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PREFACE. 


The  remarks  embodied  in  this  volume  first  ap- 
peared as  a  "  Report  on  MedicalJurxsprudence  in  the 
Bengal  Presidency,"  published  in  the  Indian  Annals 
of  Medical  Science,  for  October  1854.  They  are  now 
reprinted,  by  direction  of  the  Government  of  India. 
In  the  present  edition,  however,  the  original  article 
has  received  so  many  and  such  extensive  additions 
and  alterations,  that  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  al- 
most entirely  re-written.  The  chief  of  these  additions 
consists  in  the  insertion  of  a  great  number  of  impor- 
tant facta  and  cases,  chiefly  derived  from  the  printed 
Kcports  of  the  Court  of  Nizamut  Adawlut  of  the 
Jsorth- Western  Provinces, — these  quotations  have, 
for  greater  facility  of  reference,  been  marked  in  the 
potes  by  distinctive  letters.* 

It  is  hoped  that  these  additions  will  render  the 
work  equally  useful,  to  Judicial  and  Medical  Oificers, 
in  Bengal  and  the  North- Western  Provinces. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  this  Manual 
is  not  professed  to  embody  even  an  outline  of  the  wcll- 

*  Thus — "  Mizamul  Adawlut  Beporta,  N.  W.  P." 
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kiiowH  princi|»lc3  of  Medical  Jurisprndcnco, — the 
writer's  object  has  merely  been  to  bring  together  thosQ 
facts,  benring  upon  Medico-Legal  questions  of  fre- 
quent occurrciicc  in  this  country,  wliiL-h  are  not  to  bo 
found  in  the  works  of  our  standard  authority  on  the 
suliject,  Dr.  Alfred  Taylor  ;— the  "  Manual  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence,"  and  the  "Treatise  on  Poisons." 

The  author  trusts  that,  without  deviating  from  the 
muiu  object  of  liis  work,  he  has  succeeded  in  embody- 
ing in  this  volume  some  useful  contributions  towards 
A  llisiortf  of  Crime  Against  the  Person  in  India.  A 
knowledge  of  the  principal  facts  of  which  this  outHue 
is  made  up,  while  it  is  alU>gcther  indispcnslble  to  the 
Judicial  Officer  in  the  daily  performance  of  his  duty, 
is  required  by  t!ie  Surgeon  in  the  investigation  of 
nearly  every  Medico-Legal  Question  that  can  be 
brought  before  him  in  this  country. 

This  sketch  is,  avowedly,  a  very  slight  and  imper- 
fect one  ;  still  it  is  believed  that  it  is  the  first  that 
has  been  attempted  ;  and  it  is  trusted  that  it  will,  at 
least,  serve  to  demonstrate  the  importance  which 
would  attach  to  a  thoroughly  coinplete  and  elaborated 
History  op  Crimk  is  India. 

in  perfonning  this  nut  uninteresting  task,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  dwell  somewhat  at  length 
upon  many  painful  details  ;  this,  however,  has  been 
done  unhesitatingly,  under  the  conviction  that,  fop 
the  censor  of  morals  and  the  dispenser  of  laws,  the 
vicca  of  society  must  be  laid  bare  with  a  strong  and 
untremulous  hand  :  — kn  owing  where  tlic  mural  caukcr 
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lies,  it  is  a  resolve  neither  of  wisdom  nor  of  delicacy 
to  permit  it  to  fester  on  in  concealment. 

The  Legal  Authorities  referred  to  in  this  Manual 
are — 

Tayhr't  Manual  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.     FifUi  Edition, 

SatfTUt's  Notes  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  tn  India  (A  carefully 
drawn  out  abstract  of  the  leading  poTtions  of  Taylor's  larger  work,  with 
notes  from  the  Editor's  own  experience,  especially  inleade<l  for  the  use 
of  Judicial  Officers.) 

77le  Institutes  of  Menu. 

Mahomedan  Law.  Haritujton't  (Erroneoualy  cited  in  the  Notes 
as  *'  Sale's")  Analysis  of  the  Laws  and  Regulations,  ^.  Folio,  1809. 

Beaufort's  Digest  of  the  Criminal  Law. 

Shipwiih's  Magistrate's  Guide, 

MacnaghletCs  Reports. 

Reports  (fthe  Nixamut  Adawlut  of  BengaL 

DUto  of  the  Nort/i-  Western  Provinces. 

The  Reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police,  Lower  Provinces. 


The  author  will  feel  greatly  obliged  to  those  gentle- 
man who  may  supply  him  with  additional  facts  illus- 
trative of  questions  of  Medico-Legal  importance  in 
this  country, 

Calcutta:  lOth  January,  IS3G. 
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Bengal  and  the  H.  W.  FrorincoB. 


INTRODrCTORY  REMAIIKS. 

In  perfortning  tlio  ilutica  of  n  Ciril  Surgnon,  I  have  £re* 
quently  been  struck  witli  ttic  remarkable  singularity  and 
iutricacy  of  the  medico-legal  questious  upou  which  my 
opiuion  has  been  required  by  the  Magistrates  and  Judges  of 
the  districts  J  and  I  hare  loog  f«1t  that  our  Indian  Medical 
Literature  stands  greatly  in  irant  of  n  treatise  on  Medical 
Juriaprudcuce,  embodying  clear  and  practical  expositions  of 
the  rarioiia  aud  peculiar  modes  hy  wliicli  the  uatircs  of  this 
couutry  arc  wont  to  cBcct  crimes  agniast  the  persouj  and 
to  attempt  their  conccalmcat;  as  well  ns  full  illustrations  of 
the  many  diflleult  questious  regarding  L'nsoundiies)!!  oC  Mind, 
Identity,  Suicide,  Torture,  &c.,  which  frequently  occur  bore, 
under  dreumstouecs  entirely  distimilar  to  those  which  call  for 
L,thc  like  investigations  in  I^uropc. 

Dr.  Mouat  lately  informed  mc  that,  while  occupying  tlio 
chair  of  Forcniiic  Medicine  in  our  College,  he  became  so 
strongly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  illustrating  the  leading 
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priuciplc»  of  Lis  subject  by  examples  occurring  in  Iiulin,  thnt 
he  wofi  subscriuently  led  to  apply  to  tlic  Court  of  Nizumut 
Attawlut  Fur  copies  of  all  depositions,  made  by  Surgcous  in 
the  Zillali  Courts  within  their  jurisdictiou,  forvrarded  to  tlio 
Judges  since  l&Wj  io  which  year  the  several  Magistrates  of 
Bengal  were  directed  to  take  the  dcpositious  of  Mcdicnl 
09ic«r$  in  cases  of  murder  or  wounding.  Full  copies  of  uiae 
years'  reports  were  furnished  by  the  Court.  These,  Vr.  Mouat 
kindly  made  over  to  me,  previous  to  Uis  depEirturc  on  fur- 
lough, for  analysis  in  the  Indian  Annals  of  Medical  Science. 

I  hare  attentively  gone  over  the  whole  of  these  interesting 
documents.  The  phueipal  facts  tvliich  they  coutnin  are 
cmhodied  iu  the  fallowing  pages, 

I  have  &J90  carefully  t;oiic  through  and  cited  Macnrtghteu's 
Itcporta  of  Cases  detcrmiued  iu  tlic  Court  of  Nlzamut 
Adavrlut,  between  the  years  ItiOS  and  1820,  and  the  Reports 
of  the  Nixamut  Courts  of  Calcutta  and  the  North- West 
Provinces  from  1851  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1854. 

I  have  also  pcrusted  and  miulc  use  of  the  records  of  tlic  oflicc 
of  the  Chcmieal  Examiner  to  GoTcrnmcnt,  which  (together 
with  a  published  report  by  Dr.  O'Shaughncssy,)  comprise 
details  of  all  the  Chemical  Examinations  made  iu  cases  of 
poisoniug^,  &c.,  by  Dr.  O'Shaughncssy,  Ur.  Mouat,  Mr.  Sid- 
dons  and  Dr.  Macnamarn,  from  lf(40  to  184>i,  from  Jiiuuary 
1849  to  January  1851,  and  from  May  1852  up  to  June  18S4. 


Although  the  formation  of  a  judicial  opinion  upon  the 
general  merits  of  cases  iu  which  his  mcdioo-lcgHl  cvidcnco 
may  be  required  is,  of  course,  altogether  beyond  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Medical  Jurist,  it  is  geuerall/  necessary — First, 
that  ho  should  posseiis  an  intimate  acquaintanee  with  the  dis- 
positions, custoRiR,  pn>jiidiecs  and  crimes  of  the  people  among 
whom  his  iuvcstigntious  arc  to  be  jtursued;  aud.  Secondly, — 
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tliut  lie  felioulil  lie  made  aciiuiuulcti,  na  fully  ns  possible,  wlfli 
every  osccrtiuuablt:  dctutl  of  tlic  cases  apou  w  kick  Lis  opinioa 
is  demanded. 

Id  the  Jirst  itltuXj  the  circumstances  trliicli  gciicrnll/  lead  to 
the  pcrpctfAtion  of  various  crimes  against  llic  person,  the  des- 
criptions of  crLuaca  usually  eomuiiUcil,  niul  llie  mc»us  com- 
monly employed  to  effect  aud  to  coiicunl  tlicni,  form  an 
essential  portion  of  tlic  Medical  Jurist's  knowledge.  A  very 
few  ilhiHtrations  will  auffieiuntly  set  fortli  this  priueiple. 

The  body  of  n  vomiin  is  discovered  on  the  floor  of  n 
London  garret.  The  evidences  of  wnnt  luid  sorrow  arc 
stamped  upon  kcr  eouutcnnncc,  as  deeply  as  the  recent  gashes 
mid  bruises  which  disftf^urc  it.  The  surgeon  and  Ike  police* 
man  kohl  an  undivided  opinion  upon  this  case; — it  is  not 
oue  of  nccidcnt  or  robbery  ;  life  lias  been  taken  unay  by  the 
hand  sworn  to  protect  it ;  and  the  criminal  must  be  sought 
for  with  tlic  fumes  of  liquor  still  ia  his  brain,  and  with  bis 
victim's  blood  still  upon  big  clothes  and  bebind  liis  noils. 

A  girl  lies  dead  in  a  small  room  iu  l*aris ;  the  iMedical 
In&iKctor,  on  entcriDg,  presses  kis  handkerchief  to  kia  face, 
to  c!(chi(lc  Ihu  sulfucatiug  atmosphere,  glances  at  a  charcoal 
pan  hcsidc  the  bed,  tears  out  a  caulking  of  rags  from  the 
crevices  of  the  sask ; — and  the  leading  facts  of  tlie  case  ore 
before  biro. 

In  like  manner,  the  body  uf  n  female  is  discovered  beside  a 
( ank  in  Bengal,  mutilated  by  a  dozen  wounds,  each  snlbcieiit  to 
cause  almost  instantaneous  death.  The  nkull  is  cloven,  n  hand 
has  been  lopped  oft',  the  shoulder  is  gashed  Ltirough  muscle  and 
bone  to  the  lungs.  "Wbcthcr  the  remainji  arc  those  of  a 
Hindu  woman  or  of  a  Mussulmaunee,  tke  matter  scarcely 
admits  of  n  doubt; — tko  murder  bas  been  committed  by 
kcr  husband  or  paramour,  in  a  fit  of  jealousy;  search  must 
be  made  fur  a  dhao,  or  bill-hook,  nhick  will  probably 
be  discovered  with  the  evidences  of  crime  upon  its  blade. 
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Stilt  agaiu, — the  body  of  a  native  of  good  condition  woulil 
be  found  buried  ucar  a  water-course,  scored  from  head  to 
heci  witli  enormous  gashes ;  these,  however,  would  be 
entirely  paased  over  ia  the  exAiuination,  the  evidences  of 
strangulatiou  b^'  n  Thug's  girdle  would  aluuo  he  sought  for. 

Various  as  arc  the  modes  of  effecting  and  of  concealing 
crime  iii  different  counlne«,  n  large  experience  will  always 
shoiir  that  a  really  new  crime  is  nn  unexampled  event  in  the 
criminnl  annals  of  any  Innd.  A*  the  hunter  and  the  brute- 
tamer  Icnru  to  approach  and  to  subdue  the  cuuuiugcst  and 
the  strangest  beasts  nud  the  most  vcnomuus  reittiks,  the 
detective  cfllcer  follows  the  criminal  through  all  his  feints 
and  doublings  towardii  escape ;  wliile  the  medical  jurist, — • 
guided  here  by  a  scratch  or  n  hlood  spirt,  there  by  a  dingy 
stain,  01'  nn  nlmost  iuvisiblu  spcek  of  potvdcr,  or  n  metiUlic 
film  weighing  the  twentieth  ))nrt  of  a  grain, — tracks  out  and 
lays  bare  the  evidences  of  his  crime,  almost  with  tlio 
certainty  of  an  irresistible  fate.  To  start  fairly  on  the  scent, 
however,  it  ia  necessary,  as  wc  hnrc  seen,  that  ha  should  know 
something  of  the  propcmiilies  and  cmtumsof  the  criminal,  and 
he  thoroughly  practised  in  the  unravelling  of  siniihtr  eaaca,* 

A.  very  large  proportion  of  the  experience  and  tact  essential 
to  the  Bttniumeat  of  this  end  in  India  has  yet  to  be  gained  ; 
somewhat,  however,  is  known  at  present,  and  eulficient 
for  all  practical  purposes  may,  doubtless,  be  acquired  by 
the  combined  labours  of  sevem]  close  observers,  pursuing 
their  investigations  in  T&rious  parts  of  the  oouutry,  each 
noting  the  varieties  in  the  modes  of  effecting  and  of  con- 
oeading  crime,  according  to  the  religious  classes,  habits  and 
ncca  of  the  ofteudcr^. 


*  *■  A*  ■  hniilw  IncQ*  iL«  lur  uf   a  wvvuilod  U-uC  by  Ui«  drupa  of 
blood  I  tbiH  lul  a  King  iDir(«tigai«  tlio  Udc  pt^int  ot  Jutiu*  bj  (teUwiM* 

•IgVMBta"— Jlf<fl  R. 
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It  ffonld  probsblv  be  impossible  to  point  to  Auy  races  of 
inca  nliosc  ^rcat  crimes  more  diatlnctJ}*  emauiite  from  and 
illustrate  their  national  cliaractcr,  than  ia  tlie  cnse  witli  tliosc 
TArioas  classes  of  natives  who  inhabit  the  British  posscHsioDS 
iu  Indis.  A  thorough  insight  into  the  intimate  peculiarities 
of  the  native  character  couM  only  fbllow  a  life-loug  ac- 
qnaintancQ  with  Hindus  and  >[usatUiuauns  of  all  classcsj  and 
has  probably  never  yet  been  fully  mastered  by  any  European. 
Still,  the  strong  broad  fcntures  which  nitnud  proiuiuciilty  forth 
upon  the  surface  of  tbvir  national  characters,  and  whicli  arc 
displayed  with  the  grcftteat  expression  in  the  details  of  their 
crimes  ore,  of  course,  open  to  every  cautiooa  observer,  nnd 
eapeciaily  demniid  the  study  of  the  Lnwyer,  the  Physician 
and  the  Medical  Jurist. 

I  shall,  therefore,  make  no  apology  for  citing  here  the 
opinions  formed  of  the  moral  ehnractevistics  of  two  foremoKt 
classes  of  the  people  in  India,  as  viewed  by  two  great 
lawyers; — verdicts  evidently  wci;;hcd  on  the  judgment-scat 
with  regards  unrelentingly  directed  tu  tUc  cnminal  aspects 
^0f  the  untiires  judged  : — 


"  Tlic  flajpMts  arc  th»  rcprc- 
sciitdiiveB  of  Hinduism.  In  tlicm 
are  seen  kII  (lie  ijuolitits  of  the 
Sinilu  rtwc  unmiti>;klod  by  foxcign 
niiitan,  exerted  m\h  their  on* 
ginal  energy,  and  dispUf  cJ  in  t)io 
itmngcst  ligliC  TEicy  cxliibit  iho 
genuine  fonn  of  a  ILtidu  comnni- 
nity,  formed  of  lh«  tnoU  diKudant 
malcrials,  uid  i'Vinbioing  tho  mott 
Llraoidinaiy  contrasts  of  moral 
nature  ;   ttaeoui^ucrabla  adhcrcucc 


"  Tlio  pliyticul  oTganiuitioii  of 
the  Jtertgalee  »  fccbit?  even  to 
efll-miimcy.  He  live*  in  a  con- 
RUiit  vAp<iur<batli.  His  purauita 
■re  seJenlory,  his  liml)j  Urlicalc, 
his  movements  languid.  During 
many  *g«s  be  lin*  b«en  trampled 
Upon  l»y  men  or  boId«r  and  more 
hardy  breeds.  Covmge,  iadtpcn* 
deuce,  verftcily,  are  igunlities  to 
trhicii  liij  conGliluUoii  and  liis  situ- 
align  arc  e<|iJtdly  uufavornblc.     Uis 
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lo  iialivo  o[iiiiii>i]s  and  usages,  wiib 
(crviU)   suliiijtttainii  to  any  foreign 
yoke;  on    mibrlicving    [iriri^lhood, 
rmity  to  sufTcr  inarlynlDm   for  llie 
most    jictty    DbscTTfincc    of  their 
profesMiI     rpiili  ;    a     suprtstilion 
wliich   iiiEpires   tlie   reaulullnti    lo 
iitilici,  or  to  siifTcr  the  moat  atro- 
cious barliuitics,   williotK  cultivat- 
ing any  Qolural  Mriitiiticiil,  or  rn* 
forcing  any   social   duty ;  oil   the 
stages  III  llie  progress  of  society 
liroiighl   tc^cther    in   one   imtion, 
from  GOnie  aliject  castes,  more  bru- 
tal ihnn  tlic    savBgf!!  of  New  Zrn- 
laiiJ,  lo  llie  potiflli  of  moiuicn  and 
refinement  of  diarocler  conspicu- 
ous in  tliu  upper   ratiLs ;  sltacb- 
incnt  to  kindred  auJ  to  home,  viith 
iit>  frieulsihip,  oiul  no  lore  of  coun- 
try ;  gooJ  lcmp«T  »wl  gentle  dis- 
position; liUlc  ■ctivccri»plty,esc«pt 
wlifii    aliniuluttrtl  by  supf-wtitioti  ; 
but  Itltic  tduibility,  little  c«inp»- 
•ioD,  scatoely  any  ilispoation  to  rc- 
lioKo  wficring,o[  rclteve  wrong «loiio 
to  ll>«nuelre«  or  olbera.   Tbnidity, 
willi  its  iHilxmkl  alU.-nd&nt.<t,    faW> 
|i00>l    ami  nicftntiNf,  in  llie  onti- 
uary  tcUtions  of  huiniii  lifo,  j«u«l 
with  a  capability  of  becoming;  cv 
cilvtl   to   coiira]*e  in  tlie  field,  lo 
milillfy  cntbiuiasnt,   tu  lierwc  self- 
dovolioa  Abttcauounm,  in  aocnt 
rc^lKCts  more  rigot«us  tlian  DM  of 
a  nreleni  hermit,  ui  a  lifv  vf  iulvu- 


mind  i>eai>i  a  siiigulor  analogy  lo 
liis  botly.  It  is  weak,  even  to 
helplessness,  for  piirpoHcn  of  manty 
re»islance,  but  its  supplencsi  anJ 
its  tti't  nioi'e  the  cliiliUcii  of  sicriicr 
diinulea  lo  ail  mi  rail  on,  not  uninin- 
glcd  wiih  contempt.  AN  tliosc  artt 
which  SIC  llic  iintiiral  defeniT*  of 
the  weak  are  more  fmniliar  to  this 
subtle  race  than  to  tlie  Ionian  ul 
tlie  lime  of  ■Jurcnal,  or  to  the  ilew 
of  the  dork  ages.  What  the 
bomi  are  lo  the  buflkloe,  what 
the  |iaw  iM  to  tlic  ^ger,  wliat 
brniily,  oerorfling  to  the  old  Greek 
aoag,  U  lo  woman,  deceit  is  lo  the 
Dcngaleo.  Large  proniiacs,  imooth 
excuses,  elaborate  tissues  of  eir- 
cumttantiol  falsehood,  chicanery, 
purjury,  forgcrj',  ore  the  weapons, 
offenMvc  and  defensive,  of  llie 
p<^Aple  of  the  LowoT  Oonge*.  All 
those  millions  do  not  furiti^li  ouv 
Fepoy  to  the  Armies  of  the  Com- 
pany. But  at  luurer?,  as  moncy- 
eHungcfs,  09  sharp  legal  practi- 
tionctt,  no  daft  of  human  Uungs 
can  bear  a  compariMo  with  them. 
With  all  liitt  softticu,  the  Bengi- 
W  is  by  no  nicBus  placable  in 
tiif  ctunitMi  or  prone  to  pily.  TTie 
pertinacity  with  which  li*  (uihere* 
to  his  purpoacf,  yickU  only  lo  the 
iinmedUle  prewuro  of  fear.  Kor 
docs  he  laek  ■  eertnin  kind  of 
courage,  wliicit  'u,  ofleu  wanting  i" 
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utjon.  Austerities  and  wlf-tor* 
tares  almosi  incrnlililc,  [irtclu«d 
by  those  who,  otherwise,  wallow  in 
gnat  Houuliiy;  cliiltlinh  levttj', 
bofdocvd  filaebood,  no  failh,  no 
coiisUncy,  no  sliame,  no  belief  iu 
llie  existence  of  justice." 

3tACK.I>iTOilT. 


tiia  imstent.  To  inevitable  evils, 
he  IB  sometimes  found  to  oppoic 
a  pudrc  foftiluile,  vucli  as  tlie 
itoriM  aiuibuled  to  their  ideftl 
tag*.  An  Europnn  warrior,  who 
Ttulios  on  a  bil^erj  o(  cannon 
with  a  hjud  humh,  will  soin«> 
linrn  shriek  uniler  the  Surgeon's 
knife.  Mid  fall  into  an  agonjr  of 
deHpair  at  tho  sentence  of  death. 
But  llio  Brtigal^Fj  who  naidd  we 
Ids  eociiitry  oier-ruii,  his  house 
laid  tn  awhes,  his  rhildr»ii  Riur> 
tiered  or  diilionoured,  niihnul  har- 
ing  the  gjiiril  to  strike  oik>  Mow  ; 
haa  yet  been  kaown  to  endun  tor* 
ture  with  the  Rrmnen  nf  Mui'iii<i, 
und  to  tnuuiii  iKc^  MrnHbld  niih  llii.> 
neatly  ittep,  aiul  even  |Hd«t!  of 
Algernon  Sydn»;j-." 


The  operation  of  the  great  momi  defect*  here  laid  bure, 
in  stamping  a  pcculinr  and  distiuctivc  cliaractcr  upon  the 
crimes  most  frequently  committed  by  the  people  of  India, 
ia  abundatitly  cvidcacod  in  every  page  of  our  criiniunl  re- 
ports. Theft,  Perjury,  Personation,  Torture,  Child -stealing,* 
the  .Nfnrdcr  of  Women  and  of  Aged  Men,  Asaasaination,  Ai^on, 
the  Butchery  of  Children  for  the  sake  of  their  ornnment*, 
Drugg:ing  and  Poisoning,  Adultery,  Ilnpe,  Unnatural  Crime, 
tlie  Proctiratioa  of  Abortion,  arc  among  tlic  leading  viUauies 


*  "  Tlib  crioic  U  very  roouioD  in  Mohumolon  lonns.  thi-  rhildron  Iiclng 
ninnUy  j^rb  tiolen  to  be  aolil  an  daiv*  or  for  purpoM-t  of  prwrtitulipn."— Mr. 
Dunbar'a  I\)Ui-u  Rqwrt  L.  t.  1843. 
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of  these  ingcaious,  calm-tcmpcrcd,  iudvleully  pertiiuicious 
seusualists. 

FnithruUir  graphic  as  the  nborc  delineations  of  natire 
cliaractcr  uniiuestionably  are,  tliey  still  afford  but  Hltle 
iasight  into  the  deeper  and  darker  recesses  uf  tlic  Bengalee 
nnd  Hindiutanec  nature;  into  those  springs  of  action 
which  dcvelopc  the  criminal  characteristics  of  the  people ; 
without  u  kuon-tedgc  of  wliicli  it  is  iupassiljlc  that  we  should 
ncquirc  the  power, — so  indispensable  to  tlie  successful  tracing 
or  jtwt  weighing  of  any  description  of  guilt, — of  regarding 
the  natives'  crimes  from  those  points  of  view  whence  they 
themselves  regard  them.  It  is  only  by  thoroughly  knowiog 
the  people,  and  by  fixiag  the  mind  sedulously  tipon  the 
rccorde  of  tlicLr  crimes,  that  an  European  can  learn  how 
strange  a  combination  of  scns\udity,  jcalouey,  wild  and  inera' 
dicablc  superstition,  absolute  untruthfulness,  and  ruthless 
disregard  of  the  value  of  human  life,  lie  below  the  placid, 
ciril,  timid,  forbcariug  eslerior  of  the  untive  of  India- 

When  we  recollect  that  all  these  qualities  are  ruled  by  the 
traditions  of  custom  and  of  ancient  sanguiuary  laws  which, 
in  the  absence  of  what  they  regard  rb  rightful  authority,  the 
people  generally  still  hold  to  bo  just  and  absolute;  that  the 
manes  hurc  over  them  a  police  drawn  from  their  own  ranks 
and,  therefore,  marked  with  all  the  features  of  the  national 
character;  that  they  arc  uneducated  and  borne  dowu  by  all 
the  temptations  and  dcgradiug  influences  of  estrcmc  poverty ; 
that  the  women  are  even  more  ignorant  and  bmtaliscd  than 
the  men;  that  the  belief  in  woman's  virtue  or  man'a 
huucatv  does  not  exist  amongst  them  ;  that,  cowardly  as  the 
people  are,  thev  are  alt  armed,  and  axe  often  necessitated  to 
act  in  sclf-dcfcnoc; — when  we  take  together  these  and 
many  other  facta  which  experience  will  afford,  ne  may  gain 
some  insight  into  tho  "  Pathology"  of  crime  in  Ibis  country, 
and  into  the  modes  of  analysing  and  of  dealing  with  it. 


-b^ 
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Botwccn  Hindus  niid  Mtiuutmnuns,  tlio  dUpurity  is  ra- 
ther in  the  frequency  than  id  the  characters  of  the 
offences.*  The  only  prcraiUug  crimes  UiAt  appear  to  be 
incoriHistcnt  with  the  hnbits  of  the  people  arc  the  Da- 
coities  (g»ng  robberies),  and  Duttgas  (faction  fights)  no 
proT&lonl  in  Bengal.  In  these^  however,  the  ring-leaders  nre 
mostly  Up-country  men,  or  BengaleeB  of  nnusnal  daring, 
who  calculate  Tftt her  upon  the  wcnkiieM  of  their  opponents 
tlinu  upon  their  own  proircss.  To  the  eye  of  the  expericuccd 
official,  the  iliatinctiona  muy  prohabty  nppcar  sufGcicntly 
brond ;  bat,  to  the  onUnitry  observer,  it  would  certninly  seem 
to  be  almost  impoasiide  to  detect  any  ah«olutclv  characteristic 
dilTereuces  between  the  modes  adopted  by  the  Hindun 
and  by  the  Mnssniuifiuiis  of  Bcogal  Proper  iu  cO'ccliDg 
and  in  conceahng  the  tnajortly  of  gmve  crimes  against 
the  person.  Indeed  the  lower  grnBes  of  these  two  Beets  are 
su  closely  blended  together, — not  only  as  regards  mcima, 
iiocinl  position,  and  the  operation  of  surrouuding  circum- 
stances generally,  but  cTcn  nitli  respect  to  their  origin, 
their  hnbits,  and  their  religions  superstitions, — that  they  can 
scarcely  be  considered  as  separate  races,  adopting  broadly 
distiaotive  trains  of  criminal  action.  It  can  merely  bo 
said,  with  regard  to  the  crimes  of  both,  that  they  are,  for 
the  most  part,  caBcutially  "licngalet:"  in  their  characters. 
Certain  descriptions  ofcrimc  occur  nearly  ntike  throughout  the 


*  I  ba*<>  nnt  aiccoodud  in  diKororiRg  nny  i>ulJ«fiu:Uiry  iIaM  nlth  Kgard 
to  the  cucnpATaiiiD  fnijuency  ot  cHwr^  of  uiitgiiiiiiJu  biuud^  tliu  liiudu  uud 
MtlvoiBedui  inhsbitsnu  of  India.  It  stipcurs,  from  Ibo  Chief  Ubipstrali^'s 
Kaport  for  iSaS'M,  ilut  Ibo  UDinbcr  of  IliadoB  coiaiDUti-'l  t.i  ilii!  Cftkmiut 
UouM.-  uf  ComtctioB  in  18G3,  wm  TIM,  wbilc  ibat  of  Mahumi'diuix  wu  TIS  ( 
■IwMiing  a  Tvrjr  Isrge  excess  agAlnat  ihc  Intbr.  nhcu  it  u  nraieiDU'ivH  tliiit 
lW  (Hoportioo  «r  Mabgmcduu  U>  Hindus,  in  Oiloutu,  is  rwlioacd  U  4  (o 
10.  ThoM  numbors,  liavwrur,  do  oul  i;t«e  d  fiur  idea  of  lb«  I'ampnmtirc 
fm[ui!Cit.']r  uf  the  gnvcr  titTcuiiiB  suong  die  w^t  cIuhi— A  comparlsira  nhicb 
it  muck  ac«(]ed. 
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wliolc  of  India.  The  cLiof  of  these  are  Dacoity,  Duiiga, 
and  Thuggee.  Mussulmauas  and  lliudus  have  combiued  to 
perpetrate  each  of  these  atrocitiea  in  iDQumerablc  instances; 
-since  the  active  measures  of  goverumciit  have 
extinguished  the  profession  of  Thuggee  hy  striuigulii- 
tion, — the  druggiug  of  travellers,  with  a  view  to  robbery 
and  murder,  has  appeared  likely  to  become  an  estnblisheil 
practice  among  crimiimU  of  both  sects  in  every  part  of  tho 
country.  Several  of  tho  flmaller  tribea  inhalntiug  our 
border  districts,  however,  display  very  churactcristic  national 
tnuta,  both  in  the  motirca  which  lead  to  crime  and  in  tho 
dn'ices  adopted  lu  its  perpetration  and  concealment.  The 
Kole,  dwelling  in  the  hills  which  lately  formed  llio  South- 
Western  frontier  of  this  Presidency,  lays  wait  for  tho  man 
whom  he  believes  to  have  wruugcd  or  bewitched  him,  :ind 
effects  his  deadly  purpose  without  any  unnecessary  exposure 
of  himself.  He  shown  no  aosicty  to  reveal  tho  crime,  which 
by  no  means  weighs  heavily  on  his  conscience;  but,  upon 
being  distinctly  ctuirgcd  with  it,  he  admits  his  guilt  at  once, 
without  a  shadow  of  equivocation.*  His  neighbour,  tha 
Khond,  with  a  character  full  of  rudo  and  perverted  courage, 
fidelity  and  generosity,  was  wont,  until  a  few  years  back,  t» 
indulge  his  rapacity  and  his  vcugeance  to  the  uttermost, 
to  purchase  human  victims  for  sacrifice  to  his  deities,  and  to 
perpetrate  female  infanticide  with  all  the  systematic  re- 
gularity of  one  who  performs  a  grateful  religious  duty. 
Again  the  Keaug,  Cookie  or  ChuckmB,t  luhabiliog  tho  hills 
Eastward  of  Tippcrah  and  Chittagong,  with  apparently  far 
leas  dcTclopcmeut  of  the  nobler  ioatiucts,  plunders  and  lays 
waste  every  undefended  settlement  that  attracts  his  cupidity, 

»  Sc«  IJMt«(MUlt  IVkrll's  mguoir  on  tbi>  Kodfau  (Improperly  callnl 
Rolvhaii.)— Joonial  of  thv  AaUtic  SvcUlj,  luL  bu,  p.  7W. 

t  TbeM  tribes  are  now  mueli  lUridcd,  but  h%n  trMeatiy  kiurung  from  n 
coBtnoa  iMn. 
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loys  poisoned  Tcaponi  ngwnst  those  trliom  lie  feari^ 
alauglitcrs  every  opponent  wliom  he  is  not  de»irona  to  Hten], 
nnd  pours  out  the  blood  of  his  hDmao  sacrifices  before  Ium 
gods  ]ikc  water.*  Until  the  advent  of  European  power 
among  them,  the  Kiuioa  of  the  bills  East  of  Sylhct,  practised 
hiimaQ  aacrifico  and  polyandry  (which,  of  courac,  involred 
iafauticide), — even  now  they  emijloy  poisoned  arrows  in  the 
eliase.  Still,  with  all  their  diatinctivc  traits  of  barbarity,  the 
crimes  of  these  four  nations  would  alone  be  sufficient  to 
fttnmp  them  an  branches  of  one  great  aboriginal  family,  in- 
haliiting  the  liiU  districts  of  Lower  Bcnga.1,  who  liarc  iiIwbts 
remained  perfectly  tUatinct  from  the  people  of  the  Dt^lta. 
Again,  certain  rather  marked  characteristics  distingnish  crime 
in  several  of  the  other  dislricts  of  India.  Tn  his  own  couu> 
try,  the  Ooriah  criminal  betrnyn  but  little  craft  in  effecting 
his  nefarious  designs,  and  dispUys  a  singular  propensity  to 
confess.  Many  of  the  Hindustancc's  greatest  crimes  arc 
committed  m  momeats  of  ungorcmable  rage;  indeed  the 
frenzy  wliich  repronchful  language  ia  apt  to  evoke  in  tliese 
^people  ia  ao  well  anderstood,  that  the  law  has  provided  ac- 
eordiugly  jt— 4t  the  same  time,  it  would  appear  that  the  iceak 
%is  usually  the  victims  of  their  fury.  The  Hindustnncc 
nsnally  atrilicswith  the  sword  (/it/war)  or  iron-bound  cudgel 
{iohar  hi  latlhec).  The  Bcngalco's  readiest  weapons  arc  the 
illiao  (bill-Uook)  aud  the  bamboo  (baiis  Ki  talthee).  Class  and 
local  position,  of  counc,  buvc  their  clTcct  in  determining  the 
comparative  prevalence  of  rarious  crimes.  Sexual  jealousy 
is  probably  the  most  frequent  cause  of  homicide  among  the 
Hu93ulmauusi  Criminal  Abortion  aud  CliiUl  Murder  arc 
rifcst  among  the  unhappy  class  of  Hindu  widows.     Dnngas 


•  Sec  iW  tmx  of  .loodhMU'SO**  Mid  oUters,— Siwmiit  Adawint  Roportt, 
vtfL  u.,  pan  t  of  isas,  p.  899. 

f  Mucu<4[lil«B't  DcpotU,  vol  i.,  pog«  ftS. 
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occur  priacipally  in  tho  gront  iudigo  clUtricta,  in  spots  There 
the  estates  of  rirfil  ZeraiuiUrs  arc  crowded  together ;  and 
in  HituatioiiH  where,  the  mentis  of  irrigating  the  land  being 
defective,  inter  rights  are  miuuly  insiatod  upon;  Dacoitsand 
other  robbers,  of  course,  infest  those  trades  which  arc  most 
frequented  by  natives,  and  those  districts  where  tho  probnbi- 
litica  uf  resistance  are  least. 

Although  the  proportionate  freqacncy  of  certain  erimes 
varicii  much  in  the  two  states,  I  can  find  no  very  marked 
distinction  in  the  characteristics  of  crime  aa  priictised  in 
Bengal  and  in  the  North-Wc«t  ProvincoB. 

Altogether  it  would  certainly  appear  that,  neither  in  tho 
pUnning,  the  effecting,  nor  tho  concealment  of  great  crimes, 
does  any  class  of  the  natives  of  ludia  display  thnt  rcmnrknblc 
subtlety,  calmness  and  power  of  bnllling  invcHtigntiua  which 
might  be  expected  on  obserration  merely  of  the  tact,  dupli- 
city and  finesse  which  eharnctctise  their  minor  rogueries  of 
flTery-diiy  occurrence. — The  timid  nature  cannot  rise  with  tho 
oocasioD,  it  fails  utidor  the  terrihc  «ei]{ht  of  eoormous  crime 

A  deep  and  cautious  investigation  into  tho  habits  and  opi- 
nions of  the  people  of  India,  in  their  rolattun  to  Crime,  would 
aflbrd  to  any  judicial  ofUcer  an  almost  untrodden  path  of 
rcticarch,  leading  to  practical  reaults  which  would  iibiindantly 
repay  the  labour  eniployod.  Hitherto,  tho  attention  of 
Magistrates  iu  India  has  been  sufficiently  occupied  in  tho 
difficult  tasks  of  detecting  crime  aud  of  regulating  punish- 
ment. The  time  lias  now  arrived  at  which  the  true  nature 
or  "Pathology"  of  crime  in  India  may  he  investigated  with 
advaatage  both  to  the  people  and  to  their  law-givers.  Tho 
oQicially  printed  Police  Reports,  aud  the  Reports  of  the 
Courts  of  Nizaoiut  Adawlut  of  Bengal  and  the  Noith-Wcst 
Prorinccs  afford  abundant  materials  for  a  nisroiT  or 
CBIMB  ts  Ikuu.  Such  n  work,  ably  am)  carefully  com- 
piled, while  it  would  materially  aid  (he  daily  investigations 
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hiid  decistons  of  every  Jmlicial  officer  in  tlic  country,  wonW, 
[irobnbl)-,  go  further  thaa  any  other  book  that  has  ai)pcarcd 
since  the  commencement  of  the  century  iti  advancing  the 
progress  of  eivilitatioa  here,  by  enabling  ua  to  detect  end 
grapple  with  those  deeply-rooted  errors  in  the  niitiro  cha- 
racter which  now,  iu  eluding  our  notice,  moht  rflcctually 
baiHc  all  our  best  laid  acbemea  of  improvement.  With  tins 
view,  I  have  ventured,  in  several  of  the  following  pages,  to 
digress  eomewhat  from  the  direct  line  of  ray  subject,  while 
endeavouring  to  shov  tbcCaaoes,  Antiquity,  and  Prevalcncy 
of  the  crimianl  practices  which  are  brought  uudcr  considera- 
tion. Every  uue  who  has  spent  even  a  month  in  India 
will  have  learned  how  strong  an  influence  costoh  has 
over  the  conduct  of  natives  of  all  classes,  iu  all  the  opinions 
and  actions  of  their  Uvea.*  Thi«  "  Custom"  is  inextricably 
interwoven  with  the  native'*  tcbgion.  lie  docs  not  gcncmily 
pause  to  consider  whether  this  act  or  that  is  right  or  wrong, 
or  will  be  viewed  in.  the  same  light  by  the  Eugli&Ii  as  by  the 
Hindu  or  IMabomCHUu  law  ; — he  is  satisiied  to  act  precisely 
OS  his  forcfatliers  have  acted  for  centuries.  Heuce  tlie 
antiquity  of  a  crime  must  always  bo  taken  into  account  in 
legal  iuvcstigotioDs  here;  indeed  the  general  practice  of  an 

*  In  divlr  It«pon  of  IMS,  theCiMomllKti  UD  PrUoa  Obciptiuu  reuiiu-k— 
*■  Tlio  gcnonU  morsl*  of  the  people  mnj'  poudblj  Im  but  enough,  bnt  ui 
Indian  crluilnal  a  probably  a  brU«r  mui  ibui  Aaj  other  crimtnal  uf  [he 
MUiu  nort  Uii  ):^-n<rriil  clifttan-'Ut  c-L-rtoicI)'  dilTna  k«»  from  Ihst  of  ilic  idbm 
of  blacouulr/mcnlhaa  woaM  Iw  thcoMcin  mrinx-ltiliicdHmlniorklcDUiilriu. 
A  Urge  proportion  of  tlio  crimen  in  tbia  country  arc  commitU-<l  by  por«on« 
whoee  tribe  kave  dnno  the  nmc  UnM  mil  of  mind,  ami  Ihcy  ore  klmoet  m 
oalanlly  Un  riwull  of  binh  u  aoolbcr  man'*  litincot  trodr.  Monjr  muro  an 
cummiitodu  it  wenpruroMionallj'.  by  till'  momtiuri  uf  iniuvoM)  coiir«d«ni> 
liuiUi  wbo  are  not  nuob  wgrw  Ui&a  otlii>r  puupiv  in  malttini  uncotmoctcd  nilb 
Ibuir  proreatioin.  Owing;  lo  fouling*  Mid  [jrim-i^ik-i  wbirh  we  run  m^rnr"  [?] 
"  outnprobonil,  ihcn  in  tildu  or  dhi  caiurtoiiani'aa  of  moral  icuilt  tunoncsl  llicao 
elUM*,  on  OMOttat  of  lie  rxcrcixc  ^f  wliftl  Ihry  rvgnri  lu  ttioir  i>ri'i{v^r 
bulBM." 
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atrocity  haa  usually  been  reecxrcd  as  mitigatory,  as  in  the 
practices  of  Sati,  Leper  Burying,  Suicide,  &c.,  until  it  hns  bcoQ 
fouDil  ncccsanry  to  adopt  e.\trcmc  menHures  for  its  absolute 
extirpation. 

I  am  only  too  conscious  of  the  crudity  of  the  above  rc- 
mnrks ;  but,  deeply  iuprested  with  the  principle  that  it  is 
93  essential  to  the  medical  jurist  as  to  the  jnilgc  of  criminal 
cases  to  possess  a  full  knowledge  of  the  machiuery  by  which 
guilt  is  wont  to  effect  its  ends,  I  have  reutured  to  bnincli 
these  important  quctttions,  in  the  hope  that  they  will  shortly 
find  illustration  from  nblcr  hands. 


HULKS  TOB  THE  TBANSUISSIOK  AND  EXAMJNATIUN  OF 
WOUNDED  PERSONS.  AKD  OF  DEAD  BODIES. 


It  h,  of  course,  a  matter  of  paramouQt  importance  that, 
on  entering  npon  any  medico-legal  inquiry,  ihe  Sttrgeon 
shotiJd  be  made  acf/uainted  bi/  (he  jmlirr  and  others  leUk  ererg 
ascerlaina&te  dt'lait  of  the  catea  ifpon  tohich  his  opinion  is 
reqttired. 

Tbe  rules  which  obtain  in  this  Presidency  for  conducting 
and  reporting  loqucitts,  and  of  sending  wounded  porsous  and 
the  bodica  of  those  who  have  died  uuder  suspicious  circum- 
stances, with  all  necessary  information,  to  the  Civil  Surgeons, 
arc  as  follow : 

"  505. — Od  Koafiog  Lafbnnation  of  »ut]>>ci«is  or  wiittliml  i1«-*ih9, 
(lie  darogsli,  or  some  responiible  penon  deputnl  l>]r  him.  »halt  procM^ 
to  ihe  spot  and  cunuoe  Ibc  wounds,  or  olbcr  corponl  iitjtiries,  but  Ito 
dull  not  probe  (hem,  a4Ml  h«  ehall  record  ih*-  knj;!)!,  brcadtli  &(id 
•ppaiVDl  (l<!j>lh  of  each,  bikI  the  vrcnpon  wiUi  mIiIc-Ii  (lie  itoutids 
Sppcu  to  have  brcn  givtii,  snd  wlidher  tlie  body  sppcsrcd  to  hava 
been  Urouglx  and  laid  (h«K.  lie  sliouM  also  SMeftsin,  if  pottib)«,  (he 
nauw  of  lh«  dcccAicd,  sad  whtdi«r  any  oix-  can  rtcfgxaae  htm  or  licr. 


IS    DBNO^L  AKD   TUB    V.    W.    taOVlNCBS. 
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—Regulation  XX.  of  IHI7,  Sc^:tioii  XIV.,  Ctuiae  ti,  CinniUr  Onlrr 
No. «).  AiiguM  Kith,  )8-(T. 

**  J308.^AfteT  ilie  iiujiiesl,  (he  body  or  bodies  shall  b*  givm  iipio  thv 
relation^  or  be  burieil  oi  burni,  umI  shiQ  nd  be  kdI  to  lb«  Magialrale 
except  in  cues  of  poison  or  doubt ;  ontl  then  only  if  tJie  weather  or 
(liatBiic«  will  allow  of  tbcii  bring  wnt  without  Uie  ri>k  oT  putrefactloa : 
radLtfn  DOtico  of  tlie  Sfnioiu  Judge  dull  be  directed,  mi  the  trial,  to 
Ai  BtMervance,  or  otherwise,  of  these  nilesTBegulalion  XX.  of  1817, 
Secoon  XIL,  Circulai  Order  No.  IT,  April  19lh,  1789.» 

"  SlO.^In  »enditig  the  budicM  to  the  Ciill  Siirgnon  for  esaminBCion, 
the  Magistrate  shall  fumitli  him  with  all  arulable  inronnatioii,  as  lo  ilio 
cauH  of  dvalh. — Circular  Order  No.  152,  November  24tl),  1S43. 

"  11:^4.'— All  iiv^ulries  held  by  the  police  relative  tu  uiinttur^  deaths 
or  wouoditigH,  u  well  at  to  tlacoity  and  other  heinous  ofTeiices,  shall 
be  atleited  \ty  llie  Police  Oflii-er  holiliog  the  iiujiiirj-,  aud  a  sulfidciil 
number  of  creditable  person  present  et  the  inveftttgalJou.— Beguhtion 
XX.  of  I8I7.  Sections  XIV..  XV. 

"  1127. — Tlie  Soorutlials  required  by  Scciiooa  XIV.  and  XV..  Re- 
gulation XX.  of  I8l7t  in  roan  of  deaths,  rubberivs,  he.,  »hall  be  sent  to 
tlie  Magistrate,  in  place  of  a.  report,  ihe  momeitt  lliey  are  drawn  up.^ 
Cirtidor  Order  No.  158,  June  i6lh.  Para.  2,  Section  III. 


*  la  I»i3,l.  Itie  Offioialiaf  Bawloni  Juilffa  of  Bundlckond  reconlod  his 
optiuoB  that, — "  lu  all  cwM  wliere  liti're  baa  Iwu  severe  miundin;,  and 
death  iiilMei{ii?n[ly  ennict,  tit  carpu  ihau/J  be  neat  inl«  At  «Ai(*m>  wiAoui 
rearing  fJie potice  ang  tiiterelitm  in  the  mailer."  Thimi  waaa  prftceeding.  dMed 
Srd  Jonfl  1H4S,  however,  by  a  fonnBT  Joint  Mogigtrato  of  titu  ditlrict  to  lbs 
purport,  "  that  when  people  are  killuit  by  woutuU  cir  iiwarda  or  spaar*.  and 
tlM-r*-  id  no  doubt  but  tli>t  Ihoy  haro  iliod  from  tuvJi  wvuiidti,  iLcir  corpaea 
■tiould  not  be  sent  to  the  slaliocu"  Altli(iui;li  tliia  onlt-r  is  conformable  to  ibo 
letter  of  the  Law,  Regiilatiw  XX  of  ISIT,  Section  XXV.,  CUuso  li.  jm  it 
seeuoil  lo  hio  that,  in  almost  all  cMes  of  death  eiuulng  a  fow  clay«  after  itio 
Intlietloa  of  wound*,  therv  u  duubt  wbetlwr  aiukilfnl  trvatiuvnt  ur  otlicr 
eausea  mty  not  have  op«niCPil,  anil  that  noth'uig  con  be  inuRiMd  more  ii^aili- 
oioua  than  tlie  abore  order,  tbo  only  c^rtaimy  wliii'h  wc  have  in,  (lua  country 
of  (he  aetmd  oatiN  of  death  uriiiuj^  Cnm  tlie  pott  aurtca  examination  of  Itio 
Kumcon.— Klsainiit  Adawlut  R<.■po^l^  JX.  W.  F..  Tifart-h  34,  IMS. 

lfxp«riencc  would  ccTl*iiily  K'lid  to  lUov  ihnt  this  if-,  b;  far,  lie  Mfer  new 
of  the  Ga«e. 
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**  Id  cues  of  murder,  liomlculv,  or  uiuutuni]  dealh.  ni:(!am|iuiied  with 
MOpcJous  circuiriHtances,  as  also  in  cases  of  severe  wouiuHag.  the  corpw  or 
irounded  person  Vfill  bu-  forwarded  by  tlw  police,  u  wjoii  u  llie  cuflomsry 
'  Soorulb&l'  lias  bcrn  rcciwilwi.  lo  the  officer  in  charge  of  ihu  tiij!»- 
(liviidmi ;  aliould  hia  Uation  l)e  in  the  direct  liiic  between  ihc  jilocc  vrhere 
rlie  iRrestJgniioD  is  going  on  and  tlie  Suddcr  Sluiinii  of  tti«  Xfngiif 
iraic.  The  ilfputy  or  usistBiil,  aflcr  lu^wcting  the  corpse,  or  wound- 
i\\  jwrKHi  la  the  caac  may  be.  will  luac  no  lime  in  sending  the  Mme 
on  lo  die  suJJi^r  atalion  for  exanniiiatiuii  by  the  Civil  Surgeoii.^Rulc 
4  oT  Rule*  for  the  guidance  of  Deputy  Ma^isiralei  and  Asiislints 
in  clurgc  uf  sub-tliviaiwntt,  Govcnitnail  Circular  Onler.   February   IStlif 

It  is  held  to  be  tlie  duty  of  Medical  OERcera  to  examine 
all  boilies  sent  in  by  the  police  as  souu  as  praclicabla  after 
their  nrrivnl  nt  the  aiiddcr  station. 

For  some  years  past,  Magiitratcs  hnre  been  snpplicd  with 
tlic  following  lithographed  letter,  which  ia  forwarded  to  the 
Civil  Surgeon,  uot  ouly  i«  cases  of  assault,  &c.,  but  also  in 
those  where  an  explniiation  of  the  cause  of  death  is  required  : 


To 


Sttfj/eon 


Sir, — /  rcqtiest  j/ou  teilt  be  good  enough  to  examitw  the 

[wounds  or  body  of]  tent  hcreteUh,  and  favor  nt£ 

rcith  u  /nil  repori  of  ihc  ruilwc  and  extent  of  iiyury  iHfiicted 
[or  cause  of  dcath.j 

lam,  Sir, 
Your  mont  obedtvat  servant. 


itiiffijitral^s  O^ce, 

Zillah 

The  18. 


Mt^Utrate. 


SUpwitli'i  Maciilraic'i  QuitW,  3nl  Ed.,  -Ito.  114!). 


At  tlie  end  of  this  IcUer,  Mngistratcs  usually  insert  a  few 
words  iiHlicatiTc  of  the  alleged  cause  uf  dcitth.  Such  aa — "  Bc- 
portcd  to  have  died  with  srmptoma  of  poisoiiiug;"  or^"  Stated 
to  have  bceu  severely  beatcii ;"  iodecd  the  form,  l>oing  printed 
rnther  widely  on  a  (quarter  of  a  sheet  of  fnolscnp  paper,  does 
not  admit  of  the  iDSortton  of  many  explanatory  remarks. 
It  appears  probable  that  this  form  was  ori^nlly  intended  to 
be  sent  only  with  wounded  persons,  couaigaol  to  the  Civil 
Surgeon  for  exnmination  and  treat  mcnt.'*' 

It,  however,  by  no  meaiu  unfrequently  occnrs  that, 
cither  from  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Darogah  in  trnnsmtt- 
ting  the  Sooruthal  (report  of  inquett),  or  from  tome  other 
cause,  the  Medical  OiBccr  finds  himself  callod  upon  to  examine 
and  to  report  upon  the  cause  of  death  iti  a  coae  regarding 
which  he  has  not  been  furnished  with  n  single  guiding  fact. 
When,  as  generally  happens,  death  has  tnken  place  several  daya 
previously,  and  dacon][>asitioa  of  the  body  baa  advanced  to 
a  hornble  extent,  the  task  placed  before  the  Surgeon, 
who  is  really  desirous  to  throw  some  light  npoti  a  cnsc 
which  he  doubts  not  luvolvca  questions  of  vital  moment,  is 
ft  very  trying  and  difficult  one.  The  order  forbidding  the 
police  to  send  in  hodiea  for  examination  whenever  it  u 
prolmhle  that,  ou  account  of  the  weather  or  of  die  dis- 
tance, they  will  reach  tliu  8uddcr  station  in  a  state  of 
advanced  pntrcfactiou,  is  not  always  attended  toj  and  account 


*  Since  tbe  Arit  publiDotion  of  lhi>  obovi'  rvniArka,  Mr.  J.  It,  Wafd.  Jatv 
Mug^diraui  of  IIii*rrali.itii1uiitiii)  f»r  cm!  obtainml  two  se[)aMlo1ilho^ii)>luvt 
forma  which  apptvr  oslculautt  to  «m«rvr  ci  erjr  parpoae.  They  run  aa  fulluw  :— 

■*  /    ftAN  lo    Kfpwif     At  /amr    0/    your   eramining    the    tnwwb    of 

■  ^1.  —  ttnt to    tAt    ■  I/iMpiial.     Facitr  mt 

KiA n  Jidi Ttpart  of  gour  inqnirittjWilh  tuthrtaaria  aa  jfou  maffviih  tonutAt," 

Hie  fom  ■nit  with  bodita  &r  i-xamiiwlion,  bu  itic  folltmiog  adilitMiaal 
ranigta|)hi 

-  imJ.~t  tMg  fom  unB  be  yoMi  mov^k  t&  Hale  wiaJktr,  a§  it  reporuJ,  JmM 
rrtuilu4  frvm"^^ 
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is  not  generally  tnkea  of  llie  rapidity  witli  vhich  tlccomposi- 
tiou  ndvauccs  in  a  body  wrajipcd  iu  u  slicct  of  matting,  hurried 
along  Bomo  30  or  '10  miles  through  a  buruiiig  atmosphere,  at 
from  two  to  ten  days  after  death.  Judgiug  by  my  own  expe- 
rience at  diffcrcDt  stntious,  a  body  can  seldom  be  sent 
in,  from  a  remote  pnrt  of  the  district,  within  less  than  two  or 
three  days  after  death.  Under  these  cireumstancea,  ita  \-ery 
appearance,  when  freed  from  its  swathings,  is  almost  nppalling, 
even  to  the  initiated  : — bloated  in  qrcry  part,  almost  to  burtt- 
ing,  with  ita  limb»  widely  separated  by  sheer  gaseous  disten- 
tion; the  eyes  diaaolriug  and  forced  from  their  sockets;  the 
tongue  enormously  swollen  and  protruded  between  the  teeth, 
through  which  tlie  gnses  of  putrefaction  bubble  with  loud 
crepitntinns  ;  the  skiu  orcry  where  separated,  displnying  the 
white  Hurfaec  beneath,  marbled  with  gangrenous  blotches 
nnd  rciDiagB,  and  preyed  upon  by  gigantie  ants  and  beetles 
of  eini&tcr  aspect,  and  by  mnj;gots,  which  roll  forth  in  mea- 
sures-full when  the  cloths  arc  unloosed,  A  body  of  this 
kind  ofTera  no  Ycry  safe  or  cucouraging  field  for  the  morbid 
anatomist's  researches. 

It  ia  true  that,  in  all  aueh  cnscs,  the  Civil  Surgeon 
in  at  liberty  to  dcclino  making  an  internal  examina- 
tion; still,  if  furnished  with  a  distinct  clue,  ho  would 
often  be  able  to  throw  a  light  upon  the  coosc  of  death,  suffi- 
cient for  the  purposes  of  justice,  even  when  decomposition 
had  ndranced  considerably.  Too  great  stress  needs  not  bo 
laid  upon  the  rule  of  avoiding  to  scud  in  bodies,  when  it  is 
cTcn  certain  that  thoy  will  reach  the  audder  atatioa  in  an 
extremely  putrid  eonditiou,  as  it  will  frequently  happen  that 
even  a  single  glance  nt  the  most  decomposed  corpse  will 
reveal  much  to  the  experienced  eye.  For  instance ;  a  body  was 
sent  to  my  lioapital  in  a  very  advanced  state  of  putrefaction ; 
the  history  was  nut  furnished.  I  was  about  to  desire  that  it 
might  be  buried,  when  1  waa  struck  wilb  something  untwuai 
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"  Murder  liath  sp«ech,  ant  will  declare  iiself 
With  moM  miraeulaus  ot^Mx" 


Still,  ft  rery  close  det-otion  of  twenty  years  to  the  sttidy  of 
morbid  auatomy  has  coQTinccd  xac,  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  unfair  ani  most  unsafe  tiucstions  that  cau  be  put  to 
a  mcdicitl  muu.  lu  EHglaod, — where  such  investigations 
arc,  of  cnursc,  made  witli  ici  mach  greater  facility  than  in 
India, — a  difficulty  of  this  kind  exceedingly  rarely  comes 
before  those  who  urc  most  engaged  in  post  mortern  esAmiua- 
tions;  there,  in  at  least  uincty-oinc  cases  out  of  every  hun- 
dred, the  operator  is  enabled  to  ohtain,  beforehand,  some 
kind  of  clue  which  may  guide  him  iu  Lis  obscure  iuquiry> 
Except  iu  cases  where  it  is  found  absolutely  impossible  to 
obtiiiu  informntioD,  no  surgeon  can  be  fairly  expected  to 
imravel  every  tissue  of  a  biKly  from  which  life  may  have  been 
expelled  by  any  one  of  a  hundred  caaaca, — such  as  by  the 
softening  of  part  of  a  nervous  centre,  by  a  stroke  of  lightning, 
by  a  snake  bite,  by  c:Lpoaurc  to  a  poisonous  gaii,  by  a  blow 
over  the  stomach,  by  a  bodkiu  thrust  into  some  vital  organ, 
from  hydrophobia  or  idiopathic  tetanus,  by  the  eflcctsofs 
few  drops  of  prussic  acid,  or  of  a  few  grains  of  strychnia, — the 
detection  of  every  one  of  which  would  become  an  undertaking 
uf  greater  and  greater  difficulty  with  every  hour  that  elapsed 
after  the  departure  of  vital  hent.  When  the  process  uf  decom- 
position lias  fully  commenced,  the  surgeon  csuuot  fairly  be 
expected  to  succeed  in  throwing  any  light  upon  the  cause  of 
dcath,^-or  even  to  undertake  the  examination,' — unless  he 
can  be  enabled  to  judge  with  precision  in  what  direction  his 
vcarch  must  be  punucd — as,  for  iustanco,  where  it  is  known 
that  a  blow  has  been  inflicted  over  a  certain  vital  part,  or  it 
is  bclicred  that  a  mineral  poison  has  been  swallowed.  In  the 
absence  of  tlie  necessary  information  regarding  the  circum- 
ataucca  pieccdiiig  dcatli,  the  best  aurgcou  is  lrci|ucutly  liable 
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to  deduce  a  fiortial,  autl  therefore  an  erroneous  opinion  froai 
hta  ciammntioit  of  tlic  bodies  even  of  the  rcccutly  dead.  Two 
or  three  probable  iustnaccs  will  sufBcc  in  illustration.  A 
person  sufTeriug  &om  cholora  haa  his  end  hastened  by  a  (let 
us  say  humocopnthic)  dose  of  nmcnic;  or  n  plaguc-strtukcu 
wretch  is  strangled;  or  an  unfortaDato,  in  thi«  conntry,  is 
attacked  imd  sufibcntcd : — ore  the  Surgeons  to  blame  if,  on 
discovering  the  ordinary  rcstigcs  of  destructive  intestinal 
disease,  the  deadly  carbuncles,  and  that  cerebral  congestion 
irhich  may  so  sufficJeutly  represent  the  effects  of  iieai  aj>o- 
pUxy,*  they  form  their  dccitiionH,  and  record  Iheir  evidence 
upon  these,  overlooking  entirely  the  few  scattered  grains  of 
impalpable  powder,  the  finger  mwUs  upon  the  swollen  neck, 
and  the  evidences  of  asphyxia,  wherein  tlio  truth  lay  hidden  ? 

jMthough  the  Regulation  guiding  magistrates  in  sending 
bodies  with  suflicicntly  explanatory  details  to  the  medical 
officers  for  examination  is,  as  we  liave  seen^  very  frequently 
overlooked,  it  rule^  in  a  perfectly  clear  and  unequivocal  man- 
ner that  the  civil  surgeon  is  to  be  lield  as  a  party  in  tho 
judicial  inquiry;  that  no  attempt  i&  to  be  made  to  keep  liim 
in  the  dork  ;  aud  that  all  possible  aid  and  iufonuntion  are  to 
be  alTorded  him  in  his  task  of  unravelliog  tbt:  mcdieo-lcgal 
difficulties  of  the  case.  The  Circular  Order  No.  153  of  Novr. 
24ith  1&43  directs  thut— 

"  In  tmdi/tff  the  bwiica  to  tlie  civii  surffeoa  fur  examiaaUon, 
the  magistrate  thaU/nmiak  him  with  aU  atailuUe  ir^fonaalioit 
aa  to  ike  cause  of  death," 

This  rule,  hoffcvcr,  does  not  appear  to  be  jidhcrcd  to  with 


'  II  b  trail  known.  Uittl  IicM  it|>o|il«ixy  (or.  more  pmprrly  spMkilig.  dntb 
from  curcnic  hcnt)  nay  OMur  quilo  owt  of  Uto  iaAuenoo  of  llio  tun'i  njt.  In 
India  tmuj  cases  occur  ot  BJghL  Ai  in  nearly  4lt  cues  int-olviiig  a  htoto 
thccli  ift  tbe  noiTOna  *jBteai,  tltc  firtt  effifct  of  ike  dcstnidirc  inllutnce  i*  la 
srroci  Um  aopplj  of  blood  lo  Iho  ccirbnl  lystem.  With  Tcactton,  hoirorrr, 
wo  liate  all  (be  cilileuccs  of  iotcnw  «wgDiti«B  of  tbo  bnk. 
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strictness  in  the  North-Wcst  Provinces,    In  n  case  ofcltilJ 
murder,  tried  at  Cawnporc  so  recently  as  1853,  tlic  dvil 
surgeon  staled  tlint  the  infant  pro^aliltf  died  from  concussion 
of  the  brain,  but  that  he  did  uot  make  au  examiuutiou  of  the 
head  or  brain.     That,  not  having  any  idea  of  the  circnm- 
Btttiices  nnder  which  the  examination  wns  requireJ,  and  the 
infiuit  being  iiewly-horu,  he,  nut  perceiving  any  appearance 
of  a  blow,  satisfied  himself  with  cxnmiiiing  the  bovreU  and 
viscera,  where  disease  or  uppearaucc  of  poisoning  ivouhl,  most 
probably,  bo  detected.     lie  had  become  aware  that  this  was 
omission  on  hia  part,  which  he  assured  the  jndge  would  uot 
occur  again.     He  desired,  in  future,  to  have  an  onthnc  of  the 
cireumstances  under  which  bodies  for  rcpurt  might  be  sent  to 
him,  in  order  that  he  might  hare  sonic  guide  to  the  orgnus  most 
requiring  scientific  examination.  "This,"  however,  the  Judge 
thought,  "  would  iiUerfere  ictth  a  principle  of  criminaiJMline-f 
and   would  6e  analoffou*  to  jmtting  leading    i/ut'sliotm,   the 
answers  to  which  would  not  be  evidence,  nor  would  it  he  fair 
to  the  prisoner ;  for,  though  a  severe  avrord  cut  might  be 
reported  on,  the  presence  of  n  diseased  lung  or  spleen  might 
pass  unnoticed,  though  the  actual  cause  of  death."     In  their 
remarks  npon  this  case,  the  Superior  Court  decided  that 
"  the  communicalioD  which  had  passed  between  the  Sessions 
Judge  and  the  Civil  Surgeon  was  idtogelhcr  irregular  and 
objectionable."*   As,  however,  the  animadversion  of  the  Court 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  particularly  directed  to  the 
above  opinion,  and  as  there  is  rcasou  to  believe  that  a  similar 
view  of  the  cjucstion  is  entertained  by  other  judicial  officers, 
this  point  still  appears  to  demand  au  authoritative  decision. 

It  would,  of  course,  be  presumptuous  to  attempt  to  discuss 
tlie  question  herCj  except  in  its  medical  bearings.  Still  many 
able  jurists,  among  whom  those  of  France  may  ho  especially 
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mentioned,  disupproTc  of  that  strict  nvoidance  of  leading 
questions  whicb  so  strongly  marks  &U  jadiclal  proceedings 
in  KngUad." 

The  position  of  the  meJic»l  witness  in  a  crinunal  question 
i«,  however,  altogether  different   from  thnt  of  nn  ordinary 
vjtiiess  to  matters  of  fact,     \^^lea  consulted  by  the  police 
in  m  ease  of  assault,  vonnding,  or  poisoQing,  he  is  not,  in  tlic 
lirst  place,  a  IVitnest;  be  is,  bkc  the  police  thcmsclrcs,  an 
active  Agent  in  tht  inquiry.     Can  it  be  thnt  each  of  the  par- 
tics  concerned  in  this  inquiry  is  under  obligation  to  punuc 
the  search  throughout,  guided  only  hy  hU  own  light,  keeping 
all  the  others  sedulously  iu  the  dark  'i     Whon,  later  in  the 
inquest,  the  erideuce  of  tlte  medical  witntss  is  called  for,  it  is 
evident  that,  in  nearly  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  ho  baa  to  be 
questioned,  not  upon  phin  facts,  bnt  upon  obscure  poiuta  of 
opinion  aud  Judgment.     He  can  baretioniotiFc  for  collusion; 
it  is  a   Decision  rather  than  an  Evidence  which  the   law 
demands  of  him ;  he  is,  in  fact,  the  arbitrator  of  a  most 
essential  portion  of  the  case :  with  him  alone  lies  the  deter< 
miualiou  of  those  leading  portions  of  the  inquiry  which  are 
set  before  him, — upon  these  he  stands  in  jndgiacDt;  and  all 
attainable  light  must  be  thrown  upon  every  point  of  difficulty 
which  he  may  be  colled  upon  to  weigh. 

In  short,  medical  jumta  cannot  be  too  conversant  with  the 
detiula  of  the  judicial  inquiries  in  which  their  opinions  are 
called  for ;  and  all  reserve  iu  furnishing  them  with  the  infor- 
mation which  they  require  involves  an  infraction  of  the  law 
as  established  both  in  England  and  in  India. 


*  "  Tlw  Swttuh  Unrjsn  r«g«(d  wttli  a  lacred  and  oorupulvut  booor,  vnty 
qvNllaii  w  ibapod  by  the  gouomI  examining  m  to  ranrn/  w  «  witntvi  ihe 
]«*•(  intimation  of  tlw  natan  at  ibu  amwi-r  whicb  ia  ilealisd  of  lum.  Hicm 
■cruple*.  Ihioiigh  rutindod  on  m  uxcwQcul  priuid|ilo,  are  tuoi'ptijnM  carried  lo 
an  nbmrd  pitcll  of  niccljTi  ospMlolIy  as  U  ih  generally  etay  fornlavrycr,  vhu 
bas  hia  irita  ibinit  him,  to  cludo  tii«  chjoctioo."— ijiu  W,  SctfiT. 
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At  tlic  request  of  Mr.  Ward,  late  Magistrate  of  HoTrah> 
I,  B0O1C  moDtlis  since,  sii^gcatcd  the  following  Rules  to  be 
cbierved  Ay  Darogahs  in  ti-nding  dead  Parties  to  the  sudder 
ttationfor  examirtation.  It  mustj  Imwever,  be  premised  that, 
ia  tbis  country,  the  appronch  and  pro<s;rc«fl  of  docompositioa 
can  be  only  in  some  degree  retarded,  whatever  meaua  wc  may 
adopt.  Still,  it  ia  witliiii  our  power  tw  preserve  the  remaiua 
aj^iuusl  the  attacks  of  insects  and  vermin,  and  to  proTide 
that  the  adrancc  of  putrefaction  ahall  not  be  uDuecessaril/ 
accelerated. 

"  I  would  rvcominrnd  timl  supplir*  of  vtrong  nevtu:  arid,  or  of  (he 
sniutioa  of  tlic  chloride  of  zinc  be  Knt  lo  ench  tbniiiia))  In  ihc  station. 
The  free  ajiplinittoii  of  e'nUer  of  thc&c  fluidi  over  a  boclf  nil!  lend  to 
Aithj  Bomcwhikt  tlic  pmgTcss  of  dfcnrnposition  cxtprnAlly  ;  anil  rij]  bo 
wry  vffi-cliiiil  in  prolccling  tbc  corpse  o^aiiut  the  ilfMnictlvir  attacks 
of  insects  and  nnall  aiiiinnldL  I  liiirl  lliat  ibc  cost  of  either  of  llicso 
fluids  «itl  \nf  three  mpccs  per  quart.  Itallier  more  llimi  a  jnnt  a(  Th« 
acetic  nciil  wowld  be  rcqMircil  for  each  l»ody.  The  chlotidc  of  zinc 
would  go  codiidcrobly  farthvr,  but  ia  soiiicvdiat  ubjerlianabic,  u  it 
would  !<non  dc&troy  tlir  clalbs  lued  fur  vnvi-inping  tlin  bodies.  * 

"  I  would,  therefore,  beg  to  rccommciiil  that,  i  in  mediately  upon  the 
divATCiy  or  disuitcrmcnt  of  a  body,  the  Darogali,  having  carcrully 
ohacrrcd  aud  inadc  notes  of  ilt  position,  the  atAtc  of  iia  ganneni.^  the 
marls  of  injiii>',  any  appearances  of  blood,  &c.,  on  the  grouiiil,  floor, 
waQs,  or  fiimidin-,  &c.,  ftc,  should  hare  it  plocctl  under  a  clean  ratiaa- 
botioined  chaipoT  (one  of  which  ini};ht  be  supplied  for  that  purjiose,  al 
tinatl  espcoBC,  to  each  police  station,)  aud  covered  »ilh  a  elcaii  «hcet. 

"  Care  should  lie  taken  not  lo  remove  any  traces  of  blood  or  mud, 
which  may  be  fouml  on  the  body.  Any  coni,  Stc^  on  the  neck  or  limba^ 
or  any  grwa  er  weed  grasped  in  ilie  haiidi*  hlLOuId  bo  allowed  tn  reninin 
unloached,  U  should  also  bft  the  rase  with  any  weapon  tefl  sticking  in 
the  VmIt.  Should  delay  bo  Gkety  to  attend  the  Grsl  inve«ligalion,  tlio 
body  iboulii  be  despatched  nt  nice,  with  a  memoramtum  to  tlic  magia- 
trale  of  (lie  caiuo  of  dcalli  auignrdt  as  well  as  of  (hat  whiuh  is  tvapecttd 
by  the  police, — »uch  a*,  'Alkgvd  to  have  been  drowned  ;  twi  suppoaad  to 
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liftve  bepH  kcateo  nith  laUhcea.*     The  rcgubr  SooratlLal  iliouU  follow 
u  spvedily  u  pmHiiblc. 

"  Wht^n  coiuiJerobJe  dtJajr  i*  (juiie  unavuiJalile,  it  wilt  l>e  iieveimry 
to  envelopr  the  corpse  carrfully  iu  a  sIipce  salitrated  mth  ilie  acedc 
acid.  Some  of  llie  acid  shoulil  ilso  b#  poured  into  ilie  mouth,  and  ■ 
doih  sMknt  in  it  should  b»  (lUcnl  rarcfully  otcr  uij*  woaiid  itist  m«y 
be  jirewul. 

"  WheTD  it  is  potcibln  to  s^iid  th«  bodr  lo  the  mcdicAl  officer  niitiin 
iirelve  hours  after  drsili,  it  sliauld  merely  be  eiitrcli>|)iid  in  a  dry  iUvet 
ami  despatched  at  onc«. 

"  As  the  present  mode  of  tending  bodivs  envelopMl  in  miu  and  slung 
on  m  bamboo  is,  in  nuin^r  lesjiect^  objcctionalvle,  I  irmild  ivcommcnd 
lliat  a  wooden  shell,  witi)  n  otuwrly  fitting  cover,  protected  above  and  M 
tlie  sidu  wd  ends  vriih  thick  sheets  of  sola*  aiid  fiiniished  wiih  pules 
for  ilie  beorm,  should  be  kept  at  cveiy  tliannah.  For  each  shell 
shgiild  be  supplied  tno  thuis  of  very  strong  cotton  cloth  or  tliia  canvas 
Olid  u  (jUHiitity  of  charcoiJ  broken  up  into  sm&U  piecvs  cotilii  alwa^'s  be 
kept  in  tlie  shell. 

"  I  would  alau  recommend  that,  if  possible,  four  dotru  bearers  ihould 
be  eccoiUHged  to  live  in  the  iiei^hhniifhooil  of  every  ihsnnnh  foi  llic 
speedy  coofej-ance  of  bodies.  Upon  repairing  to  the  spot  at  wliich  a 
suspicious  dcsUi  had  occurred,  the  Dsrogoli  could  be  accompanied  by 
thcae  men  with  llic  shell,  cliarroal,  cliriha,  nntl  a  Itotde  of  acid. 

"  iBeruie  placing  the  body  in  the  slicll,  tlic  chiircoiLl  should  be  emptied 
out  upon  one  of  the  sheeia  sprrjtd  on  llir  floor.  The  other  sheet  should 
(Jmo  bs  pUccd  al  the  bottom  of  the  shell,  with  its  cads  hanging  oul 
cTenly  over  the  edge.  U[)on  this  alicet,  t)ie  body,  enveloijcd  iti  its  wind- 
ing  ttUect  saturated  with  acetic  acid,  iltifiitd  be  ]ituccd  within  tlie 
■balL  The  otiici  ahcct,  with  a  portion  of  the  charcoal  stUl  upon  it, 
should  Uien  be  phoeil  evenly  over  the  body  with  its  eiidi  alto  lianging 
uvci  the  edge  of  the  sbelL  The  shell  should  then  be  filled  to  the  edge 
with  cliorcoal  and  the  lid  fttlcd  ou. 


*  The  apoit^  wood  of  tbe  jEtt^ttmnt  Paludota.-^n  gn<st  non-^iDiJiictor 
of  bcKlt  from  wkidi  **  fic«  paper"  to  nwnafiictimd. 
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"  By  this  arr«nf;«inent,  we  ■haiilc)  lie  (-nalilcil  to  lift  ofT  lli?  wlwle  of 
th«  clittrcoal  in  llie  upper  slicfl,  finding  t\w  limly  uiisoilocl  bfiionlli  il. 
The  IxHJy  could  ihcii  be  liflcU  from  (he  shell,  for  inspection,  by  grasping 
ilip  comers  of  the  lower  slievt 

"  Tilt)  clmrcoiii  needs  noi  be  uspil  ogain,  l)ut  il  iihouUl  be  the  duty  oC 
■lie  {lomes  to  clean  (lie  shell,  and  to  wnah  the  nhecis  before  taking 
ihem  back  to  the  tlianoah. 

"If  puwdblc!,  the  bodies  thould  Ixt  brought  from  thnmiBh  to  ihniiiiah, 
OF  tlang  trackB  wlicre  additioiuJ  be&rets  may  he  ohuiiiied.  The  obove 
plui,  although  it  nould  be  attended  with  eomc  outlay  at  lint,  would  iiot, 
in  >11  probability,  bo  mope  vxjHtiRivo,  ultimnt^'iy,  than  the  use  of  baiiil>DOK 
and  mnlK,  whicli  kk  never  <«ip!oycd  a  mcond  time. 

**  Should  it  be  found  impoii<)ible  to  abandon  the  prewont  pinii  of  convey- 
ing hollies,  the  roT|iMe  shottld  he  vtivclopird — 1st,  iu  the  sheet  mlttra(«d 
with  acid,  u  already  directed — 2»dly,  in  n  mat  of  closp  leiUiw — 
.'tnlly,  it  should  1h^  pkced  ml  a  <uiar«r  iiinl  upreatl  nith  n  thick  layer  of 
I'tiarcool,  bioken  small.  The  coarse  nmt  should  then  he  closed  over,  tbe 
»j>avc  holwcen  Ihc  innu  being  Rrst  clusrly  jiacked  with  clutrcoal,  and  tk« 
whole  carefully  bound  louud  with  sjilit  raiung." 

I'NCERTAlNXy  0¥  GENKILU.  EVIDENCE  IN  ISDLA. 


Supposing  all  attainable  iiiformntion  to  bare  bcco  furnUbed 
by  tbc  police^  the  medical  jurist  in  ibis  countrr  has  to 
contend  vritb  a  cause  of  cmbarrassiuent  irliicb  ia  almost 
uuknovu  nt  home,  la  Ji)iigluii<l,  it  may  be  taken  aa  a  general 
rule,  that  all  iDformation,  centribnted  in  aid  of  a  medico- 
legal inquiry,  contains  nothing  that  can  be  regarded  as 
wilful  niisreiircseutfttionj  unless  emauatiug  from  the  criminal 
or  bis  direct  abettors.  There,  all  meu  combine,  with  earoeat 
pnrposc  and  stmrpencd  faculties,  to  rcrcal  tbc  hidden  gililt. 
In  India,  however,  tbe  deceit  inherent  in  the  character  of 
the  lower  classof  natives  surrounds  all  judicial  iuTestigationt 
with  nn  atmosphere  of  obscurity.  Wbeucver  the  ease  has 
involved  loss  of  life,  tbc  fricodt  of  tbc  deceased  arc,  not 
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unnaturally,  prone  to  give,  to  say  the  least,  an  cxn^cgerated 
coloring  to  llietr  xtntcmenta.  Other  witnevies,  Icsa  personally 
concerned  lo  the  isHue,  either  speak  under  intimidation  or 
for  »  price,  or  do  not  tiesitnte  to  endeavour  to  gain  credit  by 
asserting- more  than  they  knoT, 

The  extortion  of  confession  by  intimidatioti,  and  even  by 
torture,  is  a  practice  often  attiibuted  to  the  police  of  thi^  Pre- 
sidency, and  occasionally  brought  borac  to  tfacm  in  extreme 
eases;*  and,  in  certain  inatauce)i,  Darogaha  anil  their  subor- 
dinates have  been  under  strong  suspiciou  uf  fabricating 
case*,  and  of  anborning  witncsscs.f 

A  single  ease  will  aufficiently  iLlustrdtc  the  character  of  the 
uncertmiitiea  which  may  present  themselves  to  the  medical 
juristin  thiscountry.  In  (he  cold  ticuaou  of  1850,  I  received 
3  amati  fragment  of  recent  bone  irith  an  ofllcial  letter  from 
the  Magistrate  of  the  district  in  »liieh  2  wna  then  stationed. 
The  bone  waa  evidently  aportion  of  the  fchnft  nf  the  humerus 
or  femur  of  a  young  child;  it  was  nearly  two  inches  loug, 
and  weighed  about  throe  clrnchms.  It  Irui  fonucd  less  than 
half  of  the  circumfercuce  of  the  shafl,  ami  had  evidently 
boeu  broken  out  by  a  jackal,  the  dent  of  a  small  caninu  tooth 
being  impressed  distinctly  on  its  edge.  I  was  informed  that  a 
little  native  girl,  about  four  years  old,  had  been  tiikcn  away 
from  her  home,  by  one  Tofan  Alee,  who  waa  some  time 
afterwards  scixcd  by  the  police,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river. 


•  LVc-iHiiins  of  Iho  Nixtmnt  AJawtii[  If.  W.  P.,  «ot.  U,  p.  M,  "a  loli. 
»il#M«r  ttait  tm>  chuppr&MOM  cnmirli'^  nf  cnivl  tortDr«"  ("with  ■  view 
•ppan-Dll;,  of  obMlnini;  iiifomfttuiii  npudia^  ■  rohbtrj'"}  knit  *<>Dt«iiccd  m 
tBipn''<)U(iic<i(  for  fouruiJ  two  yvan  tvalKtlixtly,  Jainunrv  '^'Ist  ISJ-J,  Sou 
■ltd  N.  A.  RvpnTU,  T«1.  ir.,  |i.  ivu,  A|inl  IfM.  &c. 

t  See  B«poTU  of  Niiamut  Adavrliit,  rol.iii.,  part  I  of  1$S3,p.  SSft  i  iind  pan 
8,  p  I.10.  Rnpntun  lUc  Slst«of  Uae  Voliise  in  tlie  Lower  rroTincm  for  Idirr, 
p.  M  t— fur  IMS,  p.  33. 


ov  URDiCAL  jirniarBiTDENCi: 

TLc  cUUtl's  silver  ornaments  were  found  upon  lilm  ;  tie  at  on«o 
confessed  that  he  had  strangled  the  iufaut,  and  pointed  oat 
the  spot  where  he  had  buried  the  body.  Upon  close  search, 
however,  nothing  could  be  found  there  except  the  fragment 
of  bone  described  and  the  ghoonsm,  or  wftiat-string,  which 
the  child  had  worn.  A  place  ucar  a  tank  was  also  pointed 
out  by  the  prisoner,  in  which  the  child's  jacket  was  found 
concealed,  After  confessing  to  the  police,  and  repenting 
every  circumstance  of  his  crime  before  the  Magistrate,  tho 
prisoutT  retracted  hia  avowal ;  aud,  iu  the  absence  of  any 
evidence  bcyoud  that  affurdcd  by  the  spHulcr  of  bone, 
(which  might  have  been  brought  by  dogs  or  jackals  from  a  dis- 
tance), it  appeared  questionable  whether  the  prisoner  might 
not  have  committed  the  not  by  any  means  unfrcqucnt  crime 
of  stealing  the  child,  and  selling  her,  after  having  stripped 
her  of  her  clothes  and  ornaments  iu  the  place  indicated. 

After  examiuing  the  splinter  of  bone,  I  expressed  my  be- 
lief,  that  the  body  had  been  devoured  by  wild  animals;  but 
told  the  Dnrognh  that  diligent  search  must  still  be  made  for 
the  skull,  which  would,  doubtless,  be  discovered.  I  was  ooa- 
Tinccd  that  small  animaJs,  like  jackals,  could  do  no  more  than 
guaw  the  perfectly  ossilicd  skull  of  a  child  of  that  age,  and 
n)ll  it  from  place  to  place.  The  DarogaU  failing  to  maku 
any  further  discovery,  1  accompanied  the  Magistrate  to  the 
scene  of  the  alleged  crime,  a  very  distant  solitary  apot,  on 
the  bank  of  a  oarrow,  but  deep  oud  rapid  murah  stream,  by 
which  any  fragments  of  the  body  might  have  hccn  carried 
down  towards  the  river.  As,  however,  it  appeared  unlikely 
tliat  the  jaekah  would  resign  any  portion  of  their  prey,  I 
Btill  maiutaiiicd  confidently  that  the  sknll  must  be  found, 
probably  among  the  thickets  of  wild  pinv-applc  with  which 
the  ground  was  coveted.  Shortly  aller  tliis,  the  skull  of  n 
child  was  brought  to  me  by  tlic  police  j  it  was  recent,  cor< 
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responded  vitU  the  age  of  the  mming  c\\\\A,  aad  bad, 
evidently,  been  gnawed  by  small  wild  auim&b,  tlic  niaika  of 
■vrbose  teeth  travcrifd  the  calvarioni  in  every  direction. 
Still,  agniu,  this  prompt  discoTcry  of  the  skull,  upon  my 
reiterated  assertion  thnt  it  must  be  fortbcouiiug,  iiAcr  ttiti 
ground  bad  been  searched  again  ami  again  for  ncnrly  n  vcck 
hy  the  vhole  pogse  comU  at  MM,  was  soraeMlmt  startling;  iind 
tUc  suspicion  obtruded  itself — haTc  tbe  police  been  go  miicli 
impressed  with  the  confideuoe  of  my  assertion,  that  some 
bnrkundauze,  fiiiling  to  discover  the  hutd,  and  feeling  himself 
unpleasantly  re^ponublc  to  the  Darogali,  has  endi'iivoured 
ta  resolve  the  diflicuUy  by  borrowing  a  credible  head  from  one 
of  tbe  many  bodies  ilaily  floating  down  tbe  adjacent  river? 
The  skull  was  shown  to  the  cliild's  father,  who  asserted  thM 
ho  could  ideotify  it  by  the  ahape  of  the  front  teeth;  but 
still  it  nua  (jucstionablc  whether,  in  his  anxiety  to  cutirict 
the  mau  nho  was  kuown  to  bare  kidnapped  his  cliild,  he 
would  hare  hesitated  to  identify  any  skuU  that  might  have 
been  producird.*  When  tried,  the  prisoner  recalled  his 
confcsvioQ,  nud  pleaded  "not  guilty."  The  sessions  jud^e, 
however,  acntcnccd  him  to  death,  and  the  Judges  of  tlie 
superior  court  confirmed  the  decision,  recording  their  opinion 
that  "the  corpus  delicti  being  proved,  non- recognition 
should  not  absolutely  and  invariably  be  ruled  to  bar  capilal 
ponifthmeDt.  £uch  case  should  be  tried  with  rcfcrcuce  to  the 
clrcamstoQccs,  and  to  the  facts  established."  The  prisoner 
suffered  the  last  penalty  of  the  law.  IJiacasc  affunls  an  illus- 
tration of  those,  doubtless  generally  unjust,  still  by  no  means 
useles!!  questionings,  which  should  scarcely  be  discouraged 
during  a  thorough  aifting  of  these  obscure  caaes  in  India. 


"  Hue  neognltion  of  ihc  iikuU  appMn  imt  h>  bi.Te  Imvh  ailniiuod  U  Uic 
■BUKMMooarti  uilii'  j[iJ|;c'>[viiuri  (ikyi  " tben is  ou Mtitiiwlury  recogni- 
cJuB  ur  tba  wf**." 
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MEDICAL  EVIDESCE. 

la  ordinnrj  cuscs  of  assault,  the  Ciril  Surgeon's  vritten 
statement,  ill  r(^>l y  to  tbc  Magistrate's  letter  of  inquiry',  in 
received  aa  evidcuce.  Tlie  Regulation,  however,  directs  that, — 

Id  cases  of  inunler,  or  wounding,  endangering  life,  when  clie  iKMly  or 
mound  mny  Ittve  been  iDspcclcd  by  the  Civil  Surgeon,  tlic  dcpoationi  of 
IIh- Surj;fon  should  be  invoriably  taken  on  ouh,  vtlicihcr  bc^forc  the 
MngisUntt:  vt  tlic  ocrtuiionN  Juilgv. — Circular  Order,  No.  >j-|,  p&ra.  7, 
Itilh  July  1830  ;  Circular  Order,  No.  42,  1st  May  1840. 

Something  farther  is,  however,  ncccasarj-  to  render  such 
depoMtions  valid  as  evidence  in  the  Sessions  Courts. 

In  May  1853,  a  csisc  uf  murder  -nas  tried  at  Mynpooric,  in 
nliicli  the  Sessions  Judge  apprehended  that,  although  tlic  Civil 
Su^gef^n  had  left  the  station  on  leave  for  Europe  before  the 
trinl, — that  officer's  dopositiona  hsiviiiif  hecn  tnken  on  oath, 
before  the  Magistrate  in  ficcordancc  with  Circular  No.  -IS,  of 
Ist  May  18i0— he  was  at  liberty  to  refer  to  thcac  tlcpositiona 
RS  evidence  which,  under  any  legal  view  whatever,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  ignore.  lie,  however,  abstained  from  placing 
the  examination  of  the  Civil  Surgeon  boforo  the  Magistrate 
on  the  record  of  his  Court.  It  wai  ruled  by  the  Superior 
Court  that, — although  the  Circular  Order  quoted  by  the 
Sessions  Judge  directs  that  tho  examiuatiuns  of  Medical 
Officers  in  the  Mngistratea' Courts  shall  be  tAken  on  oath, 
in  order  to  their  being  available  on  the  trial, — in  the  event  of 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  otiiccrs  maklag  them,  it  i« 

*  la  ■  CUD'  triiid  Bi  ll*r^l>.  In  Juiiurj'  16J4,  llm  Cuurt  ohttcm-d  tJial  ihr 
mere  occupation  of  the  Civi)  Snrfceon  on  other  ituty,  snd  the  cmiAr(|iii>ii(  Don- 
tttt'ni)anc«  nt  the  triil.  by  no  meAn*  Jiiitiififi*!  the  procoriuro  here  wlofusl  of 
Blkcinic  l>is  foujdiLrec  depletion  on  iho  rM^ord  of  u^al,  hfur  coating  tt  tu  b* 
»tliwl*it  by  Ihu  tiiiiKTibing  witnpMCs  ;  *ueh  krulirtn  h  only  ulli>u«d  in  lh« 
"  nnitrwiJaUt  «iiitii«,"  of  Ui«  SurRetw,  umler  Cirmlar  Otdrr,  Hatml  let  May 
19in.  (W.  r.  iM  rxplainnl  by  ColUlnirlioD  No.  131^.— NUtunul  Adswlot 
IkptflJ,  N.  W.  r.,  Will  January  IBS*. 
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nccoasary  that  such  (•xaraiDations  ehould  be  proved,  ou  the 
trial,  in  tlie  usual  mauDcr,  in  coDformity  to  the  injunctiou 
oontniued  lu  tlic  Circutitr  Orders  of  the  16th  July  18^; 
otherwise,  Ibey  cannot  be  accepted  na  proof  a^iost  the 
ncciucd.  This  precaution  uot  Iiaviiig  been  obserred  in  the 
present  instance,  the  deposition  of  the  Medical  Officer  was 
held  liy  the  Court  not  to  be,  la  its  Gxistiog  «t»te,  admissible 
iw  piidenco  i^ainst  the  prisoner.* 

A  similar  ruling  was  adhcrcxl  to  by  the  Court  in  a  csaa 
tried  at  Cawnporc  in  1852,  where  the  Sesatona  Judge  had 
placed  on  the  record  of  his  Court  an  original  letter  from  the 
Civil  Surgeon,  autl  other  papers  whiL-li,  in  their  then  form, 
vrcre  inadmissible  ns  proof;  and  again,  in  a  case  tried  at 
Barcilly  in  the  same  year,  where  the  statement  on  oath  of 
the  Civil  Sui^eoD,  not  liaring  beeu  duly  attested  and  prorcd, 
was  ignored  hy  the  higher  Court.t 

The  Medical  Officer's  cTidcncc  must  be  taken  ia  full  and 
de  iwwjo  in  the  Sessious  Court.  The  Superior  Court  N.  W.  P. 
nded,  in  1854,  in  a  ease  where  the  Sessions  Judge,  in  ctaraio- 
ingtheCiril  Surgeon,  had  not  called  on  him  to  repeat  ymfl/im 
his  previous  depoaition  in  the  AIngiatrate'a  Court,  but  had 
allowed  him  to  read  that  document,  and  had  asked  him  if  the 
replies  therein  recorded  coutfuned  the  facts  of  the  case, — that 
this  was  not  the  proper  mode  of  conducting  an  examination. 
The  Civil  Surgeon  should,  like  any  other  witness,  hare  been 
directed  to  state,  tie  novo,  all  the  circumatances,  to  the  beat  of 
Ills  recollection,  referring  to  any  notes  he  might  have  to 
refresh  liia  memory.  J 

Again — "  The  eiridence  of  the  Cisil  Surgeon  should  have 

Biatout  Ailowlut  RppotU,  H,  W.  P.,  "f  :Jl«t  May  1863. 
t  Kiiamnt    Adanlut    Report).  TS.    W.    "P.,  of  'J:tr<l  Jnnt)  ud    2»th 
Ittmwbot  I8S9: 

t  Kiaamut  Aikraiai  Reports.  4lb  April  18M.    Agnio,  Ibtti,  TA  AprU  1U4. 
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been  tnliCQ  io;  detail;  a  mere  attestntiun  on  oath  of  a  written 
report,  made  on  in»pcctiitg  the  corpse,  ta  iiut  atiffidcut,  and 
Hoitld  imply  a  wimt  of  proper  attctilioii  on  tlic  part  of  the 
Sewioni  JuJge,  to  \u«  duty  ufeluciilatiiig  by  qucstioDS  the 
exact  nature  of  the  wouuds  causing  tteatb,  and  of  the 
weapou  with  which  they  were  apparently  inflicted.* 

Ill  caacs  which  hfirc  came  under  the  iinmcdintc  notice 
oidy  of  a  nittirc  doctor  or  Sul).Assiata.ut  Surgeon,  the  Civil 
Surgeon  may  be  called  upon  for  an  opinion  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  subordinate  Medical  Olhccr. 

At  Aloradftbad,  in  lasj,  the  Scssioiia  Judge  WM  required 
by  the  Superior  Court  to  obtain  the  evidence  on  trial  of  the 
Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  il^  to  the  cause  of  death.  They 
directed  thut  the  evidence  of  the  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon 
should  be  read  over  to  the  Civil  Assistant  Surgeon,  and  Bucb 
other  questions  pnt  to  the  former  as  the  latter  might 
suggest,  ^ith  a  viev  to  elicit  more  fully  the  symptoms 
Apparent  on  the  pout  mortem  examination ;  the  opinion  of  the 
Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  sliould  then  be  taken  on  outh  as  to 
the  cause  of  death  to  be  inferred  from  the  armptoms 
described;  and  the  degree  of  confidence  between  mere 
Ruspicion  and  eeitaiiity  with  which  the  deponent's  opinion 
on  the  subject  might  be  formed,  should  be  particularly 
noted.t 

Identi/icalion  of  Arlicla  euhmitlvd  to  the  Medical  OJteci' 
/or  Ejramina/ion. — In  commeiitiiig  upon  the  rccortl  of  n  case 
tried  at  Bareilly,  the  Judges  of  the  higher  Court  ruled  tliivt 
— "In  taking  the  examination  of  the  Civil  Surgeon,  the 
Additional  Sessions  Judge  should  have  shown  bim  the  cnp 
and  dhotcc,  on  which  he  deposed  to  having  observed  spots 
of  blood,  and  bare  obtained  identification  of  the  same;  the 

*  Ninmnl  Ailxtlul  nepnrUi,  N.  W.  P.,  Dili  No>-cuibvr  ISM. 
t  Mumiit  AdtiMUi  RvfivnA,  H.  W.  P.,  V7tli  Mmy  1814, 


* 
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omission  Tnimt  be  noticed,  nnd  the  AiMitioniil  Sessions  Jndgc 
informed  tlmt  tlie  oxaraiaation  of  tlic  Ciril  Surgeon,  in  its 
present  form,  doeg  not  reach  the  priBoner."* 

IDENTrn'  01>'  BODIESu 

ScTcml  interesting  questions  regarding  the  identity  or 
dcftd  bodies  Arc  likely  to  come  under  the  iuvcstigatiou  of 
the  medical  jurist  in  this  country.  A  very  prcTalcnt  crime 
amongst  the  nstiTCs  of  Hcngal,  is  that  of  causing  a  pcmon 
lo  disuppeur,  tiud  of  charging  some  obuosioua  individual  with 
bis  murder;  &  putrid  corpse,  readily  proeured  from  the  river, 
ngd  disfigured  with  wountU  being,  perhaps,  brought  forwgird 
as  that  of  the  lost  individojU. 

Upon  examination  of  this  body,  the  medicA]  officer  can  pro- 
bably do  little  more  than  report  that  tlicrcmnins  arc  those  gfa 
mate  or  female,  young  or  old,  upon  which  he  observes  certain 
wounds,  regarding  which  he  cannot  venture  any  opiniou  as 
to  whether  they  were  inflicted  before  or  after  death.  Hero 
the  safety  of  the  accused  is,  of  course,  imperilled;  unless,  as 
has  not  unfrcqucutly  happened,  bis  allied  victim  be  speedily 
produced  in  full  life  and  vigour.  The  most  recent  case  of 
this  kind  is,  I  believe,  that  recorded  in  tlic  Nisamut  Adawlut 
Keports,  Part  1.  of  185»,  p.  25D,  in  which  "certain  of  the 
prisoners  were  convicted  on  tbeirown  coufessious  of  peijury, 
in  having  faUcly  deposed  to  the  fact  of  a  murder  and  burial 
of  the  corpse,  in  a  trial,  at  the  concluuon  of  which  the 


■  Niismut  Adbwlut  RcpurU.  N.  W.  P.,  3(>lb  October  1953,  p,  12W. 

Infttrinl  U  Fiirrt«dporf  ui  16.WI.  tbo  Sub-AulslontSiiTgoon  g»te  ran- 
Blcling  Wilinunx  beti^n  the  MBgUtniU  sad  the  Stuions  Judge,  ba  to  tho 
CMISO  of  doMh.  ThU,  of  «oarM,  )«)  to  Ik*  scquittal  of  tho  paTlioL  Th(< 
8nperli>l«iul«ivt  of  Pulico  aUribuiMl  this  U>  bli  wuil  of  knowledge  ia  Medkal 
Jurupraitcfice^ftnd  In  hi*  not  hnvinfi  bocn  acaiutoauid  to  ^r«  uvi(Icnc«  in 
public,  (o  that  be  becnnu!  confuted— Poliv«  Beporl,  L.  T.  for  I8S1.  p.  *3. 
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alleged  deceusetl  made  liis  npiwiiirance  in  court."  "  It  vould 
be  impossible,"  writci!  the  sessions  judge  in  his  report  of  this 
trial,  "  to  iniHgiuo  a  case  more  complelolv  sattsfiictory,  as  re- 
gards at  least  the  guilt  of  Abdool  Kurrem"  [the  unfortiinato 
accused],  "than  this  bccitmc  uhcu  the  Darognh's  report  was 
com])lctcd,  nud  as  in  fact  it  remniucd,  uutit  the  appciuraocc  of 
Pertauhnnraiii"  [the  murdered  man]  "brought  to  light  its 
real  character.  The  prosecutrix  wasthcmotlicr of  thcmisaing 
man;  the  priucifial  witness  was  his  wife,  Shurnsnttee,  and 
his  cousin  Knnaram,  while  the  prisoner's  owu  servants  detiuled 
at  Icnpth  the  circuna stances  attending  the  Imrinl  of  the  body. 
There  were  no  LDCOnsiatencies,  and  no  contradictions  in  the 
evidcDce,  which,  from  first  to  Itust,  gave  the  hcarera  the  im- 
pression, that  n  heinous  crime  had  indeed  at  last  been  brought 
to  light,  in  Bpite  of  a  powerful  comhiaation  to  conceal  il." 

In  this  case,  however,  ns  well  us  in  three  similar  instances 
of  which  1  posscsa  notes,  no  body  ttof  produced.  It  wa*!  stated, 
that  the  corpse  of  the  murdered  man  had  hecn  dug  up,  and 
thrown  into  the  sen  for  greater  aceurity.*  Ju  casca  of  this 
complexion,  however,  it  would  merely  require  a  little  more 
audacity   in  the  criminals,  to   produce  a  body  as  that  of  tho 

*  [)r.  Kennblli  Mx^Kinnon  hu  fuvorMl  me  with  the  fuUowing  doia*,  frvn 
BMmai]r,  on  k  vcrjr  rcmHkaUo  CMe  of  Uiit  ilcacrijitiua.  "  When  1  wtu  u 
Oaiiiiip'>r<',  »  CUD  oMiuTAd  MHSi^y  iiliutraliio  ^r  tbo  dcHintUIpfiOM  of  pn>- 
Aiiciiijir  ihu  boilirs  of  pcnuioa  auppiuud  tu  bare  Iwcn  munlcnHl.  Two  bttyt  wt 
oat  oati  Journey  from  BuDtllekunJ  ;  and,  nbil«  balluu^  tOK^tbcr,  one  for  iba 
dbjMtaf  Bppropriatiiig  hia  prx>iwrty.  ilirvw  tlic  rjilu<r  Jiilti  ili^up  wator,  wtmn 
lu!  iru  auppoMtl  to  bftTo  bu-o  drovmoil,  a»  bf  dlMippoitrfd  T"?  a  long  line, 
Ttip  Eiippowd  murcUnir  ruturtiiNt  in  Cuwnporc  and,  afu-r  a  tim«>,  I  tliink  ron- 
fwanil  ttis  crimn.  At  any  rale,  lie  va<  irinl  by  &tr  Rpirns  onn  of  the  monl 
eouot*ntMi>*  uwl  cautions  mem  that  iMvr  nt  on  thi>  b«nrh,  iitid  randBnuMMl  Ut 
dMth.  Wbflc  Um  prucevtlinei  irere  tH-furu  the  Ajim  Suildur,  tlic  Lul  luppoacd 
to  hare  beco  drownrd  rrturncd  to  bis  honx)," 

Sm  an  cxlraonUmu-jr  ciumi,  Bppirnnil;  of  ihU  kind,  N.  A.  R..  If.  W.  P., 
fU.-plr.  IBUi  ItIM,  ^  SSI,  and  aovlhor  m  iho  Polic«  Rupvrl,  L.  P.,  fv*  1844, 
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tnurdcred  peraou,  trusting  to  its  disPigurCTQCnt  and  to  tlie 
medical  officer's  inexperience ;  and  it  appeua  lliitt  sach 
iii!tt»nces  liave  occurred.  To  currr  out  fiill;r  a  deception 
of  ihiK  kind,  it  iroitld,  huivever,  be  n^emnrv  that  the  body 
]irodiiced,  should,  iu  ricurly  nil  respects,  correspond  with  that 
of  the  mi«sing  person ;  and  to  compuss  this  vonid  ccrtaiuly 
be  regarded  as  no  eiiTe  or  caNT  iindcrtakin^t  where  it  was 
understood  thnt  the  mcdicnl  ulUccr  could  disliiii^iiisli,  iu  »iiy 
body  that  might  be  brought  to  him,  not  only  the  age,  con- 
fltitutional  state  and  cuurc  of  death  of  the  deeeaitcd,  Ijut  also 
liis  ca»tc  and  condition  in  life,  and  a  great  variety  of  Other 
distinctive  particulars.  Strongly  iiuprcssed  with  the  ne- 
cessity that  medical  men  iu  India  should  possess  this  dis- 
criminative power,  I  have  hecn  at  considcrnhlc  pnina  to  colluvt 
accurate  infurmatioii  upon  the  subject.*  Attention  to  the 
following  rules  will  he  nnilicicut  to  establish  the  religion  uf 
the  deceased  under  all  ordinary  circumstanooa  : 

MALES. — The  body  of  a  Afut/tuJnuiHH  male,  aljove  the  »ga 

of  U  years,  always  presents   the  marlts  of  circiim- 

cision. 
A  (bom)    ^fuuull^ttnm  never  has  tbc  lohcs  uf  both  curs 

pierced. 
Every  Uifulu,  atiove   the   ago  of  II  years,  lias  tiad  tlm 

lobes  of  hoik  cars  pierced  for  earrings. 
Where  a  uecklace  of  beads  is  worn,  the  wearer  is  a 

Hiwlu, 
FEJ!  ALES. — ^TiVhcre  a  mark  of  tattooing  is  found  between 

the  eyes,  the  fcuialc  may  be  known  aa  a  (bom)  Ifindu. 


*  I  ua  tDdcbtml  to  BubcKi  Griib  Cliiuidrr  Glioai*,  Dnpntj  Magitlrato  or 
Ilownili,  nod  lo  Btboo  P(>ary  IaII  Buticrji^a,  uf  Oi'ii-qumh,  fir  a  vnry  iatfv 
nui6>  »f  IntureMinic  rocl*  hcAriiij;  uimn  Uils  puiat.  llic  ilcuui»  would  hw- 
ever  oc-tipy  Iw  niiiub  iftKv  iii  u  pnK'liciiI  work. 


MCDICAL  JCniSFRrDENCE 


Tbc  y/fJirfw  female  wonrs  licr  sareo  n/tffU,  that  of  II 
Sfussuiiwimtee  is  always  double. 

When  an  iron  karoo,  or  bracelet,  is  worn  on  the  left 
wi-ist,  the  weartT  is  a  ll'mdu  woman,  wluwe  husbaud 
ii  liTing. 

The  Hindu  women  pierce  tbc  ears  irregularly  through 
the  tb»aa  innorainata  above,  iu  one  or  two  places ; 
through  tlic  lobe  also  in  one  or  two  placeii;  nud,  pci^ 
hap3,  at  one  spot  through  the  concha. 

When  the  openings  are  DuiBerQus.nnd  arc  found  extend- 
ing in  H  line  complelelv  along  the  helix,  nnd  where  the 
rin^  worn  are  $ilver,  the  female  is  certaiiUy  a  Miu- 

guluMIHftee, 

Iu  cTcrv  case  of  snspidouB  death,  the  rlaro^hs  shonld  he 
expected  to  give,  in  their  Sooruthak,  accurate  descriptions 
of  all  marks  of  tattooing,  scars,  &c.,  on  the  bodies  sent  in, 
as  well  as  of  the  clothes,  ornaments  and  amulets  worn.  The 
apparent  age  should  also  be  atuted. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  K.Quodcvcfor  a  veriruscful  hint  with 
regard  to  the  importance  of  preserving  the  cut  ends  of  the 
bones  in  cases  where, — for  example,  as  not  nnrrct^uentlj 
occurs, — a  headless  body  or  a  detached  limb  is  brought  in  for 
examiuatioQ.  Unless  this  precaution  bo  takeu,  it  may  often  be 
impossible  to  judge  with  certainty  whether  parts  scut  for  ex- 
amination aubscqucutly  belong  to  the  sRine  or  to  another  body. 

It  will,  freijuciitly,  happen  that  thu  ntudical  officer's 
opinion  will  be  rociuired  upon  skeletons  or  detached  bones. 
The  smallne«s  and  dcHcntc  formation  of  the  skeleton  of 
the  Bengalee  may  often  lead  to  couaidcrable  doubt,  regard- 
ing the  age  and  sex  of  the  deceased,  uulcss  the  pelvis  bo 
produced. 

An  inBtmctive  case,  involving  an  unnsunl  amount  of  doubt 
as  to  the  identity  of  certain  human  bones,  wu  tried  at 
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Mccnit,  in  May  and  June  1863.  One  KuUoo,  a  ontivc 
policemnn,  was  gcncrolly  knoiru  ia  bis  village  to  hare  a 
criminal  intimac/  with  a  tnarncd  voman  ^rasstimat  Govra. 
The  age  of  this  woman  is  stated  to  have  hecu  28  yeara,  she 
had  n  girl  four  or  five  years  old  born  previous  to  her  last 
muriage.  On  the  13th  of  March,  the  woman's  bushand 
being  absent,  Kulloo  iras  seen  by  several  neighbours  leaving 
the  village  followed  br  the  woman  trith  her  child  in  ber 
arms.  Ke  vas  absent  from  his  duties  on  that  uight;  on 
nturning  tbe  fuUowiug  day,  he  was  questioned  regarding  his 
absence  nnd  the  disappearance  of  the  woman,  whora  be  pro- 
mised to  bring  back  forthwith,  nnd  went  away  ostensibly  for 
that  purpose.  Uc  did  not  retuni ;  but,  sereral  days  after* 
wards,  ho  was  apprehended  selling  oniaments,  which  were 
proved  to  be  hers,  in  a  distant  bazar.  He  attempted  this  sale 
clundcstiuelr;  and,  when  discovered,  offered  Kupcca  15  to 
two  OuHneens,  and  afterwards  a  share  to  the  pobcc  icmadar. 
U[K>u  being  examined  by  the  joint  magistrate,  he  accused 
fitber  parties  of  the  murder,  (altogether  falsilying  the  state- 
ments which  he  had  made  at  tbe  thnnnali,)  aud  especial!/ 
implicating  one  Dilsookfa.  On  tlio  24tb  March,  eleven  da^ 
after  tbe  disappearance  of  the  woman  and  child,  the  prisoner 
was  sent  with  the  jail  darogab  to  poiut  out  the  remains  of 
the  woman,  which  be  said  had  been  thrown  by  the  muiderers 
into  a  veil.  Nothing  waa  found  in  the  welt.  lie  then  took 
the  police  to  search  the  house  of  Dilsookb:  tome  proi>orty 
was  found,  but  this  waa  afterwards  nsccrtnined  to  be  Oil- 
sookh'a  own.  On  tbe  following  day,  he  was  again  taken  to 
tbe  well,  which  was  searched  in  vaiu  by  n  diver.  The 
prisoner  now  pointed  lu  a  direction  in  which  he  said  he 
perceived  a  smt^ll,  and  led  tbe  police  to  a  rniKcd  spot  about 
100  paces  from  the  vdl,  where,  among  stalks  of  wheat 
which  bad  evidently  been  trampled  down  by  the  feet  of 
birds  antl  wild  animals,  certain  liuniau  Ijonos  were  found — 
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vis.  two  pieces  of  a  small  sktill,  ten  small  ribs,  two  pieces  of 
a  Inrgcr  skull,  the  lower  jaw  vitb  the  teeth,  balf  the  nppcr 
jaw,  with  the  tcctli,  part  of  t)i«  uhsbI  hone,  and  six  other 
bones  not  ctescribed.  Tlic  police  stated  that  no  smell  wan 
pcrccplibtc  from  the  boncii  when  close  to  ihem,  they  were 
dry,  and  bore  the  nppe-nniiicc  of  the  reiunins  of  n  person  vho 
had  been  dead  ten  or  liftceit  days  ;  the  ncivthcr  wa»  hot,  the 
boDCs  had  been  diaraembcrcd,  aa  if  torn  to  pieces  by  dogs  or 
jnckala.  Near  tlicae  verc  a  gitayree  and  nouffree,  rccogaisod  as 
those  worn  by  the  cliihl  Luchiticc,  iind  a  small  child's  chooree 
in  three  pieces,  also  recognised.  lie  then  said  that  he  had 
forguttciithcday  before  where  the  weHriiig-appurcl  of  Goivra 
had  bccu  couccalcd  iu  the  bouse  of  UiUookh,  nnd  took  the 
police  to  ou  oiit-houBC  where  they  were  foniid  in  a  mutka, 
where  he  had  sunie  diiys  previously  (ttntcd  before  the  Juiat 
Magistrate  that  ihcy  had  been  concealed.''  Upon  the  honca, 
being  sent  to  the  Ciril  Assistant  Surgeon,  however,  this 
Officer  certified  na  follows; — "  J  examined,  about  a  week  ago, 
buudry  huncs  forming  portions  of  the  bodies  of  two  children  : 
one  I  should  suppose  to  have  been  about  eight  years  old,  the 
other  about  as  many  months;  not  one  of  the  hones  I  saw 
formed  any  portion  of  an  adult  bkeletou."  Vipuu  this  report, 
tho  Joint  Magistrate,  considering  that  it  alforded  conclunive 
proof  that  the  boues  vcre  not  those  of  the  murdered  woman, 
without  cxamioiDg  the  Civil  Surgeon,  or  calling  for  his 
attendance,  found  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the  theft  only,  and 
sentL'iiccd  him  to  three  years'  imprisonment.  The  matter 
was,  however,  taken  up  by  superior  authority  and  rc-iavestl- 
gated.  The  trial  at  the  Sessions  Court  was  held  14  raonlha 
subsequently.  The  Civil  Surgeon  stated  that  he  examined 
skclvlons  of  two  children,  oue  belonging  to  a  child  eight 
years  old ;  what  these  bones  were,  was  not  mentioned,  do 
auntotnical  examinalion  was  made,  nor  record  kept  of  them  ; 
they  were  simply  ntnlcd  to  be  bones  assuuicd,  from  their  sise. 
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to  be  those  of  a  child  eight  years  old.  The  Jadge  reniiu-kcil 
thnt  Konblnnque  shows  tlint  the  »ize  of  boues  varies  so 
greatly  in  individuals  that  it  forma  no  certain  criterion  of 
Rge ;  the  bones  of  the  female  are  said  to  differ  from  Ihose  of 
n  male  from  their  being  generally  amaller  nnd  more  delicate, 
and  from  the  muscular  impressioas  nud  asperities  being  less 
disliuctly  marked;  it,  therefore,  appeared  to  him  by  no 
means  improbable  thnt  the  bones  of  a  small  adult  young 
woman  should  have  been  mistaken,  at  a  hasty  examiuatiun, 
for  those  of  a  boy  eight  years  old.  Tbo  Soorulkal,  continucH 
the  JudgCj  recorded  among  the  hones  an  entire  upper  jaw 
nnd  half  a  lower  jaw*  vith  the  teeth  attxcUed,  but  the 
Medical  OfQeer  did  not  remember  to  hare  seen  any  thing  of 
the  kind,  nor  did  his  unsatisfactory  report,  recorded  at  the 
time,  allude  to  them,  though  these,  it  was  held,  wouhl  hnre 
aflurded  a  much  more  certain  critcriou  of  the  person's  age. 
The  evidence  of  the  Civil  Surgeon,  regarding  the  smaller 
bunea,  was  ricwcd  as  equally  ansatisfactory ;  a  small 
skull  iu  two  pieces  ["  tvro  pieces  of  a  small  sknll'^] 
was  stated  in  the  Soarutkat  to  have  been  found,  and 
the  sutures  vould  have  enabled  an  anatomist  to  state, 
with  something  appronrhing  to  certainty,  whether  it  be- 
longed to  a  child  of  eight  roonthA  or  four  years ;  but  Uio 
Civil  Surgeon,  nithout  knoning  whether  or  not  there  vas 
a  skull,  and  judging  merely  from  the  size  of  the  [other] 
hoiieji,  of  which  the  ribs  are  alone  mentioned  in  the  ^oorut' 
ha],  stntcs  most  decidedly  that  they  belong  to  a  child  of 
eight  months.  The  chemical  composition  of  the  hones  is 
said  by  Ponblanque  to  vary,  in  relation  to  their  phosphate 
of  lime  and  gelatine,  at  different  ages  ;  but  the  difference  is 
those  proportions  in  an  infant  and  an  adult  appears  to  be 


*  Iu  Uto  ptintod  T«|'r>rt  it  ik  miicd,  the  lower  Jaw  sail  bolf  the  up^wr  j&w— 
but  this  iUaor«|>iiiicy  ia  iauusLcritU. 


only  McertjiinnlilG  witli  cert-iiiity  hy  chemical  annlysU  ;  but 
the  Civil  Sni^^a  stntes  most  dccideOly  that  he  coiihl,  from 
the  mere  appenranco  of  the  bonM,  determine  whether  they 
belonged  to  a  cliild  of  eight  months  or  four  ycnrs  :  so  slight, 
however,  vt%3  his  recollection  of  tlio  bones,  that  he  does 
not  romember  wlictlier  they  were  connected  or  diaincmbereil. 
On  these  grounds,  the  Judge  did  not  nttnch  any  weight  to 
the  Civil  Snrgeon's  evidence,  oh  rcfnting  tbc  luiscrtioo  of  tho 
prisoner  timt  the  boQCS  produced  were  those  of  Mussaoimat 
Oonra  mid  her  female  child.  This  ricw  of  tlic  ciuc  wbs 
nphcld  by  the  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  who  desired  that 
a  copy  of  the  Sessions  Judge's  remarks  on  the  subject  of  hii 
hnsty  ntid  unsatisfactory  report  upon  tbc  bancs  sent  to  him 
should  be  communicated  to  the  Medical  Officer.  The 
prisoner  was  couvicted  ;  but,  following  what  appears  to  haro 
been  the  more  general  practice  of  the  Courta,  in  cases  of 
this  nature  where  the  body  is  not  fartlicoming,  or  circum- 
stances may  prevent  its  recognitiuii,  the  jirisouer  n&a  sentenc- 
ed to  imprisonnicut  ia  transportation  with  hard  labour  in 
irons  for  life.* 

There  can  scarcclj  be  a  doubt  that  PnoTooaArnv  will, 
before  many  years  have  cUpscd,  he  employed  throughout 
India  tit  a  means  of  identifying  bodies,  anticipating  the  dia- 
6gurcment  of  rapid  decay,  and  enabling  tho  Magistrate  and 
tbe  Civil  Surgeon  to  oxnmtne,  in  their  ofRces,  every  detail  of  a 
scene  of  bloodshed,  aa  it  appeared  wlien  first  disclosed  to  tbc 
police,  in  a  place  perhaps  sixty  miles  from  tho  audiler  station, 
which  no  activity  on  the  part  of  ttie  police  or  themselves 
omld  cnablo  them  to  visit  in  time.  This  process  has 
alrcftdr  boco  employed,  with  advantage,  by  the  police  at 


•  Nhannl  Ailawliit  lUporU,  IV.  W.  P.,  Jiilj  2in^  18^3.  itve  the  cho  «€ 
UcBlitjr  |iromd  in  IniUn  liy  the  npp«uao«o  of  ■  fntluied  nb.— Tsylor'c 
llvditnl  Juriii|>iu>luDi-<-,  t'iUi  £<ltt<^fu,  pap  Stf. 
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home,  in  the  idcutincntion  of  old  offcntlcra  ;  snd  tliere  in,  1 
am  confideat,  no  mc&snro  that  would  afford  more  aid  to 
police  inquiries  in  India,  or  impress  more  viridly,  crcn  upon 
the  minds  of  tJie  ignuraut  and  supcrBtJtiouH  comoToD  people, 
a  coiirictioQ  of  the  difliculty  of  eludiufj  our  rigilance  and  of 
our  nccuracf  in  the  detection  of  crime.  Atthoagh  many  une- 
dticntcfl  oatiTCa  are  scarcely  able  to  comprehend  the  monntiijE; 
of  ordinary  picture*,  we  hare  yet  to  judge  of  the  cff^i-ct 
which  would  he  produced  upon  the  couacicncc  of  a  hardened 
savage,  obstinate  in  the  denial  of  guilt,  by  placing  before 
him,  in  the  stereoscope,  the  actual  scene  of  hi.H  atrocitv — 
the  fnraihar  walls,  the  charpof,  the  ghastly  faces — as  they 
last  appeared  to  his  reeling  viaion ; — the  night  which  has 
lianntcd  bis  brain  evorj  hour  since  the  act  vns  done — while 
he  believed  to  certainty,  that  its  reality  could  never  come 
before  his  eyes  again. 

£very  Magiiitrntc  and  Surgeon  will  perceive  under  how 
many  circumstances  Photography  could  be  made  available. 
It  would  be  especially  useful  in  showing  the  aetuni  position 
of  the  body  in  case^  of  hanging,  »trangul<itiou,  &c.  Tho 
eiperiment  certainly  dcitcrrca  a  portion  of  the  time  and 
consideration  of  Judicial  and  Medical  OITiccri;  and  a  few 
successful  trials  would  recommend  it  to  the  attention 
of  Government.  Although  the  diRiculties  of  rendering 
snch  a  system  general  would,  of  course,  be  numerous,  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  expectation  of  reward 
would  encourage  many  young  and  intelligent  darogahs  to 
master  the  art  of  taking  sun  pictures,  which  is  already  easy, 
and  which  will,  dwibtless,  be  further  simplified  in  the  liaoda 
of  the  mmiy  who  now  give  it  their  attentiou. 

An  accurate  comparison  of  the  Skulls  of  the  rarions  races 
inhabiting  India  is  a  great  desideratum  iu  Kthnology,  and 
would  prOTO  a  coosiderahlc  aid  to  mcdico-Icgnl  ini|uir)-. 
The  small  compact  cranium  of  the  Bengalee,  "  good  if  there 
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were  but  enough  «rit" — the  spreiKHng  rctrcnting  forclmd 
and  projecting  mttu  bones  of  thcChucknin,  Mugh,  Burmftu, 
Olid  CluDcsc,  each  receding  froni  the  Caucusian  and  ap- 
proacliiii^the  MongoliaB  type,  nearly  in  the  above  order; 
the  nobly  Caucaiian  heads  of  the  educated  Braiunin  and  the 
llujpootj  nnd  the  high,  ovoid,  nnd  essentially  Jewish  craiiium 
of  the  Affghan ;  all  present  distinctive  peculiarities  which, 
thoroughly  studied,  would  afford  many  valuable  duos  to 
identity. 

DYING  DECr.A  RATIONS. 

In  cases  of  Tcry  scrcre  woonding,  ^c,  the  letter  scot  to 
the  Civil  Surgeon  with  the  injured  person  generally  nlso 
conveys  the  magistrntc's  request  that,  should  the  case  be 
likely  (o  terminate  fatally,  he  may  receive  timely  informa- 
lion,  to  cnnblc  him  to  have  the  patient's  depositiou  taken  in 
writing.    Here  the  rule  ia  that, — 

^«  'Darag&h  or  a  proper  oSittz  is  to  question  the  petson  miuniln^ 
and  lonijuire  of  him,  if  he  in  able  to  >]i«.-ali,  lo  tunne  and  describe  on 
•oleinti  uJHrmatioii  i1ie  |iersoii  bj  wham  lie  bus  Weu  triiiiiidiTd,  the  oudm 
of  the  pcTBom  present  when  ihr  act  was  cemmitled,  and  gene nlly  the 
cucumstaiKeii  undiir  wliich  the  act  wu  commiltcd.  K4.^g.  XX.  1817,  i 
SocL  XIV.,  CI.  4.  Bfsufort**  Dignl  of  the  Cniniiial  Law  of  the  Freai- 
dencyof  Fort  Willinm,  {^Sce  1753,  pge  314.) 

In  the  absence  of  any  such  ofEci&l  intimation  from  the 
magistrate,  it  in  clearly  incumlKint  upon  the  Surgeon  to 
ooramunioate  with  that  officer  whenever  he  may  perceiro  that 
ft  case  iOTolving  crirainal  chftrgCB  ia  likely  to  terminate  fatally. 
In  the  absence  of  the  police,  it  ia  desirable  that  the  Civil 
Surgeon,  or  indeetl  any  truatworthy  by-standcr,  Bhoiitd 
take  down  the  etatcmout  of  a  dying  man.  There  doca  not, 
however,  appear  to  he  any  rule  rcndcnng  such  a  course 
iiLCUtubcnt  upon  medical  ufficcrit. 


IN    IIBNOAL   AKD   THE    N.    W.    rBOVIKCKS. 


4S 


Tlie  lawgivers  of  this  couutry  have  wiacly  decided,  Uiab 
unless  ftupported  by  collBterid  evidence,  the  dyiug  declnriLtioii 
of  a  native  canuot  be  received  an  conclusive. 

Id  a  triid  for  murder,  it  w&a  held  that  tb£  dyiog  deposi- 
tiou  of  Ibe  deceased,  tukcu  by  the  police  oiHccrs,  should 
have  been  brought  on  the  record  of  the  trial;  oiid  that 
evidence  to  its  accuracy  should  be  takou.*  The  dying 
declaration  of  a  tourdcred  person  (taken  down  in  writ- 
ing by  a  sezawui,)  oonsidercd  alone  insufficient  for  con- 
viction.t 

In  a  case  tried  at  Rnndclkund  in  1833,  the  Judge  of  the 
Snperior  Court  held  that  the  deceased,  after  receiving  seven- 
teen wounds  ('some  of  which  were  mortal  and  from  tha 
effects  of  which  he  died  shortly  after,)  could  scarcely  havo 
hnd  sense  or  strength  sufficient  to  moke  the  statement  attri-  ■ 
butcd  to  him.  The  Judge  was  not  disposed  to  place  much 
more  faith  in  the  dying  declaration  of  the  deceased  (sup- 
posing such  really  to  have  been  made^,  than  he  would 
in  a  statement  delivered  by  liiin  when  in  the  enjoyment 
of  complete  bodily  health  and  in  the  full  possession  of 
bis  mental  faculties.  Natives  of  this  country  arc  not  sensi- 
ble of  the  same  impressions  as  Europeans  on  the  point  of 
diaaoluttou;  and,  ia  their  dying  moments,  not  unfrcqucutly 
accuse  any  one  whom  they  may  only  ruxpect  of  being  tiic 
perpetratots  of  the  attadt    on  them.      The  accused  was 

accinitted.} 

I'nder  these  circumstaiieeH,  tlie  m<^dical  nituess  in  India 
is  not  likely  tobccloi^ly  qucsttoued  wilh  regard  to  the  point 


*  Nuainut  AtUniut  Bcpocto,  vvl,  5,  p.  D. 
t  NiMinul  Adawiut  Report*.  »ol.  ♦.  p.  31,     IliJ,  4M,  «M, 
I  NUsaut  Atkirhit  Erporu.  V.  W.  P.,  Tor  Bib  Hajr  1832.  6u»  ftlso  njKTt 
of  •  c*M   Iried  OS  (be  2^  of  Uw  tollawing  July,  in  whicli  Kiin?i:)>  an; 
welifht  WIS  fiTca  t«  Uie  dyiag  sUiemMit  of  tkff  dooesscd, 
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formerly  so  strougly  iuststcd  u|>oii  by  KngliOilavrera,^  aa  l 
wlii'thcr,  at  the  time  of  making  his  tltt-larationj  the  injured 
|wr»ou  waa  eviileatly  couviuccd  tbat  be  was  about  to  die. 
While  it  may  1)c  questionable  vhcthcr,  cvcu  iu  the  most  en- 
lightened  mind,  all  liopc  of  recovery  can  slwnrs  be  dispelled 
by  tlic  consciousneBS  of  immediately  impouding  death  ;  and 
whether,  in  the  cxcitcraeut,  the  agony  and  the  failing  cou- 
■oiousDcss  which  result  from  the  infliction  of  a  deadly  iojuir, 
the  judgment  and  the  paasiona  can  be  sufhcicutly  calm  for 
the  delivery  of  a  testimony  which  deserves  to  be  received 
hereafter  as  abiolutely  and  uuim[>cachHbly  true, — especially 
when  it  may  be  doubted  whether  tlie  wounded  person  is  not 
utterly  unprincipled  and    false  by   habic — it  is   fortunate 
Ihat  thin  ancient  legal  superstition  has  not  been  brought  to 
*  bear  upon  a  people  who  du  not  rucoguixc  veracity  as  a  prin- 
ciple of  morality,  and  who  almost  invariably  answer  as  they 
believe  that  they  are  expected  to  answer;  who  meet  ineritR- 
blo  death  with   an  npathy    which   has   been  mistaken  for 
atuicism,  but  whose  ery  of — "lam  dying,!  am  dying, — 
Pcatb]  Death"  I — is  almost  daily  evoked  by  ordinary  circum- 
■tuiccs  of  misfortune  or  pain. 
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In  Bengal; — a  country  abounding  in  jungles  and  patches 
of  wnslc  land,  iu  ploughed  fields,  dirt  heaps,  saiidy  tracts, 
dry  watcr-courseii,  tanlta,  swnmps,  and  muddy  streams;  aud 
infested  by  multitudes  of  carriou-feoding  auimab,  as  well 
u  by  myriads  of  those  iutecta  which  prey  upon  animal  mai- 

*  Dt.  Tajlur  lis*  ihewn  tbst  it  U  no  longer  aenvanrj  lh*t  to  Dsmo  a  d(cU- 
ntkiR  *kUil,  iIm  |wrMft  iiMktDK  it  mart  Mit«rUiii  "  b«  hopo*  of  rwovtrj'.*' 
At  i1m  kui  flpocUl  CoauBinion  to  Ireluid  (Jany.  IMS.  Reg.  r.  Bmlltr,)  m 
dMlsnttoB  mstdMHt«4wlk«MlluwM<da  won^tku  tbo  JncvawJ  vtitorlaiavd 
"  Quit  or  no  tvBt"  of  iwOTsrj— MsJlwl  Jnispnidcacv,  rtdb  Ediuon.  |i.  S99. 
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ter,  where,  lartbcr,  haman  remainB  may  be  found  thickly 
•trcvn  on  every  river  briuk  aud  upou  the  outskirts  of  every 
village; — the  diacovcrr  nod  ideulification  of  the  bodiea 
of  missing  personA  often  becomes  n  task  of  uo  ordinary 
difhcultj.  I'ndcr  these  circumhtaiicc;»,  error  and  fraud, 
doubtless,  oecur  and  many  bodies  remaiu  undiitcovcred. 
Still  it  is  remarkable  ia  how  very  large  a  propoKion  of 
cues,  such  searches  prove  successfu].  Fev  police  agents 
arc  so  well  lilted  fur  these  iuvcatigatioua  as  the  burVuu- 
danzo.  With  all  his  energies  stimnlated  into  activity  for 
the  time  being,  by  the  darognb,  bis  immediate  superior, 
the  inquiBitivcnesx,  bustling  importaaec,  love  of  ransaek- 
ing,  and  by  no  means  ineousiderablo  cleverness  and  tact 
wliich  are  lending  fcnturcs  In  his  ebnmctcr,  come  folly  into 
play.  Where,  as  is  usually  the  ease,  a  liirge  number  of 
tI>c3C  men  aic  scattered  over  the  country,  with  eyery  nook 
and  corner  of  which  they  are  familiar,  their  search  is  rarely 
baffled.  It  has  been  frequently  asserted  that  the  uatiro 
police  employ  prnminCK,  menaces  and  even  torture  in  tho 
detection  of  hidden  crime ;  however  tliis  may  be,  vc  have 
sufTicicnt  facts  before  ua  to  show  that,  by  tlic  exercise  of  u 
fair  amount  of  tact  and  acquaintance  with  the  habits  of 
criminals,  the  desired  result  may  generally  be  obtained, 
irithoat  recourse  to  any  measures  so  unjustifiable. 

Apart  from  the  ordinary  difficulties  attendant  upon  such 
a  search,  and  the  mcaDs  of  concealment  adopted  by  the  cri- 
minal parties,  the  seltisfa  timidity  of  the  natives  frequently 
delays  and  even  counteracts  the  discovery  of  homiciilc. 
Experience  certainly  tends  to  show  that  the  generality  of 
Datives,  on  witnessing  a  murderous  attack,  uuliesitatingly 
prefer  flight  to  rcseuo.* 


*  Tliio  is  llw  rvlv,  but  thi:  ni|iuTta  (.-ontBin  k  few  hlgUly  lionornble  «itc»p- 
tions— hum  the  courag<>out  nctf    hjii«  gcnpralty  Iimii  purfonaed  kf  Vf 
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The  droad  of  a  jurticinl  imiuiry  rcry  frcqotntly  induces  the 
Zemindara  nud  others  iu  whose  land  the  bodic«  of  murtlercd 
persons  are  fouud  to  conceal  the  remains.* 


votintiy  men.    The  cam^enlment  of  crinie  bj-  th>o*e  wha  arc  unwilling  to  inrar 
Iho  iroublp  or  rifk  ^t*  police  iDvntt|cali<>n  i»  probuUtj  no  altnoil  dftiljrocmr- 
renve.    lii  >  trial  fur  muider  at  MlniL]tor«  In   I8A3,  tlirov  mtm  dqtoafd  tiut, 
«n  a  vcrUin  da/,  tliair  attcmion  nas  voUvd  lo  n  well  ^Jculits  Aev^  trvm  nhich 
the  Mund  (if  ft  Toicp  pr<>rni>di<(l.   Uiwin  looking  down,  lliejr  mw  it  wronun  lying 
la  thr  thatlqw  wali^,  who  i-Krlaimt^d  timt  one  Juktion  Singh  bad  i>oUDdcd  unA 
ihrovm  hpr  doim.  A  si^w^ivd  hand  wtu  l^ing  on  tha  aide  of  tho  irHI.  and  blood 
wa*  Hprinkliil  ahijul  Uinw  or  four  cubito  around  the  w«ll.  **  Om  trrm?  tMc  hand 
ami  Uoad,  th^g  i^*rt  jwin^  Id  rua  o^,"  ivhcn  Uif^  mrt  a  fourtli  ni'i|{lil>unr,  with 
whom  tli(-y  reliimcil  lu  tlit'  plufu.    Thr<  Kiiman  implum)  thrm  to  tnkr  hn 
out  i  but,  not,  liaving'  a  r«p«,  th«  ruitrlli  iubii  went  Ui  Xthnv  Sui};b  kifinJa  tor 
UDO,  and  ihiT  (ithiT  lljn'u  w«Dt  Ui  ipiUiLT^oa*  fiir  thiturhing.  Upoatbo  iiiaa\ 
arriiul  at  thv  iM-ftTvnt  titlu^,  which  wot  two  auiet  off.  iwtfiraL  paople  wom 
drsjtatctuHl  wiLh  a  rope  Id  the  well :  two  ghurrio*  clapu>d  bur<>ro  ihoy  got 
thcr«  i  they  lookrd  in  and  cair  the  woidbq  lying  «n  her  back  i  on  getting  no 
rvptf .  they  bctievcd  that  «h«  was  dead,  und  all  rtturoMl  home.    Iihnc  Singh 
pf^n'Hj  wllb  (htm,  that  it  irnnld  Im  bptlcr  to  leau'  her  nlicro  »1ie  wm,  in 
onirr  that  tho  might  bo  takt'n  otit  in  tiio  pTviMae  at  tho  police. — Nuamtit 
Adawlut  Kcpurb.  N.  W.  F.,  Srcli  Aiigiiit  183S. 

•  In  a  caM  IriMl  at  Fumickabad  in  1853,  whcrp  Ihcra  could  ttmictiy  bo  ft 
doubt  tliota  unn  bad  miinlercd  hi*  vtifu  and  hiul  liimwn  hor  body  into  a 
irrU,  but  hnd  aftcni'ariU  disposed  of  it  oth<-rwiie  liy  tlin  aid  of  aeromplicM, 
Iwn  broth^ra  tutiUvd  that  Hwy  wi>t«  plou^liini;  t«K«llt<'>*-  whoa  oim>  of  ilion 
obaerrcd  vhhi  MMn«d  to  Ira  a  (k«il  bwly  in  it,  and  (»IIIlh1  ibL>  utUer.  Pnitii 
fa«r,  onu  of  them  luld  nu  onn  aiiu  ho  hail  itivn,  Tliu  othiT  laid  that,  next 
day,  hn  nnt  the  wouau'a  hiubaud  with  kin  nccoraplircit,  wlmni  ho  aakml 
wfavro  ib«y  had  •inro  mninT(>d  thn  body  tn.  Th«y  rcplinl  thai.  If  ho  aniil  a 
Hvn).  ihry  woulil  kill  Ibn,  Wiineiu,  ihcrcrum,  miuiluuil  AiIenL— Xinunii 
Adawlul  Uo|v:irt«.  N.  W.  P.,  ()<-'tot<rr  SDlh  lA.VS. 

In  185S,  one  Gungadnea  wai  murdered  by  iiru  of  hu  icrrnnt*  and  anattwc 
persoD  in  Lh«  Gu^t-fonimt  Bungalow  of  a  rillaj^  tailed  Sobagiw.  Hw 
ilacaued'a  father  roceiiod  infonaition  tram  a  brnhmin  of  the  plact>  of  hk 
aun'a  <lMth.  ami  of  hi*  body  havinjr  bc«a  thrown  into  a  well,  Cpon  rMching 
lhoplao«,haf<mnd  that  tho  body  bnd,b««ndfKOTn«daboDt  U  daj  *  prvviuualyi 
auil,beIlicin<^**«>«of  VKtruBapuUitbiy.hadbwntlu-vwaouLiHk-  the  lilbfe  i 
Im  bund  nothiuf  but  lh«  akull  and  mma  bunwi  but,  upon  the  tkulrtoii,  wan 
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The  Report  oil  tbe  State  of  the  Police  in  tlic  Lower  l^o> 
Tinccs  for  Ihe  first  six  mouths  of  1842  contnimi  reference  to 
a  cnse  ill  which  suspiciou  of  some  foul  play  full  oii  certain 
persous  ilk  ooDseqaencc  of  their  haviag,  without  Any  reasoD, 
filled  up  a  well  which  they  had  just  dug  for  the  irrigation  of 
their  6clds,  nnd  the  poliee  ollicers  were  sent  with  orders  to 
dig  out  the  well,  which  th^^  reported  as  giving  no  caute  for 
Kuapicion.  The  mohurir,  however,  having  goue  ou  the  same 
day,  to  a  nllage  nenr,  knnit  that  a  womnn  who  appeared  to 
be  trarelling,  bnd  stopped  for  the  night  at  tiic  prtsoucrs' 
ciittle-shed,  and  ttint  thcr  hnd  mutdered  her  for  the  siikc  of 
iicr  ornaments,  and  thrown  the  corpse  iuio  the  well,  which 
they  had  then  filled  up.  Ho  immediately  proceeded  to  the 
spot,  and  hnd  the  well  dug  out  to  the  bottom.  The  efQuria 
left  00  douht  lu  to  a  corpse  having  been  deposited  there,  aad 
n  quantity  of  long  hnir  was  aUo  fonnd;  but  the  body  had 
been  removed,  and  no  trace  of  it  could  be  diacovcrcd,  nor 
could  all  the  subsequent  cndcaroiirs  of  the  magitttr&tc  pro- 
cure nny  clue  to  the  identity  of  the  woiniiD. 

There  are  even  instanees  where  the  imbecility  or  venalitv 
of  nntires  has  led  them  to  ooncenl  the  murder  of  their  near 
kiudrcd.  In  1854  a  wretch,  whose  nephew  had  been  mur- 
dered for  the  sake  of  tts  ornaments,  stilted  at  thclria!,— >"[ 
went  and  saw   he  won  lying  thrown  down  in  the  khet,  tlio 


porUuiu  uTft  mcIcUm  or  bead*,  whkti  h«  Uluntilltiil  u  luiviiig  bMn  worn  by 
Ui  »oiL— SI»wikU  Adnwlul  RcporU,  H.  W.  P.,  13th  February  Iij3. 

rn  *  DOW  ot  miirdor  tried  at  BaivOI^r  in  Ifan  snni«  y«tr.  two  ganlfiii'n  aworo 
that,  eu-ly  is  the  mnrvtit):,  (01  tliolr  way  to  Ui«lrirwh  In  llidr  fiiil(li,tlier  mw 
thg  body  of  tha  decvaaed  lyinj; cIom  t«  tlioir  Kcld.  Tbviv  »«rf  rouHcm  iwonl 
cnta  nu  it ;  f  n>m  fear,  they  took  up  the  body  anj  Uli«w  It  Into  the  dik«  j  nagle 
natr  M  hand. — Kid,  February  ISth  ieS9. 

A  TtiBZ,  wfao  wu  tried  at  Urifrut  in  1831,  in  conf^uioft  larlAiu  Ftimet 
niMitio»Ml  tliai.  hnving  ijrtrafigind  a  matt,  1>«  tlimr  Itii-  Uxly  into  a  itcll )  Ave 
or  aix  days  ifbrnranls,  iiu  bi-aril  Uial  ibo  ZanuBdart  bod  ukoo  tko  body  out 
ot  lb*  wcU  and  bunl  it.—IM,  1 1  ib  June  IBM. 
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ornnmoDts  he  uacil  to  wenr  were  not  present  on  hi*  person. 
He  liwl  been  stmiiglcd  with  the  stnlks  of  the  vrhuf,  and  tbc 
guld  rings  in  hia  ciirs  wci-e  also  gone.  Caaltee,  mj  nepheir, 
Vita  w  ith  mc :  we  both  touk  up  the  buHy  and  threw  it  in  the  river 
fljiH  came  home  in  the  evening  nnil  retnatncd  without  seme 
{Mioth).  Oq  Friflay"  (three  day*  subscquciitlv,)  "  Dnvcela 
puticatM  cumo  to  the  villnge,  and  I  told  iiim,  and  was  la- 
mcating,  when  he  said,  '  Oo  in  tlie  moraiug,  to  Bugool 
lofiar,  and  you  will  get  the  jewels,'  "  Jbc.* 

Again,  in  the  present  year,  a  man  at  Iltireillr,  whoao  child, 
four  years  and  »  half  ohl,  had  also  been  strnnglctl  for  its 
ornnnients — "  vms  in  snch  a  state  of  mind  as  to  yield  to  the 
selfish  suggestion  of  hia  neighbours  to  ndopt,  or  to  report  Co 
the  police,  the  conclusion  thnt  a  wolf  had  carried  him  off, 
there  being  known  aiiuihir  facts  iu  most  parta  of  the  country 
of  the  daring  attncka  of  those  animala  when  pressed  by 

hunger.'t 

A  ease  occurred,  some  yean  since,  in  Tirhoot,  where  n 
mati  wiia  HciitDiiccd  to  18  months'  iniprisoiunent  for  con- 
cealing his  fnthcr'ti  murder,  which  had  been  committed  under 
drcunutanccs  of  great  atrocity  by  the  servant  of  a  rich 
zemindar.  Here  the  money  and  influence  uf  his  powerful 
ueighbour  were,  doubtless,  operative4 

la  1Bj3,  the  native  police  of  Kumaon  discorered  the  body 
of  ft  murdered  person  by  an  ingenious  deception,  which  would 
almost  appear  to  have  been  devised  with  n  knowledge  of  the 
caae  of  Eugeae  Aram.  A  man  named  Muugloo  haviag  been 
Tuisstng  fur  some  days,  oue  Moosa,ii*itb  whom  Mungloo's  wife 
was  hving  in  adnltery,  was  suspected  of  making  away  with 
him.    The  bod^j  honrevcrj  could  not  he  found,  although  a 

*  Siunui  A(k«lat  Rcpoiu.  N.  W.  P.,  Htli  Usy  IU4. 
1  Ur.  DniibnT's  Vobcv  Bcport,  t-  P..  IfllS,  p.  S. 
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reward  of  Rupcca  200  wns  offored  for  its  discoverr.  Nine 
months  nftorwarcis,  the  body  tis  brought  in.  It  then  ap- 
peared that  tUc  local  police  had  entrapped  Moosii  into  the 
discover;  of  the  corpse,  by  digging  up  nud  siiowitig  him 
nootlier  corpse,  when  he  denied  the  identity  of  the  body, 
and  said  that  one  Kitroo  would  point  out  the  place  of 
Mungloo'ti  hnria).  Kitroo  was  then  suiicd,  and  immediately 
took  the  police  to  a  spot  nenr  liis  own  house,  and  caused  the 
body  to  be  dug  np  from  a  considcmble  depth.  At  the  name 
time  Moosa,  the  accused,  showed  great  anxiety  to  bo  rccog- 
nircd  ns  the  first  iiointcr  out  of  the  gra?c;  and,  in  fact,  claim, 
ed  the  reward  for  its  discovery.  The  corpse  wan  immediately 
recogiiiied  by  competent  witnenes,  as  that  of  Mungloo.  Kit- 
roo nt  once  accused  Moosa  and  three  others  of  the  murder, 
turning  himself  as  an  crc-vitncss,  nud  acltiionk-di^ing  hia 
forced  privity.  Moosa  coufcKsud  that  he  bnU  killed  the 
deceued.  The  trial,  vrhicTi  developed  several  remarkable 
circuraBlanccs,  resulted  in  the  sentencing  of  Moosn  to  impri- 
sonment  for  life  in  transportation.* 

Here,  as  elsewhere,  crime  ia  not  unfreqiicnlly  discnvcred 
by  'Pracct  of  Blood,  by  the  Tracks  o/FwUlepa,  and  by  3farhi 
l^l  on  the  Groand  over  vjhich  a  corpae  has  been  dragged. 
Conaidcrablo  ingenuity  is  occasionally  displayed  by  crimiiialit 
in  the  obliteration  of  blood-marks.  In  1854,  the  Kotwal  of 
cantonments  at  Furruckahad  was  sent  to  make  inquiries 
regarding  a  peraon  who  was  believed  to  have  been  made 
away  with  at  a  village  called  Mosadeenpore.  Upon  hia  arri- 
valf  he  gave  notice  to  the  Chowkccdar  and  Zemindars  of  the 
Tillage.  The  Chonkccdar  named  all  the  villagers  but  two; 
one  of  these  person)*,  ou  being  apprehended,  took  the  Kotival 
to  a  field,  where  somo  of  the  earth  bad  bccu  lately  smoothed 
down,  which  he  said  was  the  spot  of  the  murder,  adding  that 
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the  Cbowkeedar  liRd  told  hira  to  Hinooth  tlie  eartli  in  orilcr  t 
conceal  the  mnrks  of  blood.     The  Clionkcedu-  had  allowed 
the  other  murderer  to  shscond.* 

In  1853,  one  of  the  nccompliccs  iu  ft  murder  Ht  Kumnon 
confessed  that,  three  days  subscquentlr,  one  of  the  perpetra- 
tors "  killed  a  calf  at  the  aitc  of  the  murder  vith  his  halte, 
in  order  to  falsify  the  former  hlood-inarks,"t 

Iu  the  triHl  of  A  itiAn  who  was  sentenced  for  the  murder 
of  n  girl  for  the  sake  of  her  ornaments,  it  vaa  shown  that 
the  prisoner  endeasotired,  with  some  ingenuity,  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  cliild  had  been  devoured  by  «  wolf;  and  that, 
in  the  course  of  tlie  original  search,  /te  made  his  gums  bleed 
and  spat  blood  to  giro  n  colour  to  his  indication  of  the 
place  where  the  child's  torn  apparel  wai  found,  and  where 
lie  asserted  that  she  hud  been  killed  hy  some  wild  animal. 
lie  nftcnrardii  pointed  out  the  body  in  a  hole  where  he  had 
buried  it.t 

In  n  trial  at  Midnapore  in  1853,  it  appeared  that  a  man, 
having  bccu  struck  n  fatal  blow  on  the  head,  was  carried  to 
a  nnlhih  by  three  persons  and  thrown  into  the  water.  On 
the  return  of  these  nieu,  they  were  apprehended,  when  they 
admitted  that  deceased  had  heen  murdered.  In  the  Judge'* 
Court  two  of  the  men  pleaded  not  guilty  and  set  up  &u  alibi. 
In  the  Mofuftsil  and  before  the  Mn^stmtc  unc  of  these  men 
had  confessed  to  baring  proceeded  a  part  of  the  way  only 
towards  the  nullah  with  the  body  and  then  returned ;  the 
soorutbal,  however,  stated  that  there  were  Footmarks  of 
three  persons  on  the  bunks  of  the  nnllah  in  which  the  body 
iros  found,  and  the  witnesses  swore  that    the  clothes  of 
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*  inamtt  AiUolut  R»|Mrt<i.  XT.  W.  P^  I  flUi  Bluy  18M.  p.  Ml ;  sIm  ItiK 
Srd  Janau-j-  l»54,  p.  9. 

f  Niumut  AiUwIat  Rvporls,  N,  W.  P.,  Mih  An^si  IB33,  p.  lOtf. 

t  JM,  iih  SupualKi  less,  ^.3aa. 
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the  three   prisoners  were  vet  vlieo  the;  returned  liome  at 
niglit.* 

The  mnrks  of  DaiGCl^o  soub  heavt  noor  along  the 
naouKu  are  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  Reports  as  hnviug 
tuiristed  the  police  iu  the  discovery  of  corpses.  These  are,  of 
course,  most  Hkely  to  be  found  in  cases  nliere  the  murderer 
liss  be«a  single  hntided ;  where  there  are  sevcrul  accomplicea, 
the  body  ia  oflcu  fastened  to  a  bumboo,  or  tied  up  iu  a  cloth, 
and  so  carried  to  a  distance. 

In  1853  cue  Mooloo,  a  person  in  the  habit  of  plucking 
com  nnd  stealiug  from  fieKis,  went  out  to  visit  his  Reld,  and 
did  not  return.  A  search  was  instituted  next  niorniog;  in 
the  field  of  his  neij^hbour  Mohun,  some  human  ordure,  and 
the  cap  of  the  deceased,  partly  hidden  in  the  ground,  were 
discovered,  the  etirth  around  was  also  troddeu  down,  and  some 
bajra  stalks  were  lying  ubout.  ^lorks  of  tlru^ging  extended 
to  a  well  in  the  field  ;  drags  were  procured,  and  the  body 
of  Mooloo  was  extracted  ;  a  cloth  was  lied  round  the  throatj 
nud  had  evidently  caused  slraugulation,  and  the  hands  were 
also  bound  with  the  same;  the  well  had  eight  /uttfi^  of  water 
in  it.    Hohua  was  sentenced  to  seven  years' imprisonaieut.t 

In  the  same  year,  certain  pcieona  entered  a  house  at 
night  with  intention  to  steal.  A  conflict  ensued,  in  which 
one  of  thieves  was  wounded  on  the  Ipg.  The  prosecutor 
recognized  one  of  the  thieves.  Two  Chowkccdars  came 
almoet  immediately  and  lighted  a  torch.  Xhoy  observed 
that  Bomcthiug  bleedmg  had  been  drugged  a  certain  dis- 
tance; and,  the  next  morning,  they  tracked  footsteps  from 
the  spot  where  the  body  had  been  lifted  up,  to  a  village,  in 
which  Dabeea,  one  of  the  accused,  lived.  On  entering  liis 
house,  they  saw  spots  of  blood  on  his  clothes  and  person ; 


*  Xianut  Adawlul  Jtoport*,  roL  ri..  Part  2,  pi  M5. 
f  Hixunit  Adswlut  Bcporti,  V.  W.  P.,  3ril  Fi-bruKr/  I8A4,  p.  116. , 
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und,  on  askiDg  for  bis  brother  ScciA,  tlicj  were  told  tlint  lie 
was  absent.  Subsequeutly,  tbe  motber  of  Seela  pointed  out 
where  her  son's  body  hn.(l  been  buried  the  previous  night,  in 
a  cow-shed.  Over  the  grave  n  butlsloo  was  tied.  The 
body  was  exhumed,  and  a  scvcro  wound  vras  tbund  behind 
the  knee.  The  prisoners  coufcsscd  their  crime,  nud  ircro 
sentenced  accordingly.* 

A^'bat  would,  Bt  flrsi  sight,  appear  to  be  a  very  trifliug 
circumstance,  has  frequently  been  found  to  Ihrovr  consider- 
able light  upon  obscure  cases  of  homicide  iu  this  country. 
Native  women  of  the  poorer  classes  gencriilly  adoru  their 
arms  with  bracelets.  The  cheapest  and  commonest  orna- 
ments  of  this  kind  are  made  of  shell  Uc  and  sand.  When 
fixed  on  the  arm,  ihesc  CAoorees  arc  heated  and  joined  in 
sueh  a  manner  as  to  surrouud  tlielimb  in  continuous  circles. 
They  appear  to  wear  well,  with  care ;  but  can  scarcely  fail  to 
be  broken  during  any  violent  struggle.  1  find  xcveral  in- 
Htances  in  which  the  discovery  of  broken  Choorect  assisted 
iu  the  discovery  of  crime.  In  1853,  a  woman,  believed 
by  her  relatives  to  be  unchaste,  disappeared ;  a  careful 
search  was  instituted  id  a  field  belonging  to  certain  sua- 
peeled  parties ;  and  there,  about  the  middle  of  the  lield,  were 
found  portion))  of  broken  Ckaorees ;  the  ground  was  here 
dug  up,  and  the  corpse  of  the  missing  woman  disiutercd-t 

Again,  in  the  same  year,  n  womaa  was  murdered  by  * 
person  with  whom  she  had  carried  on  an  illicit  connexion. 
Upon  her  disappeftiAnce,  licarch  was  made,  and  on  the  bank 
of  a  Duddee  were  found  a  shoo,  recognized  as  belonging 
to  the  prisoner,  two  metal  ankle  ornaments  worn  by  females, 
and  pieces  of  glass  arm-rings,  identified  as  belonging  to  the 
missing  woman.     Search  was  made  for  the  prisoner,  who 


•  BiaauBt  AdanlBt  Rei«rt».  N.  W.  P.,  *Mli  Msreli  I8S4,  p.  34«. 
t  t^  i;th  Jmmfj  I^M,  f-  1)3. 
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was  apprclicndod  vith  blood  on  his  clothes.  Under  his 
guidaticc,  the  bod}-  was  found  sank  iu  the  bottom  of  the 
uuddee,  frightfully  gsahed.* 

A  man  tru  heard  to  cxclatm  in  the  night  that  one  Oungn* 
julee  (his  kept  mUtrcfis)  hnd  wounded  him  and  wns  makiiig 
oft.  He  had  been  wounded  in  the  throat,  and  died  almost 
tmrnedintclr.  Ilis  son,  a  very  intelligent  boy  of  nine,  staitcd 
that  he  saw  the  ironinD  struggling  with  and  stabbing  his  father. 
Some  pieces  of  broken  bangle  were  found  on  the  bed,  which 
were  proved  to  be  her  property.  She  admitted  that  these 
fragments  belonged  to  her,  but  asserted  that  she  was  attract- 
ed by  the  ontcry;  and,  going  to  see  what  was  the  matter, 
fell  over  the  bedstead  and  so  broke  her  bangle.  Plausible 
as  thia  statement  might  appear  to  be,  the  Court  held  that  it 
was  of  no  avai!  against  the  evidence  upon  wliich  her  crime 
wa«  established.  They  therefore  upheld  the  sentence  of 
death.f 

•  A  young  woman  was  seen  at  noon  to  throw  a  boy,  aged 
ten  years,  into  an  unenclosed  dry  well  20  feet  deep,  by  a  man, 
who  ran  to  the  Tillage  and  informed  the  boy's  father  of  what 
had  taken  place.t  Tbe  father  went  immediately  to  the  spot^ 
but  the  corpse  was  not  taken  out  until  the  nreninff. 
Some  fragments  ofkanch  choariet  were  picked  up  at  the  well, 
corresponding  with  those  tlie  accused  was  in  the  habit  of 
wearing;  and  were  found  to  be  similar  to  those  she  wore  at 

*  Mumut  Atlswlut  ftpporU,  If.  W.  P.,  im  A|ml  1833.  p.  467. 

t  Niumiit  Ailuwlut  Beports,  i<A.  i\»  Purl  S.  p.  TS9.  Bw  itlso  a  ca^u  in 
wUoh  k  Duia  idtniiifioi  ci-rlaio  bmkai  tliooreuM,  wliioh  H-crv  fuuud  uritli  ivmo 
blood  md  luir  ncftr  »  wi-ll,  aa  clidM'irl'liiii  iLtu];litur,  »l>o  hiul  iM'vn  uuhIc  kwsy 
with.— HiiMml  AfUwlut  lUport.,  K.  W.  P.,  30th  OfWbor  1853,  p.  1J69, 

t  IIU  eictMR  fur  nut  rtrmlfring  niiin;  tfUcivot  sid  veui  (hut  bp  couU  not 
punue  xnA  ovATtAko  the  mnrdcn<Mi  kb  ha  hftd  %  boil  on  his  foot  utul  a  IomI  <>f 
fuel  on  hi>h<a(l,  whkb.  moroo'vcr,  h«  dut  aot  throw  dma  ta  be  viuibLi-tl  to 
f  ur»uv  hcti 
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the  time  of  her  arrest.  The  Joint  Magistrate,  who  iiivcatjjfated 
the  case  TLtb  extreme  care,  did  not  attnch  naiich  weight  to  iLis 
last  circumstance,  aa  the  frngmcnts  of  glass  bangle  were  not 
discorcrcd  uulil  tlic  fuUoniu^  murniug,  and  at  it  appeared 
tliat,  on  the  evening  before,  the  bo^'s  mother  (nbo  liTcd  next 
door  to  Che  deceased,  was  of  the  snine  caste,  and  miffftt  proba- 
bly vear  bangles  of  the  same  pattern.)  went  to  the  well 
accompaaied  hy  other  women.  She,  it  wns  held,  might  Uave 
broken  one  of  her  bangles  io  the  excess  of  grief,  or  the  ortiB- 
mcut  may  have  been  lost  by  one  of  her  coQipautons.  Sea- 
tence  of  death  was,  however,  awarded.* 

The  materials  available  are  scarcely  sufiScient  to  allow  of  a 
numerical  corapariBou,  and  it  ia  doubtful  whether  sueh  statia* 
tics,  if  collected,  eouid  be  rendered  practically  uacftil ;  it,  how- 
ever, appears  that  the  most  frequent  modes  of  dispojsiug  of  the 
bodiea  of  murdered  persons  in  this  country  are  as  follow : — By 
concealment  iu  Jungles,  in  Standing  Crups,  in  Wells,  Rivers, 
Tauks,  in  Fallow  Fields,  in  the  Sand  of  Water-Courses,  in 
llouscs,  and  iu  Porcupine's  Hole^.  The  couecalment  of  bodies 
in  the  dense  recesses  of  Jungles  wLcie,  ia  a  very  short  time, 
birds  of  prey,  jackala,  dogs,  and  insccta  reduce  them  to  skclc* 
tons,  is,  probably,  the  most  fretiucnt  practice  of  those  crimiunls 
who  live  at  a  distance  from  any  deep  aud  rapid  river.  I  was 
assured,  upon  authority  which  I  cannot  doubt,  that,  verjr 
recently,  upon  clearing  a  certain  jungle,  which  had  long  been 
regarded  as  a  covert  for  suspicious  persous — uo  Icaa  than 
seven  skeletons  and  one  recent  body  were  discovered !  Where 
the  remains  of  a  human  body,  not  admitting  of  special  identi- 
fication, are  discovered  iu  a  jungle,  the  circumstance,  standing 
nloue,  can  scarcely  he  regarded  with  much  suspicion.  Pil- 
grims, fukcers,  and  others,  may  die  unnoticed  iu  these  remote 
spots;  luuDtica,  sick,  or  intoxicated  persons,  may  be  lost  iu 
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*  Ninmut  Adawlat  Kepocu,  H.  W.  P.,  SepUuabci:  l*t  IS^.  ^.  lOU. 
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the  jungles,  and  ibcr«  be  alCnckcd  and  devoured  by  tlic 
smaller  "vUd  nnimats;*  ftnd  it  is  to  be  fcAred  thnt,  wbca 
straugera  arrive  at  villages  ia  a  dringatatCTtficr  arc  not  unfrc- 
qucmly  thus  csposcd,  even  before  life  lias  departed.^  Under 
a  strict  observance  of  the  Hindu  Law,  tlie  bodies  of  siiicides, 
nud  of  those  who  died  a  violent  dentb,  were  cast  iuto  tlio 
jangles  without  aoy  funcrnl  ritci.  The  law  and  the  practice, 
howeTCr,  appear  to  be  alike  unknown  tn  tboae  high  rnato 
uativcs  of  Bengal  of  whom  I  harcnindcinfiuini'.  It  is  generally 
considered  that  tigers,  leoi>ards  and  bears  do  not  prev  upon 
dead  bodies.  It  may  be  qucstioucd,  however,  whether  they 
do  not  attack  dying  or  iutoxicnted  persons.  Dogs  and  jackitU 
lire  able  to  inBict  but  very  httle  injury  upon  the  Inrgcr 
bones  of  tlie  skeleton.     It  is  considered  that  tigers  nml  Ico- 


*  Ifr.  TTunlilheMiuianorjr.iDspMhinEor  cbe  Jacknl,  uv*— "80  nTcnoua 
Are  thrie  tninuli,  tliot  they  fre-()Uniiily  Mt-d  iiihnts  ni  Ihojr  lie  by  \h«  tirvasl 
of  Ihi^  muiliBTi  aii(]  ekk  pvrMfni)  itlio  We  (nmiihn  in  (lie  itreec  or  by  ibtt 
wdf  of  lb»  G*ng«;«,  utt-  »c>roi'tiim'»  ijcvourtil  alii'o  by  th<-ic  ■nimulB  in  thit 
niKhb  1  hste  be»nl  of  p-Tmrnt,  in  s  sUl*  of  intoxlFBtioR,  bein^  ihuE  do- 
TOttr«<l  «*  lb«y  lay  10  ihe  stnrabi  of  CftlculU. — Vi«v  at  iho  llUCory.  Liti-ralure 
Snd  Kvlwion  of  Ih*  IlintliM,  Tbird  Ediiian,  rol.  'J,  p.  33G. 

t  Cmm  of  tbia  kiiiil  dumeUaivs  couiv  tr«fi>rc  tljt;  pulii'«  Kutiiarltiti.  tn 
IS4C.  uxfCTHOiLi  <rt-rc  [ri<>d  at  L'urnviili  oil  n  «)uirgo  of  liaxiitf;  Dutdo  airay 
with  ■  dcfc  trarellor.  Th'tt  unfortunau',  iii  pusln*  tlirouch  a  villa^,  iKK-gmn 
too  111  lo  procued.  and  Uy  down  oppanilo  a  ihop.  Tb«owiier.  ettinn  Ihni  ba 
WM  nrjr  ill.  Mid  (tmiatg  cbnt  ho  and  others  would  b«  cxpuiiird  to  niittrh  iruu- 
hi*  And  cxfwnM  from  the  inr|uirli.>s  of  the  polieo,  if  li«  dkxl  ibcre,  bud  blta 
cflnicycil  In  n  W'jic  nf  irw^whlili  wn*  nbtjui  »  iiiik'  diilant,  nml  ht\.  him  ex- 
p>««d  ki  the  raiij  dnrii>;(  tlw  niifhc  In  tbc  mcminf  be  died,  hariu^  mvu- 
lioofd  whit  Ittd  oocumd  to  otbm*  pomn^  paHking  Uisi  wsy.  Mr.  Uumpfer 
f«attrk»— li«  tvan  llial  iLu  it  a  very  <vBiiuaD  jiniclice,  at  Uut  ha  hu 
bcud  it  ffoi]uPutly  iiien[i>>n«iil.  aud  Ibi-  litvn  of  tiumy  panr  tnTcllmt  ani 
pil)pinu  srr  cacriflccJ  l<>  ibe  fwc  of  inconvcnifnc^  la  i]i«  Tillag<ns,  Hlionlil 
thsjr  t«  sllowcd  til  ruuiain  and  |ierhap«  dio  In  iheir  Uiwn,  Ii  ■»,  from  CJie 
salure  of  ihv  nuc,  almost  imponiblc  Co  procoiv  tulBdtal  STideflcvia  aocaeo 
ifae  punishment  of  the  faniM.— Polte«  B«port  I*,  p.  for  1944^  p.  21, 
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panls  aaunlly  break  tlie  bones.  In  a  case  tried  in  1845, 
the  raediciU  officer  decided  tlwt  the  womnn  could  not  ha.\-e 
been  killed  by  oae  of  these  tiuimaU,  m  her  skeleton  irna 
<li»covercd  entire.  1  have  grcnt  doubts,  however,  upou  this 
point.  Id  tbc  body  of  a  buffaloe  killed  and  pRrtially  devour- 
ed by  a  tiger,  the  abdominal  parictes  only  bad  been  eaten  ; 
the  auiraal  may,  however,  Iiave  been  seared  from  its  prey. 
It  ia  considered  that  the  tiycr,  aaer  having  seixed  any 
animal,  does  not  proceed  to  devour  it  on  the  spot,  bat  at  once 
carries  it  to  a  close  covert.  There  arc  certainly  exceptions 
to  this  rule.  It  is  probable  tliat  entire  human  adult  bodies 
are  never  dragged  to  any  considerable  distfiuec  by  dogs  and 
jackals,  which  do  not  tng  in  concert, — each  animal  tearing  for 
himself;  as,  buwevcr,  the  diamcrabcrmeut  proceeds,  separate 
fragtuents  arc  often  carried  to  a  con&idernblc  distnncc.  In 
the  outskirts  of  Calcutta,  there  is  scarcely  any  ditch,  a  mile. 
inland,  which  does  not  contain  human  remains,  skulls  espe- 
cially, brought  from  tlie  river  to  be  innniblcd  at  leisure. 

In  Xorthcro  Bengal  and  in  the  N.  W.  Provinces  the 
numerous  Wklls  scattered  over  the  country  nro  commonly 
made  receptacles  of  the  bodies  of  murdered  persona.  Forbes 
■tatcs  that,  during  1808  and  lSOt>,  no  less  than  67  bodies 
were  taken  out  of  veils  in  the  single  district  of  Etaitah. 
They  bad  probably  been  deposited  there  by  Thugs.  It  some- 
times happens  thnt  criminals  adopt  the  unsafe  expedient  of 
tilling  up  the  wells  in  vhich  the  bodies  of  tbeir  victims  have 
been  deposited.* 


I 
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*  Bm  sn  fuune*  alrasdy  died.  PoGh  R^[w>m  I..  P.  for  I  fiti.  In  lUt  i 
]roalb«f  llur  IS.  k»iag  bosa  ptmsdtd  to  rob  hiii  father  bj- two  pcraau 
vriih  whom  Im  dMKnpcd.  wu  thrnwn  intoaw4ll  by  (Imn.  TIm}' thm  cut 
liW|«  of  «utb  (town  %t  biiB.  Th«  wster  wm  vrrjr  Ump,  but  h*  «>utri«ed  to 
•Dppert  hIniMtf  tm  &  frajoeli6ii ;  uid,  kft*r  About  ihroo  hoar*,  b«  mUMgMl 
1Q  climb  ip  theiidcsnnd  got  ouL— Iftntniit  Ailtw-lui  RrjHirt*.  IT.  W.  F.» 
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Dr  Edirnrd  tioodevo  informs  mo  ttiat,  in  Bomo  oWcnrationa 
wbicb  he  li&s  inndo  upon  the  comporatiTe  rapiditv  of  anim&l 
dccom position  in  various  mcdin,  ho  has  found  thnt,  under 
ordinary  circum9tiiuce8,bodte:3  submerged  In  wclb  up-country 
decoiupcwc  more  rapidlv  tlian  ther  would  do  if  exposed  to 
the  air.  It  appears  probable,  however,  that  this  muKt 
d^cnd  much  upou  the  depth  and  condition  of  tho  water. 
In  a  bodf  immersed  in  a  vrell  plentifully  supplied  vith  spring 
water,  the  prngrcns  of  decomposition  vroiild,  doubtless,  be 
considerably  retarded ;  bnt^in  sludlow  ktaguant  water,  which 
had  merely  drained  into  the  receptaele  and  had  been  evapo- 
rating for  several  months,  the  remains  would,  of  course, 
decompose  rapidly,  as  iu  a  tDficerating  tub. — Further  remarks 
on  the  discovery  of  bodies  in  Wclia,  Tanks,  and  Hirers  will  be 
found  in  tho  chapter  on  Drow»iko. 

The  burial  of  corpsca  and  of  plundered  property  in  iha 
sands  of  dry  watik-cqdksrs  is  a  frequent  practice  among 
criminals  iu  Bengal  and  the  N.  W.  Provinces;  the  sand  is 
easily  dug  out,  nud  all  trades  of  the  burial  are  speedily  obli- 
terated. This  wns  a  common  mode  of  disposing  of  the  vic- 
tims of  Thuj^gee  by  straugulntioa. 

Both  in  Beu^^al  and  in  the  N.  W.  Prorinces,  bodies  arc 
oHcn  buried  iu  the  uro  floors  oc  uouses.  As  there  is  no 
solid  foundation,  the  grave  may  be  dug  to  any  depth, 
(although  it  is  generally  shallow,)  and  the  extra  earth  can  be 
jiM|Bd  of  in  mising  the  level  of  the  floor  which,  when  mbbcd 
over  irith  a  mixture  of  water  nud  cow-dung,  preacats  no 
traces  of  disturbance.  It  is  prulmblcthat,  iu  most  cases,  this 
mode  of  sepulture  is  only  intended  to  be  temporary.  It  in 
frequently  resorted  to  in  cases  of  infanticide,  and  where 
children  are  decoyed  into  the  bouses  of  criiuiuals  and 
murdered  for  the  sake  of  their  ornaments. 

In  1853,  a  woman  was  soutcnced  at  Jouupoor  for  mur- 
dering her  illegitimate  child;   she  coufcsscd  that  she  had 


jircaned  the  iiifanrti  neck  Hiid  strangled  him.  She  had 
placed  the  corpse  in  nn  earthen  vesHel  vhich  she  had  buried 
in  a  comer  of  her  house* 

In  1852,  a  girl  aeven  years  old  was  decoyed  into  the  house 
of  one  nhickna,  and  murdered  by  him  for  licr  ornamcntoy 
worth  only  a  few  rupees.  The  cviininiil's  son  m«de  disclosures 
which  led  to  the  discover^'  of  the  body  buried  at  about  four 
fingers  depth  below  the  floor.  The  neck  bore  marks  of 
strangulation,  both  legs  were  out  off  near  the  ankles^  and 
were  found  apart  from  the  trunk,  and  there  were  marks  of 
the  jaw  having  been  storen  in  by  a  brickbat.f 

Still  again,  in  Tirboot,  the  body  of  a  female  child,  aged  6 
years,  was  found  buried  under  the  (loot  of  the  prisoner's 
house,  lie  had  murdered  her  for  the  sake  of  her  ornaments, 
valued  about  three  rupecs-t 

Adult  bodies  arc  altio  somctiincs  disposed  of  in  this  manner. 
In  18o3,  a  Diau  was  seutenced  &t  Cauuporc  as  an  acces- 
sory to  the  murder  of  his  own  sistcr.J  He  confcawd  that 
the  deceased's  sou  aiul  another  relative  had  beaten  her  to 
death  Aud  had  absconded  with  Her  pioperty,  and  that  ke 
afterwards  wilucssed  the  partial  huri.il  of  her  body  in  one 
of  the  apartments  of  the  building  in  wbieb  they  all  resided 
as  a  joint  family.  He  had  deceived  the  neighbours  as  to  the 
cAQsc  of  the  unpleasant  effluvium  which  proceeded  from  Uis 
house,  by  attributing  it  to  the  death  of  a  snake  in  one  of  the 
drmios.     The  body  was  found,  fteveral  days  after  tKe  murder. 


•  Kinmnl  Ad«*rlnl  RpporW.  H.  W.  P.,  SOUi  .luly  IBM,  p.  «ST. 
t  Uid,  i9lh  OrtobM  1952,  p.  1851, 
%  K«poft  of  tb»  S^paciawadiuit  at  VoUae,  L.  P..  for  thie  Mcoiid  lix  mORtha 

i  Cum  of  alrodtjr  panltvl  In  diis  aw,  unhippilj-,  uot  ru»  la  IfiilJa.  A 
peifcctljr  woU  Mc4tuui«d  inHUDcc  occurred  up-counirj  mdic  jeon  ainc*,  in 
ivhirh  ■  vrrtcli,  ti>iiii)tpd  by  tTufc*,  onagini  hie  fiwn  ffrmnd-dAiighWr  for  tb* 
Mk«  of  bvr  gold  oiaaasalsi  ud  buried  lur  bod/  in  4  conwr  of  bis  I191UC. 
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in  tlie  condition  or  &  nkeleton,  iRipeTfectly  buricil  in  n  LcMskcd 
room,  the  key  of  vhicli  una  in  the  prisoner's  possession.* 

In  1854,  a  b07  was  missiDg  at  Fatteh|>orc ;  saspicioa  fell 
upon  n  woman  of  disreputable  character  named  Mcudcea, 
who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  the  child  awcctmcats. 
Her  honsc  was  searched,  and  there  the  bodjr  of  the  child 
was  found,  buried  in  the  ground,  with  the  throat  cut  and 
with  other  wounds.  Ou4ke  following  dny,  search  was  made 
fortbe  knife  with  which  the  crime  was  committed;  when,  upon 
taking  a  number  of  earthen  pots  out  of  the  house  and 
digging  into  the  fluor,  the  bone  of  a  leg  appeared,  and  then 
an  entire  skeleton.  This,  Mendeea  eonfeised,  was  the  body 
of  a  nr»hminec  widow,  named  Ouryaee,  who  Had  disap- 
peared uiuc  months  previously,  and  bad  been  killed  with  a 
sword.    Mendeea  was  sentenced  to  deathf 

Both  in  the  North-Westeru  Fronnccs  and  in  Bengal, 
The  Cookiko  Place  is^  not  unFreitucutly,  that  chosen  astlie 
Bccurcst  apot  for  tbc  concealment  of  u  body. 

Last  year,  a  woman  in  Bundlckund  decoyed  a  girl  four 
years  old  into  her  house  nnd  murdered  her;  and,  after 
pretending  to  assiitt  in  the  search  for  the  child,  locked  her 
house  and  absconded.  Vpon  being  apprehended,  she  refused 
to  dclircr  the  key.  The  door  was  then  forced  by  the  police ; 
and,  in  an  interior  room,  which  formed  the  prisoner's  cooking 
place,  and  in  a  hollow  cloic  to  her  ehoolha,  the  child's  body 
was  found  buried  in  the  ground,  but  with  her  hand  and 
foot  protruding.  Over  tbo  body  waa  found  a  massive  stone, 
three  or  four  seers  in  weight,  smeared  with  blood.  The 
f»ce  and  nose  were  somewhat  flattened  and  defiiced,  one 
foot  bud  disappeared,  being  cut  off  at  the  ankle  joint.  A 
cord  waa  Found  tightly  fiMtcnod  round  the  neck,  so  as  to 


*  NiiUini  Adawlni  Itfi^^ru.  K.  W.  P.,  llUi  Juiw  lSS3,f.  765. 
t  JM.  9lh  &|ili:mbur  ItjM.  p.  Mi. 
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cause  straQgulatiou.  The  orn&meata.  valued  at  rupees  13 
or  14,  irere  found  on  tbe  person  of  the  murderess.  On 
being  questioned  rc|;ardiu;  tlio  motive,  she  ased  &  vord 
(ukus)  wliicli  was  interpreted  as  envy  or  jeiUouaT.  She  was 
childless,  and  the  word  URed  expresses  a  feeling  very  com- 
tnun  amongst  the  native  women  towards  those  who  are  more 
fortunate  than  themselvea.     She  wa»  condemned  to  death.* 

Pour  hrotbcra  were  found  guilty,  at  Delhi,  in  1852,  of 
the  murder  of  Peerdan,  of  the  village  of  Bhiuee  Bhirroo, 
who,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe,  had  seduced  their 
uater,  and  caused  her  to  procure  abortion.  Haviug  enticed 
him  into  tlicir  house  to  smoke,  they  strangled  him,  and 
buiied  him  deeply  under  the  aharah  (fire-ptftce)  in  their 
compound.  Vpou  scarchiuR  their  house  in  vain,  a  pitchfork 
was  struck  into  the  ^ound  over  the  aharah,  from  which  a 
stench  immediately  issued.  One  of  the  prisoners,  then 
in  custody,  was  desired  to  point  out  where  the  body  was  ; 
be  said  that  the  corpse  would  be  found  there,  buried  witli 
his  clothes  and  shoes  ou ;  on  digging,  the  body  was  found  ia 
the  state  dewribedt 

The  following  account  of  a  similar  acnrcb  contains  some 
useful  particulars.  Upon  the  disnppeiirauce  of  a  young 
child,  n  burknndauzc  was  deputed  to  the  village  of  Saninpore. 
He  reported  that,  upon  his  arrival  there,  he  assembled  the 
four  ehowkecdnm,  four  moquddums  and  Shady  Khan  taaet. 
They  searched  the  jungle,  and  the  wellt,  and  some  heaps  of 
bhOMa.  Having  placed  watches  round  the  viUngc,  the  next 
day  they  searched  again  tilt  noon ;  but,  finding  do  trace  of 
the  child,  they  made  further  inijuiries,  and  desired  the 
moquddums  to  search  all  through  the  village  tnohuilaa  by 
turning  over  the  heaps  of  manure  and  rubbish.     Qu  coming 


*  SUaaitt  A<Iawlul  Hvporii^  N,  W.  P»  18lb  fVptnnber  1894,  p.  4IM. 
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to  the  pT«mi6CH  of  llAmbiiksh,  there  was  some  Appearance  of 
the  rubbish  haTiDg  been  removed  to  a  diatnuce.  Ue  Beat  for 
four  C'A»>nar«  and,  after  digging  tlircc  timca  iu  the  dirt  aud 
inuuure  beap,  discorered  the  body  of  the  chilil  concralud 
underneath.  The  wife  of  Rambuksb  accused  her  huabaud  aad 
nuocher  of  haviDg  brought  iu  the  child  smothered  up  in  their 
clothes,  and  thca  of  cutting;  hi^throjLt  with  Khoorpan,  which 
would  be  found  in  the  Chcclket  (cnrthca  receptacles  under  the 
flooring  of  the  house.)  Ue  searched,  and  perceived  an  odour, 
and  that  the  earth  had  been  moialcacd  with  blood.  Scrapiug 
up  the  ^Krth,  a  Khoorpa  was  found.  The  woraan  said  that,  on 
killing  the  child,  tUey  luiii,  in  the  first  iuatauce,  buried  the 
bodf  near  the  Choola  (or  cooking  place,)  but  that  Rambuksh 
had  the  following  day  taken  up  the  body,  at  noon,  and 
buried  it  in  the  rubbish  heap.  The  child's  omatneuts  were 
found  buried  iu  the  ChovUees,  or  eartlicu  receptacloa,  uudor- 
acath  the  pak/aida,  or  place  for  water-vesBcU.* 

The  bodies  of  murdere«l  pemons  arc  occawoaalljr  found 
oouceakd  in  the  houses  of  individuala  wholly  iuuoeent  of  nil 
participation  iu  the  crinict 

A  very  remarkable  case  of  this  kind  vna  tried  at  Bundel- 
kund,  a  few  years  since-  A  Bunuca  having  missed  his  child, 
about  sis  yc&n>  of  ago,  was  informed  that  one  Chitoua,  a 
man  of  notoriously  bad  ctiaracter.  liad  decoyed  the  boy  away 
by  a  promise  to  get  bitn  a  yonng  buUnd.    Chitooa  denied  all 

*  NUkiduI  Adawlui  Report*,  IT>  W.  P.,  Stb  Seplcmbor  IS33,  p.  1137. 
Sae  kUo  a  vorj  renwrkabk  fuo  in  whii^h  thu  hntljr  at  *  ohild,  miin^vrvil  fur 
tbo  uka  of  ita  onumtUgh  wm buried  in  »  rvctmilj-mndi^  Un<jrah.  at  lunhtin 
moQBd  nsed  ftr  placing  cooUo^  utenalU  on.  Th*  ku«nii"ii  of  ihu  police 
«u  calUd  (0  tba  ipot  by  d>scrnng  lha(  uiU  w«n  trov^Uiui;  iu  and  out  of  • 
hull)  in  ibo  BtvIj-rKiMd  houp. — NJurout  Adswliie  Bopoito,  vol.  m^  put  I 
of  ieM.p.  S28. 

'f  Sc«  an  iiubiwA  of  Uu»  kind  in  which  a  wraich,  liAri^  atmngltd  tiu  oim 
nejitiuH.  placvd  tlie  body  in  iin  oul-hoiue  belonging  to  a  avlghboor;  tad,  upon 
tb»  firsl  in*}air;,  dumtcred  it  (o  lb*  ubUd'*  fatlicr,— hia  broUior,  nud  ui  (he 
Polic*.— NUawul  Adawlul  lUtiJorin.  ]fl.  "W.  P..  i:Ui  Fobniory  18.^4,  p.  504. 
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kuovlcdgc  of  the  child.  Uia  aud  otlicr  hausca  w«re  searched, 
but  iu  vain,  until  they  came  to  the  house  of  one  Th&koor. 
Finding  the  door  locked,  suspicion  was  excited,  but  they 
patiently  avaitcd  the  man's  return.  Oil  liciog  required  to 
do  BO,  ho  immediately  opened  the  door.  The  house  was  xery 
dark  within,  and  they  were  obHged  to  light  a  Ch'tragh  to 
enable  them  to  ecnrch.it.  They  found  oue  part  of  the 
earthen  floor  of  the  inner  room  soft  to  the  touch,  as  though 
it  had  bccD  recently  dug  u)),  and  then  beaten  down  again. 
They  diBcoTcred,  at  the  depth  of  four  or  five  fingers,  the 
corpse  uf  tbc  child,  irith  the  head  nearly  cut  off,  but  with  all 
iXs  ornameuta  on.  Upon  repairing  to  ChittooB's  house, 
under  a  large  heap  of  ktmdaht,  was  found  the  ghxtraaa, 
with  which  the  murder  was  comimlted.  covered  with  fresh 
bloud;  thia  was  recognised  hy  two  iohars  as  baring  been 
made  by  them  for  the  prisoner.  Chittooa  said  that  be 
Bod  Dooija,  an  accomplice,  called  the  child,  when  Dooijs, 
hATing  opened  the  lock  of  Thakoor'a  house  with  a  stick, 
took  the  boy  iu,  and,  having  gagged  his  month  with  a  cloth, 
cut  his  tliroat  with  the  ghwasa.  The  padlock  was  produced 
in  Court.  It  was  the  commonest  descripliou  of  native  lock, 
and  was  easily  opened  before  tlie  Judge  with  a  small  piece 
of  bamboo.     Chittoua  was  sentenced  to  death.'*' 

Many  initanees  will  he  found  iu  the  Criminal  Kecords  of 
the  N.  W.  Provinces  (where  wheat  is  plentiful)  in  which  dead 
bodies  have  been  concealed  iu  dwclliugs  and  out-housce 
under  Hsafs  or  Boak  or  CHAFr,  {Bltoota.)^ 

'  NUomui  A<Uw)uiTt<>p><rtv  17.  W.  P.,  Sfid  Oc^.•lM'^  1851.  p.  1 1 11. 
-|-  NUunitl  Adawlut  lU-porU.  N.  W.  P.,  ^Oth  Ju!j  IBSa,  (>.  8S0,  ilOlh 
Mftrr-Ii  ISM.  p.  314;  13th  Miy  1854.  Pl  514;  2nd  Sepwrabor  IBS*,  p.  310; 
SSnl  OrtoU.r  of  »nia  year,  p.  003 1  3nJ  Uanb  ISSS,  p.  99T.  It  i*  worthj  of 
iMtioc  UuU,  Ifl  «U  oT  Hum  aix  rmara,  the  tiodtM  nvre  Uiim*  of  rJiildrMi  taur- 
Aur^A  Cm  ibo  nk*  of  i)i*ir  onuunvoU  ;  nnd  Uut  in  all  but  one.  <in  vhirh 
il  A»M  OM  afpMir  Ikml  Um  body  wu  uctullj^  buik*!  in  Uw  cbafT.)  Oralh  bwl 
tKca  nwpd  by  (tnuguUiHw. 


In  tliat  part  of  the  couotrr  also,  tlio  IIolks  op  Porccpin  es 
afford  ready  {ilace*  of  oouccalmeat  for  the  corpses  of  mur- 
dered persoiia.* 

"  Whcreioever  the  body  is,  there  will  the  cables  bo 
gathered  together" — is  a  fact,  wliich  hus  doil^illuBtrittioa  in 
ludiu,  aud  wiiicb  Una  often  been  turned  to  good  account  lu 
searches  for  the  reTDaiDsofmiMiiigiudividuala.t  I  have  long 
thonght  thnt  the  commoti  pariiih  dog  of  the  eountry,  and,  verr 
possibly  the  vulture  also,  could  be  trained  for  the  discovery  of 
missi nobodies.  The  dog  would,  probably,  he  found  tolerably 
mnutigciLble,  but  could  rarely  be  useful  in  cases  where  tho 
corpse  lay  at  a  con&idernblc  distance.  The  keener  icnso  and 
wider  riaual  range  of  the  vulture  would  tell  far  more  advan- 
tageously; and,  although  this  bird  appears  to  be  absolutely 
untameablc,  small  supplies  of  fund  will  generally  induce  it  to 
resort  to  a  particular  locality  where  it*  movements  can  nearly 
always  be  under  observatioa.}    Indeed  a  tree  resorted  to  by 


*  IVr  Inttancci  of  (his  nwde  uf  (^i>iice«lm«Dt>  Ha  Hitataal  Adnirlul  RvpnrM 
K.  W.  P-t  ^^^^  iie]Ki:mb<!r  lSi3,  p.  1099,  n  boy  ftgod  IS.  Thiii,  snh 
.I&Duar)-  ISM.  p.  1 12.  budy  uf  a  Biao.  /"4iJ.  dlh  limy  185«,  p.  «.%.  hody  ctf 
an  iduU  iatain.  Al«0  IOtl>  Uctob«r  ot  mum  year.  p.  £10,  of  a  bay  agad  M 
yean. 

t  Cmd  in  wkidi  atlQiition  wa*  called  l»  a  murder«<l  ba4lj'  bjr  ibo  noinv  of 
Ctdwb  bovpring  over  it.  Nixnuiul  AdauliiLRrpori«.]f.W.  P.,30lli  January 
isaa.  Crona  and  Vultures,  Hid.  irth  Si-ptvtnbvr  <.>f  tbc  tamv  jcar.  Jackalit 
and  TnlttmM,  Ihul.  39(h  April  IS  j\  p.  (,  \9;  Viiltiin'«,  fhid.  Srtt  Jiuitt  uf  the 
tame  joar,  p.  T4.1[  Kilvn  and  Vultnre!!,  l^d,  3(nli  August  nf  ihu  Mtoe  >cnr. 
Kltamut  Ailawliit  tlvpurlx,  vol.  iL,  p.  1,  of  )Si:i,  |).  6SS,  liy  th«  howling  ai  a 
jMk&l,  Thidt  vol.  >i.  uf  \ih&,  p,  SCO.  A  rcuiark»blii  iiutttticu  \q  vthirh  the 
JnJnrfs  of  a  murdurMl  ohild,  noarehin^  fi>F  hla  body  wiili  turi'lH-ii  at  night, 
war*  (UrecCM)  to  tbo  apot  where  il  lay  by  ihu  noisD  ef  JackaJK  riunrrr-tling  adcI 
anarlinu  over  it,  Ibid,  roL  viL,  of  IB53.  p.  79.  Viiltarea  Dying  or*p  a  lauk 
hj  trhicli  ■  bmlj  lay.  C*Jr|i9i-'  uf  a  uiunlBrBJ  nuiuan  diafuii-rvil  by  Jackals 
and  Ut:^  tearing  away  tb«  oartb  with  whicb  it  woi  cororC'd.  Folioe  Rvporu, 
L.P.,  I840hp.ai. 

X  Thu  best-kcft  burial  graundt  ia  India  an  TMortcd  ta  by  AdjaUnt  Qirda 
and  \'ul[un4.    Uora  tlwre  ai»  uo  open  gmrat  to  aailtfy  thair  npacity,  nei- 
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Tulturos,  will  bo  found  in  the  neiglibourhcwd  of  erery  »tm- 
ttOD ;  &Dd  a  look  out  for  the  direction  in  vliicli  t)ic  birds  loft 
or  returned  tlitlicr,  might  ofteu  assist  a  search.  The  sub- 
ject cerUinljT  dcAcrves  the  atteatiou  of  Surgeuas  and  Msgis* 
trates  in  the  MofussU. 

POISONS. 

Tlic  abtmdancc  in  which  n  lar^  Tanet7  of  deadly  plants 
spring  up  in  the  hot  and  moist  atmosphere  uf  Dengal,  nod 
the  unrestricted  freedom  with  which  iienrly  all  the  most 
potent  kinds  of  mineral  nnd  vcgctnblc  poiaons  can  be  pur- 
chased in  crery  Indiaji  bazaar,  added  to  the  familiarity  with 
the  action  of  narcotics  which  has  arisen  from  thcirdailv  hnhits 
of  opium-catiug  and  hemp-sniokiiig,  sufficiently  account 
for  the  prevalence  of  the  crime  of  secret  poisoning  among  n 
timid  people,  who,  except  when  wrought  up  to  n  state  of 
frantic  excitement,  always  prefer  treachery  to  violence  in 
the  execution  of  their  crimea. 

It  cauuot  be  doubted  that,  under  the  Musaulmaun  dynasty, 
usassinntion  by  poison  became,  if  not  tlic  most  prevalent, 
nndoubtedly  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  court  atrocities. 
As  the  closiug  act  of  a  great  political  contest,  or  as  a  means 
of  removing  a  stubborn  minister,  or  an  intriguiug  kiusmiui, 
the  Datoornh,  with  its  power  of  ^raduully  dronniug  the 
asttitcst  intellect  in  a  atatc  of  dnvclUug  fatuity ;  uud  the 
Arsenic,  certain  to  destroy  existence  in  a  night  with  symp- 
toms which  the  moat  learned  hukeems  could  not  distin- 
guish from  those  of  cholcrn  (even  then  one  of  the  most 
previileot  di&cascs  of  India), — wruught  as  ellcctually,  and,  as 


Ihcr  nu*  tba  Htikll  firogmoau  biurowcj  Tar  bjr  jscliftla,  iMapt  cte«la(«t «/ 
MMk  Ing*  riM  uiil  T*pid  digMtioa.  T1i<7,  diMibtl«M.  twil«a  upoa  Uie  rata 
and  olhcr  toi^  wUch  Uint  ihow  places. 
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the  usiusins  doubtless  confiolcd  themselres,  far  1cm  noifeilf 
and  unsccml^r,  than  the  wheel  at  the  Gr^re  rmd  the  axe  on 
Tower  Hill. 

According  to  Strabo,  the  custom  of  biiruing  ladiim  widows 
was  introduced  iua  check  to  the  nomen'x  practice  of  poison- 
iug  their  Imsbiiuds.  Capt&iD  Humiltou,  who  traded  iu  India 
belwecQ  1688  and  1723,  reports  this  legend,  apparently  from 
oral  truditiou ; — "  In  Cauara  tliere  arc  several  cuatoniB  pecu- 
liar to  itscir,  and  muiiy  of  thorn  arc  spread  ahroail  to  remote 
couutries.  Here  it  was  that  the  costom  of  wives  barriiiig 
on  the  same  pile  with  their  deceased  hushaiids  had  its  be- 
ginning. It  is  reported  that,  before  the  Brahmins  invented 
this  law,  poison  trns  so  well  known  and  practised,  that  the 
least  quarrel  that  happened  between  n  married  couple,  cost 
the  husband  bis  life,  and  this  law  put  a  great  stop  to  it,  and 
now  custom  so  far  prevails  tbnt,  ifnuy  fmut- hearted  lad;  has 
not  coorage  enough  to  accompuoj  her  spouse  to  the  other 
world,  she  is  forthwith  shaved  and  degraded,  and  obliged  to 
serve  all  her  husband's  faniilv,  iu  all  kinds  of  drudgery." 

It  would  appear,  from  the  remarks  on  poisons  in  the  Shas- 
traa,  that  this  crime  waa  by  no  means  uufrcqucut  among  the 
Ifiiidua  at  mi  Larly  period.  We  reiid,  iu  Wise's  tran&latioo^ 
that — "Jt  is  neces>sary  for  the  pnxtitiuncr  to  have  a  kaow- 
ledge  of  the  symptoms  of  the  different  poisons,  and  their  anti- 
dotes; as  the  enemies  of  the  Raja,  bad  women,  and  ungrateful 
servants  sometimes  mix  poison  with  food.  On  this  accouut, 
the  cook  ohoaldbc  ofagoodfamily,  virtuous,  faithful,  and  not 
covetous,  not  subject  to  aogcr,  pride,  or  laziness.  He  should 
also  be  cleanly,  and  skilful  in  his  business.  The  practitioners 
should  have  like  qualities,  with  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
poisons;  and  should  examine  the  food  to  be  eaten  by  a  Kajn 
in  the  cooking  room.  This  should  be  large,  airy,  light,  aud 
surrounded  with  fnithfal  senranta,  and  no  one  should  be 
allowed  to  cuter,  unless  he  is  Brst  examined,    lo  the  Atifik- 
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phta'a  Sti&stra  there  are  copious  directions  regarding  tbc 
manucr  of  dctectiug  a  persou  vho  gives  poison ; — be  doca  not 
answer  question?,  or  they  arc  evasive  uuawers;  he  speaks 
uouseuso,  rubs  the  great  toe  along  tbc  ground,  and  shivers ; 
hU  face  is  discolored;  he  rubs  the  roots  of  the  hair  with 
his  lingers;  *ad  lie  tries  by  every  raeana  to  leave  the  house. 
The  food  which  is  susjiocted  should  be  first  given  to  eertaiu 
animals  aad,  if  they  die,  it  is  to  be  avoided."* 

As  rarely  fails  to  happen,  vhen  crime  of  any  kind  is  the 
lesson  taught,  the  common  people  of  tliis  country  were  in  no 
may  behiud  their  masters  iu  the  practico  of  eiupoiaonineut ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  various  modes  of  fls»a»siii.it>on  by 
drugs,  Qrat  made  known  by  the  hukeeniH  of  Aleppo  aud  Bag- 
dad, and  freely  employed  by  Shah  Jehau  niid  Ariuigscbc,  are 
still  practised  in  the  jungle  villages  of  Hindustan  and  13cugal. 

A  complete  and  accurate  list  of  all  the  vegetable  poisoua 
obtunable  iu  Indian  bazaars,  especially  of  those  which  are 
known  to  have  been  employed  in  the  destruction  of  human 
life,  together  with  full  dL-Utilti  of  the  ot>cratiou  of  those  the 
effects  of  vbicb  upon  the  system  are  least  known,  is  still 
•  great  desideratum. 

Impressed  with  this  fact.  Dr.  Mnuat,  in  1843,  addressed 
the  Government  of  India,  reporting  that  the  greater  number 
of  eases  of  poisoning  which  he  was  cnllerl  upon  to  examine,  in 
his  capacity  of  Chemical  Examiner  to  Government,  were  those 
in  which  vegetable  substances  were  used,  from  its  having 
become  geuvraUy  known,  amoug  native  hiikccuui  and  ven- 
ders of  drugs,  that  mineral  poisons  can  iurariably  be  disco* 
Tcred,  even  when  cxialing  in  extremely  minute  quontitiea  ; 
bat  that  most  vegetable  matters  cannot  he  distinguiahed  by 


•  Tav«ni)M',  {■  dNcribiiiK  his  risit  t«  Gwatior,  the  grvnt  >Utv  priaon  of  IbA 
UihomodMi  •orcrcixna,  uy^"  Wh<4i  Arun^bo  Muds  in;  gmat  loni  ta 
llua  pl*ce,  kl  lbL>  uml  oS  nuw  or  ten  days  bo  ordvn  bim  t«  be  poboBOil ;  uul 
tbU  liG  duM,  Uul  ihu  peoplv  may  QotacUiiasgaUut  bim  foi  ft  bloody  prince." 
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Rny  processes  of  annlysis  known  to,  or  practiscci  by  Enropoan 
Chemists.  With  ft  view,  if  possible,  to  prevent  this,  and  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  large  amount  of  crime  which  can  thus  be  con- 
mitted  with  impunity  throughout  the  country,  be  sugrgested 
that  lie  might  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  carrying  out 
fin  extended  series  of  cxpertmeutal  inquiries  on  tlie  subject. 
For  this  purpose,  be  recommended  that  n  circnlor  letter 
sbould  he  addressed  to  the  varioas  Magistrates  in  this 
Presidency,  rcqaesting  them  to  procure  from  the  bazaara, 
native  drugi^ists,  and  other  sources  from  which  such  sub- 
stances are  likely  to  be  obtained  in  tbcir  acrcral  districts, 
BUinples  of  tbc  various  vegetable  poisons  known  to  be  usually 
resorted  to  for  criminal  purposes,  with  their  names,  the 
modes  in  which  they  are  prepared  and  administered,  the 
properties  ascribed  to  them  by  the  nntivea,  and,  in  fact, 
every  information  which  could  be  elicited  on  the  subject, 
and  which  would  be  likely  to  acrrc  hereafter  as  a  guide  to 
the  judicial  and  chemical  inTcatigatiou  of  such  caaea.  He 
observed  that  the  substances  should,  if  possible,  be  procnred 
in  such  quantities  as  to  enable  tho  cxamiuor  to  perform  a 
scries  of  trials,  so  as  to  modify  them  in  the  many  ways  that 
would  be  uecoasary,  in  endeavouring  to  arrive  at  any  deter- 
minate result  in  a  comparatively  untrodden  field  of  obser- 
vation,* The  Government,  considering  that  the  Magistrates 
were  not  the  proper  authorities  to  be  called  upon  for  the 
information  sought  by  Dr.  Mount,  rcquosted  that  the 
Medical  Board  would  consult  the  Civil  Surgeons  at  tho 
different  stations,  whether  samples  of  the  various  vegetable 
poisons  known  to  be  nsunlly  employed  fi>r  criminal  pur- 
poses could  be  procured  by  them  for  Dr.  Monat's  cxaminiu 
tion:  requesting  them,  at  the  same  time,  to  furnish  such  in. 
formation  as  might  be  useful  to  Dr.  Mount  in  his  proposed 


■  Letter  No.  67,  of  Uay  letb  1S». 
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eJtperimenta.  A  drcular  to  that  effect  was  accordingly 
iMueii  by  the  Board,  wliicli  appcmre,  by  tlic  filed  reports,  to 
have  been  rcapondcd  to  by  only  twelve  McdicAl  Officers,* 
wlio  sent  in  tbc  names  of  about  thirty-six  vegetable  sub- 
stanccsj  stated  to  be  used  »s  poisons  and  procurable  in  their 
stations.  These  articles  have  been  embodied  iu  llie  "  Li»tof 
Vegetable  ami  Mineral  Poisons  procurable  in  the  Ruzaars  t^ 
India." — Appendix  A. 

Many  of  the  vegetable  substances  dcseiibcd, — as  the  Dntoo* 
vahiGuDJah,  Aconite,  Kurrearcc,  Guudi,  LallChitra,  Kuchita 
(A'uj:  Vomica)  vi'iWi  xXh  Viscum,  Kokmari  (Cacttlua  hidicus), 
and  Korrubec  {Oleander)  arc  poisons,  and  arc  employed  by 
the  natives  as  sueb.  Otbera,  ax  theMii^limee  U\s\i,  &c.,  &c., 
are  doubtful,  both  with  regard  to  their  botauicnl  ebaractera 
and  to  most  of  the  circumstance s  under  which  they  arc 
employed,  and  deserve  a  very  careful  investigation.  A  third 
set,  among  nbicb  arc  the  Isanicl,  or  Bsser  Mliool  {AritlolocAia 
Indira)  and  probably  several  others,  arc  to  be  considered  as 
powerfully  medicinal  rather  than  poisonous-t  Several  of 
the  reports  bear  strong  evidence  of  the  great  uuwillingneu 
and  suspicion  which  are  nearly  alwaya  displayed  by  the  natives 
when  called  upon  to  aiTord  aid  in  the  elucidation  of  questions 
of  this  kind.  Still,  the  result  of  the  inquiry  waa  sutticieutly 
encouraging  to  render  its  repetition  highly  advisable. 

Great  as  is  the  obscurity  nhicb  envelopes  the  history  of 
many  of  the  poisonous  substances  used  in  India,  the  present 
inquiry  leads  mc  to  feel  convinced  that  the  number  of 
poisons,  which  arc  used  freely  by  the  natives  of  tins  prcsi- 


"  llMtn,  Dlckeds.  of  BaIuor«  ;  Uorton,  BaniU ;  CnnibertuKl.  Poom  i 
Moroib,  GhuMopor*  i  Viu,  IU^korguiif;«  ;  Shrnv,  Agr> ;  J.  MclUe,  Muttn  i 
LiKhtfonl.  BolundahutauT  i  Batber  ;  Griffiili,  Jiibbitlpon  ;  6rvi(,  SeeUpor*  ; 
J,  Mwrnr,  Ktongliyr. 

t  Tlw  AiittUetbn  wi*,  hcwenr,  naked  I7  ihc  anciento  anoag  the  weak 


'  Willi  avic"  to  producing  Inloiiic&Uoii, 

11.  Daloorali J  laensibility  or  Fatuily,  bul  not  per- 

Giinjah I  bips  with  int>»)l  lo  kill,  atlliough  dcBlh 

frcqwrtilly  tesuila  from  their  us«. 

in.  Lall  Chitra F«t  Aboriion. 

IV.  Siilpdale  of^Coppcf,  ..-  .     ) 

j^j^^;^.   /I«  tfie    i7wA(Giveu  as  MiMlidnn  iii 

Siwke  Poi»«.  &c *■       ■^"*'       )        poi^iwua  do9w. 

Doubtless,  further  experience  vill  call  for  additionB  to  thin 
Uit  nnd  especially  to  the  3rd  and  4th  classes  ;  hut  it  must  bo 
re|«^tcd  that  the  number  of  poisons  commoiily  erniiloyed 
with  criminnl  intent  in  Beugal  aiiil  the  North- West  Proriii. 
CC8  {irohably  floc«  not  much  exceed  that  given  in  the  1st 
and  3nil  classes  of  the  aborc  list. 

A  {ew  notes  on  the  emplormeut  of  these  poisons  in  Indiit 
may  nsefuUj-  supply  the  deficiencies  in  the  English  staiidartl 
works  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 


AKrtEKlCAL  POISONING. 


Arscnious  Acid,  and  the  Yellow  and  Red  Sulphurcta  of 
Arsenic,  arc  imported  into  this  Prcaitkncy  in  remarkiibly 
large  (iimntities.  I  have  ascertained  that  the  principal  siippliee 
of  White  Arsenic  arc  brought  to  Calcutta,  from  the  Guli",  in 
Arab  ships.  Some  also  is  brought  from  Europe.  The  present 
bazar  valnc  of  Arscuious  Acid  ia  about  twcaty.fiTe  rupees 
per  mnuud  (of  eighty  pouads.)    Tlic  Yellow  Arseaic  comes 
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Tfom  Oudc:  tliat  of  a  superior  quality  brings  from  eiglity 
rupees  to  ninety  rapees  per  mauud.  Another  cheaper  and 
coarser  description  of  the  Vcllovr  SulpliurcC  ia  imported  in 
greater  qnantitica  from  Hangoon,  vhcrc  its  ralue  is  about 
thirty  rupees  per  maiind;  this  latter  appears  to  pass  largely 
into  the  ititerior  of  the  couutry.  Red  Arsenic  also  comes 
from  the  territories  of  Oude ;  and  it  is  found  native  in  China. 
Its  present  value  is  from  thirty  rupees  to  forty  rupees  per 
mauud,  according  to  its  quality.  The  trade  sccma  to  be 
almost  entirely  iu  tlio  hands  of  natives.  The  importation  of 
White  Arsenic  lias  considerably  diminished  during  the  last 
five  yearM  ;  but  it  appears,  by  au  official  statement,  that  the 
total  quantity  of  this  drug  imported  through  the  Custom 
House  of  Calcutta  during  the  five  years  1850<51-18ul-jj5 
inclusive,  was  upwards  of  780  mannds*. 

AnsENic. — Arsemoaa  Add;  Wh'tie  OxuU  of  Arsenic. — 
Sumool-Khar,  It.  Sanchtja,  S.  (Fleming)  Pheu&thtHabhasma, 
S.  (Wise),  Staffed  Sumhlml,  lud.  and  Cash.  (Honigberger) — 
May  be  bought  freely  at  a  very  low  price  in  nearly  all  Indian 
bazaars.  Or.  Honigberger  saya  that,  in  former  times,  aud 
probably  at  the  prescut  day,  any  one  could  purchase  Arsenic 
at  Lahore  from  the  druggista,  on  simply  stating  that  he  iras 
iu  the  habit  of  eating  it,t  or,  that  he  wanted  it  /or  the  (jcju 
truetion  of  ratt.  It  was  meutioned  id  the  public  prints,  a 
year  or  two  ago,  that  this  ancient  and  almost  universal  pra- 
text  for  buying  the  etroogcst  of  all  poisons,  and  most  nacless 


*  Tkn  imparUUfts  of  WUte  Antnir.  U  a  dutjr  «f  1 0  p«r  Ccnt>.  is  SUlbv 
risMi  by  SecUou  III..  Bcgulution  XV.,  issy 

-f  SVviD  tbit  it  irotild  appear  lh>t  the  pnctiM  of  jtrtnie  Satb^  dianlbcd 
by  Dr.  Vuti  TicfainU  u  ver;  romaioD  aiaong  ibo  pMMnu  In  seas  dittficu 
uf  lATtnm  Aa*tri»,  to  StyiWi  uul  is  tli*  moiinUinoa»  regioiw  bonteriog  on 
IIoDguy.  wUh  a  Ti(w  to  iiKT««uit  llwir  good  looks  sntl  emkampoimt,  sod  «4Ui 
tlie  iMHrftltit  niiiafcoiiiiitMi  «xj>ccutluii  of  bpcomiog  "  Iuii|;-wiiiili-)l"  in  toiling 
Vf  tk»ir  munutali)  patln,  alio  [irT*aU>  in  Vorlhcrn  India. 
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of  all  clicmical  Hubfttaaces,  likewiK  prevails  in  Bombay.  Tliin 
is  nlso  the  common  plea  upon  u-bicli  criioinnU  purchase  the 
ilriig  from  the  only  too  facile  Buunciilis,  Up-country. 
The  vifc  of  a  man  who  had  died  by  poUon,  dccltrcd  that  the 
bwi  adiuinistered  to  her  Lusbaiid  a  pouder,  given  tier  by  her 
paramour,  to  cure  htm  of  impotency  !  The  Biinuc-Jih  from 
whom  the  Arsenic  was  bought,  stated  that  the  male  prisoner 
hftil  purchased  two  pice-vorth  of  Arsenic  (about  cue  luid  a 
half  mnsha  weight]  to  kill  rat«.*  A  prisoner,  at  Scharun- 
pore,  asserted,  ta  his  foujdaree  confession,  that  he  liad  pur- 
cliaaed  Amciiic  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  rats,  and  that 
Ilia  wife  had  tnkcn  it  by  mistake.  It  was  proTcd,  however, 
that  be  had  purchased  Arsenic,  Mereury  and  Sulphur,  with 
the  object,  as  he  stated,  of  curing  itefa-t  Jn  1854,  one 
Bijyee,  Brahmin,  of  Bareilly,  confessed  that,  his  widowed 
sister  bariiig  been  seduced  and  thrown  upou  bim  for  sup- 
port while  prci^nant,  he  determined  to  kill  her.  Telling  her 
that  he  would  t:ikc  her  back  to  her  hitc  Imsbaud'a  relatives, 
be,  while  on  the  road,  poisoned  her  with  Arsenic,  with  which 
he  bad  provided  lUmsclf  ou  pretence  of  poiiouing  rats.J 

Again,  at  Tipperah,  upwards  of  700  miles  from  the  scene 
of  the  above  tragedy,  we  find  a  prisoner  giving  his  mistress 
a  fatal  dose  of  poison,  with  a  view,  as  he  eaid,  of  procuring 
abortion,  although  he  must  have  been  well  aware  of  its 
effects,  as  ho  had  previously  nscd  it  to  kill  rats.^ 

Straugc,  that  so  weak  a  lie  should  he  traceable  as  having 
passed  current  in  all  Kuroi>c,  as  n  cloak  fur  homicide,  since 
the  fourtceuth  century  ;1{  and  that  it  should  be  equally  valid 
throughout  all  ludia  at  the  present  moment  1 


•  KiMuut  Adit^tut  KfpuTU,  M".  W.  P^  Bth  Miuvb  IBM.  p.  1607. 
t  yCo/,  Bth  April  18A3,  ^  fiM. 

J  jbiJ,  istli  (H'Cobcr  isii'i,  p.  aai. 

S  Pttli<«  Roport,  L.  J'.,  for  U<«,  p.  sj. 

k  TKoUsttoa  R«n«viible  and  Miiignlilo  Caiues  of  Dt'Oth,  pL  );«, 
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Tbo  records  of  the  Chemical  Examiner's  Office,  duriog  tLo' 
)>«riod*  ftlrcndy  referred  to,  contain  reports  of  the  ducovcry  of 
Wllito  Arecnic  cither  jn  food,  &c.,  kuowu  to  hiivc  been  giveu 
willi  u  f«luuiou8  iiitcution,  or  in  llio  stomachs,  &c.,  of  persons 
ilj'iiig  iiiider  suai^cioua  circunistnnccs,  id  lu^enty-thref  utitan- 
ctt,  lu  some  few  of  these  cases,  the  quauttty  dotccteil 
amounted  to  a  more  trace  :  but,  in  tnnuy,  it  was  noticed  as 
beinft  HiilUcient  to  destroy  eight  orteu  persons.  Dr.  Kenneth 
ibiMKiuuou  iuforms  tne  thnt,  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  of 
poinuning  by  White  Aneuic,  Up-couutry,  the  dnig  is  admi- 
tiiitoi'cd  iiL  enormous  t|uaQtUicSi  In  some  of  these  cases, 
ho  bus  knoTTD  vomiting  occur  so  rapidly,  and  with  such 
grvat  nclivity,  u  to  free  the  stoinsck  before  the  poi&ou  could 
futor  tho  eirculntioD. 

Ill  oue  cAsc,  tt  womitn  confessed  that  she  had  administered 
titrco  dosus  of  White  Ar&cuic  to  her  son-in-Utw.    The  mui 
ppcars  to  hnvc  been  ill  thrco  or  four  days  und  received 
'native  nitilienl  trcntment.'*' 

ItiMutJther  case^  where  n  tmall  quantity  of  Arsenic  wax 
diseovvrcd  iu  the  stoaiach,  the  individual  survived  four 
dnyi.t 

III  the  generality  of  cases  of  poisoning  by  Arsenic  the 
or^niiiials  ntatu  that  their  victims  died  of  Cholera.}  Tlic 
olrciimitnticcs  under  which  llic  poison  was  adoiiuistered, 
arc  froquontty  left  alti^cther  uucxplaincd ;  in  many  cases, 
buwuvcrt  it  was  evidently  given  with  intent  to  kill  or 
dlublo;  hud  I  tiud  three  instances  in  which  it  was  employed 
with  n  view  to  procure  abortion.  AVbite  Arsenic  is  given 
by  ihu  nntivo  pntctiti oners  iu  the  "  Bit/t  Baree,"  and  in 
KuuiU  otbur  preparations.     As  most  of  the  aiaes  of  poisuuiug 


»  Mmn*)  Ailiwlul  Rot^'rU.  N.  W.  P.,  «">  K«bnMiy  ISSX,  p.  lOS, 
t    t6tJ,  Soil  Si^iit-'dilwr  mil,  p.  9«0. 
1  Hiw  MiMt-ttI  AJu-lul  K^iwru,  K.  W.  P.,  90t  AfrU  18M,  p.  6M.  J 
nui  Msjr  1*1)1.  )i.  luG.  fci-. 
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bjr  White  Arsenic  reported  io  the  Oiemiotl  E\mnincr'«  Re- 
cords do  not  present  nnj  peculinr  fe&tnres  which  diftinguiRh 
Ibem  from  simiUr  instxQcea  occurring  in  Europe,  I  shall 
oiUt  cite  one  of  them,  of  T^rj'  recent  dntc,  as  nn  oxftinpic  of 
the  utterly  reckless  manner  in  which  the  Thugs  aad  other 
n^bcn  of  this  coaotry, — whose  criminal  practices,  will  prc- 
teutlT  be  referred  to,— employ  puiaona  with  a  view  to  dis- 
able their  vietims.  In  JauuurjrJSdl,  two  travellers  vere  nt- 
tacked.  It  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  with  TomitiDg  and 
purgiof ,  Kooa  after  having  taken  food  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Allahabad.  Ttief  died  about  day-break  nest  morning. 
Vpan  cxaminulion,  the  Medical  Officer  found  a  bright  red- 
neas  in  the  Rtomachs,  and  opper  pari  of  the  small  intc^itincs 
of  both,  leading  to  the  opinion  tluit  a  poison  had  been  admt* 
ntatcrcd,  although  do  irrilnut  was  detectable  by  the  naked 
eye.  The  stomacha,  with  their  coutcots,  were  forwarded  for 
juuilyua,  together  with  a  powder  found  on  the  pcraon  of  the 
mapected  party  (one  Bltowanccdcen — doubtless  a  Thug  poi> 
■oner  bj  prafessiou,)  described  by  him  as  congh  medicine; 
and  some  of  the  flour  with  which  their  bread  was  made.  Dr. 
Hacnamara  discovered  considerable  quantities  of  Arsenic 
in  both  stomachs ;  this  poison  was  also  detected  iu  the  ponder 
aod  in  the  tluur.*  The  powder  ooutaiaing  the  Arsenic  was 
described  as  being  of  a  Rlaci  colour.  In  a  case  also, — wticrc 
a  joQog  woman,  at  the  instigation  of  her  paramour,  admi< 
uisteied  .Xrscnic  (as  was  afterwards  proved  ou  post  mortem 
examination)  to  her  husband's  parents, — the  prisoner  dccUr- 
ed  that  the  poison  was  a  Mack  powdcr.t  In  this  case  it  was 
prored  that  the  Araeuic,  wh«u  porchaaed,  was  white — the  m»u 


*  Two  laWnitiiiK  cwwc   or  poUaning  by  Ammt:  in  Uombsy  an  raoogrdod 
hy  ^.  lledaie.  in  tba    Itt    (»1ijjdm   «r  Um  S<mtoy  MtdmJ  niuf  /Vynnf 

f  Ninaiul  Adawloi  IbporK  TX.  W.  P.,  \«ih  Jmoarr  ISM,  pi  49.  A«aiii 
JUd,  ath  Marnh  ISU.  p.  IIU. 
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wbo  bought  it  also  spoke  of  it  a»  white,  but  the  woraau  vho 
asserted  that  he  gave  it  to  her  to  admiuisttir  to  her  husbRiid, 
for  the  cure  of  hia  impoteace,  always  described  it  as  black. 
It  is,  hovrever,  probable  that,  io  these  cases,  the  colour  of 
the  poisoQ  is  disguised,  perhaps  vith  ground  spices,  before  it 
is  adiuiuistcTed.  lu  this  trial,  the  Judge  questioned  a  uatire 
druggist,  who  atatcd  that  a  prcpaiatiou  luadc  from  Arsenic, 
by  a  &low  and  expensive  process  of  rcfmcmcnt,  is  sometimes 
given  as  medicine  for  impotency ;  this  substance  he  called 
"  Koosht&h,"  and  said  that  it  is  white.  He  added  that  iguo> 
rant  persons  might,  by  subjecting  Arsenic  to  the  process  of 
burning,  make  it  black,  and  admiautcr  it  for  mediciao, 
without  any  of  its  deadly  properties  being  refined  oot  of  it.'*' 
Yklluw  Sclphubetof  AasENic. — Orpimeut, — llarlai,  11; 
Ilaritaia,  S.  (Fleming.)  This  is  proh&bly  the  preparation  of 
Arsenic  most  frequently  employed  as  an  internal  inediciae, 
as  a  pigment,  and  as  a  depilatory  in  India.  In  this  Presidency, 
very  large  quantities  of  OrpimcQt  are  consumed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shell  luc,  uhiefly  at  Mirzaporc,  Uecrbhouni,  Ban- 
coundi  and  Calcutta.  According  to  Dr.  Perciral  Lord,  tlie 
uHtives  iutiabitiug  the  borders  of  the  Indus  sometimes 
employ  the  Zurd  Suukiah,  or  Yelloir  Sulphuret,t  lo-  small 


'  Accovdlng  Ut  Bkboo  iMurchnnder  Oangooly,  Arcoaic,  ut  waU  m  mtmvI 
otlisr  pewtrfol  drngi  used  [q  okUto  mcdlclue,  it  made  to  nodurgo  eerUiii 
pnUmawry  pwessif,  ealM  •^S^Mama,"  by  wWh  it  b  mq>)>o««<l  ilutt  Uivir 
madknaal  qaaliliM  an  enlisnrad,  sad  ituitr  deletarium  unn  mudlGwd  or  nii- 
ikred  milil  in  lb«  rsiiuirad  degree.  Xv«  [ilaM  ar*  practiae^  nuftr  Midpspara. 
In  Ibu  Ant,  (bi>  Ar»«nlo  Is  poiiciilnti  snd  mnccrticd  lu  i-ow'i  uiiDu  fi<r  3B 
houn.  In  ibc  olli«r,  It )«  intnidaL-cil  into  n  pnriicm  oT  tho  grtwn  trunk  of  Uki> 
niirOMtij.  Ctvplitrbia  Uyalarim)  and.  botag  evvervi  ultli  tta«  buk  of  ths  HSM 
plant,  tbo  whole  U  expOMd U>  n  good  Annniil  the  oKCrnwl  pnru  of  tbavnod 
•n  eoBtploUrljr  cksfMd.  ThA  Ananlo  U  then  fit  (ot  w.  Thii  nsf  pottibly 
Mplnln  ih*  bU«k  sppeanaM  of  ib»  Ammuc. 

■f  Mr.  Camplidll,  C.  S.  uf  AuiD|;hui-,  bsa  (hown  lh»t  tW  nfttir**  of  Ih^ 
roiintry  ilmTilw  k*  "Yalloir  An«nic*'  «  vBrircy  nf  iho  Whtt*  Aremk  wliieb 
luwsjriloituh  ttugv,  bm  whii-h  u,uf  ccunv,  i|uitc  tlirtbrtuU  frgnOrpuaML 
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doiM  (they  said  half  a  ruttet, — three  quaritr*  of  a  grain)  for 
obfltiaate  cnsea  of  intermittent  fever.  A  similar  pmctiee 
prcTOilft  nmong  the  Bengalee  doctors,  and  is  soinetimM  fol- 
lowed by  cfttamitous  results.  I  understand  tliat  a  case  occur- 
red some  years  sioce,  in  which  n  respectnbtc  native,  enrngcd 
iritb  a  kobimj  who  hnd  HdmitiiBtercd  a  fxtnJ  dose  of  Arae- 
nic  to  his  cliild,  seiied  a  weapon  and  struck  the  tinfortu- 
nate  practitioner  deiid.  The  Chotnical  Exnmincrs'  Uccords 
contaia  eight  iastanccs  io  which  this  poison  was  dis- 
covered, either  in  very  suspicions  componitions,  or  in  the 
atomnchs  of  persons  dying  with  tymptoms  of  irritant 
poisoning. 

The  following  case  is  abridged  from  Dr.  O'Shaaghnesay'a 
printed  report ; — 

OntheSUtOctober  1840,  Br.  O'Shanghnesny  received  the 
remains  of  a  rice  padding,  on  the  copper  plate  in  which  it 
had  been  cooked.    It  was  stated   that  this  padding  had 

been  served,  tho  evening  before,  at  Major  H n'a  tabic; 

that  Mrs.  H.,her  European  serraat,  and  metninco  had  eaten  of 
it;  that  Major  U. had  taslcdit;  and  that  nil  hnd  been  imme- 
diately taken  ill.  A  bitter  taste  was  obserred  by  the  parties, 
and  the  pudding  was  said  to  he  discolored.  Upon  annlv-ais, 
it  was  found  that  it  was  the  Sulpluirct  of  Arsenic  which  hod 
been  used,  and  that  impregnation  of  the  pudding  with  copper 
wu  not  the  cause  of  the  illness  of  the  sufferers.  Dr. 
O'Shawghncssy  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  substance 
introduced  was  one  of  the  compound  native  poisons  of 
which  Orpiment  is  an  ingredient,  and  not  the  pnre  arsenical 
poison  alone.  The  bitterness  of  tnstc,  the  proportionately 
email  quantity  of  Arsenic  present,  and  the  syraptoms  of 
giddiness  and  intoxication  experienced  in  two  of  the  cases, 
were  his  chief  reasons  for  entertaining  this  opinion. 

This  report  also  records  a  case  of  murder  by  (yellow?) 
Arsenic,  and  detection  of  the  pobon  in  the  remainB  of  two 
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iudifiduals  after  ten  moat/u'  iDtcrineat  without  coflius. — A 
most  intercstiug  and  tDBlruetive  (Ictitil.* 

Krd  SutJiifRKT  OF  AusKKic — ReoiffOT, — MamU,  H. 
Manak  Sila,  S.  (Fleming). — This  wm  detectcrtin  asuspicioQl 
powder  seut  fur  examiuatiou  from  Hoogbly  in  Uarcb  ISll. 
It  is  solil  iu  all  tUc  bawuirs.  I  am  iaformed  that  it  is  also 
iwed  b;  the  Hiilccemaaud  Kobirajira.  I  bare  fuuud  it  among 
a  Bunucxh's  stock  forwarded  br  the  Police.  It  appears  to  he 
employed  for  the  removal  of  eupcrfluoua  hair,  &u.t 

9 

CATTLE  POISOSIKG. 

The  Cbcmif^al  Examiucrs'  Kecords  contaiD  much  intercst- 
iag  cor  reap  oudeucc  relative  to  the  very  prevalent  crime  of 
PoisoMNU  lioHSKa,  Cattlkakd  ELcrUANis.  Thu  aoitoals  arc 
gcaeraliy  destroyed  by  the  admiaistratiou  of  balU,  one  of  the 
{iriacipal  aud  commoner  cotiHtitucuts  of  nhich  appears  to  be 
the  root  of  the  Acvnitwn  Ft^ox,  which  in,  doubtless^  also  the 
Bubatatice  moat  ia  uho  amoug  tUo  hill  tribes  for  poisooing 
spciu-a  and  arrows.  The  followiog  detiiiU  will  afford  sttSicieiit 
iltu!itrntinii  of  this  subject. 

Iu  S<;ptcmhi-r,  1852,  the  Sub-AsiiistaDt  Commi:ssary 
General,  io  charge  of  Uie  Government  Elephants  at  Daces, 
fornardod  a  portion  of  the  content*  of  tho  stoaioch  of  au 
Kicphant  which  had  died  with  symptoms  uf  irritant  poisoning 
together  with  a  portion  of  Mectha  Uish  (AconUum  Fcrox) — 
the  poisoa  snppoiied  to  have  been  administered.  Mr.  Siddoiu 
failed  to  procure  evea  a  trace  of  AconitiDcfrom  the  contents 
of  the  animars   stomach.     He,  howerer,  testified  to  the  poi- 


*  ficugal  Dufwosfttory,  pp^  Tai-M-M. 
f  For  dMcrlftioiu  rS  vt*r»i  pniMkNCiatu  of  ArMiiic  unoct   nwdichMllj  b/ 
Uie  fi>*di,  KaUr^)ini  mmI  lluiraiu  vt  DvogBl,  Stt  pBpen   bj-  Baboo  I.  C. 
UMtgooly,— tfofid  Hn/iani,  M«dk«J  Coliunn  for  Fob.  T,  uxl  Dv<,  1 1  Mul  10, 


sonoua  ctiar&ctcr  of  the  root  acat,  and  gave  it  u  his  opinioa 
Uiat  about  three  ounces  of  root,  m  f'rc»h  as  that  sent,  would 
be   sufficient  to  destroy  the  life  of  a  hstf-gruwn  Elephant. 
It  itt,  however,  very  difficult  to  prejudge  with  accuracy  the 
effects  of  any  vegetable  poiaon  upon  one  of  the  lower  animuls, 
A  aomevliat  aimllar,  bat  very  questionable  ciue  wu  investi- 
gated in  the  follotring  Au^at,  without  any  satisfactory  reautt. 
In  the  preceding  May,  the  Magistrate  of  the  2-UperguunahH 
forwardvd  a  hall  which  a  per&ou  had  been  charged  with  giving 
(?)  to  an  Elephant  witli  inteut  to  poison  it.     This  was  fonnd 
to  be  of  the  size  of  iL  small  orange.     In  its  interior  were  fonad 
imbedded,  without  anv  attempt  at  intermixture,  a  small  piece 
qX  freak  Aconite  root,  weighing  about  20  grains,  and  n  portion 
of  SuipAitret  qf  Mercury,  nearly  a  drachm  in  ncight.  In  August 
of  the  name  year,  the  Joint  Magistrate  of  Pubna  was  informed 
that  the  chuuiars  of  a  certain  village  had  beeu  for  some  mouths 
in  the  habit   of  killing   cattle  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the 
sake  of  their  slcins,  by  ihrusliug  iuto  the  rectum  certain  poi- 
sonous balis.     Some  of  the  prisoners  confessed  and  produced 
several  balla,  two  of  which  Tcrc  sent  to  the  Chemical  Exami- 
ner.    They  alito  produced  a  pointed  stick,  at  the  end  of  which 
the  ball,  it  was  understood,  u-«s  fixed,  and  ho  thrust  iuto  the 
body.    When  theslick  was  withdrawn,  the  ball  remained  ;  the 
conseijucuccs  were  that  the  belly  swelled,  in  some  cases  a 
small  quantity  of  blood  was  passed,  and  the  animal  died  in 
about  12  houni  in  great    pain-     The  balla  wore  found  to  he 
perforated  with  an  aperture  for  the  pointed  stick,  and  con- 
tained aresinoua  matter,  kept  inform  by  being  mixed  with  » 
large  quantity  of  hair  rolled  up  somewhat  tike  a  silk-woj-m's 
cocQon  with  one  end  cut  off.  The  nature  of  the  resinous  mat- 
ter conld  not  be  decided  by  analysis.    In  1851,  four  chumara 
of  Snrun  vere  sentenced  by  the  Nizamut  for  poisoning  cattle 
with  intent  to  steal  their  hiilc-i.     There  could  not  be  a  doubt 
that  the  cowa  had  been  killed  by  inllictiug  a  punctured  wound 
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into  nliicli  poison  {'mafwor')  was  inscrtod  [Elctnms  for  11)51 
>.  1103.]  Balls  said  to  he  extensively  used  for  poisonin({ 
C«ttlo  iu  Jc«9ore  *cre  sent  for  examination  in  Noveniljcr, 
1853.     Their  poUoiious  iugreiiicHts  coulii  not  be  di'tt-ctcd. 

Wben  at  Lnhoro,  Dr.  Honigbergor  received  from  the 
ISogliih  c&DtoameDt,  for  analysntion,  a  vegeUblc  compoimd 
vhich  had  been  discovered  in  the  form  of  a  ball  in  the  ortiU 
lery  department,  where  it  bail,  probnbly,  been  depositeil  for 
the  pnrpoRc  of  destroying  the  cattle.  lie  ascertftincd  the  pre- 
sence of  Aconite  root  in  that  mass.  The  coarse  pieces  verc 
white,  haTJng  the  texture  und  pungency  of  the  root. 

Mr.  H.  Alexander  has  obliged  me  vith  the  follawing 
interesting  note.  "  The  principal  crime  committed  in  the 
district  of  Bcerbboom  is  poisoning  cattle  for  the  sake  of 
their  hides.  Tliis  crime  ia  committed  by  the  IlilUmen,  who 
invariably  confem.  The  manner  in  which  it  ia  effected  is 
this.  These  men  hirk  amongst  a  large  herd  of  cuttle;  and, 
when  they  Dbscrre  one  that  looka  sickly,  they  ponctiiro  the 
hide  near  the  hip  joint,  with  iron  needles  irliich  have  been 
soaked  iu  some  vegetable  poison,  their  arrows  are  poisoned  ia 
n  mmilnr  manner.  The  animal  lingera  for  about  two  or 
more  days,  and  seldom  lenvts  the  ^pot  where  it  oneo  lies 
down.  ScTcral  of  thc«c  Hill-men  have  b«ca  brought  to  me. 
with  the  instruments  and  poison  npon  them.  If  I  remember 
right,  I  lenl  some  of  the  poison  to  Dr.  W.  B.  O'Shaugb- 
neaiy,  to  be  analyzed,  hut  1  forget  the  rwiuU."  [It  was, 
donhtlcM,  A  prepnmtion  of  Aconite  root.]  "  The  sluns  are 
sold  to  the  Chamars,'' 

A  surprisingty  extensive  system  of  cattle  poisoning  was 
diacorcrcd,  late  in  1854,  by  Mr.  G.  Campbell,  the  Magis- 
trate of  Aaimghnr.  The  following  perfectly  trustworthy  ac- 
count is  from  the  Friend  of  India.  "  A  child  was  detected 
administering  poison  to  a  cow.  Inquirit^  were  mndeaati) 
his  motive,  aud  liis  replies  furnished  a  clue,  which  was  vigl- 
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lantly  followed,  and  &t  Last  rcvcnlcd  the  exiatoocc  of  a  viOely- 
OTguiizal  coDBpinicy.  A  few  men,  perhaps  not  more  thiw 
two,  liad  ndroitly  ar&ilcd  thcmsclrcs  of  tbc  vilU^c  or^aniza* 
tiou,  aud  turned  it  iuto  a  source  of  vast  pecuuiarj'  profit. 
Every  village  in  the  North-West  Dumbcra  among  its  officen 
a  Chamar.  Th«se  mon,  of  the  rery  lowest  caste,  perform  aU 
offices  too  repulsive  for  the  more  respectable  inhabitants. 
As  a  reward,  tliey  obtuia  the  ekins  of  all  dead  nnimnls. 
They  hare,  therefore,  a  direct  interest  in  sucb  deaths ;  and  a 
leather  denier,  aware  of  this  fact,  resolved  to  induce  them 
to  increase  the  nuratacr  by  ortiticiiU  means.  In  concert  with 
a  native  merchant,  he  procured  vast  quantities  of  Arsenic, 
which  was  distributed  by  agents  sworn  to  sceresy,  to  other 
Aubordinatcs.  From  their  hands,  it  reached  the  Chnmars, 
who  administered  it  to  the  cnttte,  usually  iu  the  shape  of 
a  ball  of  flour.  The  cattle  died,  and  the  skins  were  sold  by 
the  Chumar  to  the  poison-distributor  at  two-thirds  of  the 
ordinary  price.  The  RRent,  in  his  turn,  obtained  a  com- 
mission on  the  skins,  and  the  Bunncnli  au  cxorbitout  price 
for  his  Arsenic,  white  the  leather  dealer  waa  contented  to 
find  skins  plentiful  and  cheap.  With  such  inducements, 
the  pratTliee  rspidly  increased.  Wliole  classes  becnrae  ini- 
tiated into  the  use  of  a  fearful  agent  of  flcstruction,  and  the 
wealth  of  the  cultivators  was  swept  away,  without  oitbei 
deteetiou  or  remedy." 

In  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  Mr.  Campbell  found  that 
the  wholesale  Arsenic  merchants  priucipalty  reNuicd  in  the 
city  of  Patna  and  got  their  supplies  direct  from  Calcutta. 
These  men  all  held  th^t  the  trnltic  in  Arsenic  was  not  pro- 
hibited by  law,  and  acknowledged  that  they  carried  it  on 
actively,  uot  knowing  that  the  ArAoaic  was  used  for  illegal 
purposes.  They  all  stated  that  this  traffic  had  enormonsljr 
increased  within  the  previous  two  or  three  years,  and  espe- 
cially nitbiu  the  last  rear,  and  that  the  lirag  hni),  of  late, 
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been  much  rcilucod  m  price.  They  koev  of  no  Icgiliiuate 
use  to  vhich  it  was  ever  applied,  except  in  the  com^iueition  of 
medicines,  and  to  mix  witli  the  ivliitc-vaali  uf  Bu<:Ii)i1i  gen- 
tlemcna'  liouscs,  to  keep  off  iiiscctK.  The  Patna  merchants, 
their  liooks,  and  the  White  Aritcnic  found  in  their  shops, 
were  brought  before  Afr.  Campbell.  Due  man  admitted  tliat 
he  had  received  fruiu  Calcutta,  during;  the  last  year,  uo  less 
than  one  htiadred  maundo,  or  nearly  four  tona  of  the  poison, 
of  which  his  hooks  shewed  the  sale  of  upwards  of  eighty- 
eight  Enauads,  and  iipwardii  of  eleren  maunds  werv  seixed  ia 
hia  shop.  Ia  the  Hhops  of  aoren  dealers  in  Patua,  the  total 
quantity  of  White  Arsenic  seixed  amouiited  to  wpwarda  of 
twenty  maunds.  It  would  seem  that  Aracoic  had  been 
accumalating  iu  Calcutta  for  some  ycar:i  prcvionsto  the  dis* 
ooTcry  of  this  systcu),  an  the  quautity  imported  had  dimi- 
nished greatly  diuing  the  preceding  five  years, — viz.,  in 
1850-51,422  maunds  aud  upwards  passed  the  Custom  House: 
ia  the  following  year  the  quantity  was  reduced  to  83  mauuils ; 
in  1852-53,  it  rose  to  2ftO ;  aud  ui  the  two  succeeding  years, 
it  fedl  to  6  and  13  mauuds  respectirely.  At  the  same  time, 
it  was  shown  that,  during  the  nine  years  ending  1848-49, 
the  averse  exports  of  hides  and  skins  of  sorU  to  Great 
Britain  was  14  laca  of  pieces.  In  1853,  the  exports  to  that 
quartfir  of  hides  alone  amounted  Ut  23)  lacs  of  pieces.  The 
aggregate  of  exports,  during  1833,  of  hides  to  Great  Dritaio, 
North  America  and  Praucc  (the  three  principal  destinations) 
amounted  to  3.20dj-183  pieces. 

It  certainly  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance 
that  the  Importation,  or  at  least  the  Sale  of  Arsenic  in  India 
should  he  regulated  by  a  striugeut  legislative  enactment. 

The  lliodus,  in  nncieut  times,  appear  to  have  been  prepar- 
ed agaiual  the  viUaimes  of  Cattle  Poisoners.  It  is  ordained^ 
in  the  Inntitutcs  of  Ntenu,  that,  when  cattle  die,  the  herds- 
man should  carry  to  his  master  their  can,  their  hides,  their 
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tailfl,  the  skiu  below  their  navels,  tlieir  tendon-^,  and  ttic 
liquor  exuding  from  their  foreheads  (?)  Ilo  was  iil&o  direct- 
cd  to  poiut  out  tliclr  Umbs.  (riU.,  2^i.) 

AcONiTB. — AewUtim  Fcror; — Bish,  RikJi,  MeelAa  Teetia* 
McelAa  Zulter,  Ati  Singeea  Btsh,  Bishnak,  (O'Shauglmessy). 
— ^The  Dakrn,  or  Ncpnul  poison,  is  also  considered  by  thia 
authority  to  be  the  root  of  the  Aconite  ;  a  portion  of  Dakrn, 
sent  rae  by  Dr.  Cliuckcrbutty,  is  eridently  Aconite  root. 
The  tubers,  which  are  used  iu  several  formulaj  by  the 
native  prnotitionera,  and  also  with  a  view  to  destroy  life, 
arc  two  or  three,  fascicul&tc,  fuuform,  two  to  four  inches 
long,  bliickish  estcruuUy,  pale  tusidc.  TUcy  arc  brittle, 
break  wUh  a  resinous  /raclure,  and  arc  rcaiUly  reduced  to  a 
coarse  powder;  in  thU  state,  they  are  destitute  of  smcU. 
slightly  bitter  to  the  tiiste,  the  tongue  being  benumbed 
wherever  touched  on.  Tiie  roots  nre  sold  in  every  bnzaar  ia 
ludia,  and  may  be  imrcbaHcd  in  large  qunntitics  for  about 
10  annas  the  seer.  A  preparation  of  the  root  ia  much  used 
in  all  the  hill  diatrictii  of  IndiiL  to  poiaou  arrows  for  tha 
destruction  of  wild  henats.  It  has  been  unci  ou  several 
occasions  to  poison  uelis  and  taiiks.  In  medicine,  the  Bish 
19  chiefly  employed  by  the  natives  in  the  treatment  of 
Leprosy,  Fever,  Cholera,  and  Ehcutnatism-f  According  to 


•  In  Niumiit  Adnwiut  lU-port.  N.  W.  P.,  for  a«tli  OcuiW  18.1*,  p.  G18, 
trill  be  hand  a  tsa<ie  fit  poUoning  in  which  Mcolhii  Tv-dlia  U  autot)  to  havn 
betui  nwd.  Dhatuuni.  bowemr  appesiw  to  liavf  been  ibu  puiMti  vrnployvd 
"  Mdhtf  U  uno  tii  the  nain«ii  <>r  Ufaat<i«i'it.  At--oiiito'r<>ot  .ipiwnr*  (<>  bu  bust 
kii'm-ti,  urar  CalctiUA,  a»  Kath-BSth.  In  Beluir  us  DaAiai  In  th*  noSgh- 
iKiurliiwd  uf  DliccK  U  JV«rrtii  Sidi;  and  in  tho  North-wiMt  Pr«v!uoM  u 
JUtrtlm  TuHa. 

t  O'SfaauKhimK}-  1*  i»pp««f».  fwn  (ii*  D»<«  DwpooMTjr  Ri-port,  ApiU 
KDtl  SaplMiUivr,  m4.  tlinl  SiiIi-AkkL  SurgOuii,  OwL'shi'hiuiiJi'r  Dull,  haii  triad 
llioAronite  roul  (called  liy  llic  uutircs  orUiftt  plavit  iftelAa  ffiili.)  in  Chmnii- 
Ith(>iiinati>ira  anil  Xcuritlgia,  •MttUDgly  witb  aoair  aucNSS.  The  down  oro  not 
nwutlonwi 
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Sr.  Honigbergcr,  tUc  nntirea  report  that,  iu  its  naturn)  state, 
the  root  is  vhitc,  &Qd  tbnt,  Then  immersed  in  the  urine  of 
cows,  it  bccoDiCH  lilnck;*  aa  it  is  met  witli  io  the  bnzanrs,  it 
ia  lualrous  when  brokcD. 

Tliis  root,  named  emphatically  Bisr — Poinon,  but  baving 
sn  almost  infmile  variety  of  dcsignatiouij.is  evidently  the 
best  known  and  the  most  frequently  employed  of  all  the 
stronger  rcgctablc  poisoua  in  Indift.  Tlic  following  iiitcrcating 
cases  of  Bupposcd  poisoning  by  Aconite  Lave  been  selected 
from  the  reports  of  the  Chemical  Kiamincrs: 

In  October  1840,  the  Coroner  of  Calcutta  ordered  the 
examination  of  &  liquid  obtained  from  the  stomacli  of  one 
of  three  persons  who  had  Buffered  from  severe  and  peculiar 
BjTDlptoms,  soon  after  their  morniug  oical ;  one  died  lu  eleven 
kotm,  the  others  recovered.  Analysis  gave  no  indicaliou 
of  the  presence  of  any  poisonous  material.  But,  from  the  fol- 
lowing circumstanecs,  Dr.  O'Sliaugbne-s-iy  felt  himself  war- 
ranted in  giving  it  as  liia  opinion,  in  evidence,  that  the 
deceased  had  been  poisoned,  and  that  the  poison  given  waa, 
in  all  probability,  tlie  Bish, — the  root  of  the  Acoiutum  Fcros. 
All  thcac  iKrsona  suffered  almost  immediately  after  taking 
food.  Tho  symptoms,  in  nil,  were  burning  in  the  throat, 
numbness  of  the  extremities,  transient  loss  of  sight,  and 
giddiness.  To  this  succeeded  collapse,  sinking  of  the  pulse, 
and,  in  one  case,  death  in  eleven  hours.  Tho  food  eaten  was 
a  prawn  currr.  Cholera  was  not  epidemic  at  the  time. 
Whilst  the  symptoms  wen:  different  from  those  of  all  ordi- 
nary diseases,  they  coincided  closely  with  those  which  the 
Doctor  had  witnessed  as  the  effects  of  Aconite,  when  given 
mcdicinatly  to  man,  or  aa  a  poison  to  animals.    This  Acoaito, 


*  Acnribnf  ti>  Baboo  lannbmdtr  Gangooty  tlio  "  Sodfaana"  proceu  fbr 
Ji^k^ag  or  BMUnaili  (Ac«iut«)  >*  nuKuntign  in  (bo  juce  of  nmrwl,  or 
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moreover,  was  one  of  the  best  kuoTD  of  tbc  native  poisons, 
and  procurable  in  every  baxa&r. 

lu  April  1841,  tlio  Mngistmtc  of  Bchar  reported  that 
three  mcu,  oq  tlicir  way  from  Beugal  to  the  North -Western 
Provinces,  were  joined  on  the  road  by  n  fourth  indiritlua], 
who  accompauied  thcia  about  two  stages,  and  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  mixing  poison  of  aome  description  vith  »ome 
sutCoo  and  goor  (parched  ^ain  and  treacle),  irhich  he  gave 
them  to  eat.  One  of  the  moo  became  inscnsiblo  ahuost 
inunediulcly,  and  died  in  about  four  hours.  TUo  otlicr 
two,  who  had  tiikcn  less,  became  also  after  a  short  inter- 
val, insensible;  but  recovered  under  treatment  during  the 
night,  nbout  \%  hours  after  takiug  the  poison.  The  man 
who  died  lay  down  almost  immediately  after  taking  the 
poison,  and  never  again  betrayed  any  symptoms  of  anima- 
tion beyond  slight  respiration.  The  others  described 
their  sensations  as  those  of  great  heat  and  burning  in- 
tcniiillv,  accompanied  with  the  most  violent  contortion 
of  their  limbs,  and  a  feeling  as  if  they  were  strnggliug 
with  an  exceedingly  heavy  load  upon  their  shoulden. 
On^  examining  the  body  of  the  deceased  tmvcltcr,  Mr* 
Dickson  found  a  considerable  decree  of  general  iiitlammattoa 
of  the  intestineH,  the  stomach  contained  a  i^uautity  of  ua- 
digcsted  suttoo,  its  lining  membrane  was  in  a  very  highly 
inflamed  state.  There  was  also  some  bloody  lluid  effused 
into  the  cnrity  of  the  abdomen.  Jlnring  preserved  the 
contents  of  the  stomach,  he,  next  day,  gave  a  aniitll  portion 
to  a  chicken,  which  had  the  effect  of  makiug  it  apparently 
very  uneasy  during  the  day,  and  it  died  the  next  morning, 
nbout  30  hours  after  eating  the  suttoo.  Dr.  O'Shaughucssy 
analysed  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  which  contained  no 
metallic  poison.  Owing  to  their  putrefaction  and  state  of 
admixturej  no  Tcgvtahlc  poison  could  be  detected.  He, 
however^  inferred,  from  the  nymptoou  described,  that  the 
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Dikrft,  or  root  of  the  AeonUttm  Ferox,  together  with  the  soeils 
of  the  Stram/fnitim  were  the  poisons  employed. 

A  very  demonstrative  case  of  puiiKioiog  by  Aconite  trta 
tried  In  Xilhih  Bchiir  in  1820.  .^.mnn  who  had  cmbcxnled  a 
ftum  of  money  gnvo  himself  up  as  a  slave  to  the  defrauded 
party;  he,  however,  (as  he  afterwards  confessed)  mixed  Dtikra 
with  Ui»  master's  food.  After  hsriug  eaten  some  of  the 
food,  the  uufortunntc  man  rcmnrkcd  that  it  had  a  bitter 
taate.  Having  finished  eating,  ho  lay  down,  but  soon  com- 
plained of  being  unvrcll,  and  sent  for  ouc  of  the  Valicc,  on 
whose  arrival  he  said  that  be  suspected  his  servant  had  poi- 
soned him;  vomitingmedicincs  wercadmiuistcrod  by  anative 
doctor,  bnt  without  effect,  for  lie  died  in  a  few  hours;  and  a 
oat,  which  bad  eaten  some  of  the  flesh  left  by  the  deceased, 
died  fclso  before  the  next  morning.  The  jndgo  of  circuit,  ia 
oonvicting  the  prisoner,  remarked  that  the  Dakra,  which  is 
brought  from  the  Kepaul  Hills,  is  well  known  to  the  natives 
in  general  to  be  a  moflt  deadly  poison,  whether  taken  into 
the  stomach  or  introduced  into  the  circulation  bv  a  wound, 
and  is  commonly  used  to  poison  arrows  for  the  deitructiou 
of  wild  beast*.* 

In  1851,  one  Anundcbundcr  Roy,  Uavio;;  incurred  the 
ccaBure  of  bia  family  by  bis  disaipated  and  eitravagant 
mode  of  Hfc,  conceived  the  idea  of  mwrdering  them  all.  Foar 
this  puri>ose,  he  purchased  about  nn  ounce  of  Aconite  root- 
He  was  seen  pounding  some  of  the  root  OQ  a  brick,  aud  was 
proved  to  have  deposited  the  powder  in  a  utensil,  contain, 
ing  a  vegetable  broth,  at  his  brother's  house.  The  brother  and 
three  women  partook  of  the  broth.  Tlie  man  ate  first,  and 
probably  got  the  largest  share  both  of  it  nnd  the  poison. 
He  was  taken  ill  almost  immediately,  complaining  of  a  burn- 
ing scnxatiDn  in  his  throat  and  stomach,  vomited  once,  aud 
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expired  during  the  night.  The  three  women  were  seized 
with  the  like  symptoms,  luid  sooa  fell  iuto  a  state  of  iiiscuai* 
bilit y,  but  recovered  after  n  lapse  of  several  hours,  the  qunntity 
of  poisonous  matter  swallon-cd  Ly  them  having  proved  lasuf. 
fieicnt  to  destroy  life.  The  priaoner  at  first  ascribed  these 
crcats  to  Cholera.  Having  been  upbraided  and,  as  he  as- 
serted, beaten  by  Dwarkauath  Hoy  and  others,  friends  of 
the  deceased,  he  laid  o  criniiunl  information  against  those 
persons,  cbni^iug  them  with  haring  beaten  tlie  man  to  death. 
A  child,  the  deccased'a  son,  however,  stated  that  lie  had  seen 
the  prisoner  eater  the  kitchen,  and  put  something  into  the 
cooking  vessel.  Mr.  F.  P.  Strong,  the  Civil  Surgeon,  cxn* 
mined  the  body,  and  stated  that  he  was  "unable  to  account 
for  the  death  on  any  iinppo.iition  other  than  that  the  deceas- 
ed Lad  swallowed  some  regx:tablc  poison,  as  for  lustaDce 
Aconite."    The  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  death.* 

One  Musst.  Knnchanin,  of  Tirlioot,  carried  on  an  inter- 
course with  her  brother-in-law,  one  Bcnce.  A  witness,  who 
had  originally  bceo  a  defendant  iu  the  case,  deposed  that 
Scnce  and  another,  Mohun,  took  him  to  a  bazaar,  where 
Benee  purchased  from  a  Bunueah  two  picc-worth,  or  two  small 
pieces^  of  some  poison  steeped  in  oil,  which,  on  being  cut, 
presented  a  white  appearance ;  and,  on  the  Bunncah's  asking 
Benee  for  what  purpose  he  required  the  poison,  the  latter 
iTeplicd  that  ho  had  a  painful  stfclUng  in  bia  body,  to  which 
'Lo  wished  to  apply  it.     Further^  that  he  and  Mohun  went  to 


*  KixniDul  Adswlul  E«poTti.  roL  Jr.,  I9S4,  p.  SCO.    Sm  hoCm  of  owmu  o( 

poigoning  bj  Dukrv,  ia  Swcutmritl  at  Mongh  vr  and  Drbar.  RopoTta  of  BUI« 

^•f  Pollcv,  Low^r  Procm-na,  for  IBU,  p.  14  kaJ  leis,  ;>.  I  J.  Ali^>  vi  IniuuM^ 

iBijnon^  in  «hi(rh  paitictcn  of  Ihc  ilrciha  TWlia  (ur  Ai-umium  Fcror')  won 

'^Ibiind  in  a  pcftjeo  oft  ho  dhoU  rapuTt«d  to  hare  bova  yirtm  to  ocrtsin  p«rti«9, 

:  who  were  nodtrcd  ijURiiiiMe  nrtiT  eitUug.  when  uni*.  the  prindp&l.  wu  rabbivl 

1  tf  Ii*r  j<j«d«  i  tho  «ff<-etii,  howcrcr,  weto  only  tiMnporory  iiiBciijimiiv,  oi,,! 

tbi>T  recovered  iritliout  r>'iiii>diu9  being  odiiiitiiiCvrttl  to  Lhoai.— Nixamut 

Adawlut  Ikpvrts,  IT.  W.  P..  a7tli  Ni>icJolwr  1894,  p.  7G6. 
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09  ia  usual  nearly  tlirougliout  India,  denied  every 

She  was  aenteaced  capitally.* 

(tfiiig  cascj  from  one  of  tiie  Reporta  of  tte  Super- 

:  Police,  Lower  ProvIaces,t  deserves  investigation. 

fbeen  a  dispute  in  the  Bhaugulpore  distiict,  about 

D,  and  a  pimcliayet  was  held  to  settle  it.     Wheu 

luded,  one  of  the  parties  saii],  who  is  for  drink? 

proceeded  to  his  houidc  to  have  some  tauree. 

mixed  with  this,  and  the  defendauts,  three  in 

ime  provided  with  antidotes  known  to  the  HilU 

they  took :  of  the  others,  three  died,  and  tUe 

threfij  hnving  procured  antidotes,  recovered.     Tlie 

were  the  roots  and  barks  of  trees,  and  the  poison 

tred  was  said  to  he  "  Dakra."  If  that  waa  really  the 

r.  Dampier  adds,  the  knowledge  of  tlic  csiatence  of 

itidotes  would  be  a  matter  of  much  medical  interest, 

tuniitely,  however,  no  additional  fuels  have  since  been, 

poison   called   Jhur   (root)    described  by  Mr.  Brett 

serving  with  the  Bhaugulpore  Hill  RangerSji  as  com- 

jr  employed  by  the    HUl'men  to  effect  suicide,  and  in 

ig  the  points  of  their  arrows  when  hunting  the  wild 

,18  evidGctly  Aconite. 

^tb«ca$€  related  by  Mr.  Brett,  a  aipahi  had  taken  a 
12  Lours  previously.     He  was  sufficiently  sensible  to 
what  bad  occurred.    He  suffered  cscruciating  agony, 
B  sensation  of  buruiug  beat  in  the  stomach,  and  within 
body  in  every  direetionj  be  complained  also  of  pain  in  the 


•  Niiomiit  AiliiMlut  Rtpftrta,  vol.  iv.,  1854,  p.  ft. 
t  1S«.  p.  19. 
t&ant  or  the  Mcdic&l  and  PhyakaJ  Society  afCnlculla,  vgl.  ir.,  p. 


8R 


OK  HRmcAt  JTRiarnpneKCR 


liesd:  pupil*  contracted*  pulse  quick  nnd  small,  couutc- 
naucc  depicting  alarm  and  horror.  The  stomadi-pump  and 
emetics  failed  to  give  relief,  aud  be  expired  in  about  bu  hour 
and  n  half; — extreme  collapse  of  tbo  (caUirca,  diialaHon  oi 
the  pupiln,  coldness  of  tl)C  extremities,  and  feebleness  of  pulae 
Iiaviiig  sui)erveiied  an  hour  previously. 

Mr.  Brett  inti-oduced  about  Haifa  draeUm  of  JAur  into  an 
incision,  an  iucU  loii<;,  over  the  glutuiua  maximus  of  a  dog, 
nud,  iuafew  minutes,  thcsumc  quantity  vox  placed  in  an  old 
wound.  Nothing  apparently  occurred  during  the  first  hour 
and  a  half;  after  which  the  animal  was  scixed  with  violent 
spasmodic  action  of  the  stomach,  ejecting  nearly  its  entire 
contenta.  It  appeared  to  Huflfer  great  agony  in  its  abdominal 
viscera,  twisting  its  body  in  every  direction,  and  foaming  at 
the  mouth;  pupila  contracted,  puhc  quick  and  smnll ;  expir- 
ed after  a  collapse  of  15  minatea.  The  liver  wna  found 
highly  inflamed  (?),  as  was  also  the  Cardiac  half  of  the  intcr- 
tiat  mcmhrnne  of  the  stomach,  and  the  peritu))cum  covering 
the  liver,  stomach,  and  Inrge  and  small  omenta. 

Under  the  name  of  Kafkoofr,  Baboo  laaurchundcr  Gan- 
gO(^7,  at  present  Sub-AssUtant  Surgeon  of  Ilowrab,  describes 
a  root  having  a  black  bark  covering  n  n-bito  substance  within. 
These  roots,  he  observes,  arc  iudigcuous  to  the  mountainous 
tracts  of  Tirhoot,  and  are  much  employed  by  the  natire 
hunters  in  poisoning  the  points  of  their  arrows,  a  few  of 
which  were  placed  nt  the  Baboo's  diaposnl  by  a  former  Ma- 
gistrate of  Midnaporc  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tbo 
cITccts  upon  inferior  nnimnls.  From  tho  tcrnblc  character 
of  ihe  spasms,  pervading  the  whole  body,  which  preceded 
tbo  death  of  a  couple  of  dogs  experimented  upon,  ho  had 


'  In  tht*  respcrl,  t1>c  nclion  of  tbc  ]>oi«>ni  iliflOTVil  frani  Ihalof  Aovnilv, 
which  prDdwMttiik'diUMtionofiho  i>npil».  wiUnnunorlrMliM*  ofiighu  It 
B  ill  lir  i^vn,  howvrcr,  Ihal  ittr  pu|>)k  borr  w«n  vblvnvd  lo  bv  dilat«<l  Iwfurv 
dcuih. 
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no  cloulit  tiisA  tlie  Kalkoote  belongs  to  the  family  whicli 
prodaces  the  str^rcliuuie.  1 1  appears  prubii1)lc,  however, 
that  this  poisoa  is  tlic  Aconite.  Bnboo  Issurchundcr  Giin- 
guulj  ulso  holda  that  the  Acouttc  forms  the  baab  of  the  Biak 
IJamc. 

Dr.  Mouat  published,  in  184.3,*  (hccases  of  two  priratca 
of  H.  M.  55th  Rcgimcut,  at  Chiuhae,  who  sufl'ered  (in  one 
of  the  cases  fntaUy)  from  strongly  marked  symptoms  of 
Aconite  poisooing  after  svallowing  a  spirit  called  »am»hoo, 
aupplied  to  them  at  a  Chinese  driakin^-shop. 

For  fall  accounts  of  ihe  Symptomsand  Poal-yfortem  Appt-ar- 
ances  in  cases  of  po'tsoniitg  with  Aconite,  and  for  the  mode  of 
separating  Aconitine, — Set  Taylor  oa  Poisons  and  O'.SAan^A. 
ntasy's  Beuffal  Dispensaltjrfj — See  aiso  Appkndix  B. — For  eu- 
runu  information  regarding  Aconite — See  Tf'ai/ieh,  Plant. 
Atiat.  Bar.j  voL  I,  p.  35,  and  i^'tght,  lUHttraliont  of  Ind. 
Botany. 

THUGGEE  BY  POISON. 

While  the  whole  system  of  organisation  of  the  bands  of 
Phansigars  who,  h  few  years  since,  overran  India^  Uss  been 
fboroughly  laid  bare;  and  while  au  equally  clear  light  is  now 
being  thrown  opon  the  practice  of  Dacoity  in  UcngaJ,  very 
Uttic  appears  to  hacc  been  done  towards  rercabng  and  plac- 
ing a  ehcck  upon  the  mysterious  operations  of  thusn  gnngs  of 
Poisoncris  by  I'rofeasiou  who  atilJ  infest  every  main  road, 
and  lark  in  the  purlieus  of  every  large  town  throughout  the 
country. 

The  Bubjeet  is  one  that  especially  calls  for  the  closest 
judicial  inrestigatioo.  I  have  been  able  to  collect  but  little 
definite  ioformation  regarding  it,  beyond  a  few  scattered 
remarks  in  the  Bcports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police, 
Lower  FroTiuces,  auU  some  caaca  iu  the  Ueports  of  the  two 
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Courts  of  Nizamut  Adawlut ;  ntill,  tho  facts  vhicL  tlicsc 
embody  sufficiently  prove  that  n  system  of  Thuggee  by  Poison 
lias  spread  itself  over  every  portion  of  the  Beugnl  Presidency. 
It  nppcura  ccrtiun  that  the  crime  is  cqtuilty  prevalent  through* 
out  Boii))in.y  and  Aladnm. 

The  fuUowiitgtnble,  compiled  from  Mr.  Datnpier's  Keports, 
will  give  some  idea  of  the  txrtuparative  prevalence  of  thi» 
crime  in  the  several  districts  of  the  Lower  Vrovinces,  during 
0  |>cnod  of  nine  yenrs.  It  RfTorda  do  guide,  however,  to  the 
actual  prevalence  of  the  crime,  m  it  is  considered  probable 
that  very  aiauy  instances  escape  discovery ;  indeed  Mr.  Dam- 
pier  has  more  than  once  iusiated  upon  the  fact,  that  this  is  a 
crime  In  which  the  detection  of  the  culprits  is  but  seldom 
made*  Further,  it  would  appear  that  this  table  merely 
comprises  (he  discovered  instances  of  the  lesser  uCTcncc  of 
Theft  by  Drugging,  the  eoaca  in  which  death  by  poison  was 
occasioned  bciag  omitted. 


Raparl  IW  ISfC,  p.  b,  snil  tat  leso  p.  I . 
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The  first  step  in  the  mvcstigatioD  of  this  direful  prMtiec 
should  bft  the  diacoTery  of  the  precise  Clasns  to  which  the 
ProfcHflionnl  Poiiioncn  of  ladia  belong.  Several  of  the 
deadliest  poinons  are  so  easily  procurable,  »nd  are  so  well 
kuowu  in  every  part  of  the  country,  that  it  is  not  surprising 
that  they  should  be  employed  by  any  unprincipled  native  in 
the  furtherance  of  his  criminal  dcaijfns.  Still,  with  due 
caution,  no  instance  of  drugging  or  poltoning,  by  any  ordi- 
nnry  criminal,  ought  to  be  miataken  for  an  example  of 
systcmatie  Thuggee. 

Tbe  individuals  who  may  be  expected  to  have  the  largest 
eonceru  with  poisons,  and  to  be  best  acquainted  with  tliem, 
are  the  Bruggiats,  the  Bunueaha,  (who,  although  dealing  in 
other  articles,  have,  in  many  instances,  cuUectioos  of  drugs 
by  tUcui,)  and  the  Native  Doctors.  It  is  only  too  evident 
that  the  native  dealers  part  with  their  poisonous  wares  with 
the  most  reckless  indifference.  It  is  well  kuonn  that,  a.  few 
years  since,  many  Thugs  nuumed  the  charactem  of  shop- 
kccpersj  as  n  nicnns  of  fiicilitatjiig  their  iniquitious  designs; 
and  I  have,  myself,  met  with  one  cose,  at  Chittsgong,  in 
which  a  Bnnncali  was  under  very  strong  suspicion  of  having 
been  concerned  in  drugging  two  travellers.  Stiil  I  have  not 
been  able  to  meet  with  any  inataucv  in  the  criminal  records, 
in  which  a  Drug-seller  or  a  Bunncali  was  tried  as  a  principnl 
in  any  case  of  poisoning;  nor  can  I  discover  auy  fact  which 
would  lead  la  the  belief  that  the  Byeds,  KobrajJra  or  Ilu- 
keems  of  this  Presidency  afford  the  aid  of  their  knowledge  to 
crimiDal  purposes.  Tliere  is,  in  nearly  every  village  through- 
out  the  country,  a  hag  of  low  caste  and  evil  repute,  half  dai 
htkUdain,  suspected  as  a  witch,  professedly  a  midwife ;  equally 
ready,  at  all  times,  to  practise  as  u  doctoress,  a  surccress,  or 
a  bawd  ;  aud  cairying  ou  a  systematic  trade  in  the  procura- 
tion of  abortion  by  the  use  of  the  most  deadly  poisons  It 
is  the  belief  of  persons  well  acquiuulcd  with  the  habits  of  the 


DKtIvcs  thnt  thcne  women  are  prufcssioiial  poiaoncni.  t'^scept, 
however,  as  rcgatds  tLc  pnrticular  crime  above  mcotioncd,  it 
is  liy  no  mcana  ccrtnin  tiiat  tbc  suspicioa  rests  npon  ralid 
grouuds.* 


'  I[  a[Kpeueil,  in  a  trial  at  Bareilly  Ui  18M,  that  a  fi<inal«  having  a  dangh- 
Ur  '2(1  yK^r*  of  age,  who  u-ai  bUaJ,  and  tborvf»r<'  mi»in<^  iiiiiniiTTivrl,  wviil  li 
conivlt  n  womMi,  namw)  MiusL  GooUhuo,  who  preUrnrfed  tu  work  miraniUius 
rar««  by  aid  of  btnilutr  sinrils.  The/  tD,ad«  a  large  ofRtHng  «f  Talii^Ie  pro- 
purly  hi  Ukc  loivoiVBB  whn,  hQWcviir,  diamiMed  them  witli  thdr  ^fCa,  aajijigi 
tli^*inii»t  DolW  Juitv  in  pmviuHiofutlwjri  |  but,if  j^oucoucakiDowiUi  Driakcu 
aud  cn^h.  ynnr  tmHauEi;  will  bi;<lune  ;  ihi-  apiriu  will  put  on  your  trinkets,  and 
nrill  i3nni-o  and  bo  glad,  and  your  oj-c*  will  recover  nixlit.  Thi>  wwni-ii  col- 
U'ctvd  Kupcca  !lO0  worth  of  iriDkeU,  and  Ropevi  83  ottili  ;  and,  gviu^  to  ifaa 
liouae  of  tbo  sorccroM,  were  t)VT*r  aova  again  allTo.  Tbo  shue  of  uno  of 
lh«in  W8S  fbund,  next  morning,  un  thti  bank  of  tho  nuddee,  duiunt  from  th« 
prisoDcr's  hooio  fuur  ur  Gvi-  huailn-il  paers  i  and,  iijion  ncarrh  being  dibiIf, 
th«ir  bodiM  wvrv  found  in  tho  ttuiUt*  i  tbi>lr  mouth*  atuffi^d  with  Hcth,  aa  if 
tiiuy  hiul  lic«gi  KaRgod  bfrfure  ihcy  muTo  thrown  into  Urn  watsr.  ThrM  dajra 
ftubiir<|uinilly,  information  wiu  gii'cn  tJiat  tli<t  doei^iuiod  pvrMitu  had  gi>n»  t<> 
Ibir  womau's  house.  The  place wa«  then  learcbed,  and  a  ijhvongtxM  (toe  ring.) 
%liich  w*»  rectiRniiMl  by  tlie  fitthor  of  the  munlcrod  girl  at  bcJoogiu);  to  ou* 
of  his  rMldrpn,  waa  fonnd  roni-ealed  among  Uhonna  in  a  oomer;  and,  in  a 
tcccu  ipf  lliu  in»id«  nail,  nas  fi<uiul  a  piece  «f  •rhilc  uncnic,  Up'>li  bcini; 
apprebenJed.  tlic  Kraman  gavp  up  Rupe«g  17  and  apuirof  goklvar-riD^  whieh 
were  idontifind  aa  hariiif  been  burrowed  by  lb*  tlacwMd.  Upon  awcaod 
March,  nooey  and  JnweU  wore  fniiiid  i^rmcealrd ;  tbo  latter.  howcTer,  ivvr^  nut 
elainml,  A  eiarkeil  rupee  fuucil  iijiuti  the  prJsoner  wod  idt'ntilinl  as  tiuvin;; 
been  lent  to  the  dMaand.  Th>>  wirceroiu  and  her  Uunband  went  fuund  giiilty 
4>f  murder  and  tenteaced  to  <i«all>  hy  the  Scssiau  Judgf.  This  leiiu-fiee, 
howoer,  was  aaBtilled  liy  the  Superior  Cutirl. — NixaiDut  Adswlnt  BepotU. 
KT.  W.  P.,  Und  JHUuary  1834,  p.  3.  Ic  may  lie  «-i>nliy  i>f  reniu-k  that, 
nearly  at  tho  ivry  time  at  tvhioh  this  cHma  wat  p<rrpplratrd  in  a  remote  part 
of  IniUa,  a  uniiiar  fraud  won  beiiiK  triLniuctvd  in  Deruaaliiro.  The  following 
w  ftwa  N<it*t  and  Qarria  for  Octolwr  iy,  IBui:— "  tkiuie  gJp»LO«  baling 
encaiuprd  to  the  DetjcbbuurhiHid  of  Northland,  otic  of  tlic  femalo  member*  of 
the  tribe  aKmaioed  A-um  the  wife  uf  a  fanii  libourar,   that  ahe  had  a 

iiigbt«T  ID  tlie  ]a*t  iiaga  of  connimpiJim.  The  glpMy  rvprtaeated  that  Ui« 
eUld  bad  been  '  bewitched.'  and  that  ulio  eoutd  ruin  tbu  tpvll  wUeb  would 
ellect  a  eur«  for  twu  wcvrvign*.    Tlw  uiutlier  cheerfully  paid  the  cii«iiey  ; 
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Again,  there  is  u  cl&ss  of  thieves,  notorious  bnttmetfies, 
vbo  eke  oat  their  other  atrocities  br  occuionoJ  recourse  to 
drugging  or  poisouiug.  It  appcara  to  be  very  diSicuU  to 
nscertnin  whether  these  men  prnctisc  tlicir  vitlaoieA  alone 
and  ^uite  independently  of  others,  or  whether  they  arc  de- 
tached members  of  the  Thug  Asaociatiou.  Mr.  Henry  Alex- 
ander, of  tb<>  Civil  Serrice,  has  shown  me  a  collection  of  druga 
(ehiefly  mincrHl  nud  poisonoas)  which  were  taken,  some  years 
siuce,  ft'ora  a  suspicious  character  of  this  kind  at  Qeerbhooiu. 
Amoug  tliera  were  conBidcrnblo  qunutltics  of  white  and 
yellow  arsenic,  and  a  slag  of  copper  ore  coated  witli  rerdigm. 

In  conversations  which  I  have  had  with  natives  upon  the 
Huhject,  and  especially  with  Baboo  Joykissea  Mookcrjca,  of 
Ootiirparnh,  an  cnlif^htencd  native  gentleman  of  rank,  tho- 
roughly conversant  with  nil  mattcro  relating  to  his  own  peo- 
ple, I  learn  that  they  do  not  believe  iu  any  cxteiudre  confc- 
doiacy  among  the  Iload  Poisoners  of  Bcngnl,  considering 
them  to  be  merely  btidmasheg,  each  of  whom  is  willing  to 
enter  into  any  nefarious  plan  in  association  with  otheni,  or 
to  practise  any  villainy  independently  and  on  his  own  ac- 
count;— to  aid  in  a  dacoity,  to  serve  as  a  Itttlial  in  a  zemin- 
darce  quarrel,  to  assist  iu  a  atraugliug  or  some  other  act  of 
secret  butchery,  or  to  lurk  upon  the  road  with  poison  ready 
for  the  first  unwary  traveller.     In  the  following  cases,  we 


buL  ibL'  next  <U}-.  the  niljr  glpMjr  r*lunici]  il  and  nid  it  wu  not  aulBcipnt, 
but  'JOl.  Biorc  in  gold  would  do  it  Tbe  ci>IUg<*r's  m'ti*,  m  b«r  natire 
■implicit]:,  wuBt  u)il  tmrromd  lo/,  fnna  a  iwighbcur  t  uxl.  with  anotluT  10 
Mtciogu  tin  had  la  iJke  kiuM  Mr«(l  from  h«r  luiabMiMr*  Mtauig*,  iiMhI 
Ifca  lOL  la  tba  &t  tbt^Ay  in  ilw  glp«cf '•  bsiid*.  A>  toon  u  tks  Biofwjr  ma 
paid,  ikt  ftlHgjmd  WMwn  wu  bound  over  lo  mou;  by  Ibo  gip**;.  wIm 
laiMnUad  ont  a  bw  dhjoinlcd  UxU  of  •chptura  and  left,  wlik  tbo  pcomiM 
tliAl  tko  child  wtmU  bo  cured  on  tbo  faUawinK  Fnalajr,  wliin  u  magA 
woaU  sppear  uid  fvturn  Ih*  tun»j.  BioM  tbM  tiflM^  ho*>«'ver.  It  l« 
aaadlsM  la  add,  uriUwr  (ipMiy  nof  anoDC}-  ha*  toracd  op." 
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gain  some  ioaight  into  the  practices  of  men  of  tbia  cla»s, 
both  in  the  North- West  and  in  Ben^. 

Petumbcrdoss,  alias  Dbowkul,  was  tried  at  Allvghur  for 
the  theft  of  Mohuna,  a  boy  aged  eight  or  oiuc  ycam,  for  the 
purpose  of  seHtng  bim.  The  boy  was  seen  following  the 
pri.soaer  nuil  crying.^*  Upon  his  spprvbcnsion,  the  man 
confessed  before  the  tehaeeldnr  that  he  had  stolen  the  child 
from  his  parents,  this  the  boy  also  aaaf^rtcd.  Before  the 
judge,  Fetumberdoas  declared  that  the  boy  accompanied  him 
voluntarily,  as  be  was  ilUuscd  by  his  step-mother.  In  his 
confei^siona  before  the  magifltrate  and  at  the  tbannah  he  ad- 
mitted having  committed,  at  antecedent  periods,  several  other 
atrodous  crimes,  for  some  of  which  he  had  undergone  im- 
prisonment;  but,  for  other?,  including  seveml  cases  of  rob- 
bery by  the  ftdmiuistratioQ  of  dhaloora,  it  would  appear  that 
he  had  not  been  apprehended  or  paniBhed.  It  could  not 
be  proved,  however,  that  he  bad  Hctually  committed  those 
crimes.     Sentence  to  five  years'  hard  labour  in  irons.t 

One  Vurkhit  Myteo  was  triedj  at  Midnapore,  in  1853 
and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  life  in  transportation,  for 
haviug  administered  the  seeds  of  the  dhatoora  to  three 
trarcllcrs  on  their  way  from  Calcutta  to  Cuttack.  The  pri- 
Bouer  accosted  them  and,  saying  that  he  was  of  their  own 
custc,  otfcrcd  to  Hliare  the  expenses  of  the  road.  Putting 
up  at  a  obop,  the  prisoner  offered  to  cook  nce  for  the  party. 
AStct  eating  a  portion,  one  of  the  party  found  some  seeds 
stiekirig  to  his  teeth;  and,  on  taking  thorn  out,  and  examin- 
ing them  by  tho  light,  it  was  agreed  by  alt  three  that  thoy 


'  ^  Thers  ar*  rouoiu  Tur  Wlirvini;  ihtl  inUixicititnK  drug*  wt  cmpliij-rd  by 
I'htlil-cUalmL  In  IhU  fronidvni?}'.  It  vrcll  pruwntly  be  tuiun  ihnt  thoj-  uv 
lunuDOiJjr  had  nxnniiM  M  by  ihrae  criwiiiAlt  la  Bombay,  and  a  ewf,  iiuilwil 
in  l>r.  lvMlnnD*»"Mc«iicritni  in  India,"  broachat  tfae  quMioDwlu'tlicrAiutiLul 
Mntni'-llKin  omy  nol  tmnniiinxM  l»  rc»iirtiil  lo  fgr  tlip  jjuqiusi". 
t  Niwimul  Atliwlul  Biporto,  N.  W.  P.,  Tth  Jaauwjr  I8»3,  p.  33. 
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were  the  seeds  of  the  dhatoora  jilaut.  TUc  prisoner,  however, 
observed,  that  it  was  uothing  but  the  seeds  of  the  dJtuaia, 
and  cncouTitgcd  tliem  to  finish  their  meal,  although  he  de- 
clined eating  aUT  himself,  saying  that  warm  rice  disagreed 
with  him.  Tvo  of  the  people  became  inaeDsible  inimcdi- 
atcly  after;  the  other,  suspecting  that  the  rice  wus  poisoned, 
had  refrained  from  eating  any,  and  gave  the  alnrni.  The 
intoiicated  persons  remained  two  davsand  a  half  before  they 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  poisoa.  On  the  prisoner's 
person  was  found  a  scrip  or  ■purse  containing  several  pocketa, 
in  ouc  of  which  were  seventeen  seeds  of  the  dhatoora  pliml ; 
and,  ia  the  remains  of  the  food,  the  darogah  discovered  some 
seeds  of  the  same  plant.  The  prisoner  had  been  in  jail  do 
leaa  than  four  different  times-  viz.,  1837,  theft,  one  year ; 
April  lb'i9,  one  year  in  default  of  security  ;  May  1844,  ac- 
cused of  administering  drugs,  charge  not  proved,  one  year's 
imprisonment  in  default  of  security.  February  1850,  arrest- 
ed uu  charge  of  poisoning  travellers,  not  proved ;  iu  default 
of  security,  three  years'  imprisoumcut.  February  1B53, 
released ;  was  agiiiu  arrested,  on  a  charge  of  administcriug 
drugs  to  travellers,  but  uiadc  his  escape  from  custody  of 
a  burkundiiuze,  23rd  March  I&53.' 

There  appears  to  be,  in  the  North- West  Proviuccs,  u  class 
of  miscreants  who  drug  their  victims  by  employing  young 
persons — upon  whose  credulity  or  spirit  of  mischief,  they 
tind  DO  ditKcully  in  acting — as  catspaws  in  efl'eeting  tlic 
crime.  Iu  L8S2,  one  Goolma,  a  lad  not  more  tlian  13  years 
of  age,  vros  tried  at  Bundclkaud  for  ndministcring  some  drug 
mixed  up  vritli  goor  to  a  child  younger  than  himself,  almost 
in  the  presence  of  its  father.  Upon  Ins  child  btconiing  cscit- 
od  and  iutoxicated,  the  fiather  went  to  Goolma  and  taxed 
Uim  with  the  fact,  wbtch  he  acknowledged,  saying  that  bo 
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committed  the  act  in  couseqaence  of  tbe  boy's  motber  being 
afHictcd  with  fits,  nnd  bis  expecLicg  to  get  a  goat  from  bor. 
TUc  prisoner  confessed,  both  nt  the  thnnnnli  nnd  before  ttie 
Deputy  Magistrate,  tliaC  he  bod  given  two  and  half  seeds  of 
dhatvora  to  tlie  boy  at  the  instigation  of  Putcbowree,  the 
boy's  uuclc,  who  wished  to  pl»y  a  joke  upon  tbc  mother. 
There  was  no  proof  of  this  Putcbowree  having  instigated 
the  act;  but  there  appears  to  be  strong  reason  for  beliuving 
that  the  crime  wa4  devised  by  some  irretch  who  had  designs 
upon  the  child's  ornaments,  or  who  wished  to  rcvcngo  him- 
self u^jou  its  parcuts.^*' 

Two  yeara  lat«r,  a  lad  named  Kalloo,  IG  years  of  age,  was 
tried  at  Moradabnd  fur  drugging  a  man.  He  coufcsited, 
nt  the  tbaiinab,  and  before  the  Magistrate,  that  one  llabrn 
had  given  him  some  dhatoora,  and  bad  desired  him  to 
administer  it  to  the  man,  as  it  would  make  him  intoxicatetl, 
and  the  sight  would  be  nmusing — a  promise  of  one  or  two 
aaaas  appears  to  have  scaled  the  contract.  The  prisoner 
asked  the  man  to  diae  with  him,  and  mixed  the  powder  in 
some  sugar  which  was  eaten,  nod  rendered  the  victim  insensi- 
ble. The  robbery,  however,  was  prevented;  Kalloo  was 
sentenced  to  four  years'  imprisonment. t 

In  tbc  following  mouth  N'ujeeb,  a  lad  about  15  years  old, 
small  aad  boyish  in  appearance,  was  tried  for  admioistchDg 
poison  miicd  with  food,  and  ateahng  property  while  the 
owner  WHS  in  a  state  of  inscn^bility.  At  the  same  time,  tbc 
above-mentioned  Ilnbya  waa  charged  with  instigating  the 
lad  to  administer  the  poison  with  iutcut  to  rob.  It  appear- 
ed doubtful  what  poison  was  administered.  Nujeeb  pleaded 
that  the  other  prisoner  called  it  dhaloora,  but  a  portion  of 
dhaU  sent  to  the  Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  of  Moradaliad,  was 


*  Nbuiul  Adswlui  Brport«.  N-  ^^>  P-i  mb  April  18a2,  p.  oo-t. 
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found  (o  coutaii)  (Miitides  of  Meet!m  letHa  (or  AatHUum 
Frroz).  The  dhall,  however,  was  not  duly  identified  as  a 
portion  of  ttiat  pArtnkcn  of,  and  the  aymptomf  of  iotoxicution 
aud  tlie  iusen^bility  produced  werv  but  tnuiaient  Ilahya  was 
M'utcnccd  to  Gvc,nnd  Niijech  to  three  ycara'  impnsoiinieiit.* 
The  DaiBC  of  llahja  will  l>e  alluded  to  prescutly  in  another 
owe  of  hocuxsiug — page  115. 

Id  1854  a  party  of  thici'es,  at  Klonghjr,  cutcrcd  the 
liouitc  of  a  Mohajiin,  living  in  the  maia  lisKftr,  and  plunder- 
ed tlie  place :  Imvtng  first,  tlirougli  the  inslruuicutnlity  of 
Htwarec,  his  servaut,  a  liid  of  15  or  IG,  nephew  to  one  of 
the  burglars,  drugged  tho  man  and  his  wife  with  »oiuc  strong 
narcotic,  (a  yellow  powder),  in  their  usual  ercuiog  draught 
of  boiled  mtlk.t 

It  has  been  very  clearly  shown  by  IVfr.  Dampier,  in  his 
Police  Reports,  that  there  ift  a  class  of  robbers  whose  occu- 
pation lies  iu  Adminittering  Drvgt  to  tfomen  of  l/ie  lowttj 
and  then  robbiug  them  of  nil  their  omamcuts,  brass-plates, 
Sec.,  in  which  these  women  generally  invest  all  they  gain. 
The  parties,  usually  two  or  three  oombiued  together,  find 
out  what  prostitute  |)osst'ssps  a  good  portion  of  ornamcutg, 
and  then  visit  her,  one  as  master,  and  the  other  as  his  scrrant. 
After  some  aequnintancc,  a  drinking  bout  ia  proposed,  to 
which  these  womou  never  object :  an  she  bccotncs  intoxi- 
cated, the  drng  is  lulmiuistercd  with  the  liquor;  and, 
whilst  she  ia  insensible,  all  her  property  is  carried  ofl'. 
Sometimes,  tho  parties  make  sure  of  their  victims  bv 
ktrangliug,  or  otherwise  making  away  with  them,  whilst  iu  :i 
state  of  insonsibihty.  Mr.  Dampier  seems  to  consider  that 
this  practice  lias  oaly  become  prevalent  of  late  ycara.} 


•  iriMnul  AiWnlat  B«i>OTt-.  N  W.  P..   i'th  Notumlcr  1854.  p.  7««. 
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Tbia  crime  Appe»n  to  be  ncnrly  as  commoQ  iu  the  NortU- 
West,  AS  iu  the  Lower  Provincea. 

A  fev  iUustrntivG  esnmplcs  will  sufRcc. 

One  liaiDcssur  iiholah  wns  tried  at  Socrbhoom  ia  1856, 
for  theft.  The  proaccutrix,  n  pro6titute>  stated  thiit,  on  the 
niglit  of  lliQ  occurrence,  she  waa  seated  nt  the  door  of  her 
house,  whcD  the  priwjiier  ciime  aud  atiltctl  for  irnter.  Al^er 
some  conrenation,  he  offered  Her  some  svcetmcats,  and 
proposed  to  ronmin  with  her  during  the  night,  promising  to 
give  her  eight  aoniu.  She  ate  some  of  the  sweetmeats,  as 
did  also  thciirisoncr.  About  twcnty^-firc  mtautcs  aftcrnardH, 
she  felt  gidily,  and  became  scnaclcsa.  Next  day,  at  about  •} 
p.  M.,she  recovered ;  nnd,  atthethaan&h,  »hesaw  the  priaoner, 
aud  also  the  ornaments  which  had  been  taken  from  her 
pcrnon  during  her  insensibility.  A  yellow  powder  was  found 
upon  the  prisoner;  this  and  the  remains  of  the  Hweetmeatd, 
on  being  examined  by  the  medical  ofticcr  mid  the  Chemical 
Exnmiuer,  were  declared  [?]  not  to  contain  any  deleterious 
or  poisonous  ingredients  [dctecliblc  on  Chemical  Analysis?] 
Tbe  Sessions  Judge  convicted  the  man  of  theft,  but  threw 
out  the  chnrge  of  administering  Bonae  deleterious  or  intoxi- 
cating drug,  Ijclicnngthat  the  woman  was  merely  intoxicstcd 
by  liijuor.  Tlic  prisoner  wns  sentenced  to  impriiioutuent 
for  one  year,  with  labour  aud  irons.*  It  would  appear,  from 
the  police  reports,  that  casea  of  ibis  simplo  description  arc 
of  Irequent  occurrence  in  Calculta. 

Again,  in  1S33,  a  prostitute  at  Mccrut  declared,  th&t  one 
Joogul  came  to  her  house  at  night,  conducted  by  a  nccoud 
prisoner,  Pcrtab.  The  former  agreed  to  pass  the  uight  wjtli 
her.  He  paid  her  ci-^ht  aiinaR  iu  advance  and,  going  away, 
returned  presently  with  swcetTnenta,  part  of  which  he  gave 
her.  Shortly  after  caliug  them,  she  began  to  vomit,  and  being 

«  Nixuaut  Ailawlut  Bvporl^  rol.  r.  of  I8«&,  p.  a«7. 
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olnrmod,  went  to  the  door,  where  «he  found  a  chowkecdar,  L 
vhom  ebe  imparted  her  imprcMion  that  Joogiil  had  given 
hor  somcthins  to  cause  intoxication.  She  closed  the  door, 
and  afterwards  became  iuseuuM<^,  remaining  xo  for  twodara. 
The  chowkeedar  kept  watch  on  the  outside;  and,  in  the 
TOorniag,  scut  for  the  police,  when  Joogul  was  seized  in  the 
house,  and  Penrec  was  fonnd  insensible.  The  man  was 
searched,  and  on  him  were  found  several  siupicioua  articles, 
including  a  rope,  tupposed  to  be  used  for  tlraitgliuff,  and  a 
box  contiuDtng  pills  of  difTcrcnt  colours.  Joogul  attempted 
to  throw  the  criminalitj  upon  Pertab,  who  related  that 
Joognl  mixed  the  ground  seeds  of  dhatoora  with  the  sweet- 
meats. It  was  proved  that  Joogul  wait  a  noturioualy  bad  cha- 
racter: and,  at  the  Sessions  Court,  both  prisoners  made  » 
full  confession  of  their  having  agreed  that  Joogul,  beiu^  a 
stranger,  should  gire  the  woman  swoctmcntA,  in  which  dha- 
toora had  been  mixed,  in  order  that  the;.'  might  rob  the 
house  while  she  was  insensible.  The  Superior  Court  held 
that  the  charge  wns  fullv  prored  against  the  prisoner  Joc^:ul, 
nnd  that  the  charge  of  "  aiding  and  abetting"  in  the  offence, 
was  clearly  established  against  the  prisoner  Pert»b.  Id 
consideration  of  the  facts  that  consequences  endanger- 
ing life  did  not  ensue  from  tlie  dhatoora  administered,  and 
that  the  intention  appeared  to  hare  been  to  cause  insensi- 
bilitjr,  and  ftot  death,  the  Court  mitigated  the  penalty  pre- 
scribed  by  l.iw,  under  the  authority  conveyc*!  iu  Clause  4, 
Section  VUI.,  Regulation  XVII.  of  1817,  and  seDtcnrcd 
both  the  priaoEcrs  to  seven  years'  imprisonment,  with  labour 


in  irous.^ 


A  prostitute  of  Mccrut,  named  Uchpal,  was  employed  with 
some  other  persons  to  attend,  ru  dancers,  at  the  wedding  of  a 
palkee  hearers  nephew  ;  beforesetting  out,  she  employed  one 


•  JiUsinul  Ailttwloi  B*p^.rti.,  K.  W.  P«  IW  Klh  AptU  1M8,  p.  828. 
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Klioda  Buksh,  tu  cook,  at  one  rupee.  Ou  reaching  their  deati- 
nation,  ihtj  got  otta/i  and  dhaU  ft-om  tfae  bride's  family,  which 
food  the  cook  brought  and  prepared.  The  wom&o  and  six 
other  persons  ate  of  tbis  separately.  It  tasted  bitter,  and  the 
prisoner  srH  some  ncem  berries  bad  fallen  into  it,  ao  tbc  wo* 
man  continued  to  oat.  Aftcrirnrdit,  her  heiul  grew  ^ddy,  nnd 
lie  then  brought  her  a  hooka:  she  then  became  insensible; 
wbiUt  she  yraa  in  tlutt  stnte,  the  cook  took  ber  Rold  cur-rings 
from  ber,  and  other  property  firom  tbc  others,  and  ircot 
away.  Sbe  recovered  ber  scnscfi  in  ten  or  eleven  houra. 
Tbe  man  was  apprehended  by  the  Thuggee  Superin- 
tendent, before  whom  be  admitted  that  be  had  given 
dbntw/ra.  Sentcucej  fourteen  yean'  imprisanmeut  in  ba> 
nishment.* 

In  niAQy  cases,  bowever,  the  criminals  are  not  sntisRcd  with 
"bocuasing"  tbcir  victims,  but  murder  tbcm,  while  in  a  stato 
of  insenBibility.     Thus, — 

Two  inataQCcs  occurred  near  Calcutta,  in  1840.  In  one, 
the  culprits  drugged  a  prostitute  with  whom  they  were 
drinking,  nnd  then  completed  their  work  by  strangling  her. 
Tbc  result  Tras  that  three  persons  were  sentenced  to  impri- 
sonment in  traasportation  for  life.  In  the  other  cane,  tbc 
woman  was  Rrat  intoxicated  and  then  robbed  of  ber  orna- 
ments and  stabbed.     She  died  in  consequcnce-t 

lu  tbe  foltowiug  year,  the  case  of  a  woman  of  this  class 
WR8  reported  ;  she  was  found  in  her  house,  in  tbc  town  of 
Uancoorab,  strangled  and  denuded  of  all  her  omaoicnts. 
Tbero  was  no  appearance  of  any  struggle,  and  not  the 


"  Kinranl  Adkwlnt  Rofiirbt,  Stb  Jolj-  ISIS,  p.  sa-t.  See  also  ■  cua  ia 
nbi«k  oDft  Jugi^buadix)  B<i«e  w«t  confktod  of  hftTing  drugged  tira 
prMtitnlM  of  Uacoa  id  tht'li  ovn  bouw,  uid  ur  Ihun  mlibiog  Uiinn  of 
pr«p«rt]'  valued  at  upwwila  of  two  Imadied  ruiNn-s. — Ninuniil  AdnwlnC 
R<rporu.  tol.  ir.  of  ISS4,  p.  304. 
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alightoat  noise  was  hewd  by  tbc  neighbours,  who  lived  with- 
in four  feet  of  her  dwelling.    The  Superintendent  of  Police 
ofFored  a  reward  for  the  discorcnr  of  the    murderer,    bnt 
without  success.*     A  rather  mysterious  case  of  this  kiud 
occarred    nt    Deuares    in    1854.     Two    men,   Gunput  itnd 
Hoochiioo,  were  tried  for  the  wilful  murder  of  two  women  of 
indifferent  chAractcr,  aad  for  robbing  tbcm  of  their  orna- 
mentB  and  clothes.     The  women,  mother  and  daughter,  who 
were  described  aa  next  thing  to  common  prostitut<:8,  were 
fouud,  one  morning,  lying  dead  in  their  house.     The  Civil 
Surgeon,  on  exftmiiiiug  their  bodies,  could  scarcely  form  nn 
opinion  ns  to  the  manner  in  which  they  mot  with  their  deaths; 
for,  though  there  were  some  antpicious -looking  marks  on  tho 
neck  of  one  of  the  women,  still  these  marks  did  not  extend  to 
the  cellular  tissue  below.     From  the  gcucrul  placidity  of  the 
featnres  exhibited  by  both  bodies,  and  other  circumstnnces, 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  "  Harking"  must  have  been 
practised  on  these  fumales.     "  He  was  led  to  this  conclusion 
from  the  livid  placidity  shown  by  the  featured  of  tbo  de- 
ceased.'* He  was  of  opi  nion  that  they  could  not  posHibly  bare 
died  of  intoxication;  that  their  stomachs  coutaiued,  in  the  one 
some  digested  fooil,  smelling  of  biiz.'iar  liquor;  in  the  other 
Eomo  (Mo// and  meat,     Tho  evidence  regarding  tho  parties 
to  the  crime  involved  some  uncertainties.     There  could  be  no 
doabt,  however,  that  at  least  two  men  wore  in  the  house  ou 
the  night  of  the  murder,  one  of  whom  was  the  elder  woman's 
nephew.    The  clothes  which  were  atolen  were  found  iu  his 
possession ;  the  women's  silver  ornaments  were  found  in 
the  house  of  the   ulhcr   man.     It    was   proved  that  these 
two  men  purchased  liquor  in  the  early  |>nrt  of  the  uight 
on   which  the  women  were   murdered.     It  appears  that 
tbc  prisoners  made   confessions,    both    to    the    police  and 


■  KinniDl  Adaolm  Roiwrti  for  1931.  p.  S9. 
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beforQ  the  Deputy  Magistrate,  in  coasiderable  detail,  relating 
with  minuteness  the  incicleuts    accompaaylag    the  rioleat 
death  of  the  two  females  by  "  smothering"  after  first  iutosi- 
catiug  them.    The  printed   report   docs  not  coatnin   the 
fuU  particulars  of  these  coufcssions;  it  ia  raoutioocd,  howcror, 
tlint,  ut  the  thiuiuiih,  uuo  of  the  prisoners  asserted,  tUnt 
the  women  had  been  throttled  by  preening  n  stick  acnwn 
their  throats  (a  very  comiuou  practice).     This  statement  be 
retracted  in  the  magistrate's  court,  vbere    both  prisouera 
asserted  that  thoy  had  gutfocitcd  the  women  by  comprcfliiou 
yfith   the  hand.     M'ith  reference,  apparently,  to  the  first 
mode  of  dcstmction  alluded  to,  tbc  medical  officer  decided 
that  the  account  given  by  the  prlaoncrH  must  be  Dihc;  as, 
had  death  been  tnOteted  in  this   manner,  (by  throttling  with 
a  slick)  the  features  would  h.iv-e  been  distorted,  [?]  and  marks 
would  have  been  left  on  the  cellular  tissue.    The  Judge  of 
tbc  Superior  Court  held  that,  on  the  other  hand,  i\ia  post 
iHorlcm  appearaucca  aeeuied  to  be  (juit«  cousiatent  with  the 
fact  of  homicidnl  sutlociitiun  by  comprcaaiun  with  the  haud. 
Dr.  Taylor  observes,  respecting  the  cridcnccs  of  death  by 
sufFocation,  tliac  there  rnrcly  exist  appearances  indicative  of 
violence,  ur  other  thsu  iiiitural  citiuctioa  of  life,  unless  cir- 
cumstanccii  aroiiso  suspiciou,  and  direct  the  ini]uiry  to  such 
a  result,     Unless  such  a  result  be  clearly  rcfcrrihlc  to  the 
accident,  it  would  not,  be  rcmfirks,  he  atLcoipted  on  healthy 
adult  pcrautis,  uulesa  they   were  in  u  aUitc  of  intoxication, 
and  thereby  rendered  defenceless.      Most  persona,  unless 
thus  rendered  powerless,  would  be  able  to  olTer  so  much  re- 
sistance as  would  leave  on  their  bodies  indubitable  evidence 
of  murderous  wolencc.    The  iocidcnts  of  the  present  case, 
it  was  held,  exhibit  a  close  correspondence  to  the  above 
statement.     The  women  must  have  been  able  to  offer  a  vi- 
gorous rcMstnncc,  if  thi^y  had  not  been  overpowered  by  spi- 
rits.    Indeed  one  of  the  prisoners  particularly  montioued 
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tint  "they  died  easy,  bciug  senscleBs  from  intoxicntiou/' 
Death  was  awarded.* 

Thuggee  of  7'raveilera  bt/  Poitim. — A  thorough  sod  auc- 
ccurul  invcatigntion  of  thia  atrocity  would  certaioly  provo 
an  undertaking  of  natioual  importance  iu  India.  At  pre- 
scut,  wc  liarc  ouly  to  deal  with  scattered  facts.  These,  how- 
over,  suEHciootly  demonstrate : — 

1.  That  the  crime  (which  appears  to  hare  become  more 
prevalent  aincc  the  check  given  to  Thuggee  by  Strangula- 
tion) is  common  throughout  the  three  Presidencies  of 
India. 

2.  That  it  is  ptirsued  system  at  icalty,  as  a  trade,  not  boiug 
inorely  the  device  of  a  stray  criminal  here  and  there ;  and 
that,  in  great  probability,  those  who  practise  it,  are  Thugs 
in  the  commonly  received  acceptation  of  that  term. 

The  Table  at  the  head  of  thva  chapter  will  i^how  liow  ge- 
nerally this  crime  i»  practised  in  the  Lower  Provinces.  It 
must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  certain  instancca  of  its 
enmmiMsion  do  not  occur  in  the  districts  a^inst  which  num- 
bers are  not  found.  In  Chittagoiig,  for  example,  the  crime 
IS,  within  my  own  knowledge,  by  no  means  very  uncom- 
mon ;  although,  hitherto,  coses  may  not  have  been  fully  de- 
tected and  brought  to  trial.  It  appears,  from  the  reports  of 
Captain  C.  Hcrvcy,  the  Assistant  (jcncral  Superiuteadont 
for  the  suppression  of  Dncoity,  that,  in  Bombay,  poiaoning  is 
a  regular  profession,  tho  victims  being  generally  children. 
Iq  an  interesting  accouut  of  dAafoora  poisoning  published  by 
Dr.  Giraud  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  Physical 
Society  of  Bombay  for  1810,  it  is  remarked  that  "  viewing  the 
most  prevalent  motive  to  dhaioora  poisoning,  it  would  seem 
aa  if  some  regularly  organized  band  of  thieves  had,  within  tlie 
previous  year,  invaded  that  island."    Prom  1837  and  1838, 

•  KU«iuHl  Aa»«lii|  H--i»^rl»,  K.  W.  P.,  41J>  IXcOBiUrt  ISM,  p.  :97. 
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vliea  a  few  cases  of  poisoning,  supposed  to  Le  from  dhatoara, 
were  noticed  b;  Dn.  Bell  and  McLellati  in  the  several  rc- 
portB  of  the  Native  General  Hospital, — up  to  I8-V8,  only  from 
©•to  10  8iicli  cases  liad  been  nnnually  recorded  ;  but,  during 
1849,  Jifty-oHe  canes  liad  come  under  hospitnl  treatment ! 
Dr.  Giraud  also  alludes  to  tUe  practice  of  drugging  cliildreu 
with  svcetmciit!!,  containing  the  poffdcred  scedsj  tUftt  their 
ornamcuta  may  be  more  easily  removed. 

Colonel  Slcemau  wrote,  iu  I8it,  that  tlie  impunity  witU 
which  this  crime  is  everywhere  perpetrated,  and  its  conse- 
quent increase  iu  every  part  of  India,  were  among  tho 
greatest  evils  with  which  the  country  was,  at  that  lime, 
stilictod.  Thcflc  poiaoncm  were  then  as  numerous  OTcr  tbo 
Bombay  and  Madras  Prcsidencica  as  over  that  of  Bengal. 
There  was  no  road  free  from  them ;  and  he  believed  that, 
throughout  India,  there  must  be  many  hundreds  who  gained 
tUcir  subsistence  by  that  trade  alone.* 

In  the  investigation  of  the  sources  of  this  crime,  it  is  of 
the  tirat  importance  to  bear  in  miud  that  old  writers  deacribo 
the  use  of  Poison  as  an  essential  part  of  the  Thug  system. 
"  Deleltrrioua  drugii,"  says  PorbcB,  "  are  ntated  to  be  used  onfy 
by  novice*  in  t/ie  business,  the  more  eTperieneed  Tfaigs  trtiativg 
rather  to  the  certain  effects  of  the  httfe  or  cord  than  to 
the  daubf/iil  operation  of  poison."  Still,  it  i«  conceivable 
tbnt,  observing  the  attention  of  the  police  emuloved 
in  their  suppression  to  be  mainly  directed  to  the  practice 
of  Strangling,  the  Thugm  should  hnve,  in  a  great  mea- 
amrs,  abandoued  the  use  of  the  roomal,  aad  have  devoted 
all  their  craft  to  the  easier  aud  safer  practice  of  Drug- 
ging- 

At  tho  same  time,  it  docs  not  appear  that  any  absolutely 
demonstrative  evidence  haa  been  adduced  identifying  either 
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the  Mefiawatltu  of  Beag&l  or  tlie  Up-couotr;  Dhatooreea* 
with  the  true  Thuga. 

Mr.  Dnui^icr,  whose  jud^ent  in  tlie  m&ttcr  ia  nnimpeadi- 
nble,alluitu!i,  in  his  Ilupurts  for  the  Ut  aud  2u<l  half  ^carsvf 
lft40f  Kn  circumstances  which,  at  ahout  that  time,  brought  to 
light  the  cxistODCO  of  a  system  of  ndniiuistcring  poisonous 
ilrugs  to  travellers  which,  "  since  the  supprcsstOD  of  Thuggee 
liud  iucreused  uluug  the  liucs  of  general  communicn.tioD  aud 
in  other  parts  of  the  country."  lie,  however,  appears  to  have 
considered  thnt  this  practice  was  not  carried  on  by  Thugs. 
Five  rears  later,  wcfind  this  practice  Bystcmntically  practised 
by  the  J'/«'f/<tH'o//tfyi'the  desisnatiou  given  by  Mr.  Dampierto 
this  class  of  robbers.)  la  \  854  two  persons  wcr<  reported  as 
biiviug  biicn  drugged  to  death  iu  Behar  by  a  party  of  profes- 
niona)  poisoners  on  the  great  road.  No  trHCcs  could  be  fuuud 
of  the  offenders,  and  the  survivors  of  the  party  drugged  could 
not  ^ve  a  clear  description  of  thorn.  Tbo  Superintendent 
rcnuirkcdupon  the  extraordinary  fact  that,  although  travellers 
were  fully  warned  of  the  acta  of  these  men,  and  notices  to  that 
effect  were  put  up  at  the  Serais  aud  Chuttccs,  they  constantly 
fell  victims  to  the  robbers*.  Again,  in  hia  report  of  the 
fulluwing  year>  upon  the  state  of  crime  in  the  district  of 
Sbahubad — (a  portion  of  the  country  fearfully  notorious  in 
the  history  of  the  old  Thuggee  syHtem  ;  nnd,  na  the  table  will 
show,  still  the  most  rife  of  all  the  districts  in  Bengal  in  cases  of 
Thuggee  by  poiaou) — Mr.  Uampicr  mentions  that  all  tbethefts 
by  administering  drags  orcuncd  to  traTcUcRi  passing  along 
the  road  who,  in  spite  of  the  continued  precautions  put  up 
in  all  the  Chuttcca  nnd  given  to  them  by  the  Deputy  5Iagw- 
trates  and  Police  Officers  on  the  Trunk  Road  to  prevent 
strangers  from  joining  their  piu-tics,t  continued  to  drink  and 


•  Rcpon  for  184S,  p,  13. 
t  SlmiUr  wamingi  to  S^pojr*  i^'UR   <m»  left**,  to  iheir  honxs  lite    sp- 
pnrMl,  from  lime  lu  Unui,  in  UMicnl  Onlvn. 
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receive  tobacco  and  dry  food  from  the  handa  of  sueli  persons, 
thosniTurdiiig  thorn  oppurtuiutioi  of  acctuiriogtbeircoafidcace 
and  administeriQ^  drugs  at  a  place  farorable  for  the  escape 
of  tlie  poisonem,  who  were  couatnntly  on  the  watch  fur  their 
victims.  lu  two  of  the  cases  which  occurred  that  year, 
de«th  ensued  ;  ia  two,  uo  trace  of  the  meetawaUat  could  b« 
discovered;  nnd,  in  the  last,  one  party  wa-i  convicted.  >I0 
considered  that  the  rcasoo  for  moic  oSvaccm  of  this  kind 
occuning  in  the  Shiihiihad  and  the  Behar  districta,  is  tltat 
the  victima  baTc  generally  come  near  the  cud  of  their  jour- 
ney,  and  would  separate  from  the  poisonem  if  they  delayed 
administering  tlio  poison ;  and  uUo  that  there  arc  grciitcr 
opportanitiea  of  escape  through  hye-roada  into  other  jnn^t- 
dictioDs,  Thilst  the  pcrooa  drugged  in  in  a  atnto  of  inaenaibi* 
lity.  Agniii,  iu  ISIS,  we  Bud  Mr.  Damiuer  reporting  the 
continued  prevalence  of  this  crime  on  the  Grand  Trnuk  and 
other  roads;  and,  while  nanexing  a  statement  xhowing  the 
number  of  persons  arrested,  punished,  and  acquitted  upon 
charges  of  the  kind,*  remarking  tliat,  uufortanatcly,  the 
cbaucca  of  detection  are  but  fev.  The  poison,  gcuerally 
the  accds  of  the  dhaloora,  is  to  be  found  on  the  road  side ; 
and,  reduced  to  powder,  is  nearly  tasteless,  when  mixed  with 
tobacco  or  food ;  while,  if  the  victims  do  recover,  they  are 
for  &o  long  a  time  in  a  state  of  stupefaction,  nod  uunbic  to 
give  any  account  of  the  tranaaction,  that  there  is  erery  op- 
portunity afforded  for  the  escape  of  the  criminals.  Tn  com- 
menting upon  bis  statement  shotritig  the  chargt-s  of  poison- 
ing which  came  before  the  Assistant  Geucial  BupcniiCciidcut 


"  The  it«Mi*U>  of  «ue«  of  ptofcMi-jiisil  polauuera  U-fort  the  AMltiant 
Supariatcudmi  Ibr  Ibo  tnjiproMioa  of  llnggee  for  Ihu  ruiiin  Divlibn  of  ibi* 
KMil  til*  Atlittiritig  year,  iliow  that  37|wrMni  n-vre  uiiprplirn(li?i]  during  tliut 
iwrioil,  upon  dinrgoi  of  ihi*  kJnd— 6  nriMe  found  gniltj*  ■ti'i  »(-nt(ini.'n),  4  «m« 
aoud  u  baflng  bc«n  tTAniferred  10  oilier  JurixUctiunt^  or  ai  oBiler  trial,  aod 
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for  tbc  sujipTCsnion  of  Thuggee  nt  Patna  in  1850,  Mr. 
Dampior  ngaio  insiats  that  tins  document  does  not  gire  the 
slightest  idea  of  the  prevalence  of  tlie  crime,  particularly 
aloiii;  the  Grnnd  Trunk  llond,  where  the  want  of  caution  on 
the  part  of  tmvcllcrs,  and  tho  eoAy  aroidiuicc  of  detection 
ou  that  of  the  crimiaola,  render  its  occurrence  frequent; 
added  to  whicli,  from  nukhtiamuggcr  or  Mungkpore,  in 
Hancoomh,  to  Sassctam  in  Shalmbtid,  tlierc  vas  then  not  n 
ainglo  oCieor  posted  along  that  line  of  road,  and  tho  |>olic(i 
arrangements  throughout  for  the  protection  of  travellers 
were  rery  deficient. 

Mr.  Danipicr  considered  that  a  combintition  esiated  along 
the  lines  of  road  frequented  l>y  travcllera,  pilgrims,  fee,  for 
robbery  by  tliis  atrocious  method  ;  and  that  the  dawk 
bearers,  petty  muddees  at  the  halting  places^  bhutccaras,  and 
common  thieves,  were  in  it.* 

Colonel  Sleeman  describes  the  professional  rond  poisoners, 
or  Dkatooreeaa,  as  commonly  emploTirig  tho  dhatoora  which 
they  nomctimca  give  iu  the  hookuli  to  be  suioked,  nud  nt 
others  in  food.  Their  intention,  he  con.4idcr3,  ia  almost 
always  to  destroy  life,  as  "  dead  men  tell  no  tAles;"  but 
the  poisoned  people  sonietimett  recover,  and  lead  to  the 
detection  of  the  poisoners.  The  cases  in  which  they  re- 
covered were  rare  (when  Colonel  Stccmaa  wrote) ;  and,  of 
those  who  recovered  and  traced  the  criminals,  very  few 
would  ever  undertake  to  prosecute  them  through  the  Mogis* 
tratcs,  and  the  sessions  courts.  These  pcojilc  put  on  all 
manner  of  disguises  to  stut  their  purpose  :  and,  as  they  prey 
chiefly  upon  the  poorer  sort  of  travellers,  they  require  to 
dcttroy  the  greater  number  of  lives  to  make  up  their  incomcs.t 


*  BMnCon'i  Digrat  of  tho  Crimin*!  I.aw— psnk  31 1 7. 

t  TUa  uUhoT  dolnilt  lh»  cuo  or  &  |KKir  old  Vwktfff  (mcndifAnt,)  nod  hu 
jroiuig  too,  wkD  WM«  Imet,  dni|CEC<l.  And  pUinilcml  hy  •  fkniity  r>r  Uirm 
BiHr«uiU  for  Ihe  mIio  of  k  blanket— iboir  only  pnifx-ny.  11i«  ctitU  diadl, 
the  Mktj  rc«oTcrod  aftn'  thm  d»j«'  inhixlcxiuu  awl  >iu)><jr. 
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A  (HtTty  of  two  or  three  potsonen  hnve  rery  oflcn  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying  another  of  eight  or  ton  trarcUcrs  with 
whom  they  have  jourueycd  for  some  days,  by  pretending  to 
give  thpm  n  fcaat  on  the  celebration  of  the  nnniveraary  uf 
some  fatuily  crent.  Sometimes  an  old  womnii  or  niau  will 
manage  the  thiog  alooe,  by  gaioiag  the  coufideace  of 
travellers,  and  getting  nenr  the  coukiug  puts  while  they  go 
aside ;  or  when  employed  to  bring  tin:  Hour  for  the  meal 
from  the  bazaar.  The  poison  is  put  into  the  flour  as  oppor- 
tunity ofTc^rs.  People  uf  uU  canted  uud  calling  take  to  this 
trade,  some  ciutually,  others  for  life,  and  others  derive  it 
from  their  parent*  or  teachers;  and  the  habit  of  cooking, 
eating,  and  sleeping  on  the  side  of  the  road,  and  tlie  custom 
of  smoking  with  strangcra  of  sceniiugly  the  same  Ciiste, 
greatly  facilitate  their  designs.  The  small  parties  arc,  this 
authority  believes,  uncoiiuected  with  each  other,  and  two 
parties  never  unite  in  the  smuo  expedition.  The  members 
of  one  party  nay  be  sometimes  convicted  and  punished,  but 
their  detection  ia  accidental;  for  the  sTstcm,  he  considers, 
which  bus  enabled  aa  to  put  down  tbc  T/iug  associations 
cannot  be  applied,  with  any  fair  prospect  of  success,  to  the 
suppression  of  these  pests  of  society,  seeing  that  tbc  Thugs 
went  on  their  adventures  in  largo  gangs;  and  two  or  moro 
gangs  were  commouly  united  in  the  course  uf  an  expedition 
in  tbe  perpetration  of  many  murders.  Xvery  man  shared 
jn  the  booty  according  to  the  rank  he  held  in  the  gan^;,  or 
the  part  be  took  in  the  murders  ;  and  tlic  rank  ofcvery  man, 
aud  the  part  be  took  generally,  or  in  any  paiticuhir  murder, 
were  for  the  moat  part  well  known  to  all.  From  these  gangs 
when  arrested,  tlie  authorities  elicited  the  linit  clue  to  the 
cTidence  required  for  their  conriction.  This  thorough  un- 
ravclmeat  of  the  whole  organization  by  the  coufcfsiou  of  a 
few  partica  implicated,  or  by  what  is  called  the  approver  evh- 
iem,  is  not  to  be  expected  when,  as  in  the  case  of  the  poinon* 
crs,  the  gangs  arc  small  and  wholly  distinct  fiom  each  other. 
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Tlic  foUoving  arc  abBtrnRts  of  tlic  priucipnl  cnses  of 
Drugging  on  the  Highway,  which  ba,renppcHrcd  in  the  Heporta 
of  tlie  N.  yi.  and  Lower  Proviucea  niucc  the  hf^ioumg  of 
185a.  It  will  be  Siieu  that  the  always  nvniliibiG  poison, — the 
Dbatooiu  StsEDa,  was  believed  to  h&ve  beou  ased  io  all  the 
cases  of  this  class — aod  that,  io  two  instances  ooly,  wta  it 
considered  probable  that  other  poisous  (Nux  Vomica  and 
Guiijah)  were  added  to  the  seeds. 

It  is  to  be  borne  iu  mtud  that,  although  it  has  ei-identljr 
become  much  more  frequent  of  Intc  years  than  it  was  during 
the  unrestrained  prevalence  of  Thuggee  by  Strangulation, 
this  crime  is  by  no  inenua  of  recent  origin,  A  very  murketl 
iiiatauce,  which  occurred  in  1S09,  is  reported  by  Macuagliten* 
and  will  be  cited  iu  full  uudcr  the  head  of  Poi^ioning  by 
Dhutoora(p.  129.)  It  appears,  however,  that  t be  first  law 
instituted  for  coutroUiug  this  criuiCj  was  promulgated  so  late 
OS  the  year  1817. 

In  18J2  Iwo  men — Biionnny't  rvid  Bbola,  his  nephew,  were  tried 
at  lilcecut,  on  tlie  aL-cui«ti<;u  uf  u  man  nlio  ilcposcil  titat,  when  on 
ki«  nay  lo  LiKkoon,  he  mot  Bliowaiiy  at  UmbalUii,  who  aaiii  ht 
vrouki  Invel  io  compuiy  with  him.     On  llieir  way,  Bhowuiy  took  btm 


*  Vol.  i.,  p.  ai6.  In  ISl!  DUO  JohUm  Teware«  drugged  four  rii'Lt«r*  in 
SliahjibBd.  They  bU  bcrUDC  inspuiibLe  and  one  died, /Ajd  p.  303.  In  1S30 
Eulwa,  dUpiiBMl  t»  k  ChuprB«>i«,  Jolnvd  \\to  bralhcr*  tmyvllinf;  \>f  Bftndkh, 
B«  oR^rod  th«n  itcaae  ■«»etiiM>al  rall^  Piwran  (b  kind  of  ronKcratvi]  food)  [ 
Mcb  rtccivod  about  two  pice  weight.  Tbu  tliitf  TurliiuU-  tlivu  t«  vpit  «□/ 
OUl.  Tlic  ituir  b»d  aa  unpli'iwuil  inxU-.  Iu  n  nhiin  tinn!  b»lh  fifll  iLona 
tnuclcM.  JiraUie  made  vtTwiUi  Uiuit  ofll'cls  Oao  uf  tUo  biulltura  spvetlily 
di«dt  Ut«  otli«r  raooreml  hii  teotw  od  the  folloiFliig  Aaj,  It  appeit  r«d,  at 
iliv  irlal.  that  the  aceoMd  w>i  an  in&inoua  cbaracter,  who  had  intellMl 
lUKtiki  {tlumluiag  by  adBinittOTiag  polMNUiW  dniga  to  all  whom  he  ooiild  en  ticu 
iBtu  lakins  Uwm.    /&rJ.  toL  ii.,  p.  SI. 

t  Bbowanjr  mu  ■  very  (aroritc  narno  among  the  orginitod  Thug*.— 9a« 
lades  to  uainei  in  Col.  filucnau's  "ThuKOangi  uf  l'|ipor  and  Cntlral 
Ittdi^'  S«e  x\f3  III*  emt  of  oiM  Bkowanecdcon,  co]ivicl«d  of  an  atroeity  of 
Ike  kiad,  at  p.  (3  or  lhi>  tuaual. 
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to  a  bunncali's  shop  anil  purcliaxctl  sook  altak  aliiI  iHtall ;  nfter  cooking 
it,  dcpoiK'ni  niMit,  at  Bhowanjr's  rcijiKrst,  for  some  water;  reluming^  be 
ata  lllI^  fuod  ami  liccoiae  msensiblc.  Dliola,  who  had  lalely  joined  ihcm, 
was  prrsriil.  Bhowany  placed  (he  man  vridiiii  a  Kill.  l)ic-}*  tlirii  robbed 
litni.  and  |iretriii!«l  lo  tli«  police  ihat  tlieir  parly  couiiiBted  ouly  of  two. 
The  police  found  ihc  prosecutor  insensible  and  concealed  id  a  corner  of 
the  hul.  A.'ba^  oi ^atoora  seed  was  found  on  Bbonany,  some  of 
this  had  brcn  ground  to  ]>ow[Icr,  also  some  C^Nrw— concrete  juioe  of 
lli«  Cannabis  Indica.  TKe  jirisoiiera  niutiialiy  acciucd  each  olhet.— 
Seiitfnef,  fourteen  years'  imprisonment," 

The  following  case  NinjjiilBrly  cloKoly  respmblcsi,  in  its  main  feotiireB, 
one  a]r«a«I)'  cited,  (al  p.  1 00. )  The  prisoners'  names  vrcrc  the  same,  and 
bolh  esse:*  (icciirreil  near  Meenil,  but  they  were  quite  distinct. 

A  proslitiile,  named  Durborun.  who  gained  her  live li hood  by  ungingt 
was  proceeding  from  Mcerui  to  A  Ily>;hiir  actor npatiicd  by  Iter  molbet  and 
sis  other  persona.  Tliey  wcremcl  on  ihc  way  by  one  JCIiodiibuxslij  who 
appears  to  have  had  some  acquaitilance  rrilli  the  party  at  Mctnit.  lie 
lIU  that  he  was  in  want  of  service,  and  was  engaged  by  the  woman  as 
cook  to  the  party.  On  uriring  at  Cocl,  they  put  up  at  a  Scr^,  and  ilie 
pfi»o»ci  was  given  food  to  cook.  TItis  was  calen  at  about  nine  in  [be 
evening.  At  midnight,  ihc  chowLecdar  of  tlie  ^erai  vbM^rved  some  of 
the  party  nlling  about  llts  groutidj  lie  went  up,  and  found  them  bII 
iDore  Of  lest  affected  by  some  iiiioxicaliiig  drag.  The  prisoner  lay 
among  ilicin  fugiiing  sleep,  and  some  gold  and  ulrer  onmments  belong- 
ing to  the  prostitute  were  foond  on  liia  pcr»n.  Four  of  the  men  who 
were  most  intoxicated  were  «enl  to  the  Di3|K-iisary ;  and,  by  jiiilii.-iuua 
Ireatnteiiii,  recovered  in  three  days.  The  lliree  women,  and  the  r«8t 
of  lUe  party,  -who  had  eaten  Jess,  recovered  after  iiartng  been  giTcn 
some  mcdieine  lo  make  tliem  vomit.  The  prisoner  (Mnfi'-isi-d  befnro 
tlie  inugistraie  that  lie  procured  the  d/taloora  from  a  neighbour- 
ing  garden,  which  he  poinled  out,  on  pretence  of  requiting  it  fur  a  sick 
bullock.  The  Cird  Surgeon  d'.-puaed  that  the  four  mteraseta  were 
brought  to  bim  in  a  state  of  nguKL'rin^  delirium,  and  he  detnited  i)i« 
•ynptoma  U  peculiarly   ihe  eflecU  of  an  overdose  of  d&atoora.     He 


•  Siiamut  Adowlul  H«|K.rt»,  H".  W.  P„  Juiw  19tb  I8ia.  p.  588. 
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6U(cd  that  tills  drug  is  poisonous,  or  mrrFly  intoxicating,  iti  proportioa 
to  iht  qiiaii^ty  takni,  in  relation  to  the  strength  nuA  conititutioii  of  the 
{i8ti«nl;  aud  thai,  as  tlic  patients  brou|;ht  to  liicii  were  all  strong  tarn, 
h*  thinks  it  protmlila  that  tlic  et)>ccii  would  havi?  goni-  ofT,  without  pror* 
iiig  fatal,  even  if  |9ronipi  meuiires  liad  nol  htteii  taken.  Ther«  wu 
reason  to  believe  thai  tliis  was  not  tlie  first  iii^lance  in  vrliich  the  pri- 
■oni-r  liad  bevn  gtiilly  of  the  sanio  olfiiucr.k— Iinprisuniniriiit  for  fuurt«eii 
year*.* 

Two  traveller  were  putting  u^  at  the  new  Sertii  at  Miraapctre,  wlwn 
(»w  RainCitliul  bI«o  cuinir  tlienr  ami  madtracijiiaiiiuicice  niili  them.  One 
of  llie  men,  having  been  {irqinriDg  his  food,  asked  Rumiiilii);],  Htio  wmt 
close  by.  to  look  after  ii  n  liUc  he  went  to  fetch  wa.lFr  at  die  well. 

Diirinji  his  KhgrI  absence  iiw  other  took  the  opportunity  of  putting  some 
dinitooTa  inio  the  dliail,  vrhidi  rtiiilerwi  one  of  the  travellers  uispiisible 


I 


*  KiiainDt  Adsnlut  U«p«TU,  27.  W.  P.,  November  9filh  ISM,  p.  1M9. 
Tlic  practice  uf  hiring  tbomMlvca  out  ae  CtMkt  it  an  olJ  and  rallier  Creqii«ni 
one  among  th«  Dhutooroeas.  A  cmc,  which  occumril  in  tbc  be^nning  of  ikia 
century,  will  b«  fooad  in  MacnaghUn**  Ritporuoftbe  NiiDmui  Adnwlut,  toL 
i.,  p.  366.  A  Kcman  had  tMi^n  ^^mployiiJ  by  tlic  complainant  as  a  houMhi>U 
aertanL  llvr  Ant  act  uppnarito  haTo  hi<pn  to  prejuunji  ibc  i-rvniiif^niHlfor  Uie 
family.  Of  thi«  hor  mostnr  purt'M.^k,  lie  wit«  alartnod,  on  riaing  from  liii  re- 
past, to  obwrvs  every  iuditiitito.!  iii  liU  Iiuum)  ia  a  *tat«  uf  klupefsoiiun;  anri. 
ttt  Ut*  Mmc  tins,  b«oau)«  aware,  from  lh«  drynn*  of  hi*  inoutb  and  a  giddl- 
DMi  with  trfaieh  he  was  teUeJ,  that  he  had  swallonml  soma  detcieiious  uih- 
stance.  Although  tvarcelj'  consciou*  'A  what  be  did,  ho  found  nicans  (v  call 
to  U>  awiataMe  two  psnona  who  resiilod  near,  by  who^  aid  ihe  prnpw 
MoadlH  wen  adn^Diattral  to  the  whtili!  tmiaWy ; — bef  <n<  ihij,  however,  the  pri. 
MHUr  Meapt^  with  apalrof  tUrcr  foot-omameru  aud  a  necklace.  In  acotheir 
fautUkoo,  this  prisnnor  was  proved  (o  have  preparod  cakaa  for  four  aepojps 
wfao,  ibortly  afWr  eating.  bMama  ao  riolently  laioxicaled,  m  to  b*  uMMijr 
oocoDsclosa  ol  what  they  said  or  tlid.  Thrtw  other  peraoRt  ako  partook  of 
tlie  same  food  with  nmilar  reeulla.  The  prisunrr,  taking  adooaMge  of  iba 
oonftialan  thus  en<al«d,  drramiiod  witli  aerural  artJele*.  Sho  alleged,  in  bar 
daCnce,  llwl  the  italc  «f  bar  he«Ub  mad*  a  con-ttant  nw  nf  the  dHaiaon 
MedatweeaMtyi  %b»,  outuo^uandy,  twitiad  a  i)iuuitity  ubont  her.  and  thai 
it  wms  probable  >qtn«  mi|;kl  hare  falUa  into  the  food  withuui  bvr  knowledge. 

I  learn  thai  a  hand  of  Eo«d  roiioiMtc  was  deluded  at  U<><inii  about  IMft, 
Tlie  CbH&  were  a  Bberiti*  and  the  Knananiah  oF  the  Station  Meat, 
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■  few  hours  aftciwards,  tb«  ptlivi  Iwcame  no  during  dio  night  The 
priMKier  confeased,  «t  the  Ifotiv&lQQ  aiid  in  iIm:  foujilvct*  th«t  he  kail 
put  some  dhafoora  in  the  dhaV,  a,n<X  raadv  no  defence  od  (rid.  Im* 
|>Tifri>in«nt  for  life  in  tr«aspDil«Uoti.* 

In  th«  previous  J«niiaiy,  ■  aiwi  and  his  6ont  while  journeying  lo- 
wsrds  the  Punjab,  halted  at  a  tnosque  in  Panccput.  One  Ullayar 
Khan  frll  into  convcruttion  with  them:  aiii!  at  Uct,  oSeretl  llicni  aucnc- 
thiiig  to  Ml.  The  father  went  inia  tlie  city  to  ptirchuc  food.  On  hi* 
TMiirn,  he  found  hrewl  moistened  with  aherbut,  wliicb  his  ton  told  hii>i 
had  been  brought  by  the  person  who  pr»mii:cd  them  food.  They  par- 
took of  this,  ami,  ahoilly  afterwards,  beg«n  to  feel  itupefied,  in  which 
Mate  the  prisoner  came  to  tlicm,  and  rrmATM)  them  to  another  mosqae, 
wlkiTB  they  becamv  totally  intonnible.  On  recovery  of  iheir  iensc«, 
nFt«r  ihrM  or  four  day*,  they  found  ilmt  tli^y  had  been  robbed  of 
their  money.  The  native  doctor  deposed  that  the  men  were  under  hit 
treatment  far  thre«  or  four  dayii,  siifTeriiig  from  the  pffectii  of  violent  stu- 
pefaction, induced,  as  lie  supposed  from  the  Kyinptomti,  by  dkataora. 
The  prisoner  was  a  known  had  character.  Seiitemw,  fourteen  years' 
i  mprisonmpnL  \ 

In  April  1853  the  thannadar  of  Bohsha  (Jouitpoor)  font  in  two  men, 
Shpogholun  and  Shuochiim,  with  a  small  ijiiaiility  ai  dhaloora  tied  up 
in  a  piece  of  cloth,  together  with  other  articles  belonging  to  them.  He 
reported  that,  in  the  preceding  inoritliK  of  Ortoher  niul  December,  two 
raxes  of  adniinuttcring  poiionoiis  dnigs  or  dhaloora  to  three  pertons 
named  had  occurred  at  Mauzah  Lukneepuor,  and  in  snuthcr  xpot;  both 
placets  being  near  the  high  lond  leading  to  Allahabad.  A  ttrict  M-an'li 
had  been  iiittiinKid,  but  without  sigcceu,  ntilil  the  two  prisoners  were 
saiuiL  Their  coavcr»tion  und  bcliavioiir  exciting  the  Mi.tpicion  of  a 
police  jemadar  ;  he  warched  x  bunille,  their  jaini  property,  and  found  in 
ii  «  patltfi!  of  dhatoora.  One  of  llie  prisonerif  escaped,  butvtiu  ri'-cap- 
cured.  They  both  confejaed  that  they  had  brought  the  dhatoora  with 
llieoi  lo  mis  either  in  llic  water  or  fooii  prrpared  by  travellers,  HliL-nitvcr 
a  fitting   opportunity  olTrrcd.      'Phis,    they  tatd,    win  tkrtr  baiititts. 


•  inxaaint  Adawlnt  Rrptiri-s  N.  W.  P.,  Mnrrh  Mrd  1844,  p.  aoo. 
f  thiJ,  Jananry  Otli  18.11.  p.  5112, 
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They  denied  beirg  implicated  in  tlic  former  cnsea  tlludtd  to  abor«,  biil 
llieir  appearBDicc  cotresponded  witli  die  diesciiption  given  by  the  suffer«f9 
of  Ihe  penoDS  wlio  had  girvn  ihein  iiiiuxictiuii!;  drugc  in  ilwir  food. 
The  dhatoora  was  sent  lo  the  Civil  SaTgeon  foe  i?iaininBiion.  One 
Rixniia!  xtitlod  ttkat  htt  wu  a  gmsK-cui  in  die  itervice  of  an  otficer,  and 
Ka*  n-tiiriiing  [a  his  home  in  zilUh  Azimghur,  hsTutg  mih  him  Rn.  29 
ill  cash,  (kr.  1\w  pri»onprs  anJ  luioilin'  inuti,  who  called  hiin»lf  a 
wpoy,  joined  him  al  Futtelij>oor.  Aftei  trawlliiig  together  aoinc  days, 
one  of  the  priwiiera  bouglii  tame  oUah.  T)icy  prepaied  bread,  aone 
of  which  wak  given  tii  him  :  nft«r  eating  it,  lie  became  iiiu^iiiiNe,  wbm 
tin  cbrefi  nten  pluudered  him  and  made  ofT.  A  woman  rccolli^cted  ta 
hiraaeen  the  priiioneri  anil  the  grsfs •cutler  tngntlier.  Tlw  jiidg*  of 
iIm  SupeiioT  Court  considered  that  there  were  the  Mroiigett  grounda  for 
l>eli«nrig  that  die  prltonera  verc  poUoDCts  by  profession,  and  belo(q;Bd 
to  a  cJaas  who  infect  \\i*  higli  ruadi  for  tlie  jiiirpasi-  of  eiiirappng 
iraNary  travellers.  lie  obscnedt  from  •  proceeding  From  the  Magis- 
tFBtc  of  Azimgurh  appenilcd  to  the  record,  and  from  {lulioc  n'|wru  of 
the  Jounpoor  district.  al»o  filnl  in  the  cam',  ilini  no  less  lhaa.(>Mit  casea 
of  poisoning  with  ihcfl  Cook  place  in  the  high  rotii1«,  in  the  lamc  rianiiy, 
willtiii  llir  [HrricHl  of  ihrcr  months  prrviniB  to  the  capture  of  ihe  pri- 
MHtn,  in  which  eight  persons  nere  dru^g^d  and  robbed;  aiid  whkb,  ia 
MIC  of  die  iustaiicea,  ctidvd  fatally.  He,  thL-rrforc,  coiifinncd  the  acnlerice 
of  iiiipnMMiiiMnt  fur  life  in  tra.n«f>oiiatton  passed  on  the  piiaonets.* 
In  January  of  the  some  yearKtireeinoolliih,  MNtfevoraA,  was  tried  oo 
the  following  charge.  Three  men,  who  were  in  iho  habit  of  coming  to 
lite  cattle  marl  of  CliuiidonKe  »ith  caulc  for  nle,  deposed  that  they  Ticre 
llwre  on  •  certain  date.  Early  in  the  moriuiig,  iKey  led  Iheir  quailera  ia 
tbe  Serai  i*litch  belonged  to  lh«  defendant  and  ncnt  lo  the  narkel. 
On  Ibcir  return,  lh«  pritoiiei  baiil  t'>  tlirm,  some  calamity  will  occur 
lo-night  i  give  lue  what  moner  ycu  have  about  you,  and  I  will  lock  it  up< 
They  replied,  what!  is  not  tlus  place  under  the  Briti«!i  rule?  awl 
lefuHcd  to  gtre  up  the  money.  They  then  called  for  dinner.  At 
ihts  lime  a  violent  slonn  arose,  which  uproeted  large  trees  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  damage  throughout  the    country-.      During  the  utoni))  th« 

«  Ntsamul  Ailaarlnl  Ifa-paris.  H.  W.  P.,  July  Jlib  InSl.  p.  tlO. 
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pruoner  called  ilicm  to  (Hiuier.  They  caniDieaoed  ctling  tUo/J  and 
chuppatttr*  wliirli  lie  hul  cooked.  One  cf  ihem  obacrrrd  lliKl  iIm 
(Ma//  wiut  very  biticr.  Tlio  prisoner  insisted  twice  ilial  lie  hod  merely 
pill  too  miicli  uli  into  it.  Iminediim^Iy  aftor  rating  the  dkuli,  tlif  thn-e 
men  bnarac  inaensiblc  in  iho  prlioner'B  house.  The  ^niing  son  of  one 
of  tbfm  took  ft  nioulhful  of  the  MaU  whi<:li  caused  him  to  vomit— and  h« 
ale  no  more.  Seeing  hu  father  aiid  tlie  otheni  inseni-ible,  he  ran  out, 
alihough  the  prisoner  tried  to  prevent  him,  and  called  a  choirkeednr 
posted  hard  hy,  1'iic  police  found  the  three  mm  inscniibte,  liui  i)ie 
prnoner  naa  well  and  in  his  senscc:  they  went  off*  to  thu  tliannaU,  ami, 
on  thcii  return,  found  the  pmoner  fngning  iiuciuibtlity.  He  and  liie 
others  vrerc  carried  lo  the  ihannah  on  charpoye.  Shoobratec  Klutjboul 
and  lliifsun  Jurralis  were  cdled  to  prCKribc  for  ail  four.  They  did 
fo,  and  made  lUe  three  IraceiJers  swallow  some  p«rn.  and  milk,  ftrrciiig 
it  down  (heir  Ihroata,  oad  tickled  their  throata  with  n  feather,  whicH 
cautsd  them  to  vomit.  The  pttjoner  drank  iJic  peera  and  milk  himself, 
whence  it  waa  evident  that  hu  was  sensible,  and  iho  fctvther  was  not 
put  down  bis  ihroftti  He  was  quite  well  the  neitt  morning,  whcrcaa 
ibe  three  men  did  not  recover  nntil  the  tliiid  day.  The  Civil  Surgooi 
detected  dhatoata  in  ttie  d/iatt,  and  the  prisoner  admitted  its  presivnec 
in  the  food.     The  prisoner  was  ttnleneed  to  seven  years'  impriionmenl.  * 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  tbat  the  prisoner  stated  iu  his 
defence  that  ooc  Ilaliya  (Illaheca)  came  to  his  liousc  acrcral 
times  duriog  the  storm;  and  tliatj  perhaps,  he  threw  some- 
tliing  into  it-  At  the  trial  he  recalled  his  hints  agaiust 
Ilahj-a,  and  endeavoured  to  criminate  others.  This  tras  pro- 
bably  the  Ilahya  who  wfis  couvicled  at  that  place  two  years 
later  as  a  Bystematic  poisoner — See  page  98. 

In  the  following  case,  it  would  appear  that  tlie  robber 
administered  the  dhaiaora  so  freely  tu  hia  \ictim  as  to 
cause  death.  It  is  not  ceri-aiii,  however,  that  other  unfair 
means  were  not  resorted  to,  while  the  unfortunate  man  lay 
iusentdble  at  the  poisoner's  mercy. 


'  KuMMiit  AdaKlut  Btrori*,  N.  V.  F..  January  l!tb  18M,  p.  ut. 
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Whfii  on  trid  al  Buiidelkund  in  1353,  oue  Kaslice  confessed  that  he 
gAie  B  portion  of  cftHtnce  in  wliicli  d/tatoora  nr-riU  Iiid  bcrn  inscrtnl, 
to  five  pcntons,  but  pleaded  noi  guilLy  to  the  murder  of  Biuisroop,  oiia 
of  the  6\c.  It  appeared  from  llic  united  Iritimony  of  ili«  four  suntTon 
tliat  ihey,  nilh  tlic  dcccBsed,  formed  a  i  ravel  ling  |iany,  and  were  joined 
by  dit;  priitoner.  Oii  cooking  ilirir  dinner,  ihc  piisancrt  lo  improve  its 
flavour,  offered  ihem  fiome  chutnet,  which  lliry  accepted  and  nixed 
with  tlicir  dish^-of  tiiia  all  the  traTi-llira  partook,  attd  becatne  itittnical- 
cd  and  temporarily  frantic  Wliilc  iu  this  Mate,  tno  of  them  were 
robbed.  After  tlic  rifccis  of  the  intoxication  had  gone  o^  Bunawp 
wa*  uiiMiig,  and  hit>  body  was  di»:ovcrcd  on  the  tiurd  day  in  a  ndgli- 
bouiiiig  nullah.  The  prisoner  wa»  .seen  iti  company  with  the  Irarellcra. 
£vLdeace  of  lh«it  intoxicated  conthcion  was  adduced — iheslolcn  propony 
WM  found  in  the  poaaeauou  of  tlic  prisoner,  and  with  it  «  laq^ 
•(uantity  q^  ehutntt,  which  wasal^o  produced  In  Court  The  pduonoua 
and  dclctcrioiii  naluM'  of  the  chvlnee  wa«  proved  by  llie  cndeuoe  of 
Dr.  Itansford  and  two  native  druggiats,  who  tiepoaed  that  ibe  semb 
coiilainvd  Ihcrcin  were  lho»c  o(  the  dAalwra.  The  druggie  assert- 
cd  that  lliu  administration  of  fifteen  or  twenty  veeda  would  be  fatal  to 
life.  Dr.  Roiufortl  alleged  that  the  death  of  Buonoop  was  to  he 
■icrihrd  to  the  adminisliation  of  dhatoora,  or  ttramonium,  a«  the 
tiidii.'atii>n»  of  congeiition  in  thi!  lungs,  head,  and  brain  were  mch  as 
would  he  caused  by  ihit  jMiNon.      The  pn'Muci  was  ncnteneed  lo  death-* 

Iu  the  foUoving  c&ics,  tbero  appeared  to  be  rctuon  for 
belicviug  tliat  mixed  poiaotu  were  adiDiaistercd  hj  the 
robbers  to  their  victims. 

Thana  and  Kiahnoo,  of  Moradabsd  (a  diftiict  singularly  rife  in  cases 
of  tills  dcscriptian),  were  tried  in  13o2,  upnii  tli«  accusation  of  one  Dya, 
who  deposed  that  he  and  his  brother  Munsookh  went  to  Kant  to  sell 
wheat  'While  disposing  of  ilie  grain  at  a  diMulvniitagc,  Thana  came 
to  them,  telling  ihem  that,  if  t)iey  would  accompany  liim  to  his  rillage, 
be  would  take  tbeir  wheal  off  their  hands.  They  agreed;  while  on 
the  way,  iliey  ate  •ome  parched  wheat.  Thana  said  that  he  would 
give  them  sugar  to  eat  nilh  it.     He  took  some  out  of  a  bundle  odd- 
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taioing  about  «n«  snd  a  h&lf  aeer,  >nd  gave  them  each  abovt  nx 
cItilUcks  of  it.  Tlicy  uto  tlie  whole  of  llie  sugar  with  lh*ii  whvat!  and 
had  not  got  200  yards  uhc^a  they  bcratno  inxi-nkible.  Dj-a's  b«II^ 
began  to  burn,  and  )ii«  lliront  Wcamir  dry;  hc^  did  not  completely  fpcovar 
hi»  icntM  uiilil  llie  second  morning,  when  he  had  voniilvd.  MtmMwkh 
died  the  neji  day  at  twelve  o'cluclc.  Tlipir  property  had  disoppeared. 
Some  of  the  stolen  arlicles  were  subsei^ueiitly  found  in  the  Iiouse  of 
KisliDOO,  Thana's  Eatlier;  Thann  had  diMppeared,  but  was  afierwarda 
Eeized.  A  huiuUi-  of  Kiigar  was  found  in  the  house.  I'hana,  who  waa 
n  notoriouR  budmatA,  confessed  before  the  thantiadar  that  lie  gave  ihs 
mcD  sugar  and  th«D  pUindeird  tbem.  Many  witneswa  depoied  ihnt 
both  prisoners.  Father  aiid  ton,  nerebwl  cli«raclers;  "ihey  itdininistered 
poison  to  travvlleta  and  then  plundered  ibem;"  but,  the  elder  boing  a 
cbowkcedar,  no  one  interfered  with  (bcm.  Tbana  withdrew  hij  con> 
fessioD  in  the  Sradon)  Court,  and  said  ibal  the  police  had  exunled  it 
by  1>eatJng  liini  widi  a  kora.  Dr.  Slircn  deposed  that  the  sugar  aent 
10  hitn  for  cxnminUioQ  in  this  case,  contained  the  powder  of  tlie  »etdt  of 
dfiatoura  aod  itKX  t-omtca,  and  that  the  atalvnieiit  given  by  Dya 
was  tiigiily  probable,  viz.,  that  he  and  bis  brother  had  b««a  pwNoned 
by  eating  each  about  twelve  ounces  of  such  sugar.  The  younger 
prisoner  was  sentenced  to  tajprisonment  in  baiiiahinont  for  life.  The 
elder  wan  acijiiitted.* 

One  Klionmii  was  tried,  at  Cawnpove  in  1854.  upon  three  charges  of 
|xiisoning  sod  robber)'*  In  the  fint  of  these  cases,  it  was  shown  that  a 
eonreraaiion  was  overheard  by  one  Nidlia  between  the  priaotier  and 
hia  mother,  in  which  the  fatter  accused  her  son  of  npcjidiiig  the 
monejr  which  lie  obtained  bjr  rftbbery  and  violence  in  debauchery. 
Nidha,  having  heard  of  the  death  of  three  hackery  men  by  poison,  made 
inquiries  as  lo  ttic  dcsciipliou  uf  the  person  who  had  hired  the  hackeries, 
this  agreeing  with  thai  of  the  prisoner,  he  gave  iiiformation  lo  the  police. 
Od  being  apprehended,  the  prisoner  admitted  hia  concernment  in  the 
crime,  but  iinpUcated  others  as  accomplices.  A  young  intelligent  boy, 
named  Chowdlirtc,  was  with  the  roiird«icd  ineu.  He  stated  that  the 
deceased's  liackcrics  were  hired  by  the  prisoner,  who  said  that  he  wished 
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ISPRCDRKCK 


cd  lowitriis  tlie  Jl 


Setting  oat,  ibey 


to  have  some  sugai  coDveyt 
bbllcd,  at  nigiit'fdl,  at  a  bidoII  village,  ami  tlic  priaoDcr  prepared  a 
tAerhui  hy  pvuiiiliog  upthang  (Indian  liemp),  &c.,  and  attaA,  which 
b«  gave  to  the  cliKC  uncii  aud  aUo  to  ttic  rritness  ;  llic  Idttcr  took  a  vny 
■mall  quacitily  and   n»cnpc(l,   but  the  other   tlirve  fell  into  a  btatc  of  io- 
ttenubility.  from  wliicli  lliey  never  awoke.     Tbo  tnoguliatc,  aflei  iuTca- 
ligatiDg  otiier  charges  against  the  prisoner,  arrived  at  the  coadami 
that  the  "  priaoucr  vrat  a  profcisional    murdcrr*  and  robtwr  hj  admiais- 
tering  poison."     H«  was  idcutilied,  vrbile  iu  jail,  by  tbe  victims  of  tw« 
other  cuircs  who,  at  onco,  pointed  him  out  from  a  crowd  of  th«  pruooen; 
and  whose  previout  detcrijittot]  of  the  perton  <vho  bad  robbed  ibem 
exactly  ooincitli'd  «ilK  that  of  tbe  priboner.     Tlic  plan  resorted  to  ta 
all  the  cas«9  being,  m  ia  this,  to  hire  the  hackeries  of  men  who,  havit^ 
juat  completed  a  contract,  would  probably  have  the  profits  derived  iron 
it  oil  tlieir  persons.      Proar  was  al)!icnt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  pouon 
used.     The  bodies  of  the  deecasrd   nipn  were  in  too  advanced  a  stage 
of  decomposition  to  adnikit  of  examination.     The  contents  of  a  bottle 
Kent  to  the  Chemical  Examiner  were  not  ascertained  by  analysts  lobe 
pouoned,   "though  the  luiuwn  diEEcnUy  in  detecting  vegetable  pouoM 
is  acknowledged,"  and  the  pretence  of  dhatoont  (the  mo«t  usual  p«Na 
ia  such  caaoft)  ii  not  readily  deleetible,  even  when  the  examination  of  the 
contents  of  thf  ctomuh  is  immediate.     Ucrap  {Itkang')  'a,  bowatrcr, 
ilaair  a  strong  poison,  ami  the  admiiuBtration  of  au  inordinate  dose,  inten- 
tionally, ill  the  proweiilion  of  a  felonious  purpose,  would  be  quite  suf- 
ficient   to  jiisli^  a  conviction    for  murder.     In  the  present  case,   the 
nixlufe  compoMd  by  the  priumrr  was,  by  lus  own  statement,  shown 
to   have  contained  thne  parts  of  henp,   which,  in  itddilion  to  the 
powder  or   thp  iafiiaion  [?]  of  dkatoora  would  abundantly  aecoont 
far  ibe  destruction  of  human  Ufa  which  followed."     Afier  ■  cwcfa) 
trial  of  each  of  ibe  three  caws,  all   of  wbkh    were  clearly  proved,  the 
priMner  was  sentenced  lo  death.* 


"  Niiamut  Adawlut  Rvpurta.  H.  W.  P.,  Olubor  3rd  1«M,  p.  (79.  A 
veryioiquiloua  caae,  iavolvLng  the  mordcr  uf  a  backery  driver  hy  a  systematic 
road  poUoner,  was  tiled  at  II«i)aivs  in  July  and  Oiitubcr  18S3.  It  appeared 
that  a  vfry  yoB»KCOMaiy-boni  prl.  nauwd  Vicioria  Adelaidp  Ilasspy.  eloped 
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Uoder  the  hend  of  Arskxicju,  Poisokino,  the  details  of  a 
case  have  been  giveu  (p.  73)  in  which  a  road  poiaoner  dcU- 
beratcly  Bilminiaterod  n.  fatal  dose  of  Arscnioui  Acid  to  hia 
victims.  It  would  appear  that  thia  crime  is  of  by  no  means 
Tcry  rare  occurrence  in  the  North-We«t  Pro»iiicea.  In  hia 
observations  upon  a  case  o{  Ansnnical  poisouiug  tried  at  Ba- 
reilly,  Mr.  G.  D.  Raikc»,  the  additional  sesaions  judge,  mcu- 
tioDcd  that,  in  several  cases  of  poixoniog  which  had  come  to 
his  knowledge  in  another  district,  the  poison  bad  been  dis- 
guised as  a  sweetmeat  of  tcmptiag  quality;  and  beiug  ofTercd 
as  a  rcfrcshmeut  to  a  way-faring  niau  ou  the  road,  had  fre- 
quently caused  dt»th  to  the  unsuspicious  putukcr  of  it."* 

rnint  her  mother's  houso  in  aompony  witb  ono  Untaj  Hsipin,  Chmnroo,  Bnd 
a  laJ  DADicd  Kuulh&oc.  On  tb?  nrrii-al  of  ihe  pany,  by  boat,  at  Bhagrulponi,  a 
qunrral  &raMb4>Cn-een  the  sirlADiI  Hnl|>iti,  who  ^po«d  llisl  the  heneir mixmt 
Ahalonta  and  eook«d  th«  r<>«il  with  which  h«  nma  irof^ffiA  w  w*ll  u  ()i«  haa(- 
nn-n,  [?]  to  thftt  thay  did  not  Tecoror  Ihcir  «iini;»  fur  twn  or  thrw>  Jtyi.  TliB 
tXri  thou  <lecaiiip<Kl  iritli  tho  native  Chumrf^o,  and  como  Co  Mofi^hyr,  kocou- 
pniiicdby  nnn^hubnttittf.  Ilera  they  engaged  a  hack«ry,  wboH  driver's  aima 
Huaaidtabc  Soukhaa  On  th«ir  <HXy  to  Oio«porv,  thry  arvalltgvd  to  htra 
dragged  this  dnvcr.  and  to  hst«  mode  awny  witli  Uim,  aiid  In  have  sold  tha 
hiickeryandbulWkiBtAmh  (Sb»l)ab»J.)  iJ<:i>cv,  tbcy  hiriMl  aniithn- bnckr- 
ry  ami  builoclu.  driTcn  by  ono  Jngntop,  On  niMTing  Sydporu,  Chutnroo  and 
Sliubnitee  oaticnl  the  uufurtunole  drlrer  into  a  Diillah— dcairlns  »oiuc  boya 
whom  they  hid  mf<l  li)  At\v«  Ihtt  hcwkfiry  on  with  Ihe  woman.  The  body 
(>r  lh«  driver  vtu  fniinil  in  tliin  nulliib  with  three  frightful  hw^ki  upon  the 
bwl  and  iMck.  Thn  innrclrn>n  ortirtooli  th«>  hbr1[«ry  >t  rnidnighl,  brining 
with  thvmtbu  ring  knd  other  pmpnrty  of  their  Tivtini.  Thoy  w»re  apprw- 
hcndod  at  Dannna  cnduarouriiiE  to  divpuM  i^f  the  cart  and  buUiwka.  Chnin- 
roo  Lfi/^r«»nl«  niadv  his  Mvapo.  Thn  nrocvhad  girl  mid  in  h»r  d><r«twH  that 
ths  men  had  ibrnattincd  to  kill  her.  (hut  tUuy  g«r«  her  poiauit,  and  that. 
«Jnea  aho  I»(l  hn  mothor's  houKi,  aho  liiul  not  hrnn  in  h(>r  pnipfrr  aeoaM.  It 
waa,  bowBTar,  clnrly  proTcd  that  sha  cUiiucd  the  hnckory  nnd  bollocka  aa 
h*r  own,  and  oStrad  them  tar  id*  for  Ra.  3U,  and  alw  that  shp  said  tha 
tnurdcr«d  nun'ti  vurrings  bpto  hen,  and  asked  n  womiui  tg  w-JI  them,  Slit' 
»-as  xnteuced  to  imprinoniiK'nl  for  life  with  labcitr.  Shubrattec  to  il<nit]|. 
NiMmnl  Arfawlut  Bi'porls.  K.  W.  P..  29th  duly  18S3.  p.  1140. 
•  Nimnnt  Adawkl  Bcp«>rt».  K.  W.  P.,  Kcplembcr  2nd  l»a.  p.  BCO. 
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In  1S53  oiie  Sheo  Biix  wayUid  Iwo  jKior  trav«l!era  oti  i1t«  {wraik> 
gRKintl  U  Cawnporr  aud,  Iiaving  induced  them  lo  partake  of  fame 
ttUtOO  aiid  ff<ti>r,  after  uting  which  iFiry  b«came  itiMndUr.  rabbed 
tlicm  of  llieir  little  projKrn*.  When  fuund,  one  of  t1i»  men  was  in 
orticulo,  thf  oilier  vrits  relieved  by  an  cmetie.  A  smrch  wu  made  in 
llie  pnsoner'a  houiw,  and  a  rtiiisitlerable  ijiiaiiliiy  of  poUonotw  miiwrala 
WAD  found,  conaUting  of  White  Arsenic,  aiid  also  Harial,  or  Or|iitne(it. 
He  accounted  for  llic  po»!tr»sioti  of  ttiete  deadly  poisons  by  saying  thai 
he  ptmrtiied  chemical  cxpenmeitts,  and  (hat  he  had  learnt  the  ait  of 
making  lilver  Iron)  them,  and  was  enabled  ta  produce  four  annas  woflh 
of  ulver  per  diem.  Thb  wretch  hod  been  a  Hindu,  a  Mabomedan,  anrl 
it  wH  Mid,  for  some  time,  an  arorrcd  convert  lo  Christianity,  IcBding  a 
Yagaboiid  life,  vtth  nn  filed  meant  of  subsistence.  The  native  docUr 
v)io  examined  the  body  was  salinfied  thai  it  cniiiained  Arsenic  Tbe 
euperioi  Court,  hoivever,  obHrring  that  this  opinion  did  nol  appear  U 
have  been  derived  from  uiy  analyais,  or  from  itic  xymptomH  exhihilcd 
by  the  dcccucd,  and  holding  that  llic  Dingle  fact  of  the  finding  Arsenic 
in  the  jnixHier'a  houae  did  not  amount  to  proof  at  guilt,  as  "  the  natiTra 
net  unlrrquently  keep  Artenic  by  thecn  for  other  purposes,"  ordered  the 
ptisoncr'a  rclcaM;.* 

or  late,  these  cnscs  have,  fur  the  moat  part,  been  brought 
uodcr  the  iuveatigotiou  of  the  Aasialaut  (icacral  Supcrin* 
tendeots  for  the  suppression  of  Thuggee,  find  much  valuable 
infortnation  upon  the  Rtibject  might,  doubtlest,  be  collected 
froDQ  the  records  of  those  otBcers  at  Dacca  and  Patna  and 
eUewhere.  It  would  appear  that  the  Approver  sjslcm.  em- 
ployed with  such  valunblc  results  in  the  detection  of  profes- 
sional stranglers  and  dncoits,  haa  been  adopted  in  some  of 
these  cases.f  It  may  be  worthy  uf  reconsideration  whe- 
ther a  judicious  modification  of  that  system  may  not  afford  the 
best  prospect  of  furnishing  the  judicial  authorities  with  nu 
ittsigbt  into  the  true  nature  of  this  daily  cxtcndiog  crime. 


•  Nisaiutit  Ailairlat  Rcpori«.  H.W.  P.,  Aopist  «tU  IBM,  p.  1036. 
f  S«  Rrpoft  nn  |h»  SUlt  "f  ih*  P>i1irc,  L  P,.  (or  ItHd,  p.  W. 
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Datqka. — DtiATooAA. — "  Datura  Fuilttota  ; — (KalaDita' 
iotrru}  I  Mid  Alba  (S^da)  Dhatoora,  CO'Shanglmcsiij)  are 
very  commoii  over  the  peninsula  of  India,  aad  are  also  called 
Jowz  Ma=U  or  MelAei  (Huyle.}" 

The  autlior  of  tho  "  Bengal  Dispensatory"  remarks  that,— 
for  llie  purpose  of  fncilitnting  tiicit,  and  other  criminal  desi^aa, 
the  seeds  are  very  commooly  given  in  Bengal,  iritb  sncct- 
Ricata,  to  atupify  merely,  hut  not  with  tho  intention  of 
Lilliug  [?]  ;  iutoiicntioD  or  delirium  ia  seldom  produced,  tha 
individual  sinks  into  profound  lethargy,  resembling  coma, 
■with  dilated  piipiU,  but  natural  respiration.  Those  symp- 
toms have  been  known  ti>  continue  even  for  two  days,  and 
still  rccoreiy  take  place;  cold  affuaion  and  strong  atiiaulunt 
emcticii  constitute  the  moat  effectual  treatment ;  the  rition 
often  continues  obscured  long  aller  the  general  rccorory  takes 
place.  If  given  while  the  atomuch  is  empty,  a  much  small- 
er dose  may  induce  all  the  preceding  aymptonia,  and  prove 
£ataL  This  is  u-cU-kuowii  to  the  Indian  poisoners,  who  suit 
the  time  of  admin  iHtratlou  accordiug  to  the  purpose  they  mean 
to  serve.*  Popular  superstition  among  the  Hindus  repre- 
sents their  deity  Sira  as  constantly  under  the  intoxicating 
cQectH  of  Dfiatoora  and  GuHJak.  This  drug  was  ranked  among 
the  weak  poisons  (Apabisha)  in  the  Shaatnw  :  its  use,  for 
nefarious  purpoMs,  is  of  very  long  standing  in  India.! 


■  CShaogliDmar. 
I  Dr.  John  F/yer,  who  rixitod  India  bolwoon  Uil-  juars  1672  and  IftSi, 
(reign  vf  AuningMbc),  girM  tho  f'llloving  (loaci-iption  or  ti»-  maDBor  ig 
whhib  bUU)  orininab  *rers  Uim  iraahMh  "Upon  an  o8bDci>.  th«y  &r9 
■Euiby  ihc  king*!  order,  and  cooiuutUKl  to  a  placu  oaXIwl  tbo  iW  (fron 
the  puubluoent  InJUcUxl^.  when  Um  nuuhir  uf  itiu  I'u«t  ii  ai^iiiaintcul  Kith 
Ihf  bi-lnoiuncM  of  iho  crinii!i  vrbidi  \»mng  unduntODil,  bu  hciij^lihiiia  bj  a 
drink,  wbic-hat  iirilthvy  r«ftui>,  nulo  of  Itumj  (thn  juicr  (if  Ihu  iiiCuidcfltinf; 
■an  ufUianp),  ukJ  beioK  nilngit^  nilh  /li/r'y(LliPi]i?iullintIitart  af  AWonaMor 
JiigitUKadtJ  OAiHcd  Pvti    ASt^r  a  «i^k'>  Wking,  Oacy  oraxc  mora  than  ctrx 


ON  UBDICAL  JCTRIsrRttnRVCR 


The  Dhatoora  is  found  growing  luxuriantly  beside  ncflrly 
every  peaanut's  hut  in  the  country.    The  goa-ts  feed  upon  it 
itnd  it  is  doubtless  of^en  tended  for  vorse  purposes. 

AccordJDg  tu  Mr.   James   Tnj-lor,  the    people  of  Dai 
employ  an  itoxicating  substance,  called   Bhanker, 


in 


tboy  nauae&ti.'d.  Ad  itlunim  ttiepm  gtii  dfguiUta  Sardottum  gramimMm 
/truntuf  in  mvrtc  ridtftt  maLltig  ilii'm  fouliblil;  duiiI.  Then,  Uicy  m«  bruacbt 
into  (lie  lnn»r  lodging  of  the  houu,  in  which  folding  doon  ojmxi  vpd* 
doliciouBgmrdcna,  nbura  ftpcw  and  cbU,  tto^  aad  monkoTs  urc  their  ati 
witli  wbum  tboy  mninlain  thvir  dial<igu«>8, 1'xervuinf;  orer  tli«m  tbcir  hi 
of  BD  ■Asuain,  uauriKT,  miirr,  at  what  their  Gtniut  bd  than  towhilil 
sidi«4^  After  this  miuinc'r  nrc  thi.'y  iniprihonml  during  tho  kin^'a  plca«anv 
btt  OTtlen  thuir  cuiv,  lu  teniuru  tbum  ti>  tfaoir  triun  agun  i  wbich  i.iiliiiiwlwi.' 
after  Ibctr  apiritdorctirvd  byareiitlcM  appolito  of  dmig,Mi]  latlMmokntioM 
hat«  not  tt  suitable  recruit,  tbey  linger  by  %  laBLing  Iouuum  Into  Um  ifeMl^ 
which  iihve  they  rpjiruoonlixL'* 

null  U  not.  buworvT.  thn  Datarti,  bill,  tho  Pupavtr  Strmnifemm.  Bcrni«T'* 
■cconnl  <>t  iJiL'  prBclitxi  in,  duubllcis,  invrL-  currcct  ibui  FryciV  "  Tha 
Pmst,"  he  wTil«*,  "  U  uoiliioK  cUe  but  [Hippy  expnisiKl  uid  inAued  ■ 
night  in  «r*tvr.  And  U  ii  thai  potion  which  ihoio  ihM  we  kcpl  at  Gw»liar 
or*  contmouly  nuuk-  lu  drtok.  1  inuftu  ihtMu  prini-ot,  whi»e  bM^lii  ih«r  thiok 
It  tit  uwt  to  cut  oK  Thia  it  the  Rnt  Uiiog  thiU  la  brougbt  to  thent  in  Iha 
maniiiig,  knd  th^y  havp  nulhin^^rsn  thnm  to  »>t  till  titnj  h»*«  dnwk  ■ 
grvot  cupful  uf  ill  thvy  would  luihur  k't  thvm  niarra.  Thi*  umadnlm  them 
exceedingly,  uid  makcMh  Ihom  die  ioMimhly,  th«y  lounj;  litda  hy  liitte  tfacta 
BBJasumling,  Md  srowiug  Urpid  and  kdm-Iub.  And  by  this  iM-y  idcmu  it 
la  Mid  thalSt[ich9r&hekuh,  Aloonvd  Bukib,  and  Suuleonwu  Sbskoli  wen 
doqw-tchcd" 

FrjMT  d«9cribM  the  fri«ntlB  ofniiiilu  wiiluiriai  ipving  tbcoi  the  "  ttatrf," 
U  a  pnpUsUon  for  biiralag— "  Whim  half  miul,  b!io  ttirnws  benwlf  iattt  tbo 
firei,"  Tararnicr  aUo  Hye,  In  spgaking  or  ibe  propuMion  for  the  SMt, 
**inuty  of  our  Eumpevu  aienf  opiniaa  that  to  lake  away  the  Ibar  ofilaKtfc, 
which  nacur»lly  lemftM  humiuiliy.  iIlv  prioU  do  itiit'  her  a  cnrtun  bertn^ 
t^  Htuprfy  uul  dbocder  lh«  unao^  whii^h  takM  fraiu  her  all  «ppr«lMMoni  qf 
bor  prpparatlou  fbr  dwth."  Captaiii  UanlUoa  abo  atatea,  that  KaM  of  lite 
ricCtiu  took  *■  Bomnlfio  modidDea,"  a&d  ttood  by  tlu  pile  uutU  Umj  full  un 
it  Khllo  Kslcvp. 

Hr.  !«««,  Adninl  Wat«uu'>  »iirgcan,  who  risllcd  India  in  17M.  aaya  thai 
— ■'  U  thn  Iddhkn  woinuii  have  iMuoMioii  of  any  »ocr«i  poiwD,  it  is  tbe  Mcd 
t.4  Uii*  ptuL" 
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dtatillation  of  Arrack.  This  Bhnukor  is  compounded  of  rice, 
opiom,  DAo/oorw,  and  a  number  of  other  poisonous  iogre- 
dicnts;  it  18  imported  from  Tippcrab,  mid  sells  at  the  rate  of 
1000  balls  (eocb  weighed  about  lOauuaa)  for  2^  or 3  rupees. 
This  is  also  frequently  added  to  the  Keitali  (a  fermented 
lienor)  priiieipiiJIy  used  by  the  ^rasstilmaans,  but  the  low 
liindus  also  indulge  in.  this  drugged  compound  diuing  the 
feast  of  tlie  Hull  * 

la  the  highly  valuable  [taper  already  eitcd.  Dr.  Oiraud. 
observes,  that  the  intoxicating  properties  of  the  indigenous 
spccica  of  the  genus  Datura  Itare  been  known  amongst 
Eastern  nations  from  time  immemorial.  The  botanical  name 
of  the  genua  has  been  adopted  from  the  Sanscrit  Dhntoora, 
They  have  also  long  been  employed  in  China,  (where  the 
Vhalaara  Ferox  is  used,)  and  iu  the  islands  of  the  Indian 
Archipelago,  to  facilitate  tho  commissioQ  of  theft  and  other 
crimes.  la  Bombay,  tho  cases  of  poisoning  by  the  species 
of  Datura  are  so  frequent,  that  the  natives  usually  recog- 
niae  tliem  by  their  charaeteriatic  symptoms.  According  to 
this  authority,  the  motives  which  prompt  tho  ndmiuiatrution 
uf  tho  poison  are  extremely  ranoua.  Frequently,  a  shop- 
keeper is  brought  under  the  iuducnce  of  tlic  drug,  that  his 
articles  of  merchandise  may  be  the  more  readily  made  off 
with :  very  often,  a  fortunate  fakeer  ia  made  to  yield 
up  the  oontributious  of  the  pious  while  thus  intoxicated. 
Jealousy  frecinently  apjwarfi  to  seek  revenge  in  the  use  of 
dhatoora.  During  the  preceding  year,  eight  persons,  a  man, 
his  wife,  two  childrea  and  some  friends,  were  brought  to  the 
Jamnctjee  Jcejeebhoy  Hospital,  all  auffcring  from  the  pfTects 
of  dhatoora,  which  it  was  supjtoacd  they  took  in  a  meal  prc- 
'pared  by  the  man's  other  wife.  In  Dr.  Giraud's  own  honso^ 
three  horsckeepera  woro  at  one  time  drugged  with  diuxtoora. 


*  Topograph jr  and  Sutblicit  (ff  I>acca,  p  SSOt 
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vbich  it  wna  believed  had  been  thrown  into  their  meals  by 
a  foarth, — a  man  of  (lillercut  caBtc,  nod,  Rt  the  time,  on 
bMl  terms  with  the  otherB.  The  fantastic  antics  that  «re 
exhibitcil  under  ita  action,  aometimes  tempt  to  the  use  of  it 
M  a  practical  joke — as  in  a  cohc  irhcrc  n  dog-buy  gathered 
the  8ceda  of  Datura  aiha  in  a  garden,  and  threw  them 
into  a  cook's  rice.  Dr.  ijiraud  is  informed  that  the  poiaon 
ia,  not  unfrcquently,  hftd  recourse  tons  a  means  offortell- 
ing  erents — a  person,  while  under  its  iiifiuencc^  being  nip- 
posed  to  bo  poaacssed  of  faculties  resembling  those  of  the 
Pjrthion  Priestess  of  old,  or  of  the  modern  profcaaora  of  clair- 
ToyaDce.  Notwithstanding  the  recent  prcralcncc  o(  Matoora- 
poisoning  in  Bombay,  Dr.  Girand  remarks  that  it  has  been 
only  on  the  presumptive  cTideace  of  its  characicristio 
symptoms  that  its  action  has  been  inferred.  The  poison  is  i 
admiaL3t«rcd  so  etcnlthily,  and  the  natires  are  so  back-  H 
vard  iu  udiog  the  causo  of  justice,  that  he  has  found 
it  next  to  impossible  to  obtain  poaitirc  evidence  of  the 
administration  of  the  poison,  or  to  trace  it  to  the  culprit ; 
although,  from  their  familiarity  with  its  nature,  and  with  tho  fli 
modes  of  its  admin islratiou,  it  ia,  he  thinks,  evident  that 
many  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  arc  acquainted  witlt 
tho  adepts  who  employ  it. 

He  finds  that  the  Secfis  are  nsuftlly  admiaistcrcd.  They 
are  powdered  and  thrown  into  rice,  bajrcc,  and  other  grains; 
or  mixed  up  with  cakes  and  sweetmeats.  Sometimes,  bow- 
ever,  an  infusion  or  a  decoction  of  the  Leaves  is  prepnred,  and 
introduced  into  the  vessels  in  which  food  ia  being  cooked. 
In  this  Presidency  also  the  Seeds  arc  usually  administered  in 
powder,  they  can  rarely  be  detected  vhole,  ta  in  tbe  casoi 
noticed  atpixOiJ  and  116,  and  in  the  foUowiug  iuatauccs.  la's 
Sopteiubcr  1833,  the  magistrate  of  the  24>pergunnahs  for- 
warded for  examination  a  auhstance  which  was  stated  to  have 
been  picked  out  of  some  evoked  ofAa//,  the  suspicious  of  the 
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|iei'son  eating  it  haring  been  aroa&ud  by  n  bitter  taste.  After 
eating  one  hnadfu)  of  the  d/iall,  in  which  Ibc  BubstaDCC  iv&s 
found,  thi»  person  fomitcd  ;  and,  witMn  auothcr  half  hour, 
becnme  ineeusiblo  from  the  same  cause.  Dr.  Mount  rcphed 
thiit  the  eubatanee  in  question  oousisted  chiefly  of  the  seeds 
uf  the  dAaiof/ra,  which  had  evidently  been  boiled. 

A  few  months  siuco,  one  Muxsamat  Bhun  Koonr,  being 
weary  of  leading  a  single  life,  had  recourse  to  a  barber  useful 
in  such  exigencies,  who  procured  her  rccommcDdatioD  to  a 
man  named  Kooraee,  vho  after  aii  interview,  approved  uf  her 
appearance,  and  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  lire  together. 
It  fell  to  her  lot  to  prepare  the  meals  for  the  family.  On 
the  fourth  day,  the  mau,  his  brother  and  mother,  were  dig. 
covered  in  a  state  of  insensibility  after  eating  their  dinner. 
The  femBle  was  missing,  but  upon  being  apprehended,  con- 
fesMd  that,  baring  taken  offence,  she  bad  dchboratcly  mixed 
»omo  of  the  seed  of  the  dhatoora  in  the  food,  but  declared 
that  bhe  ouly  wished  to  stupify  them,  to  enable  her  to 
make  her  escape.  The  Civil  Surgeon  found  a  large  quan- 
tity of  the  dhatoora  seed  mixed  with  the  food  which  he 
examined  "  but  eould  not  say  that  the  quantity  was  su^cient 
to  cause  death  to  persons  freely  partaking  of  the  same."  She 
was  Hcutcnccd  to  fourteen  years'  imprisoumcut  with  labour.'*' 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  H.  Cloghorn,  ofthc  Madras  Medical 
Serricc,  for  the  following  interesting  notes  of  a  case  of 
ptHBOning  with  the  Leaves  uf  the  dhatoora.-^ 

"  A  child  aged  2  was  brought  in  its  last  agonies,  the  frag- 
ments of  3  or  4  leaves  were  found  in  the  stomach.  This  case 
is  intcreatiDg,  in  as  £u  as  the  poison  was  traced  to  its  boutc«j 


*  Kiuunut  Adawlul  ll«port(t,  N.  W.  P.,  August  ISM,  |>.  183. 

I  Sec  kIki  ■  <!Mu  in  tchU'l)  llie  Itar-ei  ■jijii'or  lu  UsTO  Iwen  und,  uid  whirFi 
will  be  found  cIcmI  at  Icnt;th  in  tht-  Chapter  on  iK&utilV. — Niiaiuut  Atltti*^ 
hrt  Bcpoito^  N.  W,  P.,  2Siul  Apnl  ism,  p.  441. 
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and  I  believe  that,  iu 

resulted  from  eating  the  fi-uit  or  tcrdji. 

"  The  mother  of  the  child  was  reaping  iii  a  Ta^fftf  field, 
vhen  it  was  diseovered  that  her  two  ehlldrcn  were  eating  the 
ICHvcs  of  d/iaCaora,  a  leaf  wns  found  convulsively  gritspcd  in 
the  hands  of  one  of  thcnu  When  I  was  afterwards  takca  totbe 
spot,  the  plant  was  fouud  to  be  the  black  Uhaloora  (tUiaioora 
fa$tuQ6a),  which  is  esteemed  a  more  virnlcnt  poison  than  the 
white  flowered  species  (d/iatoora  alia.).  The  elder  child 
ijnickly  recovered,  as  the  Sulphate  of  Zinc  which  was  given 
ticted  immediately  ;  with  the  younger  oue,  nai'cotism  was  so 
great  that  vomiting  could  not  be  produced." 

Dr.  Oiraud  notices  it,  as  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that, 
although  administered  under  ttuch  dififercnt  eircumstancca, 
and  with  such  varied  motives,  dhatoora  should  so  seldom  prove 
fetal  in  Bombay,  that  not  a  single  case  in  which  the  effects 
of  dhatoora  could  be  directly  traced  has  terminated  in  death; 
and  that,  of  51  cases  which  were  treated  in  the  Jamsctjeo 
Jccjccbhoy  Hospital  during  the  preceding  year,  oaly  four  pre- 
sented vcr>-  alarming  symptoms.  Ue  considers  it  difficult  to 
determine  whether  these  comparatively  mild  results  arise 
from  a  careful  proportioning  of  the  poison,  or  whether  out 
Indian  indigenous  species  of  Datura  arc  possessed  of  less 
virulent  properties  than  those  of  the  Datura  atramonimn, 
of  the  fatal  eiTccta  of  which  instances  ore  not  wautiug. 

In  this  I'residcncy,  however,  aa  will  he  gathered  from 
cases  already  cited,  the  victims  of  dhatoora  poisoning  do 
not  always  escape  so  certainly.  The  following  instances 
in  which  death  resulted  from  the  practice  also  deserve 
notice. 

In  Angiut  1854,  a  woman  was  sentenced  to  death  for 
liavingt  upon  her  own  confession,  mixed  a  stupifying  drug 
with  the  atltrh  which  it  was  her  duty  to  cook  for  her  family. 
This  was  duue  at    the   iiutigatiou  of  her  paramour.     Tlie 
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result  was,  that  a  very  aged  mnn  waa  takea  ill  with  symptoms 
icsembling  tlioae  of  dhatoora  poiaoning,  and*  that  tbrce 
chilJreu  died,  after  liRTing  been  similarly  attacked.  Dr. 
Murray's  inquiries  led  liitu  to  belietc  that  the  children  died 
from  taking  dkatoora  or  some  similar  poison.* 

In  1852,  one  Mussumnt  Jussodoc,  living  with  a  widower, 
in  the  Hurda  district,  ta  hia  mistress,  destroyed  her  step-son, 
a  healthy  youth  of  15  or  IG,  by  mixing  the  dhaioora  tiecds 
in  bU  food,  telHog  the  man  that  his  son  had  gone  to  his 
aunt'a  in  another  village.  Six  days  afterwards,  the  man 
happening  to  go  into  a  tobacco  garden  to  the  rear  of  his 
premises,  his  attention  was  drawn  to  a  spot  which  a  jackal 
was  scratching  up,  and  ho  perceived  a  human  leg.  Further 
inrcstigation  led  to  the  exhumation  of  the  corpse  of  his  son, 
quite  naked,  much  decomposed,  but  idcutifinhic,  the  lower 
extremities  only  having  becQ  eaten  by  animals.  The  woman 
confessed  her  crime  and  was  apprehended.  She  acknow- 
ledged repeatedly,  even  in  the  Judge's  court,  that  she  gate 
the  boy  ten  pods  or  beads  of  dhaioora  seed  in  food,  to  kill 
liiin,  oa  be  was  always  quarrelling,  and  that  he  died  in  con* 
sequence.  She  adhered  to  this  statement  with  great  consis- 
tency. Eleven  days  after  death,  however,  a  po»f  mortem 
examination  of  the  body  was  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  at 
Iloshungabad  (70  or  80  miles  off),  lie  gave  it  us  hia  opi- 
nion that  rupture  of  the  ttomach  was  the  probable  cause  of 
death,  adding  that  the  organ  was  empty,  showiug  no  trace 
of  digested  food,  nor  any  indication  of  the  presence  of  dha- 
toora  teed.  (The  woman  said  that  she  pounded  the  seed  on 
a  lai^e  stone  and  then  mixed  it  in  one  of  two  large  roteea, 
which  she  baked  for  supper).  The  Judge  suggested  that 
the  state  of  the  Rtomach  might  not  improbably  be  dependant 
upon  a  natural  ^«/ moWem  condition.     The  Sfcdical  Olhccr 
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observed  that  the  decomposition  of  the  body  hiu)  proceeded 
to  such  a  dftgrcc  that  he  iras  unobJc  to  pronounce  an  opi- 
nion   fu    to  the   caiue  of  rupture  of  the   stomach ;  indeed^ 
under  the  condition  in  which  the  body  va.9,  he  should  haw 
been  douhlfnl    as    to  the  existence  of  the  Icuon  of  the  sto- 
mach prior  to  the  exlinctton  of  life,  hotl  not  gnimoua  blood 
been  found  contiguous   to  it.     The  Judge  again  inquired— 
was  it  strange  that  tligcsted  food  sliould,   in  the  course  of 
eleven  dafs,  bai-c  been  absorbed,  in  the  process  of  cormp- 
tioD,  so  an  to  be  no  lunger  treeeable?  [It  might,  unquestion- 
ably,   be  vcrj  diCScult  to  distinguish   its   presence.^     The 
Judge  then  commented  upon  the  seetning  opposition  betneen 
Hhat  the  medical  officer   deseribed  as  the  first  effect  of 
pwsoning  by  iVmloora,  vi:.,  n  condition  of  actire  maniacal 
excitement,   and    the    woman's    statement    that,   after  liia 
poisoned  meal,  her  rictim  lay  do«u  to  sleep,  and  she  sat   Qp 
watching  him  to  sec  the  elTcct  of  the  poison  ;  that  he  didnot 
itir,  but  passed  from  tlecp  to  death;  and  that,  when  about 
ApuJiuT  of  night  rcniaiucd,   iihe  found   he  was  dead.     In  the 
morning,  she  dug  his  grave.     The  Judge  considered  that,  if 
the  woman  really  did  administer  the  quantity  stated,  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  enough  to  kill  tcu  men.    As  far  as  he 
could  Icani   from   the   natives,  any  such  dose  would    have 
thrown  the  person   taking   it  into  a  stupor,  followed  by 
■peedy  death.    It  appears  nut  improbable  that  the  murdcreu 
mav  have  inflicted  viulcucc  upon  her  victim  after  he  became 
iuscueiblc,   or  the   rupture  of  the  stomach    may,  possibly, 
have  resulted  from  trampling  tlie  body  down  in  a  shallow 
grave,  perhaps  mhilc  life  still  lingered.     The  cnac  should  bo 
referred  to  aa   an  example  of  the  care  and  discrimination 
in  weighing  every  detail  of  evidence  generally  displayed  by 
Judges  in  this  country.* 

•  KtMUUl  Adawlut  ItopwO.  N.  W.  T.,  Juawj  xand  18U,  f.  4». 
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It  was  proved  oa  a  tritiX  at  Agra,  ia  tlie  same  year,  tliat 
one  Mossamat  Rookmn,  having  been  Buperseded  iu  certaiu 
villKgc  rights  by  a  person  nnmcd  Thukoorr,  emplovcd 
Cheetnh,  a  youth  living  at  »  distance  and  haring  no  concern 
in  the  matter,  to  mis  pounded  (/Ad/o&ro  with  6Atwi^  (dccoc- 
tioo  of  Tudian  herap),  which  he  gave  to  the  unfortuuato 
miui,  who  drank  it  in  the  presence  of  three  witnessed. 
Thttkoori'  mnoaged  to  reach  the  house  of  another  wituess, 
trembling  and  ill,  and  laid  that  Cheetnh  and  the  woman  had 
mixed  poison  in  the  b/ianrr  which  Xhcy  had  given  him.  He 
soon  after  died.  At  the  trial,  the  lad  denied  that  he  knew 
thnt  what  the  woman  gave  him  to  mix  waa  poison.  Tho 
woman  made  no  defence.  They  had  made  full  confession  of 
the  crime  at  the  thaonah,  as  is  uauul.  Ciieetah  was  Hen* 
tenced  to  death ;  the  woman,  as  an  accessory  before  the  fac^ 
to  imprisoment  for  life  with  labour.* 

In  1609,  there  occurred  a  fatal  case  of  poisoning  with 
dhatoora,  wUich  involved  seyeral  important  parlicukr*.  A 
woman,  named  Musst.  Sookhao,  while  on  her  way  from 
Benares,  fell  in  with  a  very  feeble  man,  nearly  80  years  old, 
regarding  whom  she  appears  to  have  had  previous  knowledge. 
Uy  \t\s,  retjaest,  she  gave  him  some  Hour  of  gram  and  harloj 
mixed,  which  she  had  with  her ;  they  then  walked  about  a 
koss  (two  miles),  when  the  deceased  wns  suddenly  taken  ill, 
and  tuld  some  people  on  the  spot  that  he  hnd  taken  some  of 
the  prisoner's  futloo,  and  was  imwcll,  desiring  them  to  secure 
her.  Be  immediately  after  became  senseless,  rolling  him- 
self on  the  ground,  tossing  his  legs  iu  cuuvutsive  motions^ 
and  foam  issuing  at  tho  mouth,  The  man  died  Jive  (taya 
afterwards.  Two  respectable  Brahmins,  whom  the  prisoucr 
and  the  deceased  met,  when  the  latter  was  first  seised  with 
illness,  also  deposed  that   the   prisoner   then  admitted  thnt 
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she  had  given  the  man  dhatoora  in  tlie  flour.  She  also 
appoarH  to  liare  coufessed  to  the  Police,  that  she  hnd  given 
the  dcccnscd  one  cbedam'ti  weight  (lesH  thaii  &  graiu)  of 
dhatoara  among  the  flour ;  that  she  had  seen  the  deceascd'a 
80D  give  him  lupccs  9  (which  ircre  found  on  the  dcccnMd) 
on  parting,  uud  thnt  &he  had  brought  the  dhatoora  on 
purpose  to  give  to  the  deccn-^cd.  Ecfurc  the  Magistrate, 
anil  on  trial,  she  positively  denied  that  she  liad  given  the 
deceased  d/iatoora  or  any  other  poisonous  drug ;  but  ac- ^| 
knowledged  that  she  bad  upon  her  a  small  quantity  of  that 
vegcttiblo,  allcgiug  that  it  uas  U5cd  hy  herself  as  a  cure  for 
certain  disorders.  She  further  stated  thtit  tlio  Police  liad 
extorted  her  confession  by  maltreatment;  some  flour,  and 
about  two  clicdani!!  of  pounded  stuB',  dcitcribcd  hj  the 
prisoner  aa  coutaiiiing  dhatoora  anddifTvreut  kinds  of  spices, 
end  nsod  by  her  mcdicinnlly,  weie  found  on  her  person.  ^| 
Tlie  Utter  being  raised  with  some  fresh  flour  was  given  to  a 
dog,  and  the  former  to  another;  but  neither  of  the  doga 
vere  at  all  alTccted.  The  native  doctor  stated  that  the 
deceased,  having  recovered  his  senses  preTioasly  to  Iii*| 
death,  had  told  him  that  the  prisoner  had  given  him  | 
dhatoora  among  the  flour.  The  Judge  of  Circuit,  being  in- 
formed that  one  Syud  Sulamut  Alec  was  a  man  skilled  ia 
the  art  of  medicine,  directed  the  fnlloving  queries  to  bft' 
proposed  to  him: — First, — Whether  dhatoora  would  cause 
death;  and,  if  so,  what  quantity  was  required  to  produce 
that  effect?  Secondly, — Whether,  if  such  quantity  were  mix*  I 
ed  vith  i  or  I  of  a  seer  (a  pound  or  half  a  pound)  of  floor,  b 
person  eating  it  would  be  ecDsible  of  the  smcU  or  taste? 
Thirdlg, — In  what  time  death  would  ensue  from  a  qnantity 
suIQcient  to  produce  fatal  efTectfl?  Sulamut  Alec  replied, 
that  there  was  one  kind  of  dhatoora  of  which  4i  raashos  (G3| 
gruius)  would  cause  death  iu  a  man  of  middling  strength; 
but  that  none  of  the  kinds  produced  in  that  part  of  the 
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country  cansol  death ;  thftt,  in  small  quantities,  it  vaa  a 
nieful  remedy  romeTcral  diseases;  but  that,  if  more  thautwo 
ruttccs  (2||gr8.)were  taken,  it  would  produce  iutoxicatlon, 
iuseusibilitjr,  or  madness;  audtbftt  tlie«e  effects  uiuallr  lasted 
tliree  days.  Tbe  surgeou,  attached  to  the  statioa^  also 
expressed  bis  opinion  that  dhatoora  vould  not  jiroduce  death. 
There  vim  read  iu  erideuce  an  extract  from  the  records  of  n 
former  trial,  from  vhich  it  appeared  that  IS  chedaras  of 
dhatoora,  mixed  io  the  juice  of  sugar  (caue),  had  been  given 
by  some  robbers  to  four  travellers ;  and  that,  from  the  nctiou 
of  the  draug'ut,  these  travcUera  had  been  deprived  of  their 
seuses  for  three  days,  after  which  the  effects  had  subsided. 
The  law  otRoers  of  the  Court  of  Circuit  declared  tbe  fact  of 
the  prisoiier'a  having  ndministcred  dUialoora  to  the  deceased 
cstaidislied  ;  but  that  it  was  uncertain  whether  his  death  bad 
been  occasioned  thereby ;  that,  there  heiug  no  pi-escribcd 
pL'uidty,  under  the  MiLhomcdan  law,  for  the  offence  of  which 
she  was  cooTictcd,  she  wns  punishable  at  the  discretion  of 
the  ruliog  power.  The  judgeof  circuit  declared  his  opiuioii 
that  the  prisouor  gnvc  the  dJtatoora  (which  ho  held  to  be  a 
narcatic,  not  a  poiHou,)  to  the  deceased  as  a  soporific,  for  the 
purpose  of  robbing  him,  withoat  any  intention  of  producing 
his  death,  [it  will,  however,  be  uoticcd,  that  the  point  regard* 
ing  the  quiuitity  of  the  poison  adminiatered  only  rested  on 
the  prisoner's  statcmeut]  ;  but  tluit  his  death  might  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  effects  of  the  dose  on  a  person  of  his 
advanced  years.  The  law  officers  of  the  Nizamut  Adawlut 
declared  in  their yiiiKur,  that  the  dhatoora  was  a  deleterious 
drD»:,  and  mi^'ht,  in  the  case  of  an  inBrm.  person,  occasion 
death ;  that  the  prisoner  was  conTicted  of  having  adtui* 
nistered  such  drug  to  the  deceased,  to  the  effects  of  which 
alone  hia  death  could  be  attributed ;  and  that,  tlie  offence 
of  the  prisoner  not  coming  within  the  Bve-fold  definition 
of  culpable   homicide^  as  laid  dovo   in   the    Mahoniedan 
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law,  slie  was  Imllc  to  discretionaTy  panishmcnt  liy  acoobut. 
The  Conrt  of  Nixamut  Adawlut,  having  no  doubt  of  the 
prisoner's  guilt  in  having  occasioned  the  death  of  the  dcccw- 
cd  by  nn  unlawful  act  comxaitted  in  the  prosecution  of  an 
intended  thcfc,  acutenced  her,  under  the  above  fuiwa,  to 
imprieonment  for  life.* 

lu  1S23,  a  man  wea  convicted  and  sentenced  to  10  year^ 
imprisonment  for  having  prepared  dhatoora  for  the  purpose 
of  sdminiatering  it  to  his  rirtU.  He,  however^  with  some 
appearance  of  rcracitj,  disclaimed  nn  intention  of  killing 
and  maintained  that  dhatoora  was  not  mortal. 

Death  resulted  in  several  of  the  other  cn»vs  of  drugs>»g  ^o' 
criminal  purposes  in  India  published  in  the  rccordn  of  the 
Courts.  It  certainly  was  not  proved  tliat  dhatoora  was  the 
poison  employed  in  several  of  those  iiistauces ;  but  any 
medical  man  vho  peruses  their  details  vill  decide  that  this 
was,  doubtless,  the  drag  administered  in  ncurlv  all. 

The  above  cases  must  go  far  to  explode  the  erroneous 
and  dangerous  opinion  that  dhatoora  in  to  be  considered  as 
a  narcotic  and  intoxicating  drug  ;  but  not  as  a  poison  cal- 
cnlated,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  to  destroy  Ufe — a, 
behcf  which,  forty  years  ago,  was  evidently  prevalent  botb 
among  Europeans  and  natives;  and  which  is,  doubtless,  still 
held  by  the  native  public,  and  their  Hukeems  and  Kobinjirm. 

It  is,  at  the  same  time,  necessary  to  observe  that,  vrhilo 
tbcrc  are  many  cases  of  fatal  poisoning  by  the  Indian  species 
of  dhaioora  on  record,  and  while  the  facts  before  us  can 
scarcely  leave  a  doubt  that  strong  adults  have  perished  from 
large  doses  of  the  plant,  I  have  not,  as  yet,  succeeded  in  find- 
ing any  unimpcachably  proven  case  in  which  death  was  caused 
by  this  poison,  Aerr,  iu  a  healthy  young  adult.  Cfaildrea 
and  aged  persons  have  commonly  been  the  sufferers,  and  tfao 
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cases  io  which  hcalthr  men  nud  women  hure  dietl  nftcr  being 
thus  drugged,  are  open  to  the  sunpicioa  either  of  the  dhaloora 
having  been  mixed  with  other  or  stronger  poisons,  or  of 
other  unfair  means  having  been  resorted  to  by  the  robber* 
after  their  fictima  bcci»mc  insensible.  However,  it  is  scareol^ 
nccessar}'  to  add  that  a  poison  which,  vhcu  given  in  rather 
moderate  doses,  kills  children  and  aged  pertons,  will,  if 
sufficiently  Imrgely  admiuisterod,  destroy  persona  of  the 
etroDgcat  conatitultoa. 

Our  highest  authority  in  toxicology  mainlaiaa  that  the 
"  Datura  iytramomum  has  decidedly  the  characters  of  a 
narcotico-trritant  poison.  All  parts  of  the  plant  are  poisoa- 
oaa."^  He  finds  that,  in  Europe,  (where  the  Datura  ccr- 
lAinly  has  not  more  virulent  properties  than  it  has  in  India,) 
"  several  fatal  cases  are  reported,  one  of  which  terminated 
in  fix  houra."  Among  the  fatnl  cases  cited  by  Dr.  Taylor 
are  thoao — (1.)  Of  a  child  aged,  two  yearn,  who  awallowird  16 
grains  of  the  secd»  and  died  in  twenijf'/our  kourt,  having 
been  maniacally  delirious,  the  symptoma  resembling  those  of 
hydrophobia.  (2.)  Of  a  medical  man's  child,  also  two  rears 
uld,  who  swallowed  about  100  needs  of  Stramonium  weigh- 
ing 16  grains  :  the  usual  symptoms  were  manifested  in  an 
hour ;  and,  although  30  seeds  had  been  ejected  by  vomiting 
and  BO  by  purging,  the  child  died  iu  twenitj-four  /lours.  <3.) 
A  woman  swallowed  u  decoction  of  the  bruised  seeds  (about 
120;)  she  very  soon  became  delirious,  threw  her  nrms 
about,  and  spoke  incoherently  :  she  died  in  seven  kourt.  (4.) 
Three  females  swallowed  an.  infusion  of  Stramonium  leaves- 
all  suffered  most  severely ;  stimulants  were  administered 
with  success  iu  two  coses — the  other  proved  fattJ. 

It  must  certainly  be  admitted  that,  although  the  dhaloora 
is  employed  for  crimiual  purposes  in  the  most  reckless  mau- 
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net — it  may,  pouibhj,  be  tru«  that  it  ia  not  giren  with  a  de- 
cided  intentioa  to  kill,  nnd  that  there  may  still  exist  a  popu* 
lar  opinion  that  its  effects  arc  not  deadly,  but  merely  intoxi- 
catiiie;.  Tlie  fact  <if  its  baviiig  been  numbered  among  the 
"  weak  polaouit"  or  actire  drugs  in  the  Shiustrn,  Duiy  explain 
the  prcraicnce  of  this  idea.  This  mar,  ptirhaps,  still  be  coosi* 
dered  to  weigh  iu  favor  of  prisoners  convicted  of  the  great 
rtid  exceedinglr  prcralont  crime  in  question.  Still  the  en> 
dcQCC  of  medical  witnesses,  in  such  trials,  cannot  be  otherwiji 
than  to  the  effect  that  dkatoora  is  a  drug  whick  it  at  eer- 
tavitij  and  as  rapidlt/  fatal  in  its  effects  at  Opium  i  and  that  it 
ia  scarcely  to  be  believed  that  any  culprit  can  have  lon^ 
practised  it«  administration,  iu  a  reckless  manner,  Trithont 
discovering  its  destructive  properties. 

The  clear  decision  of  this  (iitestion  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  moment,  since  the  law  draws  a  marked  difference 
between  the  crime  of  adminiatcriug  paiionotts  drugs  to 
|)er30us,  with  a  view  to  robbing  them  when  in  a  state  of 
insensibility,  and  thatof  adDiiuiHl»riiig  drugs  and  substances 
of  a  merely  intoxieating  character,  and  not  of  a  nature  to 
endanger  lifp,  for  the  same  purpose,*  Upon  this  subject, 
Mr.  Dampier  recorded  the  following  judicious  remarks  in 
commenting  upon  the  practice  of  the  tneetatttilhAt.f  "The 
drugs  administered  are  all  atopif^ing;  if  the  dose  ia  lar^ 
enough,  it  causes  deatb  ;  if  small,  stupefaction — not,  in  my 
opinion,  intoxtcatiou.  The  meetawallah  mixes  the  drug  by 
chance,  and  leaves  bis  rictim  to  recover  or  die  as  the  chance 
may  be;  and  L  think  a  heavier  punishment  than  six  or  seven 
years'  imprisonment  bIihU  always  be  given  to  this  class  of 
offenders;  I  would  never  give  less  than  imprisoament  for 
life,  as  snch  men  should  (like  the  thugs)  not  be  allowed 
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*  BcKufOTt'*  TliK«kt,  parn.  SIIEI. 
i  PoUcc  Report  for  ftnt  ux  uunilu  of  1841 ,  pan.  Va. 


IN    BBKOAL   AMD    TBE    M.    W.    PROVlKCtB. 


135 


agaiQ  to  be  at  large,  to  the  injury  of  the  community.  ThiU 
death  doea  not  ensne  in  every  case  i»  uot  the  fault  of  the 
meetawaUahs  admiuistcring  tho  drug  in  food  or  water;  it 
arises  flrom  the  merest  chancer, — whether  the  stomach  of  the 
receiver  is  full  or  ompty,  the  TJctim  robust  or  weak,  or  the 
quantity  of  mixed  food  swallowed  before  the  effect  of  the 
drug  Appears ;  and  it  is,  I  think,  a  mi&tnkc  to  charge  this 
cla^s  of  mincrcants  with  admtnisteriug  inlcjcicalinff  drugs 
when  the  parties  recover,  when  they  are  always  pouonouM 
drugs  dependent  for  their  fatal  effect  on  the  quantity  which 
the  victim  may  swallow,  or  other  circumstances, — not  on  any 
designed  will  of  tho  administerer." 

All  Bubseqaeni  experience  has  shown  that  every  Bpecics  of 
Dalura  is  a  Poison,  in  tho  strongest  sense  of  the  term  ;  and 
it  now  seems  to  be  generally  so  regarded  by  judicial  officers 
in  this  country.  Although,  for  the  most  pajt,  reckless  of 
couscquences,  it  would  certainly  appear  tliat  some  of  the 
dhatooreetu  and  meetatvalfaka  have  acquired  considerable 
sUll  in  apportioning  their  doses.  It  ia  probable  that  the 
possession  of  such  dexterity,  as  it  must  always  bo  an  evidence 
of  long  practice  nod  numerous  experiments,  will  not  be 
regarded  as  mitigatory  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 

There  exists,  among  Missioiiaries  in  this  country,  a  very 
strong  conviction  that  dkatoora  \i  frequently  administer- 
ed by  tLcur  relatives  to  natives  who  evince  nn  inclination  to 
embrace  Christianity.  I  have  been  authorised  to  quote  tho 
fullowiiig  passage  from  a  note  lately  written  by  an  eminent 
and  experienced  Missionary,  now  residing  in  Calcutta,  in 
reply  to  queries  on  this  subject :  "I  always  understood,  that 
the  drug  admiuiatored  in  tho  cases  referred  to,  was  the 
dhatoora,  in  small  doses.  The  symptoms  have  been  heavy, 
dull  eyes,  with  a  prostration  of  mind,  rendering  the  victim  an 
idiot,  and  hokin^  very  much  like  one,  with  a  listless  hea^'y 
couuteuance,  indicating  that   the   brain   has.,  somehow  or 
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Other,  boec  affected.  1  bclicrc  the  victim  can  b«  for  mooths 
iu  that  listless,  licarr,  dreamy  atatc ;  but,  gradually,  under 
a  proper  treatment  and  a  cliangetif  scenery,  I  always  hatrd 
recovery  was  possible.  There  vs  uu  mistaking  the  nymptoma 
of  ttic  poinoD,  as  it  transforms  the  victim  in  a  */iorl  time 
into  a  totaUij  differetil  bdnff  from  what  ho  was  in  hia  normiil, 
«tate.* 

I  have  only  met  with  one  rery  Tcceut  case  of  poisoning 
irith  dhatoora, — that  of  a  rather  elderly  sopoy,  who  waa 
fouud  in  his  bed  by  the  native  doctor  apparently  in  a  state 
of  colbipse.  When  I  was  called  to  him,  he  appcitred  greatly 
depressed,  with  fixedly  dilated  pupiin,  cold  surface  and  a 
remarkably  slow  and  feeble  pulse.  He  recovered  in  a  few 
hours,  and  then  confessed  that  he  had  been  drugging  himself 
with  dhaioora.f 


*  This  rsry  Importsat  (ubjeel  will  be  raeurred  (o  in  Ike  Cbtpkir  on  III- 

UXITT. 

f  Two  cAKM,  in  wliivb  IhiTNi  wfti  r«A«nn  to  brli'^^ro  Ui«t  MsJoorn  hti 
been  giT«a  to  trmretlcTH.  hntf^  *]ao  occun«<l  within  mj  D0U1.-1;.  In  ifac  fira  of  ' 
fhne,  two  p«iMo«  halted  at  a  villkgo,  in  the  CkilUgong  dittrirt,  nhvrc  tli«y 
(rirtalned  loinn  f<>od.  Aflcr  dinlnir,  they  lUriud  tot;eiher.  One  of  tli*in 
aStarwmrii  tounA  in  n  KtatA  vf  idiotcy,  «nil  many  (Lay*  clapfc4  b«for«  \m  ' 
sblalo  glraany  account  of  hlmMlC  lie  lliea  staU.1l  that  hii  bad  b«ooiMi 
(ihlo  aoan  sfttr  Itaiting  ihc  village,  and  iknt  li«  km-w  nvLbiog  of  Ua 
poninn't  j'alr.  A  skrlcMn.  tuppowd  ta  W  that  of  Iho  iniiKiii|;  lrat»Uir,  wu 
(amid  in  thx  jiin)>l«,  and  Mnt  in  tot  nmaiOMlioa.  I  Iwlierc,  bow«rt!r,  tkat 
Ifac  critnu  «a»  not  di>tmcUy  brnii(rht  hoou  to  any  poncoii.  In  llw  uthareua, 
R  nun  who  liatl  Imkii  a  natirc  doutur  «»■  •eiscd  witli  lyaipt-iui  of  iodonity 
aftnr  huviug  (m'^*'"^  <>f  f^  f*"^f-  ■«  «hirb  be  waa  Invited  vhen  an  hia  way  la 
Amkan.  Tbli  dmq  wu  undur  my  irvalnicnt  for  twn  nr  thrt«  daya.  dnrin( 
which  lu)  wot  uppatvntly  lufKiria^  from  a  rery  unu^Dsl  kind  of  oclebral  irri- 
UlIoD  i  lia  wai  excwdiojiy  volublo  and  excited,  apcakinj;  irith  ■  aiugular 
ibiuor.  which  evidootly  depvoded  on  a  c«rtain  dtpee  of  toed  paralyua.  Bia 
'  cyea  wtr»  Marine  ^"^  bluod-ahot )  but  there  wen  no  cviilrui:et  uf  iullamtna* 
lory  RMUk  tn  Uu  lyaMm.  Ha  wu  quiio  rational,  and  declared  hi*  oonricti«a 
dnl  lit  bad  bum  iraggti  with  Aatowu. 
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In  some  cases  wliere  the  dhatoora  U  giTeo,  insensibility 
occurs  ulmoBt  immeilidtcly  ;  tliis  probably  happens  wlien  the 
poisoQ  is  nd ministered  in  solution,  or  in  very  Hiic  powder.    In 
a  case  tried  in  July  1852,  the  prosecutor  declared  that,  wbtlo 
fi  ^ersoQ  wfts  handing  him  a  lota  of  iratcr,  tlie  prUouer 
enatclicci  it  away,  on  pretence  of  freeing  the  water  from  dirt  or 
straws,  and  then  gnre  it  to  him.     After  drinking  only  two 
mouthfuls,    and  complaining   of  the   bitt«r   taste,    he   fell 
down  insensible  within  forty  yarda  of  the  spot  where  he  had 
drank,  nod  did  nut  recover  his  senses  nntil  the  third    day 
nfUr.    When  the  seeds  arc  {^ivcn,  the  symptoms  continue 
as  long  as  an;  of  them  remain  in  the  iatcstinal  canal;  and, 
probably,  iu  many  caaes,  much  longer. 

There  appenr  to  be  three  sets  or  stages  of  symptoms 
observed  in  cases  of  poisoning  with  datura — 

1st.  Hendnchc,  dryness  of  the  throat  and  fauces,  faintnesa, 
difficulty  in  walking,  languor,  and  impairment  of  vision,  the 
pupiU  being  greatly  dilated.*  When  the  dose  is  consider- 
able, insensibility  rapidly  nupervcucs. 

2nd.  Maniacal  dcliriam,  floshciJ  face,  eyes  glistening 
and  in  constant  motion,  the  pupila  being  exceedingly 
diluted.  There  is  no  fever,  but  intense  thirst,  and  violent 
pcrspir&tioa  from  incessant  motion,  t/te  piilse  remaining 
very  $hw.  All  the  symptoms  are  noticed  as  having  a 
very    remarkable     resemblance    to     those    occasioned     by 

bcIUdonna.t 
Srd.    Those  accompanying  the  fatuous  couditioo  already 

described. 

There  appears  to  bo  no  drug  known  in  the  present  day 
■which  rcpreseuta,  iu  its  effectSj  »o  close  an  approach  to  the 


*  Ciura  hj  Mcisn.  Gootd  uiil  Tbuntun,  in  nlu'cli  faiir  pcracns  puloolc  of 
l^aconiaiainglhrMUlile-ipoonfubof  ttramoDiuin  wrda. — Me^lieal  Timitani 
^ £taalU,  loJ.  IT.,  10.13,  p.  )!■•. 

t  CsM  L>)-  Dr.  S^'Ufftivr,  ns  i|a9tc(l  by  Dr.  Tny lor. 
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tyatom  of  Stow  Poinoniay  belicrcd  by  tahuj  to  ha?c  been 
pmctised  in  tbc  Middle  Ages  as  docs  the  dliatoora.* 

Dr.  Giraud'n  obacrrnUoas  ou  the  Symptoms  nntl  Ttcatment 
of  poisouing  by  ttie  Indian  spccica  of  the  plitnt  being  the 
fullest  and  best  iu  our  litcraturej  I  have  cited  them  at 
length. — AprRsnix  C. 

[F(JC  further  d€$cripHon»  of  the  Symptoms  resaUmir  from 
poisoning  by  Stramonium  and  for  iaslraclioru  oh  the  re* 
COffitition  of  DcUarine,  see  Taylor's  "  TVeatise  on  Poisoa^' 
p.  p.  783,  86.] 

The  Dse  nnd  medicinal  and  toxtcological  effects  of  Cahsk- 
Biilsmcx, — [vem.  C/turrus  auA  Momeea  (the  concrete  juice) 
Bwtjr,  Suhjee,  Sidhee,  (the  larger  leaves  and  capsules  with 
the  stalks),  Cujtjah{X\m  dried  plant  from  which  the  resin  has 
not  been  removed),  Majaon  (a  confection  from  Bang,)], — have 
been  so  very  fully  described  by  Dr.  O'Shaughncssy,  in  hii 
Memoir  presented  to  the  Medical  and  Physical  Society  of 
Calcutta  in  1839,  and  in  Lis  Bengal  Dispensatory,  as  veil  m 
in  Dr.  Taylor's  Treatise  on  PoiaonSj  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 


*  Cttlonrl  lluagh  mrationa,  [n  lua  "  Proceedings  In  MiUtary  L*w.~  tliM 
Uie  natitM  of  India  havo  a  mods  of  tdniniiitoring  a  «nbtUiico  which  hmj  b* 
glrt^n  iiuidinasly,  in  unall  qnaotUie*,  lo  a*  to  cauM>  death  in  a  gircn  period, 
uid  Id  n  mannpr  *htL-b  ulitiU  not  Cftute  the  appearaii«fs  no  tba  bodj  m  m 
Uw  cue  o(  [luiMio.     Thia,  lie  ailili,  U  wuiUd  Iw  uuwitc  lo  publiih, 

It  u  now  genofftllj-  bcliuvvd  that  ibo  iraUoiiiin  ot  Ifao  Wildio  Agm  wetv 
B«T<T  lo  poateMloD  of  any  L-faeinlcal  agent,  the  i>|>«ratiugi  of  whJcli  coiiM  ba 
•■apaadad  nd  than  cnanifcU  icaclfia  tli«  ajatani  after  an  iaddiaite  iolanwl, 
<Tkjlar  on  roiaoni,  p.  38).  The  mitli  u(  thfi  lualtcr  [imbably  «aa  that  tbay 
«oiild  ao  a<cuisl«ly  appoction  tbrir  doata  »f  soma  irritsnl  (probablj  mtmaiaij 
potaoiB  aa  lo  c«iua  lh«Ir  Tictima  to  be  atuck«d  with  Chnmic  VgMnterf, —lixwa 
the  moat  prffrailinj;  diM«ae  amiM^;  all  tUiaaa  of  ponvaa,  frain  tlw  faSshcat  M 
tha  lo>««at,  throughout  Europo.  It  Is  wny  nuuarkablfl  in  ham  aMnj 
laaUncca  it  u  K-ft  aa  a  ntatlcr  of  historic  doobt,  whciber  petaoai  of  note  dM 
from  tba  eflL-da  of  I'tnuaai  or  of  Vjtetttery.  T1i«  vto*  at  Guttw  or  JUaimna, 
brolfaarto  Stiliaii  B^aaM,  (*  anpfHwcd  Tictlm  of  iho  Borsini^  anno  1M4}| 
Wakar  UeTvraiuE.  Kul  of  Km«x,  awl  Diidloj-  Barl  of  JUk«aler,  (Qi 
Elitabctb'*  fatorUr,)— may  h»  inataunJ  auiudj  othvn. 
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rcpcflt  them  liere,  although  ibcy  will  haT«  to  be  referred  to 
ta  the  chapter  on  insa^itv.  It  is  probable  that  death  may, 
not  iiiifrcquutlr,  result  froin  ovcr-doscs  of  Gunjali,  but  I  am 
iiot  a.narc  that  any  iusCancc  of  the  kind  has  been  recorded. 

In  tho  foregoing  chapter  cases  arc  detailed  (at  pp.  US, 
123  and  129)  in  which  dhatoom  waa  given  in  what  appears 
to  hare  been  the  common  fluid  preparation  of  Hemp — Bung; 
and  it  would  eectn  that  the  mixture  is  a  very  deadly  one.  It  is 
not  evident,  liowerer,  that  the  crimiaals  ialcudcd  to  do  more 
thau  administer  the  stronger  poison  in  an  intoxicating 
drink  much  used  by  the  Vp-couutry  people,  the  effects  of 
wlitcb  might,  possibly,  be  expected  to  conceal  thoic  of  the 
dhatoora. 

The  crime  of  niurrlcnnff  persons  while  intOKicated  bj 
llcmp,  is  one  which  might  be  expected  to  be  of  frc^iucnt  oc- 
currence among  n  people,  tlic  lowest  and  most  depraved  of 
whom  arc  continually  drugging  themselves  with  this  narco- 
tic, I  havCj  however,  only  met  with  one  recorded  instance, 
in  which  a  man  about  scTenty  years  old,  living  at  ^^yupoorie, 
was  couvicted  of  having  murdered  one  Himmut  Khan  by 
strangliiijf  him  while  iu  a  state  of  intoxicatiou  from  the 
effect*  of  bang,' 

The  general  iaedico>]cgal  circumstances  attendant  apoa 
poisoning  with  Ncs  Vomica  \Sirychma  Aur  Kowii^o— Vera. 
Yellie  Cvlay  ;  Tam.  Mmnda  ;  Tel.  Culaka,  Culaka  also  FwAa- 
mooafibeejum  ;  Sans.  KvcMla ;  Bcng.  Koodaka  doruada,  Cing. 
KoochJa:  Dauh,IIiiid, A'AantAW kdb^  ArAb.-(O'SbaughttCSST)  J , 
arc  two  well  known  to  demand  repetition.  The  Birtfchnot 
A'ltr  Komicfl  is  "  a  native  of  Coromandel,  Ccylou,  and  the 
Bengal  jaugles;"  it  was  noticed  in  the  woods  of  the  Car- 
natic  by  Fryer  about  the  year  107 1.  Mr.  Baker  says  that 
"  The  natiiea  of  tliniloostan  often  take  tho  Kuchilo  nut  mom- 
iug  and  evening,  coutiuuDualy  for  many  months,  bcgintiing 


*l<isuuiiLAdi«'hillipiiuru,I!l.  W.  P.  SiNli  JbIj  lfjti.p.4$9. 
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vitli  tlic  eighth  of  a  grain,  nnd  gradually  iocrcasiug  the  dote 
toaa  entire  nut,  or  about  SO  grcims.[l]  If  taken  immediately 
before  or  after  moalsj  do  iinplcasant  effect  is  produced;  bat, 
if  this  precautiou  be  neglected,  spasms  ore  apt  tu  eusue.'** 

"The  Nux  Vomiea  (Kusta,  Kiiptlu)  ia  lucutioncd  id  the 
Shastras  as  prepared  by  being  steeped  for  three  days  in 
conjee-«atcr,  and  thou  mixed  with  mustard  oil  and  other 
iQcdicines."t  Dr.  FleminK  beheved  that  the  dvug  was  seldom, 
if  ever,  employed  in  medicine  by  the  lliadua,  on  accouot 
of  its  dnugeroua  properties.  lie  adds,  however,  that  it 
in  sometimes  used  for  a  very  pernicious  purpose  by  the 
diatillcrs,  who  add  &  quantity  of  it  in  the  process  of 
distilling  nrroch,  to  render  the  spirit  more  intoxicatlog.        ■■ 

Commonly  as  the  Nux  Vomica  finds  a  place  amoD;^  the 
bazar  drugs  of  Seagal,  it  would  appear  that  it  is  by  do 
means  very  frequently  employed,  in  this  couutry,  as  a  means 
of  destroying  life.  The  Chemical  Examiners*  records  only 
contain  two  cases  in  which  there  was  any  satisfactory  rcaion 
for  concluding,  that  deiith  bud  resulted  from  the  ndmiuistn- 
tioQ  of  this  drug.{  Ono  of  those  cases  is  perfectly  clear  and 
convinciug.  ^m 

In  1853,  the  magiatrato  of  Goruckporc  forwarded  tho 
contents  of  the  stomach  of  one  Mungoo,  Mehler,  together 
srith  a  letter  from  Dr.  Atchison,  the  Civil  Snrgeon,  to  the 
following  effect :  On  the  1st  June,  at  9  a.  u.,  the  man  drank 
off'tt  bottle  of  common  bftxar  spirit,  which  he  had  purchased 
the  night  before  in  the  Goruckporc  bnsar.  Immediately  after 


*  TrKtiucliuu  lit  lb<t  Mcdliid  aud  riiy«lt»)  Society  of  Calcutta. 

tWi«. 

t  Id  Ihe  6nl  iiT  Uivto  c«*(i«  "A  buttl«  rontainin<;  a  uautt  c]tinmilr  of 
cMtmu  or*  Mumftclk"  wu  wot  fVnin  Prjrnti,  Tur  clicmknl  «xuiuiiiitkM>  lit 
18&3,  Hithoiit  any  inlurmMloD  rpf^rdiii;;  the  partirulart  df  Lho  rtuo.  I^. 
Uvnt  found  thai  it  Kstr  cridoncc  of  Uir  proM'iicr'  ufa  powerful  T(|[«)t«b1c 
btllM*,  which  praMKUNl  nMrly  tlio  cliancUra  ef  Stryrhniiu.  bat  tha  qusatily 
WH  BO  fxtrvniclj  minute  m  tu  prcivui  him  from  MCtrt*ininK  tlil>  «llb  such 
niuloubt«d  cfitaicly  w  i*  tbMlolcly  nMfsHij  in  ft  medicft-li'gal  cue 
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Jrinklng  tlie  liquid,  he  remarked  to  k  bjr-stander  "  bqidc- 
thing  is  wrong,  this  sbuml*  is  intensely  bitter ;"  sood  oSitv- 
•wnnis,  spnsms  came  on,  and  frightful  coDvuIsious;  there  was 
perfect  opisthotouoa  of  the  vtliolc  body.  Intellect  uraa  entire 
thn>ughQvi.  Oil  tlic  iibatcmcnt  ofthe  tetanic  conmbions,  coma 
succeeded,  and  he  died  iu  three  (jimrtcrg  of  aa  hour.  The 
liquor,  which  caused  death,  cost  only  three  pice,  whence  Or. 
Atchison  inferred  that  it  could  not  liavc  been  very  stronger 
intosicnting.  Dr.  Mouat  found  that  the  bottle  contained 
about  six  ouuccs  of  a  brownisli  turbid  fluid,  in  which,  with 
TCry  great  difficulty,  he  succeeded  in  detecting  a  trace  of 
stryclinine ; — if,  aa  lie  writes,  the  test  for  that  substance  is  to 
be  relied  u^n.  After  geparating  the  organic  matter  present, 
he  evaporated  half  the  fluid  to  dryness,  and  endeavored  to 
obtain,  from  this  rcstduo,  crystals  of  strrchainc.  In  this  he 
failed,  as  the  aiBOunt  present  must  have  been  extremely 
minute,  lie  then  treated  a  very  small  portion  of  this  residue 
with  strong  aolphuric  acid,  and  added  to  it  a  ^aio,  in  powder, 
of  the  Ferro  Cyanide  of  Potaariura  (  Red  Prussiate  of  Potash) ; 
upon  misiag  these  well  together,  in  n  watch  glass,  a  scarcely 
perceptible  change  of  color  to  violet  was  produced.  He  then 
repeated  the  experiment  with  another  portion,  &ubatituting 
the  Bichromate  for  the  Red  Prussiatc  of  Potash.  The  cha- 
racteristic violet  color  was  immediately  produced;  and,  as  it 
is  now  regarded  by  eminent  chemists  in  Europe,  as  the  most 
delicate  and  certain  test  of  the  presence  of  Strychnia,  he  was 
led  to  believe  that  the  individual  had  been  poisoned.  Dr. 
Mouat  further  recommended  au  inquiry  as  to  wUctlicr  the 
practice  of  distilling  alcohol  with  the  powdered  bark  of  the 
StrychnoK,  or  with  Nui  Vomica  itself,  is  known  to  be 
practised  by  nativex  in  the  bazar  of  Goruckporc.  He 
thought  it  difficult  to  suppose  that  it  would  be  resorted  to 
for  other  than  criminal  purposes,  as  its  intense  bitterness 
would  cause  its  immediate  detection  by  any  one  not  in 
a  state  of  intoxication.      We   have  seen,   however,  that 
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Dr.  Flomiug   long  ago    ascribcct  this  practico  of  drui 
Arrack  to  a  dcsigu  of  somewhat  less  criminal  character.* 

Opium. — Vern.,  A/eem;    Dulc,    Ufijoon;   Arab.,  Sheer-i- 
kush-ktuh:  VcK.,  Apaynum ;  Saus.,  (O'Shauglmes-iy,) 

PrcTalent  as  the  vice  of  Oi)ium-cnting,  with  all  its  direst 
cmacqucnccs,  is  ia  Bciignl;  especially  in  the  I^asteru  and 
SoQlhcra  districti^vaBt  uumbcrs  of  iufutuated  wrctchea 
having  accustomed  theraaclvca  to  consume  from  6  rutties  (9 
grains)  to  n  rupee's  weight  (180  grains)  of  nearly  pure  Opium 
daily ; — we  have  no  grounds  for  IjoUcviug  that  the  drug  is  fre- 
quently used,  in  this  iioit  of  the  country,  as  a  meous  cither 
of  suicidet  or  of  murder.  It  haa  beea  secu  however,  that  Dr. 
tEoDigbergcr  attributes  its  rather  frcijucnt  use,  as  a  poison, 
to  tho  people  of  Lahore;  &ud  I  observe  that,  in  his  Report 
for  October  1852 — March  1853,  the  Sub-A«siataut  Siirgcou 
of  Delhi  mciitioQ&  that,  out  19  coses  of  poisoning  scot  by 
tho  Police  to  the  Dispensary  during  that  period,  14  were 
instances  of  poisoning  by  Opium| 


*  Han  thui  nno  vus^Hoiis  rasn  of  iloalh,  occurring  shnrtly  aflor  drinUiig 
bIlUr  fp'iri;,  w'JI  bv  ruunil  in  ibi-  NU&imit  1tir[iortB  ; — a:t  tliv  fulioninc  ;  Cer- 
tain ponuiu  tntiti'ii  am;  Ramtloolub,  with  whom  tlicjr  biul  n  ilUfuto,  lu  th4>ir 
hoiuc,  uul  WL-lcomi.-*!  him  with  winu  (spirit  i),  uf  wlm-li  ibey  *11  partook,  Tbc 
witiG  Rrrt  htnnghc  being  «]>M>dily  doipattubi-tl,  ono  nf  Chont  ivmarkrd  that  Im 
\\iAti  but  Uc  or  belter  wino;  uid,  smcltn^  for  it.  pniir(>d  a  tcnatl  quanliij  of  il 
inin  a  vi;«»r],  t>tiil  prcsMiliil  it  to  Kunduotub  whu,  on  ilriakinit  it,  obMirrMi 
dial  it  wu  very  biitJ>r,  ami  thonl;  afU-r,  exclaiming  Ibnt  hu  f«tt  kit  body  oa 
fire,  and  tba.t  ha  IuhI  Uvn  poiaonnl.  brc«uii!  ni'iiaL-leu,  wtd  c:q;qTcd  id  a  few 
hcoirs.    It  wu  coQMilprMl  tbat  Iho  docraniul  dinil  hy  (ixocttiiiu  drtnLlng. 

t  The  only  cmo  of  alt«D])lU^d  tuiniJ*  by  Opium  whicb  bu  omriirr**!  within 
my  practioc.  during  Ui«  Lut  acr^a  yMra,  wai  Unt  of  a  rwpwubl*  EUiulii 
woman  who,  in  a  [>aroxy*m  vf  sdrot,  rwaltowed  a  nip*«'*  wmighl  (ISO 
gniiiu)  of  good  opium,  hanlily  rubbed  up  in  oil  1  law  liirr  early,  uid,  u 
Uw  divg  had  btm  sn«llowal  nearly  hi  *  volid  etalr,  xmetlcs  were  chirdy 
retitd  npon.  Hhv  fortunately  oontMiM  to  tak*  thL-ne ;  but.  alLbongk 
tvugiting  waa  >*fil  op  during  a  ^n-al  part  of  the  day,  ihe  remaincil  for  many 
buuM  in  Niuiilnrable  Awmgn. 

X  The  rnMuUnfi  ram  iren  s  by  DiMiocm,  uid  2  by  ArMBic. 
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Several  testunouica  concur  in  declaring  that  O^iiuni  was 
eommouly  cmjiloyed  amoug  those  tribes  who  systematically 
OeatroyBd  the  lives  of  their  female  children,  Mr.  >roD!go- 
mcry*  enumerates,  among  the  other  mcnns  resorted  to  in 
Goojcrat,  tho  ttdministnition  of  a  iraaM  pill  of  Opium  to  the 
child,  which  destroys  life  la  a  few  hours;  more  recently,  it 
haa  been  the  practice  to  effect  the  same  result  by  riibbiitg 
the  mother's  nipples  with  Opium.  Again,  a  ualive  authority 
states  that,  "Opium  is  not  imfrequcutty  made  the  instru- 
ment through  which  the  Rajpoots  perpetrate  the  horrifying 
deed.  The  manner  of  doing  it  is  tluis  related : — the  molUcr 
applies  it  to  the  nipples  of  her  breast,  and  it  is  insensibly 
imbibed  irith  the  milk  by  the  iufant^  and  has  the  effect  of 
cxtingnishiog  its  life.  A  Rajpoot,  who  is  in  my  service,  told 
me,  when  I  ajsked  him  for  some  information  upon  this  topic, 
that  his  countrymen  stick  &  bit  of  the  drug  to  tho  roofa  of 
their  infants'  mouths,  and  allow  thcra  to  remain  in  this  dan- 
gerous position  for  a  minute  or  two,  during  which  the  heat 
of  the  mouth  melts  the  drug,  and  it  is  taken  into  their 
system,  and  hurriEa  them  into  eternity.t" 

The  Police  Commissioacr'a  Report,  L,  P.  for  1851  refers 
to  a  case  in  which  a  woman  administered  Opium  forcibly  to 
a  child  with  whose  mother  she  had  quarrcllcil.  She  became 
insane  during  the  investigation.  The  snrac  officer's  report 
for  1843  also  allutha  to  the  case  of  a  mother  who  adminis- 
tered Opium  to  her  own  infant,  under  the  impression  that 
its  death  would  be  on  the  head  of  her  brother-in-law,  with 
whom  she  had  had  a  dispute  : — a  dcseription  of  crime  Tcry 
frequent  among  uatiTCS*  to  which  fuller  allusion  will  pre- 
sently be  made. 

The  Chemical  Esamiuers'  reeorils  supply  us  with  only 
three  cam  in  which  the  presence  of  Opium  in  suspected 

'  Punjab  Pupon  on  Vemol*  luloiilxoido. 

t  Co«*tje«  IttuHoiuJee  Uudjr,  l*riw  Haaity  uo  FviuilIo  Infuutlciilc,  Buubny, 
1«»,  p.  11. 
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matters,  or  in  ttie  atomnclk  after  death  vaa  fully  nnri  anex- 
ceptionably  tlemoustrntcd.  In  the  ilrst  of  tlicsCj  a  packet 
was  sent  dowQ  fur  aDHtyals  by  tlie  Magistmte  of  Shafajebim* 
pore,  with  a  request  for  infopmation  as  to  whether  the  pouoa 
(should  nuy  oxhl)  could  have  been  puurcd  down  the  dMCascd 
child's  throat  after  death.  Dr.  Mouat  found  the  pocket  to 
contain  n  small  quiintity  of  a  dark  brown  ponder,  iu  which 
he  detected  a  minute  amount  of  Opium.  The  Cbcmical 
Examiner  replied  that  it  would  he  difficultj  if  not  impossible] 
to  pour  any  substance  down  the  throat  after  death,  without 
the  use  of  a  tube,  or  some  other  mechanical  contrirancc. 
The  entire  abicucc  of  any  details  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  cose,  kowcTcr,  prevented  him  from  giving  any  more 
positive  opinion  ou  this  point.* 

Iu  the  second  case,  the  Sub- Assistant  Surgeon  of  Ramree 
forwarded  two  bottles,  containing  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
uud  bowels  of  a  Burmese,  whose  death  was  said  to  hare 
been  caused  by  tukiug  crude  Opium.  Nearly  all  the 
symptoms  and  post  vwricm  appearances  were  reported  as 
those  usually  met  with  in  cases  of  narcotic  poisoning.  Mr. 
SiddouH,  on  submitting  the  contents  of  the  buttles  to  analysis, 
detected  the  presence  of  Meconic  acid  and  Morphia. 

In  February  IS53,  the  Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  of  Oya 
forwarded  the  stomach,  with  its  contents,  of  a  man  who  was 
"  supposed  to  hare  met  with  his  death  from  poison  by 
Opiiun."  Mr.  Siddons's  examination  of  the  suspected  matters 
resulted  in  the  detection  of  Meconic  acid  and  Morphia. 

Two  other  less  ilemonstrative  cases  appear  iu  the  recordi. 
Id  the  first  of  these,  the  stomach  aud  its  contents  of  n  man, 
tlic post  mortern  exuuiuatiou  of  whose  body  revealed  every 

*  ThU  qowtjon  to  not  nnfrf'iiumtly  inootMl  in  Iiidia,  altboogh  I  outDOt 
[tf>ini  It  mnjr  woond  tiMtoncc  in  nkicli  k  bu  brcn  iiuuIl-  »  matler  of  puliUc 
Inqairj.  For  MJr.«*iituit  tmsohw.  It  U  «]Ui  wiuvb  ru  nrcl/  prMitit  any 
dilBi-iiIiict  t«  Uic  medical  officer,  ifauKgcttn)  pivvioiu  to  bis  eXAraiiUiUoiD  of 
the  bwiy. 


I 
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sign  of  poisouing  (it  U  not  said  by  vhat),  were  fonrnnlctl  by 
tbo  Civil  AH^stnnt  Surgcou  of  Aninigiirh.  Dr.  Mount  found 
that  Uic  cooteats  of  the  stomach  were  red  dish-brown  in 
(y>ltmrj  and  appeared  to  consist  of  half-digoslfJ  food.  Thia 
matter  smelt  strongly  of  Opium,  which  he  detected  in  it ; 
but,  in  the  entire  absence  of  nny  history  of  the  case,  it  was 
impossible  to  sa.r  whether  thnt  drug  wa.t  the  cause  of  death. 
In  February  1854,  the  Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  of  Cbitta- 
gong  forwarded  the  contents  of  tbc  stomach  of  a  Mussulmaua, 
who  was  stated  to  have  becu  in  good  health  up  to  the  day 
preceding  his  death  when,  nt  8  a.  v.,  he  took  food.  At 
2  P.  M.  he  complained  of  pEun  in  the  stomach  and  lay  down. 
He  coQtiuocd  to  complain  until  3  on  the  following  morning, 
when  he  became  iuscusihlc,  aud  died  in  two  hours.  His 
mother  accused  his  wife  and  motlier-in-lnw  of  poisoning  him; 
tbey  staled,  that  bo  died  of  cholera.  On  examination,  37 
hours  after  death,  the  body  was  found  to  he  stout  and  in 
good  condition,  with  no  marks  of  violence;  countenance 
composed,  pupils  dilated,  dark  bloody  fluid  ooiing  from  the 
nostrils.  On  dividing  the  scalp,  blood  flowed  freely.  The 
raembranes  and  substance  of  the  brain  were  highly  congested, 
there  were  slight  serous  effusion  beneath  the  arachnoid,  and 
considerable  effusion  of  bloody  serum  in  tbc  ventricles.  Tlic 
vessels  of  the  base  were  also  congested.  Heart  natural  in 
formation,  the  right  ventricle  cootiducd  a  quantity  of  dark 
congula,  the  left  a  smaller  quantity.  The  coats  of  the  large 
vessels  were  unusually  red.  Tfic  stomach  and  tnieslines  were 
distended  with  flatus.  The  stomach  contained  a  small  quan- 
tity of  viscid  blackish  substimce,  possessiug  a  peculiar  odour, 
iuid  mixed  with  a  few  flnkcs  of  npparently  half-digested  food, 
nnd  shreds  of  woody  fibre.  There  were  no  traces  of  inflam- 
ination  in  dther  the  stomach  or  tbc  iutc»tiiics,  the  mucoua 
coat  bsing  pale.  Doth  large  and  small  intestines  contained 
abundance  of  healthy  faeces.     The  Uuddcr  was   distended 
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with  uriac.  Tlie  tongue  and  Dostiils  verc  stained  ot  the 
same  color  as  that  of  the  matter  found  in  the  stomach.  Dr. 
BeatsoiL  inferred,  from  these  appcarauccB,  that  death  had 
becD  cnused  by  some  narcotic  puisou.  Dr.  Macaamara  aa- 
eortaiucd  that  the  suFipected  fluid  contaioed  some  olkidoid, 
soluble  iu  dilute  [muriatic  ?]  and  Acetic  acid,  and  precipi- 
tated from  its  acid  solution  by  Ammouia.  lie  csamiued  the 
crystals  under  the  microscope,  and  believed  them  to  be  those 
of  Morphia;  hut,  owing  to  their  small  quantity,  (the  fluid 
received  uot  beinp;  more  than  tn-o  drnchms,)  enough  of  the 
fluid  could  not  be  obtained  to  be  treated  irith  the  liquid 
test*  for  Morphia.  From  aimilar  caascs,  Meconic  acid  could 
not  be  detected.  He  therefore,  although  firmly  bclicring 
that  Morphia  vas  pres^ent  in  the  liquid,  would  hesitate  to 
affirm  the  fact  on  oath. 

I  have  not  met  with  any  facts  which  would  lead  to  a 
belief  that  Opium  U  used,  iu  this  country,  to  facilitate  the 
commission  of  theft.  The  action  of  the  drug  is  less  rapid 
and  certain  than  that  of  the  Dhatoora,  its  taste  and  amcU 
are  well  known  to  all  aatires,  and  cau  scarcely  be  disguised, 
and  pcreous  habituated  to  the  practice  of  Opium-catitig  ara 
not  easily  bocussed.* 

la  1853  one  Musst.  Newlec  confessed  before  the  police 
and  the  joint  magistrate  of  Sbalijclianpore  that,  haTiog  beeu 
beaten  by  her  husband,  she  mixed  a  pice  weight  of  Opium  in 
dal,  wbieb  lie  partook  of  and  w unt  to  sleep  :  she  Uicn  struck 
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*  In  a  ouo  of  (hell  liy  admblitvrlng  pubon  Irinl  at  AllnbAbail  la  I8M, 
thtr  (tritMiM*  d«vUM  tbni  th»  protMuior.  wtiik  in  hii  coTnjtanv  kt  a  bnHhd, 
vu  one  pan  of  a  imAll  iimnlity  of  opium  ot  which  ho  (ili«  prboim)  Uo  two 
pWU.  AMftrding  to  tlM  priwocr'a  Mc«unt,  botr«vcr,  tli«  pro»i>ctitwr  <Ud  boI 
iemtne  ioinuiblu  until  ibu  fDlloiria|)r  d«.y.  and  il  wu  shown  in  tbc  bviiJ 
thkl  ibe  «t«to  of  ioMndUlitj  n)n[iimf"l  llin(<v  days.  Tbc  ilrtiK  ^tcn 
I»roh«blj-,  lllutoor*.— Nlxamai  A<Uirlul  afporu.  W.  W.  P..  S3td  Jsa.  f8M  ' 
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liim  ou  tlio  neck,  face  and  bselc  and  he  died  imme- 
diately. The  cixil  surgeon  found  tliat  the  deceased's  lower 
incisor  teeth  were  knocked  in,  tind  a  portion  of  thcjav 
broken ;  and  that  there  were  other  superficial  wouuda  nppu- 
reotlr  ta&icted  ailer  death.  The  depotsitioa  mcDtions  that 
these  injuries  vcrc  not  sufBcient  to  account  for  death.  The 
stomach  was  full  of  food,  but  no  trace  of  poisou  could  bo 
found.  At  the  SesHiona  Court,  the  prisoner  denied  her 
former  confesstOD,  snying  that  it  was  made  through  fear. 
The  judge  observed  that  the  conclosion  of  the  medical  officer, 
that  the  nvounda  on  deceased  were  not  sufficient  to  account 
for  death,  prevented  the  BuppOHitiou  that  death  waa  caused 
by  them  alone;  but  bis  conciusion,  that  they  were  caused 
after  death,  because  there  was  no  hiemorrhage  from  them, 
was  not,  be  considered,  obvious,  because  the  witnesses  to  the 
•oomthal  mentioned  that  there  was  much  blood  spilt  on  the 
charpoy.  Ue  noticed  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  food 
had  been  analysed;  therefore,  the  assertion  that  there  were 
no  traces  of  poison,  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  lessen  or  inva- 
lidate  the  coaclosion  afforded  by  the  circumstances  of  tba 
case,  and  the  prisoner's  confession  that  Opium  was  adminis- 
tered. If  the  deceased  had  not  been  in  a  state  of  stupor,  it 
would  bo  difficult  to  understand  how  he  sboold  have  remain- 
ed lying  qaiet  on  the  charpoy  while  a  number  of  painful,  but 
not  disabling,  tvounds  were  bciug  inflicted  upon  him.  The 
quantity  of  Opium,  weight  of  one  pice,  would  be  about  tea 
and  a  1ia1f  masbas,  or,  in  apothecary's  weight,  nearly  three 
drachms ;  tliis  would  furnisli  to  oveu  a  small  portion  of  the  dish 
of  dal  more  than  suSicieut  of  the  drug  to  destroy  life.  The 
judge  considered  that  there  remained  a  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  death  of  the  deceased  was  caused  by  the  poison,  and  whe- 
ther the  crime  prorcd  should  be  murder  by  poison,  if  death 
were  caused  by  that  and  the  wounding  togetlier;  it  seemed 
quite  possible  that  injuries,  otLerwisc  of  trivial  cfTuct,  should 
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have  proved  futnl  to  a  umu  iu  tUe  dangerous  stupor  caused 
>)y  Opium,  aud  wliicli  w  so  often  succeeded  by  fatal  inseuM- 
bility.     Sentence, — Dcnth.* 

Oases  in  which  Children  are  Dni^rfed  with  Opium  Ay  thtir 
Nurses  arc,  unhappily,  of  by  no  menns  upfrequcnt  occur- 
reuce  in  India.  T'lro  cases  of  tltc  kiud  bare  bappCQcd  with- 
in niy  own  knowledge,  nltbougb  not  io  my  pmcticc.  I 
believe  tbntj  iu  ouc  of  these  cases,  deatb  tcsultcd.  Tfae 
other  occiitTcd,  not  long  since,  iu  the  practice  of  my  fncod 
Mr.  Bedford,  of  the  General  Hospital.  Tlic  infant  was 
completely  narcotised,  aud  wiia  reatorcd  with  great  difEcullr. 

Mr.  Jamca  Taylor  mentions  that  the  practice  of  ginog 

Opium  to  iufuuls  is  very  common  among  birod  Mu&sulmaou 

nurses.     It  is  commenced  when  the  child  ia  a  few  days  old, 

aud  is  generally  continued  until  it  is  four  years  of  age.     The 

drug  is  administered  under  the  impression  that  it  defends 

the    child    from    culd  -    but,    more   often,   uilb    a   view  of 

quieting  it  when  troublesome ;  and  the  prnctiee  is  freqaently 

carried  by   native   nurses  into  European  families.     DcAtLs 

from  an  overdoao  arc,  be  believes,  of  freq^nent  occurrence. 

VVitbin  eight  montba,  be  bad  scon  two  iristnuces  of  infautji, 

under  the  age  of  ten  mouths,  who  were  thus  accidentally 

killed  by  it,  and  be  knew   of  another  case,  in  a  European 

family,  where  tbc   parents   attributed  tbe   loss  of  ft  ckild 

to  it-t 

A  few  years  since,  one  of  tbc  medical  ofbcere  at  ^Vllahabad 

compltuned  of  "  certain  savage  cuatoms^'  prevalent  iu  that 
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•  NiMinnt  Adkwlut  Saporu,  H.  W.  P.,  33^1  June  \ii2.  p.  7Sr.  It 
nccmi  likely  lliki  ibo  opinion  of  the  Uodical  OlHccr,  ttiki  liic  woaml*  iror* 
iDllickd  bftvr  dmith,  im  bot^d  npui  f>hfui>to|;l(«I  obscTTKtion  of  tbnir  c^ndi- 
liun  :  and  tt.  appears  probable  that  woundn.  es^lally  luperGvial  woondit  is* 
Hictcd  Dpoii  a  pcr*gn  laWuring  under  tUat  vxin-iuu  uuaditlon  of  cwtfaral 
and  pulmoiuiry  ccngntioo  which  prfcmlei  dttith  from  polKining  by  a  buvqUb, 
would  aoL  prM«ni  ilw  tuual  a]>p«ar»nRw  vt  trviuitls  iaf9ictv<I  duriag  lift. 

r  Oih  Citat.  ^  laa. 
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citf,  whereby,  at  or  About  the  second  month  of  its  iaf&utilo 
life,  every  child  is  made  to  take  Opium,  or  some  other  nnrco- 
tic,  or  wine  to  lull  it  to  sleep.  "  This  unnatural  and  cruel 
practice,"  he  sars,  "lias  gained  so  firm  a  footing',  in  that  city 
in  particular,  tliat  even  the  rich  mothers,  who  can  easily 
afford  maid  servants  for  their  children,  nay,  who  have  them 
already,  indulge  in  it  frequently.  If  for  a  time  they  abstain, 
it  is  with  no  very  good  results.  The  ample  opportunity 
oflered  to  the  mother  by  this  inhuman  conrsc,  and  the  very 
few  nombcr  of  times  she  is  required  to  sncklc  her  child, 
induce  her  aoon  to  orcrlook  the  evil  and  dangerous  cunse- 
qucnees,  and  to  resume  the  task  of  destruction."* 

Mussamut  Bala,  of  the  city  of  Bnrciliy,  was  tried,  in  185-i, 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  the  infant  (38  days  old)  of  a 
native,  by  admiuistcriug  Opium.  The  woman  had  been 
engaged  to  suckle  the  ebihl,  and  the  father  deposed  that, 
four  or  live  days  previous  to  its  death,  she  refused  to 
continue  in  service.  The  Sub-assistant  Surgeon  stated  that 
he  found  the  child  dying  with  the  symptoms  of  Opium  poi- 
eooiiig,  and  affirmed  that  tho  prisoner  made  confessioti  in 
his  presence  of  having  given  to  the  infant  a  piece  of  Opium 
of  the  siec  of  a  pea.  The  Judge  remarked  that  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  it  is  not  the  custom  of  the  people  of  that 
country  to  administer  Opium  (though  it  is  frequently  in  use 
by  them  as  a  sedative  medicine  to  children)  to  infants  under 
forty  days  old.  The  father,  however,  appears,  at  first,  to  have 
coufirmccl  the  woman's  statement  that  the  infant  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  taking  a  daily  dose  of  Opium,  and  tliut  ehc  had 
unwittingly  increased  the  dose  heyoud  the  oriliuury  or  daily 
portion.  Ue  added  that  he  rcgardci)  the  rcault  aa  accidental, 
and  that  bo  wished  to  lay  no  charge  against  the  nurse.     He 


*  As  need  in  Ckunben's  Fmpen  for  UkO  Feopla,  vol  9,  p.  16.— Tb 
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nftcrwards,  howCTCr,  ssscrted  to  the  contrary.     The  Supe- 
rior Court  acquitted  the  prisoner.* 

In  these  cnse«,  the  Opium,  reduced  to  a  piwte,  ia  UBiialiy 
smc&rcd  upon  the  child's  tongue,  where  its  characteristic 
browQ  appearance  should  be  sought  for. 

It  will  be  bIiowu,  iu  the  chapter  on  Inpinticidk,  that 
Tobacco  has  been  systematically  used  in  the  Gwalior  and 
Agra  Districts,  &c.  as  a  means  of  destroying  young  infant). 
The  first  of  tho  following  cases,  is  even  of  a  darker  character. 
The  second  is  merely  a  recent  instance  of  this  ancient  atrocity. 
Mussnmut  Jiunna  vras  tried  at  Agra  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  bcr  nen-boru  male  infant  by  administering  to  it  pounded 
Tobacco.  The  chowkcdar  of  the  village  in  which  tho  woman 
had  resided  for  many  years  stated  that  she  was  a  widow ; — a 
report  having  arisen  that  she  bad  given  birth  to  an  iUegiti- 
mate  child,  he  went  and  taxed  her  vith  the  fact,  which  she 
dented.  Upon  his  repeating  his  inquiries,  she,  after  aomo 
demur,  produced  the  child's  body  in  a  basket.  Blood  was 
flowing  from  the  uosc.  No  dhye  (as  is  usual)  assisted  at  the 
birth,  nor  was  the  fact  of  her  pregnancy  even  reported  by 
her  or  her  mother,  but  he  sulwequently  admitted  that,  some 
time  previously,  the  woman  went  with  him  to  the  thannah, 
and  the  prisoner  promised  that,  if  a  child  was  bom,  it 
shoold  be  properly  cared  for!  Two  witues&es  testified  to  her 
having  confcsncd  that  nhc  gave  tbc  child  Tobacco.  She 
confessed  this  to  the  police,  and  before  the  magistrate,  but 
inaiutaioed  on  trial,  that  the  child  died  from  natural  causes 
Tcry  shortly  after  birth.  She  was  found  guilty  and  sen- 
tenced  to  imprisonment  for  life  in  transportation.f 
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•  Kmmnl  A*»h1u(  Heprnti.  K.  "W-  P-,  SOUi  M«ch  ISlt,  y.  831.  8m 
also  a  can  ta  wUofa  a  wntcbod  wumtu  uf  Mutuv  wu  bcIWcd  to  have  en- 
4e«<ron»d  to  deaUej  lur  tabnl  by  Opiun.  sod  Uion  uposed  it  in  t  drj  wcU. 
— /M.  33(4  Una  ISM,  p.  1441. 

t  NuuDuL  AdftwUl  ttcpoTl(,n.  W-  F..6tli9«v.  I8SS,|>.  1311. 
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Id  the  same  yenr,  tho  suspicions  of  the  police  at  Agra  were 
excited  by  the  fact  that  the  pregnancy  of  the  wife  of  one 
(ihaaooiidcr,  a  rajpoat  thakoor,  had  aot  been  refpstercd,  aa 
required  by  rules  shortly  before  promulgated  by  the  magiii- 
tratc  with  a  view  to  cheek  the  prevalent  crime  of  iofnuticido. 
Consequently,  when  the  chowkeedar  reported  the  biith  aiid 
tmiuc<Iiatc  death  of  the  child  (n  female)]  an  iinraediate  inres- 
tigntioD  took  place,  and  the  grandmother  of  the  ebild 
admitted  before  several  witnessoa,  who  attested  her  written 
confession,  tlint  ahe  Lad  killed  the  child  by  giving  it  Tobacco. 
The  priaouer  was  aculeuccd  to  imprisonment  for  life* 

Pluhhago  Rosba. — Vera.  Lai  Chitra,  Chitraca  {Hacta 
Chitraca,  Fleming)  Sans.  Chitra  molttm  and  Kodivoylet, 
Tam.  Chitttnnol;  Duk.  Chita:  iiind.  Chitra;  Beng.  Shi. 
larridtfe;  Arab,  Tmabe  ecdiivU ;  Hort  Malab.f  This  acrid 
plant,  as  well  as  the  P.  Eckopea  ;  Vern.  Chitra  I'ani,  Sana, 
and  the  P.  'Akyuilvdica,  Chita,  H.,  Chitraca,  S.  (Fleming)  ;  ia 
cultivated  in  the  gaidcna  of  Bengal,  and  a  paste  made  with 
the  roots  is  employed  in  native,  and  even  in  Kuropeaa 
practice,  aa  a  very  active  and  useful  vesicatory.  Great  light 
has  been  thrown,  by  the  reaenrch  of  Dr.  O'Shaughoeisy,  upon 
the  Dse  of  the  Lall  Chitra  as  a  poison,  especially  ns  adminis- 
tered by  the  nativca  with  a  view  to  procure  Abortion.  Wo 
learn,  from  tbe  Bengal  Dispensatory,  that  ao  essential 
principle,  Plamhagia,  was  dbcovcrcd  iu  these  plants,  by  M. 
Duloug  in  18S4.  It  abounds  cliiclly  iu  the  bark  of  the 
root,  and  i«  thua  prepared  : — tbe  bark  of  the  root  is  acted 
on  by  ether,  the  ethereal  tincture  mixed  with  water,  and  the 
ether  recovered  by  distillation.  The  watery  liquid  is  thcu 
boiled,  and  filtered  while  hot ;  on  cooling,  crystals  of  /Vu/m- 
bagin  are  deposited;  the  process  is  to  be  repeated  aa  long  as 
crystals  are  procured.     Flumbagiu  occuxa  iu  brilliant  yellow 


*  Kruunnl  Adswhit  At-puris.  H.  W.  F.  9Ui  I>w.  18311.  p.  I4c:s. 
t  (>'9hai«hnrw]'. 


1$Z 


f>X    MEDICAL   1VB.U 


crystals  of  sncctisb,  but  acrid  and  hot  taste,  easily  fusible, 
pnrtiftlly  volatile,  scantily  soluble  m  cold,  freely  in  boilin« 
water,  very  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether,  in  the  concentrated 
ncidtt,  nnd  iu  alkaliDC  Kolutions,  with  which  it  strikes  a  deep 
reel  color ;  with  hydrate  of  nlumina  or  sub-acctato  of  lead, 
(V  crimson  red  colored  precipitnto  ia  forrticd,  which  cod- 
stitulca  a  very  valuable  and  delicate  test,  avnilnble  iu  mcdioo- 
logal  iuquiriea.  The  root,  in  its  various  forms,  continuea 
Dr.  0'Slmughnc5sy,  is  much  employed  as  a  poison  in  India, 
and,  Hs  an  irritant  to  occasion  abortion,  it  is  introduced  into 
the  vagina  and  appUcsd  directly  to  the  ueck  of  the  uterus.*' 
In  a  crimiual  case  of  the  former  kind,  iu  1837,  he  succeeded 
in  detecting  the  poison  by  acting  on  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  with  alcohol,  conccntrELtiDg  the  tincture,  rc-di&- 
solving;  iu  a  small  quantity  of  boiling  water,  and  addrng 
the  aub.acctate  of  lead,  by  wliich  the  very  characteristic 

,  red  color  was  immediately  occasioned.  It  is,  however, 
mentioned  proraiucutly  by  tbis  authority  that  there  are 
other  yellov  coloriag  matters  which,  vith  allcaliea,  present 
Rualogotu  appcarauces ;  but  that,  to  aay  one  vho  take* 
the  trouble  of  comparing  the  elfcct  iu  a  aches  of  cxpcri- 
nicnta  on  such  arliclea   aa  turmeric,  rhubarb,  calumba  root, 

~tlie  Mishmcc  tceta,  &c.,  no  difficulty  will  arise  in  his 
deciaion,  if  plumbago  be  prescut.  Rhubarb,  perhaps,  ap. 
proaehcs  nearer  than  any  other;  but,  with  caustic  magne- 
sia, rhubarb  gives  n  ycllowiah  brown,  witile  plumbago  gives 
a  crim&oa  sediment.  In  illustrition  of  the  delicacy  of  tbis 
process,  ho  adds  that  five  grains  of  powdered  plumbago 
were  mixed  with  eight  ounces  of  putrid  blood  aud  Glth  frum 
the  di«8ecting-room ;  dilute  sulpiiurie  acid  was  added,  and 
the  mixture  warmed   aud  strained  through  cloth.     A  nearly 
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*  It  will  be  Men,  la  the  mnailca  oa  Crimliwl  Aburtion.  Uiu  tlib  rool  b 
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colorless  solution  yraa  obtained,  tliis  was  treated  willi  ctlier, 
aud  the  ctlicreal  aolation  separated;  on  mixing  tliis  with  a 
weiik  solutiou  of  pottisli  in  irater^  the  characteriatic  crimson 
color  at  once  sppcared. 

Tbe  records  coatoia  tvo  lattancea  ia  wliich  Men  were 
poisoned  by  the  Lall  Cliitrn.  la  Mny,  1843,  a  vORina 
livin-  in  liowrah  confessed  thnt,  being  on  ill  terms  witU 
lier  liusbaud,  she  pounded  a  small  piece  of  reddish-colored 
root  which  had  been  given  to  her  and,  mixing  it  with  milk, 
gnre  it  to  her  hnshnnil,  who  wns  taken  ill  iu  about  two 
hours  nftcr  awnllawinf;  it,  nnd  died  after  baring  vomited  ten 
times,  nnd  being  purged  once.  Tlie  Civil  Assistant  Siirgeoa 
observed  n  slight  flush  of  inflammation  on  tbe  siirfftocs  of  the 
ntomach  and  small  intestines.  The  stomach  was  preserved 
unopened,  hut  the  miicoiu  mcmhruno  of  the  intestine  coiiti- 
nous  with  it  was  observed  to  be  highly  injected.  On  openins; 
the  stomnch.  Dr.  fttonat  found  a  small  qnantity  of  fluid  of 
n  det'p  colTee-color  with  a  few  grains  of  half.dige*tcd  rioo. 
The  surface  of  the  organ  was  much  corrugated,  and 
covered  with  small  patches  of  inflammatory  blush.  On 
Analysing  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  some  of  the  matter 
vomited,  and  the  rcmttins  of  the  food  said  to  Iiare  been 
talten  by  the  deceased,  Dr.  Slouat  could  detect  no  trace 
of  any  mineral  poison,  but  obtained  distinct  evidcnec  of 
the  characteristic  appearance  produced  by  the  fjall  Cliitra. 

In  October,  1 853,  the  Civil  Aasinant  Surgeon  of  Aisimghnr 
forwarded  the  stomach,  trith  its  contoots,  of  a  man  snppoacd 
to  have  died  by  poison,  together  with  a  substance  fonnd  near 
tlie  body,  and  supposed  by  the  Police  to  be  poison.  The 
stomach  was  rc<«ived  by  Dr.  Mouat  in  an  advanced  state  of 
decomposition,  but  still  exhibited  traces  of  inflammatioD, 
and  was  foaud  to  contain  Lall  Cfaitra.  The  substance 
sent  WM  also  found  to  be  a  portion  of  the  root  of  the  Plum- 
bago  Kosea.  Further  reference  of  the  use  of  this  poison  will 
be  found  under  the  bead  of"  Criminal  Aborlion.^' . 
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EMPLOVUEXT  OF  I'OISOSS  BY  NATIVE  PRACTITIOSERSl 

There  is  every  reason  to  lielieve  that  the  ignorant  native 
doctors  iu  this  coaittr^  by  no  means  unfrequently  admiuUtcr ' 
pniijonous  ilrugs,  in  the  trcfttmctit  of  disease,  wilh  so  much 
iudiscrction  nud  recldessiiess  as  to  cau»c  deatli.  As  such 
cases  occasionally,  tliough  rarely,  arc  fuuiiil  to  call  for] 
mcdicu-legal  iavestigntion,*  a  brief  allusion  to  the  chief 
of  the  deiidl^  remeilies  employed  by  these  Kobirajim  and 
Hukecmfi  will  uut  be  out  of  place  here. 

CrpRi  SuLi-BAB. — TuCit/a,}i.,  Tutt'ka,  (Fleming.) — lamea- 
tioiicd  iu  tbc  Sbiistras  as  one  of  the  mineral  poiaoni  which 
tnny  be  used,  in  a  diluted  form,  as  uiediciucs.  A  case  camo 
nutler  my  notice,  about  four  yciira  siiicc,  in  which  there 
vas  reason  to  believe  that  death  had  beeu  accelerated  by 
rathcr  small  doses  of  Sulphate  uf  Cap|ter  injudiciously  prc- 
Bcribcd.  The  body  of  an  unbealtliy-looking  native  who  had 
bceu  under  treatmont  for  bowel  conipiaint  by  n  kohirnj, 
and  luul  died  rnthrr  suddenly,  yroa  brought  to  me  for  cxami- 
uiition.  I  cuuld  only  discover  marked  signs  of  irritation  in 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach.  This  organ  was  ^^ 
nearly  empty,  as  there  hud,  doubt lesH,  bceu  some  romitiDg.  ^M 
I  could  not  detect  a  trace  of  copper  in  its  scanty  contents, 
hut  one  or  two  shreds  of  vegetable  matter  retained  a  deep 
green  color,  not  usually  found  after  the  process  uf  digestion 
has  commcaccd.     Two  or  three  pills,  cuataiaiug  very  coarsely 


'  la  Oi-tAbcr,  1833,  Dr.  Maujtt  rKwirei]  Tar  rlif-micsl  cxkmiKftli.^a 
lb«  >lun>lu-li  vt  B  n»ti«g  wtio  bad,  ]iy  wiatuliC.  sirallunvil  k  fluid  Kcdicin* 
preMribtHl  bjr  %  hukcam  Tor  vxt«ni«l  us*,  in  conKoqnmm  of  wblfh  h*  di«4 
the  MOie  ev«iuDg  with  Hymjitunu  of  irriupt  pouunin;;.  The  Chitnic«l 
BxaniiMT  (ul«>il  1«  Altetvot  any  pniiMi  r*«ogniMbt«  by  «h«iiilc«l  ImU  in  Ik* 
inttftntpd  iianiach.  aod  cunncdrml  tliat  tho  irritant  mnUT  had  piotialily  hasa 
vJKtnl  by  vocniting.  llvr  *ory  juillj  addt-d  llist  tlic  caaC  WM  «twltaSlj 
■ccidcntal,  luid  Ihat  no  criminality  cautil  atiacl)  to  Ihn  hokotim,  na  aucib  uwl- 
danu  nigkl  twfipen,  and  have  bappravd.  In  Uirhaoil*  of  rarvfal,  iiiiiaiii<iiniiiai. 
E4iropean  practttMwra. 
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pouQilcil  Sulphate  of  Capper,  mixed  with  some  green  sne- 
culcnt  ve^t»blQ  matter,  vcrc  scut  in,  as  specimoiu  of  tho 
medicine  which  deceased  had  tukcn.  It  appcnred  probable 
that  none  of  the  piLlii  lind  contained  more  than  a  grain  and 
a  half  or  two  ^ainx  of  the  Sulpliate  ;  hut,  although  a  large 
do8C  of  tliia  salt  may,  of  course,  be  given  ns  nn  etnetie,  it  iti 
probable  that  do-ses  of  one  or  two  grains,  coarsely  powdered^ 
repeated  frequently,  would  caiuc  death,  br  gastric  and  in* 
testiuid  irritation,  especially  if  prescribed  when  the  murniis 
meoibrane  of  the  intestinal  caual  is  in  a  state  of  vaxeutur 
excitement.  The  cute  was,  I  believe,  viewed  upon  my  report 
as  one  of  misadventure.  A  rather  doiibtfiil  case  of  poisoning 
b;  some  salt  of  copper  occurred  in  Februarv,  1854.  The 
Civil  Assistaat  Surgeon  of  Umballah  forwarded  two  pills  for 
examination.  It  was  stated  tlint  one  pill  of  the  same  kind 
had  caused  the  death  of  an  individual  in  that  diatrict,  who 
had  received  it  from  a  "K&har"  on  the  roud.  The  uattvc 
doctor  who  ex&miued  the  body  8t:ited  thut  he  was  unable  to 
detect  any  marks  of  poison,  and  that  dciitb  had  oeourred  by 
other  and  natural  causes;  his  report,  however,  waa  not 
relied  upon.  Dr.  Macnamarn  found  a  small  quantity  of 
Copper  in  each  of  the  pills. 

lu  1811,Ur.O*Shaughncs8ymeutioaed  that  cases  of  poison, 
ing  by  Sulphate  of  Copper  Imd  occurred  in  Calcutta.  Tliat 
geiiileman  ducovered  that  one  of  three  suspicious  powders 
forwarded  to  him  fur  examinatioa  by  the  Civd  Surgeon  of 
Uooghly  was  Acetate  ov  CorrKa  [Zangar  and  Pitrai,  U. 
Piiaiala,  S.  FJeraiog.)* 

The  Bisu  BoBEE,  or  Bish  Baree,  appears  to  he  almost  uni- 
versally  resorted  to,  hy  the  Bengalee  praciilioners,  in  cases  of 


■  I  And  It  muntianiHt  in  on«  of  llui  Niciunut  A<1u<v)ui  lUjiurU  N.  W.  P. 
thai  iliv  wou-T  In  Hhich  a  ci>|i|H^r  piw  liiu  bueii  liuik-d  a  cotiMiliTiMl  by  iliu 
DitU*M  of  ibnt  pkrt  of  Iho  caunliy  lu  «  nsofiil  pmotir.  It  i»  almivkl  nMilL-M 
to  t»y  that,  if  tulorNbly  purw  water  1w  a»i.-<l,  it  aa  reosice  no  divIilUIc 
•■Jtuixtuiv  in  tliia  pruoM*. 


fever,  where  tlie  symptoms  do  not  yield  readily  to  milder 

remedies. 

In  iiQ  interesting  paper  on  this  subject,*^  Bnboo  C. 
Aloitrc,  Sub-AssiBtant  SurgeoD>  Knttore,  mentions  tbat, 
thoiigli  it  is  a  mutter  of  great  difGculty  to  oacertniu  the 
position  of  BUh  Barec;,  it  appean,  from  liiii  inquiries^  th 
the  following  substani-es  are  its  primrijial  ingredicDta : 
fVhiie  Arsenic,  SuJphuret  of  Anenic,  Sulphur,  Mercunff  no 
tlie  Seeds  of  the  Croton  "nglitim  poanded.  Tliero  are,  he  add*, 
Tarioua  forms  of  Bi»h  Unrcc,  aomc  containing  tlio  mildest 
vegetable  poisons,  otla-rs  tbe  more  powerful.  Snake  Poisoaf 
is  said  to  be  an  ingredient,  but  the  quantity  used  cannot  be 


*  BvDgiLl  HnrkAFU  Medical  and  SciMiliflc  GuMtO,  Mnj  Slnd,  ISS9. 
t  Kiir<>i>ciin  I'liviLcioiis   r<'M<)ii>£  in  lbi>  £>at   Imie,  in  sorcnl  InstMioo,  ai- 
luwi'd   tbcir  MtcnliHi^   ardour  In  uoirun  tholr  diMTCtiun  in  oxi>eriiDMitt  vftu 
Snalio  poUon.  B*    lui    iutfrnal  ri-uieily.     Meiutv,  si  cllod   by  I>r.    Tsjlur,  <le> 
leribcd  tlw  rrp<r  pvifn  as  having  n  sharp  Imrnlng  tAilvt   When  a  drop,  tndl- 
lulad.  na  plnc«<l  nn  ;hK  loncii*.  (li*   urgan  bwame  *«tollen,  aad  then  wm  t 
MiiMtion  of  Mir«Deai  w  likch  n'm&med  two  or  thnf«  day«,    RnMcU  appBtd  OM 
drop  of  ike  poiaun  uf  the  eotrm   in    Ht  l""nrr  nir-l  fnititl  iifiil^lirw,    ll  il 
«<>tniii<>iilv  Huid  [hai  it  mnjr  b«  iwatlowod  with  impiinity,  but  Dr.  llmug  R^itftd, 
tihilu  rvaiUiii-;  al  Surinam,  ihut,  on  ukiii-;  ci-cn  •mall  'loici  of  it,  murh  lUluUd 
with  iruur,  trry  pm-itpiibU  «f!i»ctji  ir<<n>  pmdao»d  i  Ruch  M  pauw  thruDgbiMI 
tlie  bud)",  abundant  HCTslIoD  of  nuvus  from  tho   nciwi  and  lasopbagus,  aul 
diarr)i«c*(Trcalii»an  PoJaoaa).  A  r««*iit  iavastigat^r,  Dr.  J«tU>,  KM«rt*  tbat 
aiiah«  [K-isnn.  thoagh  IuIcImr.  U   nol  hannti>n  wh»n  laltMi  intotba  ttooarii. 
3>r.  Iloni^bcr)^  apfwar*  to  b«  a  bcli«t«r    in  ibu  mviUcInal  * irlu«  vf  nfpanl 
|iouoiL     n«  toUa  ut  lliat.  un  «iw  ooOBsion,  ha  prvpanxl  il  Trum   tbw  vinu   of 
the  Atf'u  Naja  i  anvilicr  tino,  lie  procured  It  ^iii  ibat  of  lb*  AfpidcK-lo- 
nton;  ttam  whirbsTer  obuinvd,  ihens  apiiUMnsl  lo  bim  tu  b«  little  diffi>rwtMw 
in  the  effitcta  prodoctd,    lie  pnparca  il  bj  pxproaaiog  a  drop  of  tlie  linpid 
fluid  IWwi  the  poiBon  gtaad  of  a  liviiif;  inkk*,  eutuuDgl/  bMurtd,  upon  a  utmll 
lump  of  Hifsri  thii  ia  inntaiitly  ilrposiicd  in  a  parcclaln   mortar  and  lab- 
jMt«il  to  Irilumlion  with  a  fo«r  ilru|i4  of  BpiHl.   Tbe  powdpr,  wh^n  kluktift  up 
\n  m  drachm  of  proof  atHril,  b  fit  for  lu*.    It  la  In  bo  krpl  rmiti  ibe  tij-hl,  aad 
to  be  well  kbak«n  up  befor*  It  U  adiilini«t«i«d.     On*  drop  ronnllluto*  a  doae. 
Etvh  in  thia  homixopathio  qtaatlqr.  tb*  rensdy  appear*  lo  haru  b«ni   wvn* 
than  tha  diMAM. — **  Uuinbling  in  (be  bomU,**— for  wbkb  II  it  aloae  twum- 
DU^nd«L 


ly   BBVOAL   AND  TBt   N.   W.   FROTISCtS.  1S7 

nncertnincd  with  ccrtninty.  Munk'n  not  unfrciiucntlv  qsccI  ; 
tbe  wliole  o(  these  ingredietita  are  not  alwtiya  com^undcd 
iuto  the  «niDe  mitss ;  xny  tu-o  or  three  of  these  form  n  boree. 
The  Biiboo  regards  tiio  Bisb  Bareo  as  a  powerful  excit> 
ant,  determining  bluod  to  the  liend,  and  iocrensitig  the 
frequency  aod  fuIaMit  of  tbe  puUe,  acting  on  the  pulmonary 
Cleans  aa  nn  irritant,  producing  at  first  a  drr  cough  and 
siihAcqncntly  nccumuliitiou  of  mucus  iu  Ihe  broucliial  tubes. 
Ic  also  acts  asa  pawerfulirritaat  ontheabdominnlorgaiis, — 
vomiting,  diarrhoea  and  hiccup  being  the  usual  cfloctit  of  its 
exhibitjoD.  It  excrcitcs  a  similar  infiuencc  on  the  bladder 
and  kidneys,  inducing  strangury  and  diminishing  tbe  quanti- 
ty of  the  uriae.  It  can,  somctimca,  give  hse  to  retcution 
of  urine.  Still,  singularly  enough,  the  Babtw  considers 
that,  when  due  cauUou  ia  observed  to  prescribe  thia  medicine 
only  iu  cases  "where  there  arc  no  local  couiplicatioua  exist* 
ing" — its  effect  being  more  or  less  thiit  of  a  iilimulant  irri- 
tant upon  almost  all  the  organs  of  the  body — "  it  is  a  very 
useful  agent ; — Ammonia  is  not  half  so  efficacious  I" 

Bjiboo  Isscrchunder  Gaiigoolyi  nov  of  Iloirrah,  liaa  alsQ 
written  a  brief  accouut  of  the  fiish  Boree,  which  Le  says  is  a 
generic  term  comprising  a  large  group  of  medicinal  prepara> 
tionsj  the  chief  of  which  is  Aconite;  though  many  metallic 
eubatanccs  enter  into  their  composition,  the  principal  of 
vhtch  are  Mercury  and  Arsenic.  This  gentleman  also  consi- 
ders that  there  are  some  of  tbe  Rwiattna  which  arc  much 
more  powerful  atimubiuts  than  any  which  ore  to  bo  found  in 
our  Pharmacopoeia.  The  chief  of  the.se  are  Baboo  Gopanl 
Boiic'aiVa*;  KaJanul ;  Saochika  Pilh ;  Juran^koosh  PiUt;&aA 
the  Rambawn  PHI,  Some  of  these  contain  Arsenic,  Poison  of 
the  BUck  Cobra,  Opium,  and  Sulphate  of  Copper;  and  others 
Aconite,  Realgar,  &c.* 


•  BmW^   UurUsru  3le<lic«l  •nil  Scierdfit  Gaigtlo,  fur  rU  Fcbniory  and 
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I  liare  only  oucc  had  nn  iioperfcct  opportunity  of  noticing 
tlie  ill  effects  of  this  remedy, — io  the  person  of  a  SlieriMitadar 
of  high  caste,  uhom  I  visited  ia  the  laat  st&go  of  fever, 
altbouj^h  he  obstin&tcly  refused  to  submit  to  treatment  by 
our  medicines.  I  found  him  supported  by  pillows,  speaking 
very  rapidly  and  incoherently,  but  in  a  low  and  brokcu  voice  ; 
hia  eyes  were  suukpii,  but  iuflumed  and  fcrrcttj,  his  akin 
dry  and  tight,  liut  out  remarkably  hot;  his  toDgue  psrchcd, 
shrunken  and  vividly  red  at  the  edges,  evidencing  severe 
gAJtric  or  intestinal  irritntion.  The  atmosphere  of  tbo  room 
ill  which  he  lay  was  inteiijcly  hot  and  close,  and  loaded  wilh 
the  odour  of  miuAr.  The  brahmia  who  sat  beside  him  iater- 
dicted  all  interference  with  hia  case,  except  the  odmintstra- 
tion  of  a  dose  of  quinine,  which  he,  however,  instantly  spat 
out.  He  died  in  a  few  hours.  My  friend  Mr.  Herbert  BitiUie, 
of  Uooghly,  informs  mc  that  he  has  succeeded  in  SAriog 
more  than  one  patient  poisoned  by  the  Bish  borce  or  Rusavn 
treatment.  Previous  to  death,  the  stiite  of  i-xcitcment 
described  above  gives  place  to  collapse.  Having  been  called 
to  patients  in  this  klter  stage,  he  has  succeeded  in  arousing 
the  vital  powers  by  the  prompt  use  of  Ammoiiia  and  other 
diffusible  stimulants. 

Cases  of  poisoning  by  those  medicinal  preparations  of 
Mkhccry  which  arc  in  common  use  among  the  inhabitants  of 
India,— as  by  the  Eed  StLFHuarT  (factitious  dnnabar) 
//tiiywof  ( vermilUou)  Sheniferf  H.  (Fleming,)  "  JhirxhUmaJ' 
iimilar  to  our  corrosive  sublimate  (Houighcrgcr)  and  \tj 
Haacapur,  a  mixture  of  calomel  aud  corrgaLvc  su^tlimatc,* — are 


• 


I 

I 


*  A  e«M  at  luppaMd  poUoniag  by  Rtneapir  nr  Riukapocr  wu  tried  Up- 
«ianuy,»few  yeiuttlnatt,  li  tUttrm  tip^vM  BUpiitii^ii.Bs  invultiiig  >  CKutkm 
•galnot  rolianc«  upon  tha  itutcniMiUof  iiDgxp^Bncnil  rhpinim  Jng— tio«w  of 
llfp  Biiil  itculh.  Gaurno  wan  ln«d  for  the  murder  of  MuuL  \Vaio#nin.  ■  pro*- 
tilaU',  hj  |HM«i>ii.  It  ■ppciirc^l  lliat  ibc  pritoocr,  who  hid  in  illicit  Iniinuuiy 
wUi  Iba  dacMMd,  rixileil  lirr  nn  a  curuin  dny.  rnijcMl  hex  uuU  and  gnta  fan 
■netaiaati.  AAur  aniing  ih?M,  Iho  waiiiiu  htgnn  Li  ronipUin  t.f  hkrwR 
cmmp  in  hot  liiub*  and  tuogMi-,  iukI  waa  purged,    &liu  n  »i  Ukrn  Ui  i|i« 
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not    likel;  to  cnU    very  frequently  for  the  opinion  of  tlie 
medical   witncs;;.     Aa   interesting    case   of  puisouing  in  a 


CotwBl««.  v)i«t«  she  ixpostS  od  oath  thu  Ooure*.  thmt  tnomltig,  ptTe 
hwsoDWtbtnf  lo(A«mfaiM;>ndtl]«tberft!0t  uid  anna  were  rnunfvil  >nil  her 
slMUwh  wai  uriimi  When  h*  ^ce  it  lo  bor,  ho  donxiMl  Imr  :  and  said  ihni 
the  wi*  Dot  to  ^ivc  any  to  trr  fotmln  conijinnion.  llo  pt*v  hrr  Iwo  |)ii»;v9 
Cdo  danah)  and  win*  broltUD  pirce*  *it  tlirtrtrnte.  Rh«  dinl  ibortlj  ■fU-r 
tin  ndcniMiua  to  llie  Dujo-njiiiry.  'J'Uu  Jiub-AsKiituni  ^rgeon  !•  raporisd 
to  hsTc  fpi^n  (li«  I'ulUiwiag  oxtrkonlinkrjr  eli«nii«sl  «Ti<loaco  (in  thq  kbseoco 
of  Ehfi  Civil  5uri;:c'in.)"The4l*mMoilwaa,on  her  arriral.  in  b  •»(«  of  iiiM-n- 
libiliiy.  IlMiring;  ibiit  hIil-  wu  aupposod  to  liavc  tAk«n  polton,  be  extrs<-lHl 
tbc  oonUni*  of  b«r  ttoiaMil)  bj  ihc  itoniiieh  pump,  lie  took  •  •mull  portion 
of  thi;  cuutruu,  kiid,  liuviiig  loixL-d  ■  smnll  quantity  v(  nitric  aciJ  uml  t/ 
eixrliaaalt  of  pulaa  icilh  it  [^:],  Wilifd  \\\v.  ubolir  tugnlher,  llii'ii  fillered;  End, 
afU-r  fUtcrinK,  buiti>il  tbc  li>iuid  to  thu  cunnutviwu  of  «  >j'rup:  Uiui  Uu  tlii-ii 
■pplivd  lijdro-aitlpburct  4f  uuiauniu  («  tttu  *j7up  which  imnicdiBtoly  pr«ei' 
[litnCMl  a  hliu'li  »ubtbuiee.  lehkh  ica*  the  uilphtrrt  of  mtrrmy."  [Nut  u  liiiglc 
nuril  is  given  iii  »iil>i(laiilittliaig  of  thin  luui-riinn] ; — "  thai,  from  this  Ivet,  It 
VTM  dour  ihiit  cnrniaiiw  (iibliiniil*  tiul  lii'i>n  luliniiiiatvu'd  i  that  be  dIsv  aub' 
mitied  the  »yrup  to  knuLher  mm,  riz.,  hj-drUidata  i>f  p>iU»M,  whkh  Uionlil 
hmv*  oeeasii^iuid  s  rud  pn!dpitab\  but  it  did  not ;  Ibal  thin  wna  prfiliably 
owing  to  Ika  euh»t*tico  whtoh  wna  ■dminitUTnl  b«in;|  UuiJiopaor,  which  i* 
mil  pure  toiTMivs  •uhlinftte,  hciDj;  mixed  with  caluineli  that  ha  aliiixiib* 
luiltnl  lilt  liyrup  tu  otbtf  1e»la,  vii.,  annuuiiiiu-'i)  Ditrati.'  nf  silrfp,  ameDoniaoo 
•ii1]ihiiin  at  coppar,  nad  pFoCMiiiiriat«  oi  tin;  hut  that  tl>«<  tmuII  iii  bII  m»«  not 
aaliifucuiffj  ancl  from  ihr  Kaair  r*ii*c."  Tbut  ihr  n-omiiii  rnme  In  her  w<iu«'* 
■ftvrlhd  aliHiitch-puiiip  nn*  nnc^t,  nnd  «pnkg>a  Utile  loan  old  n'oiumu  w-ha 
waa  in  altrnilanc*  «a  h«r,  nud  then  rdapaeil  into  her  furmcr  state  in  whkh 
she  oonllniDd  np  taber  dnih,  whii-h  ini>k  placa  ahnitt  an  honr  aftpr  hvr 
■dmitaiftn  into  Iha  DiupmuHf^r;  thai  ho  did  nil  asic  hor  anr  iiii^tinn*  itiiriof; 
the  taicrTal;  (hat  he  (thin  w^a  nt  lUf  roncluiiun  of  hi*  dopviition)  did  auk 
hf>r  ainne  qiiaaiiona  durinit  ibu  itiliTrinh  and,  in  ■ittwm',  xh<  dnt^nl  that  she 
f«lt  lni«n»a  bumiiiK  pain  in  her  bitlly  and  vrtinip  of  nil  the  mensbna  of  her 
bud/l  llial  lbi»*  wvro  th»  ordinarj'  (»in i>e(]lHinopR  of  lakin('  KaaAapoor  i  ih»t 
hn truuniiivd  (he  body  KAerdeuh  in  cimpanT  with  (hr  Cttil  HnrKvoni  (hat 
Ihore  mu  a  ali^^hl  dftfTM  nf  rucutarit^  on  thn  inuirnul  Quat  of  iho  ttiunorh; 
that  be  roatd  nol  »ajr  if  Lbn  ntber  orf^aix  jkvt^  in  ah(ial(hf  itali!.  aa  fi-o  went 
nw»y  befora  the  Ciril  Sur;:«i>n  bad  coat-ltiilud  the  exDminmion  of  ibe  body; 
that,  in  h!«  opiaiuu,  detuAird  ilivd  fcam  Jtatkapoor  harinK  bcrn  i;ivrn  hw, 
thia  i«  an  inapur*  nativa  pTDpamtioD  of  rorrosire  inblimate:  that  purifing  in 
■  oomnon  ccnw^vmce  of  corroww  fuhltinat«  bavinj;  tiirci)  ndmiaifteivdi 
that,  if  com>iiv«  auhhmMe  hr  pnn  in  ■  pan-  atatv,  thu  elKcu  noM  bx 
appaMiit  iQ  live  or  alx  nnknutM:  but,  if  jriT^n  id  an  impure  ataio,  in  h  iotijirt 
tinir.  Thnt  thc?rit  trouM  bavir  bcon  a  crtrnd-T  drj^er  r>f  mlnew  oE  the  ■(«- 
niat'h.  If  thociirroiiiTr  aabllmnto  hnd  been  purr;  tlint  hv  rnuld  form  no  oplniou 
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native  by  Carroaivo  Suhlimntc,  which    had  been   nsed  for 

pre'crvins  the  akiusof  birds,  ia  recorded  by  Mr.  J.  Murmy.* 

The  utter  msbncaa    with    wbich   the  native  pmctiHoiiera 

carry  on  their  (iu  itself  act  ill-ilevised)  plnn  of  Mcrcuiinl 


as  la  tht  quantity  of  ffiaiapoar  whic^h  rivkI  haro  benn  oilminisUnKt,  thoofili 
Ii«  atn  wr«1y  iiUilo  thut  more  wai  ■duii"i»ler«il  llian  waulii  harv  IxMni  »c  ■ 
mtslinapi  ihftl  a  <]imntity  of  liaitapuor  siiffivirnt  to  came  ilralli  micln  Im 
MlmJnutornil  in  n  litllo  cvwtmfBC:  and  iliiii,  8iijun|»9r  ihc  ooBWnta  of  tbu 
Bt»in>cti,  Mime  crpmn-liko  iiibilBn<?p  n-iis  obK'ti'cd.  that  miKht  htrc  bm 
^yitftttieaK  pent).  The  jury  luqiiitloi,  Tho  seisioni  judE«  P"'""""^  Ttal 
thu  iltiivniimt  itiffil  iToin  kinving  taken  RutkufHior,  there  iVMild.  Iw>  thought.  b« 
1i«  dnnbt,  on  tbo  ev>{)«nco  of  ih#  i>iib>AtHittant  !>urgC'Oa.  It  w>*  tr««Uiai  all 
thn  lent*  Bpjtllird  wcrr  not  iiatUfacCor^  in  iheir  rr»ii]M;  hnl  n  sulTltamt  can* 
for  their  nnt  being  so  wsi  HBiigned.  Th»  rv^ult,  huwc-vvr,  of  om«  iMt  t>M 
moat  iititru^toTj,  and  ibc  iwubI  nvrnptnnt*  con>ci|U«i]t  «n  Huttapoor  being 
■dmiuisi^refl.  n<e.,  pur^ng',  craoipi.  a  burning  senetiian  In  the  ■tonack,  tni 
a  rwtn#M  nf  Lhu  cual*  of  tliu  ttomiu--ti.  were  obsi-ned,  Thu  Mrangth  nf  dM 
^nBr«l  ^vidonco,  aa  •hawing  Ihiit  Ihcr  womnn  waa  iff'itroywl  by  poi»Mi  adaii- 
iiiniered  h_v  tba  priaonar,  waa  tlip'ti  insUicd  upon.  Tba  judjro  bcIicTcd  tbat 
tliv  jury  aFi|iii(luil.^<ijt  lAiry  Aui.'  ntif  cot^fi/cnt'F  in  rlumifat  Inlt.  He  rw»iD* 
tni-ndnil  th«t  till*  jiriaonrr  ihriiild  b»  icDtencecl  to  ili'nlli.  Thv  jndgci  of  lb* 
BiiiH'riur  Cuurt  [iinsidercLl  liivcrimottf  bo  proiwl  aj^Jnat  tbo  priMMt' by 
lli»  ctHfuiiri!  ill  the  vue.  atii  the  irtcm  uf  poUiMi  found  iu  lUt  DD^Iysi*  of  the 
cnntealt  of  the  Konu«h  of  de««a*Ml. 

It  cannot  be  itoDbiBd  for  a  moment  that  tbo  t-enc-ral  faati  adduced  la  Our 
trial  fully  prnvcd  ibst  tbe  womui'a  daatb  -wo*  ranwd  by  puiiuu.  It  kt 
initially  ccrtaiD.  howetvr.  ihat  ihn  cbaroiRal  #%-id«n(7«  (ai  ti  •tatidi  in  tha 
frinUd  roport)  adds  H'OI  iho  amiUcHt  iuinKinahte  ncijcbt  to  tbwn  Ebolak  It 
proT«i,  lnBhort.nolhiDg;iirhiiti-rrr  Tliumrrcriu-tuf ablnfkpriKipitttBremltinc 
from  the  addition  of  hydra-ntphnrnt  of  atnrannia.  to  a  portion  at  th*  conunu 
of  lb«  *liiniM:h^I>lldin|r  nloni- — it  net  proi^f  tbat  ibc  siupvctcd  fl«id  «uiv- 
Ininvd  currauro  aubliinatL*. — Clbi»  Mng  tholnaxt  Tolinbli* tnit forthn praimi  ia 
(|nHtion*J— M(HN;i>lly  wlion  norMuonis  gtronut  for  btilinrin^  that  ih«  ni««il 
wa*  lubsf^ neatly  ubtainvd  from  tliia  precipitate.  Thia  maj,  poMibly,  ha<-v 
btm  doiM,  and  chpn  thci  Fxprrirnirnt  would  harr  hivn  concliutTri  but,  a>  it 
wonld  apjtrar  that  tlie  whol*  rhnmiml  jirocpHg  it  givpn  in  the  npoK,  and  ■•. — 
judging  from  the  fact  of  Out  cp*T«l<ir'*  haviiif;  pxpHiti-cl  to  dut<«i  con'oaii'a 
•nbltmatA  In  a  lluid  by  treating  il  flrit  with  nitric  arid  and  nrboauc  of 
]<oi&ti  and  afterwards  viUi  nininanii>-niinit«  of  Nilv(>r.  and  aniinonio-MitpliaM 
of  cop[«r, — it  if  eiidont  (hat  hia  rhfiaical  linnirUdgp  nraa,  to  aay  lh«  l«Mt, 
MMiAurd,  ti  may  falriy  ht  rniMiderrd  a»  nltog^thpr  doubtful  whcihDr  mnriiry 
vaa  di«Fnvi>n>d.  or  waa  prvapiit  (d  the  aioitMch. 

*  TrkMW^tioiu  «f  the   UediMd  and  PKytii^al  Soeioty  of  Bombay,  v«l, 
f.32t. 
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FamigAtion  in  caaca  of  sypliilie  is  undoobtcdly  such  as,  iii 
mnDT  cnscB,  might  call  for  the  iiitcrfcnrucc  of  the  law;  still 
it  is  probably  not,  in  reality,  more  criminAl  tLaD  t)ie  whole- 
sale  system  of  salivation  which  obtaiucci  in  some  of  our  owa 
syphilis  wards  twenty  rears  ngo.  Sereral  of  the  more  recent 
of  the  Clietnical  Esaniiiier3'  Reports  meation  the  detectioa 
of  traces  of  mercuriftl  preparations  in  suspected  fluids,  but 
rcfenl  Dothing  which  could  be  regarded  u  eridcocc  of  poi- 
•outiig  by  Corrosive  Sublimate. 

AbUUtlbTBATION  OF  MIXED  POISOK& 

A  CDU&iilcTA.'ble  number  of  facts  from  tiuieto  time  trnii«pire 
indicative  of  the  preralonco  of  tho  cii)])luyuient,  nmung  the 
nntives,  of  various  poixonR, — atiimal  and  vegetable,  irritant 
and  narcoticj — compounded  together  for  purposes  of  murder 
or  self-destruction.  A  case  strongly  pointing  to  this  practice 
occurred  to  Hr.  Herbert  Baillic,  a  short  time  since.  A 
man  was  brought  to  the  Ilooghly  Imnmbarrab  with  ECTernl 
inciwd  wounds,  apparently  self-inflicted,  all  on  the  left  side 
of  the  neck  and  chest.  lie  appeared  to  bo  under  the  influ- 
ence of  tome  powerful  narcotic,  mid  gradually  aankj  nitlioiit 
having  shown  any  syiaptoms  of  irritnut  poisoning.  Upon 
post  mortem  examiQation,  however,  a  large  quantity  of  white 
nrscnie  was  iliscoTCrcd  in  the  stomach.  Although  no  other 
poisou  was  dUcorerable,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  tli.^t  the 
dose  of  arsenic  had  been  ciuaUficd  by  a  large  addition  of 
Bomc  narcotic,  probably  Dbatoora. 

Dr.  Morehcad,  of  Bombay,  has  recorded  the  case  of  a 
Hindu  Goldsmith  who  was  found  eomatosc  in  the  publio 
Btrcet.  When  admitted,  bia  pupils  were  dilotcd,  tbc  breath- 
ing WB9  natural,  the  pulse  frequent ;  there  was  no  appear- 
ance of  injury  or  disease.  An  emetic  acted  readily,  and  he 
became  sensible.  He  vomited  sevend  times  during  the 
day,  and  passed  two  or  thL*ee  motions  of  gelatinous-looking 
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mucus.  TownrJs  evening,  the  pulse  bccnme  very  feeble,  the 
breathing  Imrricd,  the  tliirst  and  nnxiety  consiilertble,  with 
considerable  retching,  lie  died  S3  hours  after  Rdniissiou. 
He  merely  atated  itint  he  bad  eaten  some  sweetmeats  the 
night  before  he  was  brought  to  hospitnl.  Arsciiious  acid 
was  found  upoii  an&lvsis  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach. 
The  traces  of  the  iiTitftnt  action  of  this  poison  were  very 
ditttinctly  marlicd  in  the  stomach,  small  intestines,  and 
coecam.  Dr.  Morchead  adds  that,  upon  admission  to  the 
hospital,  this  case  van  viewed  as  one  of  uarcotic  poisoning, 
fkud  wag  treated  as  sneh.  Snbseqnentlir,  its  nature  was  saf. 
ficieutly  evident.  'While  the  narcotic  symptoms  were  pre- 
sent, his  ottcntion  was  attracted  by  tho  circumstance  that 
there  was  a  fixed  frown  on  the  countenance,  an  expreMiOD 
of  suffering  not  usual  in  simple  narcotism,  and  to  which 
probably  more  importance  ai  a  diagnostic  sign  sbould 
have  been  attached.*  This  case  has  been  cited  by  Dr. 
Taylort  in  illustration  of  the  opinion  that  niu-cotism  may 
result  from,  the  introduction  of  arsenic  into  the  system.  It 
will,  hoffCTer,  be  observed,  that  the  head-symptoms  wen 
present  only  at  an  early  stage  of  the  case ;  aud  that,  fur 
many  hours  previous  to  death,  the  symptoms  were  those  of 
irritant  poisoning.  Doubtless  the  arsenic  was  taken  com- 
bined nith  some  narcotic. 

Id  1813,  Dr.  O'Shaughncssy  remarlcetl  that,  "In  India, 
compounds  of  acrid  [poisons]  and  narcotics  arc  often  cm- 
ployed,  by  nhich  the  vomiting  is  checked  wliile  the  poisua 
is  doing  its  work." 

Cases  in  which  the  xymptoms  led  strongly  to  a  belief  that 
the  poison  administered  was  a  mixture  of  Acoftiie  tmd  Dha- 
foora,  will  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  Chemical  Exami- 
ners; bat.  as  this  was  not  Bbsolut4;ly  proved  by  analysis,  their 
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dctniU   need  not  be  given  here.     FortioDS  of  Aconite  and 

Nux  Vomica  were  found  among  wreral  substnnces  detected 
upou  tUc  pcraou  of  a  man,  who  attempted  to  destroy  bim- 
Bclf  at  Allahabad  vith  a  viab  to  biing  discredit  upou  hia 
relatioiia. 

Afr.  JI.  Baillio  of  Ilooglilr,  lias  kindly  given  me  the  case 
of  a  patictit  vbum  be  tretitcd  in  March,  ISb-i,  nufTeriDg  from 
the  effects  of  a  mixed  poison,  the  chief  couHtitucut  of  wbicb 
appears  to  have  been  UeUeiore.  The  patient,  a  ^oung  man, 
was  found  in  the  street,  apparently  in  the  collapse  stage  of 
cholcrn.  The  akin  was  cold  aud  clammy,  tbut  of  the  fingers 
was  sbrivctlcd,  aud  the  uaiU  were  of  a  bluish  hue,  lie  was 
constantly  purged  and  vomited  inceasautly.  It  was  ob- 
served that  the  Tomitiug  differed  from  that  of  cholera,  inas- 
much as  it  was  far  from  free,  aud  the  ejected  matter  vr&s  a 
thick  tenacious  mucus.  He  seemed  to  champ  with  bis 
mouth,  which  vat  covered  with  this  ropy  mucus.  He  said 
that  it  was  vain  to  think  of  saving  him,  as  be  hud  a  few 
hours  previously  taken  poison — Meeta-Biah*  which  he  had 
procured  from  a  native  druggist.  He  added  that,  for  two 
hours  after  taking  the  poisoo,  he  perceived  no  uneasiness : 
he  then  felt  a  burning  sensation  in  the  throat  and  stomach, 
■which  -was  shortly  followed  by  violent  cftorts  to  retch,  which 
had  increased  in  severity  up  to  that  time.  The  pulse  was 
Bcarccly  perceptible,  the  tongue  liad  a  white  dry  fur  down 
its  centre,  its  tip  aud  edges  appeared  raw  and  red.  Ho 
complained  of  a  sense  of  constriction  about  the  fauces 
and  iuteuse  thirst,  all  attempts  to  satisfy  which  immediately 
brought  on  retching.  There  was  some  epigastric  t^^udcrucu 
on  pressure.  His  countenance  had  a  remarkably  udd,  almost 
comical  expression,  from  the  first,  the  eyelids  were  nearly 

*  Thii  u  lh»  cdiomon  dcslgniitioa  of  Acocute.  but  he  mi^f  have  Imkd  mi»- 
takm  in  ^&  iuiibc,  oc  mity  luv«  been  (upflivi)  with  ibc  root  <•!'  Wkiie  lUlie- 
iort  UuKod. 
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closc<l,  and  be  seemed  to  be  pee]>mg  tlirougit  tlie  lssl]«5. 
He  recovcrcil  slowly  under  the  uae  of  conn ter-irri tan ta  and 
raoderatc  titJmiilit>it8.  A  portion  of  some  vegetable  3ub* 
stance  was  found  iu  tlie  coruer  of  lii;*  climlder.  On  being 
sent  to  Dr.  Falconer,  this  was  fuund  to  belong  to  a  specie) 
of  Veratrum.  The  man  stated  tlitt,  he  hud  mixed  some  of 
it  nilh  uthur  poisou  received  from  the  URtive  doalerj  aud 
had  t»\en  both  together. 

As  Mr.  Baillie  observes,  the  symptoms  closelj  resembled 
those  of  poisoning  by  Hellebore. 

lURE  CASES  OF  POISONING. 

The  Itecords  of  the  Clicmiral  Exauiiner'a  Ofltce  contain 
various  iutcrcstiiig  details  of  cases  iu  which  poisons,  not 
commoulj-  u&cd  iu  ludia  willi  ciiniiijal  iiitc-nt,  wore  employed. 

Oxalic  Acid. — Two  remarkable  instances  of  death  fjrom 
this  poison  arc  preserved. 

In  June,  1852,  ^r.  Siddons  received  from  the  Calcutta 
Police  a  bottle,  said  to  contain  the  stomaclt  and  other  viscera 
of  a  native  woman,  supposed  to  have  beeu  poisoned.  L'poa 
BualyuB  of  tlie  coateuts,  be  found  ii  very  Inrgc  quantitT  of 
Oxalic  Acid,  quite  sufHcient  to  produce  death.  Iu  a  note 
appended  to  the  memorandum  of  his  deposition,  Mr.  Sid* 
dons  obaerved — "this  ia  &  very  remarkable  case.  The 
woman  was  a  dhoby's  wife,  and  these  people  use  oxalate  of 
potash  to  removed  >rou  staias:  this  shows  the  march  of  iatol- 
leet,  and  with  it  crime." 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Howr&b,  for  having 
obtained  for  me  some  interesting  information  on  this  point. 
He  (iuda,  by  inquiry  of  several  dholiies,  that  they  generally 
ondeftvour  to  remove  iron  moulds  by  a  mixture  of  lime  juice 
and  common  salt.  When  the  repeated  use  of  this  fails,  thej 
resort  to  Ox4i!ic  Acid,  vhich  always  3uccecds,aud  which  they 
call  the  "  hwrruh  Jil  dawah."  He  hud  just  before  iccu  a 
phial  uf  this  acid  iu  the  poascssion  of  one  of  them. 


IN    BtNtlAL    AND    TUK    S.    W.    PtOVIKCES. 


36S 


lu  September,  1853,  a  cook  in  tbc  service  of  one  of  tltc 
apothecariea,  attaclied  to  the  artillery  dirision,  Mooltan,  was 
found  dead  in  the  cook-room,  itith  his  face  to  the  wall  and 
hilt  right  hand  clasped  over  liis  stotiiach.  Ou  inupcetioD,  no 
ezteraal  marks  of  violeace  were  discovered.  The  body  vm 
that  of  a  itout  able  maa.  The  fingcra  and  mouth  bad  both 
been  coD^ulsed.  The  Btomacb  wiu  contracted  strougly  frooi 
8|ia«in.  Its  contents  were  only  a  few  grniua  of  dal.  The 
mucous  surface  of  the  lower  arch  was  greatly  and  recently 
iuflamcd.  Both  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  were  greatly  con- 
gested ;  there  was  some  alight  ciTusion  of  serum  bcucoth  the 
yia-inater.  No  actual  efl'uaiuu  of  bioud  had  occurred.  The 
body  presented  no  other  iiuuatural  appearances.  The  medi- 
cal ofticer  believed  that  the  congestion  of  the  brain  naa  fully 
aufliciciit  to  produce  death,  and  that  the  sudden  indamnia- 
tiou  uf  the  stuuiacb  was  certuiuly  duo  to  the  prcscn<:c  of  an 
acrid  substance,  on  which  account^  he  advised  that  it  should 
be  ocut  to  the  Chemical  Kxnmincr.  Upon  uualrsis,  Ur. 
Mouut  detected  the  presence  of  a  very  minute  quantity  of 
Oxalic  Acid.  Or.  Muuat  au^j^estcd  that,  as  the  deceased  was 
the  servant  of  an  assistant  apothecary,  he  may  have  bad 
acceaa  to  the  medicines  in  the  hospiud  difipensary,  aiid  have 
taken  the  Oxalic  .\cid  in  mistake  for  Epsom  salts,  should 
there  have  hccu  any  of  the  former  drug  in  store.* 

The  Chemical  Examiner  added  that  this  is  a  very  rare  form 
of  poisoning  in  India,  this  being  the  second  case  that  has 
come  witliiu  Lis  knowledge  in  the  lust  fourteen  years. 

ScLPnATK  OF  Zinc. — According  to  Dr.  O'Shaughnessy, 
cases  of  poisoning  by  this  salt  have  occurred  in  Calcutta,  but 
I  cuunot  discover  the  records  uf  any. 

SuLPncaic  Acid,  GundaC'Ca-Atr  II.  (Flcmiog.) — In  May, 
I8S3,  a  native    at    Pilibhut,   near  Bareilly,  while  in  the  act 


*  It  i»,  liowrtfpr,  ililliriiU  lo  iiiTi-criif  wlial  |iurpOiO  OlUlLic  Acil]  CVuM  SMTo 
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of  eating  some  sweetmeats,  which  had  been  proferred  to 
liim,  complained  of  feeliug  a  peculiar  liuraiug  scnBation  in 
the  back  of  hia  thront.  lie  went  back  to  the  bou&e  whent 
he  had  received  tlic  edible,  «ti(]  accused  the  man  of  having 
poisoned  h!m.  He  died  m  four  hours,  having  exhibited  all 
the  signs  of  irritant  poisoning.  On  examing  a  portion  of 
the  sweetmeat,  Dr.  Mouat  found  that  it  contiuaed  a  eoasi' 
derablc  qnantitr  of  Sulphuric  Acid.  He  added  that  this  wai 
the  first  iustaiicQ  of  poisoulng  by  Sulphahc  Acid  that  hq  had 
ever  heard  of  in  India. 

NEaieu    OooatiM. —  Vem.    Kurrvhee.     Hind  (O'Shaugfa* 
ne«y) . — Also  Kaner,  Kunnar,  or  Kunere. 

la  1813,  a  Tery  interesting  case  of  fatol  poi.ioniTig  by  the 
root  of  tbe  Neriura,  which  Abounds  in  gardens  all  over  India, 
waa  acnt  to  the  Chemical  Examiner  by  Dr.  A.  Oreig,  of 
Seetnporc.  On  the  9th  Afarch,  1840,  at  about  11  o'doclc 
A.  H.,  a  man,  aged  about  50,  was  brought  to  Dr.  Oroig  on  a 
cliarpoy.  He  wiu  apparently  senseless  and  unable  to  an- 
swer questions.  The  pulse  was  preternatural ly  sluw  and  soil, 
but  regular,  with  an  inclination  to  stop.  On  inquiry,  it  was 
found  that  he  had  eaten  Bome  of  the  root  of  tbe  Kaner  {Nerium 
Odoruw)  mixed  with  aome  mustard  nil,  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  before,  with  the  intention  of  destroying  himself,  on  ac- 
count of  some  domestic  quarrel,  He  was  stated  to  have  vomit- 
ed a  oousiderublc  quantity  of  the  mixture  soon  after  taking  it. 
He  was  ordered  to  be  moved  about,  itud  draughts  of  warm 
water  nere  giren  to  produce  vomiting,  until  the  arhral 
of  an  emetic  from  the  hospital.  Free  vomiting  wM  in- 
ducod  by  these  means.  The  matter  ejected  waa  of  a 
yellow  colour  and  oily  consistence.  Ifnder  this  treatment, 
lie  revired  considerably.  He  never  admitted  that  he  felt  any 
pain  iu  the  region  of  the  dtomacli.  Some  hours  afterwards 
(in  the  evening),  he  relapsed  into  a  state  of  inscnsibitity. 
He  was  immediately  taken  to  the  hospital  and  treated  with 
stimuluuts  aud  frictions.    A  mu&tard  poultice  was  applied 


4 
I 


IH   BEHOAL   AND  TRS    K.   W.    rttOTINCCS. 


167 


to  tlie  epigastrium,  anil  nii  cnctna  of  irarm  vntcr  gircn.  Tic 
improyed  during  the  night ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  lOUi, 
Dr.  Grcig  found  him  Me  to  ak  up.  His  puUe  waa  nntural, 
he  expressed  liimself  quitu  well,  and  ninht-d  to  have  some 
food.  About  two  faouri  aftenvardt;,  however,  he  was  reported 
to  hare  died  loddenl^,  after  making  some  exertion.  The 
body  was  examined  five  hours  after  death.  There  vm  no 
emaciation.  The  eyes  vere  deeply  sunk  :  the  muscle^)  were 
hard,  contracted,  and  moved  with  difGculty.  The  heart  was 
found  of  the  natuml  sixe,  its  cavities,  the  Tcnlriclea  espcci- 
nlly,  were  filled  with  hlaok  fluid  blood.  The  lon^n  wera 
natural.  The  stomach  contained  a  quantity  of  a  dark  ycl. 
lowiah  6uiil,  haring  somewhat  the  odoorof  tamarind.  On  its 
iuternal  surface,  near  the  cardiac  and  pyloric  oriliccs  pos> 
teriorlr,  were  found  small  patches  studded  with  red  points, 
and  one  or  two  slight  abrasions  of  the  mucous  mcmbrano. 
The  Itrer  appeared  somewhat  distended,  the  spleen  and 
intestines  were  natural.  It  was  nsecrtAined  that  he  had  pro- 
cured the  bark  of  the  root  from  Dc.  Grcig's  own  garden,  and 
had  beaten  it  to  powder  before  mixing  it  with  oi].  The  quan- 
tity taken  could  not  be  correctly  ascertained,  but  ramt  have 
been  at  lea-tt  two  or  three  ounces,  judging  from  the  extent  of 
the  cut  surface  of  the  root  of  the  tree  from  which  he  ob- 
tained it.  I>T.  Ureig  considered  that  the  poison  operated 
fatally  by  its  directly  depreasiug  iuflucnco  upon  the  norvous 
system. 

A  remarkable  case  of  poisoning  by  Oleander  was  tried  at 
Cawnpore  early  in  the  present  year.  A  woman,  Ueonee,  was 
charged  with  the  wilful  murder  of  her  husband  aided  by 
DhowkiUla,  her  paramour.  The  prisoner  coiirc8Si::d  that  she 
had  purchased  what  she  called  Opium,  aud  th»t  it  was  given 
to  her  husband  in  his  food.  The  Civil  Surgeon  positively 
affii'med  that  the  deccn^icd  died  from  the  effects  of  some 
strong  irritant  poison  nut  of  Opium,  ira  etfectii  being  not 
at  all   similar   to    those  produced   by  uarcuticd,  and  that 
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it  wnn,  most  probnblj,  n  vegetable  poison,  whicli  lie  heliered, 
from  the  appennincc  of  ii  small  portion  wlii<?h  nctliered  to 
i\\c  Cftukkee,  or  grinding-stone,  to  be  tbe  hark  of  the  pUnt 
known  as /C«H*j'tf  n  variety  of  llie  Oleanth-r  family,  which 
)ic  sttttcil  are  iticludcil  butiuiicullir  under  the  clnaa  '  Ncrium' 
of  which  there  nrc  five  difTereiit  species,  n.13  natifea  of  warm 
Intitiidos,  aud  several  very  commou  in  Indin;  the  nhole 
plnnt  h  thought  to  be  poiRonoufi,  but  especially  the  b«rk  of 
the  roots.  It  was  proTcd  that  the  subst&uce  pounded  on 
till!  atouc  by  the  male  prisoner  was  of  a,  hlnck  colour,  and 
in  sise  about  a  iingcr'a  length  and  breadth.  Further  that 
the  powdered  drug  was  repliiced  iu  the  xzg  in  which  it  «as 
hronglit  from  market,  and  vas,  in  the  Tictim's  ahsenee, 
mixed  with  the  rice  and  milk  which  his  wife  had  prorided 
fur  his  supper.  Wheu  the  mau  had  eaten  of  this  krtr,  he 
complained  of  its  bitter  taatc,  to  remove  which  he  chewed 
some  sugar  cane  and  a  ciirrot,  and  was  seized  with  violeut 
pur^ng  and  vomiting,  and  died  during  the  night.  The 
female  prisoner  threw  away  what  remained  of  the  poisoned 
food,  wnsliiag  tb«  dishes  iu  which  it  bad  bccu  cooked. 
The  medical  ofGccr  cxprcnscd  an  opinion  that  the  sub- 
stance  administered  was  not  Arsenic.  lie  had  observed 
eimilar  symptoms  in  a  previous  case  of  poisoning  hy 
Ktsnere.  Bulb  prisoners  were  sentenced  to  trausportatioa 
for  hfe.* 

Tkkuinv^lia  BxLi.Enic.\. — {Bdferic  Alyrobalon). — 'Vcm. 
Behcyra  Hind.  liahira  Sans, — O'Sbauglinessy  describes 
the  tree  as  growing  iu  the  mountainous  parts  of  India;  and 
as  commou  in  Mysore.  "  Drupe  oval,  somewhat  Gre- 
kngled,  sixc,  when  dry,  of  a  gall  uut — colour  dirty  brown  ; 
ato  of  a  nutmeg  aud  deshy,  when  fresh,  with  a  grc;  silky 
down,  very  astringent;  kerattU  ettien  and  deemed  intoxieat- 
ii^f\   bark  abounds  in   gum."     Aiuslie   reckons   tbe   fruit 

•  Xlumnt  Atbmka  Itrpnrt*.  H.  W.  P..  t3Lh  SLurcIt  ISSi.  p.  MS. 
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na  nofcrlngent,  tonic,  «nd  attoaaant.    Doae    one  or    two 
direms."    The  only  cases  of  poisontns  W  the  Bakira  have 
been  recorded  by  Mr.  C  £.  Haclduck,   Sub-A»siataut  Sur- 
geon, in  charge  Malwn  Blicel  Corps.     Tbreo  boys,  from  fira 
to  uiue  years  ofa^,  picked  up  aud  ate  some  of  the  dry  duU 
□ear  the  house  of  a  Chumftr  who  hnA  broiifilit  ihem  from  the 
junglea  for  the  purpose  of  colouriug  Icsthor.     Two  of  these 
boyi  become  drowsy,  complmned  of  headuche  and  sickness 
nt  stomach,  and  vomited  freely  &  thick  white  frothy  mucus. 
The   tliird,  a  rattier  wcaVly  boy  of  seven,   was  first   scon 
by  Mr.   Ruddock  on  the   following  morning.     He  ■wkh  in 
his  father's  lap  and  appeared  as  if  asleep;    the  legs  and 
srma  were  relaxed  and  bent ;  eyes  closed,  breathing  soft. 
There  waa  total  insensibility;  shaking  nnd  calling  did  not 
make  him  stir  in  tho  loaat,    or  answer.     The    pulac   was 
scarcely  perceptible,  action  of  the  heart  frequent  and  wcnk. 
Body  of  natural  warmth,  legs  cold,  cjca   rather  glistening, 
pupils  fixed,  neither  contracted  nor  dilated,  jaws  closed,  and 
only  to  he  opened  by  much  force.     This  child  had  eaten  the 
largest  quantity  of  kernel  a— between  20  and  30.     At  the 
time,  or  subsequently,   nothing  uras  complained  of.     Ho 
played  all  day  and  at  uigbt  before  going  tu  bed;  went  to 
steep,  and  waa  not  noticed  until  next  morning,  when  he  was 
found  insensible  and  was  supposed  to  he  dead.  AVith  difficulty 
lie  was  made  to  vomit  three  or  four  times,  the  eyes  opened 
with  a  heavy  dull  expression  and  closed  again ;  though  ho 
relapsed,  his  condition  was  now  improved,  tho  insensibility 
was  not  80  deep,  aud  his  hand  wna  moved  to  hia  throat. 
Small  quantities  of  strong   black    tea  were    Hdminiatcrcrl. 
About  10  A.  ]ti.  he  became  sensible,  opened  his  eyes  and 
answered  when  spoken  to;  towards  the  afternoon  he  walked 
about  nnd  improved  greatly.     At  5  in  the  evening  he  was 
BDiislble  but  drowsy,  puLic  small  and  rapid,  complained  of 
being  giddy,  had  vomited  tnicc  since  moiuiug,  with  relief  to 
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the  Bymptoma — Hia  recovery  was  Bpecdy.  Mr.  Kaddoek 
justly  iufera  from  these  cases,  thnt  the  Bakira  ia  a  tiiild 
nnrcotic  poison.  In  the  lust  mcntioucd  case,  he  is  coDviticed 
that  it  would  hare  proved  fntnl,  h»d  the  stomach  pump  not 
been  lucd  or  h&d  emetics  failed.  Ue  adds  that,  in  two  of 
tlic  Ihivs  who  nte  about  the  same  quantity,  uo  ofTects  were 
produced  till  nhout  eight  hours  after,  and  the  poison  mtis 
got  rid  of  by  vomitiTig ;  la  the  third,  who  nte  the  moat,  no 
eSTccts  were  produced  in  IS  hours,  &t  least,  no  Toinitiug 
resulted,  und,  during  sleep,  iusciisihility  came  on.* 

Dr.  \l.  Cleghora,  of  Madras,  has  obliged  me  with  tbe  fol- 
lou'iitg  notes— 

"  Ei-piiOTiBt\. — There  are  several  spccica  of  EcrnonDU,  u 
the  E.  Nerii/oUa,  Antufuoruin,  AcauUs,  and  others  which 
nhouud  in  »  milky  caustic  juice — this  produces  a  bli-stcr,  when 
ruhbed  on  the  integuments,  and  serious  inflammation  if 
dropped  into  the  eye — several  eases  Lave  happened  within 
iny  knowledge,  where  the  sight  has  been  endangered  from 
this  cause. 

"  liuRA  CaEriTASs— the  Sand-Box  Tree,  introduced  from 
the  West  ladies,  is  not  nncommou  at  the  Presidency  towns 
— the  seeds  arc  violent  dangerous  purgatives,  and  the  fruit 
is  therefore  unsafe  iu  the  bands  of  chiidreu,  who  arc  not 
tinfreqncntly  seen  playing  about  with  it. 

"  There  arc  several  species  of  Auusi,  requiring  cxamiuation, 
of  a  suspicions,  if  not  of  a  poisonous  nature — on  one  occa- 
sion fire  Mysore  villagers  were  poisoned  by  partaking  of  the 
acrid  rhizomes  of  an  Arum,  imperfect  specimens  of  which 
I  sent  to  Br.  Wight  for  identification,  bat  he  could  not 
distinguish  the  species.  If  the  roots  luid  been  boiled,  the 
fttal  results  would  not  haTe  occurred, — (as  is  well  known) 
the  deleterious  property  is  easily  driven  off  by  heat." 
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PoDNDF.D  Glihs. — Dr.  R.  llaines  lias  published  an  interest- 
ing cnec  in  vhich  a  Mnlimttn  Artist  of  Bombay,  having 
been  seised  io  the  net  of  comtntttiDg  a  robherr,  managed 
to  break  up 'and  swallow  a  quautity  of  bottle  ^lAsa.  Tho 
remainder  of  the  bottle  was  produced — a  reddish  lirown 
quart  bottle,  tuch  as  RUcni»h  niiio  is  imported  in. 

He  merelv  complaiiied  of  »  little  pricking  seiisatioo  in  tho 
throat  and  stomach,  lie  was  iDRde  to  TOiuit,  but  no  gtiiss 
waa  ejected,  lie  took  castor  oil,  the  ttooU  were  yclluw  and 
loose,  Dot  bloody.  At  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  were  found 
a  nurabcr  of  pieces  of  thiii  bottle  glass,  prceisflycom'spoiid- 
ing  witU  the  remaiua  of  the  buttle  nhowu  hy  thi;  poUc-Kroan. 
There  were  about  tireotj  fragmcuts  of  various  sizes,  the 
largest  aa  iiieh  long  by  a  quarter  of  an  inch  broad,  the 
amallest  as  large  as  a  grain  of  rice.  Ttiere  was  considerable 
tendertic^s  at  the  cpignKtriutn  which  continued  more  or  less 
nntil  bis  discharge  oa  the  8th  day. 

^^^.  Haines  remarks  that  caacs  of  tins  kind  arc  br  no 
nicana  infrccmont  in  that  part  of  India,  the  idea  of  the 
poisonoiis  nature  of  pouudcd  glass  being  even  more  gcneTally 
received  among  the  uatives  than  in  Europe.  It  is  generally 
talicn  for  the  purpose  of  committing  suicide.  One  or  two 
other  such  cases  hare  come  under  his  obsen'ation  since  the 
one  abore  mentioned.  "Where  such  large  fragments,  sleudcr 
aud  sharp-poiutcd,  have  beeu  swalloyred,  some  degree  of  dan- 
ger,  he  thinks,  mnat  always  exist  of  the  pieces  sticking  cross- 
vise  in  some  portion  of  the  intestinal  tube,  and  producing 
olcemtioD,  which  might  lead  to  the  laying  open  cither  of  a 
large  vessel  or  of  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum.  Hence,  be 
insists,  it  will  altrays  be  advisable  to  keep  the  patieut  under 
observatiou  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  by  which  time  symptoms 
of  such  ulceration,  if  it  eiiatcd,  would  manifest  themselves. 

It  is  very  siugulur,  however,  with  how  much  impunity 
fragments  of  glass    have   frequently    been    swallowed.     It 
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BCems  to  Iiare  been  a  ratlicr  common  practice  among  moini- 
tebouks  nuti  druukardsj  iu  the  lost  ccatury,  to  cnt  the  glfisfl 
after  drinking  its  contents.  Sound  tcctli  and  a  Btrong  jav 
appear  generally  to  hwe  alforded  these  idiots  an  impunity 
which  thcr  scarcely  dMcrrcd.* 

It  frequently  Imppens,  iu  ludia,  tlint  infants  svallov  tho 
piece  of  Sponge  which  is  tied  at  the  mouth  of  their  aursiog 
bottles.  The  ttccldeut  generally  cnuaes  much  alarm ;  bu^ 
in  two  CRseH  which  I  hnve  seen,  the  foreign  body  has  been 
jtMsed  in  a  few  hour))  wicbout  caueiog  nuy  iJieouvouiouce. 

ACCIDRNTAL  lOlSONlNO. 


CoPFlB. — Cooking  vessels  of  this  metal  being  universally 
employed  by  Europcnna  and  by  most  East  Indian  and  Mussul- 
maun  fumilics  throiij^hout  India,  (except  by  a  few,  who  use 
CBrthrrii  pots  for  grcntcr  security),  cnses  of  poisoning  hy 
Copper  not  uufrequcutly  occur,  where,  hj  the  carelessness  of  ^M 
servant^  the  usuhI  precaution  of  having  these  veiueU  newly  ' 
tinned  every  month  is  not  observed.  In  mch  cnsca,  the  wilt, 
or  acid,  or  oily  matter  contained  in  rich  soups,  stcwa  or 
curries,  which  require  long  boiling,  acts  chemically  upon  Uio 
exposed  copper  surface,  aud  becomes  highly  poisonous.  It  it 
now  well  understood  that  keeping  the  exposed  surface  of  tha 
cupper  perfectly  bright  and  clean  is  no  safeguard  againK( 
these  impregnations.  I  am  acquainted  with  a  family  among 
whom  TCiy  severe  eases  of  poisoning  from  this  cause,  fop. 
tuimtcly  not  tcrminntiug  futuily,  have  occurred  itcicc,  witliiu  ^^ 
the  lait  six  years. f  ^| 


*  IlwuMlend  Uiat  the  ~Ptmierot  Sucreuiuu"  cf  Ui^  IuUkk  pouonvrs 
m«  iMaiMMi^  Dmi.  It  U  f  robablc,  lion-ei«r.  that  iu  <»>Ript^uii(l«r>  Ba*d  kw 
•zpratiio  *utMianc«i  offtrgraatn'M.'iIiii/. 

t  Id  ihU  Mimtrr.  wbvr*  copper  rowel*  an  uiod  m  nry  sxtowlrelj.  lim' 
{Mo<Hiag  uAcluaitiDk,  afipeoded   b;  Ur.  CorrigKii  to  ioim  «um  of  Shm 
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Camonic  Acio. — It  appears  probable  that  the  incnutioua 
manner  ia  vbicb  the  natives  bum  cbarcotU  in  close  ill-ren- 
tilntcd  rooms  must,  uot  uufrcquoutir,  lead  to  fatal  results, 
ut  least  where  the  practice  ia  followed  in  brick  houses — tho 
atnnUer  huta  arc  rarely  sufficieutly  air-tight  to  prevent  the 
e.seape  of  the  gas.  Mr.  Bnillie,  of  Hooglilj-,  lias  mcutioue<I 
to  me  a  case  of  this  kind  which  recently  oeciirrcd  in  hii 
practice.  He  was  in  attendance  opon  the  infant  of  a  wealthy 
Hindu  sutferin^  from  an  ordinary  attack  of  fever.  After 
the  usual  symptotna  had  been  abated,  he  wiu  surprised  to 
find  that  the  child   always  appeared  to  he  tIrow»y.     Oii  one 

IViifMiiiiji  Ay  Ccpp*r  publithed  l»«t  yei  in  th*  DuUlia  Heupital  Ctiutlt,  mtj 
be  fuund  valtMbJe.— "  lit.  Tbejr  <ihu*t  us  Ibst  copjitr,  or  its  carbonate,  will 
«oi  aa  A  aluw  paUon  bjr  Bbsorplioi],  iinciorminini'  tho  i^niistitiilion,  [>KKliu>iD| 
emacialion,  cataTrb,  itnd  lots  of  ulniiiittli,  nnd  leftving;  Ui*  f^sirai  in  n  tUW 
littlo  ca|inblD  <)f  rvtUtiog  the  oriliuary  oxcUtng  cauMo  uf  aiiuiy  diaenmi. — 
Surf.  Tli^  ■jmptoroi.  ttlthntiKh  not  acum,  am  wc11-mnrbei3.— eoiBHatloD,  a 
cachmlic  appearance,  lu»  ot'miucular  ■IrcnKlb,  oolick  pain*,  congk  with- 
niil  jih^valcitl  Hi|;iu  lc>  lu^i^niinl  far  i I,  anil  tti»  pennUar  nhaiactorulk*  ni^^i  of 
rctincliun  of  ihp  f^DiQi,  with  a  purple,  not  a  blue  odga. — 3rJ.  la  tumn  utllit 
cfMHi,  alihtiuKh  ttietv  wiu  tniiKuIiLr  d»biHty.  wu  ifacrv  ciilifr  ai^ulo  i-oiio 
with  eonMiptttiu),  or  lb*  jwal  paral^u  that  so  often  rvsiilta  from  iho  (luiauii 
of  lead,  and  Ilia  oolour  of  tho  giam  mim  quiui  dittinnt  Oom  that  prcliuvd 
b^  Ivad — (A  Copper,  in  ilww  puiiouiDg,  t«ciiu  to  i:x«rt  its  dulL-lcrioiis 
fnllii»nc«  mainly  on  the  nucriti««  runciluat,  or  amiiinilation.  invliiding 
nl)K>rpti(Mi  and  •ccntioni  wbilo  load  acta  vnorgtlically  uii  ehi>  ncrvmia 
•y«U>m  of  haih  organic  and  uiinial  l\Cv,  «xliiblt«d  in  lu  action  on  the  fortnor 
b^  tbv  vbsdii&to  «unaU|i«tio4i(  and  oii  the  latccr  by  the  viuleul  juinii  of  jpud 
coliL-,  aud  hy  tba  JiTOduoUou  of  it*  puculiikr  paralj-iia. — !,ch.  Ttir  kaunUnl^o 
that  copper,  oi  it*  carbonMa,  ia  capftblu  ut  >L-ting  aa  a  alow  poitdii  will  he 
iiacfal.  ns  tt  nay  Imtit  ns  to  diacotar  tho  nnturn  of  bi.iiup,  nt  first  Bight,  mxitjuii- 
IniM  diMMea,  that  mishi  otbrrwhe  eluile  uurdin^naia.  Tho  lint  of  colour 
jiroducod  on  th«  giltns,  wbcLher  by  rapper  ae  U-md,  rMnaini  a  vcrj  1'iiig  tiiub 
It  had  not  diaappnwud  tram  any  ot  tho  cam*  narrated,  aa  ion);  as  ihty  nvrm 
undor  my  nhM>rtuLi<>n.  In  (hn  «im>  ofn  jHOii^nmsn,  whii  hna  bvcu  very  Inlfly 
in  the  Whitwnrlli  H<i>pitii.l  ihv  blue  uuluur  prixlatei!  by  luad  «tu  rerr 
<I>>liiu--t.  Hi'  IiikI  bwii  in  tliir  policn  foreo  Iwo  JCU*.  Prerioiuly  10  hil 
becumiug  a  pulinmuui.  hu  had  Iwcn  u  painter." 
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or  two  occasions,  be  found  tliat  tlie  atmospliere  of  the  smnll 
brick  room  in  whicli  lUv  child  luy  was  uniisiinlly  close — and 
that  the  cliild  appeared  to  rcvire  irhen  tlie  windovs  were 
opened.  On  about  the  third  duy,  he  fouud  the  child  lying 
upon  the  lap  of  &  uurac,  who  van  seated  ou  the  ground  close 
to  a  pim  of  charcoal,  witli  tlic  fumes  of  which  the  room  was 
almost  unsiipportably  redulciit.  The  infant  lay  torpid,  as 
usnal — hut  aoou  reviTed  and  did  well  iu  a  clear  atmosphere. 
It  subsequently  appeared  that  the  child  had  been  thui 
expoflcd  to  the  influence  of  the  poison  for  scvcrnl  days. 

During  tiio  rains,  charcoal  pads  arc  much  used  iu  Euro- 
pean houses  for  drying  towels,  &c.,  which  arc  spread  ou  m 
bamhoo  frame  orcr  the  pan.  I  have  found  iny  owu  children 
sittinff  round  a  carbonic  acid  manufactory  of  this  kind,  wh«a 
the  air  of  a  lofty  room  had  become  very  perceptibly  fi 
by  carbonic  acid. 

It  was  reported  io  the  Calcutta  papers  in  jray  Inst  that, 
several  diriUhs  having  recently  occurred  by  persons  descend- 
ing into  wclU  fur  lotus  which  had  been  dropped,  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  at  the  rccoinmcudation  of  the  Coroner,  hnd 
ordered  a  notice  to  be  given  hy  beat  of  tomtom  throughout 
the  native  part  of  the  town,  warning  the  people  of  the 
danger  of  going  down  into  wells  without  taking  the  precnn- 
tioD  of  ascertaining  whether  a  light  will  burn  near  the 
surface  of  the  water.  It  would  &crin  that  this  mode  of 
warning  U  an  old  custom  which  had  fallen  into  disuse. 

TARTARiKKn  Antimony. — I  lately  heard  of  an  instnnoe  in 
which  a  family  rCMding  near  Calcutta  had  suffered  grcatlj 
from  the  stupidity  of  a  natirc  servant,  who  added  a  quantity 
of  this  preparation,  which  he  found  lying  about,  to  a  curry, 
niiitakiug  it  for  nalt  I 

liroBATKO  OxiDR  Or  Lead. — The  practice  of  keeping 
drinking  water  in  long-necked  leaden  bottles,  uhich  do  not 
ndiuit  of  being  pioperly  cleaned  out,  mo«t  iindoul)tcdly  leads 
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txi  muclt  severe  illness  in  tliis  country.  Filtered  rain  water  of 
great  purity,  olmoat  perfectljf  free  from  sniine  matter,  being 
commonly  in  use,  the  cbetnictil  actiou  of  this  flajd  upon  the 
contaiuLug  lendeo  vcuela  maat  bo  incessant.  Some  yean 
since,  baviug  to  prepare  bonie  meclicine  at  u  patient's  house, 
I  called  for  watcr^  which  was  brought  in  a  leaden  surai.  Upon 
pouring  it  out,  I  was  startled  to  find  it  perfectly  milky 
from  admixture,  as  wan  afterwards  proved,  with  a  very  large 
qnantity  of  Oxide  of  Lead.  It  was  found  that  the  water 
(about  half  a  pint)  had  boeo  standing  m  the  vessel  fur  nearly 
a  week.  Wa.A  the  invalid  called  for  this  draught  in  the 
night,  it  wouUi,  in  all  probability,  have  destroyed  life. 

Some  months  hack,  1  was  consulted  by  a  gentleman  for 
a  wenldieKs  in  one  of  his  feet.  On  endeavoring  to  plant  tho 
foot  lirmly  on  the  ground,  one  of  the  muscles  of  the  sole, 
probably  the  adductor  pulUcis,  appeared  t<>  fail  suddenly;  ho 
was,  therefore,  compelled  to  rest  in  walking  on  the  heel  and 
outer  side  of  the  foot.  This  had  come  on  gradually  without 
any  hurt,  that  he  was  aware  of,  or  other  apparent  cause. 
Being  almost  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this,  I  incjuired  whether 
his  servants  Icept  bis  drinking  water  in  leaden  vessels.  JJe 
at  once  replied  that  he  had  purchased  one  at  Moulmcin,  and 
had  used  it  constantly  until  a  short  time  previously,  ic/ien  the 
neck  ftad  come  off.  There  was  no  appearance  of  a  lead  line 
upoD  the  gums  and,  as  he  appeared  in  robnst  health,  I 
merely  recommended  frictions  and  the  sidt  and  water  douebo, 
and  advised  him  to  wear  an  inHcKiblc  »oIe.  The  wcakuusa 
gnulunily  woro  off,  and  be  has  since  walked  firmly. 


POISONOUS  GRAIN  AND  LEGUMES. 

Rice. — Tt  ia  a  fact  practically  understood  by  erery  native 
of  Itcrigal  tiiat  new  rice  cannot  be  eaten  with  impuuity,  as 
it  generally  proves  indigestible  and  is  liable  to  give  rise  to 
diarrhcca,  dysentery  and  other  evidences  of  intestinal  irrita- 


tion.     The  mc  of  very  new  rice  has  generally  been  forbi 

ill  the  Jftil))  of  Bengal,  but  it  is  coiisidcrtfd  that  the  grain  t 

not  perfectly  wliolcsome  until  it  Iirs  been  cnrofullv  stored 

for  two  ycnrs.    Mr.  F.  V.  Strong,  Surgeon  to  the  24-Per- 

gunniihs,  whose  attention  has,  for  many  years,  been  directed 

to  the  tm{>or1nnt  suliject  of  dictiug  prinoucrs,  baa  shown*  by 

tabular  atatetncntx  that  an  inferior  kiuil  of  grain,  known 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  Calcutta  as  "  Dere^'  rice,  is  bo 

nnwbolesoine  as  to  be   positirely  destruotirc  to  the  live*  of 

those  who  cat  it  constantly.   Some  years  since,  it  w»a  believed 

by  many  that  outbreaka  of  Epidemic  Cholera  were  mainly 

due  to  au  unwholesome  condition  of  the  rice  of  the  •eftwrn. 

Withont  admitting  thin,  however,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 

tuferior  rice,  apart  it  would  seem  from  any  positive  disease 

in  the  grain,  is  a  very  dangerous  nrticlo  of  food,  especially 

to  those  unaccustomed  to  its  u»e.     Dr.  McNab  published,  H 

in  I838,t  sonic  %"ulnablc  remarks  on  "  Bad  Rice  irhtm  utttl 

as  food  produc/ive  of  Thfsentery  and  ot/wr  Akiae   Affections." 

His  ubBLTvatious  were  chii-fly   made  uiooiig  sepoys  who,  on 

their  arrival  in  Bengal  from  the  Upper  Provinces,  had  their 

wheat  fluur(W/«i)a<lultcmted  with  f^und  rice  of  a  cheap  and 

inferior  kind.  Dr.  McN'ab  states  that, — "  U'hon  the   didoaae 

wa«  at  its   worst  in   the  regiment,  the  symptoms  became 

cxcecdiugly  distressing,  very   many  bad  cxccasiTe  torminse 

and  tenesmus  with  stools  consisting  entirely  of  blood  and 

mucus  in  white  flakes,  destitute  of  n  siugle  trace  of  feculent 

matter.     From  IG  to  SO,  or  even  21,  were  not  uncoramou 

occurrences  in  the  course  of  the  night,  leaving  hardly  half 

au  hour's  interval  between  each  evacuation.    TJio  calls  were 

*  lotLu  AwmU  of  UodiMd  Sci«oe«,  No.  V.,  t.w  Octobw  1855.  ^l  168. 

t  Qwrkirl;  Journal  of  ibe  CalmiCIa  Medical  and  Phyaical  Society.  Juljr. 
T>r.  Fincb  cun»i<lcTrJ  tkat  Ui«  inju'ioua  vHVta  of  a  inixitd  rine  and  al«  di*t 
had  bM!B  o««n»t«<<l,— Tniu.  Uwdieal  wid  ffajun)  iiuciMjr,  roL  U.  Part  I . 
p.  20. 
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urgent  and  rcquiicd  iuHtwit  obedience.  Oo  pressure,  few 
liad  pain  above  the  pubca,  or  indeed  in  (iny  other  part  of  the 
abdomen ;  tbo  scusutiou  iu  tbc  foroier  place  vas  chnmc- 
terized  aa  as  impatient  sort  of  uneasiness,  so  to  spcuk,  which 
did  not  uQOQDt  ereu  to  teodcrness  ;  oone  felt  sick  at  stotuacli, 
some  CDmpt&iued  of  dry  tongue  witli  thirst,  and  slight 
incrensc  of  surface  heat;  whilst  others,  though  the  local 
iymptoms  wore,  perhaps,  equallr  intense,  suffered  but  little 
general  disturbance  of  the  syatcn).  The  pulse,  in  most  in- 
stances, had  an  accelerated  beat"*  *.  "  The  tongue,  excepting 
where  pyrcxin  existed,  was  usually  moist  though  coated  to  a 
grenter  or  Icsk  degree;  the  fnr  being  Hometiiucs  of  consider- 
able thickness  and  of  a  pale  yellowish  colour.  When  dry, 
the  colour  of  the  tongue  inclined  to  redness." — In  short,  the 
disease  was  simple  uncomplicated  Dysentery,  ariaiug  entirely 
from  irritutiuu  of  the  iutcstiuul  mucous  uicuibraue. 

Dr.  KcRQCth  Mackinnon,  iu  spcukiug  of  the  diseases  most 
prevalent  among  the  native  inhabitants  of  Tirhoot,  says— 
"I  have  met  with  one  case  of  geuuine  dry  gangrene  ;  nod  I 
am  inclined  to  tliink  further  observatioa  will  sliow  that  the 
diseased  groins  in  this  eoautiy  vrill  sometimes  show  a  kind 
of  ergot,  and  that  will,  I  suppose,  produce  the  dry  gangrene. 
Other  writers  have  stated  that  n  permanent  contraction  of 
the  knee  joints  is  a  frcqitout  cousequeiice  of  eating  some 
kinds  of  Kodoo, — the  Poapaium  Frumentacfum :  numbers  of 
people  80  affected,  are  to  be  secu  here."* 

LatUynu  Sativm. — Colonel  Slceman  appcore  to  Imve 
been  umong  tho  firfit  irho  directed  attention  to  the  inju- 
rious conse(|ueuces  resulting  from  the  use  of  this  legume 
amongst  the  people  of  Central  and  Northern  India.  He 
states  that,  in  1829,  the  whent  and  other  spring  crops  iti 
the  villages  about  Sanger,  were  destroyed  by  a  severe  liail- 

*  Oa  tlif  Pubik  Ilcdih,  Climsie,  Ilj^ipnu)  and  EVoraitinf;  ]>{wifu«B  of 
Bengal  and  th*  North- W«t  Previoce*.  p.  36, 
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Btonn ;  in  1830,  they  were  deficient  from  tlic  want  of  season- 
able rains;  and,  in  1831,  they  were  destroyed  by  blight. 
During  those  tliree  years,  this  teoree,  or  what,  in  other  pnrt« 
of  India,  is  called  ifsdrree,  (a  kind  of  wild  vctcb  which,  though 
not  »owa  itself,  is  left  carelessly  to  f;row  among  the  wheat 
and  other  grain,  and  ^rcn  in  the  green  nnd  dry  state  to 
cattle,)  rcmainctl  uninjured,  and  thrired  with  great  luxnri- 
anoe.  lu  1831,  they  reaped  *  rich  crop  of  it  from  the 
blighted  wheat  fields;  and  sabsisted  upon  it  during  that 
and  the  following  years,  giving  the  stalks  and  leaven  only  to 
Iheir  cattle.  In  1833,  tho  sad  effects  of  this  food  began  to 
manifest  themaelvea.  The  younger  part  of  the  population  of 
this  nnd  the  surrounding  villages,  from  the  age  of  30  down- 
wards, began  to  be  depriTcd  of  the  nsc  of  their  limlw  below 
the  waist,  by  paralytic  strokes,  iu  all  canes  sudden,  but  in 
some  more  severe  than  in  others.  About  half  che  youth  of 
this  village  of  both  scies  became  alTccted  during  the  yeara 
1833-S4;  and  many  of  them  lost  the  use  of  their  lower  limbi 
entirely,  and  were  uuable  to  move.  Tbc  youth  of  the  sur- 
rounding villages,  in  which  the  ttoret,  from  the  same  causes, 
formed  the  chief  article  of  food  duriug  the  years  1831-32, 
Buffered  iu  an  equal  degree.  Since  tbc  year  183I-,  no  new 
ease  had  occarrcd  ;  but  no  person  once  nttHcked,  bad  been 
found  to  recover  the  nse  of  the  limbs  affected,  and  CoL 
Slccman's  tent  was  surrounded  by  great  numbers  of  tlie 
youth  in  different  stages  of  the  disease.  Some  of  them 
were  rer\'  line-looliing  young  men,  of  good  caste  and  respect- 
able families;  and  all  stated  that  their  pains  and  infirmittei 
were  oon6ned  entirely  to  the  parts  below  the  waist.  Tbe^ 
described  the  attacks  as  coming  on  suddenly,  of^cn  while  tbe 
person  waa  asleep,  and  without  any  warning  symptomi 
whatever  ;  and  stated  that  a  greater  portion  of  the  young 
men  were  attacked  than  of  tlie  young  women.  It  was  the 
prevailing  tipinion  of  the  natives,  tliruiighout  the  country. 
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that  both  )io»e«  nud  bullocks,  vbicb  liave  been  fed  much 
upon  ieorte,  are  Imblo  to  lose  ibe  use  of  the  limbs*.     More 
recently.  Hr.  Kinlocli  W.  Kirk  lias  published  somv  ititcrent* 
iDg  reiuurks  npon  the  injurious  effects  of  this  kesdrree  d&I 
upon  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  Upper  Sindh.     His  atteution 
vu  first  directed  to  the  nibjeot  b^  a  villager  bringiog  iiis 
vife,  about  30  je&n  of  age,  to  him    with  parairsis  of  her 
lower  extremities,  she  had  been  so  afflicted  for  the  last  four 
years,  the  man  said, — "  it  is  from  ketdrrft :  we  are  very  poor, 
aud  she  was  obliged  to  eat  it  for  five  months  na  end."     Dr. 
Kirk  hiul  never  heard  of  such  effects  before  from  any  grain 
and  asked  whether  it  was  good  of  its  kind ;  finding  it  was 
■0,  he  sent  the  man  into  the  bazar  to  bring  him  a  handful, 
which  he  subscqucntlj  showed  to  some  respectable  outirea, 
and  was  told  that  disease  from  its  use  mm  yery  common  all 
over  the  country.     The  rillagers  said  that,  if  they  sowed  a 
better  kiod  of  grain,  it  would  be  plundered  by  the  Beloochees 
from  the  hills,  hut  that  they  would  not  tiike  this.     He  did 
not  enter  a  village  in  Sindh  where  this  vetch  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  bazar,  and  daily  used  by  great  uumbcra  of  poor 
people,  nor  where  several   were  uot  rendered  most  helpless 
objects  by  the  use  of  it.     Their  general  health  seemed  good, 
their  only  complaint  being  that  they  had  uo  power  in  their 
legs,  but  they  moved  about  UftiugthcmsclTes  on  their  arms  : 
ktadrree  they  described  as  causing  "  Badee,"  or  %e\cre  pains 
in  the  jcnnts  like  those  of  acute  rheumatism  in  the  first 
instance,  but  gradunlly  chauging  into  the  permanent  uilcction 
described,  the  seat  of  which  is  probably  in  the  lumbar  por- 
tion of  the  spinal  cord.     Under  the  use  of  a  poisouous  food 
of  this  kind,  the  injury  which  meets  the  eye  is  nothing  to 
the  unseen  erii,  which   docs  uot   terminate  with  the  indi. 
^■idaal;  but  extends  itself  to  the  children  of  the  third  and 


*  Op.  atst,  Vul.  1,  p.  135. 
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fourth  generation.  AU  uatives  know  that  this  dill 
poison,  and  cat  it  only  bccimse  it  is  cheap,  thinking  that 
they  cau  stop  in  time  to  save  tliemselvca  from  its  conse- 
quences. Ur.  Kirk  adds  an  cxprctsion  of  confidence  that, 
could  the  amount  of  the  evil  be  known,  it  would  awaken 
the  sympathy  of  Government  in  behalf  of  the  people  who 
arc  compelled  by  want  to  endure  it;  indeed  he  considers 
that  it  would  be  a  boon  were  ita  cuUivntion  anppreiuei) 
entirely.* 

EXAMINATION  OF  TDK  MRDICIKAL  STOCKS  OF  DUK- 
KEEAS.  he. 

It  will  not  nnfrequcntly  happen  that  the  ciril  surgeon  will 
be  required  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  medicinitl  stock 
of  n  uatire  trader  seized  under  siiHpicionsi  circumstances,  Thia 
will  gcucrolly  comprise  a  variety  of  charms,  the  teeth  of 
alligators,  the  dried  teats  of  the  jackal,  or  of  some  animal  of 
like  sisc,  scales  of  the  mania,  tigers'  claws,  &c.,  &c.,  together 
with  a  few  inert  substances,  such  aa  chunam  (lime),  iron-rust, 
tabasbir,  Sec,  and  several  poisonH,. — white  arsenic,  (perhaps, 
bearing  marks  of  scraping  on  the  edge,)  orpimcnt,  realgar, 
crude  antimony,  dhaloora  seeds,  gunjah  leaves,  churrua,  and 
the  roots  of  aconite  and  hellebore.  Tbc  fulloiriug  is  a  Hat  of 
this  kind  from  the  Records.  1.  "Ordinary  bazar  spirit.  2. 
The  liquid  had  disappeared,  the  lumps  are  vegetable  matter, 
nature  cannot  be  positively  stated.  3.  Sugar  slime.  4>.  Oil  of 
Cinnamon,  Ditto  of  Peppermint.  5.  Dhatoora  seeds.  6.  Fills 
which,  on  analysis,  yield  oxide  of  lead.  7.  Dbatoora  fruits  , 
entire,  with  seed.  8.  Vegetable  powder,  nature  cannot  b0r-fl| 
positively  stated.  9.  Yellow  Sulphurct  of  .Arsenic  (Hurtal)  and 
Sulphurct  of  Copper.  10.  A  quantity  of  the  routs  of  theSuugj-a 


*  M*dii'*)  Tc'pt'grtfhy  of  upper  Sitidh,  p.  $0.  For  unplo  ptrticulara  of 
idnflar  oifenta  rtuiltinK  fnitn  tlw  n»p  of  tli«  iMihjiritt  Cktra  and  iht>  £n-«N 
KrvHia,  or  Bltuv  V«t«h,  in  Mvvro)  of  Uic  conltuonlal  sUtct  uT  Europe.  S*t 
TsjloT  on  IVtMu.  x^  us. 
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Bikfa  (AconUtan   Fentx  of  Nipal,)    »  de&dtf  poison.     II. 
Vcgcta\jtu  powder,  oature  caunot  be  positlre)/  affirmed." 

EKCOGSITION  OF  VEOETABI.F,  POISOS8, 

The  modes  of  recofniziDg  the  Vegetabie  poistnu,  moft 
employed  in  India,  by  chemical  teits  and  by  microiaofaeil 
cxamjaattoo,  ia  a  subject  which  especially  dcnunds  eareftU 
iuvestigatjon  bj  our  best  practical  chcmiits  and  botanuti. 
CftWt  of  mineral  poiaoniug  offcrr  few  difficulties;  but — vith 
the  exci^ptioi)  of  Opiuiu,  Xnx  Yomica,  Pluiubago  Bosca,  and 
Crotou  Oil — vegetable  mxttera,  capeciallj  when  long  exposed 
to  fermentatioa  aud  putrefactioo,  geucrally  defjr  analysis.  Al- 
though rules  are  laid  dovn  in  chemical  vorlu  for  the  aepa* 
ration  o(  Veiarim  and  Aeaniiinf,  it  can  rarely  be  possible  to 
detect  these  alkaloids,  viicrc  they  have  only  existed  in  minute 
quautiticit,  in  mixtures  of  decaying  auimal  and  r^ctnblc 
matter,  or  have  been  csponcd  for  days  to  the  effects  of  beat 
and  fermentation.  This  is  n  very  nnfortunatc  circumstance, 
as  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  these  two  are  the  vegetable 
poisons  most  frequently  employed  for  homicidal  purpuseit  in 
this  country.  The  late  ftfr.  Siddons  remarked,  with  great 
truth,  that, — "  The  natives  of  Bengal  arc  growing  exceedingly 
expert  at  poisoning;  and,  since  the  hanging  of  a  number 
who  used  arsenic,  corrosive  sublimate,  &c., — metallic  poisona 
are  seldom  had  recourse  to;  a  fact  worthy  of  the  most  seri- 
ous attention."*  In  1832,  the  Chemical  Examiucr  indented 
for  a  powerful  microacopv,  and  matters  sent  for  cxnminatioQ, 
such  as  blood  and  other  stains,  minute  cTystalline  depo-sitg, 
vegetable  tissues,  &c.,  &e.,  arc  now  carefully  subjected  to  that 
test.  Nearly  every  vegetable  structure,  which  has  not  lost 
itA  organic  form  by  chemical  or  putrefactive  decomposition, 
may  now  be  distinctively  recognized  npon   the   field  of  a 
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microscope.'*'  A  nell-couducted  microscopical  examination 
of  the  tisBUG!)  of  thc!  poiaonooa  roots,  Bccdi,  bnrks,  &c.,  com- 
moQlp  employed  in  ludta,  nnd  especinlly  of  the  Koot  of  thc 
Aconilvm  firoraud  of  tlieEpisperm  of  the/)Aayoora  Fastuosa 
vould  prove  A  real  boon  to  th«  profession,  and  to  the  cause 
of  humanity  and  justice.f 

In  caacfl  where  Tcgctablc  poisons  are  given  in  the  form  of 
extract  or  decoction,  and  where  putrefaction  has  mach  ad- 
Tanoedj  recognition  of  their  presence  fay  microscopical  exami- 
nation  is,  of  course,  out  of  the  question.  Still,  except  in 
the  cases  of  Opium,  Nux  Vomica,  and  Gunjah,  these  modes 
of  preparation  seldoTQ  obtain  among  poisonera  in  India.  A 
coarse  powder,  which  has  probably  been  triturated  between 
two  rough  stones,  is  the  form  in  which  both  regetable  and 
mineral  poisons  are  usually  mixed  with  the  rictim's  food. 
It  should  be  especially  borne  in  mind  tbat^  in  all  cases,  the 
preserration  of  vegetable  poisons  in  suspected  matters  is 
greatly  aided  by  the  addition  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  pure 
spirit  to  the  compound,  immediately  it  comes  into  the  medi- 
cal officer's  posaession.J 


*  Bm  Mr.  G.  KriEHl't  rvmarkt  oa  iliv  deicvtiun  nf  tha  CiyaMl*  of  Ane- 
nlout  and  Oxalic  Acid  bjr  tko  iAi^fJtiaoyh—Mtdiral  Tiam  and  G»t»tu, 
April  SSth,  18U. 

t  1  am  Bnihorlscd  to  state  tliRt  tbo  Tvditorsof  tbo  Indian  AniuiU  tt^Xtdkat 
SdtHct  trill  hv  h'ppy  t<^  nffard  *H  th«  aisUUDcti  in  ih^ir  pmcr  in  tkc  puMi- 
cation  of  ihn  n-anlcii  of  «uuh  inrMilgillon,  and  will  iind«itak*  lo  h»»»  say 
csruful  drania^  of  tho  mirnMcopuwl  kppcnraacn  prtvenled  b;  die  vcgrWUa 
tiasDM,  whii-h  msj  bo  M-nt  to  th»m.  lapJcd  fur  Utoir  Journal   by  Uw  ban 

{  TV.  Moiuit  obMTTM,— with  nfitTvtux  to  Dr.  Taylor's  mmnrk,  ihil  «ddf- 
lion  of  iplrit  to  nullcn  inl<iDded  fur  cbtmiokl  (Muninfttiu-ii  niiitFriaJlf  con* 
plkau*  tfc*  kBkl^-uv— t^At  it  Is  eoiTMt,  u  ngiu4t  Eurofw,  whrrn  ihe  dwum 
jif  i«i«Ht<0  f  '•hftm)'*wl  i^Uli'***'''^"  uv  olwuyn  ai  huid  ;  litil.  thai  tl  U  not 

■PPUmUc  to  K 00011117,  wli«rs*  >usp^lCH]    RubtUncn    h*ii    to    tnttfll    »At««l 

hundrvd  mOifti,  mnd  pulnrMlion  i*  npid  uid  cam|il(9l«  beforo  it  can  bti  sab* 
■itkil  (0  tay  itmijm. 
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But  few  general  rules  can  he  laid  doirn  with  rc^rd  to — 
T7te  manner,  in  which  poisoia  art  generallt/  admimttertd  in 
India — 'Our  criminal  records  ftflTurdiug  instances  in  which 
they  hiive  been  givcu  iu  uearly  every  kind  of  food  nnd  drink 
common  aiDons  the  natirea ;— in  water,  wine,  apirits,  sherbet, 
nuttoo,  or  parched  ^rain,  dAl  (lentils,)  rice,  kaddoo  and 
other  turkarecs  (regetahlcs),  in  goor  (treacle  or  coerec  Bupar), 
in  sweetmeatB,  &c.,  fcc.  The  last  is,  however,  a  faioritc  mode 
of  concealing  poiaou  among  the  natives.  The  Majeon,  a 
compound  of  sugar,  hnttcr,  flour,  milk,  and  iidhee  or  bang* 
is  a  preparation  of  the  Caunnhis  Indica,  which  can  prohably 
be  purchased  iu  nearly  every  basar  in  India,  ami  which  is 
known  to  every  notivo;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  other 
conftctionary,  containing  Opium,  Dltatoora,t  &c.,  may  also 
he  prepared  by  nefarious  dealers, — although  acquaintance  with 
such  deadly  streets  is  entirely  ignored  by  nearly  all  who  arc 
qaestioncd  upon  the  subject.  Numerous  cases  might  be  cited 
ill  which  Arsenic,  DlintoorH,  and  Aconite  have  been  minted  in 
aweetmeats  for  criminal  purposea. 

OUTWAKD  ASPECT  OF  TFIK  BODY  AND  COUSTEXANCE  IN 
DEATU  FROM  POISONING. 

The  reports  sent  into  the  Nizamut,  about  fourteen  yenra 
■gOj  arc  replete  with  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a  general 
belief,  not  only  in  the  minds  of  the  police  and  of  the  judicial 
ofScers,  but  also  among  the  medical  witnesses,  tliat  certain 
outward  appearances  are  to  be  received  as  ijuiications,  that 
death  has  retvUed  from  poiton.  Thus  we  find  it  iuquired  • 
"  Are  yoa  of  opinion    that   any    poisonous   subatancc  taken 

*  CShaugfancMy. 
t  Dr.  O'Shaughueu)'*!  infDriDBiit  in  (he  niannsr  in  xhicb  U^ooq  j«  pi«. 
pt^-d  iitiA  thnw  Mmatliiirt.  b^'  tjwcial  order  of  customera.  b«  iatrwliKMl 
Dtistnorn  wmIi,  but  ntwr  Nux  V^otnioa. 
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intenmlly,  frould  }iarc  caused  the  rnpiil  ilecum position  of 
the  body ;  aud  wimt  appearances  docs  the  body  of  n  person, 
bciug  a  native  of  this  country,  geucnilly  exhibit  ou  beiug 
poisoned  ?"  The  reply  is — "  I  do  not  thiuk  that  poison 
would  much  accelerate  decoiu position,  but  differeot  poisons 
would  have  ditTorcnt  cfTects  upon  the  body.  Tho  face  aud 
features  of  a  person  who  had  died  from  taking  poison  would 
be  distorted,  and  show  an  expression  of  paio,"  &C.  Again, 
it  ia  questioned — "It  i&  ntuted  in  the  evidence  that  the  body 
turned  blaek,  and  blood  flowed  from  the  eyes  and  nose; — arc 
these  symptoms  usual  iu  cases  of  death  from  poison,  or  iodi- 
eations  of  the  same?"  The  replyis — "The body  would  turn 
black  ia  cases  iu  which  mineral  poUon  had  been  admiaistcr- 
od,  but  I  thiuk  not  iu  cases  iu  which  vcgctiihle  poisou  had 
been  employed.  The  bleeding  from  the  eyca  and  nose  is 
not  uucommon  after  death  in  other  cases."  The  medical 
witness  in  another  case  says — "  The  nails  were  hUieish, 
which  is  another  mark  of  poison."  This  gentleman  elsewhere 
says,  "  The  gcnend  appearance  of  the  body  was  as  though 
poison  had  been  ud ministered.  The  naila  were  hiaek,  and 
the  skin  unusually  pallid."  It  was  believed,  for  many  ccntu- 
liesj'*  that  the  bodies  of  individuals  who  had  died  under  the 


*  Accordiiif;  to  TuiluK  BriUniiicut  wiu  dt«tr«yed  by  a  paison,  wneoetcd 
byl^K'tuU.  ti}' cammXKl of  Nrri>,  irliii'ti  uctuil inatanUntDusly, U)e  unfoftBBftM 
joalk  Wftuittff  to  bo  BUirlipn  Anva  liv  ■■pilupcj'.  Dio  CftuiDi  mpntijim  Uut 
«■  oxtmirdloiuy  tinitity  (tt4'r([)n.-iul  Lho  fnoeaf  the  cari»c,  whirh  it  wu 
■ttcmiilod  to  ccncv«l  by  Uw  si>]>IU'«lion  ttf  a  pigvionL  W<>  iTo  told,  by  Gdie* 
euinlini,  that  vhm  Popn  Alftxaoaer  VI.  died,  abon;  a  trri-k  nficr  •wallowing 
K  poiiwn  vbkh  h«  IidJ  pmpnrcd  fvr  toiM  of  kU  Csr<dinBU,  lii«  body  bccuno 
b  laatt  fnjjhiriil  spw'UwJc-.  it  wxi  *o  itry  blick.  mpll*d  md  ili-fitrmt^  that  il 
coulii  trarcely  bu  kDOwcii  tho  nose  opprnrcJ  foil  of  p>ilrifn-.1  pus  fluwing 
from  tt,  th*  mouth  hota  up  In  k  Trightful  umnni^r,  and  tlii'  tcmgu*  bacwM 
■MiMlniMly  awvllcil,  k>  thai  tl  ftltud  the  nboln  month.  Ii  n»it  %  Bigfct  to 
v«ry  rtuwUag  uid  horriblr  that  prmpl^  «r«T«  nut  abU'  to  look  on  il.  Bor  to 
fndaro  Ac  pniilrctinl  ttniL'h  thai  came  ttjnvrram,  an  Hrf«  nbliKnl  to  Inm 
llrt<f  Imwti  awiU  aiid  roiirp.    Apart  rron  th«  <HIie>cU  af  |M)iBoa,lbit  WMatiapl^ 
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dFtcts  of  poUon  exhibited,  outwardly,  certain  tokena  of  its  one- 
ration.  In  their  entire  innocence  of  either  chemical  orpntho- 
loRical  knowledge,  the  ancients  clung  with  absolute  reliance 
to  this  error,  which  «fforcis  a  rery  singulw  example  of  fiJsc 
induction,  ioumucb  as,  while   the    inference  wiu  erroneous, 

iho  naiurd  pmgreM  of  dnconipMitiak  in  (he  rvmnint  ut  a  grou-bodivd  am- 
nuili*!,  Mcpotad  lo  ]tiihlic  vft-ir  in  the  inl(I(11<^  cf  ■  lton»ii  AogiML  So,  in  tl>» 
ctMofooeof  Al«x«ii()tr'sriotinM.ff]  thvCardinal  of  Sivmnti,  wa  on  Uilil  (hat 
ulW bis  dvBth  in  coolin«ine«t,ki«bi>dy  vtm  «11»)i-(hI  t«  he  burivil  publiclj-i 
but  e*n  wwt  tftken  tu  hure  It  wull  wrapped  Dp  aud  co*or«d  ;  bul,  uftm  hU 
mutUer'n  raspoctiny  r>al  pl«y>  an*!  boldljr  nocoverini:  it.  th«rc  w«r«  plainly 
ditc'ivortMl  CO  ihe  specUWrR  iho  viubla  m»rk*  of  bi«  hnTingc  brnt  pnAtoned. 
Slmllnr  appcarnnrc-a  ar«  wwd  to  bava  led  to  a  «lo«o  inrcdi^tian  of  tb»  duatba, 
inl&3fl.of  [ho  Dauphin  fc'randj.aoa of  Frtnci*  I. i  and,  in  l&tl.of  tboCanlinal 
da  Slwlici.  huih  of  irboiu  nppoar  to  bay*  diod  from  tb«  »fGMta  *if  pniiioa.  80 
again  the  libcllout  >:i;IitUmii  aMcrtpd.  as  a  proof  tliat  poiicii  bad  bMii 
adiBinlslcrvd  to  Jamrs  (lie  Fini.  that  ilw  kiag>  body  and  lii>itil  «w*)]od  abora 
nuHMurc,  hid  hair,  with  thu  >kin  of  hi*  bead,  iluck  lo  his  pillow,  and  hi*  nail* 
becuM  loose  Dimn  hi*  fin^ra  and  tocx.  The  sanu  ptrtoo,  In  atUmpting  to 
•how  that  t)i«  death  of  ibe  Maniiii^  of  Hamilloii  bwi  bwn  brought  about  In 
lika  mauDur,  say*—"  No  auuiier  wm  lie  dead,  wLeu  th«  fi>rco  of  ihc  pui*Qn 
begaa  to  ovarcotat  iho  fcT««  of  h.i<  body,  it  b^gan  t«  tncll  in  «ucli  tort,  thai 
his  thighs  was  atvoUtn  six  limes  ai  tii|t  us  their  natural  proportion,  his  belly 
bwMMa  aa  big  as  Out  holly  of  aa  ox,  hi*  arms  a*  tine  naCitrAl  quantity  of  lii:! 
thighi,  his  owk  na  brond  us  bis  iilioiildprSt  hit  chucks  nrei  tlio  top  nt  his  dps». 
tlut  Hla  noM  could  iiPt  he  seen  or  di«tin;{oiahcd  t  thu  akia  uf  liia  fur«buad  two 
Angm  high.  Hi>  was  all  orcr  of  divers  colours,  full  of  wat»ri,  viniR  whib, 
SOUK  black,  soma  red,  snmi;  yellow,  «onic  KriTirri,  soiau  blui.',Bnd  thuia^nell 
srilbin  hi*  body  a*  withoul.  His  nottih  and  noM  foaming  bluod,  mixed  with 
froth,  of  ^T«ra  culaitrs,  a  yard  biKfa.'*  Here  nit  hayc  merely  an  nocount  of 
tli*»pp«aruncoare«iiltlng  (Von  vapid  dcoomposilina  intaniionally  •xaggoraiod 
aAeitfitiiiuli'm.  SlillagalntSir  Uonry  Balfurd,  in  cummenliiix  upun  ihudraih 
■>r  ItritiLiiiiicii*,  says — "I  rcmerob^  to  hava  sotm  [ITSd]  the  face  of  Sir 
Thaodiuiua  BouKbtoD,  when  the  corpw  httd  be«rn  disiiiU>rr«d,  in  ordnr  lo  lie 
•xamiDod  fiiT  th«  ssiiafAi-tixn  of  iW  Coronor**  .fury,  add  lla  colour  nxom- 
bled  ibat  of  a  ficlilHi  wiiliiui." 

Appearances  of  tbia  kiiid  are  sfon  by  Civil  Siirgi"'!!*  in  India  cFcry  weiek, 
in  buUici  hriiughl  in  fivr  ovnmi  Tin  linn  during  ibo  hut  W(>uLhi*r,  in  ciuiciv 
whi^rc  ilicro  cxisCa  not  the  sliglilosl  muun  lo  aiippoae  tliat  ili-ath  ho*  rmulCrd 
from  poison. 
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the  obscrviition  wlienceit  wss  dcclnccd  was  perfectly  correct: 
tlio  rapid  progress  of  dccumpusitiuu  uuticcd  iu  tlio  buiUct 
of  strong  and  full-blooded  persons  suddenly  cut  ofT  by  poison 
being  contraatcd  with  tlic  comparatively  slow  »nd  dry  decay 
oftliose  dying  from  exhausting  cbromc  diseases,  or  froDi 
wounds  attended  with  profuse  liicranrrlingc.  The  appear- 
ances which  were,  of  old,  regarded  ns  so  characteristic  of 
death  by  poisoning  arc  the  natural  evidences  of  rapid  de- 
composition in  n  body  of  full  habit.  It  is  certainly  true 
that  some  animal  poisoua,  which  act  fatally  by  disiute- 
grating  the  blood,  appear  to  favor  the  rapid  advance  of 
post  mortem  decomposition.  This  may  be  the  case  with 
snake  poison,  it  is  certainly  so  with  orea.  It  waa  ie> 
marked  by  myself  and  othcni,  many  years  since,  that  the 
bodies  of  persons  dying  of  renal  disease  oflcn  became  ex- 
ceaaivcly  offcnsirc,  even  before  the  vital  heat  had  entirely 
lefl  them.  It  ia  also  stated  that  animals  bitten  by  certain 
venomous  snakes  become  enormously  swollen  in  a  few  minutes, 
and  remain  so  after  death.  This  has  uot  been  obacrvod  to  bo 
the  cose  in  India;  but  I  am  informed  by  a  friend  who  spent 
somo  years  in  Australia  that  he  has  twice  observed  this  result 
in  a  dog  and  a  horse  which  died  from  snake  bite  in  that 
country ;  still  this  point  must  remain  open  for  investigation. 
There  is  not  tltc  slightest  ground,  however,  for  believing 
that  mineral  or  vegetable  poisons  have  any  such  effects.  Br. 
Taylor  says,  "The  bodies  of  persons  poisoned  arc  not  more 
rapidly  decomposed,  csleri*  paribus,  than  those  of  others 
who  have  died  a  sudden  and  vjoleut  death  from  any  other 
CMUe  whatever."  With  regard  to  Distorlhn  qf  the  Coun- 
i&utHce  ajler  death ;  nothing  of  the  kind  can  possibly  occur — 
except  from  merely  mechanical  eanses.  Whatever  amount 
nf  agony  may  precede  death,  all  nervous  action,  and,  with  it, 
all  sutTering,  and  all  eiprcsaion  of  puiu  hy  mu«3ular  contrac- 
tion must  cotwe  with  the  cessation  of  life.     Where  the  eyes 
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remain  open,  nuil  Uie  jaw  U  not  secured,  the  fiicc  will  uiumc 
a  ghastly  appciirnuoe,  wben  rigiditjr  seta  in  ;  bat  no  praclised 
mcdicftl  man  would  mistake  tliin  for  an  expresition  of  pain, 
or  for  distortiou  jirodiic^dduriug  life. 

In  ancient  times,  these  erroneous  opinions  did  infinite 
mischief— And,  iu  the  present  day,  they  caanot  be  too 
atronf^lj  diAAOuutcnaaccd,  vhen  occorring  among  nou-profca- 
aional  persons. 

MODE  OP  TRANSMtTTIHG  SUSPECTED  MATTEHS  FOR 
CHEMICAL  EXAMISATION. 

In  India,  nnfortunntcly,  but  little  Bystcmntic  nrrangcment 
ha^  hitherto  been  ohscn'cd  iu  sending  iu  cases  of  supposctl 
poiKoniug  for  inrcstig^&tion,  Thethcrto  the  ciril  stations  or  to 
the  office  of  the  Chcmicul  Examiner.  Suspicious  portions  of 
food  and  mattern  stnted  to  ImTc  been  vomited  are,  commonly, 
sent  in  by  Darogahs,  in  open  vessels,  with  which  nearly  any 
person  might  tamper  vith  scarcely  a  chance  of  detection, 
and  Iu  unsealed  corcrioga  of  leaves  or  paper.  Again,  no  syste- 
matic pluo  vhiitcver  is  adhered  to  lu  the  manner  of  trnns- 
mittieg  packets  from  civil  stations  to  the  office  of  the  Che- 
mical Examiner.  The  tiovernmcut  Regulation  is,  that  such 
packets  of  suspected  matters,  together  with  full  reports  of 
the  details  of  the  ciise»,  ahould  be  transmitted  to  the 
Chemical  Examiner  dirtci  through  the  magistrate.*  Tliis 
rule  is  generally  attended  to;  but,  not  unfrciiucntly, 
the  medical  officers  send  the  packages  with  their  reports 
direct  to  the  Chemical  Kxamiucr.  The  pages  of  this  officer's 
records  arc  filled  with  remonstrances  upon  the  haaty  and 
insecure  miouier  in  which  suspected  matters  have  been 
packed  and  transmitted, — the  vcsaelu  have  not  been  air-tight, 

*  Scv  Gov(^rlUl)Ullt  Ordort,  Orvulor  IW,  April  4tb,  1843.    Cirt-utftf  110^ 
Juno  :i-lth,  IMS. 
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their  mouths  hnve  not  been  properly  tied  n«  well  an  scaled, 
tlic  corks  have  started  out;  or  the  putrid  mnttrrs,  not  hnviDg 
had  strong  spirit  poured  upon  llicra,  hare  burst  tlie  bottles, — 
or  jnr8  cuclosed  in  boxes,  without  proper  care  in  packing 
the  interstices  cloaely  witli  tow,  cotton,  or  hay,  tavc  broken, 
and  the  horribly  putrid  coutcnts  have  exuded  in  everf 
direcliou.  It  is  evident  thnt,  nltlioiigh  the  transport  of 
glass  or  cartbcru  rcssels  many  hundred  miles  hy  hand  is, 
of  course,  Attended  with  considerable  risk  of  breakage,  many 
of  these  accidents  might  be  avoided,  if  certain  rules  and  pre- 
cautions  were  adhered  to. 

The  Medical  Board  haTO,  on  several  occasions  during  the 
last  twelve  years,  issued  circulars  ciilliug  the  attention  of 
Medical  Officers  to  the  proper  mode  of  packing  morbid 
preparations  and  suspected  matters.  Iii  their  circular  letter 
No.  131,  dated  31st  May  1852,  the  Board,  nndcr  instruction* 
from  Oovcrnmeitt,  aquaint  Medical  OlBcers: — 

*<  Thai  tlicy  ar«  to  ransiiler  ii  to  be  Ih^ir  duty  on  a1]  occanuntt  of 
poit  mtirtem  exaiiiitiacion  ia  wliirli  the  signs  nrr  Rieh  as,  in  tlietr  opiaioii, 
to  miiiire  ihit  tlic  contents  of  llie  sioniat'h,  or  poriions  of  lite 
KUnnai-h  iuelf,  or  of  any  othrr  pvl  of  c)ic>  body,  &liuuld  li«  tnuvMniiK>(I  to 
ihc  Prtaidcncy  lo  be  ieat«d  by  die  Govt-nimrnt  Cht^miu)  Examtner, 
cillicr  to  piit  up  wiih  dtcir  own  liands  l)i>ese  viupccicd  Eubetaaces  in  a 
niilabl?  vessel,  or  it«  th«m  put  up  si  onre  by  on  usi&tant  at  Mibonlinalr, 
aud  K^cr  affixing  as  many  itiipreHNiuiii  of  ihnr  own  toaX  a  ili«y  may 
think  nec<:xiar)'  lo  guard,  ^s  (ar  as  posaihie,  against  die  \t%»A  Xxmg 
opetiei)  ot  tampcKd  niihj  Midtout  drtcclion,  to  dispatch  iliem,"  &c. 

I  recently  made  the  fotloviog  suggestions  to  the  Magis- 
trate of  the  Howrah  district,  for  the  guidance  of  Darogohs, 
ill  transmitting  matters  for  chemical  cxamiuatiou  : 


In  casn  of  poisoning,  Darogahs  arc  in  ihc  habit  of  iirn<liiig  in  cook* 
ipg  vesscli,  containing  mtipicioui  fuod,  cithtt  open  or  tlijlidy  vorertd 
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wit])  IcavM.  I  wcmld  rrcammeiul  ihst  a  f«w  wide-mMilhctl  sKyppennl 
botdec  thonlil  be  supplied  to  roch  ibuinah  for  die  canrf^ance  of  uirti 
mBtlers.  'Hie  Daro^ali  tlwutd  be  onlcml  to  hc  thai  a  |iortiaD  at  ihn 
conteiiU  of  the  cooking  or  cnting  vcmk-E  is  rurfuJIy  placed  in  a  bolilc, 
rt^cdal  care  being  taken  U>  Jnun  in  all  ^imrntary  maticn.  (Pocltoiu 
of  Che  earlh  upon  wliich  per«onii  »iippoKt-c]  lu  liarr  brcti  poiHonetl  Iibv« 
\xmirei}.  or  upon  whicb  suiipiciaus  food  lias  been  [hronn,  slioukl  alio  be 
carefuDy  collcrt<^  atid  scot  in.) 

Tlie  boillt',  b«ing  llim  sloppcretl^  shaald  have  tu  inoutli  securrly  tird 
over  with  thick  waxed  clolli,  and  strong  twine  paiwing  across  ihe  &ti>[ipcr. 
Tlie  cloth  oihI  string  should  tliL-n  W  compktely  coT«red  witll  waling- 
wnx,  upon  which  the  of!ice  seal  of  the  ilinimnli  »hould  be  ironientHl. 
Tlie  bottle,  enveloped  in  «ased  elotli,  sKould  Iw  smi  In  hy  hnud. 

It  ntiulJ  be  highly  advisable  that  CTcrj*  Civil  SurptKin 
should  be  suppliL'il  ntth  u  fun*  glnas  or  porcelain  jars,  tnunii* 
factured  for  Ibe  express  purpose,  out  of  materials  iu  wliicJt 
the  absence  of  arsenic,  liarytes,  leuid,  &c.,  bad  been  clearly 
ascertained  by  chemical  cxarai nation.  Tbcse  would  'ue  best 
secured  by  the  earthen  stoppers  set  in  iron  which  are 
novr  gcnerallr  used  for  English  preserve  pots,  intended 
for  exportation  to  hot  climates.  These,  together  with 
strong  spirit,  leather,  twine,  and  hard  oealiDg-wax  should 
aiwavs  be  reatly  in  the  inspection  room,  and  all  suspect- 
ed matters  ahould  be  placed  in  these  Tessels,  ond  aecor- 
ed  and  sealed  therein  by  the  Civil  Surgeon  himself^  be- 
fore he  quits  the  room  in  vbieh  the  body  has  hecn  exa- 
mined. Every  bottle  should  not  only  be  scaled  with  dij^tiuct 
impressions  of  the  Surgeon's  and  Magistrate's  seuU,  impres- 
sions of  which  should  accompany  the  letters  to  the  Che- 
mical Kuunincr,  but  should  oiso  be  labelled  or  be  accompani- 
ed with  a  memorandum  of  the  matters  sent,  the  atation,  the 
names  of  the  Magistrate  and  Civil  Surgeon,  and  the  dates  of 
their  lettcni,  with  reference  to  the  case  despatched  to  the 
Chemical  Examiner.    The  practice  of  eiiclosiu^  the  letters  in 
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the  pnrccl  contAininfr  the  suspected  matters  is  higlily  objcc- 
tionnblc.  In  mnny  such  cnsva,  tlic  cootcnts  of  the  liottlcs 
escaping,  have  completely  saturated  tlic  letters  which,  in  one 
or  two  instATices,  have  recjuired  to  be  subjected  to  a  tedious 
chemical  process  before  their  contents  could  be  rendered 
legible. 

The  foUoiriog  judicious  directions  for  aecuriug  piickngcs  to 
he  truiisQiittcd  to  the  Cliemicnl  Exaniincr,  were  published  b}' 
Dr.  0'SImu"hncssy  in  1842  : 


*'  PfetfrvciioM  ami  itnpatiih  of  sttsptetett  mailers. — TLire*  oh. 
jMis  should  be  carefully  sltcnJed  w,  in  ibe  liespati-l)  of  all  suspecled 
msttera — tlio  proof  of  identity ;  the  itnpi>SKibility  of  Any  iamfsrciicc 
dutiiig  trftndi  t  and,  thirdly,  prebcrvatioii  from  deconi|H>«tioii. 

I  iUTc  frvijumiily  n.'cviv'cd  nrticlus  fur  nimlyHs  iii  botUes  merely 
corked  in  wooden  boxes,  secured  fay  a  few  uftili,  itc  Ja  mora  than 
one  cas^,  the  content!  of  llie  bottles  h&d  partially  escaped,  or  thonr  nt 
nrious  pirccU  ircrc  taised  togctlicr. 

]l  is  obvi«us  that  it  would  bo  nceedingly  difficult  to  «on- 
Vict  any  Acctised  party  on  eridenoe  given  on  the  analyni  of  aucli 
articles. 

Aniclfs  for  aiiAlj'itis  should  be,  whenever  prarticskle,  encloaed  tn 
glass  bottles  accurately  corked,  tied  and  Makd  wiih  lianl  wax,  and  by 
th«ptira(e  sml  of  the  Siirgi-on  or  Mflgistrale.  Itoilles  shoidd  l)e  en- 
chxed  in  a  duck  layer  of  raw  coll(lT^  mid  all  jilnced  in  tin  and  soldered 
up.  When  wooden  boxes  Diust  be  used,  these  should  be  sealed  and 
Uped  at  erery  openiog,  below  as  well  u  above.  All  liqtiitl  and  nnintal 
matters  hablo  to  decomposition  sliould  be  put  up  iii,  or  mixed  will),  the 
strongest  spirit  avnilnble.  This  c^pcluslly  prevent*  decompoalion  and, 
nilbout  inlcrftfring  with  the  mbsci]ii^nt  nnklyns,  thereby  obviates  tnauy 
serious  accidents.  I  baveknouii  two  uisluicct  of  botdes  bunlitig,  luid 
llie  contents  being  totally  lost  in  transit  by  the  femicntalioi)  of  their 
eonlenu.  Iii  Major  P.'s  cue,  one  of  the  bottles  i-xploded  in  the  Lsbo* 
raloty  with  a  loud  report,  and  the  contents  «cre  lost,  except  a  small 
pottMO." 
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IDEMinCATlOS  OP  HATTERS  SUPPOSED  TO  CONTAIN 
I'OISUN. 

The  following  extract  from  it  letter  adilrMscd  W  Dr.  Mount 
to  tbc  Magistrate  of  Agra  iti  Jiilr  1853,  inrolres  an  impor- 
tant question  with  regard  to  the  uon-ralidity  uf  cvitleiice 
deduced  from  tlio  chemical  cxaminAtionof  Hiispectcd  matters, 
iiisdcurely  preserved  and  transmitted,  vilhout  safficicat 
proof  of  their  tduutity  : 

"I  have  long  l>t-pii  of  opinion,  iliM  cvid»nM  derived  from  aui{><<i!lcd 
tiibstancps  ^f  ^  CnlciilU  for  r:Lain motion,  ii  of  iio  value,  and  vrouM 
tiftt  b«  admitted  in  mvj  Court  of  Justice  on  the  Contiiipntof  Kitropc, 
where  R  grcnKrr  df'grec  of  rare  aiid  guardediiesB  is  required  in  all  int-dicfl- 
IrgiU  cjuos  tb&n  in  Englittid  cr  in  India.  No  precautioM  ttltatrrar  is 
uVtn  to  prove  the  reitl  idvntitj'  of  the  substance,  and  most  casMi  are 
un»«om|)ntiif-d  wiili  any  hivbiry  or  othpr  detail.  Strictly  spenkicig,  Ihe 
identily  of  iho  sulwlsnce  should  be  deposed  to,  aiid  it  xliould  lie  exa- 
mined in  C«urt,  llint  die  i'xiiniiti<.T  way  be  subjected  to  crosa  exaintna- 
lion,  n>gardiiig  (he  process  upon  which  Uv  hue*  luH  judgmciiL  As  lUis 
is  iinpracticnlili',  in  iliit  couiiIrT,  the  Ci»-il  Surgeon  should,  I  am  of 
opinion,  swear  to  the  substance  "hen  properly  packed  in  open  Court,  and 
it  should  then  be  again  oovrred  and  sealed  by  the  JVIsgistrate.  Tli« 
ChenicaJ  Examiner,  upun  rt'cnipt  o(  tlie  pat:kaj,'e,  should  prove  the 
receipt  of  iJie  substance  so  identifieil  with  uabrolten  seals  nnd  xliould 
attest  his  own  examination  before  a  Magisltste  ;  even  this,  I  fear,  will 
not  render  his  lestimony  of  priinnry  value  ;  aa  lit-  cannot  be  mibjt'cted  to 
ciuN  rs&miiintton  fci  the  henelit  of  the  accused  parly.  J  am  uiiaeipiajni- 
ed  wilh  the  laws  in  India  regulating  this  matter,  and  caiiiiol,  therefore, 
say  how  far  the  j)roi-ci-diijg,  above  suggested,  may  he  Jeemttl  practicable 
ur  atlviuible.  Nothing  can,  however,  be  more  unsatit^fnctniy  (ban  tlie 
pfKNeiii  manner  in  vrliidi  luch  cases  are  aeni  to  ilie  Chemical  Eiamiiirr 
for  reporu" 

Evidence  uf  the  identitr  of  potsoiicd  matters  is  ntnclly 
required  iu  tUu  ScuiuMs  Courts,  lu  a  caM:  of  road  poison- 
Uig  ti'ied  at  Morariabnd  iu  I8u3.    [Already  q noted  at  p.  llfi'J 
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the  Superior  Conrt  ttcciilcd  that  "the  Su^r  scat  to  the 
Ctril  Surgeon  for  exanimntiou  nnd  report,  with  irhich  Dfia- 
toora  aad  Snx  Vomica  were  »tjited"  [by  thnt  officer]  "  to 
bnve  been  raixeil,  should  linvc  been  produced  upon  the  triiil 
and  sworn  to,  and  evidence  should  have  been  given  to  shov 
that  it  iraa  the  aamc  which  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 
prisoner  Kiithnoo;  also  in  whoso  cu:)todv'  it  had  sioce  rc- 
mniucd,  and  that  there  had  been  no  opportunity  of  its  being 
tampered  with  or  changed.  Tn  these  re.tpects,  the  record  of 
the  trial  was  defective  j  aud  tlicrc  was  alao  no  proof  of  the 
augar  in  question  having  ever  been  in  the  possewion  of  the" 
[other]  "  priaoncr  Jhanu.*"  In  a  case  of  poisoning  by 
arsenic,  tried  at  Bareilly  in  the  same  year,  the  Judges  of  the 
lilgher  Court  requested  that  the  Sessions  Judge  would  aacer- 
tniu  what  incuus  had  been  adopted  by  the  Magistrate  for 
the  prevention  of  any  tsnipenng  with  the  eoutculs  of  thesto- 
luacli, — the  sealing  up  of  which,  it  would  iieeui,  he  had  left  to 
hia  NaKir, — instead  of  baviag  this  important  duty  performed 
in  his  on' u  presence.  It  Mas  explained  that  the  body  was 
scot  for  examination  to  the  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  who, 
being  sliortly  afterwards  removed  to  Calcutta,  was  unable  to 
analyse  the  contents  of  the  stomach.  The  Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon  was,  therefore,  ordered  to  send  the  bottle  cootnin- 
ing  the  stoQiach  to  the  Joint  Magistrate;  this  he  did,  and  it 
was  received  and  rc-sealcd  in  the  presence  of  the  Joint  Ma- 
gistrate and  also  before  four  witnesses;  the  bottle  was  then 
made  over  to  the  Nsxir  of  the  Court  to  keep  in  Uis  custody 
until  it  could  be  sent  to  Dr.  Kirk,  at  liorcilly,  to  SLnalyze. 
There  was  no  possibility  of  the  contcnto  being  taiupcrud 
with,  as  a  special  peon  took  the  bottle  to  Uiu-eil!y  with  n 
letter  to  Dr.  Kirk.-f  Again,  late  iu  18o4,  the  Sessions  Judge 

•  HuMUit  A4a>luiR*|»rt^Er.W.P.,9I*t  Aiig«ull8Sa,EkeSS. 
t  lliid.  2iiil  SviiUtnliCT  I3JS,  p.  900. 
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of  Moradii\md  remarked,  iu  a  case  of  poUuaing  by  Aoooite, 

fliftt "  in  tbe  Magistrate's  record  was  &  letter  to  bis  addrcw 

from  the  Civil  Assifitimt  Surgeon  of  Moradabad,  reporting 
that  the  ddi  which  he  had  cxauiiucd  contained  particles  of 
the  poisou  abore  oamcd.  There  vta  no  proof  in  his  record,  or 
any  cridcacc  in  bis  [the  Judge's]  Conrt  to  prove  that  the  ddt 
referred  to  in  the  letter  was  a  portion  of  that  which  bad 
been  cooked  by  Eaheemau,  of  which  uhe  and  the  principal 
witnesses  in  this  case  had  partaken ;  and  be  was,  therefore^ 
Doder  the  neeesaity  of  auspcadiug  the  trial.  He  directed 
the  Magistrate  to  furaish  the  rc<\mrcd  proof,  hia  order  being 
contained  in  a  proceeding  which  was  very  explicit.  The 
Magistrate  replied  that  lie  was  unable  to  compreLcud  what 
proofwa-i  required;  and  that  tt  would  be  as  reasonable  toseud 
npwitiiesses  to  prove  that  swordi  or  lattccs,  sent  to  Court  with 
any  Sessions  case,  belonged  to  the  prisocors,  as  to  fiiruisb  proof 
that  the  diit  sent  to  the  Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  was  part 
of  that  which  had  been  found  by  tbe  police  on  the  premises 
of  the  persons  who  had  been  intoxicated  or  poisoned.  He. 
howCTcr,  ordered  the  Kotw&l  to  send  any  witnesses  that 
might  be  procurable,  »nd  directed  the  Civil  Assistant  Sur- 
geon to  attend  at  ihoJudjfo's  Court." — The  proof  of  identity 
failed.* 

KEDICAL  EVIDENCE  IN  CASES  OF  POISONINQ. 

It  appears  to  have  been  only  of  late  years  that  the  validity 
of  the  written  evidence  of  the  Chemical  Esanjiner  in  cases 
of  poisoning  tried  in  the  courts  of  the  Mofuesil  has  been 
questioned.  In  October  1852,  and  again  in  the  following 
September,  the  Sessions  Judge,  Saugor  and  Ncrbudda 
Territories,  brought  before  the  Siuldcr  Court  of  the  Nortli- 
West  Provinoea  a  difficulty  in  respect  to  references  autho- 
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riscd  to  he  made  to  tlie  Cliemicnl  Esamincr  to  Government 
lit  the  Preaideiicy  for  inforiDntion  "vftiefi,  tehen  acquired, 
there  in  no  avaitaltie  mode  of  embodying  into  Ifgal  evidence, 
reeordoble  by  the  Court  trying  a  criminal  ctue,  or  of  antf  effect 
on  tiie  retuil  of  the  trial."  Tlic  local  raoans  of  analytic  eia- 
miutttioa  are,  he  obscrred,  in  most  inntances.  notoriously 
inadequate  to  the  discovery  of  the  nature  of  substances  (even 
mineral)  supposed  to  be  poisonous,  vith  any  ituch  degree  of 
certainty  aa  would  amount  to  legal  evidence  of  the  fact.  In 
easea  of  suppcksed  poisoning  (unhappily  fnr  from  uacommon) 
the  prosperous  or  odrersc  issue  of  the  inquiry  ma;  oflcu 
entirely  turn  on  the  availablcQesa  of  such  professional  testi- 
mony. 

Tlie  Court  replied  that  the  difficulty  commented  upon  by 
the  Sessions  Judge  is  eommou  to  all  the  Courb  of  those 
Provinces,  in  all  of  which  the  want  of  the  eridcncc  of  a 
Chemical  Examiner  is  not  uufrcqucntly  felt.  As,  however, 
the  opinion  of  such  an  officer  is  of  no  value  unless  it  can  bo 
made  available  evidence,  and  as  no  apparent  means  eusted 
by  which  this  end  could  be  obtained,  as  regards  analysis 
made  by  the  Govornmeut  Examiner  in  Calcutta,  the  Court 
would  suggest  that,  in  all  enscs  where  such  evidence  might 

Lbc  required,  the  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Civil  Sur- 
geons, whose  analysis,  though,  perhaps,  not  so  scientific  as 
one  by  the  Chemical  Examiner,  would  at  all  events,  Tuanfrjns 
vaieat,  b©  susceptible  of  proof  on  trial. 
At  that  time,  however,  medical  officers  in  civil  employ  were 
furnished  with  no  other  Chemical  re>agcnts  and  apparatoa 
than  those  nhich  might  happen  to  he  included  among  the 
medical  stores  of  their  Hospitals. 
A  decision  of  great  importance,  as  bearing  upon  this  point, 
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road  poisoner,  haviug  baited  for  the  niglit  with  two  truTtUcri 
whom  he  liad  met  nith  on  the  way,  bis  com[>amoiis  were 
attacked  with  vomiting  and  purging,  and  died  in  the  morning. 
The  prisoner  attempted  to  escape,  but  was  bruught  back 
and  searched,  when  a  packet  of  powder  was  found  in  bis 
kummerbund,  together  with  some  stringa  of  pearls,  which 
latter  he  admitted  to  bare  belonged  to  one  of  the  deceased 
travellers.  The  Civil  Surgeon  examined  the  bodies,  and 
deposed  that  the  men  bad  died  from  poison.  He  abstained 
from  giving  au  opinion  as  to  the  description  of  poison 
used,  and  from  analysing  the  powder  and  a  portion  of 
the  Aonr  of  which  the  deceased  persona  had  partaken,  on 
accoant  of  bis  not  being  provided  with  proper  tests  for 
sach  purposes;  and  he  forwarded  the  stomachs,  the  powder, 
and  tbe  flour  to  the  Chemical  Examiner  in  Calcutta,  with 
tbe  view  of  having  the  question  determined.  The  Chemical 
Examiner  reported  that  the  powder  and  flour  both 
contained  arsenic,  and  tbnt  the  stomachs  also  coutaiued 
arsenic,  and  in  very  considerable  quantities.  On  tbe 
application  of  tbe  Deputy  Mn^stratc,  the  Judge  proposed 
to  the  Sudder  Court  to  conrert  this  report  into  legal 
evidence  by  calling  upon  the  Chemical  Examiner  to  swear 
to  the  tmth  of  the  report,  before  a  Magistrate  in  Calcutta, 
in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  to  be  sent  to  Allahabad, 
to  give  evidence  on  the  trial  to  the  genuineness  of  the 
affidavit.  The  court  rejected  this  proposnl,  on  the  ground 
that  this  course  was  met  by  the  insuperable  objection  that 
there  would  be  no  opportunity  of  cross-examining  the 
Chemical  Examiner,  tbe  real  witness  as  to  facta  ;*  and  directed 


*  1  find,  in  Iho  lUicurds  of  the  Chuuilvsl  Exflnitner.  that  the  tamo  olJM- 
(lon  lu  rt'cciving  ihu  olUcrr's  darpcailion  nn  i^uliivii  vos  made  tm  severtl 
oocBsiffnt  pntioiia  ta  thic  The  law  on  thin  lubjivt  ia  bid  down  in  C.  O., 
Ni)9.  no  BTid  146.  of  vol.  ill, — "■  MagisCrjics  are  not  lo  cull  iijion  ihp  Cti«- 
tsicfti  iuMDiion  to  make  iftJ»vitN  hvtvtt  (Iig  <.'lu«r  Mpt^itratv  vt  C'bK-ulu, 
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the  Depnty  Magistrate  to  send  for  the  stomflclis,  powder, 
Bud  fiour  from  Cidcutta.  This  was  done,  but  the  Cbcmicul 
Examiner  reported  that  evcrj*  tiling  had  been  thrown  away 
as  soon  as  the  analysis  was  finished.  At  the  report  of  the 
Chemicai  Examiner  vaa  not  considered  evidence  lu  the  eye 
of  the  law,  and  the  uature  of  the  powder  was  not  tested  by 
any  witness  at  tho  trial,  the  cose  had  to  be  treated  as  if  no 
powder  had  been  found  on  the  person  of  the  priaoner.  The 
Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  deposed,  upon  the  evidence  afforded 
by  his  dissections,  that  the  men  died  of  poison  of  au  irritant 
uatare,  such  as  arsenic.  L'poQ  this  nnd  the  other  very  clear 
evidences  of  erimiuahty  brought  forward  iu  the  trial,  the 
prisoner  was  eeutenced  to  death.* 

Consequently  upon  the  dehrory  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Sudder  Court  of  the  North-West  Provinces  cited  at  the 
commencement  of  this  Chapter,  Mr.  0.  G.  E.  Ford,  Civil 
Assistant  Surgeon  of  Nursinj^pore,  suggested  that,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  custom  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  small 
aoftlytical  chests  should  be  supplied  for  the  use  of  Civil 
titatious  in  this  Presidency.  Upou  thin,  the  Medical  Board 
rccouimcudcd  to  Government  that  a  supply  of  small  cases 
containing  the  most  useful  tests  for  poisons  should  be  pro* 
cared  from  Europe.     Forty  boxes  of  this  kind  were  supplied 


nC^rdlDgu;  mstuir  referred  fur  exsminsijon.  u  inrh  alBdailu  ape  doI 
ipg*l  »rid«H:«."  It  WQuld  «ppou,  borrtrot,  tliai  ■lull  Ml  AfBdavit  nujr 
tare  KanM  wctght  u  corroborulvo  evldwici'.  Iu  a  c«so  of  poiKtning  by 
Mivntc  tried  in  I8S1  before  tbc  8e9«iona  JuJgo  of  Uie  Saiigur  and  KcrboiliU 
T«nit<>rit!it  the  Juil|[e  r<|)on«d  Chat  tlio  testimony  of  ihn  oIHitm  Jn  Civil 
Mtdic&l  cltkr^,  as  to  ihir  appearuuica  prasmad  on  d)«e«tioD  oftlwiiomBrlt. 
corKiIjur»u.d  by  the  clear  aridaiiM,  on  tlKdavit,  of  liio  Govpramctit  Cbamlcal 
Examiner,  %q  ihr  il«ieu(ioa  of  a  qnaatit;  of  arwnkc  in  Ui«  nont«DU  of  Dm 
■ttmuh,  led  no  doubt  at  all,  in  ociiiiiBotloii  with  tho  proved  facts  of  the  caae, 
thai  ibe  dvalh  (/  tbu  dwcased  nnulml  fhim  iKil>on.^Ktxamiit  Adawlm  B*< 
porta,  N.  W.  P.,  Sth  Mnn-b  l$M,  p.  ICO. 

■  Kiumut  Adawlut  ltci>on4.  It.  W.  P.,  for  Ma;  I9it,  ^  NO, 
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lu  February  1855,  and  have  since  be«n  distributed  to  tlic 
princi^iEl  Civil  Stutious  ia  Bcugal  and  tlie  Noith>Wcst 
Provinces. 

Mnny  a£  the  principitl  trials  for  poisoning;  vliicli  have 
occurred  io  JSurope  and  America  during  the  hist  (iflleen 
years,  hovrerer,  abundantly  shov  that,  iu  obscure  cases,  where 
the  more  dchcate  modes  of  analysis  are  required,  the  opinions 
of  none  but  professed  Chemists  who  Imvc  devoted  nearly 
tlicir  whole  attention  to  the  subject  of  foiicology,  caa  be 
absolutely  authoritative.  It  would,  probably,  he  desirable 
that,  iu  each  circle  of  medical  supcriulendencc,  one  offieor, 
selected  ou  account  of  his  proQciency  iu  chemical  mauipu. 
lation,  should  be  appointed  Chemical  Examiner. 

Another  frequent  and  very  just  cause  for  complaint,  by 
the  Chemical  Kxumincra,  has  always  arisen  from  the  scanti- 
ness of  the  ioformatiou  furnished  to  them  regarding  the  his* 
tory  of  the  suspected  cases  or  matters  under  investigation. 
The  rule,  hovcver,  upon  this  point  is  sufficiently  strict  and 
definite,  ns  laid  dunu  iu  a  Government  minute  of  the  18tb 
Jariuary,  1851— 

"Acad  letter  No.  45,  from  the  Chemic&l  Examiner  to 
Qoverumeut,  dated  the  9th  iustiuit,  requesting,  for  reasons 
stated,  lAat  all  cases  forwarded  to  f/te  C/iemicat  Eiamlnfy  for 
analysis  and  reporl  may  be  accompanied  by  thtr  fullest  details 
that  can  he  procured  for  his  ii^formotion  and  ffuidanee." 

Ad  order  was  passed  to  this  effect. 

A  repetition  of  this  order  will  he  found  in  Skipwith's  Ala- 
gistratc's  Guide,  902  and  C.  O.  Sup.  Pol.  L.  P.  No.  6  of  1843. 

Iu  accordance  with  this  rule,  a  few  Ofliccrs  furnish  not 
only  very  full  details  of  the  histories  of  the  cases,  and  of  the 
appearances  discovered  on  dissection,  but  also  extracts  from 
the  depositiooa  of  wttacsscs  and  other  data,  wborcbj  the 
Chemical  Examiner  is  enabled  to  pcrccirc  iu  what  direction 
his  iuTcatigatious  should  be  especially  directed.    More  (ire- 


qnently,  however,  the  detaiU  sent  nre  extremely  meagre  and 
unHatisfactory ;  and,  in  a  very  great  number  of  iuittaQces,  all 
information  is  evidently  intentionally  ivilbhctd,  the  trons- 
missioD  of  auspecteil  mattera  for  chemical  examination 
bcin^  simply  notified  in  the  letters  of  the  Magistrate  and 
Civil  SargcOD.  For  some  time  nfter  I  had  begun  to  peroM 
the  Chemical  Examiner's  records,  I  felt  quite  unable  to 
Recount  for  the  rery  general  preralenco  of  this  Utter 
practice.  ThiS)  however,  was  explained  by  a  very  able 
and  experienced  brother  officer,  who,  in  reply  to  my  ques- 
tion upon  this  subject,  ftssurcd  me  that  the  transmiwiion 
of  details  was  considered  as  an  nnncccssary  interference, 
which  might  be  riewed  as  intended  to  bias  the  opioion  of 
the  Chemical  Examiner.  If  it  be  possible  that  so  mistaken 
an  idea  can  prevail  in  the  service,  it  is  but  oeceftsary  to 
repeat  that  it  can  only  be  acted  upon  in  violation  of  the  fir«t 
laws  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  in  tranegresaiou  of  an 
express  Qoverument  order. 

LAWS  IS  EOBCE  FOE  TUZ  PDSISHMEST  OF  TOE  CRIME  OF 
rOlSOSINa  IN  INDIA. 


Any  person  againM  whom  Ui«  crime  of  wilful  mUTder,  by  dronniag  or 
poisoning,  maybe  edtbliilied — "Penalty" — to  suffer  dvatk  by  S«umI. — 
B«guIabo»  Vlll.  of  1799,  8«etion  V. 

The  simple  offenee  of  uluiiiiiiil«ring  poison,  irit])  iiil«Rl  lo  cocnmii 
murder,  if  uoatleiulc'd  witli  any  oggTavsCi^d  circuinalancek,  tnty  be  duipot- 
«1  of  by  ih*  Scsiicnj  Judge  "  PennUy" — impmomnrnt  no*  exceeding 
KTtD  yevi — Regulation  LHI.  of  1803,  Section  11.,  CoiiMmction  No. 
755,  Februw)'  Tlh,  1833. 

A  person  a<lintmBti>ring  on  innoxioiiE  drug,  titidor  ibe  imprcsAon  that 
it  if  poison,  incurs  punislirtictit  by  Tareer,  uuiler  ilie  Mahotnedau  L«w, 
—Maoiaghion'*  ReporU^  toL  i,  p.  307. 

Aceonbng  to  Moulrve  Siraj-ool-HiiL's  cxpontion  of  the  Mahomedaa 
Law    "  lite  killing  by  jwisuii,    in  Mlialever   mauoet  it  be  given,  a  aotr 
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dceiDM)  wilful  homicide;  tliat  the  Gn«  of  blood  is  paysblo,  w  for  rma- 
BlsughtcT,  titiie  poison  be  campuliivt'ly  put  by  another  into  lite  moolh 
of  ilie  deceased;  but  ihal,  if  the  dece&sed  look  lh«  poison  iiito  his  own 
hauil,  e.n<\  c&t  or  diAnk  it,  nillioiit  compiiUion,  thwigh  ho  did  uol  know 
it  to  be  poiun,  the  givn  is  liable  to  diserettonary  punisltmcnl  only." 
He  adds,  howevtr,  that  lb*  opinion  of  Tuhai*e,  vis,,  "  Ihat — if  ■  p<T- 
lon  mix  poison  nilb  food,  uid  give  it  to  •noihvr,  who  eals  il,  triliiout 
knowing  it  to  be  poiionoui,  and  di6s,-^lhe  giver  of  tho  poison  ought  to 
suffer  death  by  Sfasut,"  should  prcvai],  "  u  tlie  mixiDi;  poison  with 
food  is  a  heinous  oifi^ncr,  such  m  i*  declared  puiiiahablc  ni(h  death  for 
the  cecurity  of  mankind."— Id  acnaghten's  Reports,  vol.  >■,  p.  CO. 

ADMIHISTBATION  OF  POISONOTIS  DttUOS  WITH  A  VIEW 
TO  KOBEEKY. 

All  uses  in  nhicEi  llie  prisoners  may  bp  convicted  of  administering 
poisonous  drugs  to  pt-rsorin,  with  a  view  to  robbing  them  whil*  in  a  Binic 
of  inBensibility,— whether  death  shall  have  ensued  or  not — come  within 
Ihft  provi^uQs  of  Clause  4,  Section  Vlll.,  Kegulalion  XVII.  1817; 
and  the  Sesaltius  Judge  tritii>t  ^toss  RCtiteiiCR  of  iinprisoninent  in  trans* 
jiortation  Tor  life,  snd  refer  the  case,  if  the  priuiners  *ro  convicted,  for  the 
{irat  sentenre  of  the  Kitamnt  AdaMlul — C.  O.  No.  291  of  vol.  i. 
Construction  Xo.  365,  N.  A.  R.,  vol.  iii..  page  333. 

As  thuggee  officers  arc  vested  with  Mogiturial  powers  with  reipeot 
10  the  specific  crimes  of  thuggee  and  poisoning,  so  persons  couiniitted  oil 
a  charge  of  poisoning,  may  be  tried  by  the  SesMons  Judge  sijtecially 
appointed  for  the  trial  of  thugs.— Construction  Na  1 107. 

Penons  accused  of  robbery  and  murder,  or  of  «ither  of  those  ciimen, 
under  circiimslarices  justifying  a  suspicion  that  the  crimes  have  been 
perpetrated  by  persons  eitgagcd  in  a  systematic  combination  for  uich 
purposes,  are  to  be  made  over  lo  tlie  Asastaut  to  the  General  Superin- 
leudenl  for  the  suppression  of  thuggee,  who  will  commit  the  persons 
so  transferred  to  be  tried  before  the  Special  Sessions  Judge  for  the  trial 
of  thugs,  and  will  make  investigBtioni,  as  to  the  existence  of  c«nibiiia- 
tions  of  ihe  kind  described  with  a  view  to  the  suppresKion  of  ibcoffenees 
to  which  they  giva  litc.     [This  order  was  circulated  in  the  Bchar   dis- 
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tncts  only,  bm  appears  applioAble  to  all  1I10  pTovinc<>s.3 — C.  O.  No.  ^2 
«F  vol.  iii. 

The  d1)otc  rulo  ia  ap[>licabl«  only  to  Ihc  crime  of  Bilininist»rin<r 
pmmnoutAm^Ktfmaas,  with  amw  to  robbing  them  when  in  a  bui« 
of  insenBibility  ;  and  docs  not  include  the  oflVne^  of  admiiList^nng  tlniga 
nod  fiiibstane«*  of  a  BKrrciy  inlaxieating  chuo^tfr,  and  net  of  a  nalur« 
to  endanger  lifr,  for  tli«  purpose  KciteJ  ;  conici^u^iitlf  lltote  cues  only 
arc  r«f«TTabl«  to  Ihc  Nitamut  Ad&nlut,  in  whicli  th«  priionors  ar« 
MCUied  and  convicle*!  of  luving  adminiiilerocl  fioitoncmt  drvgs.— C.  O- 
Vo.  64  of  vol.  iii.     N>  A.  R.,  vol.  v.,  page  121. 

Ia  s<aeh  oaac*  an  indictment  is  defective,  if  the  name  OAly  of  Iho 
drug  used  be  giv«n,  and  its  dL-si;^iiitt&n  of  ]>uieon  be  not  specifically 
adduced.  Sucbindiclineiils,  tlicrcfurv,  are  to  be  worded  simpljr  "  ad- 
minislenng  poi»ou  or  iwisoiiona  drugs  ivilb  intent,''  ftc  (according  as 
athcT  of  llie  above  rules  applies  to  the  cose,)  the  uliclc  given,  whether 
X>liutcH>ra  Or  otlier  substance,  bciug  atlducfid  iti  tlic  evidence  ia  support 
of  llio  charge. — C.  O.  No.  S3  of  vol.  iii. 

The  provisions  of  Clause  5,  Section  VFIT.,  Regulation  XVII. 
of  I8I7,  are  not  applicable  to  cases  of  "  adminiiitenng  inloxkalinff 
drugs  nnd  tliefu" — Construction  No.  1324. 

There  is  no  law  in  India  conlTollIng  the  sale  of  poisoni.' 
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WOUNDS. 


TOSTURE. 

Tlie  cnusea  of  many  of  the  lunds  of  bodily  injtirjf  brooglit 
under  the  notice  of  medical  men  in  India  would  be  per- 
fectly iDesplicnble,  if  attention  bad  not  been  paid  to  the 
various  modea  of  Torture  practised  by  the  natirea. 


•  Aeeon&iK  to  Dr.  WallUh.  lh<>  sale  of  Acooitc  Root  appears  l»  hate  Ix^n 
prokiUud,  tmdor  the  nitUv  i;<>vi>Tiimenu,  011  paia  of  bcB»y  penalties,  eioept 
to  rmoai  ir«U  knovB,  or  b;  amkaiUj'. 
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Seeing  tUftt  the  last  TCstige  of  jurlidal  Torture*  was  not 
expunged  from  our  own  criminjil  code  until  the  year  1771, 
it  ia  not  aurjirising  tlinl,  in  ancient  times,  the  alisolutc  rulers 
of  India  should  have  employed  tins  potent  weiins  of  intimi- 
dation and  extortion  upon  their  sabjccta;  or  that,  among  ■ 
cmfly  and  timid  people,  the  traditions  of  the  pmctice  should 
,be  preserved,  and  not  uufrcquently  acted  upon,  in  the  pre- 
•ent  day.t 

Very  little  information  can  be  gathered  from  hooks  with 
ircgard  to  Torture,  as  now  practised  in  Beugal.  Mr.  Taylor 
menlioust  that  it  iras  formerly  a  common  practice  among 
BumiDdars  in  the  iieighboarhood  of  Dacca  to  confine  thcic 
ryots  in  irons,  and  to  aubject  them  to  Torture  of  different 
kinds ;  but  that  they,  in  the  present  day,  seldom  go  heyond 
the  length  of  imprisoning  their  ryots,  though  instaucca  of 
more  severe  punishment  occasionally  occur. 

I  have  been  at  constderablu  pains  to  ascertain  tho  various 
modes  of  Torture  stili  kuovru,  and  had  recourse  to  In  Beugal. 


•  Th»  i^rri*  FoiU  et  Dun. 
t  UurfbiJ  EulJ  Kbui,  who  Wcaiuo  NiLH«b  at  Btngalia  171fl,  irat,  %mona 
hiR  oihiT  kCrxM-llio*,  remiirknblif  for  the  M'verlty  with  which  ho  pxturlvd 
rtvenuv  from  ihc  ciintiiicliir!!.  Wc  nic  told  tlint  lie  irned  to  nb!l|,'V  rl»fiiu|. 
tern  "  to  wpar  leather  long drowsM.fillwl  with  1irii»t«,  »nd  to  driok  hutlmlu'a 
milk  mixed  with  miIc.  till  ibey  woro  brought  to  dcMh'a  door  by  itt.nhai..'* 
Ihv  chjira  (or  whip)  wu  al*o  coEurtwitljr  in  ujc.  AccotAn);  [g  Stewart,  on* 
ofhiK&gnuU,  Nuir  .\hini>il,  iu«d  to  delirer  over  the  ckptiv*  lanimlan  to 
bo  tormented  %iith  ruiuLm  rrflacmi^iitB  oferuclty,  tuch  m  hangiui;  up  by  [lie 
tevti  UajiiniuIciniTt  &ud  aettiuf  Ihnrn  in  tho  sun  in  lumnior!  Kud  by  ninpf^ing 
tltcm  nahvil,  »nd  Rpriuliliiig  thncn  frvquviiUf  with  eoid  waUtr  in  wluler. 
AncrthtT  of  hia  pcwplu,  S/iid  Itexa  Khan,  ordered  it  pond  lo  be  dug,  fill*! 
«itbci«rjr  tkitiK  dis]^»tine.  tu  n-hir.h,  in  scorn  of  ihc  Ilindua,  hs  gsT*  th«- 
nune  of  lliL'kuoni  (  ParadUt).  und  through  ihis  dvtsslAblo  pdol  the  dufBulii^n 
were  drawu  by  n  rope  tied  iiudur  tlii-ir  ftmu^  I>ariiigtheBiiTBnt««nih  upularr, 
lb<ipriirti(-oofifiiig«-r«tchn«  to  palm  tr«p*  with  ihoir  Iodic*  iincBrtd  with 
honrj,  to  attract  ihe  TtxX  sata,  wu  hy  do  meaiiji  tinfrvqii^jit  ItwiIl|Mv- 
tMtlyheihowlith4tthi>lM(  mt^otivnV'dbiilbAnty  i«BliU  prcTnhnt  in  Unilraa. 
t  A  ak^U-h  of  Iho  TofKigraphy  auid  Stalistici  uf  Darn,  1 8  la 
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The  informatioa  cmhoilied  in  tlic  fullowing  dctniU  bu  been 
riimi.tlicd  ma,  in  reply  to  my  questions,  by  seTcral  uative 
gcutlcmcn  of  high  cbnincter  nud  citcuaive  iuformntion. 

My  original  report  OD  this  subject  appeared  in  tbc  Indian 
Annals  of  Medical  ScKoce  for  October  1854,  not  muuy  days 
after  it  became  known  in  Calcutta  that  tlic  Oovernor  of 
MaiJras  bad  directed,  iu  Miuulca  of  Con»ultatiou  dated  9th 
September  L851,  that  n.  strict  inquiry  should  be  mnde  into 
the  Alleged  Practice  of  Torture  fur  ihc  parpose  of  realising 
Ihc  lUvcnnes  of  the  State  in  that  Presidency.  Tho  followiug 
piigcs  coutain  reference  to  all  the  modca  of  Torture  men- 
tioned in  llie  Report  of  the  Commissioncre  appointed  for  tbe 
inrestigation  of  these  practices.  It  will  be  observed  that  a 
timilarily,  almost  ittnouutiug  to  identity,  exists  between  the 
modes  of  torture  priictised  in  this  and  the  Madriu  Prcsi- 
dcucy, — a  fact  ^rbich  goes  far  to  prove  that  these  atrocities 
have  beco  prevalent  in  every  part  of  India  from  a  period  at 
which  tlie  laws  or,  at  least,  Ibo  national  customa  were 
the  same  througbout  the  country. 

Torture  wna  not  prescribed  by  tbc  ancient  Ilinda  Lav- 
giTers.*  The  iiraetiee  was,  doubtless,  introduced  by  the 
Musaulmauus.  Wc  have  abundant  evidence,  however,  that 
this  atrocity  has  now  become  intimately  blended  with  the 
customs  of  all  sects  and  classes  of  nativea  throughout  India. 
The  poor  practise  Torture  upon  each  other;  robbers  on  their 
Tietims,  and  vice  verad ;  masters  upon  their  servants ;  2umin- 
dnrs  upon  their  ryots  ;  schoolmasters  upon  their  pupils ;  hus- 
bauda  upon  their  wives;  and  even  parents  upon  their  cbildrcn.f 


*  ikandiiig  u<l  poartng  hoi  oil  iMO  ifas  ear  an  saactiOMd  ky  Uena, 
bol  ooljr  M  fUMultmtmta  tot  d*Uetod  ena* — tut  «s  lanUttw  mMmn*  in  cmm 
of  su^ieiaa  or  m  nodas  tf  Tocturo. 

t  ■*  W*  kan  iiMiWM  «f  Toiliirc  bring  tntif  pn»cti«ed  la  e-nry  rolatloa 
oldoaiMUo  lUbi.  flvmiiu  we  tliau  tnmtod  bjr  their  UMtofs  and  (bUowh 
Mrmbt  cUMtni  by  UMir  rarcaU  mmI  kIwoI  ■watcn,  Ibr  tbo  moot  UUbj^ 
OAOOM)  Iki  nrj  plsya  or  Oui  popuUro  (uid  tli«  jiviiU  of  m  nid#  poopl«'» 
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It  is  stntcd,  in  the  Mailros  Report,  Ihat  the  priesU  place  the 
kittee  nnd  anani/tai  (instrumcnti  of  Torture)  before  the  Tri- 
puthy  l<tuta,  atid  cxjiosc  tlicin  to  the  sun,  If  their  vot:mc»  sre 
liHCkward  ia  their  offering!?,*  Thnt  one  of  the  most  common 
kinds  of  punishmcDt  in  the  scbooU  is  to  suspend  a  boy  bjr  tbo 
liKDdSj  vith  the  Sagon  joined  to  a  rope  pultcd  up  to  a  beam  ; 
thia  is  inflicted  on  hoys  ahovff  twelve  years  of  ag%.  Another 
punislimeut  ia  to  pinion  the  boys,  nnd  cause  them  to  stand 
in  a  bending  posturo  with  their  thumbs  on  their  toes, 
another  ia  tring  the  hands  with  the  knees  within  the  arm*, 
nnd  then  thrusting  &  stick  between  the  Krm^  and  knees  mid 
rolling  the  boys  ovcr.t  I  have  hceu  infurmcd,  by  a  ntittvc 
chriatiBU  geutlemon,  Ihitt  (logging  with  the  ttiugiug  hichattee 
plant  nnd  tying  portions  of  this  plxnt  upon  the  body  nre 
punishments  in  commou  use  by  nntire  school  raaaters  in 
Ueiignl.  Again,  it  is  stated  in  the  llcport  that  Indian 
mothers  often  make  their  children  (at  a  punishment)  stand 
in  painful  positions  looking  at  the  sun.t  The  Sub-Judge  of 
Mnngalore  informed  the  Committee  that,  recently,  lu  bis 
own  compound^  a  native  tied  his  child's  hands  together,  and 
then  put  some  pepper  into  bis  eyes,  cnstigation  having  failed. 
He  onderstood  that  this  was  not  at  all  an  nncommon  mode 
iritb  parents  of  subduing  thoir  children,  and  that  not  only 
among  the  most  ignorant  chisses.^     I  am  informed  by  my 


TVbiii"  i«  in  iU  antire)  L^xcilvi  th«  Inii^htfir  nt  ni«ii)'  »  rural  aniliGiu-'u  \ty  lliu 
ealiibitloTi  of  rcTcnue  Kjut-ewjU  out  of  a  tiefiiultoc  coin  t>y  eciin,  throngh  tho 
appliani'u  of  ruulllar  *'  pmvocativeB,"  anitrr  th«  tupuiiuWiuleDoo  of  ft  carica- 
lucvd  T«<hsilil»ri  it  bmdm  a  tirno-tionoird  inititiitioii.  nnd  wc  cutiDot  bt 
untonmlKMl  if  U)c  prfteticc  in  iitill  widely  pr«m'i>nt  iuai>ii(;  this  ignort.Rt, 
iiiiMlui.'ttlMlc1nn  of  native  pubtic  mrvsnU."— iV')''ni'  Commiatitmut'  lUpurt, 
p.  SO. 

•  Apiwndix  C.  Kft  14,  8al«n,  p  cxliiL 

f  Appeudix  C  No.  10,  CaDttn,  jt,  wu*. 

X  Appvntlix  C.  So.  U,  SaWm.  p  ntliii, 

$  Apiwadix  C.  So.  10,  Ctuuuai  p<  car. 
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friend  Mr.  Bedford  tbat,  prenous  to  my  relieving  tiint  at 
Cbtttagon^,  tlio  son  of  au  East  IndiaD  of  indifferent  character 
emploved  there — with  vhom  I  am  also  acquainted,  came  to 
him  with  inflamed  eyes,  declaring  that  bia  father  bad  punisU- 
ed  him  b;-  introducing  red  pepper  into  them. 

Hearchinff  variota  parts  of  the  body, — 1st,  bttming  bv  the 
bcated  chillum  of  a  pipe,  or  kalika,  called  in  Bengali  {Kalikd 
puriya  dag  dcoyd.)  2adj  by  red-hot  charcoal  or  a  fful,  fOttl 
puriga  d6g  deoya.)  Srd^  hy  a  lighted  torch,  {Mashdi  diya 
pardna.)  4th,  \>y  rcd>bot  iron  (Lolta  puriya  deon.)  Stb,  by 
heated  oil,  (Garam  tel  dhaliya  deogdj — or  pouring  hot  oil.  It 
cannot,  however,  always  be  ascertained  bov  the  barns  have 
been  inflicted. 

1*/.  and  2d. — ^The  Surffeona'  reports,  eent  into  the  Nisamnt, 
contain  the  details  of  sercral  cases  where  Torture  by  Fire  waa 
cridently  bad  recourBC  to  ;  it  is  not  perfectly  clear,  in  all,  by 

tat  means  the  heat  was  applied,  but  the  fullowing  aro  eri- 
lently  examples  of  the  Sad,  3rd,  4th  nnd  5th  modea.  I  bare 
met  with  one  case  of  the  1st  kind  in  my  own  practice.  In  a 
case  lent  in  by  Mr.  Stanlako  Bataon,  of  Shuhabad,  ia  1841> 
it  u  mentioned  that  "  the  patient  had  a  circular  wound  on  the 
forc-nrra,  near  the  elbow,  occasioned  1>y  the  application  of 
some  heated  body  to  the  parL"  The  individual  at  first 
appeared  to  be  feigning  insanity,  and  accounted  for  the 
injury  in  more  than  one  improbable  way ;  be,  at  length, 
Btatcd  tbat  the  malik  of  bis  village  and  otbcrs  alleged  a^inst 
him  that  his  mother  was  a  dain,  or  witch,  and  had  applied 
a  hot  tiklec  to  bis  arm  to  torture  him,  vitb  a  view  to  compel 
him  to  leave  the  village;  although  doubtless  false,  this  state- 
ment mu»t  betaken  as  representing  au  existiag  practice.* 

Dr.  Archer,  of  llowrah,  informs  mo  that  a  case  occurred 
within  hia  observation  at  Kiahcnngur,  in  which  a  native. 


*  ScesboNitDtnat  Adawlui  R^poru,  voL  U.,  jioH  1,  uf  IBSa,  J».S1I,  ud 
MacM^jUa'a  Buporti,  roL  ii.,  p.  M. 
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finding  n  man  in  hU  house  cvidcntlf  with  no  goad  inten- 
tion,  overpowered  and  boQDd  tbc  intruder;  nud  tbcu,  seat- 
ing himscir  beside  him,  li{;bted  a  pij>o  and  continued,  £roai 
time  to  time,  to  apply  the  heated  cliillum  to  the  uafortu- 
nttte  wretch's  flesh,  until  bcieudered  him  a  very  fit  subject 
for  meJica]  care. 

In  examining  cases  of  this  kind,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  application  of  the  charcoal  y»;»nd  of  a  rude  but  very 
severe  kind  of  mosa, — both  producing  circular  or  ovul  eschars, 
— is  among  the  moat  frequent  pnicticca  of  the  native  doctors, 
especially  iu  cases  of  enlarged  spleen  and  chronic  rhcuma> 
tism,  aud  as  an  ordinary  means  of  coantcr-irritatiuu. 

A  case  remarkably  ilhiatrativc  of  this  point  occurred  at 
Mooltaye,  in  the  Saugor  territory,  iu  1S51.  It  was  reported 
to  the  Tch^ildar  of  the  place  that  a  dak  hurkani, — who  had 
lately  come  to  his  homo  from  duty,  and  for  three  or  four 
days  had  been  ill  with  vomiting  and  purging, — had  died 
the  night  before ;  and  that,  owing  to  bis  nife  having  an 
intrigue  nith  a  peraoa  named  and  to  consequent  domcjitic 
quarrels,  there  was  suspicion  of  foul  play.  Upon  viewing 
the  body,  this  officer  found  that  the  belly,  hands  and  feet 
were  black,  m  if  scorched  by  fire.  The  man's  mother-ia- 
law  confessed  that  she  had  poisoned  bim  with  white  arsouic« 
Uc  appears  to  have  received  medical  treatment.  The  Tch- 
sitdar  afterwards  informed  the  Sessions  Judge  that  it  is 
customary,  in  those  parts,  to  have  the  part  affected  with 
disease  or  pain  burnt  with  a  hot  iron,  and  that  he  supposed 
this  process  bad  been  applied  in  the  present  instance.  If 
so,  ibc  Judge  considered  it  likely  that  it  was  done  at  the 
instance  of  the  sull'crcr,  or,  the  neighbours;  and  it  ivould, 
of  course,  be  the  cluo  of  the  prisoner  (assuming  her  guilt) 
to  maintain  and  encourage  the  belief  that  his  illness  was 
from  natural  causes.* 

•  Kisiunut  AilBwIut  B«port«,  TX.  W.  P.,  FvU  C  I8H,  p.  102. 
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Rcrcrciicc  u  made,  in  llic  Madras  lU-purt,*  to  the  prcra- 
lencc  there  of  cases  in  which  wotuidn  and  marks,  teilh  htu- 
ierinif  Juicva,  i(C.,  ore  aei/^injlicted  for  piirposcB  of  false  occu- 
8ntiou.  la  March  Inst,  the  Assistant  Mngistrnte  of  Hovral) 
scut  me  a  girl,  about  tcu  jcan  old,  for  my  opinioD  as  to  how 
certain  raarlcs  on  her  cheeks,  arms  niid  bsck  were  caused. 
She  iwscrtecl  that  they  were  burned  with  a  hot  chillon!, 
whereas  the  aecused  declared  that  they  had  been  made  with 
some  paint.  I  found  a  large  circular  brown  mark  on  either 
cheek,  each  of  these  marks  had  a  clean  and  perfectly  defined 
edge.  The  marks  on  the  arms  and  back  wore  parallel  brown 
streaks  with  clean  edges,  there  was  no  vesication,  but  the 
cuticle  was  beginning  to  separate.  Sueb  eren,  clear  edged, 
symmetrical  marks  could  not  liavc  been  indicteil  vitb  a 
heated  body  upon  niiiy  person  who  was  not  in  a  state  of  com- 
plete insensibility  J  and,  from  tlieir  shape,  it  was  erident 
that  they  could  not  have  been  caused  by  the  application  of 
a  cliillum.  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  a  fluid  irritant 
had  been  applied,  and  that  the  case  had  been  trumpc<l  up. 

Srd.—lu  1841,  Mr.  Wilkie,  of  Dinagcpore,  reported  that 
a  Mussulmaun  woman  had  died  from  the  effects  of  being 
burnt  with  a  mashol.  Uc  fouud  a  circular  ulcer,  tlirce 
inches  in  diameter,  on  the  back  ;  the  whole  of  the  inner  sides 
of  both  thighs  and  the  pudenda  were  blistered,  as  were  also 
both  arms  &ud  breasts;  there  was  likewise  a  patch  on  the 
outer  part  of  the  right  thigb,  and  an  ulcor  two  Inches  long 
on  the  popliteal  space  of  that  limb. 

In  1845,  a  well  known  housebreaker,  of  Poomeah,  wna 
arrested  in  the  act  of  committing  a  burglary,  aud  the  brother 
of  the  owner  of  the  house,  being  determined  to  dlseoTcr 
where  the  rest  of  the  gang  hud  secreted  the  property,  tied 
Dp  the  robber  with  his  feet  to  one  post  and  his  hand  to 


*  J^fiiiendix  C.  No.  8,  CmlilBpftk,  p.  xevii. 
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lutdthcr  immcilUitcly  opiMieitc;  and  tlicn,  witli  the  aseiataoco 
of  the  chovckcuilar  and  another  sermnt,  lit  n  good-used 
torch  :uid  Irnrnt  him  from  head  to  foot.  The  police  coii- 
cealRil  this  ntpodty.  A  few  dnrs  afterwftrdii,  the  MagUtrate 
r(H:eivcil  a  i-cport  from  the  Darogsh  and  Mohurir,  who  scat 
in  the  thief  in  a  cart,  saying  that  he  nu  ill  iritli  ferer. 
The  Afagistratc,  going  to  see  him,  found  "  Ah  JJeah 
literally  burni  nff  his  lonea."  He  died  that  night,  refusing 
to  &sy  how  or  bf  whom  he  had  been  thus  treated.  The 
Darogah  and  Molmrip  were  sentenced  to  fire  year*'  impri- 
Honmcnt  for  cudoavouriuK  to  coaccnl  thiB  atrocity  by  falsa 
report.* 

In  the  following  coaOj  Torture  of  thia  kiod  was  evidently 
the  preliminary  to  mnrdcr,  under  the  most  barbarons  cir- 
cumstauees;  In  September,  18  k'),  Afr.  Wilkie,  of  Dinage- 
poro,  examined  the  body  of  a  MtiHituIraAtin  voman,  in  which 
he  found  that  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  external 
genitaU,  thighs,  legs,  feet  and  palms  of  the  hands  had  been 
extcnHVcly  scorched  by  tire,  before  life  was  extinct.  There 
was  a  wound  above  the  left  car.  This  car  and  part  of  tho 
right  ear  were  cut  off,  Mr.  Wilkie  considered  that  she  had 
probably  been  first  stnnncd  and  then  burnt.  It  oppears 
more  hkely>  however,  that  tlic  fatal  blow  on  the  head  was 
inflicted  last.  Again,  in  1844,  Mr.  Mttcintyre,  of  Furrced- 
pore,  found  on  the  body  of  a  MiiMulmaunee,  "  a  componud  , 
fracture  of  the  riglit  leg  and  violent  contusion  about 
the  brcaat  and  head.  SIio  appeared  to  have  been  burnt 
about  the  breast  and  armpits,"  where  tho  akin  was  blistered 
in  large  patches;  some  ^'iolcnce  also  seemed  to  hare  been 
inflicted  about  the  pudenda.  In  1849,  Dr.  T.  W.  Wilson,  of 
Kajsharc,  examined  the  person  of  a  Hindu  female,  and  found 
a  rather  trivial  bum,  apparently  oceasiioncd  by  the  applica- 

■  UcpuTtof  tilt!  Stale  or  dw  Polke  in  llw  Lowvr  FnivIocM,  for  191S,  p.  19. 
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tion  of  some  heated  substance  to  tlie  slcin  of  the  liips,  close 
to  the  Rnas,  producing  bliittcriiig  and  removal  of  tbc cuticle.* 

Tn  1853,  near  Azim^urb,  an  elderly  mau  of  some  wealth 
aud  of  ootoriously  diasohitc  habita,  nas  liiltcd  in  the  house  of 
one  of  his  assamees,  where  be  had  an  iutrigiie  with  a  uiamcd 
female.  The  native  Doctor  deputted  that  be  fonod  the  body 
covered  with  blisters  from  the  npplicatioii  of  fire,  and  the 
hair  of  the  bead  and  face  was  burnt  ofT.t  IVfarksof  violence 
were  found  ou  the  throat,  the  windpipe  bad  been  forcibly 
compressed  by  the  appiicntioQ  of  some  hard  aubstance,  and 
death  by  strangulation  bad  rcsuUcd.J 

The  flame  of  a  torch  or  the  oil  which  drops  from  it  is 
the  manner  of  Torture  commonly  used  by  Dncoits  to  com- 
pel persona  to  gfivc  up  concealed  property. 5 

In  his  ]tcporC  for  1818, 2Ir.  Danapiermentionslj  that, iu 
the  district  of  Nuddeah  alone,  one  huatlred  anil  aecenty-fuur 
persons  were  entered,  witliin  the  year,  ns  baviog  been  engaged 
in  dacoitee.1  with  Torture.  Tnsome  instances,  this  barbarity 
has  been  carried  to  fatal  Icuglhft,  ns  io  the  ease  of  an  old 
man  of  Dtnngeporo  who  was  so  severely  burnt  with  torches 
by  dacoits,  to  make  him  give  up  bis  money,  that  he  died  uiae 
days  afterwards  iU  aud  in  that  of  another  aged  nuu  who  was 


*  Sm  bIo  (ho  cwie  of  tt  man  convicted  of  wouDiling  iho  podand*  of  his 
wir*,  and  orhatinj;'  ihrown  biirtiiu);  fuel  upon  h»r,  at  pimiihrnal  fur  aBcbas- 
tilj.  Nuanat  Ailanlut  Ruturiu.  vol.  L  it  ISSS,  p.  702. 

t  Burniag  Ibfl  busnl^/'ar^Kn'iu  (I^yu)  is  tita  menlionod  a«  a  Beosall 
xnoAe  at  Tivttun. 

X  Niuraui  Adawlat  Report*.  N.  W.  P.,  Jm-  ?lli  IBiS,  p.  U. 

%  Sm  llMita|;ht«n'i  Bvporti.  vol  I,  p.  U  ;  NixuiDiil  Adiiwlul  Roporta,  roL 
9,  part  I  of  16^3,  p.  51,  (with  a  rad  hot  MUck.)  and  p.  410,  (with  a  mreh)} 
of  \%i*.  p.  til.  (torrh))  p.  *S8,  (Uirub>i  IfiiJ,  p.  t42,  (lurch);  Ifeagftl 
PolwoR0|ionik  IU8.  p.  M.  CI>iirnii))Cj:  Ni«uniii  Adawlut  RvpovU.  Anguit 
ISM.  p.  183,  (tpriDkllng  with  h^t  uti);  IM,  p.  2t;,  (torcJi)i  /M.  M-tvan- 
bur  1(*5*.  fwl  fiMHi  a  torch,)  p.  eJ3i  /*■'•/.  Feb,  ufaniuv  yi-ar,  p.  SSfl,  fiorch); 
Jan.  ISSS,  pi.  4A, (torch.):  NiiamiU  AdawluC  lU-^KirU,  N.  W.  P.,  i',\k  Aug. 
ISSa,  p.  907,  (h«t  oil.) 

n  r.  Q9.         n  ruiuv  n«part,  l.  p.,  isss,  p  m. 
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similarly  tortured  in  NmUciih,  witli  xo  much  crucllr  that 
he  died  from  lock-jaw  four  tkys  suhscquentljr.*  Tlic  ouly 
tost&iicc  uhicli  1  find  m  wLicIi  auy  other  mode  of  Torture 
was  employed  hy  ducoiU  iras  one  iu  which  tlie  n'omau  ofllic 
house  hnd  her  thigh  comjiresscil  between  two  pieees  of  bam- 
boo,  called  a  c/tepa,  to  enforce  her  to  discorcr  her  husband's 

L property.  Tliis,  howercr,  occurred  iu  Assam — (Kamrr>op).t 
A  cue  is  mentioned  in.  the  Mndms  Report  in  nhJch  two 
peons  were  puuishcd  for  bumiug  a  suspected  person  with 
the  Olid  of  a  clteroot.^ 
■Uii. — A  few  months  since,  n  man  wns  sent  to  mo  for 
cxnuiinntiou  hr  the  Magistrate  of  Howmh  with  evident 
tniccs  of  n  recent  burn  on  tlie  perincnm  and  buttock  and 
about  the  auus,  {there  wns  do  internal  injury).  He  declared 
that  tt  heated  irou  had  been  appUed  by  certain  persona 
p  day  or  two  previously.  I  confirmed  the  probability  of  hia 
assertion.  Iu  August  1843,  n  man  and  his  concubine  wcrs 
Bcntcjiecd,  nt  Nuddenh,  fur  buniiiij;  tlie  pudenda,  aud  also 
other  partii  of  the  body  of  a  lUudu  female  child,  three  years 
old,  with  a  red  hot  iron  Ada  (ladhj.^ 

In  1S53,  one  Jecbia  (Hindu)  and  others,  complained  to 
the  Deputy  Magistrate  of  Nowado,  accusing  certain  persons 
of  baring  burnt  her  with  n  bot  iron  husmoa  (sickh-j  en  her 
body,  aud  made  her  mother  cat  cow's  llesb,  charging  them 
with  having  bewitched  a  child.  She  mid  otbera  were,  in  con- 
sequence, tried  fur  perjury;  the  Court,  however,  decided  tliat 
there  was  no  direct  or  positive  proof  of  the  faUchoud  of  tlio 
nbore  statements.]] 

•  Toliii:  Kcpart  tor  1S45,  p.  ST.        f  ToJlce  U«|>on,  .August  isa4.  p.  sis. 
X  J4«Ur(i»  ItcpoTt,  Ap[>c&.  ',  p,  IxAziv. 
§  Nixoniut  Adawiui  JU-tunirh  \ui.  iv.,  [itm  X.  p.  279. 
II  Soo  Gtuto  iu  wliicb  un  ucRirlUiDitQ  t^ut  «]'  M)ilua|iurt>  nns  m-uud,  criilcrttly 
bjr  ihu  onlcra  of  liik  laluokdur,  itiiil  ruri-ii'tl  lo  tt  liuutv  wlicrii  Iid  hug  toriiirc^l 

by  11k,  uid  liiMiit.-ulvdi.ilh«ilb9ti«kai)iidalwv*<— liutUQUt  Ailuwlut  KKjMirii'. 
Kov.  18^3,  p,  vn. 
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In  18i0,  one  Rftjee  Mnnclul,  from  motives  of  jealousy, 
burut  hia  nifc  on  the  tliigti  and  otiicr  parts  of  her  body 
vitli  a  heated  sickle;  ulie  was  foniid  (lend  ou  the  following 
dnr,  and  the  prisoner  confessed  to  having  hurnt  her,  not 
tliiiikiug  thnt  it  would  cnuse  her  dcnth.* 

Agniii,  n  mnn  yias  convicted,  nt  Rungpore  io  IR4i,  of  har- 
ing  burnt  his  wife  {whom  he  had  caught  in  the  act  of  com- 
mitting ndultorv]  with  a  hi>t  iroo.  Death  Appears  to  have 
resulted  .f 

A  gohlsmith  of  Cawnporc  was  sentenced  to  impmon- 
mcut  iiiid  fi  heavy  fine,  in  1853,  for  having  tied  hi«  ruii- 
awny  apprentice's  arms,  stopped  Ins  mouth  with  some  cloth, 
and  burnt  him  in  ten  or  twelve  different  parts  of  his  body 
with  a  heated  iron  spoon.  The  boy  suQercd  some  time  in 
Uoapitiil,  and  was  marked  for  lifc.:t 

These  uses  of  the  hot  iron  are  also  well  understood  in 
Uadraa.  Tjately,  a  man  in  Tnujore  brnnded  a  young  bc^ 
with  a  hot  sickle  for  nn  act  of  ordinnry  carelotsncsii ;  later 
still,  a  man  of  Vallore  iwnng  a  young  girl  to  the  l^am  of 
his  house  by  her  hands  and  hair,  beat  bcr  and  branded  her 
face  and  arm  with  a  hot  knife,  because  she  had  taken 
nine  pice  from  his  room.^  The  Head  A^istant  ^[agist^ate 
of  Tinncfelly  reported  that  there  was  then  "a  man  io 
Hospital  suflcring  from  Hcrerc  mal-lTcatmcat,  having  been 
half-roastcd  nlive,"  by  villagers  who  caught  him  in  an 
attempt  to  rob.  II 


*  Pvlkv  Itcport,  L.  P.,  Tut  I  Sio,  t>.  G2. 

X  NiMBnt  Adftivlut  Itcporia.  If.  W.  P.,  aoih  Scpirmlirr  ISM.  !>.  1317 — 
"  If  Iw  (k  on^e  born  nan}  nmtii>n«  the  niunpt  nnd  rlasK-aof  (wtcvborn  |>cf- 
■vna  wilt  cvQtDinrl],  an  in>u  Mj-lv,  tea  ftngrn  long,  shall  ht  Utuni,  nd-but, 
laio  his  moulb.'— JVe-u,  v.  371. 

{r  Appendix  C.  Ko.  16,  p^  pfcdlt. 
II  tbalftXKii. 
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in  M«cuRgIitcn'a  llcports, 
a  Miissulmnun  slave  girl,  between  eight  anil  uiue  years  of  age, 
accused  her  niistresB  of  tying  lier  with  a  cord,  heating  some 
oil,  nnd  pouring  it  ou  bcr  priviite  piirts,  Tlie  correctucss  of 
this  statcmeat  appears  to  bnvc  bccu  conlirmcd  bv  the  Ciril 
Surgeon. 

Ill  1842,  Mr.  Kean,  of  Moorshedabnd,  reported  Hie  case 
oTn  Hindu  in  ntiom  both  hands  and  one  foot  were  so  much 
burned  that  mortification  enaucd.  The  injured  toes,  the 
fiugera  of  both  hands,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  right  band 
were  throwu  off.  Mr.  Kcan  considerod  that  the  injury  must 
have  rcaultcd  fioitt  the  immersioa  of  the  parts  ia  some  boil- 
ing  liquid. 

Tu  the  saino  year,  tlie  Tjody  of  ft  Mussulmaun  girl  wai  sent 
in  for  inspection  to  Mr.  J.  Mncrne,  at  Slonghyr.  All  that 
could  be  discovered  was  that  "the  hands  and  lower  parts 
of  the  arms  were  burnt  nlcnoat  to  ciudecs." 

lu  bis  Report  for  the  first  six  months  of  1842,  Mr. 
Dumpier  mentions  a  cose  in  which  the  police  of  Thnunali 
Mirzapore,  iu  tlie  Moorshedabad  distriet,  tied  together  tlie 
fingers  nnd  toes  of  a  man  suspected  of  docoity  and  drove 
wedges  bcttreon  thorn  to  the  greatest  extent  of  tenidon.  He 
was  then  laid  out  ou  his  back  in  the  auu;  thiti  not  produc- 
ing the  desired  effect,  his  hands  and  feet  were  dipped  into 
boiling  water,  then  the  ligatures  were  unloosened  and 
bandnges  dipped  in  oil,  tied  round  llie  fingers  of  both  liuiida 
and  the  toes  of  the  left  foot,  and  Hghtcd.  Fniliug  to  obtain 
A  confession,  they  kept  bim  in  the  Thaunah,  without  any 
remedies  beiug  applied,  imtil  the  fingers  and  toes  became 
gangrenous.     These  parts  tdtimiitely  dropped  off.t 

In  18J4,  one  Nunda,  Sonar,  of  Saruii,  inflicted  this  borri- 
hlt!  torture  m/jab  his  oi/;ii  cMtd.     The  boy,  aged  only  about 

"  Vol.  I,  p.  4S. 
t  All  Ihe  Police  OSwn  iren,  uf  course,  »enn\j  puDisb«tl  rvrthtt  alrwitj. 
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t«n  vcars,  was  found  one  night  by  thu  police  lying  crjing 
in  the  street.  His  body  bore  marks  of  beating,  and  his 
haiida  of  buruiug.  lie  elated  that  liis  father  hiul  beaten 
him  the  dayhu-furc;  and  that,  ttix  mouths  prcviouftly,  he  had, 
when  tlruiik,  tied  him  up,  bound  his  hands  with  totr,  and 
then  »et  fire  to  it;  and  tliat^  during  the  six  months,  lie  had 
bfeu  confined  in  the  house.  The  poor  child  had  lost  the 
use  of  his  bauds,  aud  liis  otatemcut  was  fully  corroborated 
by  witnesses.* 

A  horrible  case  of  murder  by  torture,  in  which  this  bai-ba- 
rily  was  used,  nan  brou^lit  to  light  in  March  last.  Some 
idols  and  other  property,  belonging  to  the  lixijtk  of  Pcrgununh 
Juldo.  in  the  Mauubhoom  district,  having  been  stolen,  several 
suspected  persons  wore  apprehended  by  tho  Raja's  people 
aud  brought  to  bia  y«M,  or  petty  fortress.  They  urcre,  one 
nud  all,  tortured  to  extort  confession.  All  were  beaten  aod 
kept  in  restraint  for  about  three  day?,  being  ut  night  all  fas- 
tened by  the  feet  to  one  rope.  Two,  howcrcr,  being  tho 
most  suspected,  were  the  most  severely  treated.  Their  fin- 
gers were  tied  together  and  shivers  of  bamboo  were  driren 
between  tlicm.  This  was  also  done  to  the  toe»j  boiling  oil 
was  then  poured  on  their  bauds  and  feet.  Having  made  a 
kind  of  pincers,  by  tying  two  cross-sticks  tugether,  they 
squeezed  thcn:witb  the  testicles  of  Sadhoo  Chnra  (who  sub- 
sequently died}  "and  so  emasculated  him."  A  string  with  a 
U008C  was  put  uu  hia  penis,  and,  the  other  cud  of  the  string 
being  made  fast  to  a  tree,  one  of  tho  tormentors  struck  tho 
tense  string  with  a  stick.  Upon  tho  body  of  this  uufortu- 
uato  man  being  examined  by  Ihc  Civil  Surgeon,  it  was  found 
that  the  hands  were  fearfully  lacernted,  as  if  by  stakes  or 
pieces  of  iron  driven  through  them;  besides  wbieh^  lie  had 
marks  of  having  been  scalded  with  boiling  oil  or  water.  The 
medical  ofiicer  considered  that  the  iojuries  inflicted  on  the 

■  ItUuuU  Aikwlut  Itrpom.  DccMober  1854,  p.  7M. 
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bands,  feet  and  priratc  pni-ts  of  the  dcccnscd,  were  safficicitt 
to  cause,  and  ditl  cause  death.* 

Tlic  same  bruUlity  niipc-ara  tu  be  commotily  practised 
in  Sladraa.  The  Civil  Siirgeou  of  CUiiigicput  received  into 
tlic  jail,  in  May  ISS-t,  a  firtnale  suSering  from  two  "  severe 
burns,  one  on  the  inside  of  e&ch  of  her  thighs^  high  up,  closo 
to  her  priviitc  iiurt«-"t 

The  Ju(l{*o  of  Maugalorc  nrtcntious  that,  in  a  cose  whicli 
cnmc  judicially  bcfurc  Iiim,  a  Brn.hmiu  vonian  had  bunicti 
with  hot  oil  the  thigh  of  another  woman  nhom  i>)ic  su3> 
pcetcd  of  thcft.t  The  Civil  Surgeon  of  Coimbatore  nicn- 
tioDs  a  case  in  which  a  Shcristndnr,  to  extort  confession, 
enveloped  the  limhs  of  a  person  in  cotCou  soaked  in  oil  wkicU 
he  set  lire  ta    Death  ensued  § 

A  few  years  since,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Arrah,  eua- 
pccting  some  of  his  female  serrauta  of  thcfb,  put  them  to 
the  ordtal  of  iti/^iiig  their  hands  ialo  a  vcsmI  of  hoHinff 
water. \\ 

The  Collector  and  Magistrate  of  Tanjore  reports  ihalj  re- 
cently, n  mou  of  that  distinct,  having  lost  Rome  small  article 
from  his  house,  "  proceeded,  as  n  matter  of  ordinary  routinc> 
to  dip  the  hands  of  his  three  wives  in  boiling  cow-dung^  to 
iuducti  tlicm  to  confess  if  they  had  taken  it.1! 

*  Ntxainut  Adunlut  Report*,  Man.4  X,  I8S5,  p.  319. 
t  Appendix  C,  No.  13,  p.  txxU. 
{  Illi,  No.  10,  p.  cxUl.  §  Appendix  C,  p.  cLxxxr. 

H  Ur.  I!)  nm  pier's  Itppurt,  1H4£,  p.  'i.  Fur  n-mo  curiuiis  ucc-iwiili  oftbn 
oriMl  b}' liiiiliiiK  oil,  »t«  Foilwfi'B  OrU'RCDl  MccDvEn.  "  On  ^ibI oi.-<:Ml(tas 
lol  ihc  lti"S  cwiso  llif>  pflTlj-  foMiuMl)  to  liold  fire,  m"  to  <il»o  nnAvr  wawr,  &c." 
"lid  wbum  thitbIiuiuKfiT«  luriii  ncit.Hhum  thi;  waUt  aouu  foni-n  notup. 
«r  nlio  RivoU  witli  no  »p«ciJI;  mitfortuui*,  n>iut  bu  bclil  veruviuu«  in  his  leiti- 
iBony  (iiiiiaQi."— Afnnu.  1. 1. 114  UNiJ  lis.  U  is  almost  unDCtCMiu-j:  to  ttajr 
huw  cvmpletuly  ihusa  Indian  taMli>«  ^f  or^jtml  corrcipciad  nith  th<^«o  uiuutuu- 
ed  for  Biiuij'  cduttvivK  ihrc-uKliou'  Nortliiru  EiirojM). 
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Pouring  hot  oil  into  tit^  tars  and  nose,  (7W  dhalii)  \%  a  mode 
of  torture  well  knonu  in  Dcngnl.* 

Torture  is  also  aaicl  to  be  inflicted  by  comprlting  the  t'telim 
to  sit  on  an  iron  vessel  eoHtaininff  heated  aami  or  oil.  Tliis  is 
termed.  Tela  bhaja — frying  in  oil. 

Fastealtiff  the  hotly  to  the  limb  of  a  tree  under  which  a  fire 
hat  been  kindledf  for  tbo  purpose  of  suffocnting  with  tlie 
smokcf 

T^iri^  the  hands  behind  the  back,  and  Aoijititiff  the  body  up  by 
a  rojK  faaleiied  to  the  wrists. — The  order  for  this  punish- 
ment  is  Lut  A'oy — mnke  htm  suing 

Tliis  practice  is  nlluded  toby  Hamilton,  who  mentions  that, 
in  1709,  a  native,  vrho  had  incurred  the  rcngejincc  of  the 
Nuwnb  of  Cbickacu],  "wns  set  in  the  hot  scorching  sun 
three  days,  vitU  his  hands  fiwtcncd  tn  n  stnkc  over  his 
head,  and  one  of  his  Icga  tied  up  till  his  heel  touehcd  hia 
buttock." 

So  recently  as  Jannarr  last,  a  teUgoeldar  and  two  ehup- 
priLsscea  were  convicted,  &t  Saliarunpore,  of  torturing,  beut- 
iag,  and  starving  ten  men,  with  n  view,  apparently,  of  obtain, 
iug  information  regarding  a  robbery.  The  mode  of  torture 
practiiied  was  suspension  by  thL>  amis  wLivh  were  tied  facfiind 
the  backs  of  the  sutteren*  to  a  tree;  this  cruelty  was  proved 
to  bare  been  repeated,  at  iutervaU,  during  many  days ;  tho 
Ctril  Surgeon  deposed  that  one  of  the  persons  tbus  treated 
died.  He,  like  eight  of  the  nine  RtifTerers,  showed  mark^  of 
ligatures  baring  been  bound  tightly  round  his  nrms;  but,  in 
addition,  there  were  marks  of  burning  on  the  body,  tho 
greater  part  of  wbieh  was  covered  with  large  blisters.  Tliia 
was  admitted  by  the  man's  companions  to  bare  been  caused 

■  "  SkDiild  one.  ttirougU  pride,  glrctiutractinn  to  priMts  concMoIiij;  tlicJr 
duly,  Lot  tt>«  king  «td«r  MOW  hot  oil  l«b«drQ[Qcd  into  biaDoutli  luid  «4r.' 

AfMk.  c.  IT.  an 

t  Appendix  C.  p.  dir, 
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by  Lot  applications  aud  fomeulntioasiojuiUciously  employed 
for  tlic  purpose  of  Featuring  the  use  of  his  limbs.  SctcfaI  of 
the  people  had  temporarily  lost  the  one  of  one  or  both  of  the 
arms.* 

SiispoBsion  by  the  arms  or  linndti  \»,  howerer,  ^ncnilly 
accompanied  bysororo  beating,  ns  in  the  cn«c  of  a  man  at 
Bnrrackporc  who,  hciug  Bu»pccted  of  theft,  was  detained  Ly 
the  police,  who  tied  liia  arms  behind  bis  back  by  a  cloth  to 
wliich  n  rope  was  attached,  by  which  be  was  suspended  to  a 
bamboo  rafter  and  then  beaten.  He  wns  thus  left  hangingij 
until  released  by  n  traveller,  on  whose  approiteh  the  police 
tied,  The  Darognb  and  several  of  the  police  were  scntcuced 
to  two  years'  imprison  m  cot. t 

In  December  1854,  throe  men  of  Bijnore  were  «eii(cnccil 
to  xCTcn  years'  iDiprtaonment  in  irous  fur  having  killed  a 
person  whom  they  ckarged  with  stealing  a  hooquah.  They 
tied  his  arms  huhiod  bis  buck,  and  suspended  Itiiu  from  the 
end  of  a  pole  supporting  the  thatch  of  a  hut,  and  then  beat 
him  nitb  lattecs  oud  Ibcir  lists,  lie  died  in  couscqucuco 
of  their  ill  usage  a  few  days  afterwards.} 

Id  the  aanio  mouth  a  man  of  Barcilly  was  fonnd  guilty  of 
haring  killed  a  boy  whom  be  employed  in  his  mango  plnn> 
tatiou,  by  beating  bira  with  a  Inttcc  after  hnving  suspcuded 
bira  to  a  tree  by  a  rope  tied  to  his  hauds.^  This  mode 
of  suepeasioD  and  beating  ia  also  commonly  employed  iai 
Hindras.     Several  inntancos  will  be  found  in  tbc  lleport.[| 

Sutpendittff  by  the  Feet  (^Pdyc  rashi  ditja  jhuiuna.) — la 
January  last,  three  mm  were  sentenced  at  Jounpore  for 

*  pnciaioBtorUwKttamut  AH«iil(it,N.  W.P..  SIct  Juwry  IftM.in.  M. 
Sm  InUuwM  nl  tlic  iollMiim  of  Uw  imm  hind  vf  Miapmuon  '»  MuJna, 
Appendix  B.  p.  liii. 

f  Kiicaaitit  Adnwliit  Rcpirlft,  S.tnl  Januirr  MH,  |i.  103. 
t  rtiauut  Ailsttlui  RrpiiTU.  JH.  W.  P.,  ■**  Uvcvmbvr  laM.p,  707. 
i  iiiJ,  ■f.  0*3. 
1  Ui-port,  p.  M.    AjifwocUx  £.  pp.  iBr.,  Ac. 
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liaving  suspended  a  man  (who  ap)icars  to  have  been  stealing 
plnataios;  to  n  tree  vith  his  bead  dowunanU,  and  lutviog 
beiktCQ  his  feet  until  the  "  lonrcr  part  of  the  limbs  were  lite- 
rally pounded  iuto  a  coufuacd  mass."  DcalU  ruultcd  iu  a 
few  houre.* 

It  appcarcil,  in  atrial  at  Baitool  in  1852,  that  daccnta  had 
tied  a  mnn  head  und  feet  to  a  cliarjioy  vliicb  was  tUeo  placed 
on  end,  so  thut  lie  hung  witli  his  head  downward.t 

In  1853,  certain  persons  were  tried  at  MymcDsing,  for 
suspending  a  suspected  thief  by  the  feet  to  a  beaiu  and  beat- 
ing him  to  death.] 

Suspending  by  the  feet  to  the  bough  of  a  tree  ia  mention* 
od  as  n  torture  practi«)cd  in  BeUary.^ 

Swfiettdiag  by  thv  Hair, — A  few  months  since,  ft  Tbanuftilnr 
of  Ahnoeuabod  was  dismissed  for  having  siispendcd  a  pri- 
soner by  the  hair  uf  his  head  to  a  beam,  ajid  having  order- 
ed hint  to  he  beaten,  while  iu  that  position,  with  hsts  uuil 
with  akorn.[) 

Just  before  tlic  Bladras  Report  appeared  a  wretch  swung 
a  young  girl  to  the  beam  of  his  house  by  her  hnuds  und  huir^ 
and  cruelly  beat  and  burnt  her  while  in.  that  position.^ 

Lijimif  by  the  Mouflaehe — Is  mentioned  among  the  tor- 
tures iu  vogue  iu  police  cases  iu  Madras'*'^  uIbu  L{/iiitff  by  the 
£ar*.tt 

Intrifdttcing  Red  Pepper  {JMI  Mertch)  into  tkeNottrih, 
(naH  tangkar  jfnil  deonj  or  A'yw,     Burning  Lanka  Merteh 


*  Kianut  AdAwlui  R«]>oit),  S4iti  Jviuiiry  ll!5$,  p.  100. 
t  Nimnut  A<U<rlut  Ki-porU,  N.  V.  P.,  3TlU  August  18J3,  pt  910. 
.    t  In  lUadu  fabk,  onv  of  |h«  csivlidalv*  Ivr  •bvorption  iiitu  Uraiubu  u  »■ 
pramUvd  OS  liMi^g,  fur  Mniuiim,  «ith  hia  b<,<md  iluwtmnla. 
§  Appendix  C,  p.  ciT, 
I  Niuuaul  Ada¥rtat  Hqiaru,  H.  V.  P.,  l>t  Murch  1IU5,  f.  USI. 
^  Appendix  C.  p.  oUix. 

••  Urpurt.  p.  itf. 
tt  AjipeuUx  C^  p.  uUr. 


vnder  the  note.  (Luaka  Mertch  il/io  dya.J  Covering  the  Head 
mth  a  bag  which  hat  contained  Hed  Fepfter  (Langk6r  tha- 
tit/alt:  mukha  patQ).  livltbinff  ChUliea  on  the  Brea»la  0/ 
Frtiinles.  Introduction  of  Red  Fejjjter  into  the  Vagina  (Aathana 
tthane  lanyka  deon!  or  Urethra. — ^These  barbarities  are 
very  frequeiitt;  prRctiaed,  both  la  this  ani  in  the  Madras 
Prcsiflencj-.  In  June  1853,  ft  mnn  and  his  mother  were 
tcatcnced,  at  DiQagepore,  to  long  terms  of  itnprmn. 
meat,  fur  baviag  introduced  chiUtca  and  ginger  tuto  the 
Taginn  of  the  vifc  of  the  former,  and  for  burning  her 
irith  a  red  hot  chlltiim  and  charagdhan,  [an  carthcn>ware 
pipe  ftbout  a  cubit  in  length  with  a  round  top,  for  placiug  a 
lamp  upon).  The  Civil  Asaistant  Surgeon  stated  that  the 
•woman  Imd  reefii\*ed  very  severe  bums  on  the  thighs  and 
pudenda,  causia^  cxtcasivc  sloughing  and  great  coostitu- 
tionai  disturbance,  so  much  60,  as  to  endanger  life;  chillies 
had  also  been  introduced  into  the  vagina,  causing  severe 
inflammation  and  consequent  sloughing.  The  chillies  came 
iiway  after  her  admission  into  Hospital. 

The  Judge  of  Mangnlore  met  nith  a  case  in  nhich  n  poor 
man  waa  totally  blinded  by  having  on  acrid  juice  put  into 
his  Eyes;  la  auother  instance  a  person  nho  found  a  boy 
stealing  his  caahew  nuts,  rubbed  the  acrid  juice  of  that  tree 
into  the  boy's  Kyes.* — See  page  204. 

A  Clergyman  informed  the  Collector  find  Ma^strato  of 
Tanjorc  that,  having  missed  a  cheque  from  his  tabic,  he 
made  int|uiry  among  his  servants  regarding  it.  In  order  to 
ascertain  whctlier  it  had  been  taken  by  the  only  child  on 
the  establisbmenC,  his  Eyes  were  filled  with  red  chillies  by 
the  other  servants,  in  order  to  force  a  eonfcs^ion  from  him.f 

The  Civil  Judge  of  S'alem,  also  mentions,  among  the  gene- 
ral kinda  of  torture  practised  by  the  Police  in  that  district, 

•  ApfwniUx  C,  Nn.  m,  Cuutra,  p.  otiii. 
t  Jippcndix  C:  No,  IC,  p.  irxiii. 
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puttiHif  Ptpper  or  CMIiet  into  the  Eyo,  orinloJfie  Urethra  or 
Ahm.* 

I  am  informed  that  inirodaciat;  the  /iniin  CoIoroMia  (Ka- 
thoordataj  into  the  Ears.  fKana  Kackoordaia  Daya)  nnd  also 
DAaioora  fKana  d/iatoora  datjnj  nre  modes  of  Torture  prac- 
tised ia  Bengal. 

Ttfing  liichootee  upon  the  lAmb*  and  Body  appeara  io  be  ft 
Tcry  common  practice  iu  BengiJ,  to  which  allusion  has  alrea- 
dy been  made.  I  also  bear  of  "  liesprinkUng  the  Body  teith. 
Alkooth  tcater."  (Alkooth  juldya.)  The  Alkoosh  beiug  de- 
•cribed  a«   "a  creeper,  like  Bichootoc.'* 

Some  months  since,  1  examined  a  man  under  vhose  cbin 
there  were  a  great  number  of  extremely  fine,  but  distiact, 
cuts  or  scratches,  which  hnd  barely  entered  the  cutis.  These 
were  said  to  have  been  produced  by  fastcmug  on  lils  neck  a 
Pounded  or  Split  Bambuo.  This  appears  to  be  a  well-known 
mode  of  Torture. 

Introduction  of  a  Ruler,  Stick,  or  other  foreign  body  into 
the  Vayina  (Rule  puriya  dcon,  and  Lati  puriya  deoR — 
Ruldhaya) . 

It  would  appear  that  this  mode  of  torture  is  not  unfre- 
quently  inflicted.  My  opiuiou  was  called  for  in  two  rdlcged 
cases  of  the  kind,  at  Uowrab,  during  twekc  months.  Jn 
one  of  tLcse  it  was  alleged  that  an  ofBce  raler  was  the 
iustrumeut  employed.  The  woman  (a  widow]  stated  that 
the  violence  had  occasioned  scrcre  bttmorrhage  and  pain : 
abc  was  certainly  aneuiiated  and,  for  two  or  three  days,  there 
appeared  to  be  great  tenderness  nbovo  tlio  pubes.  In  the 
other  case,  it  was  &«scrted  that  a  bamboo  stick  had  been 
etnplored.  Both  women  were  menstruating  at  the  time* 
(a  very  suspicions  circumsluuce).  No  bruise  or  laceration 
could  be  detected  in.  cither  case.  Very  guarded  op)U)on» 
were  therefore  given. 


*  Af  i<*ocUx  C.  Ko.  sir.,  p,  cxlr. 


Mr.  Simmons,  npotltecary  at  Gowalptirali,  reported,  in 
18il,  upon  the  CMC  of  a  Hindu  womnn,  said  to  have  been 
ill-treated  by  her  husband,  in  which  he  fonn<I  sloughing 
oftUevasinn,  cxtcndiug  to  tlie  nytupha  and  groio  on  one 
sidiT,  and  to  the  urethni.  Ttic  bkdder  had  nlsa  become 
cousidcrahlv  diseased.  He  was  of  opinion  that  these  efiects 
had  been  caused  hy  the  thnisting  of  some  iharp  instrument 
into  the  ■upper  part  of  the  vulva. 

Last  year,  one  Calachand  Darra,  of  Jcssore,  (married  to  a 
young  girl  who  was  ycrj  uuvriUiug  to  remuin  with  bilii>) 
upon  his  wife's  refusing  to  sleep  with  him,  strangled  her  ;  and 
afterwards  suspended  the  body  by  a  cord  to  a  tamarind  tree, 
attempting  to  make  it  appear  that  she  had  dcatroycd  heraclf. 
AVitnessea  who  first  saw  the  body  observed  that  the  genitals 
■were  swollen,  marks  of  injury  to  the  pudenda  were  also 
cvideut  when  tlie  darogah  held  the  iacjiiciit.  The  native 
doctor  who  viewed  the  body  said  that  there  was  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  stick  having  been  forced  into  the  private 
parts,  but  he  could  not  examine  minutely,  as  the  body  waa 
decomposed,"* 

One  llurree  Jlam  and  a  relation  of  bis  were  condemned  to 
death,  at  Uarcillr,  in  1852,  for  the  murder  of  the  wife  of  the 
former.  It  appears  probable  that  the  unfortunate  woman 
had  given  her  husband  cause  for  jealousy.  Cries  were  heard 
in  the  night,  when  a  neighbour,  rushing  in,  found  the  man 
transfixing  hit  wife's  neck  with  a  spear,  while  hia  relation 
held  her  head.  It  was  found,  upon  examining  the  body, 
that  she  had  been  also  stabbed  in  ttie  pudenda. -f 

Introduction  of  tiiitUar  bodies  into  the  RecUtm. — This  crime 
is,tuidou1itcdlr,commoii,  and  linsuut  unfrc(|iicutty  urcasioned 
death.  The  fulluwing  cases  will  bo  Hufhcient  in  iUu&tratlun, 
although  others  might  be  cited. 


*  Nixftmul  Adtirlul  Rt'purU,  3IU  July  18^1,  p,  las 
t  SUaiuut  Aduwlul  Kujiwt*.  N.  W.  P.,  Sih  AprJ  ISiX,  p,  3«8. 
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In  1842,  Dr.  T.  W.  Wilson,  then  of  Mymcnsing,  found  on 
the  body  of  a  Mussulmaun  iromaii  distinct  marks  of  strangu* 
lution  aud  wounds  (their  clmracter  was  not  described)  in  the 
lover  bovel  vliicli  he  coiisiderd  to  bo  of  neccssiljr  mortal. 
An  old  vomnu  was  tried  for  this  crime. 

Dr.  DiduoD,  of  Bcliar,  cxamiucd  the  body  ofanindnman 
ioto  vliose  rectum  itvns  evident  thataomc  blunt  body,  sach 
ns  a  lattce  or  bamboo,  had  been  forced,  producing  great  injury 
to  the  intestine  nod  effusion  of  blood  into  tbe  abdominal 
cavity. 

Ur.  Kenneth  Mackiaoon  found  the  blnddcr  |>uncturcd  Id 
this  manner. 

RAtlier  freqaent  allusion  is  made  to  tbia  violence,  in  cases 
where  other  severe  iujuric«  have  been  infiictcd.  Dr.  Denliani, 
of  Gyali,  examined  tbe  body  of  n  Hindu  man,  ju  which  he 
found  contusion  about  the  face,  and  fracture  of  all  the  rib* 
on  the  right  and  of  four  on  tbe  left  aide.  There  was  also  great 
laceration  nt  tbe  verge  of  the  anus,  and  the  canty  of  the  abdo- 
men contauied  a  very  large  quantity  of  cxtravasatcd  blood. 

In  1648,  four  natim  of  Purncah  were  Benteoced  to  seven 
yeara*  itoprisonmcnt  for  killing  n  thief,  whom  they  had  cap- 
tured, by  forcing  a  stick  into  bis  fuudanieut.* 

In  tbe  following  year  some  persons  of  Bograh,  suspecting- 
a  man  of  theft,  went  to  Lis  house  at  uigbt  under  pretcnco 
of  f>moking  with  him.  After  sitting  some  time,  tbry  aud- 
denly  seized  him,  beat  him  severely,  and  employed  a  bam* 
boo  in  this  monner  to  Tiolently  aa  to  cause  bis  d«atb.t 

Again,  in  1651,  a  mafaajun,  of  Maldnb,  having  gone  to 
collect  advances,  Mj  debtor  was  reported  to  be  from  home ; 
bot  be  was  invited  to  remain  and  smoke,  when  two  of  hia 
debtors  appeared,  beat,  kicked  and  knocked  bim  down,  a 
third  then  placed  his  feet  upon  him,  aud  a  foiulb,  with 


•  lVli(«  Oepan,  L.  v..  lBt8.  It.  19. 
t  iM.  ISO,  p.  31. 


irliom  he  bad  a  suit  in  tlie  Civil  Conrt,  tlirust  a  split  bamboo 
several  times  into  his  person.     He  died  the  oeit  day.* 

A  most  striking  case  of  this  kind  waa  reported  by  Dr.  T.  W. 
"^Vilson,  then  of  Itujshayc,  in  18il,  In  cxnininiDg  the  body 
of  A  Hindu  man,  n-ho  had  died  under  suspicious  circum- 
Btanccs,  Dr.  Wilson  found  some  outward  marka  of  bruises 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  cheat  and  upper  part  of  the  abdo- 
men. Thero  vm  extensive  peritonitis.  Tltis  hnd  been 
occasioucd  by  the  presence  of  the  Foodcn  pipe  of  a  native 
hooknh,  lying  ou  the  rij^ht  aide  of  the  abdominal  cavity, 
About  three  inches  of  the  lower  end  of  this  pipe  remained 
lodged  in  the  rectum,  through  the  coata  of  which  its  upper 
extremity  Lad  passed;  the  pipe  thus  introduced  iras  about 
twelve  inches  long. 

Three  Mussulmauns  of  AJlnbabad,  Buspeeting  R  woman 
of  being  implicated  iu  a  theft,  sent  for  hi:r,  ou  the  pretext 
that  she  wns  required  at  the  house  of  one  of  them  to  under- 
go the  ordeal  of  chewing  rice.  On  her  asserting  her  inno. 
conee,  she  van  removed  to  a  closet  and  beaten.  Then  one 
of  the  wretches  got  on  her  cheat  and  held  her  down — ano- 
ther (a  lad  ai  fourteen  f)  held  her  feet,  ivhilc  the  third  forced  a 

•  Folk-e  Btport  -U  P.,  ISSI.  p.  2*. 
Ree  ft  rciOKrkabli.'  inilanco  in  nhich  &  hr<>»riilicitnhiiil  mitn, — who  hoij  liiuil 
uncUi'  iU  uAage,  sppnrviitly  BC'coinpaiiied  nlih  liul^iife  of  tliiH  Itliiil,  and 
wbow  liody  provicil  lu  Lava  betn  lugpondcil  by  his  tiHiviltiQti  nfuTilcatli, — 
wu  found  to  bo  ihn  lubject  of  itriiiiKiilnipd  hornla.  Tlio  uiMlicaJ  pvIiIi'Dim! 
ftppoara  tu  H»ru  bsen  iiiip*^^!)^^  rcportvil.  'I'Uu  Civil  Surgoou  dupusvd  iliat 
Ibc  bodv  I'xhibLUi.l  no  rxtornd  tnurlii  uf  vidltmre'.  but,  iiiivrDally,  thorn  mha 
%  trrt'ul  iknl  of  inlliuuuiuCiiiii  in  chi'  cavity  uf  tliu  alnloiacii  aoil  jcrotutn,  and 
in  ilto  Hf^rotttm  ihero  «ri!i  n  j^at  <]unnl<tf  of  the  Bmall  tol^ititiM  nnd  Mmo 
dark  lltiid  like  blooil  in  rnlimr.  Tlial  the  dirruuicd  muat,  ■!  Hint  tim*^  have 
bcvu  uiHicIvil  «*ilJ>  rtrongulntod  h^^mio,  and  ihot  iliii  TioUnco  roctircid  nu 
t>ith(>rdiri.-ut«il  to  th?  iput  "f  tbe  diwiue  iUctr,  or  caimcd  a  suddcJi  ilnhclt  to 
thii  nyaltin,  terminaLiiiK  frtUilly  •(  oot-ft  Th*  printvJ  roporl,  howDtcr.wliich 
dDHrros  paraMl,  iCBre«ly  adoiiU  of  a  ntisTitctarjr  vxplaDfttioii  of  ibo  man's 
(If&th.     Niumul  Adawlut  BrporU.  SOUi  Ov'tvler  \tii,  p.  C84. 
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Stick  into  her  fundament.  Seeing  that  the  blood  Hovred.thcj 
brought  water  and  began  to  wilhIi  tlic  marka  ofT  the  clothes — 
the  boy  pouaded  liuldec,  which  thcv  applied  to  the  wounded 
pnrls.  They  thcii  pouiidcil  charconl  niticb  they  were  going 
to  npplf  ia  order  to  stop  the  bleeding.  She  begged  them 
not  to  do  60,  when  they  let  her  go ;  mid  she  went  at  onoc  to 
the  thannab  wliich  was  close  by.  This  statement  was  con- 
eidercd  by  the  Scssioiia  Judge  to  be  fully  corroborated  by 
circumstantial  evidence.  The  Civil  Surgeon,  who  examined 
the  woman  on  the  day  after  the  assault,  staled  that  there 
were  severe  marks  of  blows  ou  tbc  hackj  and  that  the 
skin  of  the  fundament  was  abr-aded,  as  if  by  the  intro- 
duction of  some  sharp  pointed  instrument;  that  these  in- 
juries could  not  have  been  the  act  of  a  single  individual, 
kut  that  uo  permanent  injury  had  resulted  or  was  likely 
to  result.* 

It  ia  au  extraordinary  fact,  showing  bow  thoroughly  cou- 
Tcrsant  the  people  of  BLngiil  are  with  this  brutiil  mode  of 
punishment,  that,  in  ttvo  instances  within  the  last  ten  ycari, 
youaff  children  have  been  tritxl  for  Laving  caused  the  death 
of  one  of  their  companions  in  this  manner !  One  example 
will  suflice.  It  occurred  at  Uungporc. — "The deceased  and 
tbc  prisoners  were  children  of  eight  or  nine  years  old. 
The  two  latter  quarrelled  with  another,  whom  they  abused; 
the  deceased  interfered,  when  they  seiacd  him,  aud,  throw- 
ing him  down,  forced  a  small  stick  into  bis  rectum,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  died  the  folloning  moruiiig.t 

T  am  informed  by  Baboo  Oriscbmider  Ghosc,  Depnty 
Magistuitc  of  Ilowrab,  that  there  is  a  practice  of  Toilurc  in 
the  Eastern  and  Southern  part^  of  Heugnl,  by  introducing 
into  the  anus  Kochoor,  Cvchao,  err  Oie  Danta,  the  stalk  of 
the  Arum  Cohcatia. 


*  Niumul  Adjwlui  IU'|iorta.  N.  W.  P.,  I^nil  Noivmbor  lSS3,|i.  1412. 


Intrvdacing  a  Straw  or  Wire  iaio  the  Urethra.* 

Compressinff  the  Chest  between  tteo  hatuhoos,  or  placing  a 
stone  or  other  heavtj  weight  upon  the  Ctiest. — (Buki  hana  diya 
Muldna — or  Bansdotlah.) 

The  medical  reports  to  the  Nizamut  contain  many  cases 
in  TFhich  the  ribs  ou  botli  sides  were  found  broken,  and 
the  clicst  completely  crushed.  This  kini^  of  injury  is,  doubt- 
le»Sj  soEnetimes  caused  in  affrays  by  persons  jumpiug  or  fall- 
iiig  upon  the  body  of  tboir  victim,  hut  it  is  trcU  Icnown  that 
compression  of  the  body  by  bitmbooB  is  practised  as  a  Torture, 
and  that  it  is  sometimes  carried  to  futul  lengths.  lu  1844, 
Dr.  Williie,  of  Dinagejiore,  deposed  that  ho  had  uo  hesitation 
in  testifying  thut  two  persons  had  been  "  firmly  held  or  hound 
and  died  from  the  effects  of  BansdoUnh,  (Torture  of  roll- 
ing and  ijressing  with  bamboos),  the  riolcncc  of  the  in- 
juries causiug  death  from  the  shock  given  to  the  ncrroua 
aystcm." 

In  1854,  certain  policemen,  also  of  Dinagepore,  seized 
a  person  on  suspicion  of  dacoity.  It  nppcarcd  that  he 
was,  iu  the  first  iustance,  beatou  by  the  muliurir  or  acting 
darogah  and  his  party  ;  and  that,  on  the  arrirnl  of  the  darogah 
in  the  early  part  of  the  night,  ho  was  agftiu  scTercly  beaten, 
three  times  at  lcA.«t,  until,  at  length,  ho  fell  ecnsclcsa,  nheu 
be  was  slung  to  a  bamboo,  tied  baud  and  foot,  aud  so  car- 
ried back  dead  to  a  cattle  shed.  The  Civil  AssiataDt  Sur- 
geon stated  that  "  death  was  caused  by  congestion  of  blood 
in  the  brain  from  Torture  by  severe  pressure,  and  that  simple 
beating  witboat  some  such  process  as  Batiadollah,  would  not 
cause  the  appearances  lie  found  without  more  deddcd 
extcnial  marks.'*  The  Judge  considered  it  to  be  clear  that 
the  heating  was  performed  skilfully  by  sharp  raps  on  the 
joints,  punching  and  poking  with  laltees,  so  as  not  to  leave 
external    marke,    and    that    the  Bamdollah    Torture   was 


*  Uadru  Rvporl,  Ap{»*in(lu(  C>i  f-  UlIT',  and  Ap|xuiitix  £.,  No.  ir^  p.  ri- 
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iDflicted  after  tbo  deceased  fell,  and  that  the  object  of  this 
yra»  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  shamming  or  not.  The 
vitncsscs  were  At  some  distance  in  the  dark,  and  *'  theia- 
thelee"  with  lattees,  trying  to  puah  the  deceased  up,  could  nut 
easily  be  diBtinguisKcd^  under  the  circumstance  Sj  from  rolHng 
tiro  lattees  fastened  together  down  the  thigh  and  leg.* 

It  is  stated  that  the  people,  in  that  and  the  Dcighbour- 
ing  districts,  have  a  konck  of  indictiug  insupportable  su/- 
feriDg,  by  rolling  the  limbs  in  this  maancr  betvcen  two 
aticks,  without  produciug  any  traces  of  coutasioa  or  disco- 
loration. 

The  Surgeon  of  Cuddnpah  reported  to  the  Madras  Com- 
missioners that,  a  fery  short  time  previously,  two  prisoners 
had  bccu  brought  to  him  ttatiug  that  they  had  been  tor- 
tured— that  heav}'  atones  had  been  placed  on  their  cheats 
and  a  long  piece  of  wood  over  this,  and  that  on  either  end 
of  the  trood  a  man  had  seated  himself,  causing  an  almost 
totalinnbility  to  brcnthe.  Ilii  opinion  was  that  what  was 
stated  by  these  men  had  really  takeu  plwcc-t 

A  like  punishment,  known  as  Badha  or  CMlkara  Jotemara 
— dajic'mg  imth  thick  ahoea  upon  a  person  lying,  hound  hand 
and  foot,  an  the  ground,  is  also  iiaid  to  be  practised  in 
Bengal. 

It  will  be  noticed  hereafter  that  death  is  sometimes  pro- 
duced by  compressiitg  the  tbroat  in  a  similar  manner 
between  two  sticks. 

Probably  the  commonest  mode  of  Torture  in  Madras  is 
by  the  Kittee  (in  Tclugu  Cheerala.)  This  instrument  merely 
consists  of  two  sticks  tied  together  at  one  end,  between 
which  the  fiugcrs  arc  placed,  as  in  a  lemon-squcczcr.  (Wo 
hare  seen  that  an  instrument  of  Torture  similar  to  this  is 
Used  iu  Assam],  or  the  unfortunate  is  compelled  to  interlace 

*  Niaiout  Adairlut  R^poria.  Slod  /k|>ril  1854,  p.  COS. 
t  ApixmUx  C-t  Mo.  9.  p.  xcix- 
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hia  Angers,  when  their  oadi  nro  gratped  Rud  squeezed,  %aai 
being  aometimes  lucd  to  cnaare  a  firmer  gripe  ;  or  lie  is  made 
to  place  his  hand  flat  on  the  ground,  anil  a  stiek,  Iju  J  horixon- 
tally  over  the  back  of  liis  fingers,  is  pressed  downwurda  at 
either  end;  or  the  fingers  are  bent  forcibly  back  towards 
the  hand,  or  the  hand  upon  the  fore  arm.*  Comprtiaion  of 
thejingeri  upon  or  helief^n  batabooa,  l^c,  is  also  practised  in 
Bengal.  [AngiU  badka  Halhor'unara),  Hero  aNo  l/ttr^nqera 
are  tied  chiel^  togt-lher,  and  naiU  or  tplit  bamboos  are  them 
forced  or  hammered  between  them — {dus  logee  kara).  This 
was  one  of  the  Tortures  against  wliic!i  Burkc  inveighed  in 
his  dcnunciatioa  of  Behi  Sing's  proceedings  in  Rungpore  and 
Dinngepore. 

In  Madras,  pressure  by  the  KUiee  is  applied  in  various  wnys, 
as  to  the  Eafjrf  and  t*  the  Breasts  of  femalea.X  Twitting 
Women*'  Breasts  is  alio  mentioned  ;^  so  alto  is  piucktng  at 
the  fiesh  with  large  iron  pincers.\\  Pinching  the  inner  parts 
of  the  Thighs  in  another  practice  thcre.^  In  Bengal  also, 
suigecling  ttie  victim  to  the  pinching  f^ several  persons,  fChinUt 
KaiaJ  is  spoken  of  aa  a  trell  known  mode  of  Torture. 

Compressing  the  Testicles  and  pricking  them  mth  TTutms 
(Holetipadhara.) — These  arc  modes  of  Torture  practi»ed  in 
Bengal.  An  instance  of  the  first  kind  has  already  been 
noticed  at  p.  212,and  it  would  appcar.fram  the  Madras  Report, 
that  it  is  employed  by  tho  Police  in  that  Presidency.**  A 
strange  statement,  illustralive  of  this  practice,  was  made  by 
n  Cossiah  woman,  who  confesiied  to  the  murder  of  her 
husband.  She  ofRrmcd  that,  when  she  and  the  deceased 
were  at  work,  he  climbed  a  tree,  seven  or  eight  cabits  high, 
to  get  a  ratan.  It  broke  in  bis  grasp,  and  he  fell  to  the 
ground,  when  hIic,  scvuig  hie  hclplcoa  condition,  seized  the 

•  Rflpwrl.  p.  49  t  B*port,  p.  SI. 

X  A|)pcii>ilz  E.,  Na  93,  p.  nvii  aail  xxix. 

%  ApiKuiliA.  C  p.xclL         H  lUA,  p.  cir.  f  fligv  48.        **  Fag*  50. 
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opportanity,  nnd,  with  a  stick  cut  for  the  purpoae,  stnick 
hiin  orer  the  aoftc  and  face,  and  completed  the  iDUrder  by 
squeeiing  his  testicles  until  he  expired.  (There  were  two 
vcrjr  severe  scalp  nouuda  and  the  testicles  were  avollen.) 
This,  the  Deputy  Commissioner  remarks,  Appears  to  be  an 
opcratiou  understood  by  the  Cossiah  womeu,  as  the  late  Mr. 
Scott,  Comtniaaioner  of  Assam,  informed  him  of  a  case  in 
which  a  European  soldier,  attempting  to  commit  a  rape 
upon  a  Cossiah  iroman,  was  clfcctu&lly  frustrated  iu  his 
attempt,  and  severely  puoishcd  in  tbia  manner.*  These 
parts  are  frequently  injured  in  affrays,  the  natives  having 
a  brutal  habit  of  seixiug  and  dragging  aloug  su  unfortunate 
opponent  by  the  scrotum-  In  a  ctisc  reported  by  Dr.  Denlinm 
in  1843,  iu  which  death  had  been  caused  by  uu  immcnac 
wound  across  the  loius  and  other  injuries,  it  is  mentioned 
that  "  the  skin  covering  the  organs  of  generation  was  com- 
pletely removed," — probably  iu  tbia  manner. 

A  dispute  on  money  matters  arising  between  two  trulers 
of  Delhie,  some  indcccut  lauguuge  passed ;  when  one  seiz- 
ed the  other  and  dragged  him  along  with  such  violence  that 
the  whole  preputial  iutcgumcat  was  torn  away.f 

The  various  kinds  of  torture  by  Bfatinif  practised  in  India 
will  be  uoticcd  m  the  Chapter  on  Woun  ds. 

Cw^finement  iii  a  Celt  Jtlled  with  Lime  (ChanamJ — Is  also 
mentioned  by  Baboo  Grischunder  Ghose.  In  a  case  tried  at 
Backerguuge  in  lS47,it  was  alleged  that  Lime  bad  been  put 
into  the  eyes  of  a  mau  who  was  supposed  to  have  met  with 
his  death  by  unfair  means.  Decomposition  had  advanced  too 
far  to  enable  Mr.  Scaiilau  to  give  an  opinion  upon  this  point. 

Ritbfnfiff  ihc  Face  upon  the  Ground. — This  is  al4o  spoken  of 
M  a  mode  of  Torture.   I,  not  long  since,  bad  achild  sent  to  me 


*  Nitainiil  Ailawlut  Itcpuits,  3tti  ApHl  IS&i,  p.  371 
f  Nitamiit  Adnwliil  RriioM*.  M.  W.  P.,  21»t  Sopt  )SS4,  p,  418. 
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whose  face  had  cvidcutly  uadergono  this  severe  discipline. 
The  fatal  cn^e  of  ft  mnii, — in  whom  Dr.  Murray,  of  fieerbhoom, 
foiiud  the  Qosc  wounded,  the  lips  much  torn,  the  upper  jaw 
frnctured,  a.  quaotiCy  of  mud  about  the  mouth,  aud  two  ecu- 
tiiscd  TTOUDds  on  the  back  of  the  head, — was  probably  of  this 
kind. 

Bmdmff  the  Limba  with  un^ae  tiffhtmat. — Mr.  Pagan,  of 
Midoapore,  has  reported  the  case  of  a  Mus«iilmaUQ  woman 
whose  right  arm  was,  upon  admission,  vory  much  svolleu 
mad  discolored,  from  having  been  bound  very  tightly  with 
a  rope;  indeed  the  skin  had  bcea  cut  by  the  rope,  and 
mortification  had  then  set  iu.  The  akin  near  the  elbow  joint 
had  been  also  bruised.  The  left  arm  had  salfcred  in  a 
leaa  degree.  The  right  arm  and  hand,  however,  remained 
permanently  shrunk  and  powerless.'*'  It  appears  to  be  the 
practice  of  the  Pohce  to  bring  in  prisoners  with  their  arms 
properly  secured.  Under  these  drcamstances,  attempts 
to  escnpo  might,  of  course,  leave  suepicious  marks  on  a 
prisoner's  limbs. 

Bindioff  the  arma  backwards  tmth  cord*  so  iighily  as  to 
irapetfe  ciratiatton.'f 

Twislinif  a  Rape  round  an  entire  limb  to  as  to  impede  eireu- 
lalion. — This  appears  to  be  a  rather  common  mode  of  Tor- 
ture in  Madras.  The  Collector  and  Magistrate  of  Salem 
describes  the  practice  as  "  tying  coir  ropes  to  [aroand]  the 
muscles  of  the  thtgha  aud  arms,  and  pouring  water  there* 
upon  to  produce  extreme  tension."!  The  Commissioners 
give  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Zillah  Surgeon  of 
Cannrn,  describing  the  condition  of  a  man  who  had  been 
tortured  in  this  manner.    He  had  two  very  deep,  foul  and 

*  Sm  tfct  triftt  of  ■  mini  fur  btadliig  Ihe  »nii*  uf  Ith  iuMnr  daugbttr  with 
undo*  utntiy.  Nianul  Atlnwhil  lleporu,  voL  ii.,  {ou-l  11  of  185^  ji.  475, 
i  Jbii,  A|>ptiniUx  C.  p.  cxhi — snd  dUi. 

X  Ai>i<CDdix  Cn  No.  II,  ^  caii. 
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entensivc  ulccn  on  liis  ^rmts  unci  bandB,  ftnd  a  great  mnny 
smaller  ones  extending  from  the  wrists  to  near  the  shoal- 
ders  in  r  s|»irftl  direction.  The  con'*tit»itionaI  symptoms  irere 
very  flevere.  lie  utatBii  that  liia  wrists  had  beun  placed 
between  two  pieces  of  wood  which  were  rcpentcdly  sqiieejied 
together  with  great  force,  and  that  a  rough  ropc>  charged 
with  powdered  chillies  nod  mustard  need,  D.ud  moistened 
witb  a  solution  of  salt,  was  very  tightly  bound  round  his 
arms.  The  ropes  were  kept  ou  uutil  his  arma  were  swollen 
four  times  their  natural  size  [?]  The  safety  of  the  limbs 
was  endangered,  and  he  left  the  Hospital  without  any  pros- 
pect of  recovering  the  fall  use  of  hia  hands.* 

The  Zilloh  Sur^on  of  Uuutoor  abo  reports  the  naao  of  a 
prisoner  upon  whom,  from  the  wrists  to  the  Mppcr  third  of 
either  forearm,  there  were  distinct  marlts  of  tight  ligatures. 
On  one  wrist,  the  skin  waa  abraded,  and  Buppuratiou  had 
followcd.t 

Binding  err  othertoite  eoMtraining  the  hodif  in  peinfiU  poti- 
{ions. — A  grciit  vuricly  of  cruel  devices  of  this  kind  are  in 
vo^c  in  both  Presidencies.  Thus — in  Bengal — there  is 
keeping  a  Umh  flexed  or  extended.  Making  the  victim  stand  on 
one  ley  asid  torturini/  ttw  lifted  let/  as  often  tu  it  is  allowed  to 
toncfi  the  ground.  {Bk  Ifiangit  darkarana.)  Binding  the  artnt 
behind  the  back  and  forcing  them  with  a  lattee  (thick  stick) 
inserted  between  the  batk  and  arm*.  (Pit  moradhiya.)  Plac- 
itu/  a  band  mill,  or  other  weight  on  the  ehest.  (Bookar 
i^ar  Jatbadyal. — This  lust  mentioned  punishment  may,  like 
BtinsdoUah,  account  for  a  certain  proportion  of  the  crushcil 
chests  which  so  frequently  come  under  medical  investigation. 
According  to  a  Hindu  history  of  Bengal,  quoted  by  Ward, 


•  B«iwrt,p,9. 
t  Ibid,  Appendix  C.  No.  S.  Giuumr,  p.   braii. — See  kIso  AppnnilU  K- 
Pp    ud — sx:tti   (A  rope  iwitlcd   rvuml   <>ii«    ftrm    Troiu   Itw    wriBl    tg  flte 
8hoal<l*T  kud  Ibi.'  jwiaoii  BUBiwiid«il  b)'  it  for  10  uiiauu*)— uud  xxxviiL 
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Kasum  Alee  Kiiaa  put  tlnJH  Rum  NaxAyn  to  death  hj  placing 
R  great  weight  oa  his  Htoiuncli.  In  1845,  a  Gomasbta  of  a 
Taiooktinr,  iu  tlie  Chittngoiig  division,  whea  ooUecting  rents, 
soisud  a  ryot  and  plncing  hcRvy  weights  on  his  clicst,  con- 
liiied  bim  for  24,  hours,  the  unfortUD&tc  man  died  irom  tlic 
effects  of  this  treatment.* 

Iq  Madraa,  these:  modes  of  Torture  appear  to  be  cunningly 
proportioned  in  severity  in  such  a  mnuucr  as  to  cause  every 
degree  of  saffering  from  considerable  annoranceto  exquisite 
torment.  Thus  there  Me  Stoekt  for  the  Handi  end  Feet. 
Persons  arc  corapcltod  to  remain  in  a  atocpmg  position 
with  a  greater  or  lesn  toeight  upon  the  hack — to  stand  oa  one 
leg  holding  the  toes,  or  with  tfte  other  tied  vp.  In  some  cases 
n  log  of  irood  is  also  placed  on  the  head  ;t — to  stand  with  Hie 
tttMzzie  of  a  musket  resting  on  the  great  toet,X  or  to  sU  on  the 
haunches  with  bricks  or  sharp  pointed  stones  pfaced  in  the 
bendt  of  the  kneet.ii  One  of  the  most  commou  modes  of  Tor- 
ture in  Jlndraa  ia  the  Anunetat  (in  Tclugu  Gingeri), — lying 
a  man  dotvn  in  a  bent  position  with  his  oion  cloth  or  a  rope 
pasted  over  fm  neck  and  under  his  toes,  the  head  being  some, 
times  brought  down  to  the  kueca.  Olleu  a  stone  of  greater 
or  lens  wei^lit  (sometimes  a  mn.n){|  is,  at  the  same  time, 
placed  on  tbo  back.  The  whole  Iteport  is  filled  with  refer- 
ences to  cases  in  which  this  Torture  was  employed  in  nuious 
degrees  of  severity .^i 

It  appears  that,  in  all  the  above  modes  of  Torture,  Expo. 
rure  to  the  Svn  is  usually  added  to  the  victim's  otbcr  causes 
of  suffering. 

•  Pttlioo  Report  L.  P..  184&.  p.  44. 

t  AppoD<Ux  C  p.  cisxiv, 
t  im  pt  eboir.  }  IhJ.  \\  Appendix  C,  p  clxxiv. 

^  Buing  i^arrted  to  final  JuilgDitnt  with  ttinir  kenda  ind  logs  tied  toKviber,  in 
hHd  by  ibc  Hindu*  as  vnu  of  Lbo  panikUuicDU  of  lira  wii^K^  ■Dtialpvioar  «< 
the  psiuofhcIL 
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Id  some  of  these  caaca  the  Torture  is  contiQued  uatil 
death  results. 

The  Actiug  Collector  of  Ncllorc  reported  that  a  case  had 
reeentl^  lieen  reported  to  him  in  wliictt  an  old  man^  having 
becD  tied  up  in  a  bamiug  sun,  was  attacked  with  apoplexy 
from  which,  nfter  an  interval  of  some  davs,  he  died.* 

The  details  of  a  verj'  remarkable  case  of  this  kind  have 
receuttv  becu  sent  for  publication  in  the  Indian  Annals  of 
Medical  Science,  by  Sub-Aasiatant  Surgeon  Suyd  ^[ahomcd 
Jauii,  in  Medical  cliargc  Jhung, — Punjab.  In  December 
185'i,  he  was  called  upou  to  examiue  the  body  of  a  man, 
aged  60,  who  was  stated,  in  tlie  thannah  report,  to  have  been 
struck  with  a  shoe  on  the  private  parts  by  a  Burkuadaz,  from 
the  effects  of  which  blow  lie  died  in  about  18  hours.  Thero 
were  no  outward  traces  of  violeace.  Ou  opening  the  abdo- 
men about  six  ounces  of  bloody  serum  flowed  out  ?%<■ 
Pancreas  was  verticalty  tacn'aied  from  above  downwards  at 
its  right  extremitif  Ihraufjh  abQUt  half  Us  breadth.  A  small 
clot  of  blood  was  found  close  to  this  wound.  The  whole 
organ  looked  highly  congested,  with  eiteasive  extravasation 
of  blood  into  its  cellular  tissue.  It  appeared  that  the  decea- 
aed  had  been  arrested  on  suspicion  by  the  prisoner  who,  in 
order  to  extort  a  coufe»aion,  placed  him  on  the  ground,  tied 
his  bands  together,  and,  having  forced  his  knees  between  his 
armt^  fixed  him  in  this  position  by  passing  a  long  sttek 
under  the  benda  of  the  knees  and  over  the  arras.  Then 
throning  the  wretched  man  on  hia  hack,  he  began  to  heat 
him  with  a  shoe  on  his  buttocks  and  genitals,  and  kicked 
him  more  than  once  until  he  fainted;  whcu,  bciug supposed 
to  be  dead  or  dying,  the  victim  was  released.  When  he  came 
to  his  senses,  the  man  complained  of  a  severe  pain  in  the 
epigastrium,  but  was  able  to  walk  home  (about  a  mile}  sup> 
ported  by  two  persons. 

*  Afi^radix  Kn  7,  Melluv,  p,  IxKU 


Placing  ttinging  or  gnatcing  Jmectt  upon  (he  SUit. — A  com- 
mon puniahment  in  Bengal  is  placing  tpiders  or  a  kind  of 
liccLle  culled  bj  tlic  natives  ghaorffltoora  pooka  on  the  nave) 
covered  witli  u  iiliell  or  c^llieo  |)0t.  It  is  stuted  tbat  thcnc 
produce  a  swelling  wliicli  Is  not  unlikely  to  be  mistaken  by  the 
Surgeon  for  a  I»rge  furuncle.  In  Madras,  the  Poo/fay  fnteci, 
the  Carpenter  Beetle,  some  burrowing  beetle,  or  the  potter'a 
insect  i»  frequently  secured  in  n  cocoonut  shcU,  over  the  navel, 
or  is  fiutcncd  on  the  scrotum  or  some  other  scnaitiTe  part.'*' 
That  old  practice,  of  eirpoaing jre-rgons  to  ber/nuwed  by  anti,f  ap- 
peara  still  to  prevail.  The  Collector  and  MagistrHte  of  Cannra 
has  known  a  prisoner  to  be  put  into  a  ue«t  of  ted  ants  as  a  means 
of  extorting  confessioD.^  In  1853  the  Zillah  Surgeon  of  Gan- 
toor  reported  to  tLe  Judge  that  lie  bad  cxAmiued  n  prisoner 
in  a  criminal  case,  the  wbole  of  whose  back  was  disfigured 
by  the  cicatrices  of  uumcroua  small  sores,  there  was  also 
ouc  Bore  of  great  bizc,  near  the  spioc,  and  there  ncrc  marks 
of  tight  ligutuics  round  both  arms.  The  man  stated  that 
he  remained  tied  by  the  anna  to  a  tree  all  night,  and  n-as 
severely  bitten  by  large  black  ants.  From  the  appearance 
uf  the  sores,  tbey  being,  fur  the  most  part,  small,  isolated, 
and  rather  deep,  and  from  the  marks  of  the  cords  on  his 
arms,  the  Surgeon  was  of  opiuioa  that  the  prisoner's  state- 
ment  was  correct.^ 

Sticking  Pina  or  Thorns  under  the  Naila  b  practised  equally 
iu  this  Presidency  and  iu  Madras. 

We  have  already  seen  tfaat  dipping  unfortunates  iu  water 
or  mud  until  they  were  nearly  suffocated  was,  long  ago, 


*  Appendix  C  pp,  cxll  Mil  rxir. 
t  Tha  rhiiBw  Mj  thai,  imong  (he  iriala  to  whk-b  iliicMlhu  moA  tubjtcled, 
nvra  tiDMLrlDgbimwilh  muliuuta  biiiI  lolling  iho  Dies  lunnrat  him,  mntl 
•lurching  witk  firv. 

t  Apponili^t  C^  No.  10,  Cansrs,  p.  criii 
5  AppciHlix  C,  Nu.  fi,  p.  Kxi. 
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prflctlied  by  the  Musaulmaan  rulers  in  Urngal.  Keepioff 
undfr  water  (Jaludttftana)  is  still  in  Bengali  Tortitrc.  It  is 
also  pTBctisetl  iu  Mailrns*  Tho  MagiRtrate  aud  Ctillector 
of  Taujoro  reported  tlint,  there  waa  still  a  youDg  girl  under 
treatment  by  Lis  natire  doctor  for  a  severe  wound  receired, 
when  alic  waa  dropped  down  a  well  tjy  a  rope  fastened  round 
her  neck,  by  a  man  who  wished  to  force  from  her  infonna- 
tion  aa  to  what  had  become  of  an  ornament  lost  by  auotlier 
cliild  at  pUy.t 

Filling  the  mouth  tffUh  pebblet  and  striking  the  chin  towards 
with  sufRcieiit  force  to  break  the  teeth  fDarimara}  ie  spokea 
of  as  a  Bengali  puimUment. 

Pullinff  the  flair  on  bath  sides,  (Chnoldhara  tana.) — ^In 
Bengal  thii  is  gcuorally  practised  upon  females.  In  Madras, 
there  are  several  coiitrivimces  of  this  kind.  Such  as /^nj7 
two  ptriont  elo$ely  together  by  Ike  lop  knott,  and  tying  the 
hair  0/  the  head  to  a  donkey't  or  bttffaloe'a  tail.  Plucking  out 
the  Beard,  (reckoned  by  the  natives  a  great  disgrace,)  is  n 
common  Torture  in  both  Presidencies.^  Twisting  the  ear»  ; 
striking  two  offender^  heads  together  ,•  placing  a  person  in 
the  gun  with  his  iiair  loose,  and  compelling  him  to  turn  his 
head  rapidly  to  and  fro.^ 

Beating  the  ankle  and  other  joints  with  a  soft  malief  or 
piece  of  «>ood\\  appears  to  be  a  common  Torture  iu  Mfidras. 
A  case  has  already  been  cited  in  this  chapter,  p.  216,  which 
ihows  the  barbarous  maimer  in  wliieh  repeated  biowa  are 
inflietcd  upon  the  extremities  by  natives  of  thia  country. 
Last  year  tbe  Surgeoa  of  Ucliar  thus  described  one  only  of 
the  injuries  which  be  found  upon  the  body  of  n  roan  whom 
several  persons  bad  beaten  to  death  with  clubs.    "The  lef^ 


•  a-port.  p,  50, 
i  AppeaiUx  C,  No.  10,  ji,  clxix— mw  also  p.  cUi  of  the  uuin. 

X  Kvpurt,  p.  48. 
§  AppriMlIx  C,  p.  cUxir.  t  /Aid,  pp.  cliai»ii,  excUi 
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arm,  from  hnlf  wny  down  the  shoulder  to  the  extremities  of 
tlie  Bngers,  was  one  masa  of  dark  colored  pulp.  The  elbow 
joint  was  completely  destroyed  and  tlie  bones  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood shuttered  to  atoms,  »ud  the  braehinJ  artery  waa 
toni  ID  shreds."* 

Since  September  1851,  nil  medical  men  in  tlio  Madras 
Presidency  have  been  instructed  by  the  Medical  Board  to 
examine  peraonally  erery  prisoner  on  bis  eonimittaJ  to  jail. 
This  order,  the  Commissiouert  have  no  doubt,  is  punc- 
tually carried  out.  Still  their  attention  has  been  attracted 
by  the  singular  absence  of  almost  all  medical  testimony. 
This,  liowever,  appears  to  be  accounlcci  for  by  the  remark 
that,  "ordinarily,  the  violence  is  of  a  petty  kind,  although 
causing  acute  momentary  pain ;  and  even  mauy  of  the 
severe  kinds  of  Torture  invented  by  native  ingenuity, 
leave  no  mark  behind  them.  Delay  is,  uo  doubt,  often 
purposely  interposed  between  the  infliction  of  ill-usage, 
and  the  delivery  of  the  accused  to  that  custody  which  is 
subject  to  European  aupervision,  and  thus  marks,  when 
made,  become  obhterated."t 

In  both  Presidencies,  native  invention  has  been  fertile  in 
the  discovery  of  tortures  and  ill-treameut  which  leave  no 
marks — Such  as  Esjtoture  to  the  Sum.  Coaftnemmt  in  thf 
Stocks,  (Shaladya).  Slarvation,  (Sokea  mara) — {to  this  is 
added,  in  Madras,  theTortnrc  of  6ef)i^pret'e»//'rf//«moA*'yii)^ 
Me  calU  of  nature)  or  from  Sleeping.  Slapa  and  blows  with 
awiicliei.  Impr'taonmtnt .  liunnin^  up  and  dov!n,  ts  a  Madras 
punisbracnt.  In  Bengal,  Expofwe  to  the  Incleinency  qfthe 
^itfht  Air,  (Nangto  kara  phafa  rakaj  and  SprinkliNi/  the 
Body  with  Watrr  in  Cold  Weather,  {Jhara  dhyaj  are  prac- 
tices long  since  employed  by  the  Maasulraauiis,  inveighed 


*  UTiMinnt  Adswlut  RoporU,  Sth  Auput  ISS4,  p.  393. 
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ftgAinst  by  Burk«,  nnd  well  koown  in  the  present  day. 
Cloiing  the  Nottrili  till  t))c  rictim  is  b&lf  sutTocated  fNaJt 
t^dhara)  And  TichUa^  (Katakatoor  dya)  aro  alsc  men- 
tioned. I  even  fiix)  more  thnn  one  allusion  to  tlie  diagnat- 
ing  bratality  of  Maklnif  Water  into  the  J'^ctim't  Mouth, 
(Mooka  ntoota  dya),  Tliis  was  done  in  n  case  given  in 
Mkcnaglitcn's  Reports,  nlicre  an  unfortunate  nretch  vas 
barbarously  put  to  death  by  sercrsl  nasmUats. 

Various  modca  of  inflicting  dcgradntion  and  mental  3uf> 
llering  are  also  practised — an  cuumerutiou  of  t})C8C  may 
appear  foreign  to  a  medical  work.  Still,  an  the  Surgeon  is 
generally  coninlteii  in  inquiries  of  this  kind,  it  is  necea. 
KTy  that  he  should  be  acquainted  with  the  whole  Bystem, 
Thus,  in  Madras,  persona  of  respectability  arc  con6ned 
with  others  of  low  caste;  or  a  llramin  is  made  to  carry 
a  sweeper  on  his  back,  or  a  necklace  of  bones  or  other 
di^usting  and  polluting  materials  is  placed  round  his 
neck.* 

These  arc  evidently  modes  of  vexation  contrived  by 
the  Mussulmnons.  It  is  stated  that  Seraj-oo-Doulah  wna 
betrayed  by  n  fukeer.  with  whom  he  took  refuge,  who  had 
formerly  tieen  n  merchant,  but  was  degraded  by  the  tyrant 
by  haviug  bis  head  shared  and  the  uriuc  of  an  ass  poured 
upon  it. 

In  1852,  a  man  deposed  in  a  trial  at  Joonpore  that  cer- 
tnin  Mussulmauns  had  seized,  bound  and  beaten  Itim,  and 
had  thrown  him  into  a  pit.  One  of  them  had  proposed  to 
put  hone<),  goor  and  mowa  into  his  mouth,  and  thus  deprive 
him  of  bis  caste,  hut  that  they  decided  to  carry  him  into 
Oude.t 


•  Keport,  p.  48- 
t    NUttmut  AdkMlut  BapoM«,   H".    W.  P.,    93tU    S«ptcaUr  I»S»,    ji. 
106S. 


In  this  part  of  the  country,  il  is  alleged  tbatrespectEiblc  per- 
sons are  confined  in  privies,  or  arc  compelled  to  clean  them 
out,  audtbat  women  arc  exposed  to  every  degree  of  indignity. 
Some  of  tlie  details  already  given,  are  sufficiently  liorriblc; 
still,  even  beyond  tliia,  the  extent  to  wliicb  tlus  latter  atrocity 
ia  stated  to  be  practised  is  sucb  that  I  feel  unnilling  to  do 
more  than  allude  to  the  subject,  unleaa  proved  cases  could 
be  cited,  a  result  wbicb  is  rendered  difficult  by  the  lecrecy 
which  would,  of  coui'sc,  be  maintained  both  by  the  injurers 
aud  the  injured.* 

A  very  extraordinary  case  wait  tried,  at  Meorut,  in  October 
1854',  in  wbtcli  it  was  clearly  proved  tluit  one  Kboobee  Singh 
having,  probably  by  liia  own  criminal  conduct,  involved  him- 
self seriously  with  the  Police,  compelled  certain  persons,  bis 
nephew  and  others,  to  liill  him  by  striking  bim  with  q  sword 
on  the  back  of  the  neck.  Nearly  all  tbc  witnesses  concurred 
ia  asyin^  that  the  cliicf  reason  expressed  by  the  unfortu- 
nate man,  in  insisting  upon  being  put  to  death,  was  that  thu 
Kotwal  had  aecusud  him  of  |mrticipation  in  a  robbery,  and 
threatened  that,  if  he  did  not  produce  the  money,  be  would 
seize  all  the  women  of  hia  family  and  parade  them  naked 

'  More  than  onec&se  occurs  in  tliaBrporUuf  dieCuurU  ofSiuiniLl  Adsw- 
lut.  in  whicb  then-  appeiu^il  Vi  bo  atrcrng;  »&»(>»  f<>r  bnlioving  that  iKn  eritae  of 
Kapc  u'Rs  00  mm  ill  lid  with  «  ci)9i1-1iIiioi)hi)  iuleutton  o(  bringing  dbgruw  upon 
the  woman's  runily.  In  OctoU^r  18!>-1  n  youDg  married  wamBn  of  Cawnpnn 
wu  tried  fur  no  utwmpl  to  murder  li«r  itifiuit  by  tlirowiiig  herutf  irilh  Ui« 
child  in  her  arrati  iiito  •  wbU.  Circumalancca  came  oat  in  cTidcnc*  irhnk 
I«d  to  tlie  lielitif  cIibc  iIk'  pritoDur  hod  uetoil  nudcr  filings  of  «xIrciino  ex- 
t'iUtmcntt  raiimd  b;  tli«  ditgnccful  conduc-L  of  lhi>  Zumindu  uiil  oiixtn  who, 
tmafi  Mingod  U  a  d«po«ltloB  mad*  by  her  biubutid.  bad  ret«ng«<l  tliem- 
k<1tc9  upon  hia  wife,  b/  piililng  upon  lier  a  grlriOTi,*  indignity.  The  mim 
wen  tn*<I  on  a  <)uurgo  of  Rapo,  andworc  found  guilty  by  the  Seudoiu  Jodgtt 
of  an  Kggruirittcd  and  inile<«nt  umuIl  TltiTO  nka,  boweier.  %o  macb  incon- 
«i<l(Hicy  in  ihn  riui.TDioota  of  Umi  wotnan  and  litt  wiiDftMM,  thai  ih*  Supmor 
Cn«n  3c-tiii(tt.-d  ihn  dnfnaitanU.  On  appMl.— Niunut  Adawlut  Ri>por(a 
11%  W.  P.t  ^iid  March  IHSJ. 
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through  the  bazar,  but  that,   if  he  died,  his  fnmilr  would 
not  bo  disgraced.* 

Among  the  questions  proposed  to  witneascs  in  the  late 
inquiry  was  the  following: — "The  Tchaildar  probably  does 
not  permit  it"  ^orture]  "  in  his  own  presence.  But  is 
there  an  nnderstandiug  that,  if  he  orders  a  man  to  be 
treated  Cayidah  pracaurum  (according  to  custom),  or  some 
words  to  that  effect,  he  ia  to  be  subjected  to  such  ill-usage  ?"1- 
1  hftTc  long  bclicTcd  that  there  must  be  certain  "  Cant" 
pliraaes  by  which  the  several  modes  of  Torture  arc  knoim. 
For  B  couaidcrahle  time,  I  eould  gain  no  infomiation  on  this 
Bubjcct,  or  the  uamea  of  the  Tortures  were  merely  rendered 
into  Bengali  by  my  informants.  The  following  expreBsioiw 
were,  at  length,  collected  for  me  by  a  native  geutlemnn  whose 
means  of  obtaining  nccurnte  information  arc  unimpeachable. 
I  may  add  that  his  memoranda  were  sent  to  me  iu  the  middle 
of  Marcli  last, — some  time  before  the  Bcport  of  the  Madra& 
Commissioners  was  nubmitted  to  Qovemment. 

Blmlakara  BJioJhoif.     (Klakc  him  understand  well.) 
Jalkhoyak  ana.     (Bring  him  after  he  has  drank  water.) 
Kala  rjhora  ntaghoy.     (Take  him  to  the  black  room.) 
Jtttadoboy.    (Keep  him  under  water.) 
Khaya  ana.     (Bring  him  alter  he  has  eaten.) 
I'alfcara  ana.     (Bring  him  after  he  has  been  well  pre- 
pared.) 
Saca  kara  ana.  { Bring  bim  after  be  has  been  well  serred, 

or  respected.) 
Lut  Koy.     (Make  him  swing.) 

lliaada  Kuro, — Garam    Kuro.     (Cool   bim,  or    WArrn 
him.l 


"  Nlamut  Adairlut  Brporto.  N.  W.  P.,  Ifitb  Oclobw  U44,  p.  JT3.— Sw 
olio  for  SOtli  Ang««t  ItM,  p.  )04B. 

t  Apfwndix  G..  Nu  1,  p..  cixidr. 
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The  practice  of  Tluntaa  SncriGce,  (alto^tlier  apart  fVom 
tbose  of  Sati  and  Feinnlc  lufuiiticidc)  constituted,  prcvioaa  to 
the  times  of  MtUiomcdRn  aHCcudancv  in  Indiana  leadiug  feature 
in  the  reltgioa  of  tliG  Ilinduii.  The  Life  of  a  Man  was  the 
mogt  ttcccptable  sacrifice  that  could  be  offered  to  their  aan- 
guiaary  deittcs.  Heiice  the  immolatioDs  and  sacrifices  at 
Hurdvrar,  at  the  Maliudco  Hills,  at  Saugor  Isliutd,  and  at 
Jogganath,  and  the  Satis,  onco  universally  practised  through- 
out  India  and  still  monstrously  prevalent  iu  many  of  the 
native  states.  According  to  Col.  Sleetuan,  Human  Sacri- 
fices were  offered  iu  the  City  of  Saugor  during  the  whole  of 
the  Mahratta  Govcrumcut,  u|)  to  the  year  1800.  The  Itcvd. 
Mr,  'Ward  coliected  much  important  and  striking  iuforma- 
tiou  relative  to  thi»  practice  as  prevailing  iu  Bengal,  so  lat« 
u  the  year  1817.  He  was  infortned  that,  at  CLitporo  and 
at  Kali-ghnt,  near  Calcutta,  human  sacrifices  had  been  occa- 
siouuUy  offered  up  to  the  year  1783,  and  that  tho  practice 
was  still  kuovn  to  exist  at  other  places, — as  at  Kslieera, 
a  town  near  Burdwan,  and  at  Brumha  Neetula,  near 
Kudeca,  where  headless  human  boUios  continued,  from  time 
to  time,  to  be  found  near  the  temples. 

Doubtless  the  crime  is  less  prevalent  than  formerly  ;  but 
there  are  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  there  is  scarcely 
ft  district  in  India  in  which  Human  Sacrifice  is  not  still 
practised  ns  a  superstitious  rite. 

It  was  held,  in  the  Budhiradhy&ya,  or  Sauguiiuiry  Chap- 
ter of  tho  Calica  Puran,  that,  through  sacrifices,  Princea 
obtain  bliss,  heaven,  and  victory  over  their  enemies.  By  a 
human  sacrifice,  attended  by  the  forma  laid  down,  Dctl  ia 
pleased  one  thousand  years,  and  by  the  sacrifice  of  three 
mcu  one  hundred  thousand  years.  [It  is  of  ^eat  impor- 
tance, iu  a  judicial  point  of  view,  that  it  should  he  home  iu 
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mind  tbat  nearly  a.11  tlie  scriptures  and  traditions  of  the 
lliodas  concur  in  promising  tliR  liighest  blcssiugs, — such  as 
succcRS  in  war,  numerous  offspring,  wealth,  the  rcftliaation 
of  aJl  desires,  to  liim  «lio  oSutu  a  tiinn  in  Baciifice.]  The 
Tictim  mast  be  n  person  of  good  appearance  and  be  prepared 
by  ablutions  and  reiiuisite  cereraouies.  The  perforniauce 
of  the  sacrifice  with  a  Chandraliasa,  or  Cattri  (two  weapons 
of  the  AXQ  kind)  is  reckoued  tlio  birst  modo.  The  saerilicer 
must  previonsiy  make  use  of  certain  prescribed  texts  and  in* 
vocations;  Hii  uuctcau  or  deformed  person,  oncunwilling,  one 
under  twelve  ycnrs  of  age,  or  a  female,  must  never  be  sacri- 
fice<1.  If  a  human  aacrlGce  is  performed,  ivithont  the  con- 
sent of  the  Prinee,  the  performer  incurs  sin.  In  cases  of 
iuiaineQt  dnngcr,  or  var,  sacrifices  mny  be  performed  nt 
pleasure,  by  rriuees  therasclves  and  tlieir  ministers,  hut  by 
none  else.  The  Tictim'»  head  is  to  be  stnick  off",  and  offered 
with  the  blood.  Prcriously  to  striking  the  blow,  the  sacrificer 
is  to  invoke  the  deity  nod  to  worship  the  victim,  llaring 
immolated  n  human  victim,  willi  all  the  requisite  ceremonies, 
at  a  cemetery  or  holy  plaee,  the  sacrificcr  must  be  cautious 
not  to  cast  eyes  upon  the  body, — the  head  must  be  present- 
ed with  averted  eyes,* 

These  details  will  be  found  to  illustrate,  in  a  YtJj  remark- 
able manner,  the  proceedings  of  the  crlmiD&la  in  the  following 
recent  case.  In  September  1851,  an  informer  waited  opon 
the  Magistrate  of  Chiltagong,  offering  to  cause  the  apprehea- 
siou  of  one  Joodhomonee,  a  llcaug,  an  old  offender,  occupy- 
ing the  Jaoui  village  of  Funnooa  in  the  hilU  to  the  North- 
east ofChittngoug.  Joodhomonee  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  considerable  infliteace  is  bis  tribe;  and,  upon  an 
attempt  being  made  by  a  large  body  of  Ilill-men  under 
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the  orders  of  tho  darogah  to  arrest  liira,  his  people  rnahcd 
out,  fired  «t  them  with  muskets,  and  drove  tbcm  off. 
Tbtrtceii  days  after  this  affray,  Joodbomonee,  vilb  a  bod/ 
of  i\rmcd  men,  euterrd  a  plnco  called  Suktiun,  urberc  aomc 
Rookies  bad  taken  up  their  rcsideucc  a  short  time  prcrious- 
ly.  These  unfortunate  pcr«ons,  eleren  in  number,  were 
seized  ;  aix  vere  caused  to  bathe  in  the  river  and  were  taken 
through  tho  jungle  to  a  place  of  sacrifice, — a  cleared  spot, 
staked  round  with  bamboos  about  six  feet  high,  with  strips 
scraped  up  and  left  adhering  to  the  stems  as  n  kind  of  orna> 
mcnt.  Five  sacrificiul  altuni  were  afterwards  found  on  that 
apot,  and  one  elsewhere.  The  sacrifice  was  performed  hj 
torch-light  in  the  presence  of  many  persona.  The  Tictims, 
having  hcon  bound,  sis  of  Joodhomoucc'a  people,  armed  with 
bill-hooks,  selected  each  hia  sacrifice,  and,  having  performed 
arcligioos  ceremony,  (poojn,)  struck  off  the  Kookiei'  heads, 
Joodhomonco  and  another  salaaming  at  each  successive 
sacrifice.  On  the  following  night,  three  more  Kookica,  two 
men  and  a  woman,  were  takcu  to  another  spot,  and  there 
sacrificed  in  like  manner.  After  the  sacrifice,  one  of  these 
murderers  carried  a  body  to  the  {loliec  and  charged  one 
Bhuggoe  Roy,  an  enemy  of  Joodhomonee,  with  hia  death, 
Tlic  other  bodies  appear  to  have  been  thrown  into  the  water. 
The  sacrifice  was  said  to  be  intended  to  propitiate  the  gods 
in  favor  of  Joodhomonee,  and  to  get  bis  enemy,  Bhuggoe 
Hoy,  into  trouble. 

I  have  cited  the  abore  details  thus  minutely,  becansc  this 
is  one  of  the  most  recent  cases  of  human  sacrifice  ttiat  ba.i  been 
brought  under  judicial  iui-cstigation  in  India.  Mr.  Bowriug, 
who  tried  this  case,  meutiuua  in  his  report  tbnt  the  tribes 
inhabiting  the  Jaont  Mchals,  worship  fourteen  ^o/<»,  or  gods, 
some  of  which  correspond  to  the  Hindu  deities,  while  others 
arc  local  divinities.  He  adds — "  It  has  long  been  notorioua 
that  humnu  sacrifices  to  these  gods  arc  uot  of  uacommou 
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occurrence."*  It  will  be  at  once  remarked  that,  considering 
the  HbscDCC  of  nil  but  oral  trndition  upon  religious  cere, 
monies  &mong  these  savages,  the  sacrifice  detailed  above  waa 
perForiiicd  in  remiu-kabiy  strict  couformity  with  the  nJcs  of 
the  Saugaioary  Chapter.  Indeed,  except  in  the  particulars 
of  the  victims  being  prisoners,  and  one  of  their  number 
being  B  female,  every  item  of  the  ceremonial  appears  to  have 
been  rigidly  carried  out 

Although  I  was  then  the  Mcdicc^l  Officer  of  Cbittagong, 
the  body  of  the  victim  irns  not  brought  in  to  me  for  csaui- 
iiatiou;  bnt,  according  to  the  evidence  of  eyc>tntD cases,  each 
head  was  cut  off— "as  if  it  were  that  of  a  kid." 

Some  very  remarkable  details  relative  to  the  practice  of 
Human  Sacrifice  in  the  Jcyntea  territory,  by  Sylhet,  were 
brought  to  light  in  1821,  in  the  trial  of  three  persona  who, 
at  tbc  inetigatiou  of  the  brother-iu-law  of  the  Ilajah  of  that 
country,  forcibly  seized  a  boy  in  the  Britiah  territory,  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  bim  up  as  a  aacrilicc  to  Kalee.  The 
boy  was  rescued.t  There  is,  however,  reason  to  believe  that 
the  extension  of  the  British  rule  has  placed  a  check  upon 
the  practice  of  Human  Sacrifice  in  the  Sylhet  district. 

Government  have  long  been  actively  engaged  in  endea- 
voring to  put  donn  the  system  of  Human  Sacrifice  extensively 
prevailing  among  the  Khonds  inhabiting  the  hill  tracts 
of  Orisna.  Valuable  reports  have,  from  time  to  time,  beea 
published,  showing  the  character  and  extent  of  this  frightful 
evil,  and  the  success  which  has  attended  our  efforts  to 
suppress  it.  I  think  it  right  to  quote,  from  these  reports}, 
the  ilcacriptlons  which  have  been  given  of  the  various  modes 
ID  which  these  Sacrifices  arc  perpetrated,  as  it  will  be  found 


*  NiiAiniii  Aikwlul  B^porU,  vol.  ii.,  part  1  of  ISJ.1,  p.  6!>9. 
t  Ucicn«f:htnn'«  lU-ports,  tol.  L.,  p.  lOS. 
X  An  collp4-tM  in  Solwtioni  from  the  B«c»r<l«  arthe  GovvtrhmbI  oTIndU: 
(Uoma  Dcpaihucnl,)  tSM. 


tliattlicyilluatrntc,  in  several  sti-ik)ngpnrticiiliiTa,tbe  modes  of 
sacrifice,  womiiliiif;  and  torture  adopted  id  other  partsof  India. 

It  must  be  [ircntiscd  that  the  victims  of  these  sncriliccs, 
or  "  Meriahs,"  nmrt,  in  erery  CHse,  he  Aou^A/ ;  otherwise 
thcr  would  not  bo  regarded  as  accoptnhle  offerings  to  tho 
deities  whom  their  deaths  are  intended,  to  propitiate  or 
appease,  they  are  gcncriillv  wcM  fed  nnd  kiodlv  treated,  up 
to  time  of  sncrilice.  The  modea  of  sacriiicQ  differ  much  in 
tlie  Hcvcral  distrieta  of  Khondiiituu. 

]^Ir.  Russell  stutcs  that,  in  the  Maliafis  of  Goommir,  the 
Ticllm,  having  first  heeu  atupifieJ  ■with  ttiddy,  it  seixed  and 
thrown  into  a  pit,  into  which  the  blood  of  a  hog  h&n  bceti 
previous!}'  allowed  to  flow,  his  face  is  pressed  down  until  he 
i»  su£focated  in  the  bloody  mire.  A  piece  of  flesh  is  then 
cut  from  the  hodv  by  tlic  priest,  all  present  fuLinw  his 
example.  The  head  and  face  alone  remain  untouched;  and 
the  bones  wheu  hare  are  burned  with  them  iu  the  pit. 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  reports  that,  among  the  Cottuohoi,  the 
victim  i»  kept  in  a  continned  state  of  stupefaction  or  intoxi- 
cation from  the  moment  of  hi*  seiauro  until  he  is  Bttcrifiecd. 
The  priest  outs  a  small  hole  in  the  stomacli  of  the  victim, 
itnd  the  idol  18  bc»mcnre<)  with  the  blood  vliirli  60^3  from 
the  uround.  The  people  then  rush  forward,  aud  he  is 
litcrnllf  cut  to  pieces,  each  person,  who  is  bo  fortunnte  as  to 
pronure  it,  carries  away  a  morsel  of  flesh,  and  presents  it  to 
the  idol  of  his  own  Tillage. 

Mr.  Rickctts  wrote  that  very  contradictory  atorica  were 
told  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ceremony  was  conducted. 
One  of  the  most  common  moden  appeared  to  be  to  bind  the 
victim  between  two  strong  planks  or  bamboos,  one  being 
placed  across  the  chest,  the  other  across  the  shoutders. 
These  are,  Brst  of  all,  strongly  fastened  at  one  end,  the 
victim  is  then  placed  between  them,  a  rope  is  passed 
round  the  other  ends,   which  arc  long  enough  to  f;iTe  a 
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good  purclinse,  ihey  are  bonnd  togntlicr,  and  tlic  nufor- 
tunnte  sufTcrcr  is  squeezed  to  dcatli.  LiTe  still  ebbing,  the 
body  is  tlirown  on  the  ground,  and  chopped  in  two  pieces, 
below  the  bnmbuus,  with  hatchets.  Some  accouttt«  &ay 
that,  uftcr  the  pcrfurmnncc  of  »cvcra]  strange  ceremonies, 
the  divided  corpse  is  buried  mimHtilatcd.  Others  ssf  that, 
Rs  soou  as  it  is  divided,  those  in  atteudance  fall  on  and  cut 
each  a  piece. 

Mr.  Mills  Icnrncd  that  the  victim's  head  »nd  uccic  were 
introduced  between  the  reft  of  a  strong  bamboo  wplit  into 
two  parts,  the  ends  of  which  are  then  secured  together  and 
held  hy  the  KAcrificers.  As  soon  as  he  ia  finulT  fixed,  the 
presiding  priest  adi'nnccs  and,  with  a  nhiirp  and  curioualjr 
curved  axe,  brcnUs  the  joints  of  the  legs  and  arms,  at  the 
nnklu,  kuee,  elbow  and  vrist;  the  Burrounding  mob  then 
fall  to  and  strip  the  flesh  off  the  bones  with  knives.  Th« 
bones  of  the  deceased  are  buried  where  the  sacrifice  has  been 
licrfornied,  and  their  situation  ia  gcncndly  marked  by  a  long 
pole  stuck  into  the  earth  jiiat  above  them.  Colonel  C-ampbeU 
says  that,  in  Chinua  Kimefly,  the  remains  are  burnt,  and  the 
ashes  mixed  with  the  new  grnin  to  preserve  it  from  insects. 
According  to  Cnpt.  MaeVicear,  in  Maji  Deso,  the  Merinh 
is  first  surrounded  and  beaten  en  the  head  'with  hcaTT  metal 
b&nglcB;  and,  if  tliis  inhuman  smnsbiug  docs  not  imnae- 
diiitely  dt^tnty  life,  strangulation  is  cdccted  by  mcanis  of 
n  split  bamboo.  Colonel  Campbell  ststea  that  the  saciifice 
called  "Juniia"  is  peculiar  to  the  Khonds  ot  Jn/pwe.  It  ia 
idways  succKedcd  by  llie  sacrifice  of  l/iree  himmn  beings, 
two  to  tbc  HUn,  to  the  east  and  weal*  of  the  village,  and 
one  iu  the  centre.  A  stout  -wooden  post  is  iirmly  fi\ed  in 
the  ground,  at  the  foot  of  it  a  uurrow  grave  is  dug,  and  to 
the  top  of  the  post  tbe  victim  is  firmly  fastened  hj  the  lon^ 

*  The  S«nguinAr}'  Chapter  orflaJiii,  lliai  ihv  humun  iit-iiu>  H  to  bo  immo- 
Uh-d  10  Ihe  E«tt,  %ad  hi*  blwpd  lo  be  [irctvnicil  in  iU-  H'm/. 


bair  of  hU  bead  ;  four  asaUtattts  bold  lua  outfttrctched  ariiis 
anil  legs,  tlie  body  being  suspended  horizontally  over  tbe 
grave,  wilh  tbo  face  towards  the  earth.  The  jiricst  tbeu 
re{)C»tii  nn  invocation,  hnclticg,  at  intcrvnl!!,  the  bnck  part  of 
the  abricking  victini'ii  neck.  The  victim  is  then  decapitated, 
the  body  thrown  into  the  grave,  ond  the  bead  Ict^  auspended 
from  the  post  till  devoured  by  wild  bciwts. 

Several  details  in  tbe  above  frightful  proceedings  Hbould 
be  kept  in  niiud,  a»  associating  the  practice  of  Meriah  Sacri- 
fice (although  it  may  be  only  accidentally)  iritb  other 
dcacriptionu  of  murder  and  eiicrilice — these  are,  especially,  the 
sacrifice  of  three ;  Ike  campremoR  of  the  chest  or  neck  with 
iamioM  (bansdoUab) ;  aud  tbe  infliction  ofaxcouad  on  the 
hack  0/ the  neck — al»o  a  practice  in  Bengal,  wbich  will  be 
referred  to  presently. 

Tbe  Unrrows  hitve  a  barharonii  custom  of  oiTuriug  a 
Uumaa  Head  in  some  of  their  religious  rites. 

Hcfereiicc  is  made,  iu  tbe  Heporls  of  the  Calcutta  iVVjra- 
TBul  AtluwM*  i.Q  tlio  coarictiouof  four  Garrowa  who  mur- 
dered two  women  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  Ueatls, 
which  were  required  by  one  of  their  couutryiueu  for  some 
superstiliuUB  ceremony. 

Again,  in  1850,  a  party  of  Garrows  entered  the  bouse  of 
a  man,  in  the  Mynieaaing  district,  and  cut  olT  his  Head, 
vbicb,  it  appeared,  they  re<iuired  to  be  buried  witli  the 
daughter  of  their  chief.  They  were  opposed  by  another 
person,  aleeping  iu  the  house.  They  wuuudcd  him  so 
severely  that  he  died  three  days  aftcrwards.f  Tbe  police 
■ticceeded  in  arresting  three  of  the  Garrowa,  one  of  whom 
was  aeulcuci'd  to  death. 

The  Dyaks  of  Borneo  also  have  a  practice  of  offering 
Human  Heads  for  the  propitiation  of  malign  spirits. 

*  VoL  T^  [1.  tU.  na  uiloil  in  Beaufort'i:  DJgnst  of  lti«  CrIiainftI  Law. 
t  PcliM  B«pori,  L.  1'.,  fur  IBSO,  p^  aa, 
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The  suKjcct  of  Hitman  Sacrifice  by  Decapitation — a  practice 
wlilcli  certniiily  still  cxiits  ia  thin  Presidency- — is  of  such 
great  iuiporlaiice  tliat  every  f«ct  bearing  upon  it  deserres  to 
bf  colU'cttd  and  cnrefully  weighed.  Tlio  following  dctailt, 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ward's  invaluable  work  oo  the  Customs 
of  the  HtDdue,  will  be  fouud  to  illustrate  very  dearly  the 
lecent  ciwca  of  Unman  Sacrifice  wLich  succeed  tlicm.  Ward 
lutiulions  that,  at  Cliitpurc,  about  llie  year  1788,  u  dccapi- 
tHteii  body  was  found  near  the  image  of  Chittresl]ware«, , 
whicli,  iu  the  opinion  of  the  epectfttors,  had  evidently  been 
offered,  on  the  preceding  night,  to  this  goddoss.  One  of  the 
pQudiCs  of  the  College  of  Fort  M'illiAm  assured  htm  that, 
about  the  year  1770,  at  the  village  of  Soomara,  near  Goop- 
tipnta,  he  saw  the  head  of  a  man,  with  a  lamp  placed  on  it, 
lying  iu  a.  temple  before  the  iui»ge  uf  the  goddess  Siddlteah* 
waree,  and  the  body  tying  iu  the  road  opposite  the  temple, 
lie  adds  that,  about  tereu  years  previous  to  the  publication 
of  bis  work,  there  was  found  a  hutuan  body  without  a  bend, 
lying  before  the  temple  of  the  goddcna  Tarn,  at  the  Tillage 
of  Seraraporc,  near  Kutwa.  In  the  inside  of  the  temple  were 
different  o[reringB — as  oruonicutSj  food,  flowers,  spirituous 
liquors,  &c.  All  nho  saw  it  knuvr  that  a  human  victim  had 
heeu  slaughtered  in  the  night,  and  Bcaich  was  made  after  the 
murderers,  but  id  Tain. 

After  readiug  the  above  facts,  we  can  entertain  but  little 
doul>t  as  to  the  nature  and  motive  of  the  crime  committed  in 
(he  fuUuwiug  tnsCauccB. — Iu  January  1851,  h  Hindu  Priest 
van  tried,  at  Midnapore,  for  murdering  a  woman.  The 
woman's  son  made  search  for  her,  but  the  prisoner  drove 
hiiu  away,  dccluriug  that  lie  had  sacrificed  Lis  mother,  mud 
Would  sacrifice  him.  The  neighbours  then  collected,  aud 
dcccaacd'a  head  was  found,  iu  a  room  in  the  prisoner's  house 
where  the  thflli.oor  was  kept,  placed  before  the  idol  and  covered 
with  flowers.     The  body  was  in  auothcr  room.     The  prlsoucr 
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itftted  that  lie  had  killed  fhc  dccciuicd  with  a  sword ;  that 
the  thakoor  Saligram  had  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream,  and 
had  ordered  him  to  oflfer  up  a  huronit  sacrifice ;  and,  in  ohfdi- 
euce,  he  seized  the  woman,  who  had  come  to  his  house,  and 
cut  off  her  head.  No  siitisfactory  proof  of  iDsatiity  being 
giTen,  faiiaticiam  was  not  admitted  as  hd  extenuation  of  his 
crime.     He  was,  therefore,  seutenccd  to  death.* 

In  the  {previous  \ear,  three  Brahmins  of  Barasct,  near 
Calcutta,  on  the  Budee  Poojah,  were  sacrificing  a  goat  to  thst 
§oddcs8.  One  of  tlicm,  after  cultiug  off  the  head  of  the 
IMWdAlibcratelf  cut  aft  the  head  of  his  bruthcr,  who  wns 
kflU&K  the  aoimal]  with  the  sacrificiul  Ituife;  he  then 
attacked  aud  wounded  his  nephew.  The  other  persons 
ruuning^  oft*,  he  escaped  ;  hut  was  arrested  somo  mouths 
nftctwurdB,  aud  seotcuccd  to  death. f 

In  June  1894,  a  case  of  this  kiod  at  Saugor.  The  pri- 
soner aud  the  deceased  were  cou»iiiB,  and  bad  been  staying 
at  Buudukgiore  for  some  davR,  worshipping  at  a  celehmted 
shrine  dedicated  to  Wahaduo.  On  ihc  day  of  the  occur- 
rence, they  weut  to  the  '  inuudcr'  (as  the  defendant  stated), 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  up  their  heads.  Shortly  after 
their  entrance,  the  havildar  of  the  temple,  ou  following 
them,  found  the  head  of  the  deceased  ou  the  sacred  stone 
(pindee),  the  defendant  being  in  the  act  of  cutting  his  own 
throat  with  a  sword,  and  threaicuiug  to  cut  down  any  one 
who  approached.  It  was  deemed  necessary  by  the  Court 
to  iiilhct  such  punishmcut  as  might  deter  others  from  foU 
lowiug  such  au  example,  The  prisoner  was  therefore  sen- 
tenced  to  imprisonment  for  Life  lu  trausportatiou  beyond 
8ea«4 

*  SiMmitt  Aitnwliit  Rc|iorU,  v«L  W,  p«H  I  of  1851,  |i,  M. 
f  Futic*  Roporl,  U  P..  for  \6M,  f.  i3. 
t  Hitsinat  Adawlut  U«|M:>ru.  Vt.  W.  P.,  Jum  ISM,  p.  >G2.    fim  also 
Biiiunut  Adkwiut  RupurU,  ruL  i.,  p.  13;  vuL  Iv.,  ]>.  I  IT;  vol.  Hi,  p.  IiHl. 
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A  verj  extrttorditiarr  case  of  what  appears  to  have  been  a 
dclilicratc  Human  ijacriticc,  tviia  tried  at  Scchsaugur,  in 
Assam,  in  tlic  same  year.  One  Gogoieram,  considered  by 
hiA  iicigliboum  as  a  good-teimpered  niiiiij  liaving  a  cliild  ill 
with  fever,  aaiil  that  lie  was  going  to  tJie  jungle*  for  medt- 
cinnl  herbs  and  to  coniult  augury  as  to  the  fate  of  his  infant. 
Iletookn-ttb  bitn  a  neighbour's  soa,  seven  or  eight  years 
oUl,  who  Lad  iilwiiya  appciircd  to  i)i:  a  favorite  of  bis,  lie 
confessed  tliat,  after  proceeding  about  200  yards  from  hi« 
owu  house,  the  idea  entered  bis  head  of  killLug  the  bo^-— 
he  hesitated  for  a  tita(>,  and  then  i<truek  the  ehild  a  Bingte 
blow  nitb  bis  dao,  almost  completely  severing  tho  head 
from  the  trunk — then, putting  hit  mottth  to  tfteffuUci,  he  drank 
tilt  biood.  After  this,  cleaning  liis  weapon  carefully  ou  the 
grass,  he  went  hume.  Ou  iuquiry  being  made  fur  the 
child,  be  laid  that  be  had  gone  to  fetch  firewood.  He  tbea 
took  a  uictd  of  rice  ;  and,  afterwards,  hnviiig  returned  to  tha 
place  where  the  body  Uy,  went  thence  into  the  junglea  to 
conceal  himself.  Tho  officer  who  tried  the  case  cnmc  to 
tbo  coucluDiou  that  be  deliberately  sacrificed  the  boy  to 
cflect  the  recovery  of  his  own  sick  child,  tbiuking  it  would 
be  acceptable  in  the  dcotnfl,  or  epints,  or  the  goddess  Kalcc. 
Muny  of  the  tribes  in  Assam  offer  up  sncrificc!!  of  animals 
for  worldly  prosperity ;  and,  in  some  instances),  human  beings 
have  been  sacriliced  to  avert  sickness  or  other  ills.  The 
medical  evidence,  that  of  the  neighbours,  and  even  the  tes- 
timony of  the  prisDuer's  mother,  all  went  to  prove  that  the 
prisoner  was,  and  hnd  always  been  of  sound  mind.  He  wua 
coudcmued  to  death.* 

■  Hitunnt  itdftwlut  Rcporu,  S3rd  &opt.  ISS4,  p.  412. 
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RECOGXITION  OF  WOUilDS  IXEXICTED  AFTER  DEATH. 

Bodies  sent  in  to  the  Civil  Surgeon  for  examiiiation  very 
frequently  present  marks  of  gnawing  hy  Insects,  Fish  aiiij 
V«rmiu,  or  liave  been  pfirtialW  tlevoiired  hy  Dngs,  Jnc.knis, 
Crows  mid  Vullurcs  : — some  of  tlienppenrfinccs  thus  caused, 
may  ioterfere  coii»i<terably  'with  our  means  of  foroiiug  nu 
accurate  upitiiua  upon  the  cftsc. 

Tlic  gcncmlity  of  bodies  arc  found  to  Hrtc  been  attackej 
W  AhIb.  The  mo3t  destructive  of  these  uretliesmidl  red  kind. 
Where  the  body  has  l>eeii  left  long  upon  the  ground,  a  gigan- 
tic  spedes  of  black  ant  aUo  Htlacks  it.  It  is  piirti<!nlarly 
noticeable  tbiit  tlie  inscctH  generally  eommeuce  upon  any 
abraded  or  raw  surface  which  the  body  may  present;  and, 
— where  there  have  been  a  nntnber  of  superficial  scratches, 
perhaps  inflicted  in  the  fatal  struggle,  or  where  the  dried 
line  left  by  the  cord  in  hanging  has  rcmaiucd  uncover- 
ed,-— the  gimniugs  of  these  creatures  into  the  true  skin, 
completely  along  tlie  injured  tracts,  greatly  obscure  the 
aspect  of  the  parts,  hy  removing  any  tniuiite  superGciaL 
ecchymoses  or  ctTusioua  of  blood  nhich  may  have  existed 
AS  the  only  evidence  that  the  injuries  were  inflicted  dur- 
ing lift.  In  a  not  estrcmely  decomposed  body  scat  to  mo 
about  a  year  and  a  half  since,  I  found  that  the  ants  had 
attacked  an  oval  ulcer  on  the  leg,  and  had  completely  eaten 
awar  all  the  tissues  within  its  circumference  to  the  bone. 

Fish,  Turtle,  Ratt,  and  IVatm'  tnsectt  are  very  deHtriiclive 
to  bodies  submerged  in  tanks  and  rivers.  In  the  first  cai^e 
brought  to  me  for  examination  ia  this  country,  I  found 
thai  blood  appeared  to  have  escaped,  freely  from  what  aeem- 
cit  to  be  extensive  lacerated  contusions  of  the  cyu-lids  and 
nose.  A  little  further  investigation,  however,  showed  that 
the  parts  had  been  gnawed,  probably  very  soon  after  sub- 
mersion, by  the  lisb  of  a  small  river,  into  wliicb  the  woman 
lind  fidlen. 
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BixliM  which  have  bceo  left  exposed  in  the  field*  for  A 
few  dtiys,  are  often  brought  iu  nearly  dr.vourcil  br  lIViI  Atti- 
maU.  It  appears  that  these  creatures  genernllv  attnck  the 
limbs  and  aMomen  first.  They  occasiouwlly  leave  extensive 
wounds,  inflicted  proviously  to  death,  entirely  untouchetl — 
eYCii  afU:r  bavins  torn  away  some  of  the  large  joints. 
This  I  have  noticed  with  great  surprise,  as  it  would  bo 
suppoHcd  that  an  extensive  bleediug  surface  would  first 
attract  their  attention. 

TJie  qtuslion  of,  whether  a  Wound  has  Oren  infiicied  Bt/ore 
or  After  Death — alwiiys  one  of  great  moment,  is  often  of 
peculiar  im|>ortance  and  difliculty  in  this  country.  It  ii  ■ 
■well-known  practice  in  ladia,  where  a  death  occurs  suddenly, 
from  natural  ciiuses,  to  a  mciaber  of  one  of  two  rival 
houses,  for  bia  relations  to  inflict  various  wouuds  upon  the 
corpse  and  to  place  it  in  b  spot,  vlicre  it  may  be  readily 
discovered,  ueiir  their  enenues'  dwelling  *  In  such  caaea,  it 
ID  kwowu  by  the  culprits  that  the  body,  being  in  a  greatljr 
advanced  etate  of  decomposition  whcu  brought  in  for 
inspection,  will  bo  viewed  with  coiisidernble  doubt  by  the 
medical  otllcer;  hie  uncertainty,  of  course,  telling  mora  or 
less  iu  favor  of  their  plot. 

It  will  generally  happen,  however,  thitt  vounds  thus 
inflicted  are  so  extensive  as  to  reuder  it  almost    a  matter  of 


*  laitMd  it  woalii)  npiuuir  that  Ui«  rrEninaU  of  tlie  prowni  4ky  pr«f«r  ik* 
ex[>e)ti»nt  or  Irniinc  tliclindj  iif  n  ]ii>riti>ii  wlin  Imt.  in  rMilily,  bMnnunlwvd. 

In  Ig43,  tbr«c  persuns  ut  Nuwukvllf  tnuritcrcd  tho  daugbtcr  of  oas  of 
Ihnni  for  Uin  )iiir[Ki,se  of  gollinf;  up  *.  fsW  ocunplainl  sgsln&I  cerUiD  putiw. 
In  till;  Muui-  )-i.-sr  \.wo  tiruthor*,  of  Bvvrbhuuin,  iicn  maAo  ovpr  for  trial  ub 
eintuiasuiniial  vvidence,  clinrgwl  with  tHe  murder  of  their  inbnt  brother  for 
the  purpoie  of  bringing  atintlicr  pt-rtaa  into  trouble. — I*otlrr  Rcpan,  L.  P.. 
1S43,  pp.  U,  M.  A^n,  in  \»*'i,  ■  man  of  BMlicrgunf^>  inirigiMd  m(li  th* 
wire  of  aiiMber.  who,  taharu*  him.  prvferreil  a  fatM>  chiir^  iff  Ihpft  agKiiuc 
kim.  Th«  prU«n«r,  mi  rcvcDgc,  to  inwlfo  thir  oili«r  in  a  pater  eharp, 
■Ww  hli  [ownf  ]  Idiot  eouvin,  and  let  tho  eorjr««  dose  t«  the  honM  of  bU 
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certainty  that,  providing  that  tlicy  cauKd  ilcatb,  tlie;  mast 
bave  done  so  Ly  baemorrliagc.  Here  tlie  iliscriminEitLve  iniles 
which  I  Iiave  found  of  most  prncticnl  use  arc  the  following — 
That,  cateria  paribus,  the  body  of  a  persou  bled  to  death 
decomposes  more  slowly,  and  vitli  a  ^eater  tendency  to 
desiccation,  than  ia  usual  in  any  cases  but  those  in  whicli 
death  has  been  attended  vith  exhausting  discharges,  ns  in 
cholera,  dvBcutery,  diarrhoea  or  plithisia.*  Here,  however, 
the  emaciated  appearance  of  the  body  itould  jyrobably  guide 
the  surgeon,  even  after  the  recognition  of  internal  lesions 
Lad  become  difficult. — That  the  muscles  of  one  nho  has 
bled  to  death,  have  a  peculiar  whiteness  cat>Uy  diKliugui^hcd 
from  the  auomiatcd  appearance  of  the  same  parts  in  persona 
lou^  exposed  to  miasmatic  induences.  In  the  former  cose, 
the  muscles  retain  their  usual  consistence,  and  arc  nearly 
ifhUe ;  in  the  latter,  they  are    Babhy  and  of  a  greyish  hue. — 

The  conjunctivn  of  the  eyelids,  parts  which  long  remain 
moist  and  free  from  decomposition,  are  found  nnusunlly 
white  when  death  bns  resulted  from  hiemorrhnge. 

In  all  cases,  however,  -where  recent  -wounds  are  observed 
in  a  pnti-id  body,  and  no  distinct  marks  of  external  or 
internal  eccfaymosis,  and  no  appearance  of  effusion  of  blood 
into  the  serons  cavities,  or  i-nbstancc  of  the  brain  can  be  dis- 
covered, the  medical  officer's  opinion  will,  of  course,  be 
given  in  the  most  guarded  manner. 

A  very  moderate  iusight  into  the  criminal  habits  of  the 
natives  will  sufficiently  convince  the  Surgeon  of  the  vast 

■  Wlielhprd«Rirmlicin  oT  tbobodj  wcura  miIj  gr  Iftic,  or  not  M  all,  will. 
QrcoarMidc-pAndDiiich  D[)on  the  cIlniHt*,  ttssoD.and  hj'grAmnCric  mtidilionof 
the  atmoipbcrr,  ibo  amcmni  «f  silipaM!  tissni!,  &c.  In  drjr  climate*  and  h«- 
•on«  th«  body  j^tncrallv  H^-^ifs-alnn  qnieklj*.  In  Seville,  wo  aro  told  by  Hr. 
C,  Ilprtfry.  ihc  hoaX  crr«|p»  pulttfaitioii  tasily.  bul  it  soon  dnwa  up  Uie 
noxjou*  ellluim  of  it,  anil  iIk^  bodiM  cf  dead  dog«  arid  cote,  tthieh  aro  thrown 
plenlifullj  into  lli«  strmU.  nio  nol  DiFeniiro  Iht  da;  b11«(  th«ir  bung  «x- 
po»cd.— Ze(((r«/rttin  Fka-tugot,  Sptun,  |v^  1765. 
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importance  of  tact  and  cautioa  in  determining  vlietlier  n 
voiiihI  has  been  inflicted  before  or  after  dcnth ;  alt  collateral 
evidence  being,  at  the  same  time,  rully  wcigltcd, — A  siagle 
set  of  Cdses  may  be  cited  in  iUugtration. 

1.  A  tbief  V3»Y  be  beheaded  trhile  in  the  act  of  commit- 
tiDg  a  robbery. 

2.  He  may  bo  captured,  and  tlicu  beheaded  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  bouse  or  villnge. 

3.  lie  mav  die  from  vounds  recciTcd  in  the  act  of  com- 

■ 

mittiiig  a  robht-ry ;  and  his  accomplice*,  unable  to  remore 
tiis  body,  may  cut  off  the  bend  to  disguise  it. — 

4.  Or,  tiis  accomplices  ciny  decnpitate  bim  while  living. 

5.  An  innocent  person  may  be  murdered  by  poison, 
strangling,  &e.,  and  tlic  assiissius  may  cut  olT  the  head  with  a 
view  to  conccninicnt,  or  with  a  desire  to  wreak  their  ven- 
geance upon  the  insensible  body* 


*  1.  A  cnM  «tM  reported,  not  jotf  long  <inee,  in  which  ft  peraan  «*iifli| 
a  buTglir  making  his  way  through  a  bvlu  wliicli  lio  had  barraii«d  ia  &  mod 
wbH.  ^Uin^  b  snoTil,  be  acnrly  itruvk  gff  ibo  utiftirluntilf  wriilc]i**  hMwl^ 
whiln  h'  In}'  ilnipi-liiig  hi  tbi*  oarrow  apcirliirc,*  In  IMS.  a  Bobnr  mail.  b«inq| 
•wak»ni'il  lij-  [vrrirtTUB  «lio  were  roblilni;  his  hfusc,  took  bin  tworil  EUid  weal 
quIeiJ^r  ouuiil^,  an  J,  uii  iliu  burglar  coming  oul.  cut  olfbii  bead  with  a  ftlugle 
blow.  Being  than  Klt4cki!d  tiy  iim  comraJe  ot  ilio  aui  kiUcd,  he  kid  hloi 
dead  attaf 

2.  It  nill  be  shown,  in  anothrr  Chapter,  that  Iho  practice  of  deniitating: 
p^rnuiu  (npturod  in  the  act  ofborgluy  ia  of  frequeat  ooMurreuo*  in  MUa 
IVcsidi'iiej. 

3.  4.  Theltoportof  the  Polkv  Commiltcc,  [1636,  p.  12S.)  ccoMiut  » 
remarkable  csm  illuatraliTa  of  thU  point.  A  native  of  KidcpHix-  «at  cnllnl 
twty  in  Ihe  night  !>/  certain  persona,  and  ncter  returned.  Oji  thv  fulUtninc 
tiny,  bii  niTi'  JDijuired  cf  oul-  ft  lhasi>  who  hail  cdIIixI  hrr  husband  (that  had 
biTuiDi;  of  him.  He  replied  ihac  he  bad  uul  cuHcil  bvr  butband.  Search  nw 
th«n  madp,  tind  the  body  wat  found  in  a  river  uuaa  diitaritf  off.  There  w«ro 
two  sfK-ftr  irouoda  in  the  eheki.  Tho  body  bad  been  dccopLutnd,  bal  the 
head  wu  diwovercil  at  a  diitonro.     7'h(>  EUtpiricii  wa<t  thai  Ibe  det-oasod,  r 

■  XUunul  jUmlut  RtpArti,  tOt  F>t>.  IStZ.  p.  ]£*. 
1  Pull(«  Rtport,  L.  F^  ftir  IMS,  |i.  14. 
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Under  these  vftrioua  circumstances,  tlie  followiag  parti- 
culars  should  1>e  noticed. 

bad  chkracJcr.  had  b«cn  ronccrned  in  m.  bur^xry,  mkI,  getting  vruundnl,  tru 
kHJiid  by  Ilia  t«camplLc«a  to  provonl  dclAction  through  biiu  ;  and  thin  naa 
currolwrated  by  louie  arliole*  of  BUftpH-'ioun  iitopi'riy  Iwiug  fimiiii  noitr  tfao 
bouM  of  dcce«*t<d,lift«inglw»n  nmuvnl  ftota  th«  bouso  Iiy  <lirc4'tiun  qF  bi* 
widow.  A  lan^  uiA  tery  tin^lnj  inqiiir)-  by  the  police  coiiied;  but  it 
■ppcKTS  Uiibt  no  furlbcr  liglit  wa«  over  thrown  upon  the  nuuincr  in  wliivb  t\m 
niui  had  nii't  hh  ilcttlli.  Tbcra  is  ii  verj  vurrifQC.  and  prubablj'  autliontic 
Btonr  of  a  trikvullcr  lu  ludia  «h^  tMiDC  •wakcacd  in  lliv  uicbl  by  t>  rubber 
Bloving  about  bii  ("nt.  ncixod  the  iiitnidur  hy  liis  fi^t.  uk  hn  wrns  irawling 
out.  Thv  trnivDur  puUtMl  aguLnsl  llio  ilii<.-ra  acuotuylit'cn,  uutili  tlvo  opposiuoa 
siring  way,— bH  dra|{i;iMt  in  a  decii.pilat«d  budy. 

C.  The  rcporu  contiLin  acvoral  catc*  uf  ibi*  detcription.  In  1833,  Dn« 
BoltoE'.  having  pcrsiiHiind  ftnalher  nuui's  nbtXMS  la  oluim  with  lilm.  rut  i>fr 
bcr  head  buJ  the  hstt  Ivwor  Unib  iu  »  jnnicle,  hi*!  iheu  uid  ttolo  h«r  orna- 
tni^nM.* 

Iu  19.^*,  a  wiiliiw  or  BkKllIy  kft  faor  houM.  aail  Derer  rcturauJ.  It 
Dppnnn  that  thv  wu  itnngltd  by  i«t^a,lpeTBonsiaihe  junglv,  ibut  tmr  body 
wu  conooulcd  for  thr«*)  day*,  and  wk*  thon  ilucupiuiiMl,  tu  prerciit  dotcction, 
■ad  tbruim  uil<>  a  blind  wvll,  wbicli  wa«  tilled  in  witb  eartb.f 

Two  nirn  vara  iih-ii,  at  Buuilty.  ia  18^3.  fur  tbu  l^^^d^r  of  u  tcrviiat.  Tho 
dcc^ipiluted  budy  nua  fuund  in  tb«  nudde«,  tbo  band*  nud  fevt  were  bouod 
wilb  rujWK.  Tbv  bub-Auist*iii  Sure^in  »iat«<l  ibal  the  body  wm  niut'h 
dcGompoMd,  but  that  tbtrc  appeared  niartii  n  hicb  iuducud  tho  concluaiuii  ibat 
the  bend  wa&  toparaicd  from  tlie  body  by  catiiug  with  a  tarn.  Tbu  pmnnoP* 
•aid  tbnt  ducaocd  bud  hancrd  him^rlf ;  &nd  tbuc.  fonriiiK  ininiry.  they  liwd 
fint  buried  Ihe  corpM' nnd  bnd  ofiiirvHrdii  bpbtuidi'd  it  niul  aunk  ii  in  thn 
noddec  withtinir  gbuTTM.  Miuuiut  Adawlut  Ikiiuna,  K- W- F-.  SSrdJuly 
]8Si,p.  jar. 

Tha  corpM  «f  a  female  wm  fiiand  in  &  lUligc  netr  Dnrdw^o,  nitli  ilic 
bsad,  fvvt,  and  handa  cnl  off.  A  |i«nK»i  cniaHi  forwani  wid  depiMvd  on  oath 
that  tbe  body  iraa  that  of  hit  liiivr.  who  had  bvcu  inurder«d  by  cvtiain  par- 
»Jio»,  and  hhuimI  hia  witnestot.  Od  ibv  arritul  uf  ibw  (uubu»«r,  be  ilalvd,  uu 
oalh,  that  bi«  prariotia  aiidnKM  waa  faiw,  and  thai  hia  luur  dt««l  a  untui-ul 
doath.     No  further  bcb  could  bo  vllcilcd.f 

A  yuuij^  Dinn  nf  properly  end  good  futnily.  but  of  diaBl|MiMl  babita,  of 
Clhaiccporc,  want  willi  hi«  brothwin<Uw  and  AOoUtor  t«  ^a  former'*  huvat. 


•  liimuiil  Adavlui  Brpgrn,  N.  W.  P„  S»u>  Nnrr.  ot  Ital  iwc,  y.  IMO. 
t  HU,imHo,t.\m,  p. TIL 

t  huo*  Mtftn,  U  S..  i^M,  p.  tr. 
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1 ,  The  body  of  a  person  decapitated  in  the  very  act  of 
committing  a  rolibery,  or  in  fair  Gglit,  will,  in  all  prohalii- 
lity,  present  merely  cltan  cuts,  (iudeed  the  body  msy  l^e 
found  hncVed  all  over,  if  the  first  wound  was  not  mortal,) 
and  perhaps  some  contusiona.  The  bead  and  body  vUl  be 
exaanguinc  aad  Uic  pujiila  dilatcdj  nod,  for  some  bou»r  the 
ZDuaci^s  of  the  neck  njll  be  retracted. 

3.  On  the  body  of  a  captarcd  thief,  beheaded  or  cut  on  the 
Bcck  in  cold  blood,  there  will,  probnblv,  be  (judging  by  llie 
reports  of  three  recorded  cases  in  wliidi  the  punishment  was 
committed  with  koodaieen,  ndzes,)*  the  traces  of  repeated, 
hacking  blows  or  cuts.  A  ehtiqi  sword,  inflicting  a  dean 
wound,  is  not  likely  to  boused,  while  the  atruggUog  rictim  is 
held  down  upon  the  ground.  There  ifi  a  case>  however,  on  re< 
cord  iu  which  it  ia  stated  that,  while  three  persons  held  the 

vrhpre.  whila  be  wM  eitliitr  naliM^p  or  dnink,  he  was  EUbbcd  lo  dni^.  Th*^ 
kept  the  body  two  days  i  when,  baviui;  dccapiutrd  it,  they  hwl  it  carried  Ib 
a  buket  la  s  voll,  into  which  Ibi^j^  throw  it,  and  buried  tbo  hmd  in  aa 
■dJAccnllltld.* 

Onv  nhurm  Sltii^h,  of  Btri<i11y.  was  l>«ata?n  t<^  dputh  in  liiaMnl  kooM  by, 
CPT  cerlBialy  with  thi-  kiiuwlrilgc  uf  Lultjruttt,  hi)  uwo  uephcw,  wbo  was 
■uppiMed  to  ba  criminially  intii»at«  with  bit  (Dhuna't)  wifa,  uid,  Bailiin 
fiingh.  villi  iihi>i«  eoualn'*  dnughur  Ihu  uururluQiilii  intn  hul.  hunt«lf.  In. 
trigoed,  lliG  iiiar<l«r«n  conrcycd  the  tody  away  ooi  n  c«rl,  sod  iHrcv  IC 
doHQ  tit  iibout  K  niit«  dititauctv  wlii^ru  l!ailiiiu  neurty  severed  tho  haul  irons 
the  body  yr\Ot  ■  Hvrvril.  VHi^il  fuuiiU,  ths  corpte  wu  lied  faind  util 
Ibot.  It  wu*  connidcrcd  tbgl  thu  nouod  wu  inflicted  to  mnlie  it  aiviMAr  tb*t 
be  hftd  liewi  nlt&rkeO  and  iillei  by  robbers — it  niificar!!  »ery  jwobsblv.  bon- 
ti*r,  (cupcdally  wlxcn  tlie  oaio  i*  oampaircl  with  oihvri,  wlucb  will  b«  cHed 
hcnnftrr.)  that  Dip  woundiDi;  afl«r  dLnih  wu  laUur  iciUfudcd  as  an  aa* 
prvsaion  uf  vcngcnncc  for  an  unpardonable  injury. 

For  recent  lnsiuM>H  Id  ohUh  thn  bodLea  uf  murdvnd  porxuma  wera  ZKa- 
■unftcmy, — S««  Nuuiotit  Adanlut  R«purts,  vdL  iii.  gian  I  of  l&M,  p[k  ft4 
and  am,  and  part  a  of  rol.  iv.  aatli  SqiUmbiir  1B5I.  p.  497. 

*  NiuLinut  Adawlut  ItrporlK  Uih  Jnno  IBSS,  p,  TOO.  and  17th  JraM. 
p  8IU,  andoDO  in  wliich  ■  knifi- wut  uai>d,  IfiiJ,  lit  Jan.  16S9,  p.  I. — Xiunut 
Adttwlut  Iti'pnrts.  V.  W.  P..  JunuBry  3ril  ISfil,  p.  4. 
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deceased  elown,  a  fourth ,  "  with  a  lar^  knife  used  in  sacrifices, 
cot  off  his  head  witli  one  hlow,  and  with  a  second  divided  the 
body  at  the  waiat."  It  will  be  shown,  hereafter,  that  the 
infttctioa  of  such  mutilations  as  these,  by  single  strokes  of  a 
heavy  weapon,  ie  potiiblc.  Still,  in  the  abseneo  of  tnedicid 
evidence,  it  may  be  (lucstioncd  whetber,  iti  the  above  cose, 
the  murdeier  only  atruck  twice* 

8.  4.  Where  a  man  has  been  mortally  wounded  iu  the 
Ut  of  robbery,  and  his  body  has  been  carried  away  by  his  ac- 
complices who,  not  having  liad  time  to  burj'  it,  hnve  beheaded 
it  to  prevent  rccoguitioii,thtt  presence  of  othorinortal  wounds, 
taken  with  Uic  general  evidence,  will  go  very  far  to  explain 
the  nature  of  the  occurreuce — as  ia  tbc  case  given  at  pp.  51. 
S2  of  this  Mannal.  If,  as  would  be  probable,  death  was  cjtused 
by  external  hiemorrliage,  the  head  would  be  exaanguiDc,  but 
the  muscles  of  the  neck  would  not  be  contracted,  if  the  head 
were  not  removed  very  aoon  after  death.  In  the  fear  and 
hurry  of  a  pursuit,  however,  the  fugitives  might  only  pause 
for  a  minute  or  two,  while  their  wounded  companioQ  fell  aad 
breathed  his  last,  before  they  removed  the  head.  The  only 
manner  in  which  the  Surgeon  coulJ  distinguish  between 
this  last  case  and  one  in  which  the  head  of  a  fainting  per- 
eon  had  been  cut  off,  or  in  which  a  persou  merely  disabled 
and  unable  to  keep  up  with  his  companions  in  flight  bad 
been  decapitated,  would  be  by  formiug  au  accurate  catimate 
of  the  severity  of  the  original  wounds, — all  collateral  evi- 
dence also  beiug  called  in  aid. 

5.  Where  tlic  head  U  cut  off  several  hours  after  death, 
it  will  probably  Qot  be  altogether  exsanguine,  the  muscles 
of  the  neck,  will  not  be  contrnctedj  the  pupils  will,  generally, 
be  in  tbc  condition  usual  after  death, — ucithcr  dilated  nor 
coutractcd  ;  it  may  present  traces  of  contusions,  &c.    Afler 

*  police  Report,  L.  P.,  Tor  lUi,  p.  71. 
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decomposition    lias    fully  set  in,  tlie   appearances    will, 
coursL'j  be  obscured;  but,  other  coneiilious  being  equal,    the 
head    of  a   person   cut    off  during   life  will  knell  less,    aj»\ 
decomposition    ndvaQceB,  and  dry  much  sooner  than  one 
rciuortri]  after  death. 

SELF-tNFL[CTED  INJURIES. 

In  accusatioDH  of  crimes  against  the  person,  false  evideuce 
snd  simulation  are  so  frequent  throngliout  In'iStn  that,  in  the 
case  of  nearly  every  wounded  person  brought  before  him  for 
«n  opinion,  tlic  Surgeon's  first  inquiries  should  he, — ffas  Ihit 
irijurtf  self-injticled  T  aod,— n'W  il  inflicled  in  Ike  manner 
allei/ed? 

Cousidcrablo  aid  would  be  giveu  to  the  investigation  of 
police  cases,  invulving  charges  of  wounding,  ifiliefurui  of  the 
lithogmphcd  letter  wliich  ia  lurwiirdcd  by  SI agistratcs  to  Ci?il 
Surgeons,  in  cases  of  nsHault,  &c.,  nerc  modified  rs  follows: 

Sir, — /  rri/tiest   you  w'tU  bt  i/ood   eiioufih  to  examine  the 

wounds  of sent  herewith,  and  favor  me  tcUh  afnU 

report  of  the  nalarc  and  extent  of  the  injuries, — which  arestated 
in  the  [ihana  or  fuujdaree]  depusilions  to  have  been  inflicted 
in  i  fie  following  manner. 

At  present,  the  Medical  OHicer's  reply  to  the  Magistrato'a 
lequisilion  generally  convcyB  merely  \m  own  opiuion  of  the 
nature  of  the  ease,  probably  without  reference  to  the  credibi- 
lity of  tbc  wounded  pcrsou's  statement,  and  nlmost  iuTariahly 
without  any  knowledge  whatever  of  the  couuter-slatcmeut 
of  the  accused.  A  precaution  of  this  liind  would  certainly 
lend  to  the  immediiite  detection  of  many  serious  attempts  at 
fraud,  whiL-h,  under  the  present  aY»tcui,  cither  succeed  or  arc 
only  quashed  at  the  cud  of  a  tedious  and  expensive  inquiry. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  natives  of  India,  in  common  with 
moat  other  persous,  are  unwilling  to  inflict  severe  iujuriet 
upon  themselves  fur purpusus of  ful&e  accusation; — there  are 
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more  Ncros  thnn  Scasvolaa  or  FeUons*.  Still,  among  tliese 
people,  a  gocMl  (Icul  of  CAUtion  nntl  rcUcctioa  is  rc<iutred  on  the 
part  of  tho  Mcdica)  Ofltccr  in  m«D;  cusc-s. 

Tlio  instancca  wliicli  have  occurred  to  myself  did  not 
require  much  ditcnniiuation. 

A  few  years  since,  a  mau  was  broiiglit  to  me  whh  scrernl 
receut  wounds  on  the  head  which  he  said  were  inflicted  by  a 
person  irhn  itttnctceil  him  iritl)  a  d/iao  (heavy  hilUhoak) .  Some 
of  them  were  about  two  inches  long,  but  they  did  not  pene- 
trate much  below  the  true  skin,  and  the  edges  of  each  inci- 
sion were  so  perfectly  smooth  that  it  was  certain  that  they 
couhl  not  poaaibly  hare  been  inflicted  with  the  coarac-cdged 
weapoD  alleged,  or,  iudeed,  with  any  other  instrument  likely 
to  be  piocuralile  by  a  natire — except  a  razor. 

*  Juha  Fclton  l»  Mid  tu  1ist«  •Dcloei'd  ■  jotnt  of  bis  littU  iagtr,  wHth 
lialiBd  hftckud  D%  a«  »  pruoTibal  ho  vbr  iu  nrnp*!,  in  a  carti-l  M-nt  lo  a 
brollivi'  uJGucr  wlio  hud  oSVud*)!  htm.  It  i»  well  ihnl  llitt  Surgo-.'ii  tbuuld  bo 
kKBFo  of  the  itgum  of  roMlattcm  which  a  pcraon,  Doi  IiiMno  ur  prompted  by 
faiciilald«WrBiinftti«n,BMj4iipUjr  initiSietiBfcpunuponhiBiavIf  furadcfiniM 
pnrpoM.  ItuvolllmowBiaAmy  gQrp>Ms  Uwi  men  siaii«niid  for  long  umt 
in  ihc  Wot  ladios,  tVcquenllj-  plai.'L-d  itivir  iLuiubs,  aail  cTtn  ilivir  liuiidf 
nror  iho  niD»l«*  of  lh»ir  pi«<CM  aiul  blun'  Itivui  tv-ny,  utth  ttii'  hcjiir  of  lining 
Inialitlied  snd  cent  htiroe.  I  knoif  an  inttniic<:  of  a  mvilirkl  man  wlm  hiij  gufli- 
citBC  fi«m  lo  fjLirael  on*  of  hi i  own  finnlj-u-l  griDdcri  with  a  tAnth-koy. 
Crsomer'a  conatancy.  la  MrawUIng  forlli  bis  hanil  lotv  the  Ikmcs,  need  uut 
bikv*  b«sii  cit»d,  bad  it  act  racdnlly  boon  4uL^lU!led  as  a  phyucal  ioipouibility. 
The  act  apposn,  however,  to  hnre  bevn  pouiblo  EnoiiKh.  wcing  that  the 
III*  had  already  ittVtn  lhi>  rietim's  fvCli — beyond  tUt«,  lli(>  nmfiiint  of  pain 
•uduin)  could  ■carcrly  be  iucmviwL  Mni*!)  inoTa  molutlun  nna  nhuwu  by 
Iho  womaa  who  kIIowmI  Boiuiaf  ti>  kvld  h«r  hand  otct  a  i^otidlo  until  tlia 
linows  cnickod.  When  Mandrtn.  tho  oottd  t^noch  robber,  wis  broken  on 
llw  whMl,  ho  MTVamod  violeiuly,  as  ibo  Rnl  bloit  fell  «»  hi*  ci>Uar  bvaa  :—• 
St  the  Mwmd  iurol(9,  he  laugh<.>d.  Ilio  esocuilunor  puuerid,  and  iii(]u<r«d  why 
li4  did  lhi»  ?  Bo  rvpliod — "  to  ibiuk  ihiic  1  shuuld  fuur  die  Mcund  bl«ir, 
when  the  firat  had  deprif  «d  v»  of  all  fooling." 

In  vuiting  ■  eotiairy  with  the  cuatotns  of  whoM  tabatiilAiiia  he  Is 
sot  well  kC(iitaiBt«d.  tiw  Sorgoon,  whan  callml  open  to  decide  wli«ibor 
ctTtuin  inJuiirtiipoD  Ihe  perMn  of  a  native  liare  or  har^  not  been  wtf- 
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At  about  the  snme  time,  I  waa  called  hy  the  police  to  the 
house  of  a  untivc  wom&n  who,  they  stitteclj  vas  dj'iog.  I 
found  »  verj'  trivial  ragged  woimd  on  the  throat,  apparently 
inflicted  with  a  pnir  of  seissorM.  Il  aftcrwardN  appeared  th&t 
the  iroman,  a  prostitute,  Lad  been  disappointed  by  the  tata- 
liage  of  a  person  witli  whom  she  had  lived,  and  bad  wouuddd 
bcrsclf  with  an  ititcution  of  hiiugiog  him  into  trouble. 

In  1H53,  one  Luchmuu  Doss,  aliaji  Khunjuna,  vns  tried 
at  Bareilly  for  a  murder  comiDitted  eight  years  prerioiuly. 
Several  wilucsses  deposed  that  they  were  well  able  to  recog- 
nize the  prisoner  ns  the  murderer ;  one  of  them  stated  fur- 
ther, in  ideatiticatioa  of  the  pri.'ioner,  that,  some  time  before 
the  murder,  the  prisoner  had  a  quarrel  with  a  person  named. 
End  that,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  a  false  charge,  he  cat 
himself  with  a  bussoolah  (adte)  in  the  middle  of  the  calf  of 
the  leg,  the  raark  of  which  injury  gtill  remained  on  his  person. 
the  Civil  Surgeon  examined  the  prisoner  at  the  Judge's 
Teqaest,  and  certified  tliat  he  still  bore  marks  of  aucli  an 
injury.  The  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty,  and  the  Sessions 
Judge  recommeDded  a  capital  aeutcuce.  The  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court,  however,  proved  demonstratively  that  the 


iBHictail,  will  guB  liut  liltl«  ud  from  hia  t*x(  booka  on  Ifedlcal  Jtiri»> 
pnilencfi.  Nearly  ettty  nalian  Bm  in  own  pMmllw  atoitm  of  Mir-«lM- 
trnction  miA  •cir-tATliirv. — The  SiAi>i«ai>,  «"  t-r«  told,  ^('iwrAllj  CABUntta 
snii'idt?  by  rijipiig  up  bin  bullj'  with  u  lung  kiiiri-;  the  diil  ud  (jniat 
ramiuiOKd  Malay,  viLmi  iimulicd,  ol  once  f>«clk»  ihi:  dtatli  uf  ft  mod  Aog 
In  nmnjng  Amuk.  Strint,i.-n.[  laws  liaic  Iwm  rvijoiiwil  to  pmrvnt  ih*  timid 
Brabmina  of  llindgRUn  from  barning  thtrinsehcis  in  tbcir  CDcmics'  lerrito- 
ri»t,  and  troai  throwing  th«mi«Ir(^t  ioio  <r«IU  wlion  nfTcniloi)  or  int«ri>Hwd 
with.  According  t^  Ward,  ihc  Illoiltis  rclau!  that  Lbt-ri!  L-xinteit,  fonncrly.  U 
XaUiMTA,  a  Tilings  ii4^arNoJ«^y«.  nn  inilntmi'iit  calW  Kitnitut,  which  mu 
Ittrd  li/  dtrottt*  10  cm!  iiff  liitir  oirn  htniit.  It  nni  nilila  iti  tlia  abapu  of  % 
fcalf-moon,  with  a  aharp  ^][<^,  and  wu  placed  al  the  back  «rtbo  iit«k,  bar- 
ing irhaina  fiwtiiti«4l  at  thn  tim  nxtivfnltioR.  Thn  Inralunud  dvvotw>.  plactng 
hit  re*t  on  llie  ttimipa,  gavf  a  vitjicnt  iviV,  and  (cyrcvil  )aa  lieail  frvm  liis 


body! 
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pCtMBer  (lifTcred  entirclr  from  the  real  murderer  ia  age  and 
in  appcarauoe.  He  further  uoticed  thiit,  ou  referring  to  tho 
Civil  Surgeon's  evidence,  he  fonud  that  the  prUoucr'a  scar 
was  ou  tlie  ca^  of  the  If/t  leg;  but  that,  ou  looking  at  the 
descriptive  roll  [of  the  murderer]  of  1815,  hia  scar  wa»  on 
the  t/iiit  of  tho  riffhf  log.  Tho  prUoucr's  immediate  relcnae 
was  ordered.* 

Certain  prisoners,  of  Barciilv,  who  had  cruelly  butcher- 
ed three  unarmed  raca,  stated  that  they  had  beea  struck 
and  wounded  by  their  fictims.  The  Judge  examined 
tbc  marks; — "they  were  not  of  sword  cuts,  but  small 
scratcbes,  evidently  self-inQietcd,  or  with  their  couniviuico, 
to  which  BomQ  subataucc  had  been  applied  to  prevent  their 
licaUag.'''t 

la  1834  six  men  wero  tried  at  Mirzaporo,  for  having  mur- 
dered four  persons  by  sword  and  spear  wounds.  One  of  the 
prisoners  had  a  wonnd  ou  hti  shoulder,  which  the  Civil  Sur- 
geon coDsidcred  was  the  result  of  a  blow  partly  warded  off. 
This,  however,  tho  Judge  hold,  must  be  pure  conjoclurc,  aud 
tbe  fact  that  the  cut  was  but  a  quarter  of  au  inch  in  depth  was, 
in  hia  opinion,  eoactusivc  that  it  had  not  been  inflicted  with 
force;  its  position  just  below  the  left  shoulder,  he  thought, 
made  it  uiihkely  that  be  iuflictcd  it  kioiself ;  but  tho  Judge 
was  iuoUiietl  to  believe  that  he  got  it  done  by  one  of  the 
other  prisoners,  with  a  view  of  giving  the  affair  the  colour 
of  an  affray — All  the  prisoners  were  scatcnccd  to  H  years' 

trausportutiou.t 

In  1853,  three  native  women  aud  two  childrcu  were  found 
lying  dead  in  a  heap,  with  their  throats  cut,  in  their  bungalow 
nt  the  station  of  Baitool.  The  husband  of  one  of  the  females 
gare  the  alarm,  stating  that  the  crime  bad  been  committed 

*  Hizauiul  AiUwlot  It<r|")rla,  37.  W.  P.,  IVth  OctoWr  isai,  p,  llOil. 
f  Hid.  July  tUid,  1^S3,  p.  809. 
J  Ibid,  3rir»l)JUBry  IBM.  p.  131. 
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bj*  dnkoits,  nlio  hnd  niso  wounded  nod  bound  liitu.  It,  bov- 
ever,  800D  became  evident  thtit  th'w  man  was  the  murderer. 
The  Medical  Officer  fouiul  tliat  Lis  wounds  were  terr  slight.' 
The  chief  was  on  tlie  thigh,  three  inches  long,  in  no  porf 
penotrAting  completely  through  the  true  skin.  The  OQId- 
ntiog  Coromissiouor,  nlio  reported  the  eiise,  stnted  thnt  it 
n-oA  evident,  from  Dr.  CUisholm's  deposition,  that  all  the 
blood  upon  the  mnn's  hody  and  cinthea  and  on  the  g^arcl 
walk  couUl  not  ]iarc  floiv^cd  from  tbo&e  very  trifling  wounds. 
His  account  of  the  way  in  wliicli  hL-  received  his  wounds  wa« 
nUo  not  to  be  credited ;  for,  had  lie  been  cut  at  with  sworda, 
under  uo  eireumstances  could  the  wounds  have  becQ  so 
slight,  if  the  weapons  with  which  they  were  inflicted  bad 
not  previously  come  in  contact  with  something  other  tbaa  ^H 
hi*  body,  by  vhich  the  force  of  the  blow  could  be  Icsseucd  ;  ^^ 
but  this  it  was  considered  to  be  proved  was  not  tlie  case,  the 
spot  where  he  stated  that  ho  received  his  wounds  bearing 
no  traces  of  Any  blows  of  a  sword  or  cutting  instrunicut 
having  boeu  intercepted  by  any  surrounding  object.  But, 
whether  the  blows  were  intercepted  or  not,  it  appeared 
impossible  that  the  wound  and  scratch  on  the  left  thigh 
could  have  been  inflicted  in  the  manner  described.  Their 
direction  was  such  that  a  pursuing  enemy  could  not  hare 
giveu  them  with  a  snord  or  other  weapon;  and,  from  the 
roundncsH  of  a  man's  thigh,  a  wound  of  the  length  of  cither 
the  cut  or  scratch  must  have  been  considerably  deeper  in  the 
middle  than  at  cither  eud,  but  this  was  not  the  case.  Their 
being  exactly  parallel  was  also  strongly  against  the  miia'c 
story ;  and,  from  th«ir  direction,  parallelism  and  uniform 
want  of  depth,  they  wore  just  the  sort  of  wounds  that  a  faiut- 
facarted  man  would  Inflict  on  himsolf — first  timidly  drtwiog' 
the  sword  over  his  thigh,  and  inflicUag  a  mere  scratch,  and 
then,  knowing  that  the  safety  of  his  neck  depended  on  his 
having  some  wound  to  show,  half  plucking  »p  his  couraec 
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aud  giving  himself  a  vouod,  it  is  true,  bat  a  ver^'  sUglit 
one* 

The  most  difficult  cases  arc  tTiote  in  trliicli  the  injnncs 
slioifu  iu  support  of  afiilsu  charge  liave  beeu  iullictcil,  not  by 
the  prosecutor  liimself,  but  by  his  accomplices  or  instigators. 

I  have  been  farorcd  by  Dr.  Keauotb  Mackinnon  irith 
notes  of  two  rer/  important  casca  hearing  upon  thia 
point. — A  case  occurred  nt  Dinaporc,  in  1844,  in  trhich  the 
aenrants  of  A  Medic&l  Officer  ircre  said  to  have  been  nt- 
tackcd  and  wounded  by  certain  parties  at  night.  The 
wounds  were  so  slight  and  numerous,  and  other  circiim- 
stances  ^ere  sosuspicioun,  thnt  Dr.  Mackinnon  believed  them 
to  bcsclf-inBictcd.  The  .Magistrate concurred  in  this  opiniou, 
and  sentenced  the  servnuls  for  fitUc  complaint.  The  !Ma»is- 
tratc'a  decision,  however,  was  subsequently  reversed  by 
higher  authority,  and  the  original  ilcfcndants  were  punished. 
Dr.  Mackinuou  heard,  years  afterwards,  that  a  native  doctor 
confessed,  nt  Umballah,  that  he  had  himsolf  iuflictod  the 
wounda. 

Iu  1839,  a  young  lad  was  sent  to  Dr.  Mnckiuuon  by  the 
Magistrate  of  TirliooL  The  index  linger  of  the  rigiit  hand 
vTos  severed  at  the  joint  between  the  tirst  pliaUiux  and  tUe 
metacarpal  bone,  and  tliG  thumb  aho  at  the  same  articula- 
tion. Dr.  Mackinnon  tbcn  gave  his  opinion  merely  to  the 
etfect  that  a  sharp  cutting  instrument  must  hare  been  used 
to  effect  the  amputation.  The  case  before  the  magistrate 
was,  that  one  zumccndur  accused  anutlicr  of  having  met  his 
slave  boy  in  a  wood,  attacked  hioi,  and,  with  one  hhxo  n^ a 
Bwoi-if,  iuflictcd  tlic  injury  above  described.  It  was  only  in 
liis  cxnminatioQ  before  tlie  Sessions  Judge  that  Dr.  ^lackin- 
uon  was  informed  how  the  injury  was  stated  to  have  been 
inflicted.    He  gave  it  as  his  opiuion  that  the  blow  of  a 

•  Nicuniic  Ailiinlul  R«iporl«.  N.  W.  F.,  3^ll)  Feb.,  IHoS.  p.  393.— A.  diuot 
inqNirtoul  mM  weighed  toA  iikynl^guUi  vith  great  cure  oad  Ability.. 
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Bword  could  not  Itaro  neatly  dlsnrticiilntcd  tlie  thnmb  &nd 
fore-finger  without  injuring  the  rest  of  the  hn.ud — (the 
reader  nill  perceive  this  ou  lookiug  at  bis  oirn  hand.) 
This  vifiw  of  the  matter  led  to  a  keen  cross  qucalioniag-,  when 
Ihe  slave  boy  made  a  full  coofessiou  thiit  liis  muster  had  cut 
olT  hi"  fingers  with  n  knife.  Tho  Magistrate's  decision/ 
which  had  scutcnccd  the  pnrty  first  accused  to  Hiic  nod 
iroprisonmeat,  was  quashed,  nnd  tho  orlgiotl  plaiatiff  wu 
]>uuishcd  for  subornation  of  jjcrjury. 

ISJUltlES  INFLICTED  JJV  WILD  ANIMALS. 

In  out'Stations,  it  from  time  to  lirao  becomes  necessary  to 
distinguish  injuries  inflicted  by  Eleplinnta,  Tigers,  and  Alli- 
gators. 

The  Elephant  generally  seizes  his  victim,  raises  him  in  the 
air,  dnalics  him  violently  upon  the  ground,  and  tramples  upon 
him.  The  results,  for  the  most  pnrt,  are  tliat  the  chest  it 
driven  in,  some  of  the  liirgcr  viscera  are  commonly  ruptured, 
and  more  than  one  limlj  usunUy  receives  a  compouud  fracture. 
In  other  cases,  we  ore  told,  the  animul  jerks  his  Tictim  to 
and  fro  between  hia  fore  nnd  hind  legs.  The  elepliant  has 
been  frequently  made  tho  cxecutlouer  of  criminals  by  tho 
native  princes  of  lUi«  country.*  A  reraarkablo  crime  was 
committed  in  Tirhoot  in  ]8i0.  A  mahout,  in  the  service  of 
a  rich  zuraecndnr,  began  to  cut,  as  fodder  fur  his  elephant, 

*  Tbs  fullowing  kccouol  of  lb»  eMM.-utiiia  of  &  urioiinal  at  B^ro^a  U  gives 
in  tbe  Bumliuy  juDmals  for  1814.  "The  man  wag  h  ilni-p,  uid  two  dkf « 
berore  luwl  murOrnnl  \ii*  maiitcr.  broiW  to  &  native  L'hU-fiatn,  named  Aoteer 
Sabib.  Abuut  eU>vi>n  <>'i?lcif k.  Ihc  f-l^jihniu  wai  briiitgbt  out,  vith  osly  Ih* 
driver  on  bis  back.  «iirrYiun<lG<l  with  naiivvs  wiUi  luambooa  In  tbclr  hands. 
Tb«  crimiofti  wa«  pkccd  (Jireo  janU  bobind  on  iho  grnnnJ,  bi*  leg!  lied  wilL 
Lbr»e  ro|)M,  whlcb  vti-ro  TiuitiFQCil  tu  u  ring  un  l\v<  ri|;ht  hind  tugofllio 
ftnimBl.  At  FTcrf  itcp  llio  elephant  louL,  it  Jurkud  kim  furwan!,  and  elj^lit 
or  tDU  ttirp*  mutt  bsf*  diHlaeatod  every  limli.  fi^r  thoy  woro  Iwim  nnd  brob«a 
vihcn  Ibo  Dkpbsnt  hsd  pnxrtedcd  five  honJrod  janb.  The  tattn,  Onsa^ 
coT«red  frilb  miul,  abow»d  ov«fy  ai^  of  life,  and  wenied  to  b*  in  atost 
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tbc  brauclics  of  &  butt  tree,  the  properly  of  a  man  nlia 
resisted  and  abused  tlie  mahout — the  latter  drore  hia 
elcplmnt  over  the  uiifortmiate  man,  who  was  "  toru  to 
piccci"  by  (he  Ruimnl.*  Tliesa  cases  are  of  importanee,  iw, 
irhcre  a  pcrsou  is  attacked  by  a  crowd  of  Bengalees,  uiiarioed 
iritli  cutting  ircnpoiis,  the  injurios  iutlicted  are  often  very 
similar  to  those  aborc  described.  Ilowcvcr.aqucstion  of  this 
kiitd  could  ouly  occar  whcu  a  body,  thus  mutilated,  wiia 
discovered  in  a  very  remote  part  of  the  country  ranged  over 
by  wild  elephant*. 

In  the  Tii/er  wounds  which  I  have  scon,  either  a  flap  of  in- 
tegument or  muaclc  has  been  torn  down,  by  the  blow  of  the 
aiiimal'H  claws,  or  a  mouthful  of  integument,  muscle,  nnd 
bone,  altogether  as  large  as  two  fists,  has  been  completely 
bitten  away. 

In  two  cases  where  I  have  been  compelled  to  amputate 
the  limbs  of  persons  seized  by  Alli^alora,  the  victim  hiLs  been 
caught  by  the  lefc  while  bathing ;  tbc  limb  has  been  marked^ 
at  regular  intervals  on  L-iLhcr  side,  with  the  punctures  of  the 
huge  pcg<lil(c  teeth,  giving  it  much  the  appearance  of  ouc 
that  has  been  drawn  in  between  wheels  with  wtdecog«; 
towards  the  kueo,  however,  there  have  been  evidences  of  a 
struggle  between  tlie  man  and  bis  nssnilnnt, — the  integuments 
and  muscles  are  torn,  but  not  at  oU  in.  proportion  to 
the  internal  injury,  the  bone  being  literally  crushed  into 
splinters,  apparently  by  a  lateral  movement  of  tbo  enormous 
jaw. 


oxerodnKng  tormciiU.  Aftof  ln.itrj;  V«i  totlored  in  lhi»  manoM-  ■b'lul  mn 
hour,  ha  «M  Iskcn  lo  tlie  imUidv  uf  llw  Inwn.  wliim  tlic  rliiphant,  wliii'li  ii«s 
injtnwW  for  AUfli  purpvMi,  wtM  buck«J,  auii  pIiu:otl  hi*  fuut  on  ibi-  biftd  uf 
tlie  orinilnaL" 

TmupLing  to  dmb  \>y  eleplanLs  ajipciu^  lo  bttiv  Imxo  b  DimoMo  pitulib- 
xaniDl  trvm  iho  earUatl  liiscoriu  p«irioJd. 

•  PoUe*  Bspcn,  L,  P»,  1849,  p.  7, 
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WOVSSS  I5FUCTEO  BT  WEAPOSS  COUMOXI.T  IS  CSK- 

VotvithiUadin;  tbe  di&ncter  for  mildae**  of  temper 
vli'ich  they  have  gained,  from  stiperfictal  obsenen,  dee^ved 
by  their  nunnen,  and  amicqaiuntcd  trilh  their  eattonis  and 
h&bits  of  thoogbt  ftod  action,  tbc  common  people  of  ladU 
ftre  ccrtainlj  far  more  apt  to  coDcInde  their  qaarreli  bj 
KTere  voanding  thaa  ste  tlie  more  impetiion?  ileaizcns  of 
Znropean  couutries.  Tins,  probablr,  uises  from  the  dr- 
ctunstance  nhich  baa  been  more  or  len  operatEre  iu  dcter- 
miuitig  nearly  GTCrj-  homicide  since  the  first, — the  rcadines* 
with  which  an  offensive  weapon  slirnTS  comes  to  habd; 
few  BcD^lccs  are  without  a  tathee  (bamboo  aitick),  1U4U 
(bill-book),  and  perhaps  a  codalee  {adze  or  large  hoc),  a  Akjso- 
tte  (iiickle),  a  kolharec  [axe  or  bntcbct)/  nnd  a  buUnm  or  aaim 
(ipcar) ;  and  ncarlv  every  Uini]ii!ttauce  has  bis  sword,  and  bis 
iron-bound  cudgel.  The  gitrassa  or  gundrasa — a  kind  of 
bill  or  bAttle>axe,  and  the  koorpee,  or  hoc,  are  common  both  in 
tbc  N.W.  and  iu  Bciigal. 

It  is  of  considerable  importance  that  medical  men  and 
judicial  ofliccrs  should  make  themselves  acqualutcd  with  tbe 
appearance  and  modes  of  use  of  tbe  rnriuus  wcnpons,  tools, 
fcc.,  employed  by  the  natifes, — aa  qnestions  of  considerable 
iDorocnt  not  unfrcquently  arise  with  regard  to  Ibc  weapon 
vith  wliicb  wounds  have  been  inflicted.  Thus  a  dead  body  may 
present  numerous  gashes,  iu  the  neighbourhood  of  which 
arc  observed  several  deep  stabs.  An  inex  pern  need  Surgeon 
Would,  pcr}i»ps,  assert  lliut  two  weapuus  had  been  nscd,  or 
that  the  wounds  were  inilicted  with  the  edge  nud  point  of 
«  sword.  It  would,  probably,  be  found  that  a  short  sickle 
lind  been  employed,  on  a  dhao  nitb  a  curved  and   pointed 


*  Brkh(hiDt]i«d  Jul,  ana  of  Moor»hnd  Cool/  Klian'*  polin  eoardi,  WM  Eb 
ttw  baliiL  »f  batiiag  Um  IkhIio  «f  all  lliv  ihli^vvti  n-lioui  \k  ennf^\  >p!it  in  lwi> 
and  huni;  iijinn  tr«r*  bj  Uiu  biybway.  Ucocc  w«  m  told  hy  Stewurt  tie  wks 
tucLiMuvJ  lliv  KvUtarek. 
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beak,    lu  n  trin!  at  Puttehporc,  the  Civil  Surgeon  deposed, 
'hat  the  wounds  found  upou  llie  bodiea  of  two  pcrsolu  maat 
have  beeu  inflicted  villi  tlircc   kiads  of  irenpotis,   one  of 
which  must  hnTe  been  pointed  like  a  s[)c-ar.     The  prisonei 
coufeascd  freely  that,  having  heard  that  bis  nifc  and  her 
paramour  ircrc   together,    be  proceeded  to  his  hoiiso    with 
a  hatchet  for  koolharee  misnamed,  as  the  Judge  consider- 
ed,   by   the  Surgeon,  an  axe,)  wliioh  ho  had   in    hia    hand 
when  he  heard  the  news.    Uc  slew  the  adulterer  with  this 
hatchet,   and    afterwards    killed    his    vife    with    the   siimc 
veapun.     A  blood-stained   dbotee  was   found  on  the  per- 
son of  the  phauncr,  uud  be  pointed  out  the  koolharte  in 
b  gutter.    The    Sessions  Judge  considered  that  the  efforts 
junde  to  prove  the  act  one  of  culpable  homicide,  and  uot 
murder,  f»ilcd  from  the  improbabilities  of  the  story,  and 
before  the  evidence  of  the   Surgeon.     There  wna    riotent 
prubahititr,  be  hctil,  that   other  pcrtous,  well  armed,  were 
engagod  in   the    murder,    and  that  the    assnult    was    pre- 
meditated, and   not  efTnctcd  suddenly    by  one  mnn  armed 
only   with  a  small  hatchet  for  cutting  wood,     lie  recom- 
mended tlint  ciipitnl  punishment  should  be  awanlcd.     One 
of  the  Judtjes  of  the  Superior  Court  wna  not  able  to  dis- 
cover   anything  which  could   support  tlic  opiuion  of  the 
Sesaiuos  Judge,  that  the  prisoner  must  have  had  aceomplicest 
or  that  of  the  Civil  Surgeon  that  the  wounds  observed  by 
bim  on  the  bodies  of  the  deceased  could  not  possibly  liavo 
been  inflicted  with  the  same  weapon.     All  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  tended  directly  to  show  tliat  the  prisoucr  alone 
perpetrated  the  acts  charged,  and  that  the  only  u capon  he 
used  was  tbat  produced  in  Court.  The  only  conclusion,  there- 
fore, to  which  he  could  arrive  was  "that  the  Civil  Surgeon 
must  hare  been  mi^takenj  which  might  Tcry  easily   bare 
happened."     The  other  Judge  saw  no  reason  to  helicru  that 
the  prisoner  had  any  accumpliceis  lu  his  crime.     He  accepted 
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the  confessions  as  they  afcooil — Sentence,  imprisoamcnt   for 
lifi;  iu  transportation.* 

Tlic  description  of  woond  most  fretjnently  inflicted  in 
Bengal  is  [lie  coutuaod  sculp  wound,  produced  by  n  blonr  irith 
II  stout  bfttnboo.  When  not  londed  with  metal,  or  used  vitb 
a  full  iutctition  to  kill,  this  instrumcut  is  peculiarly  weU 
adapted  to  iutlict  a  broken  bead,  vitliont  the  ncconipnuiiocDt 
of  a  frnctiirad  skull.  By  far  tbe  largest  number  of  letter*, 
wliicb  pass  between  tlie  Jifagistratcs  and  the  Civil  Surgeons, 
arc  relative  to  injuries  of  this  kind.  Scarcely  a  week  elapses, 
iu  any  Urge  civil  station  in  Bengal,  in  nhich  one  or  tvo 
coses  of  tbb  kind  do  not  come  under  tlio  Surgeon's  treat- 
ment. Altbougb  the  bamboo,  uted  witli  moderate  force, 
tcldora  proves  a  ilcadly  wcnpon,  blows  from  it  not  unfre- 
cjueutly  fracture  the  arm  and  collar'boiics  of  aged  natives. 
I  hnvfl  seen  some  hundreds  of  these  siiuple  scalp  wounds, 
but  do  not  rccvllcct  to  have  met  nith  erysipelas  or  any 
other  serious  result  in  a  single  case. 

Bloua  on  tbe  liead,  iuflicted  even  nith  a  light  bamboo, 
may,  however,  cause  death.  In  1852,  a  zumccudurcc  quarrel 
occurred  nt  llniidn,  iti  (Tlileh  u  man  nas  killed  by  persons 
armed  with  bamboos,  the  btavivst  of  which  neighed  a  pouud 
and  a  half  and  was  six  feet  long — he  received  a  blow  on 
cither  temple,  fell  down  insensible,  and  died  witbont  beiug 
ftblc  to  gire  his  deposition.! 

In  1854,  a  man  of  Alyincnsingh  being  at  his  evening 
meal,  observed  that  there  was  too  much  salt  in  one  of  the 
dishes.  As  Ids  wife  was  stooping  down  to  lielp  him,  he  gave 
her  a  severe  blow,  ifith  hit  open  hand,  on  the  riglit  temple  ; 
she  fell,  became  senseless,  and  died  shortly  after.  She  was 
only  eleven  years  old,  and  had  been  some  time  before 
uuwcH  with  fever;  and,  though  she  had  recovered,  she  was 


*  NiiUDut  Aitawlul  Refona.  W.  W.  P..  April  29,  1M2,  p.  a7a 
t  Ihid,  Sod  NoTvtDtwr  leil.  p.  1291. 
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still  veiik.  No  c^tmnination  of  the  body  could  lie  mnilc. 
The  ^rcdictiL  Officer  stated  [a.%  fur  ns  eaa  be  gathered  from 
the  priutcd  report,  which  is  scarcely  intrlligiblo),  that  fever 
might  have  occasioned  Buch  a  couilitiou  of  the  braiu  na  to 
render  It  liable  to  become  easily  disorganized  by  u  slight 
concussion;— in  such  a  case,  a  severe  blow  with  the  opeu 
band  mif;bt  produce  a  fntal  efPcct.* 

The  reports  to  the  SuperiorCoiirtfl  however,  contain  a  very 
larffc  proportion  of  cases  in  which  the  skull  had  been  horribly 
fractured  by  repeated  blows  with  a  heavy  weapon.  In  these 
cases, cither  thtr  bamboo  is  employed  with  decided  intention  to 
destroy  life,  or  an  iron>bouud  Inthce,  or  some  weighty  iiislru- 
mcut  used  in  agricitltaro  or  building  is  brought,  or  caught 
up  to  effect  tiio  crime.  It  is  probable  that  the  generality  of 
fractures  of  the  skull  inflicted  with  bluut  )iiatriimcnt!i  by 
natives  are  fatal,  fsunlly,  the  dcatmction  of  parts  (although 
the  fractures  arc  not  always  compound)  is  so  extensive  that 
recovery  is  impossible  ;  I  huvcouly  seen  two  cases  of  this  kiud 
of  fractiire  in  which  life  was  prolonged  even  for  many  huurs.f 

The  most  frightful  injuries  are  frequently  inflicted  by  the 
natives  of  Bengal  and  Hindustan   with   the  d/iao  and   tho 


*  Kixaaiut  Adnwliit  Keportt,  StTUi  (M'tbvr  18M,  p.  690. 
t  Odp  wM  Uiit  of*  womin  who  wna  iitruvk  oii  ihv  rorchcul  with  tome 
luuall  blunt  intlmnK'nt.  Sbo  Diin-iTcd  the  injury  (or  sbout  %  nontb.  On 
Kkamination,  I  fuund  that  a  DBU-ly  citvnlor  portion  «f  honr.  m  Urg»  tarn 
iJnlliiiK<l>»dlMMac«tapl«U)jr  (bpntMil  ap«n  thcduni  lUiiKr,  tlii>  im^mbrano 
hail  bccoiii*  ttilekeoMl  •Tomd  tko  adganfthn  nntninclttng  bonMniri  ihv  Trnn- 
t«l  bone  prrMtitod  «tiilvi>t  intOM  of  Miin;  abtMiTpUoa  npoa  ircrj  pun  of  tlw 
brokfti  clrclo  i— it  wu(|iiite*vukiit  that,  but  fur  an  atiMMM  in  Lb«  mbsUuiee 
or  (he  bruin,  nhii-li  hocl  dcttrcj^ii)  lll'i\  ihc  ikrprfnod  Inar  nmilil  bavc  grado* 
altf  llMDtnv  tlcUchod  anil  boon  tliriMwn  r-ff.  In  tbf  "th^r  in4ULnc>i>,  ■  inan  liad 
bMd)  Strnck  on  Ibn  hcul  by  hi*  iUn)chtrr  vllh  b  |inn[l>>raiu  otucMUn  himiiMtr, 
UMd  (ior  amootkiug  turf*.  Tho  injnrj'  wu  IVighirully  f<xioiiM><<.  anil  I  (-vtn't 
tt  accMMTjr  to  rMiMT«  iwvlrn  or  fonrlurii  pkvuii  of  bono  by  niil  uf  lli*  fT»> 
pkiiM  Mid  Ilftf'*  Mw.  IV  nun  nurtW.I  thia  a|>c;ra>ivn  abnul  4S  hnmn.  'Die 
brsiii  wmt  tlJaDuri>ml  to  bw  dxImmtvIj-  iiiooralc'l. 
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tuiwar.  Ad  uufortutiBte  willbc  ciiuglitiii  theact  of  burglar; 
or  tbeft  by  the  people  of  the  village  or  by  a  cbowkedar,  and 
will  be  hacked  until  the  asBailant's  arm  grows  weary.*  Or 
several  persons  will  set  upon  ooe  and  cut  bim  nlmost  ioto 
•hreds. — 

It  appeared,  in  n  trial  at  Mirzapote,  that    one   Beoey 
Persiiud,  whilst  lying  on  liis   chsrpoy,  was  nttacked   br  a       i 
party  of  armed  men  who  inflicted  forty -oue  wounds,  tweuty-^i 
ooe  of  which  were  very  severe,  from  the  effect^i  of  which  bfl| 
died  the  snme  eveniug.f     A  few  montlis  later,  three   tncn  of 
Bftreilly  vere  attacked  by  a  uumber  of  persons  armed  with 
■words,    who   hacked    them    almost   to  pieces.      Tlic  dead 
bodiea  of  two  were  found  each  to  Iiaro  twenty  wounds,  and 
that  of  the  third  thirteen,  one  of  which  completely  severed 
the   bead    from  the  body.J 

A  rude  and  savage  acniie  of  honor  leatU  the  Rajpoot  to 
conceive  that, — when  he  Las  been  grossly  insulted,  or  an 
injury  has  been  done  bim, — "  Life  iano  fnnger  of  any  valme"^ 


*  I.  noi  many  monlbt  sinc«.  «xnniln«d  Ihe  boiy  of  >  thiof  nbg  liad  tMMi 
trvtlvd  in  thin  mnnnpr.  T))<?r«  waa  *.n  morniuuB  wounil  icroM  llw  ImwIe  of  (Iw 
iku!l,  not  (luite  peni'troiinK  th»  brnin,  f>tii>  liumpnu  w%t  cut  throoj^h  [or 
mtlit*r  broki'Q  thruugli^ — tbo  iianrsuvr  tii  wbicli  a  turnniim  luwctp  divi^f>«  ontrof 
Ihn  lung  liniius  fmty  laueh  moinblrs  (lint  in  whicli  a  ulilu-kuifr  caa  bo  mad*  ta 
fcrflt  k  DiDxruw-kone]  anJ  the  eWmii  juint  laii]  iipvn  »nJ  npliiiUnML  KmtIjt  ih* 
whole  of  tlin  inUictinvs  protriiilo'l  thr'iugh  a  widu'  fpuh  iu  ilid  nbdotiwii,  therw 
wen  bisu  utWr  woundi— Still  llic  unfonuuutL-  tuuii  itirvitoci  these  li^uri««  for 
a  short  timik.  Sih'bIiccbmis— Niiiuiiiil  Adawliit  HnporU,  If .  W.  P.,  Sad 
Juno  lux,  p.  313.  CAo  UDnnnvd  iiilruilvr  hu-kmt  uiiiil  he  died,  tint  head 
■M«rly  MvAnid  from  iha  kod^).  Jhiil,  Snch  Judif  IHfifl,  p.  804,  (lw«|f« 
woundi  inflicted  by  ■  yomh  upon  a  itL-itlvr  vt  lurtuun  (uiimtard)  of  i«Iucib  b* 
diod  in  tbe  jiul  biMpttal.) 

t  riiid  STih  April  1833,  p.  590. 

t  /(<'</,  SOili  July  I6S3.  p.  83G.    Si^  al-to  lAiii.  Ulb  Avgitrt  IMS.     (A  BU 

'*ba(>1i«d  U  jSeott"  while  lyiof  OD  bis  charpoy  t>}- (ko  pt'Tsoni)  /AmA  >&lb 

AuKtut  of  Minrr  year.  p.  870.     <A  man  i-ntiirrl  tv»y  lo  a  plac«  «rh«rr  wvcnl 

yenoBM  mtro  waitittg  fur  him  «ho  d«ipnIrhiHl  him  niih  IwMtjr  aword  WAuBdj.) 

$  8m  Nicamtit  Ailanlui  Rvporti,  TH.  W.  F.,  ^:nd  July  IBU.  p.  MM. 
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■ — }iis  opponent  must  be  dcstroycc]  aa  b  matter  of  course,  And 
then  he  nil!  be  prcpiired  to  meet  death  himself — ^Numerous 
instances  could  be  cited  iu  nhich  whole  families  hare,  ia 
tliia  way,  fallen  Tictims  to  the  vungeauce  of  Up-country 
Datives.  The  subject  will  be  recnrrcd  to  in  the  chapter  on 
lMt.iNiTV — The  following  coinparatirely  recent  instance  will 
suffice  in  this  place — Here  the  extreme  point  of  honor  wm 
carried  out — the  oHcudcd  party,  having'  wreaked  bis  ven- 
geance upon  his  cuemj',  devoted  himself  and  his  disgraced 
family  to  a  common  dent  ruction.* 

in  1853,  one  Uoola&see,  was  tried  at  Hosbungnbnd.  It 
appeared  (hat  llureeriun,  maf^oosar,  of  the  village  took  with 
him  am&Q  and  four  women  labourera  to  the  wheat  field 
of  Sawunt  Choirdhrec,  the  prinoiicr'H  father,  a  culliviitur,  said 
to  be  in  balance  to  the  mulgoosar.  He  went  unarmed,  but 
with  the  avowed  object  of  cutting  the  crop.  He  was  opposed 
by  the  old  man,  his  two  sous  and  his  wife.  Au  aiQ'ray  eusueil, 
in  which  the  prisoner  and  the  twu  other  men  killed  the 
malgoozfir  by  blows  on  the  head  with  an  axe,  club  and 
atick.  On  returning  fo  their  own  house,  Anuntran),  the 
priaonet*s  brother,  stunned  hb  own  wife  by  ntriking  her 
several  severe  blows  on  the  head  with  a  club' — she,  how- 
ever, recovered.  He  then  atlackcd  bis  own  daughter  (three 
or  four  years  old)  and  killed  her  by  fracturing  her  skull,  the 
prisoner  au^eating,  or  at  least,  aiding  the  crime, — aoiziug  the 
uufortuuBtc  infaut  by  the  leg  and  throwing  ber  down  before 
her  iusensatc  father,  and  following  up  the  futul  blow.  The 
party  then  made  for  the  malgoozar's  house,  and,  on  the  road, 
met  an  unarmed  man,  a  servant  of  their  fitat  victim,  whom 
they  despatched  with  axe  and  club  blows.  Arrived  at  their 
opponent's  bousc,  they  killed  a  mau  with  sword  or    axe 

"  StotrKt  maotiom Uut  ChukI  Kirabom.  v^aelof  the  Nawnbof  Bengsl. 
(Or.  1T39)  Mug  Ol-trMlbd,  inunlercd  bit  mLoIo  rAoul^r,  anil  tbca  put  ut  rod 
to  kb  owa  FxUwnoe. 
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wounds,  woDtided  a  young  child  in  the  face,  and  des- 
)iatchcd  tbc  mftlgoOKEtr'a  mother  by^  wounds  which  were 
described  as  "  very  dreadful  nudcxtcuBivc."  The  fitther  then 
said — "having  done  for  all,  we  must  now,  sk  Kajpoota, 
die  ourselves" — and  despatched  his  sou  Anuntram  by  two 
sword  wouuds  ou  the  neck,  nearly  decapitating  him.  He 
next  called  on  his  aon  Hoolascc,  the  prisoner,  to  eomc  for- 
wiird.  Hc^  (cra\eii  according  to  the  dreadful  standard  of 
courage  hero  cxhil)ited,}  awore  a  solemn  oath  that  he  would 
die  after  killing  his  father — who  then,  failing  in  an  attempt 
to  stab  himself,  was  put  to  doath  by  tbc  prisoner,  who  used 
the  sword  with  both  hands,  and  almost  severed  tho  head  from 
the  body.  The  prisoner  was  soon  after  seized,  ficciDg  away, 
with  hia  asc  in  hJa  hand.* 

lu   many    cases,  both    Up-Country  and   in  Bengal,  tho 
tulwar  or  itftao  is  snatched  up  luid  used  with  horrible  ferocity 
upon  whut   would  appear  to  be  very    trivial  grounds  of. 
provocation. — 

One  Chittar  Singh,  of  Furruckabad,  was  sentenced  to 
death,  for  tho  murder  of  a  female  servant  pregnani  by  his 
iatcljf  deceased  brother.  lie  was  engaged  cooking  his  dinner 
when  the  uufortuuatc  woman  put  u  Iota  of  water  within  tho 
circle  [ehouka)  where  he  was  sitting,  by  which  his  food  waa 
dofUcd.  He  sprang  up,  seized  his  sword,  which  was  lyiu^ 
close  by,  and  inflicted  upon  her  "  two  deep  wounds  ou  tlio 
left  side  of  tlic  head,  one  on  the  left  shoulder,  and  one  on 
the  upper  part  of  tho  back,  which  had  divided  the  spine  aud 
entered  the  cavity  of  the  chcBt."+ 

NundramDhobec,  of  Sylhet,  desired  his  sister-in-law,  wIk 
was  cooking,    to  grind    down    some   herbs    fur  him.     She 
objected  to  doing  so,  at  the  moment,  lest  hci  vegetables  i 
should  be  spoiled,  but  asked  him  to  wait  awhile.    Upon  this. 


*  Minruul  Ailuwl.il  llu|xirl*,  27.  W.  P.,  Stii  Ihwembcr,  IftftS,  J».  14SI  , 
t  Iboi.  imJi  Fvtirttari  isj.l,  p.  |M. 
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the  prisoner  seized  a  very  stmrp  dAao,  weigliiog  two  t>ounds, 
which  lay  nenr,  nnd  cut  tfao  vomiin  down,  iDflictiDg  ten 
wounds  about  her  hcnd,  neck  nad  shoulders;  she  suhsequently 
diud  of  lock-jaw.  He  iLen  attempted  tiuicide  by  cuttiug  lils 
own  throat  very  severely.  After  he  heard  of  the  woman's 
doatb,  }ic  appeared  to  be  seined  with  Tcmorse  imd  thee 
repeatedly  attempted  to  hfttig  himself.* 

Tiro  men  of  Allahabad  had  been  eating  toj^cther,  one  told 
the  other  to  t»ke  away  the  cooking  pots.  Upon  his  replying 
that  he  would  do  bo  pre3eiitiy,  his  companion  seized  a  aword 
and  sluughtetcd  him  with  nineteen  wounds.t 

A  man,  cieitcd  to  madness  by  jealousy  or  by  ffalec  (foul 
abu»c),  aeizes  a  bcaTy  wisapoD,  and,  with  from  five  to 
twenty  strokes,  literally  hews  his  Tictim  to  pieces,  proving 
that  the  power — 

"  His  foen«n*»  limbs  lo  lop  away. 

Am  wiKKl-knifi;  sbretls  the  napling  sprny" — 

docs  not  require  the  tbcvs  of  a  Douglas  for  its  esercise.t 


*  Niwmat  Aitbwlot  RofiortB.  3rH  AiigitiBl  1SS4,  p.  193. 
-f  KimiBttt  Adawlul  lU-porti.  N.  W.  P..  irth  Vvbruary  1&S3.  p.  349. 
t  The  following  !■  the  Civil  Surg«on*s  df^rriptlon  of  ihe  wounds  fmiiul 
upon  the  bodlca  of  two  men  ftt  Purruckab«d,  nbo  wurc  iioi  upon  nod  cut  (o 
piMM  bjr  MvenI  panous  »nnpil  with  twurdR.  "  Maharaj  8iitKl>  \ud  the 
ihlriL  fuorth  nnd  fifth  fioKun,  and  put  of  the  (r/i  fia«rf,  rui  off;  \\w  riyht 
hnnJ  ent  ajf  ol  the  urut,  &1m  n  deep  cat  on  ibe  right  t.tm  bctow  th«  thoulrior- 
joiui;  /Ac  kfi  teg  c«f  off  ai  Me  ht*f  joint,  %  Aatf  cut  vn  Ui«  tune  leg  bvlotr 
Ihu  hiiM-,  dirUlinjc  tli«  tano;  mbc>  B  il<«p  out  on  lh«  mU»,  a  luporAeial 
wutind  on  ttio  fttHluanm,  iitiiI  onn  on  the  f»rrhc«il.  Ilni-in  Loll  liiul  •  ilucp 
i-U(  flStcnding  acr«H  tlw  cbi-it,  laying  it  <p|iru,  uikI  wrjuri<iitij;  ll»-1un|;T- 
nnuther  on  the  left  ffd«  of  th«  tano,  i-xumdiag  from  ihn  VAk  of  Lho  oat  to 
tlu>  corner  of  Uui  uoutlii  the  It/I  arm  fwi  olT  nro/  M(  thovtiirr-joiiil,  klao  R 
dcop  out  BOTMa  tke  pain  of  the  Irft  turnil.  nnolhcr.  about  nioa  iDchcmloiig  (?) 
irn  ihv  bMk  uf  tlu.-  left  liauil,  and  oac  it4K>iil  nine  inoboi  long  an  th*  bftck  of 
|hi>  riglil  thouldDr,  atiit  nuutlic^r  on  the  tnp  of  ihp  sonic  tliouMur.  He  wm  of 
opinUm  dinl  llicM  l^iuiion  uonsionod  itninudiatc  duatli."— Niuunut  iidawlia 
Kcp.TU,  N.  W.  P-,  StU  April  185J,  p,  r,4. 
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Id  these  CfiBea,  the  wounds,  lire  actunllv  to  be  measured 
rather  by  the  foot  tban  by  the  inch.  The  skull  is  gctterally 
penetrated  in  more  tliati  one  place  to  the  bralu  ;  tlie  neck 
cut  to  the  Bpinc;  a  shoulder-blade  comiilctcly  divided; 
a  bumenia  cut  through;  a  hand  lopped  off*;  the  abdomen 
gashed  and  the  bowels  protmdiitg.  It  U  very  remark- 
able that  ranny  of  the  utifortiinates  tbus  treated  recover 
with  scnrccly  a  bn^l  symptom.  I  bnve  kaowD  patients  recover 
from  eitcb  of  the  nbovc-mcntioned  injuries,  with  the  exception 
of  tlie  second.  lu  many  of  these  caaca  the  fworil  is  only 
ca»t  from  the  bund  of  the  murderer  ufter  it  bus  bcca  snap- 
ped ID  two,*  or  until  it  has  been  "  bent  oat  of  all  skape"  hy 
striking  against  the  Tictim's  booes.t 

Judging  by  the  e:iBC8  uf  this  kind  wliieli  I  have  myself 
seen,  but  especially  drawing  inference  from  the  very  namfs 
ous  accounts  of  similar  iustAuccs  which  I  bod  among  the 
SargeoDft*  Reports  sent  into  tlie  Calcutta  Nizamut  Adawlut, 
1  hare,  not  witliout  considerable  aHtoui»bmcut,  arrived  at 
the  conclusion,  that  these  frightful  outrages, — which  hare 
hitherto  been  regarded  merely  as  acts  committed  in  a 
paroxysm  of  uncontrollable  rage,  in  which  the  murderer 
strikes  wildly  at  his  victim,  with  no  other  purpose  tban 
to  hack  him  to  pieces  ia  any  manner  whatever, — wc, 
especially  wbcii  committed  with  the  dftao,  done  after  a 
certain  definite  mode,  which  can  scarcely  bo  supposed  to  be 
otherwise  than  the  result  of  dcsigu.  In  different  cases,  the 
direction  nod  number  of  the  wounds  given  will,  of  conrse, 
Tary  somewhat,  but  the  gnshes  inflicted  arc  generally  man;'; 
and — considering  that  the  victim  cannot   always  be  deprived 

*  Nbuaut  Adanluc  KrpurU,  l^.V.  F^  i3th  June  IHSit,  pp.  534.946  utd 
tfiM  (two  vwocds  bruken),  tbo  fi4tb  Ma/  ISS3,  p.  7tm,  nronl  brokva  iolo 

t  /Aig^fiTtb  Oci«b«r  1859.  p.  1348.     Acmb  ia  nhich  ft  wntch  ukflUrtod 
IwcDljf  wfluniU  uptMi  a  proitilutc,  trbich  tho  •urrived  eight  days. 
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of  motion  by  the  6r8t  bioir,  and  tk&t  the  MKAilaut  is  not  a 
pmctised  executioner, — it  ia  very  cxtrnordinary  how  similar 
arc  the  injuries  inflicted  in  very  many  of  tho  cajoa.  Thus, — 
blovra  inflicted  npon  the  upper  part  of  the  head  are  usually 
vertical;  most  of  the  rictiius  receire  one  or  two  /lorizonlal 
strokes  across  the  temple  and  side  (generally  the  right) 
of  the  face ;  strokes  ou  the  back  of  the  Lead  and  ueck 
and  on  the  sides  of  the  ucck  appear  to  bo  invariably 
warty  horisontal;  woands  on  tlie  shoulders,  back  and  upper 
part  of  the  chest  arc  nearly  as  invariably  vrrticai  or 
oUifjue  in  their  direction;  the  hands  and  arms  arc  oflca 
cut  transversely,  bnt  thia  evidently  occurs  in  the  efTorts 
of  the  assailed  to  protect  his  head.  It  is  within  the  vurge  of 
possibility  that  the«e  marked  coiacidcuces  are  accidental; 
— it  may  be  that  n  person,  wielding  a  heavy  weapon  with  nil 
his  force,  naturally  cliangcs  the  direction  of  the  strokes; — 
still  it  IB  difficult  to  believe  that  they  could  occur  ao 
frequently,  where  u  weapon  like  n  bill-hook  ('which  is  not 
known  to  be  wielded  after  any  fashion  of  sword  exercise)  is 
grasped  by  a  series  of  individuals  suthienly  enraged  to 
madness,  and  only  impelled  by  au  uudiscriminatiog  inipulitc 
to  kill. 

It  has  beeu  humanely  ruled  that — 

**  Verbal  >biu«,  whi<:h  in  otlea  of  ihe  gToai«st  nature  amoagnc  ih« 
naiirM  vt  India,  aoil  U  pxirrtncly  oFTcnsiTc,  amnunut  to  n  liigli  provoca- 
don  !d  tliifl  country  ;  siiil  it  is  coiutonutil  to  the  spirit  of  the  English 
hw,  as  well  as  to  tlic  general  principles  of  juilic«^,  to  make  a.  di»tiiiclioti 
nf  ptimsliinFiK  bvlweea  cases  of  dclilKrate  murder,  and  n  sudden  Uomicitle 
comtnincd  tn  lieat  of  blood.* 

■Whether  the  infliction,  in  the  sudden  heat  of  passion,  of  a 
particular  kind  of  wound  usually  given  under  similar  circum- 
stances, will  or  will  nut  he  regarded  by  the  law  as,  iu  a  certain 
degree,  an  evidence  of  premeditation,  it  is  not  for  the  medical 
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u-itness  to  decide;  it  is  mcrdy  his  ilutj'  to  state—  that  thoi! 
wound  evidences  sufficient  thou j^bt  on  tbe  pnrt  of  tlie  prisoner 
to  have  led  liim  to  select  a  Trcll-knovirn  mode  of  dcatroyiog 
life — and  to  prove  that  tlic  multituilc  of  wounds  under  which 
the  deccnsed  sank  were  not  itLlltctcd  iu  mere  blind  and  pur- 
pOHclcsH  rage. 


nACKINQ  TTIE  NECK. 

There  is,  liotrever,  one  mode  of  kiltirg  with  tlie  tthao  or 
lulii'ur  w'liicb  ia  clearly  a  matter  of  customnty  design.  Sir 
Tliomas  Hoc,  who  visited  the  court  of  the  Great  Atogul  in 
1G14,  mcuttous  that,  on  one  occn^sioii,  nearly  u  hundred 
thic%'C8>  by  order  of  the  Eiii()t;ror,  "  having  their  hujids  tied 
down  to  their  feet,  had  their  nacks  cut  nith  n  sword,  but  not 
quite  off,"  Now  I  find  that  the  nine  years'  reports  to  the 
CnlcuttiL  Nisumut  contain  the  details  of  twenty^sereu  cases 
of  wotinditijf,  in  which  the  principal  injuriei  wore  lu  follov  : 
Cuts  on  the  outer  side  of  the  neck,  generally  extending  to  the 
Tertebrte,  8 ;  wounds  across  tlic  nape  of  tbe  neck,  usually  also 
reaching  to  or  dividing  the  spiuc  12;  wounds  on  the  bock 
of  the  flkall,  4;  iuatancea  of  decapitation,  3. 

The  details  of  these  twenty-seven  cases  go  far  to  prore 
that  the  wounds  were,  in  nearly  every  instance,  iuHictcd  in  n 
deliberate  and  more  or  Icsa  Huccessful  attempt  to  dinde  the 
spine  hy  hlows  across  the  back  of  the  neck. 

These  wounds  are  nearly  always  of  frightful  severity ;  and, 
in  most  of  the  ctiacs,  other  parts  of  the  body  are  hacked. 

In  only  two  of  the  eleven  cases  where  the  wonod  had  been 
Inflieted  quite  across  the  back,  of  the  neck,  did  the  victims 
escape  the  bauds  of  their  assailants.  In  one  of  these,  reported 
by  Dr.  Ross,  of  Jessorc,  the  unfortunate  man  lived  several 
days  with  (in  addition  to  eight  other  wounds,  two  of  M-hich 
were  on  the  back  of  tbe  head,  and  tvro  completely  through 
the  !«houldcr>bbidcfl,)  n  wound  across  the  back  of  the  neck  so 
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large  that  "a  child's  hciail  might  have  beea  pot  into  it.' 
It  WHS  discovered,  after  death,  that  the  boues  of  the  neck  had 
heen  injured,  wud  that  the  spiiial  cord  was  surrounded  with 
bloud.  Dr.  Rus8  mcQlioiied  tlmt  the  nuuud  was  such  that  a 
sudden  turn  of  the  heed  might  have  caused  iDstantaueoas 
death,  Tbo  other  individual  recovered  under  the  trentTaent 
of  Mr.  Scaulao,  of  Burrisaul,  after  rcccdTing  a  severe  wound 
oa  the  upper  aitd  bitek  pact  of  the  ueck,  oue  oa  the  back  of 
tbe  headf  and  three  others. 

lu  another  case,  subsetiuently  reported,  whicli  also  occurred 
■under  the  care  of  Mr.  Scanlan,  the  wound  pGoetrated  to  the 
vertebne,  injuring  oue  of  them,  so  that  the  npinal  marrow 
only  escaped  by  a  very  little.  The  woman  had  sustained 
other  severe  wouuds,  but^  at  the  trial,  was  prououuccd  out  of  . 
danger.* 

In  a  more  recent  case,  a  woman  prosecuted  her  son-iu-law 
who  had  struck  her  a  very  severe  blow  with  a  henry  dkao 
across  the  back  of  her  neck — a  liirge  sciir  remained. f 

In  another  ratlicr  recent  case,  a  woman's  hfe  waa  barely 
saved  from  a  blow  of  this  kind,  by  the  interposition  of  her 
long  trcsaes  of  hair  and  her  clotbca.t 

So  common  is  this  practice  of  striking  deadly  blows  on 
the  back  or  aide  of  the  neck,  in  the  North-Western  Pro- 
Tinces,  thatj  in  the  printed  Records  of  tbe  Agra  Nizamut 
Adawlut,  I  find  no  less  than  ikirhj-ihree  cases  reported  in 
the  two  years  1893-53. — Infttaaces  of  complete  deeapitation 
being  excluded.^ 


*  KiuuDLiC  Adaivlul  R«|ior{t,  30[L  Fcbrunrj-  1B5B,  p,  340. 
t  /W,  attb  AuKu>t  18H  p.  301. 
J  Niwunnl  Adawlnt  Rirporu,  H.  W.  P.,  2iii  S^THnmbiTr  1853.  jt.  I0S3. 
$  lu  eiyhtten  of  ihcM  CMKi.  lli«  prOi  uvatiun  nan  afaunu  to  bo  to  hoidu  my 
»r  nlbiir  L'cmiui-tvi)  witb  the  miauuudut'l  ut  MUiuua— (In  un^iof  Uiom>,  a  blind 
oioii  kilk-d  Lui  vtifo  nbuu  wiloop) — ntnti  iiwtAncM  irvn  bhc  mult  of  iligpuu<«. 
iinnc-L-niluri'U  Cf-ucU,  or  nbuso;  one  wu  ■  caw  of  in«anity.  Iiiotii>,  a  tliiafcrln- 
_trigiicr  (fur  in  a  larger  proponUm  vf  cti»C»  it  ii  found  difficult  to  diatitif^uiili 

2    L 


m 


ON    MEDICAL   JDSISrKtTDZXCB 


I  ^M,  for  n  time,  dispotsed  to  belicre  that,  in  most  of  the 
eues  wbrre  this  mode  of  hilling  was  adopted,  it  was  sclecc- 
ctl  W  the  murilcrcrs  as  a  kind  of  jiididnl  puiiitilitiicnt — the 
thief,  the  adnltrMs,  or  the  trespasser  being  regarded  aa  n 
criminal  upou  whom  condign  punishment,  according  to 
ancient  law,  traght  to  be  iuflictcd.* 

Tlie  prevalence  of  such  an  opinion,  at  least  among  the 
Up-couiiti-y  natives,  is  negatived  ^>y  the  fact,  that  men  of 
very  strong  feeUnga  have,  in  at  least  two  instances  before 
me,  voluntarily  submitted  to  be  put  to  death  la  this 
manner  by   thoir    relations,    in    preference    to    incurring 

dis^acc.t 

Still  there  aro  many  caseB  on  record  in  vhich  the  in- 
flictiou  of  this  punisbmcnt  had  rather  the  character  of  an 
execution  than  of  a  murder.  Thu8 — it  apitcars  to  be  a 
generally  received  popular  opinion  throughout  the  country, 
that  those  who  succeed  in  apprehending  a  dacoit  or  thief 
in  the  act,  have  a  right  to  put  liira  to  death  while  lie 
remains  dcfcocelcaa  in  their  hands.  The  Government  hare, 
for  years,  endeavoured  to  put  down  this  barbarous  practicOi 
but  caaes  atUl  CreiLueutly  occur. 


tha  «»M4)  WIS  put  to  droth  by  tho  poople  of  tbc  houao  in  which  bo  wu 
Mught.  And,  In  {>n<>,  a  brklimia  kil]«d  hi*  prcj^usnl  wifi>.  thkt  her  hlood  nii|;bl 
t>e  upon  rcrtaln  puraoiia  who  Iitd  oAboded  liiiu.  M^  nol^s  af  tho  otbur  thrv* 
caws  nm  miiUid. 

*  Thin  modi'  or  iinlf-jimlificittinii  is  not  owtIoqU^  b;  the  onniHtla  «f 
India — m-ilhur  i»  il  ignur^d  lij  thH  di«pvnBvri  vt  the  hur.  Thus,  «  Bum'a  wifc 
baring  uhifiod  wlih  aiigtb«r,  tli>-  biubikod  purEund  thv  giiilly  p«ir,  and  at  hM 
iliscuvertd  ibc  Tilla|[v  in  which  tbvy  had  Mien  uii  tlitrir  ubudc  He  cam- 
tru.\cA  hUDBelf  )n  lh»  Jungle,  dewrmlnud.  as  ha  avowed,  to  ninh  on  ihetn 
Bi  aight  and  kill  ihon  bcpth.  Ho  TaiUd  in  doinf  ao,  bul  aercrolf  Koun^cd 
tham.  Tha  Suaiona  Judg«  coaeumxl  in  tlic  fuEva  of  ihi^  law  officwr.  who 
Jtclartd  lAe  m'aic  j»ttijiailt  l/y  Mr  MahvmtJitm  Law,  and  a('i|iiiu«d  tbe  pri* 
aonor.— Police  Ucport.  L.  P^  1&4&.  p.  C9. 

t'  Then  «u«»  bai«  alnady  bc«n  roforrod  b>  at  p.  tK  and  p^  3t69. 
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One  Barouce,  of  Sunin,  stated  on  trial  that,  huviiig  huuni 
a  tliief  making  Ills  way  into  Ilia  bouse  at  Dight,  lie  canglit 
liim  as  he  was  getting  ont  of  the  hole  in  the  wall.  While 
tho  wretch  Iny  half  in  the  bulc  aud  half  out  of  it,  he  tied 
his  arms  vitb  a  piece  of  rope,  and  then  struck  him  several 
blows  over  the  hack  of  the  ueck  H'itli  a  kodaul,  nearly 
severing  Uis  heitil  from  his  hotly.*  At  about  tlic  same  time, 
and  in  the  same  distiict  (Sarun),  three  persons  captured  a 
thief  who  had  robbed  the  house  of  one  of  them,  and  knock- 
ed him  down  ;  while  two  of  thorn  held  Jiim  down,  the  third 
brought  a  kodaul  from  the  house  and  nearly  hocked  bis 
head  off.t 

At  Gorockporc,  in  ISffS,  three  persons  seized  a  man,  wba 
had  made  his  way  into  their  house,  whether  for  purposes 
of  robbery  or  of  intrigue  it  appeared  doubtful,  overpowered 
him,  held  him  down,  nud  killed  him  by  repeated  blows 
with  a  kadaut  on  the  back  of  the  ueck.  J 

The  couverae  of  the  above  caaca  IbIkIv  appenrcil  in  a  trial 
at  It»rcilly.  It  appeared,  from  the  confeanion  of  cine  Kliyala 
Singh,  that  he  entered  the  house  of  oue  liussno  Siili  with 
intent  to  steal,  and  armed  with  a  sword.  Tho  mnater  of  the 
house  was  aroused,  and  endeavoured  to  capture  the  tliicfj 
a  »i\-»'i^\c  ensued,  ia  which  the  robber  cut  his  opponent  on 
the  neck  so  severely  as  to  cause  instant  deatb.$ 

A  case  of  the  kind  was  tried  before  the  Commissioner 
of  tho  Tennssenm  and  Martabau  Provincea  iu  1854.  Its 
iletsil!i  are  very  remarkable,  as  showing  tho  exteattioD  of 
this  mode  of  punishment  into  Burmah,  A  number  of 
Burmese  wood-cutters,  on  the  frontier,  seized  four  Shans, 
on  stufpicioa  that  they  were  elephant  stealers,  tieJ  their 

*  Kimnttt  Adanlul  Kcporu,  Ndi  Juno  ISiS,  p.  T>C    Sco  ft  aimikr  csm 
I'ulice  Kepori.  L.  P,  for  l.s^fi.  p.  14.  f  "'"'.  '"ih  Jul*  1M3,  p.  810, 

t  ^'i»Illllt  Ail«nlut  Rcporid,  XT.  W.  P.,  3r>l  JmiuBry  16^,  p.  4. 
%  Jitd,  9;th  Kpbruary  IBU,  f.  931. 
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liAnds,  and  killed  them  v'tih  Llowa  of  &  d/tao  on  tbc  back  of 
tlic  neck,  without  completely  decapitating  tliem.  Thej  all 
[ileatlcd  guilty  ;  nnd,  ia  consideration  of  their  ignorance  and 
lialf-civilized  stnte,  vere  sentenced  only  to  a  long  term  of 
ini  prisonment.* 

We  huTc  already  seen  that,  in  n  very  large  proportion  of 
the  recorded  cases,  this  mode  of  death  baa  been  inflicted 
an  tlie  punishment  of  Sexual  Crime,  suspected  or  discovered. 
The  following  ia  ~n  singular  case  in  point.  A  Dacca  man, 
suspecting  his  wife  of  having  an  intri^e  with  another  person, 
bad  often  warned  her  to  break  off  the  intimacy,  but  to  no 
effect.  One  day,  returning  home,  he  caught  them  in  the 
act  of  adultery.  They  ran  off,  and  the  husband  went  on  to  the 
house.  Shortly  after,  the  woman  came  in,  when  he  o»kcd  her 
where  she  had  been.  She  replied,  looking  after  tbe  cattle 
in  the  field.  He  inquired — were  the  cattle  in  tbe  jnnglc  ? 
"  If  you  want  to  cat, — eat,  I  will  not  suffer  yon  to  live.  I  have 
QFtrn  titld  you  to  break  off  intercourse  with  that  roan,  but 
yon  have  not  listened  to  me."  He  then  tied  her  right  band 
ami,  Hcining  her  by  the  left,  ncnrly  severed  her  head  from 
her  body  with  a  ttkaa,  with  which  he  also  indicted  Kveral 
other  blows  on  her  person.  He  thvii,  with  the  weapou  ia 
his  hand,  gave  himself  up  freely,  eonfc3<;iiig  the  dccd.t 

Mention  was  made,  in  Note  topagcS5S,ofa  casein  which  a 
man  baving  been  murdered  in  his  house,  evidently  on  account 
of  an  intrigue,  the  body  was  bound  head  and  feet,  carried  to 
Mumc  distauce,  and  there  leftj  after  having  hpen  chopped 
on  the  back  of  the  neck.  Tbe  above  instances  may  throw 
a  light  upon  the  motive  which  auggcstcd  the  apparently 
unnecessary  hacking  in  that  and  the  following  case.  Tho 
body  of  a  man  was  discovered,  in  the  Almorah  district,  with 
the  back  of  tho  neck  and  bead  cut>  tbe  throat  gashed,  and 

*  Kixumit  Adnnlut  Ri<pOTl>.  37Lh  Julj   IgM,  p.  13«. 
t  l^oiieu  Rvfvn,  L.  P.,  1949,  |ip.  42,  49. 
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the  nose  and  cars  cut  off.  It  cnnic  ont,  in  the  inquiry,  tli&t 
the  deceased  had  intri^ied  with  thevife  of  one  llnrkoa,  wbo^ 
it  aiipcrarcd,  Iftv  in  wnit,  with  three  others,  for  the  decensed  ; 
seized  him,  struck  him  on  the  hack  of  the  neck  with  au  axe 
and  despatched  him.  Thev  then  bound  the  body  to  a  pole 
and  took  it  away  to  a  tavino,  where  they  hid  it, — but  not 
until  the  injared  husband  had  cut  the  throat  with  a  razor, 
and  another  had  cut  off  the  cars,  for  the  cnr-ring«.  The 
husband  also  cut  off  the  noae  (the  penalty  of  adullcrr]  and 
threw  it  away.* 

Id  the  following  case,  which  came  under  ray  own  notioo, 
this  crime  was  committed  upon  a  defcucelesa  person  urith 
most  eruci  deliberation.  In  August  1853,  the  body  of  nn 
aged  man  was  brought  to  mc,  at  Howrnh,  with  au  enormous 
wound  travcrslug  the  bock  of  theneck  transversely  just  above 
the  line  of  the  shouldera,  completely  dividing  the  spine,  and 
nearly  effecting  deotpitalioo.  The  lower  liinba  had  been  in 
great  part  devoured  l>y  dog«  or  jackals.  T  gave  it  as  my 
opinion  that  the  wonod  must  have  been  indicted  during  life^ 
aud  at  a  momcot  when  the  deceased  was  either  on  bia 
knees,  or  lying  with  his  face  to  the  ground ;  and  that  it 
caused  instantancoua  death.  I  added  that  tlie  instrument 
employed  was  probably  a  ff/iao  or  heavy  sword.  One  Petum- 
ber  Diiss  Sew  lee,  upou  being  arrested  on  suspicion,  admitted 
the  murder,  and  named  his  nssQcintes.  He  produced  two 
dhaos  oa  the  infltrumcnts  used  by  himself  and  one  of  his  ac- 
complices in  cffeetiog  tbe  marder.  I  found  that  the  longer 
of  the  two  weapons  was  singularly  calculated  to  cause  such  a 
wound  ns  that  observed  ou  the  ileceased's  person.t 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  it  would  appear  that  the  wouncla 
on  the  neck  are  inflicted  in  the  heat  of  pastion,  in  a  struggle 
or  in  a  chase,  where  the  victim's  limbs  arc  perfectly  free. 

*  Nixftmut  Adawlct  Uepufln.  H.  W.  P.,  3Dili  Aii^nt  l«5S,  p.  IDiS. 
-f  KiMmut  Adawlut  Bcporbi,  rul.  iL.  part  1  of  18AS,  p.  ti. 
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III  many  iiutaQcea,  the  wounds  on  the  neck 
iiyurie*  inflicted.     The   natives'  dexterity 


aro  tbc  oaVr 
in  strikiDg  tfae 
ncclc  may  result,  amoug  the  Ucngalees,  from  their  practice  at 
decRpi toting  (pats,  &c.,  for  food  and  sacKficc  with  a  ainglt 
blow  ;  amoog  tlio  Up-country  men  it  may  bo  attributed  to 
mure  or  less  acquaintance  with  the  use  of  the  Bwonl.* 

Among  the  cases  of  hacking  the  neck  published  in  tbs 
Klzamut  Reports,  are  several  of  considerable  imjwrtiicice  in 
a  medico-legal  point  of  view — An  that  of  a  man  in  Assam, 
who  struck  the  child  of  his  sistcr-in-lBW,  three  years  old, 
while  ftho  was  sleeping.  He  gave  merely  one  stroke  vith  a 
ilJtao,  which,  however,  half  cut  through  the  infaat's  neck, 
and  must  haro  caused  instantaneous  death.  He  appeara  to 
linvc  been  a  weak-minded  man,  but  not  a  lunatic — no  cause 
uf  111-ruelitig  could  be  discovered.  He  bad  formerly  smoked 
gunjnh,  but  had  entirely  left  it  off.  During  the  preceding 
•ix  months  be  bud  sulTcrcd  cictremcly  from  a  disease,  appa* 
rcutly  of  neuralgic  character.  It  became  a  question  whether 
the  murder  wau  cumiuittud  to  eHuct  bis  own  rucoixry, — to 
appcaac  the  goddess  Knice ;  or  wbetlter  the  deed  was  done 
under  the  iiifUience  of  gunjab.  There  was  uo  proof  of 
iusanity.     lie  was  sentenced  to  deatlkf 

Gopal,   a  Brahmiu,  acknowledged,  on  trial,  that  he  bad 

killeil  bis  wife  in  the  night,  by  striking  her  on  the  neck 

H  with  bis  sword.    She  woke  him  up  suddenly,  be  said,  and, 

^^^H  •  Bloat  or  Dm  hnroM  of  Indian  hiator;  b%ro  betii  mnarknbU  for  tk*  ftiws 

^^^^  Mill  di-xicrity  willi  whivli  they  could  *uiko  niili  \liv  iwurtl,     Tbiu  we  rc«d  sf 

^M  Buklhi^itr'>i:oRt«*t  with  a    llghllnf' t']i>phBn(.  in   nhich    K#   put   Ibo   ««r^ad 

^1  Kiiimol  to  HiKbt  b]^  a  lilow  on  [he  trunk.  Of  Slit-re  Khan's  killing  aa  ruunnotu 

^M  i'K*^  "'I'l  ""''  tilaw  of  hi>  laLri-,  anil  ufShcro  Algun't  catling  off  Ihc  Iruak  of 

H  Uie  EntptTur'a  vlophaot   wltL  a  aingle  itrokv.  aad  fiiilttiing  lib  carver  by 

^K  cltaTJni;  tba  ijulialidiir  of  UvtiKal  in  two.      Bclioadiog  •  buKilv  vrilh   •   siogt* 

^1  bloN  u  a  cuuiuHiit  i-iiiluji  ami'ii);  tliu  Nepaiilutv.     It  n|>pran  lo  be  a  fni 

^B  whi<&  rviiutro  nvr*  daxlvrily  tiimD  inucc-uiiir  iKiwrr. 

^^^^_  t  Niuiniit  Adanlui  HvpurU.  Ibtli  Ui-iKlior  lijSS.  p.  *M. 
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takiDg  her  for   n  iliicf,  he    suatched    up    bia    sirord   and 

cut  her  down  vttK  two  bloirii.  The  womau  hnd  kanta 
omameiiU  ou  licr  toes,  the  sound  of  which,  it  was  lield,  lie 
must  have  heard  on  the  slightest  movement.  He  had  left 
his  house  stealthily  nftcr  the  deed,  throwing  his  sword  down 
a  veil,  and  it  was  only  in  the  foujdaree  dcpositious  that 
the  aliovc  dcfuucc  was  made.  At  the  thaiinnh,  it  was  merely 
anid  thnt  he  bad  killed  his  wife.  The  crime  was  regarded 
as  murder,  but  he  was  lentenced  to  transportation  for  life* 
In  the  same  year  Nuiiha,  of  linreillj*,  asked  bread  of  im 
mother :  she  refused  it,  with  nn  indelicntc  retort.  Enrngod 
at  the  reply,  he  took  up  tm  axe  and  killed  her  with  foui 
wounds — "one  on  the  temple  cutting  through  the  flesh; 
another  ou  the  face  dividing  the  lips,  and  hrcaking  two  of 
the  frout  teeth ;  another  just  under  the  neck,  cutting 
through  the  bone ;  and  a  fourth,  on  the  throat,  severing  the 
windpipe,  "t 

DECAPITATION. 

The  practice  of  Beheading  appears  to  hare  bcenj  from  very 
early  times,  eqiuilly  common  among  the  Hindus  and  Mnssul- 
mnuns,  bnt  we  do  not  find  that  it  vaa  emplorcd  by  anv  of 
their  Oorenimcnta  as  the  national  mode  of  executing  cnmi- 
n&Is  after  the  manner  of  the  Turks  sud  the  Chinese.  J  The 
Southern  Hill  Tribes  of  this  Presidency,  who  are  generally 
regarded  as  the  aborigines  of  the  country, — driven  up  into 

*  Kbonut  Adanlut  HvfiDrts  TH-  W-  P-.  Srd  KovooiIkt  IHM,  p.  64*. 
t  Ihiii.  ITth  January  1S54.  p.  41. 
X  It  U  rotated  of  tbA  tyrant  Mnuiflcr  Shah  Uiol,  whenover  kc  nuito  pri- 
aoDurt  of  any  r«ljt*li,  h«  luuk  pkeanurc  in  hrlicodinic  thrnt  himself,  antl  Ihst 
ibv  DumtK'r  of  pononB  he  Is  Mid  to  hav»  pnE  to  cU>nth  tn  tbit  mnnni<r,  U 
imwdibl*.  Must  of  [he  othvr  MuMulinaun  mien  vt  Bvncal  al»u  bud  xpina 
of  tbcir  cruninftla  i]6e«pitat«<L  Tlio  lAt*  natita  goT«Rin)eiit  of  KaKpurv  nuia- 
tHlr<^d  beheading  amunit  th«jr  punitlimenu.  The  Uiuaulmniiiu  i!<i>n«rBlIjr 
twA  the  licaib  of  ihoir  tit«iui<M  alsia  In  batik.    Klun  Alum,  liaiing  taken 
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their  dutow  territories  by  the  first  iuflux  of  the  Hindtu, 
&t  &  time  which  is  pre-historic,  but  still  retaioing  mnny  of 
their  origiiinl  religious  usages  and  distinctive  traits  of  custom' 
■ — all  tlicse  scattered  racea,  tlie  Soarccs,  Khonds,  Eoles, 
Santlials,  GArrotrs,  and  the  various  tribes  of  Kookiea,  Cfauck- 
xasis,  RcaugSj  Mughs,  kc,  who  inhabit  the  hilU  from  Mun- 
necporfi  to  Arracan  and  Burmah,  behend  their  enemies.  This 
fact,  of  course,  has  nn  importaat  bearing  upon  mnuv  cases 
of  homicide  occurring  in  the  border  districts  of  the  Bengal 
Presidency. 

It  appeared,  in  a  trial  at  Maubhoom,  (bordering  upon  the 
Kolc  sndSoorye  countries,)  that  two  Hill  men,  having  missed 
their  wives,  and  suspected  that  they  hnd  gone  off  with  ft 
certain  man,  made  search  for  them;  and,  lU'tcr  eight  days, 
found  the  three  sitting  together  tinder  a  tree,  catiug  some 
jungle  fruits.  Whereupon,  they,  vrithout  parley,  both  struck 
the  man  with  their  weapons,  an  axe  and  a  hatchet,  Kereriog 
bis  head  from  bis  body.  Tbcy  then  attacked  their  wires 
severally,  nnd  cut  off  their  heads  by  repeated  blows.  Thoy 
then  took  the  heodn  into  the  village  and  freely  aurreudcrcd 
tlieuiselvcs.  At  trial,  they  confessed  all  with  the  utmost 
candour,  evidently  thinking  that  they  acted  justifiably.* 

In  184^,  an  inhnbitaut  of  the  neighbouring  district  of 
Bancoorah,  becoming  acquainted  with  his  wife's  eriminalitr, 
warned  her.     His  wishes  were  disregarded.     Hearing  that 

(he  foftri'u  of  IlfljypoK.  luid  p»t  tho  i^T«riirir  anil  most  of  tho  garrinon  li> 
llic  Hword,  despatched  nil  the  heads  to  lUv  Eaipcror,  who  immoiljfttcly  aoA 
them  lo  Dood  Khun  nil  a  hint  uf  hU  awn  probslilp  fnto.  Moorahud  Coolj 
Khsu.  hovinf;  di-fviticil  KoBbwd  Khitn,  ntwr  MuornhcdiLhiul,  ta  1713,  orderad 
Ititit  n  pjraxniil  ahautd  totf  et«citA  on  iliu  litihi  roitd,  <ritli  nichu  to  oontsln 
llic  huails  uf  the  f^nemy,  »)  ■  moniimpnt  "f  his  vicl'jry. 

According  to  the  MthnmodiLn  Law,  I)i>r<npita.tkun,  by  n  airord  or  •t(n)t*r 
weapon,  wks  iho  prcsnibril  inatiumi-nt  in  >rnftico»  tti  A'inu,  or  ItcuUtaUon  uf 
DMUh,  in  eAwa  >•!  murilor. 

*■  NIsaiDuiAdawlut  Reports  OlliJauv  ltJS2.  p.  S41 
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the  meetings  took  place  at  n  tauk  wlicncc  the  woman  fetch- 
ed vater — he,  early  one  moruia^,  osceudud  a  tree  on  the 
baiiltH  of  the  tauk,  nriDcd  with  n  iaiiijh^.  The  woman  came, 
and  wns  met  by  her  pitmmour;  but,  other  porBOUB  couiiiig 
vp,  tbey  went  aviiy,  cnch  rcturaio^  home,  lie  remniaed 
on  the  tree  that  day  and  night,  and  part  of  the  next  day, 
when  the  woman  cumc  ogaiu  and  her  piirnmour  met  her. 
He  descended  the  tree,  cut  oQ*  the  man's  head,  while  in  the 
act,  then  pursued  her,  cut  09"  her  head,  and,  tying  the  two 
heads  togctherj  wa»  proceeding  to  BRncoornh  to  bring  them 
to  the  Magistrate,  when  he  was  mot  by  some  Ghatwals,  to 
whom  he  delivered  bimftcU'  up.  lie  was  acquitted,  on  the 
plea  uf  justification.* 

In  the  following  year,  another  BaDCOonUi  man,  having 
had  au  intrigue  with  a  neighbour's  nife  who  bad  quitted 
him  tor  a  IJrnhmtn  ntid  refused  to  speak  to  ]um,  went  to 
her  house,  and  asked  her  if  she  persisted  in  not  speaking 
to  him.  She  replied  yes,  and  abused  bini,  when  he  cnught 
up  a  Anrtiri,  and  cut  off  her  head  by  repeated  blows;  he 
then  took  up  the  head  and  the  kurort  to  go  to  tlio  Aln^s- 
trate,  but  was  seized  by  some  Gbatwuls,  after  proceeding 
openly  with  them  for  a  short  distance.  He  was  setiteuecd 
to  death.+ 

In  t8M-,  a  patty  of  Hill  men  made  au  inroad  and  killed 
and  decapitated  twenty  Muiinecpoorces  residing  in  the  Com- 
pany'ti  territory. 

In  I85l>,  two  Garrows  were  sentenced  to  death  for  hav. 
ing  been  parties  in  an  expedition  into  Assam  for  the  sake 
of  plunder  and  of  procuring  heads,  in  which  they  took  eight 
lives.     [Seep.  243]  t 


■  Police  Koptnt,  L.  ]'.,  Ifl4».  p.  S7. 

t  IM,  1SS0,  p.  50. 

t  Nimmut  Adtwlul  Ucjioru,  lUth  Jut)«  lOSt,  p.  713. 
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The  most  ordinary  cosea  of  murder  hy  decnpitatioD  ia 
the  Plnina  arc,  as  usual,  generally  tlic  rcaulU  of  some  act 
of  Sexusl  Iramoriility. 

lu  1852,  Olio  Soblia,  of  Bareilly,  took  a  sword  with  which 
he  beheaded  his  wife  and  wouudcd  the  infaot  iu  her  arms— -^ 
and  then  struck  his  brother.     The  child  appears  to  hare 
died  of  starvattoD  and  the  brother  offerer.     Sobali  said  that 
hia  brother  had  intrigued  with  his  wife.* 

In  a  case  tried  in  the  Sangor  and  Ncrbudda  territory  il 
1852,  a  man  coufessed  that  a  nmrricd  girl  of  eighteen  or 
ninetccTi,  who  had  become  pregnant  hy  him,  having  urged 
with  great  pertinacity  that  he  should  take  her  into  his 
houBOj  which  ho  wiu  unwilHng  to  do,  lest  bis  reputation 
should  fiuffcr  by  Ma  connexion  with  a  woman  of  inferior 
caste,  took  her  to  the  river,  where  he  killed  her  with  repeat- 
ed strokes  of  au  axe,  finishing  by  decapitating  her  and 
abandoning  her  body  in  the  water .+ 

Id  the  following  year,  a  man  of  tho  same  district  con- 
fessed that  a  married  woman  with  whom  he  had  iutrigucd 
for  three  years,  becoming  importunate  in  urging  him  to 
elope  with  her,  which  he  resisted  on  account  of  bis  family 
and  being  then  married,  he  cut  off  her  head  in  the  jungle, 
aAer  a  vain  attempt  to  throttle  her  with  his  hands.J 

In  1852,  ft  Mussulmauu,  of  Delhi,  beheaded  and  almost 
hacked  to  pieces  a  common  prostitute,  who  threatened  to 
discontinue  her  couucxton  with  him ; — a  rery  common  iucen- 
tivc  to  murder  in  Indin.^ 

In  1853,  Gnndinh  Kabalin,  of  Manblioom,  confessed  that, 
— her  hnsband  having  been  in.  the  habit  of  beating,  starving 
And  abusing  her,  aut)  of  associating  with  another  woman, — 


■  Nliamut  Adawlul  Reports,  N.  W.  P.,  3Stli  March  18A2,  p.  214. 
t  JM,SrA  Maiwh  1832,  p.  146.  J  Uul,  U!nli  Kov.  l«S,  p.  UIQ, 

i  ibid,  toUi  Uanli  1853.  p.  IM. 
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n\ie,  on  a  certain  niglit,  freed  licrself  from  n  post  in  tlic  yard 
to  wbicb  he  Imd  bouud  licr,  nad,  fiuding  her  husband  asleep 
in  the  houoo,  struck  him  two  blows  oa  the  neck  with  a 
k^ralee  ajxd  severed  his  head.  She  theu  lirnggcd  the  body 
first  to  a  shed,  and  afterwards  to  the  bed  of  n  rivulet,  and 
threw  the  head  iitta  a  pool.  The  liend  wriH  not  found,  traces 
of  dragging  a  budy  wore  found  up  to  the  cow>house,  where 
some  spots  of  blood  were  seen,  smeared  over  nith  sand. 
The  place  where  the  body  was  found  was  about  160  yards 
from  the  house.     Sentence — Iniprisunmenl  for  Life.* 

Two  men  of  Nuddca  having  long  co-habited  with  the  same 
woman,  one,  assisted  by  an  accomplice,  cut  off  the  other's 
head  with  a  d/iao  and  a  kuife,  and  Uirew  the  body  into  a 
tank.     The  head  was  not  found.f 

Ju  several  recorded  case»,  this  crime  has  been  committed 
nitder  very  extraordiuajy  circumstances.  One  Bheekaree,  of 
Cawnporc,  being  in  his  house  with  his  two  children — u  girl 
aged  nine  or  ten  yean,  and  an  infant  eighteen  months  old, 
desired  the  girl  to  pacify  the  child.  She  not  complying  at 
once,  he  was  seized  with  uugoveroablc  nigc,  seised  a  hatchet, 
and  severed  the  neck  of  his  daughter,  fairly  decapitating 
her  at  the  seoond  blow.  Ue  then  threw  himself  into  a  well. 
Sentence — Death.  J 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  crime  of  a  Ilooghly 
man  who,  in  1845,  bad  his  enemy  (who  Itad  intrigued  with 
one  of  his  female  rcUtioas)  held  down  by  three  persons, 
and,  with  a  large  sacrlflciul  knife,  eut  off  his  head  with  one 
blow,  and,  with  a  second,  divided  the  body  at  the  waist. 

In  1BS2,  one  Bisaonath,  also  of  Hooghly,  coufcssed  the 
murder  of  his  wife's  paramour,  hnving  concerted  his  destruc- 
tion with  otheri.    Aflcr  ho  had   knocked  down  the  man 


■  NiiMont  Adkwlul  Re(»orU.  lOth  Jmift  18&3,  |k  760. 
t  tM,  sub  JniM  t8U>|^  u.  t  /^  Ird  Angtut  issa.  p.  Ma 
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senseless  with  a  hc»vy  pukknh  bamboo,  he  and  his  four 
accomplices  took  turns  with  a  shaTp-cuttiug  vegctRble  Ijiife, 
iu  hacking  the  neck,  uutil  they  severed  the  bead  from  the 
boJy.  Dr.  Rosa  found  several  wouuds  on  the  ohouidcr, 
made  with  some  cutting  imtniment,  and  the  head  bad 
evidently  been  severed  by  blows  from  the  trunk.* 

lu  1 S4S,  A  CUittnfjong  girl  of  about  sixteen  murdered  her 
husband,  an  old  Brahmiu  of  60,  by  euttiiig  off  bis  head 
whilst  he  was  asleep  with  the  large  two-handed  knife  oscd 

in  sacrifices. t 

lu  1850,  a  Dome,  of  Banuiet,  in  a  state  of  frenzy,  without 
apparent  reason,  came  up  to  where  hiti  brother's  wife  was 
standing  with  other  women,  and  struck  ofi*  her  head  with 
a  (Ihaa.  The  by-staurlcra  were  too  much  alarmed  to  appre> 
bend  him ;  he  escaped  aud  was  nut  iigain  heard  nf.) 

In  May  1854,  a  case  was  tried,  at  Agra,  whieh  iltuatrnted 
the  deatlly  certainty  with  which  natives  accustomed  to  the 
use  of  the  tulwar  slay  by  decapitation.  One  Knmbuksh,  • 
Sepoy,  having  gouc  with  three  of  his  comrades  to  vritncsi 
the  religious  ccromoaics  at  Gobardhun,  suddenly  and,  as  far 
09  eould  be  ascertained,  without  any  provocation,  drew  fati 
Bword  and,  attacking  one  of  his  comrades,  severed  his  head 
from  liis  body,  and  immediately  went  onwards  and  decapi- 
tated three  harmlesa  women  before  he  was  arrested ;  which, 
however,  was  oot  effected  until  bis  left  forvarm  was  severed 
from  his  body.  His  companions  declared  that  they  had 
knonn  him  five  or  sii  years ;  that  he  was  a  quiet  ta- 
offeusive  man,  and  was  not  intoxicated  at  the  tinao  of 
committing  this  act,  nor  was  he  even  suspected  of  being 
insane."^ 

*  Ninuant  Adanlut  Ri'iiorU.  Ut  .Funiiary  XttM,  p.  I. 
t  Pi>lic«  Itcpan,  L.  P..  tS1^  p.  tl. 

I  SiMiout  AiUwIui  Baporia.  IT.  W.  P.,  for  May  1834,  p^  S79l 


I 
I 


IN    BBNQAL    AND    TEIB    K.    W.    PHOVINCBS. 


285 


CUT  TUHOAT. 

By  far  tlic  larger  proportion  of  murders  of  this  kind,  wbich 
come  uniler  judicial  aud  mctlioil  iuvcstigntion  iu  Indian  are 
to  be  traced  to  feelings  of  scxwaI  jenlousT  and  injured  houoft 
It  vFQuld  nppcar  from  the  details  of  scvcrul  cases  that  llii« 
mode  of  destruction  is  often  dcliberAtely  selected  as  the 
punishment  of  Adultery  aud  Unchiiatity,  aud  that  tlic  wound 
iu  the  throat  is  intended  to  he  viewed  ns  na  indication  or 
*•  Signature"  of  the  cpiiuc  for  which  the  decenscd  hat 
suffered.  As  will  Tjg  shown  in  aeveml  pnrts  of  this  Manual, 
particular  puuishmcuts  arc  frequently  awarded  by  the  people 
of  India  to  particular  crimes,  especially  in  ciisca  of  jealousy, 
la  the  present  inatance,  however,  too  much  dependence  must 
not  be  phiced  upon  circumatantlal  evidence  of  this  Itind,  as 
many  cases  of  murder  by  cutting  the  throat  are  recorded  in 
which,  the  existence  of  such  n  motive  was  not  apparent. 
Still  the  following  cabcr  show  that  the  question  broached 
above  deserves  attention  and  iavcstigation, 

Hurrco  was  tried  at  Bnretlly  for  the  murder  of  Uijoon. 
He  fitnted  as  followsj  in  hia  confession  before  the  Joint- 
Magistrate.  I  strangled  Uijoon,  my  neighbour.  I  was  asleep 
under  a  thatch  in  my  enclosure;  my  wife  vns  aeleop  in  mj 
apartment.  At  three  o'clock,  Urjoon  leapt  over  the  wall 
into  the  CQcIosurc.  I  was  arouacd  and  called  out — who  is 
it?  He  gave  no  answer;  I,  supposing  him  to  be  a  thief^ 
endeavoured  to  seize  him;  be  sat  down  iu  a  corner  of  the 
wall ;  I  took  a  hempen  rope  aud  put  it  as  a  nooac  over  Iiia 
neck.  I  drew  it  tight,  so  that  the  thi«f  fell  down,  aud  I 
quickly  got  on  him  and  strangled  him  by  means  of  the  rope. 
Wlien  he  was  dead,  1  got  afraid,  and,  taking  up  the  deceased 
on  my  shoulder*,  went  out  and  threw  the  body  iu  the  confinca 
of  the  adjoining  village  ;  aud,  iu  throwing  it  down,  T,  from 
rage,  cut  it  with  a  aword,  so  that  the  neck  was  cut  through, 
nearly  severed  from  the  trunk.    The  Judges  of  both  courts 
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regarded  it  as  probnble  that  tlie  prisoner  detected  tbe 
deceased  iu  a  iiocturtiiil  visit  to  liis  wife,  in  pros«cutiou  of 
an  intrigue,  nnd  that  ho  put  him  to  death,  veil  knoirin| 
trho  lie  yraa  and.  for  what  purpose  be  had  come,*  ' 

Tbia  case  bos  great  liigiillicaitce,  wbeu  taken  in  couaexioa 
vith  the  two  other  sinillar  iustaiicea  cited  at  pages  252  acd 
276  of  this  Mauunl,  iu  wliicb  the  necks  of  persons  M»r< 
tiered  for  adultery  were  hacked  qfCer  death  by  the  offended 
parties. 

At  about  the  same   time,  Muurftkhund,  of  Futlcliporc, 
confessed  before  the  Magistrate  that,  fiftceD  days  previously, 
be  saw  one  Dnbeedccn  cohabiting  -with  kia  wife,   but  he 
escaped.     Afterwards  the  man  came  to  hia  honsc  ;  z  verbal 
dispute  ensued.     Dabeedeeu  poked  him  with  a  Inttce  on  the 
month,  whcrcnpon  be  drew  him  into  the  vestibule   of  the 
bouse,  and,  having  throttled  him,  cut  his  throat  with  a 
kuilII  h\\int  hoe  or  khoorjiee.     He,  of  his  own  acvord,  then 
tuld  the   police  that  be  bud  killed  the  man,  and  produced 
from  an    inner    apartment  of  his  house,  iruui  a  quantity 
of  cbnif,  n  bundle  which,  on  being  opened,  was  found  to 
contain   the  corpse  of  the  dcccuscd.     A  purse  containing   22 
rupees  was  found  about  the  person  of  the  murdered  man. 
The  sessions  judge  remarked  that,   by  the  prisoner's  own 
account,  the  act  of  cutting  tlie  raau'a  throat  did  not  follow 
immcdiatt-ly  ou  the  prorocatiun,  but  first  be  got  biui  down, 
planted  bin  knee  on  liia  breast,  and  throttled  bim.t     This 
last  point  is  of  some  importance,  as  bearing  upon  a  quea* 
tion  which  was  raised  in  a  trial  wbleb  took  place  not  long 
since  in  one  of  the  Courts  of  tlie  N.    W.    Provinces,    aa 
to  whether  the  prisoner  bad  not  thrown  a  man  down  mcrelj- 
with    the    intention    of  cutting   off  his   nose, — tho 
pnnisliment  of  adultcrj-, — without  premeditation  of  m 


I 


*  Sinunut  Adftwlul  lU-poru.  N  W.  F-,  2nd  July  Ui\  p.  flia. 
t  Hid,  amh  June  1«13.  p.  80C. 


mcreij    ^n 

usual  ^M 

urder;  ^| 

I 
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but,  ciiJaiigercd  or  enraged  by  the  man's  struggles,  had  cut 
his  tliroat.* 

RanisuIiRce  confessed,  before  the  Joint  Magistrate  of  Alia- 
linbud,  that,  finding  a  iiiaa  iu  the  act  of  coinmilting  adultery 
with  his  wife,  he  looked  about  for  some  weapoa  with  vhich  to 
kill  him.  The  adulterer,  iu  th'C  ineaa  time,  escaped.  Finding- 
a  raxor,  he  killed  his  wife  and  Hcd.  Tlie  throat  of  the  uufor- 
tuuate  woman  was  cut  through,  her  breasts  were  sliced  open, 
and  Ihe  belly  vns  ripped  across,  so  that  a  foetus  of  five  months 
vraa  expelled  through  the  wound  from  the  woixih.f 

Standing  alone,  this  case  vould  merely  be  regarded  as  an 
instance  of  wild  brutality,  the  nlmosC  accidental  result  of 
ilUrcgulatcd  passious  uuenduratly  outraged.  It,  howorer, 
gains  n  terrible  sig-nificmico  when  its  details  are  compared 
with  those  of  another  case  reported  by  Mr.  AVilkie,  then  of 
Dinagoporo,  sGTernl  years  previouily ;  in  which  the  body 
of  a  iromaa  was  sent  in  for  esaminntioQ  with  her  throat 
frij^htrully  cut  and  several  gashes  ou  the  breasts,  and  with 
both  the  ears  cut  off — the  lutter  mutilation,  wheu  it  appears 
upon  the  body  of  n  murdered  person,  being  an  almost 
certain  evidence  that  death  has  been  the  penally  of  iidnltery. 
In  neither  case  then  enn  the  crime  be  viewed  merely  as  nn 
outburst  of  blind  fury; — each  murderer,  doubtless,  acted  ac- 
cording to  a  certain  foriu  and  precedent  of  aacicut  tradition. 

The  other  recorded  instances  of  the  commissioa  of  this 
crime,  for  the  name  cause,  arc  ao  numerous  that  a  few  of  them 
can  only  be  briefly  meutluned.  A  man  confessed  that  he 
found  his  wife  in  adultery  ;  and,  in  his  rage,  went  to  a  near 
neighbour's  house  for  a  razor,  with  which  he  cut  her  throftt.] 

*  Sea  nUo  Nixainut  AduwUit  It«porU,  TX.  W.  P.,  JnnLiu-y  '  IS53.  p.  32. 

f  NiujTiuC  Adanlut  Rpportit,  Jt.  W.  P,.  AuKa*!  I9(h  18M.  p.  Ivlt.     A 
FMo  MimrvhU  oimiUtr  In  Uiin  occnrn^  in  ihr  MonrBhcdabul  DMtrJL^i  iu  |B<a, 
where  k  bnrbor  ws*  mniiptMl  of  rourdf  ring  bis  wife  in  ih*  night  hy  cutting 
her  all  over  the  body  with  *  r«*<ir.— Palicc  It^pnrt,  L.  J*.,  164S,  f.  59, 
t  Kiunua  Adkwlui  BcporUk  tdL  li.  pi  233. 
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A.  person,  auapectinff  his  vife  of  infidelity,  ik(\cr  n  aliort 
dispute,  dclibRmtcly  took  a  knife,  threw  licr  dotm  upon 
the  grounJ  and  cut  her  throat.*  A  mnn  waylaid  one  who 
had  intrigued  with  his  wife,  kuockcd  hiui  dowii,  aud  cut  bis 
throAt  from  etir  to  eitr.t  A  person  acknowledged  that  he  bad 
cut  the  throat  of  one  who  hiid  intrigued  with  his  wife,  and 
four  others  confc&scd  that  thf^y  hnd  been  preseat  aiding  and 
abcttitig  ;  the  huily,  howcvur,  w«b  uevcr  found, — tlic  prisoners 
were,  therefore,  released.^  Two  men  cut  the  throat  of  their 
uncle,  with  a  sword,  fur  having  abducted  their  mother,  hii 
own  8ister-ia-lftw.§  A  man,  en&pecting  his  wifeof  intrigae, 
cut  her  throat  and  liis  own  with  a  sword.  1| 


4 


"  I'olioi!  lU-puri,  L.  P.,  ISie,  p.  »l. 
t  Kul,  IBU.  p.  19.  X  '6.</.  1851,  p.  M. 

§  NixBtnnt  Aduwlut  Ife-puftu.  N.  "W.  p.,  Sfpt  I  IS.'.n^p.  lOS^ 
n  nil/,  fv^fit.  XTdi  iSii,  p.  IIUD.  It  may  ^  Korealy  vM  vf  plucv  to 
tinn  hpTf  thai  ibtrro  nro  nn«  or  two  poinU  ythith  appear  to  raodvr  Uw  numl 
Tcluiioiia  uf  tliu  crime  <it  hoiuidilr  on  account  nf  SiixubI  Jcnluusy  in  Zndtft 
■QuiQwbuC  alilli>r«nt  from  thii«  wliioh  leaJ  li>  Ihc  coinmiiuiiou  of  timiUr  vjolonet 
Id  inor»ciillix»d  ijountrin*.  Thii«, — lli(<  anniKMif  ili-iKruoi.'  nuil  uf  uutragcd 
hoU'JT  i»  corlKialj  »»  Btmijf;  unoti)-  tlivrtc  monltlj'  rffij-Milfiil  pt«pl«;  »*  it  U 
wilh  any  p*qpiu  in  tha  world.  Thin  it  thown  in  tlii*  niDKul&r  foci  that  Uw 
wlultrcu  •omoliniva  tirjpM  li«r  liuttiiuiil  to  vocrilivo  lier  lifD,  U>  radreM  lu* 
buliur.  A  uau  put  ht»  wifi.'  Ui  duoth,  nt  hpr  nwn  rnijiinHl,  in  I'UUMXjwntoa  of 
h«T  lotN  <f(  honor  from  harinj;  bevii  vti>lati>J  by  eeveral  pcrtont.*  Tliu  b 
intnlligibtv  cnoiij^h,  Uocurring  many  yoars  ngo  Iq  Ben^l,  ii  iUiulraivs  th* 
*xlnii,riiiiary  tUWuianl  of  lUnisuliiKc,  D  mna  nf  Uiv  Xordi-WME  tried  in 
1S33,  Uw  priMinur  hIiiibo  rjutn  is  uurralwl  nliovo  at  p.  SS7,  lo  the  otfiMi  lliu^ 
an  improper  latuiiauj  liwl.  witbiu  liia  kuiiwlmlgiT  imJ  oliirrratiun,  utiMed 
fur  wauo  tinw  prviiounly  Uttwiiim  a  curliiin  tntn  and  his  wifo.  "  vAu  ioJ 
/mjuetidg  tpoken  In  Jti'ia  (thrfiriaonrr)  on  /hf  n^Vcf.  ant/  uri^eif  Aim  to  kill  lUr 
to  M(M  tie hrmor  t>J' iltt/anilj/."  Ktill  thftr«  naa  ei4iry  rviMoii  Tiv  IwlipTiug  ibe 
priaonar'a  suttoracoi  Uiat  he  rmiiKl  tbiii  name  nian  in  iho  kti  of  ailultrry 
wilh  hi«  «ir«,  and  Ihra  put  hor  to  doalli  I  It  uajr  a|i{>car  Bti>^»r  that  •» 
JmIoui  a  peuplo  ftkunld.  not  nnrrvqiiMitly.  tw  billing  t»  m-vrliiok,  K>r  a  tiaw, 
th«  uncJiadity  of  ihcir  wir<^-tliiii<  fcow«v«r,  i*  probobty  in  a  gmt  Bcamro 
owing:  to  (htr  f«din|{,  no  coininon  among  naliTo*.  Unit  il  U  tlio  (>x|iftHm  wblek 


.f  inmut  Ailaalui  U*pan»  irol.  t.,  p.  I. 
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Coaca  from  time  to  time  occur,  ia  irhicli  natives  iiifiiot 
wounils  upon  their  ovo  throatti,  either  irith  a  suicidal 
iuteiition,  or  with  a  design  tu  Recuse  otliers  of  tiie  crime. 
I,  some  time  since,  examined  the  body  of  a  man  who,  hanng 
long  suQered  from  bu  incurable  bowel  complaint,  wa$  said  to 
bavc  destroyed  timsclf  in  despair.  I  found  a  wound  oo  the 
throat  sufficiently  largo  to  account  fur  dcntli^  although  not 
involving  cither  carotid ;  the  body  wfts  mucli  cinacijited,  and 
the  bowels  showed  abundant  traces  of  cliroiiic  disease. 

lu  1839,  a  woman  of  Mymcu»iug,  when  siiflcring  from  a 
parotysm  of  paiu  in  her  stomach  to  which  the  had  been 

coDttiluldt  the  diflgTbce^  nnd  in  pnrt  slta  to  the  umaity  of  tlw  ptiniHhiiient 
gcniMullj  iii8ict«d  \iy  tb«  Cuurla  in  nearly  oU  cM«a  vf  tbU  kind  H'bcra  th« 
giiiJCy  porcioa  cannot  be  promil  to  hart  bM-n  iliacororad  ia  lh«  act.  Cuiixitltir- 
inj;  buw  poor,  dishoiint  anJ  Diorull/  •li'^jmiliKl  Iht-  (^eu^ralit;  uf  the  natiies 
a.Tv.  it  it  nvtthy  nf  mnaric  thu  t  have  uriuvi-'Ij'  taand  in  my  rniulin};  any  in- 
Btaucni  tu  Kbtch  it  cuuld  b*  rull]r  provod  ihnt  a  UiaduorMuMuliuaiin  hunlnml 
eonnii-nl  uL  bit  own  di&liuiicir  with  b  merccaary  imitivu.  An  apparmt 
esi!(.'i>tiun  to  tliit  ruk-  occurred  in  I6i*,  ia  thi-  cue  of  one  Odcri,  of  BarcdJy, 
who,  bociiming  nrarly  lilind.  was  tuitl  tii  biivu  maili'  nrnr  hig  tHfd  to  oii'Dtlii.'r 
man,  go  cuudtliuu  uT  ruci^ivin];  fuud  nnil  clDtbii);;— ihvy  nil  thmo  liTod  in  uriu 
hoiiM.  I'te  MMult  wai  thnt,  ift»r  fruquoat  diifiabM,  ko  liUI«d  tho  (todula 
with  rvpeaied  ayarA  cuta  noil  tbeu  surreadvred  to  tho  puUcc  milli  Ihv  blood; 
weapon  in  his  liiuuL  Aocxi-iling  lo  Sir  J'^lin  UaIcoIim,  thu  Sililis  du  not 
punlsb  a  aian  nlio  DionJcr*  his  nire  fir  itiGtlvllty.  Tlie  ChiL'f  ova,  if  bo 
were  to  puDisli  aurb  •  hii«band— kII  llie  wamm  id  tlie  country  miiilil  bunuinu 
iin Dulhfiil.  Word  tumliona  tbol,  arrnrding  to  lh«  Ilinitu  trriptuiY-s.  tbo 
loarit*  Mid  d«nivrtbi  uf  hmtiuui  and  wifiri  ftr*  tnuufural>io  to  «icli«r  in  thr 
tutan  flat*:  if  a  wifo  perform  many  mcrituriuus  w«rk>,  and  the  tiiiatmnd 
diu  llr»t,  liv  will  enjoy  hokcfn  Bd  the  friiit  uf  hi*  wifo's  virtiiniii  dM>dii  ',  ntid, 
if  UiL- wife  1h'  guilty  oriuanywickoi)  actions,  anil  tbchiubnnd  die  Gnt.  hewfll 
Buffvr  f'.T  Ibc  (inivf  hi*  wife. 
"  Anadultvruut  wifo  viwht  tho  guilt  on  bcr  tu^ligvat  biubwxL" — iVnu 

chftp.  viiLasir. 

A  man  «bo  bad  hitlt^  hit  anfuithfiil  wlfi>  di^^larcd.  at  bl<  triiiL  Uiat,  oxr\tig 
lo  th«  dlsgncfi  wliicb  rfte  bad  broaght  iip«B  him,  "  be  «■»  dvaJ  U-Fikv,  but 
tlinlnDir  liu  »u  *1ii«  Hffkin,  anil  qiiitr  iadiflim-iil  oa  lo  vrblt  woa  donu  to 
liisD."— Kuamiil.  Adawtat  Beporia,  N.  W.  P-,  3nl  Ktrnmbcr  IS^'i,  p.  \3<i9. 
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for  some  time  subject,  took  up  a  sickle  and  killed  her  two 
ehildren,  nrid  then  endeavoured  to  cut  her  own  thront.* 
Further  remtirks  upon  this  carious  subject  will  be  fouod  in 
tLc  cltapter»  on  Suicide  and  Insanity. 

In  certain  cases  of  cut  tbioat,  the  fingers  arc  found  to  be 
injured,  thua  furnishing  most  convincing  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  homicide  baa  been  committed, — bb  in  the  following 
instances : 

In  Januaiy  1852,  n  Miisaulmnun  was  tried  »it  Hjmcnsing 
for  cutting  the  throat  of  his  step-mother,  and  eeparatiag  the 
head  from  the  body,  with  a  loug  knife  used  fur  killing  aui* 
mala.  The  evidence  of  the  Civil  Surgeon  showed  that  the 
body  presented  fifteen  other  ipounds — six  on  the  back,  one 
on  the  head,  three  on  the  right  side  of  the  face  and  chin, 
one  in  the  bend  of  the  arm,  and  the  rest  on  the  hands.  11© 
stilted  thnt  bis  raothcr-in-law  (a  woman  of  notoriously  ill- 
temper)  denied  him  food  and  a  fire  when  he  was  suffering 
from  ague,  and  endeavored  to  kill  him  with  the  knife,  which 
he  then  turned  against  herself.f 

In  the  case  of  a  poor  child  six  years  old,  whose  throat 
was  cut  from  ear  to  car  and  to  the  spine,  by  a  wretch  who 
fitole  bis  ornaments,  one  slight  incised  ivound  -irns  also  found  ^| 
on  the  back  of  the  left  hand.t  ^" 

It  happens  very  much  more  frequently,  however,  that, 
although  the  characters  of  the  wound  are  such  as  to^| 
render  it  a  matter  of  certiiinty  that  the  individual  did  not 
perish  by  suicide,  the  hands  are  perfectly  free  from  any 
trace  of  injury  whatever.  Tiiis  is  often  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that,  aa  in  the  case  of  Lord  W.  Russell,  who  was  murder-  ^| 
-■*   by  Courvoisicr   in   1840^  the  Tictim  receives   the    fint 


I 


■  rolioe  ItMptttt,  h.  P^  for  IS«,  p.  67. 

t  Nliamul  Adawlut  Ki'ivirU.  *ol,  ii,,  pirl  1,  p,  no, 

t  KiniBut  Adawlut  Ei'porW,  N.  W.  P.,  2ua  October  18i2,  p.  Hai. 
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blow  wtiilc  sleeping  ;*  and,  should  tlic  murderer  purpose  to 
repeat  it,  he  refrains  from  doing  so  until  hajmorrhngc  has 
preclutleJ  all  power  orrtsistaiice  or  moTCincat. 

Dahoo  Joolnlia  confessed,  upon  his  triftl  nt  Behar  in 
1852,  that,  his  wife  hnvtng  nbuacd  Itim  iu  the  cvouing, 
bo  united  until  mid-night,  Etod  then,  deliberately  liglitiog 
a  lamp,  cut  her  tliroat  with  the  common  knife  of  tho 
house-t 

Abottt  a  year  since,  I  examined  the  exhumed  body  of  r 
Hussnlmnnn  girl  14  or  Id  years  of  nge.  The  throat  had  been 
BCTcred  by  enomioua  wounds,  evidently  inflicted  by  repented 
chops  n'ith  a  rather  blunt  instTumcnt  (a  emnll  but  heavy 
sickle  vas  produced),  The  vertebra:  vTcre  completely  divid- 
ed. All  that  could  be  clearly  ascertnined  -vfns,  that  she  had 
gone  to  rest  with  her  husband,  that  he  had  ubacoudcd,  and 
her  body  was  found  in  the  above  condition.  The  hands 
were  uninjured. 

The  records  show  that  tins  mode  of  committing  mur- 
der is  of  considerable  frequency.  When  the  tiugcrs  are 
uncut,  and  when  the  nature  of  the  wound  is  such  as  to 
prove  that  it  could  not  hare  been  self-inflicted,  or  the  mur- 
dered person  is  so  young  that  till  suspicion  of  suicide  rauBt 
be  out  of  the  question,  it  will  be  necessary  to  institute 
uioutG  inquiries,  ns  to  whether  the  deceased  was  or  was  not 
asleep  when  the  fatal  blow  was  struck.  When  it  is  probable 
that  the  deceased  •wmt  not  asleep  or  insensible  when  attacked, 
the  absence  of  wouuda  on  the  hands  must  afford  a  strong 
preanmption  that  the  murderer  was  aided  by  accomplices,  as 
iu  u  case  tried  at  Bhaiigulpoic  iu  1853,  where  it  appeared 
certain  that  a  discharged  servant  had  enticed  his  late  master's 
son  into  a  field,  and  there,  aided  by  three  other  persons. 


•  'riiore  WM,  lioi*cT«r,  n  wnund  iin  lie  ihumb  vt  LonI  W.  RumcII'j  tight 
haiiil,  which  muiit  have  bcoainuinctirely  tsUodbbfure  the  ttrakeiiasfloiAhod. 
t  Muinut  Adftwlui  ItcporlJi,  vot.  ii.,  part  I  iar  1833,  p.  34. 
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It  Ad  cut  tlic  cliiWs  throaty  nut!  stripped  the  boO/  of  iti 
orniinicntti.* 

A  man,  of  llimgpore,  hnviug  been  too  iatimatc  with  k 
femtJc  in  the  service  of  the  same  employer,  and  she  proTinu 
with  child,  he  wax  afraid  that,  wbeu  the  iutrigue  iras  dis- 
covered, bo  would  be  punished.  He  Rccordiiigly  inveigled 
her  out  one  night  to  a  t)lacc  where  two  of  hi»  frieuds  were 
ready.  They  Bei2ed  her,  each  hyldiug  uu  nrui  nnd  leg,  md 
the  tliird  cut  her  thruat.  They  tlien  threw  the  body  iuto  a 
well,  which  they  filled  iip.+ 

la  a  case  tried  at  MonidabaO,  ia  1852,  it  uppearcd  that  a 
hoy  eleven  years  old,  Iiad  been  murdered  by  stabs  in  the 
throat,  apparently  iuflictcd  with  a  knife,  which  had  passed 
irom  the  right  side  clenu  through  the  throat  to  the  left. 
The  child's  grcat-graud-roother  declared  thnt  she  hnd  seen 
one  man  liolding  him  down  while  the  other  etubbed  him,  bnt 
the  evidence  of  the  chief  witnesses  was  discrepant,  and  the 
accused  were  acquitted-! 

In  the  following  cases,  however,  n  prcsomption — founded 

upon  the  uninjured  state  of  the  hands — that  the  deceased 

had  been  held,  or  had  been  murdered  whUc  sleeping  would 

probably  have  been  erroneous.     In  February  of  the  previous 

1  year,  one  Siiaiucbaud  couluaaed,  on  trial,  as  fuilows  :  "  1  had 

H^  given  the  deceased  rupees  six  to  keep.     On  tlie  day  of  tha 

r 

m 
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*  Kiaimnt   Ailnwiut  IbitorU.   to),  ill.,  part  I   ISAS,  p,  itiZ     Sn>  abo 
oftM  in  nliith  llic  itiriial  uf  a  uouiun  nns  cut  by  two  per»u(i>~ iithi-rs  holding 
liiT.     tliiil,  [J.  177.    Alio  KoporU  of  the  KiuLmuC    AiIuhIui,  JH,  'VT.  P^i 
lor  Auguit  IS54,  p.  S37. 

t  NiumuC  Adawlut  Rcporti,  N-  W-P-.^nd  Aiignst  1S»9.  p.T78. 

(  The  niunWrcr*  opimr  inhnri?  litm  trinpu-il  m  the  urimL' tijr  ihe  poof^ 
clliUl'ii  vlily  oruumcm,  n  talxr  kmlrr,  n  tiich  nfti  n-orth  one  rapte,  «^t  amtMk* 
The  Souitins  Judge  reuiackc-i  tUui  hii  (.■x|>crii)Dci'  U>ld  him  that  dio  DUiru  of 
India  will  morder  Tor  btmi  a  icM  tixluiililo  article.* 

•  HUunul  Uialal  Hfvoru.  N.  W.  P.,  iBO  Au(iut  ISS),  p.  TIM, 
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occurrence  1  cixlled  him  to  my  home,  and  seated  him  down 
to  smoke  ;  1  nsUcd  bim  for  the  rupees  six,  ami  he  dciiiod  my 
giving  them  to  him.  In  n  passion,  I  took  a  d/iac  whicli  vaa 
in  the  chopper  of  the  house  and.  calling  him  inside,  cut  him 
with  it  fts  he  put  his  bend  inside."  The  Snb-Anifistant 
Surgeon  noted  diSereat  wounds  ahuiit  the  neck,  and  stated 
thnt  both  carotid  arteries  vcrc  cut,  and  that  the  wound  was 
aa  of  a  drawing  cut.  It  appeared  that  the  dhao  was  seven- 
teen iacbes  long  and  very  sbarp.  Wheu  it  is  recollected 
that  a  man  ranst  enter  the  low  doorway  of  a  native  but  with 
his  body  at  n  ri^ht  angle,  and  bis  ucck  cruucd  furnurd,  the 
posslbibt}'  of  iuflictlng  n  fatal  cut  upon  the  throat,  as  it  wai 
adviinced,  before  the  bauds  could  be  raised  to  protect  it, 
must  be  self-evident. 

In  June  1854,  Pursbad,  a  barber,  was  sentenced  eapitalljr 
fur  the  murder  of  Bishan,  one  of  his  own  trade.  The 
deceased  having  gone  into  a  Held,  for  the  purposes  of  nature, 
the  prisoner,  wiitcbiug  bis  opportunity,  rushed  on  bim  and 
cut  bia  ibroat  with  a  ra^or.  Here  the  uucspectcd  nature  of 
the  attack  and,  probably,  the  skill  of  the  crimianl  in  the 
use  of  his  weapon,  would  have  to  be  taken  into  account.* 

An  important  question  arose  iu  n  trial  at  Jubbulpore,  as 
to  wfielAcr  death  had  beeu  caustd  dy  a  tcound  oa  the  Tliroat  or 
an  it^unj  to  Ute  Head.  A  young  man  killed  his  pregnant 
wife  iu  the  night  and  di8a|)peared.  lie  afterwards  surren- 
dered  himself  voluntarily,  lie  coufi'saed  that,  aftur  retir- 
ing with  his  wife,  nn  altercation  arose  regarding  her  un- 
faithful conduct,  when  he  aeiicd  an  iron  bar  called  khurma, 
weighing  twelve  pounds,  which  lay  by,  and  struck  her  on 
the  head.  She  tlen  drew  out  from  u  niche  in  the  wall  an 
iron  dagger  {ktUlar,)  and  inflicted  with  it  a  mortal  wound 
ou  her  own  throat.  The  medical  testimony  showed  thnt 
death  was  caused  by  either  or  both  of  two  wounds  of  % 


394 
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mortal  nitnre,  tbe  skull  vas  fractured  at  the  vertex, 
Iwaten  in  upon  tbe  brain,  anil  tbe  throat  was  so  aercrelr 
cut,  or  stabbed,  tbat  the  result  must  Hatc  been  quickljfataL 
It  waa  licid  by  tbe  ScKioas  Judge  that  such  a  blow  or 
blows  as  produced  tbe  &actaie  obaeired  must,  aM  was  de- 
clared br  tbe  medical  officer,  have  been  follotrcd  bjr  inataat 
insenaibilitr,  making  the  subsequent  act  of  suicide  impaled 
clearly  impossible,  even  if  there  were  any  coloring  of  cir- 
camitaotial  probability  to  sustain  it.  It  could  only  be 
inferred  that  tfao  prisoner,  in  order  to  make  sure  of  bia 
object,  followed  up  tbe  blow  on  tbe  bead  by  the  wound  to 
the  throat.  Under  any  light  in  wbicb  it  could  be  riewed, 
be  considered  that  the  prisoner'a  feeble  efTort  to  soften  thf 
extent  of  his  guilt  was,  in  tbe  face  of  the  clear  medical 
proof,  wholly  idle.* 

Tbe  reports  show  that  the  question  "Can  au  imiiTidual, 
whose  windpipe  is  cat  speak  iutclligibly?"  is  frequently 
put  to  the  medical  witness.  The  answer  appears  generally 
to  bare  been  "  No. — Dirision  of  tbe  windpipe  altogether 
destroys  the  power  of  speech  ."t  It  is  certain^  however, 
that  this  assertion  requires  to  be  quattficd.  I'udoubtedlv, 
even  partial  division  of  the  trachea  n  often  attended  with 
loss  of  speech.  Still,  where  drcasiugs  have  becu  carefully 
applied,  and  the  wound  nearly  closed,  the  divided  tuba 
becomes  contiuuoua,  and  whispered  speech  is  possible. 
Indeed,  eveu  where  the  wound  is  uncovered,  the  power 
of  utterance  may  not  be  entirely  lost.  In  a  case  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Davies,  of  Patna,  of  a  man  who  waa  admitted 
on  the  8th  of  tbe  mouth  with  the  wirulprpc  nearly  cut 
through,  and  died  on  the  Idlb,  liaYiitg  ulirays  turn  off  hia 
dressings,    it  is   mentioned  that  be  "talked  incoherentlv." 


•  Siaunul  A-Jawlnt  Il»|<nrU,  N.  W.  P.,  Sih  Way  1S&3.  p.  C4S. 
-f  "  Whi'ii  the  lriu*hi.'n  IB  ilividtit,  tlii'   Toic«r   ia  lust" — Tuj'lor.  p.   309,   Stlt 
Edition. — Tlui  above  U  cited  in  Ba}-u*'i  Medirnl  Juritprudt^oco.  p.  GG. 
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Agnin,  in  B  case  of  complete  divisiou  of  iKc  throat  bctwcon 
the  byoid  bone  and  the  thyroid  cartil»ge,  Mr.  Macnash 
reported  that  the  patient  spoke  and  wiis  nbie  to  iiinke  herself 
understood.  Here,  however,  the  vocal  iipparatus  was,  pro- 
b&blr,  uciirly  uninjured.  After  the  lirat  publication  of  these 
remarks,  I  treated  the  case  of  a  woman  who  liad  cut  bcr 
throat  80  cxtenBivcIy,  just  above  the  thyroid  cartilu^e,  that 
the  arytiBDoid  cartilage*  were  visible.  The  wouud  was 
granulating  when  I  first  saw  her  j  when  ahe  closed  it,  by 
holding  down  her  hcad,Bhc  could  spciik  audibly  in  ^vhispers. 
isurvit'ai  after  wountis  of  the  Carotid  Arterm. — Jit.  Taylor 
remarks  that,  "  There  are  several  casosoa  record  which  show 
thftt  wounds  involving  the  common  carotid  artery  and  its 
branches,  as  well  83  the  internal  jugular  vein,  do  not  prevent 
the  individual  from  exercising  voluntary  power  and  running 
n  certain  distance.""  Mr.  D.  Tycrman,  of  Colney  Hatch 
Asylum,  has,  I  believe,  been  bo  fortunate  as  to  «avc  life  in 
an  instant  in  wluch  the  common  carotid  was  divided. 
'Woundu  of  the  externa],  and  even  of  the  iatcrnal  carotid 
brnnchee,  are  by  no  means  certainly  fatal.f  Every  Surgeoa 
who  reads  the  following  case,  will  regret  that  itH  detailH  are 
not  more  full  and  explicit;  a-i  it  stands,  it  would  appear  to 
prove  the  possibility  of  survival  for  aomc  hours  after  division 
of  the  camimn  carotid  artery,  even  where  no  surgical  means 
have  been  adopted, — hut  tliia  is  by  no  meanti  certain.  It 
appeared  that  a  man  waa  aroused  iu  the  night  by  two 
thieves,  who  were  in  the  act  of  stealing  in  his  house.  In 
■truggling  with  them,  oue  of  them  cut  him  in  the  neck,  and 


•  Op.  Cit  p.  aofl. 
t  Od'C  oflhottteai  nnd  moiA  dmnonitralii-a  cues  of  inciwd  nound  of  the 
cxlwrnal  carotid,  Lii  wlii«li  htvmorrkflg*  wot  ^hochcd  bj'  tyacopc,  uul  witcrv 
Ui«  common  caratid  ¥nu  livd  nilli  tomiKinu-y  xuixats.  fans  aJio  beon  glvcii  by 
Mr.  Tjcrmin.  Mtd.  Timu  and  &iiitl'«,  October  18S4,  p.  36S.  For  olhn 
i'BMi,  wu  Mr.  Oulhrit-'i  "  CuiuaiiniUiIuH,''  p.  MO. 
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thoj  escaped.    Aiter  receiving  tLe  cut,  he  mid  that  be  had 
•ccn  the  prisoners,  whom  be  nnnted,  Htealittg  his  ffoor,  that  be 
had  icizcd  one  of  them  nnil  that  the  other  cut  him  on  the 
neck  with  a  dkao,  or  knife,  and  both  mstde  tbcir  escape. 
The  iiecuscd,  iiot  bflviiig  como  vtth  Iho  other  ueigbboun, 
were  sent  fur  and  confronted  vrilli  the  irouadcd  man,   who 
accused  them  n^  above.     The  man's  brother  Htated  that  the 
occurrence  happeucd   "  lalv  at  night,"  and  that  "•/  tea*  tkn 
moonlight."    The  mnti  died  "  the  folhwing  day.'*     TIic  Ci«U 
Surgcou'3  evidence  was  as  fullows: — "I  fouud  an  irregular 
deep    wound   on  the  iicck,    nppnrently  caused  by  a    sfaatp 
pointed  iiistrumcDt ;  the  wound,  in  ray  opinion,  uas  nut  can** 
ed  by  tlie  decensed'a  ovn  hand;  the  carotid  artsbt  »a> 
divided,  and  dec>i:u!i<;d  had  bled  to  death.     The  notind,  from 
its  irrt'<jidar  appenrnnce,  seemed  to  hate  been  inflicted  dur- 
ing ft  otrugglc,  such  as  you  meutioa  bctnccatho  two  parties." 

In  the  Miigistrate's  court,  the  accased  ptcadcU  that  de- 
ceased, when  asked  by  thera  to  name  tiie  persons  who 
wounded  bini,  ffave  no  aTunrer.  They  denied  their  guilt 
throughout.  One  wns  senteuced  to  be  hanged — the  other 
to  transportation  for  life. 

Here  tlie  question  is — was  it  the  Exitmal  carotid  artery 
or  tlie  Common  carotid  that  was  wounded?  If  it  was  the 
former,  which,  howcTer,  being  merely  n  branch  of  the  main 
carotid  trunk,  is  never  termed  by  Surgeons  "  the  Carotid 
Artery,"  the  statements  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution 
vorc po3»ible,  supposing  that  the  vessel  was  rather  lacerated 
timu  cut  through  by  the  point  of  a  blunti^h  wcflpon  Uhc  a 
d/iao^  If  the  Common  Carotid  artery  was  the  vessel  divided, 
that  tratimony  couhl  only  be  regarded  ns  jiiat  within  the 
extromcst  limits  of  possibility.  No  Surgeon  will  be  pre- 
pared to  deny  that  this  vessel  might  bceomc  oecludod  by 
a  temporary  clot,  if  divided  by  a  coarse  tearing  weapon, — bat 
Ican&s»crt,  witli  tUc  utmost  confidence,  that  there  is  no  other 
known  or  recorded  iuataucc  of  » i>enion  who, — after  sustaining 
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an  incised  wound,  dividing  tlie  Common  Carotid  Trunk,  and 
remaining  without  surgical  aid, — survived  long  enough  to  give 
a  difitiuct  account  of  the  trnusactioii,  to  name  h\»  assaikuts, 
to  have  them  sent  for  (irrespective  of  the  distance),  and 
again  to  accuse  them  a»  they  stuod  before  him,* 

The  prisoners  should  have  had  the  beaefit  of  the  doubt — 
whichever  artery  was  divided. 

The  Medical  Ofticer  docs  not  appear  to  liave  been  ques- 
tioned as  to  the  possibility  of  tbe  statements  made  by  the 
witnesses  for  the  prosecutioQ.t 

*  Niuunut  Adjtwlat  n»poTU,  l*t  Deeombor  I8S4,  p.  f  ]2.  Thvro  ou  b« 
Utile  duubt  thai  tliu  Mcdk-al  Oificf  c^n  dnpoMlion  liaji  buon  fn'nnpitu*I>'  quowd 
in  the  prict'fd  report,  and  ihat  it  wni  tlio  ExK^rnnt  Oarnlld  wlikb  had  born 
divided.  Still  U  ia  only  poulbls  to  ugue  npQti  eucfa  cuea  u  tliof  nrv  pUc»d 
bvforc  v.t. 

^  Sereral  ramu'kabls  oases  of  mnidor  by  Cutting  tho  Throne  will  ba  fouDd 
!n  recent  numbars  vt  the  NinainBt  B«]>ort*.  In  16^2,  a  man  of  Saha- 
runpore  confuted  that,  hsving  brvn  tvproTed  by  hU  brother  foTidl*»«iu,  whil* 
they  wcTR  l)'in|r  in  thi'ir  bviU  bi-sidc  uaich  olbar,  he  twcama  to  txtutporalcNl 
that  h«  tooV  a  tword  from  thd  hcnd  of  tha  bid  and  rat  him  a«roM  tliu  iii.-vk 
and  ihouldvT,  cAuainic  innnadiiio  death,  tie  hud  npver  been  oa  bad  itirnii 
with  his  brotht^r  b^ore  this.*  In  19}3,  un»  Chullcr  Singh  iraa  wstenctKl  M 
dunth,  for  ihn  mnrdnr  nf  flrn  [«r8on»~-bla  wife,  her  gnndmothaf,  hvr  nioth»r, 
and  two  chJtdrcD  of  the  lillt'r  by  a  Enropcaa  gcDtleman,  The  bmlits  n«ra 
fuund  ijfing  in  a  hoap  in  (h«  tiourt-yiird  of  the  bntigalow  with  Ibuir  Ihroata 
cut.  A  puppy  (log  lay  on  iha  ground  boiidc  them  wllh  ita  h«ail  ^t  ofCf 
In  18SS,  a  MmKiilmaun  M-onmn  of  Il<i«rl>hiM>in,  having  tad  a  ditpaie  with  her 
husband,  cm  tbo  ihraal  of  h#r  ion,  abniit  ihrw  jraart  okl,  in  >iirb  a  niannor 
that  daath  muit  Iidtp  bc«n  imtaolanvoua  i  i!ti*  th«n  inflicted  a  wouud,  whirh 
caoaad  daaih  two  days  nftarwardi,  upon  iha  Lhroat  of  bar  fomslo  infant  of 
nino  Biontha.  Sha  afUrwardt  cut  har  vwu  iJirout — "  auptrficiallt/" — a«  » 
nnial  triib  ibit  cIbm  of  murderan  in  nfiarlj-all  jinrti  of  th?  wiirld — Snntone*, 
Death-t  In  1SS3,  uoe  ToDbbfCa,  a  MahratU  Brahmin  of  Cawii^ior*,  w«i( 
to  bathe,  and  wu  navar  aftomarda  aoan  alit*.  Oao  Rikhoi^  ana  of  a  Alau  of 
mon  called  Oungapootraa,  a  »et  noiorloua  for  their  evil  conrwa,  Myin^  that 


■  NlMiUBi  14a*Iul  Bacnnt.  Tg.  VJ  P.,  Ktb  Sq>Iiimb«t  ISCI,  p,  lOST. 
t  Hid,  Hm  FabrauT  laa.  p.  Is?. 

%  Klcwgt  JUMlal  S*p«H>,  Mi  Pibnury  leU,  p.ISI. 
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Violent  nttenipts  to  tear  off  tie  neck  rings  ffuutooltt), 
TOm  by  native  women,  frequently  produce  rfttlier  severe 
-vounila,  wliicL,  liowcTer,  caa  rurely  occasion  any  doubt  in  tlie 
xuiiul  of  the  medical  man  with  regard  to  the  cause  of  injurr. 

Spear  H'ounda  arc  of  not  uncommon  occurreace  ia  Bengal, 
and  it  is  remnrlcnldc,  nllhoiigh  perhaps  only  as  a  coincidcDCf, 
ill  how  many  of  the  recorded  caaen  the  Heart  has  beta 
trnuiilixcd  frith  these  vcapons,  eliArpcned  barabooa,  &c.  It 
is  impartunt,  in  caaes  of  tliia  kind,  to  be  able  to  dcliTcr  s 
clear  opinion  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  force  used  in 
the  infliction  of  the  fiital  blow.  In  au  instance  which  oane 
under  my  notice  sometime  since,  I  very  strongly  inasttd 
upon  the  fact  that,  although  a  blow  with  n  korrah  had, 
unfortunately,  pierced  the    heart,  this  instrument  could  not 


bn  hiid  M>an  l1i*i  waiimii  on  her  way  bcmp,  •utpldon  fall  upon   bim.    Tha 

puliou  Bvarrhtd  hia  bouec,  hit  brolhcr'a,  wKich  ndjoincJ  it,  and  aDolbw  U  (k< 

back,   which  it  vnui  ilnlcd  thi'y  bud  buugbl  [he  A^y  before      Tha  ktlw 

|iratiUtM  ircm  (>f  v(-r>-   pn^ulinr  cniintniL-tioii.     'i'la-y  wcfc  dciwrlbcd  bj  iba 

Jeiat  Milf!iMr<it<<  as   Mahraila  biiilillngn;  "  of  wliich  it  would  be  iiapotMbk 

togiTOK  iMinitn  dpicriiit juii ;  tttujr  were  built  on  Da conoeiiftbl«  plan;  their 

mum*  (into  which  the  duyltght  did  nit  |i«notrala)  wore  dnik  ftnd  diniBMltra, 

and  almoiit  iiiMrcossllle,  and  ihvy  Mreiaud  unl>'  uonlriii'd  for  the  coauniaaioB 

of  ■Time,  and  ihn  cniii^^BliiK'iit  of  tlolon  profXTt^-"     Tliu  thitunadar,   mow 

panted  by  lie  priHonen,  after  |iri)i:Li7ding  througb  two  luw  dark  bolls,  whatfc 

lod  ta  a  third,  fvunil  iti  ilio  liut  lIh'  IkkI)-  o!  iho  uufartuoaU  wonuui,  rollMl  up 

^_  in  a  I'luib  and  dM[iniUd  of  iti  nmntnont*.  icith  ihu  ihroat  ml  frmn  «ar  lo  *w, 

^H  Tlie  prisnnon  ubJL-cu^d  lu  tlm  M'arcb  uf  ihfse  pronuLsoit  ;  acid,  a*  tli*  poljra 

^H  npprctiti-hpd  thit  third  cell,  thoy  tuuiaj^d  ti>  blow  out  lh<-  liffht,  and  urK«d  Uim 

^H  tbf)'  liud  iiu  ciuro  oil,  BeiwM-n  this  hou>o  nud  thai  ot  Hikbeu'*  bn>ib«ir,  Ibera 

^B  wai  a  low  doorwaj  leading  lo  a  well,  whiub  wa*  widiin  a  doirk  coeloaan. 

^H  Ky  oiHniiiig  the  upposll*  window,  a  paasnge  iMiuld  eaiilj'  b«  •ir«cb!d  from  tb» 

^H  br»i1i«r'i   bouio,  over  Iha  vvU,  iato  ibv  coll  in  whicli  ibc  corpae  was  fouad. 

^V  'Xbvra  wero  •iltl  riiible  IraL-ot  of  NiHaebady  hating  bcoii  drwggMl  tbroogh  on* 

^^  window  [?]  to  the  oihcr,  and    it  wu  bchcicd  that  the  woman  ttad  bcva 

^H  stilled  in  llio  brotbtT'i  boiuc,  and  (toalljr  murdered  in  tba  tiUotniiie  houM  of 

k 


•  XlMinul  Adivlut  B(r«ni,  N-  W.  P..  tOUi  Xoitinkw  18U,  p.  ISH,. 
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have  been  'wielded  bv  tbe  priitouer  witli  extreme  force, 
otlierwUo  It  would  lt«vc  been  drivcu  through  the  chest, 
nlierens  tiie  nouud  was  sc&rcel/  more  thau  two  inches  ia 
depth. 

In  183-t,  Mokim  SbciUh,  of  NuddcJij  was  sentenced  to  U 
yenra'  imprisonment  for  having  killed  his  eiater'a  husbtiad, 
Bcdoor  Siicikh,  with  a  openr  called  a  turkce.  Bcdour  beut 
«ud  sbuscd  his  wife.  Her  brother  resenting  this,  ttie  two 
men  had  a  scuffle,  when  Mokim  got  n  spear  from  his  bouse 
and  flung  it  nt  Bedoor.  It  pierced  the  right  side  of  hi« 
chest,  and  he  died  nlmoat  iinmediatelT.* 

It  appeared,  from  the  statcmeuta  of  tbe  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution  in  n  trial  at  Azimgurh,  that  n.  tanu  had  been 
seined  by  the  nrras  from  behind  by  a  person  named,  while 
another  thrust  a  S/ftar  into  bis  right  breast.  The  accused 
protested  that  the  msiQ  wns  killed  by  an  Arrow,  *hot  by  one 
of  his  own  party.  The  Native  Doctor  who  examined  the  body 
deposed  that  lie  found  a  deep  wound  in  the  right  breast, 
which  wns  the  cauae  of  death.  It  was  u  Spear  wound  not 
an  Arrow  wound.f 

A  case  has  alreHdr  been  cited,  at  p.  219,  In  which  a  man 
killed  Jiis  wife  by  IhruBtiog  n  spear  through  her  nock,  while 
another  held  her  bead. 

In  1852,  one  Dyaram,  of  Barcilly,  confessed  that  he  had 
gone  to  the  apnrtment  of  a  woman,  while  sho  was  aaleep, 
hnd  tn1(en  off  hL'r  ornaments,  mid  then  iQurdercd  her  by 
stabtiiug  her  in  the  neck  three  times  with  the  coulter  of  a 
plongh  {phaiah.J  This  wns  a  piece  of  iron  rather  thicker 
than  a  man's  iiugcr,  about  a  foot  in  length,  tnpcring  to  a 
point  wliiclt  seemed  to  bavo  been  broken  ofi' just  at  the 
end.^ 


*  Ninmnt  Adawlnl  Rcpvrti,  ISth  Aninwt  1894,  p.  .lOT. 

t  Ni«»uiut  Adawiul  KriK-rl-,  K.  W.  P.,  loili  UocpoiW  \K3,  f,  U71. 

%  /bid.  ifiUi  S>-i>i«i»bvr  1633,  p.  lUIl. 
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Some  years  since,  (he  bod;  of  a  man  was  sent  to  me 
for  inspection,  iu  which  I  found  an  incised  vround  com- 
pletely traversing  the  poplitcnl  npacc,  from  side  to  tide, 
under  the  tendons  of  the  ham-striDg  mnscles,  and  ditid* 
ing  the  artery.  It  whs  stated,  with  grent  probability,  that 
he  had  been  found  dead  near  a  large  how,  which  had  been 
iKt  ill  the  jungle  fur  tigcn;  he  had  btcpped  utiknov- 
iugly  upon  the  etriug,  and  the  anrow  luul  trauafixcd  hia 
limb. 

The  people  of  India,  both  MnRsulmauna  and  Ilindot, 
were  long  remarkable  for  their  skill  iu  the  use  of  the  bow.* 
At  present,  Arrowt  arc  only  used  by  the  Hill  Tribei.  Tbe 
arrovrs  used  by  these  people  in  the  ehasc  arc  usually  under- 
stood to  be  poisoned  with  a  preparation  of  the  aconiivm 
ferox,  but  it  would  appear,  from  recent  accounts  of  the 
SanthaU,  that  the  arrows  which  they  use  itt  war  are  not 
always  poisoned.  This  is  supposed  to  he  owiiiB  to  the 
cireuinstance  of  the  process  of  preparing  and  applying  the 
poison  being  aomcwhut  long  and  tedious. 

In  1853,  Sonccah,  a  Itill  man,  was  tried  at  Moorshcda- 
bad  for  the  muidcr  of  a  man  with  whose  wife,  it  was  pro- 
bable, he  had  intrigued.  He  confessed  that  they  had  beea 
drinking  together.  That  deceased  abused  him  on  account 
of  hia  intimacy  with  the  woman,  and  tried  to  strangle  him. 
He  fled,  and  the  deceased  chased  him  for  above  a  mile;  ho 

*  W*  nad  of  Bnkhtyftr'a  tDVkding  armj,  {A.  O.  ISOa-3)  baing  aaoh 
Bonofodby  tbe  akltl  of  the  Tliibvun  auil  lli)i<lu  archan.  SuhMqiuntljr 
to  thv  L'on<iiM«t  of  B«n|^l,  vco  fioA  llindui  anil  iliiMulmtUDa,  vapcci*U]r  iIm 
Ibhomnlan  princM  sad  th#  Raju,  omplnying  the  bow  bIoiosi  up  lo  Om 
tiswoC  Lha  commcncaincnl  of  th«  Briliih  rule,  mllbougb  matchlock  wtn 
la  ON  al  tlia  actininoaGfiiipnl  or  the  Mrunteciilh  euniufy.  L<inf[  prevhrni  to 
Uii>.  th«  MuMalmsnaa  bad  plenty  a(  cmuod,  but  touaA  tticm  of  littl*  mm^ 
cx<^»pl  «h«a  tiinjr  got  FurtnguAM  ^anftn  t«  sam  tlitm.  In  1 161,  M.  CflMV 
Tndorkdi  (uuail  ihu  ihe  Ring  of  ?efii  had  "  great  onlaauce.  mado  of  very 
good  incl»l." 


I 

1 

I 


IN    BCNOAL  AHft  TBB   ?f.   Vt.   ritOTINCCS. 


801 


theo  turned  nnd  shot  the  deceased  with  a  poiaoned  nnrow  nt 
A  distance  of  eitjhtff  paeea.  Two  wltncssca  dcolftrcd  that  he 
was  a  ^ood  slkot,  nnd  could  hit  an  object  at  that  distaucc. 
This  part  of  the  prisoner's  atutcmcut  was  not  altogether 
credited.  The  deceased  was  fonod  with  an  arrow  wound 
OD  liis  breast,  fresh  and  bleeding.  He  never  spoke,  nnd 
died  during  the  night  The  Judge  remarked  that  the  Hill 
people  (of  that  neighbourhood)  always  carry  poisoned 
arrows.  Tlie  medical  oUtccr'a  evidence  showed  that  the 
wound  was  suflicient  to  cause  death,  even  if  tlic  point  of 
the  arrow  hud  uot  been  poisoned.* 

In  the  same  year,  a  Hindu,  of  Manbhoom,  being  aw»ked 
in  the  night  by  robbers,  went  oat  of  his  bouse  and  was 
immediately  struck  in  the  breast  with  an  arroT,  and  died 
shortly  nfterward8.t 

In  1845,  some  daltoits,  probably  from,  the  Ilills,  killed 
the  chowkeedar  of  a  village  iu  Qheerboom,  with  au  arrow. 
Ill  the  same  year,  a  body  of  Kunijurs,  armed  with  spears 
and  arrows,  committed  a  most  daring  dakoitee  in  the  bazar 
of  the  city  of  Patna,  striking  down  with  their  spears  oU 
whom  tbey  met.t 

In  1843,  a  Bhaugulporc  Hill  mnn,  suspecting  his  wife 
of  witchcra^f  took  her  out  and  shot  her  with  his  bow  and 
nrrow.§ 

Another  of  those  men,  suspecting  bis  brolher-io-law  of 
an  jiice»tuous  intercourse  wiih  hia  wife,  and  knowing  that 
her  aistcr  had  cognirancc  of  it,  went  out,  met  the  Bist«r. 
in-law,  and  ahot  an  arrow  at  her,  which  went  through  the 
upper  part  of  her  arm.     She  escaped.     Falling  in    wiib  his 


•  >'iuinQt  Adnwlul  RnjinrU.  M".  W.  P.,  9Ui  Augtut  1953,  p.  IB7. 

t  Ib'ui,  isih  OmW  i(is.i.[>.  eM. 

X  F<^cs  R«[)orl,  L.  P.,  leu,  pp  10,  «2  anil  89. 

S  Ihid,  fvr  1843.  p.  19. 
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brotlier- in-law,  lie  sliot  bim  through  the  heart.     He  then 
ihot  at  the  man's  wife,  hut  she  escaped. 

Cusca  of  cbia  kiud,  from  time  to  time,  occur  in  the  Upper 
ProviQces. 

One  Duljcct,  of  BussyCj  in  the  Dholepore  territorr,  but 
fur  some  time  a  refugee  iti  tlio  Agrih  district,  was  tried  nt 
Agrn,  for  having  attacked,  nt  tlie  lieail  of  an  itrined  bodr, 
two  men,  ono  of  vhom  tbe^  Touudcd  fatal!/  irilh  an 
arrow.* 

In  18 17,  B  man,  of  ShahjeKdnpore,  waa  shot  bv  aii  arrow 
which  "  entered  bet^reeu  the  sixth  and  Bcveutb  ribs  of 
the  left  side,  nutl  penetrated  the  lung  and  npex  of  the 
beart."t 

It  will  he  ohsen'fid  from  several  of  the  above  case*,  that 
the  aceuraej'  with  whieU  tbeae  people  aim  at  the  Hearty  is 
very  remaTlia!)le. 

KKACTLRES  AND  DISLOCATIONS. 

Allusion  has  already  bccu  made,  at  p.  264,  to  oertaio 
medico-legat  points  in  connexioa  witli  Injuries  to  the  Head. 
A  not  nnfregucnt  mode  of  homtcide  in  the  North- West, 
aud  e«pccifilly  in  the  Saiigor  aud  Ncrhudda  TerritoricB,  ia 
Pounding  the  Face  with  a  Heavy  Bloue,  It  appeared  in  the 
trial  of  Iluonah,  rajpoot,  of  Satigur,  that  he  attacked  a 
womao,  iu  a  much  frequented  road,  and  pounded  her  face 
with  a  stone  about  bjilf  a  seer  (a.  pouni))  in  weight.  Per- 
sons attracted  by  her  cries  cnmc  up,  and  tiie  murderer  m» 
knocked  dowu  aud  secured.  They  found  the  womnn  still 
olive,  but  she  expired  soon  afternards.  So  dreadful  wais  the 
aasautt,  that  her  fiice  iTas  completely  sma&hed  iu,  aud  por- 
tions of  the  upper  and  lower  jaw  (the  latter  with  teeth  at- 

■  NiEninui  AiIukIiiI  l)(|i«n»,  N.  W.  P.,  «tli  rcbnnr}-  ISM,  f.  US. 
t  !'"■',  ISth  NoTcwtH^  tesa,  p.  133S. 
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tBctcd),  were  found  lying  separated.  The  priaoner's  naked 
hody  was  covered  with  her  blood.  As  the  prisoner  was 
being  securedj  the  vtoman's  gold  uose-riiig  fell  from  Itii 
baud.  This  the  courts  held,  with  great  reason,  to  be  "one 
of  those  cases  in  whicfa,  to  use  the  words  of  an  eminent 
Euglisb  Jadge,  it  is  so  difficult  to  define  the  iunsiblo  Hlo 
which  divides  perfect  and  partinl  insanity."  lie  was  &eu- 
tcuced  to  Imprisounicnt,  in  irons,  for  Life* 

Chook  Kaie,  of  Nngode  (S»ugor),  having  gone  to  bring  his 
wife  homo,  probably  much  agniust  her  will,  remained  some 
days  at  her  brother's  bouse,  and  then  the  pair  started  on 
their  way  homeward.  A  short  time  afternardB,  the  woman 
ran  to  a  village,  saying  that  thieves  hiul  killed  ber  huaband. 
The  body  was  found  about  seven  miles  from  her  brother's 
house,  lying  in  a  nullah,  some  tcu  paces  olf  the  road.  A 
stone  bearing  marks  of  blood  lay  near  tbc  corpse.  It  was 
shown  that  the  fatal  blow  or  blows  had  comi>lctcly  crush- 
ed iutlie«kull  from  tbu  &Ulc  of  tho  fiice,  taking  effect  on 
the  forcbcfwl,  right  eye  and  ume,  to  all  appearance  sinaul- 
tuucously.  The  woman  appears  to  have  given  three  coutrn- 
dictory  statements  of  the  manner  iu  which  her  huaband 
was  killed — that  she  had  been  struck  by  bim,  and  had 
retaliated  by  striking  him  on  tho  head  uiih  a  Ktone — 
that  he  had  been  killed  by  thieves, — and  that  he  had  fallen 
while  she  was  absent  getting  water.  The  Sc&sious  Judge 
remarked  that  no  fall  of  a  more  drunken  mau,  carrying 
only  th«  force  of  bis  own  weight,  unless  it  occurred 
from  a  considerable  height,  which  was,  here,  not  pretended 
to  have  been  the  ciise,  could  have  caused  so  complete  a 
fracture  of  the  frontal  bone  and  distignrcmcut  of  the  fca* 
turcsj  nor  would  tbc  injury,  so  received,  have  been  likely  to 
have  taken  the  direction  of  the  injury  under  comment, 
which,  in  itself,  led  to  the  almost  necessary  iuference  of  its 
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katiog  been  inflicted  iritb  the  blood-staioed  sharp-tngled 
mam  of  stooe  produced,  wbich  the  prisoner  mast  hsre  ei- 
erted  tome  >trength  even    to    bare    uplifted.     Sentence—^ 
l^aoaportklion  for  life*  ^M 

A  yoang  mmn,  d  Hosfanngmbad,  in  the  same  territorr, 
luving  been  engaged  IB  ■  gambliDg  transaction  with  letcnl 
penona,  they  set  apou  him,  ■oiue  triug  kts  nrms  and  1cg% 
others  straogtiiig  bim  witb  his  own  turban  dotlij  and  poand* 
iog  bii  face  and  bodr  witb  stooes.f  ^A 

A  Baoda  man  enticed  awav  a  bov  of  ten  or  twciro,  wear-^^ 
ing  valaaUe  ornameDti,  cut  bis  tbro&t^  and  rioleutij  poDnd* 
ed  bim  witb  a  beary  stone-l 

la  lft52,  three  persons  were  sentenced  to  death,  at  Ba- 
reillv,  for  murdering  a  man,  by  beating  him  on  the  fact 
witb  lattees  and  an  iron  coulter.  "Tbe  bones  of  the  head 
and  face  were  shattered  to  pieces,  to  that  eren  the  jaws 
and  tcclh  were  broken  into  several  small  pieces.}  ^H 

A   woman  was  sentenced   to  dcatb,  at    IJarcilljr,   for  thfl  ^* 
murder  of  a  girl  of  ten,  for  the    sake  of  her  omauents. 
The  Civil  Surgeon  found  the  poor  child's   face  and    head 
■*  brutally    wounded,    beaten    into   ft    mass    by   repeated 
blows."  II 

A  boy,  ten  or  twelre  years  old,  of  Bareilly,  was  found 
guilty  of  baring  enticed  away  a  poor  child,  nine  or  ten  yeara 
old,  nnd  of  having  murdered  him  for  the  s»ke  ufbis  ornaments. 
Tbe  child  was  found  in  a  dry  well.  The  front  teeth  were 
broken,  tlic  upper  lip  divided,  the  inside  o(  the  mouth  in- 
jured. There  were  fourteen  wounds  on  the  checks,  one  cheek 
hone  was  fractured,  so  that  part  of  it  came  away.  There 
wore  four  vouads  on  the  neck,  by  two  of  nhich  the  ooata 


"  Kiumut  Adftnlal  Roimftn,  IT.  W.  P.,  3rJ  May  185*.  p.  488. 
t-  Ihid,  UHtb  Jan.  liM.  I>.  123. 
t  Ihui,  Hih  Muy  ItM.  p.  *9i. 

i  jiy,  30th  Oct.  lesa,  p.  laeo. 
n  rud,  isut  Jmi.  i9Si,p.A6, 
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of  the  vessels  were  exposed.  Tbe  native  doctor,  who  cxa< 
miDed  the  body,  t'boue;Ut  it  probnblc  that  these  injurieit  must 
have  hccn  inflicted  with  some  pnrtiy  pointed  instrument, 
such  as  li  teut  peg.  The  poor  child  lingered  some  duys,  and 
was  said  to  hare  stated  that  the  boy  and  a  man  were  his 
nssniUnts.* 

These  cases  also  occur  iu  Bengal.  In  1819,  two  prisoners 
were  sentenced  to  imprisoumeut  for  life,  for  having  murdered 
n  man  in  the  Bhangulporc  District,  hy  beating  liim  on  the 
head  with  a  stoue.t 

In  I853j  Omrao,  of  Sariiii,  killed  his  wife  by  pounding 
her  about  the  head  and  face  with  &  stone  used  fur  f^rinding 
curry,  &c.  It  appeared  that  lie  had  first  cut  her  about  the 
face,  and  that  part  of  her  luidcr  lip  had  been  cut  off.  He  was 
found  to  be  insane. t 

I  once  examined  the  body  of  an  unfortunate  poHccmaa, 
whose  frontal  bone  was  smashed  through  the  sinuses  in 
rariona  directions,  evidently  by  often  repeated  bluws. 

1  met  with  n  remarkable  case  of  fracture  of  the  skull  about 
six  years  since.  A  Chittagong  Kookio  brought  in  the  ex* 
tremely  putrid  body  of  his  murdered  child,  a  girl  fire  or 
six  years  old,  whom  some  person  had  struck  on  the  head 
with  a  club.  The  scnip  bud  neiirly  lost  uU  truccti  of  tex- 
ture, the  broken  skull  moved  in  it  like  a  smashed  cocoa- 
nut  in  a  bag.  Upon,  removing  the  bones  of  the  calThrium, 
which  were  broken  to  pieces  and  scpantted  at  the 
sutures,  I  found  that,  in  several  very  large  patches,  they 
exhibited  remarkable  specimens  of  that  form  of  nievus 
which  is  known  as  aneurism  by  snaslomosia  tuvolring  the 
bone.  The  parts  were  sent  to  the  Medical  College  Museum. 
This  disease  had  added  much  to  the  natural  fragility  of  the 


•  NIxuDut  Aibwlut  Report*.  V.  W.  P„  SOth  Juljr  1833,  p.  160. 

t  I'oliefl  lUporl  for  184B,  f.  17. 

t  KiMmut  Adsnlut  Beports.  ISth  Murcb  lUl.  p.  333. 
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bone;  but,  as  the  fatal  blow  must  have  been  very  severe,  its 
exiatcuec  could  uotbavcdelracteJ  from  tbc  nssailiLnt's  guilt. 
In  1855,  a  man  was  sentenced  todeath^  at  HoshuDgnbad,  for 
tbe  murder  of  a  pcrsau  wliom  be  killed  while  sleeping,  witb  a 
ainirlc  stab  on  tbe  crown  of  the  head  with  a  kiitar,  or  dit^^r.* 
A  woman,  of  Azimgiirh,  confessed  that  she  had  murdered 
a  child,  fter  own  nepheif,  with  a  packing  needlct  and  a  stone 
pestle.  The  native  doctor  deposed  that  there  was  a  stab 
over  the  right  eye-brow,  vhicli,  in  it4  downward  pauage, 
bud  pierced  and  thrust  out  the  eye.  Tliree  of  tlie  left  riba 
bad  been  fractured,  u»d  bud  wounded  the  spleen.  He 
considered  that  the  iron  needle,  about  seven  inches  in 
length,  used  for  sewiag  up  the  necks  of  ca.nii'as  sacks,  vai 
probably  the  instrument  with  which  the  stab  was  inflicted, 
and  that  the  stone  pestle  would  have  c&vucd  fracttire  of  tbe 
riba,  if  applied  with  force.} 

A  Tcry  singular  pica  was  lately  raised  by  a  prisoner  at 
Cawnpore.  A  girl  eight  yenrsi  old  was  missing,  she  had  been 
Inat  sL'eu  with  one  Mussamut  Subjadee,  bcr  next-door  neigh- 
bour.  This  woman  admitted  that  tbe  child  bad  been  with 
her  that  morning,  but  that  she  bad  brought  her  back,  and 
left  hor  at  bcr  own  door.  The  child's  nurse  desired  Subja- 
dec  to  open  her  door.  Upon  her  refusal,  the  nurse  brought 
the  Police,  who  found  the  door  locked  on  the  outside,  the 
woman  having  gone  to  n  neighbour's  bouse.  She  was 
brought  and  the  door  was  forceil.  Nothing  waa  found  in 
the  first  and  second  rooms ;  and,  as  they  approached  the  tbird 
room,  Subjadee  blew  out  tbc  chirag,  and  seized  the  clothe* 
of  the  child's  nurse.  The  lamp  being  re.lit,  the  body  of  the 
child  was  found  in  the  third  room,  pressed  down  under  a 
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*  Niukniat  AtUwIut  Iti^porU,  "S.  W.  P..  !9Lb  Uuch  18U,  p.  UJ 
t  •■  If  <t«atli  he  mdictcd  nilli  a  racking  Navdlv  (miwitltak)  It  i«  « 
bomiciilc," — Salc'a  Mahvmntdan  l/aie,  p.  Z&B. 
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board  or  door,  upon  irhich  earth  liad  been  licapcd.  No 
Ttiarks  of  riolcncc  wero,  at  first,  dUcoveretJ  ou  tliB  body 
with  the  excL'ptiou  of  a  slight  abrasion  on.  tbe  temple. 
Id  a  front  kolhree,  furming  part  of  the  burota,  near  the 
entrance  door,  were  fouud  a  silrcr  bake  (the  child  was  found 
to  hftvc  seven  of  those  iu  one  cJir,  and  only  six  in  the  other) 
and  3€vcral  fragmeots  of  lac  bracelet  bclon-ius  to  the  pri- 
soner (it  is  elsewhere  said  in  the  report,  that  those  belonged 
to  the  chiltl,  but  tbia  appears  to  be  an  error,)  which  were 
couftidered  to  have  been  broken  by  the  grasp  of  the  child's 
hand.  There  were  alight  trii^es  of  what  might  hnvc  been  a 
sprinkling  of  blood  (although  it  was  considered  that  very 
little  could  hare  flowed  from  the  wouud,  and  the  earth  wan 
found  trodden  and  trampk-d  at  tbut  spot.)  The  Civil  Siir- 
geon  found  a  amatl  contused  wouud  ou  tlic  back  of  the  head. 
It  was  bidden  bj^  the  hair,  and  had  bled  so  little  that  it 
was,  at  first,  overlooked.  Beneath  this  was  a  very  extensive 
fracture  of  the  skull,  with  cfTuaiou  of  lilood  or  the  brain, 
which,  ho  considered,  must  have  caused  immediate  deJJth, 
He  believed  it  to  be  the  result  of  a  hca%-y  blow  from  some 
ftuch  instrument  aa  a  latire.  Certain  leading  portions  of  the 
evidence  of  the  child's  nurse  were  laauifcstly  false.  The 
prisoner  declared  that,  on  the  day  in  question,  scvcrul 
monkeys  had  ecized  nnd  bitten  the  finger  of  a  niece  of  one 
Saadut  Khnn,  and  that,  when  drivea  from  that  child,  they 
had  come  to  her  house  and  attacked  her,  that  the  uurse  of 
the  deceased  and  another  had  got  on  the  roof  of  the  bause 
aud  driven  the  monkeys  inside  the  house  "haTJog  the  de- 
ceased with  them,  and  that,  probably,  they  may  have  killed 
the  child  while  inside."  She  immediately  locked  her  door 
and  went  away.  "The  monkeyt  killed  the  child,"  and  the 
nurao,  boing  afraid,  bid  the  body  in  her,  prisoucr's,  house, 
hut  she  was  not  present  at  the  time.  A  witness  conftrmed 
the  statement  that  the  child's  nurse  had  awskened  him  by 
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calling  out  that   the  monkcvB  were  attacking    a   cliild  of 
Saadat  Khan,  and  fae  got  np  and  drove  them  away.     After 
thu  hfl  heard  the  pmoner  call  out  that  tlie  monkcT*  were 
attacking  her,  but  he  nppcArs  to  hare  retired  to  sleep  again. 
This  happened  two  gitrreet  before  the  child  was  sought  for  by 
her  noTM.  Odo  of  the  Judges  of  the  Sopcrior  Court  obserre^ 
tliat, — "  monkeys  attackiug.a  child  could  ocrer  cause  sercn 
fracture  of  the  skull,  such  as  was  here  proved  to  have  bcca 
the  cause  of  death."   It  is  not  mentioned  whether  theopiDtoo 
of  the  medical  officer  was  consulted  upon  this  point.    The 
child's  orttsmcnts  were  not  worth  more  than  eight  anou, 
but  it  was  considered  that  the  prisoner  had  murdered  the 
child  oa  account   of  a   disagreenaeut  between  her  fmnilf 
and  that  of  the  uurse.     Sentence — Imprisonmeot  for  Life.* 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  frequent  pcrpe> 
tration  of  murder  in  Icdia  by  Presainff  or  Trampling  apom 
the  Cheat.  The  injuries  are  not,  in  themselves,  of  naj 
peculiar  8ur|:ical  interest  j  but  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
witness  may  be  required  as  to  whether  they  wore  merely 
received  in  a  furious  struggle,  or  were  deliberately  caused 
by  compression  of  the  chest  by  weights  or  bambooB.i- 

The  reports  contain  many  cases  of  this  kind. 

In  IS12,  Dr.  HenUon^  of  Shnhabnd,  reported  his  esaniina- 
tion  of  the  bodies  of  two  indiridunla  who  had  met  with 
violent  deaths  at  the  same  time: — "Ajrowal  Uoosaod  wm 
covered  with  bruises  iibout  the  head  and  back  of  his  neck, 
and  all  the  hones  of  the  cheat  were  broken  in  by  kicks  or 
blows.  Oopal  Aheer  was  covered  with  bruiaea,  and  haui  the 
bones  of  hia  cheat  all  brekeu  in; — these  men  were  killed  in 
a  most  shameful  manner,  and  b;  brutal  violeQcc.'* 

•  NiiBiutit  Ad>wlut  t{vp«rt»,  N .  W.  B,  ICtb  SvpU  1854,  p.  3ft«. 
t  It  wiU  be  rocoUocud  lha[,  in   the  barboroiia  mfljcLiaa  of  The  Pnu,  \% 
wsa  ooftaidorad   mi  net  of  meroy  to  he»|i  on  •uJdunl^  lufficicnt  wcjght  M 
•slingaiiti  UTo,  bjr  enuhii>[[  in  tlio  rib*. 
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A  mau  of  Pubnali  h»d  formed  n  conncxiou  witli  the 
younger  wife  of  his  noighboar;  ami,  wisliiiig  to  compel  tho 
husbiiiid  to  giYC  her  up,  applied  to  tho  talookdar.  The 
husband  was  sent  for,  and  ordered  to  siga  au  iigreemeut  to 
give  op  hia  wife.  This  he  declined  to  do,  and  ran  home. 
He  was  agnin  taken,  dragged  before  the  talookdar,  severe- 
ly beaten  and  fined  50  rupees.  He  again  escaped,  was 
retakeiij  nnd  was  then  subjected  to  such  cruel  treat- 
meot,  that  he  expired  almost  immediately  upon  reaching 
home.    Ilia  ribs  were  broken,  and  hia  private  parts  injured.' 

It  nppe.tred,  in  a  case  tried  at  IluDgpDre,that  a  zumeciidar's 
mabout,  having  began  to  fish  in  a  ditch  belonging  to  one 
Sbebah,  was  opposed  by  the  latter,  and  a  quarrel  ensued. 
Shebah,  who  was  lame,  was  pushed  down  and,  upou  rising, 
struck  the  mahout  with  a  stick,  the  other  tliea  wrested 
the  stick  out  of  his  hand,  struck  him  two  or  threo  blows 
with  it  aud  tuocked  him  down.  They  then  both  went  to 
the  house  of  the  zumccndar,  to  settle  their  dispute.  The 
tnahont,  it  wan  Raid,  pusliing  Shebah  aa  thoy  went  along. 
The  tnedicat  officer  considered  that  the  violence  stated  by 
the  witnesses  was  not  sufiicieot  to  cause  the  injuries  found 
on  Slicbiih'a  body  after  death.  It  is  not  ccrtninlr  known 
what  followed  until  he  was  carried  home  almost  dead  by 
two  of  the  accused.  He  expired  that  evening.  Mr.  Taylor 
found  a  contusion  on  the  temple  nnd  cheek ;  the  spleen 
ruptured,  four  ribs  broken  and  great  extravasation  of  blood. 
He  considered  that  the  iujurics  appeared  to  have  bcea 
indicted  by  continued  pressure  with  a  heavy  weight,  or  by 
stumping  on  the  body,  or  they  might  have  been  inflicted 
by  the  heel  or  palms  of  the  hands,  as  there  was  no  abra- 
sion or  contusioa  of  the  skin.  The  superior  Court  consi- 
dered that  the  deceased  was  barbarously  maltreated  after 
he  arrived  nt  the  xumcendor's  bouse.f 

•  Pfilicfl  Rpport,  I.  p.,  I1U4,  J..  3!. 
f  Niauntil  AdswluiKfioiU,  eih  Nov.  ISM.  p.  T4«. 
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Certaia  pemns,  also  of    Rnugpore,  having    obtaiued  i 
decree  ia  tbe  moonuflPs  court  against  an  old  and  sickly  niui, 
Itiimed  Kbardee,  vent  vith  the  irarrant  to  apprehend  him. 
lie  cscapvil,  on    their  approach,  into  n  neighbour's  hoose; 
two  of  the  party  were  ordered  to  bring  him  out.      After  a 
short  time,   they  came  oaC  lupportiiig  liira  by    die   arau, 
while  his  legs  were  dragged   along,     in  tUa   way    he  wai 
brought  speechless  into  the  outer  yard — fhe  had  made  m 
ttMM  when  in  the  hut) — where,  on  being  let  go,  he  rolled  orer, 
and   blood   was   seen   isauing   from   his   mouth.      lie   «>oa 
afterwards  expired.      The   prisoners   promising  to   give  op 
the  decree,  and  to  pay  rupees  10  for  the  funeral    expensea^ 
Aod   to    remove   the    attnchment     of    tbe    property, 
wretched  rclaUvcs  conce-iiled  the  mnrdcr,  and  the  body  wu 
buried   the   same   crcning.      But,  these  promisca  not  being 
fulfilled,  the  deceased's  soo,  six  dnys   aftenrards,  compUin> 
kA;   when  the    body  was  dug  up   and  examined.     It  waa 
found  thnt  the  third  rib  on   either  side  was  broken,   the 
soft  parts  over  the  whole  of  the  ribs   were  contused,    the 
lungB  were  inflated  aud  congested  with  blood,  and   n  small 
quantity  of  hluod  was   also   extraxasated   into   the    cavity 
of  the   chest.      The    medicnl    oQiccr   waa   of  apiDion  that 
these  injurica  were,  roost  probably,  caused  by  heavy  pres- 
Bure,  though  it  was  possible,  he  believed,  that  they  resulted 
from  blons.* 

A  man,  of  Snharunporc,  was  sentenced  by  the  Scmlods 
Judge  fur  Imviug  killed  hia  wife,  by  striking  her  on  the 
hrcnitt  with  a   heavy  stone.     The  case  was  thrown  out  on 

appcid.t 

it  is  probable  that  the  full  truth  is  Kcldom  revealed  in  moat 
of  thcac  cnses;  still  the  foUowiug  cxtntctfrom  the  decision  of  a 
Jadge  of  the  Higher  Court,  in  the  ease  of  a  Hindu  landlord 


*  Niutnut  Adnolul  Ilc|Kiru,  KUi  Nuv.  16H,  f.  GCS. 
f  Niumut  Adrnwlm  ll^iwru  TS.  W.  £.,  lit  April  ISM,  p.  MS. 
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who, upon  ftddrcRsiog  irritating  and  abosivc  langiinge  to  certain 
defaulters  amoQghisMussulmaun  rrotit,  vrassct  aponbytlicm 
and  killed  on  the  spot,  appears  to  bliow  that  such  injury 
may  be  iuilictcd  withuut  premcditntioii :  "  It  is  clearly  proved, 
in  this  instance,  that  tbe  prisoner.  Alee  Slnhomed,  seized  tlie 
deceased  by  the  throat,  threw  liim  down,  and  lield  him  by  the 
throat  with  both  his  hands,  while  he  pressed  his  ehcst  with 
his  kuee  and  the  other  prisoner*  kicked  aud  beat  him. 
The  injuries  inflicted  on  the  body  -were  fracture  of  all  the 
ribs  ou  both  sides,  from  tbc  second  downwards,  and  of  the 
stcruuui,  the  beuit  and  liver  being  ruptured  by  tbc  points 
of  tbc  broken  ribs.  The  throat  sliowed  that  the  deceased 
•van  nUo  strangled  by  pressure  of  the  fingers,  aud  the  marks 
of  the  nails  were  visible  after  death."* 

It  would  certainly  be  worth  while  to  inquire,  ■whether  the 
natives  Lave  not  several  modes  of  inflictiug  these  frightful 
injuries. 

In  further  ilhistration  of  the  extreme  iriolcnce  employed 
in  these  murders,  T  shall  cite  the  following  details  from 
reports  by  Dr.  Deuhani,  of  Behar,  (two  cases),  Mr.  Maliaffy, 
of  Cliuraparun,  and    Dr.  Maena-ib,  of  East  Burdwan. 

{!)  "A  severe  punctuwd  wound  on  tlic  riglit  siiio  of  llie  face; 
breaking  one  of  the  bon«  rf  iho  hemr  (lenipornJ)  "  aud  dtc  lowr  jiivr, 
S«vero  bruises  on  the  ihouldeni  anil  head,  five  nbs  on  the  light  aide 
broken  and  two  on  the  left.  The  lungi  oii  both  (ides  greatly  coa- 
g«Ble([  ;  a  large  ^uantlly  of  btdod  exUKvusaled  vriUiic  Uic  chcsL* 
(Fcbriury  26th,  1845.) 

(2)  "Alaoprated  wound  upon  the  forvht^ad  vdlli  a  frncture  of  lUc 
iikull,  ux  nl)»  on  the  left  side  and  tivo  upon  iliv  right  nere  broken, 
together  with  many  coatueed  wounds  about  th«  body,  inHicttd  with 
some  blunt  icwtrumcnC  or  inatrumontt."  T'le  d^ceaacd  was  a  itout 
miucular  roan,  between  30  and  40  yconoid,  (August,  1844.) 

(3.)  "  A  wound  on  die  right  side  of  the  clic»t,  »»  incUe*  long  and 
half  an  inch  deep.     Another  on  the  same  aide  of  tbe  back  about  tlircc 

•  Niiamut  Adawlut  Kcporia,  vol  ii,  part  2  <rf  IBS2,  p.  »*. 
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(4.)    -  "Dk  Mcood,  ihM  md  fanh  obi  of  dw  t^  itf*  mm 

frKtared.  TIk  liglM  ^de  rf  tk  ckM  «m  mhIt  Ocd  «Mi  bbodl 
IWn  wM  MB*  cfiuioa  of  Uood  oi  th«  kaia.  Hm  iofitij  M  (he 
(kil  aart  hare  hica  caatcd  rithrr  by  mln*  Uew*  witli  eoae  heitT' 
Mbvnoit,  or  bf  nne  pcnoB  feMopiie  «v  tbe  chest.*  (AUnli,  ISU.) 
It  will  be  Doticed  that  the  fintt  and  third  of  these  cues 
occurred  within  a  mooth,  ondcr  the  notice  of  the  late  Dr. 
Denham.  The  freqaent  repetition  of  »ach  crimes  would 
appear  to  depend  upon  some  definite  am&e,  ihe  u 
which  demands  careful  investigation. 

The  Dotcfl  OD  the  practice  of  Compreuing  the  Cheat  with 
Bamboos,  or  with  Jlcary  Weights,  and  of  Trampling  on  the 
Bodjr  alrcodr  gircu,  at  pp.  223-24  and  228,  should  be  l>om« 
Id  mind  in  the  investigation  of  injories  of  this  kind.  It 
appears  highly  probable  that, — in  the  case  of  the  old  man 
Kliurdee,  cited  above,  in  which  the  third  rib  on!^  on  titJkr 
gitte  teat  broken,  the  victim  remaining  ulent  while  tbo 
fatal  iojurics  were  being  iujlictcd, — a  luttee  pressed  acxott 
the  chest  was  the  means  employed. 

As  the  medical  officer  is  frequcutly  called  upon  to  examine 
fractures  many  dnya  after  the  alleged  period  of  their  inflic- 
tion, and  as  tLc  treatment  of  fracture  of  the  long  bones  by 
many  of  tiic  Ueugalce  doctors  is  often  much  above  the  level 
of  the  rest  of  their  surreal  practice,  Iiis  utmost  tact  and 
caution  will  be  called  for  iu  deciding  the  probable  time  at 
whicli  the  injury  wns  received. 

Wticre,  as  occAsioually  happens,  it  is  observed  that,  in 
ndditiou  to  other  severe  injuries,  Bfjtk  Legs  have  been  broken, — 
na  happened  in  the  case  of  a  man  at  Dacca  who  was  stated 
to  have  been  killed  by  two  persons  who  cnuglit  htm  in  an 
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attempt  to  rnvisb  tlieir  sister;*  and  in  that  of  a  vrotcli,  at 
Bliaugulporc,  irho  attempted  to  ateiil  Mangoes  ;t  or  in  that 
of  another  uufortunutc,  at  A&imgurh,  nlio  died  lu  eighteen 
days  after  having  had  both  his  legs  broken  by  club  blows, 
dealt  by  thieves  who  came  in  the  night  to  steal  his  Maugoes| 
— it  may  fairly  hocome  a  quesliou,  whether  death  has  uot 
bccu  iiiJlictcd  with  evidences  of  premeditated  cruelty. 

In  IfiiB,  Dr.  Archer,  then  of  Nuddea,  reported  the  cane  of 
a  man  who  had  suffered  Dislocation  of  both  Elfiows  with  frac- 
ture of  the  bonea,  evidently  caused  by  twiating  the  arms 
violently,  and  then  beating  them  with  a  sticlc.  The  juints, 
Dr.  Archer  bclic7cd,  must  have  bccu  first  dislocated,  aud  the 
bones  afternards  broken  both  above  aud  helow  the  elbow. 

The  maancr  iu  which,  often,  a  crowd  of  Bengalees  fall 
upon  a  victim  of  their  displeasure,  &ud  beat  and  tear  him 
to  pieces,  with  sticks,  fists,  feet,  hands  and  any  weapon 
which  may  happen  to  have  been  brought  or  caught  up, 
nntil  the  body  lies  in  the  midst  of  them ,  a  mere  bloody,  fea- 
tnrck-sa,  disjointed,  broken  mass, — is  scarcely  chnractcriHtic 
of  the  reputed  mildness  of  the  national  character.  Two  recent 
examples  will  suHicc.  In  18S3,  a  Hindu,  carrying  on  ma- 
hajuDce  business  iu  Sast  Eurdwnn,  went  to  &  villntje  to 
collect  some  money.  Here  a  crowd  of  persons,  some  of 
whom  were  his  debtors,  seized  bamboos  and  a  wooden 
mallet,  and  beat  him  to  death.  Both  arms  were  broken, 
the  left  arm  and  the  left  leg  were  broken  by  the  joints 
being  twisted  backwards,  the  end  of  the  thigh  bone  pro- 
truded at  the  back  of  the  last  named  joint,  all  the  ressels 
of  that  part  were  torn,  and  death  must  have  been  caused 
by  hflemorrhage.     The  nose  was  aUo  beaten  in.^ 


*  Nliamnt  Ailftwtut  nefort*.  toI.  iii.  part  1,  p.  310. 

t  Jhid,  vol.  ii.  pan  'i,  p.  SOS. 

J  HUsmnt  Adawlm  Report*.  N.  W.  P  ,  Sfiih  Dcwmbor  1S34,  p.  U3. 

Ii  Niismal  Adkwlul  B«portai,  lOlb  Dec.  taSS.  p,  873. 
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In  185^  ft  mtn,  wMk  in  his  right  foot  ftod  left  hand, 
wfts  attacked  br  a  partr,  led  by  a  person  whose  service  he 
had  lately  quitted,  aud  ytia  bcatca  to  death  irith  dubs. 
Id  addition  to  the  mashed  conditioo  of  the  left  arm,  alread; 
described  at  p^  232,  the  Civil  Surgeon  found  that  there 
were  niarks  of  very  severe  besting  over  the  whole  bodr, 
but  more  especiall/  about  both  legs  and  the  back.  Then 
were  several  incised  and  contused  wounds  on  the  front  of 
both  legs,  and  both  bones  of  the  right  leg  were  broken  to 
■plioters  and  protruded  extemallv.* 

Cases  of  Cun-»Itc(  fVoundt  are  not  of  very  rare  occorrcDce 
ia  oar  civil  practice.  Small  aliot  is  sometimes  ased,  but 
probably  not  with  homicidal  intent.  For  purposes  of  attack, 
the  Natives  of  Bengal  ^oerally  load  with  slugs,  or  roaghlj 
cut  lumps  of  lead  of  greater  weight. 

In  one  iustsnce,  a  man  was  imprisoned  for  seven  years, 
for  killing  another  by  finog  at  him  a  gun  loaded  with  Snd, 
in  which  it  appeared  that  a  aiogle  shot  had  been  mixcd^t         h 

One  Xuuhey,  of  Cfaunderee,  (Saugor,)  confessed  that,  be-  | 
licving  that  bis  brothcr>ia>law  had  seduced  his  wife,  while 
yet  a  virgin,  he  borrowed  a  matchlock  and  practised  at  a  M 
mark  to  secure  a  good  aim.     He  approached  the  man    as  he  V 
lay  sleeping  on  his  eliarpoif,  and,  holding  the  weapon   clou 
to  his  victim's  body,  shot  him  through  the  heart  with  two 
iron  balls,  which  were  produced  in  Court. t  m 

In  1853,  one  BLiuwiuicc,  of  rurnickabad,  was  sentenced  V 
to  transportation  for  life  {or  blowing  vp  certain  person*  with 
gunpowder.     It   appeared    that,   tlie   prisoner  having   bcea  ^ 
betrothed  to  a  girl,  the  marringe  was  broken  off,  and  aha  ' 
become  engaged  to  another.     FuiUng  to  get  any  redrcM,  he 
punduued  four  pice  worth, — a  quarter  seer  (half  a  pound),- 


■  Kisaniut  Adswlut  ItcpgrU,  Sth  Aug.  IDH,,  p.  333. 

t  NitkinTit  Aduwliit  Itrpnrc,  toI,  v.,  p.  t. 

t  SiiMOtut  Adawlut  HvjwiU,  S.  W.  P^  91*1  Doc  ISiS.p.  1U7. 
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gunpowder  aiid,  entering  tlic  girl's  hoiiso  at  nigbt,  ttireir  it 
on  the  e/ioala  near  vliich  sbe  and  Uer  mother  were  Hitting. 
He,  as  well  as  they,  was  severely  burned  by  tlie  explosion. 
He  recovered,  but  remained  much  marked  vith  the  powder. 
The  two  vomen  were  so  mach  injured  that  the  younger 
died  five,  and  the  elder  fourteen  days  afterwards.* 

Hiipltire  of  inlemal  Organs. — Apart  from  the  varioiis 
other  internal  injuries,  resiulting  from  mechanical  viuicuce, 
observed  in  all  countries,  the  cases  of  Rupture  <^  the  Spleem 
and  Liver,  which  bo  frequently  occur  in  Indin,  require 
distinct  comment  hsre.  In  a  coantry  where,  owing  to  the 
alnaosl  tmivcrsal  prevalence  of  miasmatic  poison,  the  Liver 
and  Spleen  of  nearly  every  Natire  of  the  lower  class  may  be 
considered  liable  to  become  the  acat  of  chronic  enlargement 
at  any  period  of  his  lift',  and  where  also  the  practice  of 
beating  adults, — especially  servants  by  their  mflsters,  nod 
wives  by  their  husbands,  ia  everywhere  prevalent, — it  ig 
onlv  rciiiiirkHlile  that  cnRCs  of  rupture  of  these  vi»ccra  arc 
not  of  almost  daily  occurrence.  A  very  considemblo  number 
of  instances  of  the  kind  do,  from  time  to  time,  come  under 
judicial  investigation  here. 

The  nine  years'  Medical  Hcports  to  the  Niiamut  contain 
four  cas&s,  in  which  Ihe  lAvcr  bad  sulTered  rupture.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  three  of  these  occurred  under  the 
notice  of  Dr.  Daviea,  of  Fatuii.  lu  two  of  th«  caecv  there 
were  also  other  traces  of  nevere  iil-usnge,+  in  a  third 
Ike  injury  hod  been  caused  by  the  fincturc  of  a  ri!i.  Dr. 
2>avics  remarked  that,  in  these  cases,  the  injury  is  some- 
times done  by  a  kick  or  blow;  and  onen,  he  had  rcasou 
to  think,  by  foidog  the  knee  or  foot  into  the  right  side. 

*  Niiunut  Adsttlui  Repom.  If.  W.  P.,  Mth  April  Igjs,  p.  554. 
t  Sco  aUo  B  ««ao  in  if  hicb  ■  hca^tlij  Liver  itm  rupluml  by  we-ntm  bJowi 
with  a  hobvy  biuntHXi.* 

*  KuiauiadavMBBporw.  N.  W.  9.,  Uih  Jut.  tm  *>.  « 
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In  all  casei  vbere  tbe  Liver  becomes  so  much  enlarged  ss 
t«  descend  below  the  tibsj  the  frsgility  of  its  structures  is 
Biiicb  i&crcAscd. 

Wounds  of  the  Liver  are  by  no  means  oecessftrily  mortai 
Mr.  Guthrie  mentioua  that  he  had  imowa  three  pcrtou 
who  had  bcco  irouoded  [bv  guD-shot]  through  the  Lirefri 
and  who  suffered  little  subsequent  incoiivcuieuce.* 

Dr.  John  Slncpherson,  now  of  Cmleutta,  removed  a  burge 
piece  of  the  Liver  of  a  Hindu  who  had  been  wounded  by 
a  spear,  t 

Ur.  Tftvlor  coniiders  that  wounds  of  the  Liver  do  not 
prove  very  rapidly  fatal  unlesa  some  of  the  larger  trunks 
arc  involved.  The  organ  mn;  certainly  be  torn  to  a  frightful 
extent  without  an  lEnmediutely  fatal  result  ensuing.) 


•  Conunontwict,  p.  S&T.  Sec  ftlso  Coopcr'i  lx<ctiir«g,  p.  3S4,  (5ul»t>— A 
cue  ortiTron  iround  o(  tlie  Livnr  rpcoverod  tram,  by  Dr.  Giwde*«.— Ttwu. 
Uoil.  Mid  Iliyt.  Sacictj,  rol.  v.  1,  p.  489. 

t  This  cu«o  i»  qnntnd  in  the  Loii(]on  Mud.  Onutt*  for  January  1844. 

Z  Tbv  fuUuwin^  QUit,  nut  liitLurki  rcpurlcil,  octuircd  iriUun  my  owa 
ehKurvaliun-  A  itouL  Brewer's  DruymAti,  about  itS  yean  of  «g«,  wki 
bruiigbt,  oa  ft  ttn-tchcr,  tv  tho  Surgct7-«r  Ouy*«  IlMpIta^  Ib  lli»auauMr«f 
1840,  At  btitweeu  10  and  1 1  ti'doick  in  iho  ovotiing.  He  mu  tovaA  lying  i> 
the  road,  BQd  his  iioriicsbiul  U^on  ibc  dmj  homo  wiOiout  him.  Uis  coa- 
dition  wai  oxiuainod  1>}'  l)r-  —  Wiisun  uid  my  frii-iul  Mr.  Wtltor  Cha^aa, 
uf  Tooling,  (wbuio  nuh4  uf  the  ca.w,  nith  my  oun, axo  now  btton  ne>— both 
terj  careful  and  accurate  obMrvera.  Tbtro  via*  do  mark  pt  cfid«iic«  of 
uO"'y:  be  "  was  rery  violont;  he  anora  and  endeSTOiircd  to  auikn  the  b^- 
etaii>dcr»."  ity  notva  My  tbat  "  be  walked  and  moved  with  Ibv  grvataat 
tttviom."  lie  was,  thpreforn,  coo&idored  to  bo  merely  intoxicated,  and  waa 
■nadeoTcr  to  tbepulico,  nbu  lookhun  to  thitotaligabouM.  Aboul  6  o'dock 
the  nest  morning,  hn  wa*  found  i«atod  in  tha  water-clout  looking  very  hiat 
and  pole ;  ibc  SurKVon  to  tbu  nUtion  wa»  sent  for,  but  ihi:  man  wai  doad  before 
be  arrirfrd.  A  largo  ijnantitj'  of  blood  waa  found  in  the  peritoneal  cavilj. 
Tho  Li*aT  WM  aimmt  ctovtn  in  tu/a  by  a  rerlScal  fla*urc.  m«n  or  tif^l 
InebM  long  and.  In  aome  plaeeo,  nearly  threo  in  drpth,— which  had  alnoat 
wpamtod  il»  two  prini-ipal  lobeiL  Thn  «dx«ii  of  this  lluinre  wer«  Jagged  and 
irtcgidar,  but  a[>pc«rod  (o  have  been  coiiipldtcljr  coated  with  ■  thick  imyvt 
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Buptures  of  tlie  Liver  may  heal,  at  lenat  p:irtially.*  In  the 
majoritr  of  cases,  however,  death  eusues  rapidly  where  tbo 
Liver  is  ruptured  by  blows. 

Exlenrive  rvpturt  of  the  Kidney  i»  almoBt  iiientably  fatal 
by  htemorrliage,  but  life  is  generally  protracted  for  some 
hours  at  least,  the  effusion  being  sub-peritoneal.  In  a  maa 
set.  27,  nbo  had  fallen  oq  a  cask,  wbcu  iiitosicatetl,  and  who 
was  under  trcatmeut  ia  Guy'a  Ho&pital  for  27  hours,  I  saw 
that  the  left  Kidney  was  completely  diridcd  transversely  into 
halves,  as  if  cut  iu  tvo  hy  a  blunt  kitifc.f 

Cases  of  Rupture  of  the  Spleen  are  certainly  of  rery  far  more 
frequent  occurrcucc,  but  the  nine  years*  Reports  contaia 
only  sevCD  instances.  In  four  of  these  there  tvcre  discovered 
other  evidcDCca  of  severe  maltreatment.  In  two,  there  were 
tracca  of  injury  to  tho  brain  ;  in  two  others  the  Spleen  had 
been  pierced  by  the  ends  of  fractured  ribs.  In  the  reiuaiuing 
three  instnncesj  the  organ  appeared  to  have  been  ruptured 
without  very  extraordinary  violeucc,  when  in  an  enlarged 
and  softened  condition.  I  have  met  with  only  two  iuatanccs 
in  my  own  Indian  practice,  both  occurring  in  females  struck 
by  their  husbands,  in  which  rupture  of  an  enlarged  Splecu  was 
the  only  severe  injury  discoverable.  I  find  sixteen  other  cases 
in  which  the  rupture  of  diseased  Splccua  occurred  in  India, 
rcauUiug  from  blows  and  falls; and  many  others  might,  donbt- 


of  intimnltly  mlhercnt  dtSM  c«iigiilum,  ««ii«i<lenb)/  firtMr  tlita  tb«  craM»- 
mvnium  «(  nn  ardintirr  clot.  Oatwanlljr,  tha  turteu  oTOub  coagiilam  vwm 
■M  «l  all  irrtKvlM,  hot  were  atnooUilj  hioiiIiImI  ky  Uw  pT*MuM»  of  tin 
diapbrAgm  snil  vtbof  (iirriiuniliog  parti.  Tbcro  was  no  i>xiarnal  trim  of 
liijuT]-.  Il  t*U  tUuuHbt  pruboklu  tlial  bu  full  ftvia  llie  ibalt  tif  Ilia  Any  anil 
that  the  whiinl  bhd  ptmtd  otn  hU  Utij. — S««  Maimhftt  limilar  oas««,  Mod. 
Chir.  R^ticw  for  IS3I.  aiul  Lancwt  for  T>oo.  1 1,  1»47. 

*  CdM  by  Dr.  Clilikolm.  Edinborgh  Mnd.  uwl  Surg.  Journal,  toL  tU.  6m 
aIki  Ibfcd.  Chir,  Bciiew,  Jul;  IKIT,  p.  270. 

f  Sm  a«sw,  U*d.  Cbir.  Review,  Jul;  IBS?,  p.  170,  ia  which  raptiiM  t^ 
tht  Kidney  proied  hlal  «f\>r  ua  dsyi. 
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less,  be  collected.     Mr.  Hcddlc,  who  reported  four  of 
cases,*  remarked  that — "  la  all,  the  subjects  bad  resided  io 

stitiations  which  were  remarkablr  unhealthy  ;  in  all,  the  indi- 
viduals had  been  aubject  xo  intermiltent  ferers,  cither  at  tha, 
time  of,  or  shortly  previous  to  their  decease ;  and,  in  ait,  ih 
fatal  tvtnt    occurred  beltpetn    the  months   of  Attffuti    and 
Novem&er,  that  is,  at  the  tcnninutiou  of  tlic  moiiaoon,  tbe 
season  during  wliich  the    Native   iDhabitsnts    of  Bombay 
lufTer  most  severely  from  fever.     The  very  slight  de|^  of 
violcucc  which  proved  sufBcieot,  in  all  these  cases,  to  pro* 
duce  the  serious  lesion  of  the  Spleen,  cnnnot  fail  to  be 
remarked;  and  this  fnct  will  explain  instances,  of  not  onfre- 
quent  occurrence  in  this  country,  wherein  death,  by  misad- 
Tenture,  has  fuUowed  a  trifling  blow,  either  acctdeatnlly  ^-^M 
iDteDtionally  inflicted  on  the  abdomen."  ^^ 

Stick  and  flat  blonrs  iscldom,  if  ever,  cause  rupture  of  a 
healthy  Spleen,  but  the  injury  mny  be  oceasioDBd  by  a  kick.        ' 
A  case  of  the  kind  occurred  at  »ea,  in  my  father's  practice^ 
In  the  cnsa  ofu  bunni»h  killed  by  Mahomedim  Tunjubccs  in 
Delhi,  the  Sub.Aasistant  Surgeon  who  examined  the  body] 
said  that  some  very   hard  bluws  indeed  must    have  beeoj 
inflicted   to   rupture  llie    deceased')!  Spleen  which,  thougbj 
larger  tUau  usual,  showed  no  trnce  of  recent  disease-t 

'SA.T.  Hutchinson  has  reported  the  cose  of  au  appArently 
healthy  Native,  about  twcnty-flve  years  of  age,  who  died] 
almost  immediately  after  receiving  a  blow  on  the  left  hypo- 
chondrium,  with  a  umall  piece  of  brick-bat :  "The  Spleen 
could  scarcely  be  said  to  be  enlarged."  A  few  mouths  since, 
I  examined  the  body  of  a  married  girl  of  twelve,  who  had 
died  from  rupture  of  this  organ .  Her  husband  had  struck  her 
on  the  side  with  a  very  slight  bamboo  bow  used  in  beating 
out  the  seeds  of  cotton.     The  Spleen  was  enlui^cd. 


'4 


*  TnoMcUuDi  of  Hid  MoAiml  tuid  Fbyaiod  Socleij  of  BomtNty,  v»l  J.,  p,  301. 
t  JSiMmut  AiUnlul  IUi)U(l«,  K.  W.  P.,  UlU  Jmi,  ISAS,  p.  S& 
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In  giving  an  opinion  of  the  dejpree  of  nolence  required  to 
produce  rupture  of  the  Splcco.  aud  Liver,  it  is  impnrtnnt  to 
bear  in  miud,  that  cases  of  Spoittaiuviis  Ihtpture  of  the  Spleen, 
iu  intcrmitteut  fever,  (probably  always  duriug  the  cold  stage,) 
are  upon  record.*  Dr.  TayJor  cites  cases  o(  Rupture  0/ the 
Livei'  caused  by  the  nmscular  effort  employed  in  nvoiding  a 
full  fruui  hoTsc-bnck,  aud  by  the  shock  offalUitg  ou  the  feet 
from  ft  connidcrnble  height.f 

Id  thn  investigatiou  of  cases  of  this  kind,  it  will  generally 
be  inquired  of  the  Surgeon — IIow  long  cim  a  person  live  after 
hit  Spleen  has  been  ruptured?  Thereply  must  be — that  the 
period  of  survival  will  probably  rnry  much  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  each  case, — the  position  and  extent  of  the 
rupture,  the  healthy  or  disoascd,  the  iadurated  or  softened 
condition  of  the  organ.  It  would  appear  tliut,  apart  from 
mere  vascular  fulness,  enlargement  of  the  Spleen,  from  organic 
change  in  its  tiasues,  generally  tends  to  retard  hicmorrhage 
from  its  ruptured  autfacea.  Death  may  result  from  rupture 
of  the  Spleen  at  any  period,  from  n  fev  minutes  to  eovoral 
days.  For  example,— Professor  T.  Vf.  Wihou  has  favored  me 
irith  Ilia  report  of  the  case  of  Kania  Dome,  uho  received 
several  blows  iu  a  scnille  with  n  liiirkundaur,.     "He  dir.d  int. 


■  Sfo  (MtgoH  of  n  Corpurat  of  AxQUarj wad,  at  aSopojr,  by  M«a«n,  L«clii« 
nnd  Grui;;,  h  (juhUiI  by  Dr.  Vvbb,— PathologJM  Indk«,  p.  114.  Ala» 
Aincnran  •Toiiriml  at  3(«lic>l  Scicncis  trr  April  idii,  p.  &3«,  %aH  for  OaColwr 
18-19.  p.  3C9  ;  snd  r^iiiit.  MikI.  OaiccU^  vol.  xxxv.  p.  912. 

"  OccAsicnftll;^,  tliough  •nidom,  «nUrg«i»ont  of  the  S|>leen  prorct  t»U.l  by 
Tti[ilurr,  in  vrhiuU  vtim  ileatli  Ukoa  ]ibtco  tuddonly,  «)lbcr  at  the  Baniiaeuue- 
mml  of  Iba  ct)1J  fit  ui  tt^c.  or  by  evi>u  ilie  iiligbleil  exertion  «r  tbu  inrklid 
Wftlking,  it  may  hn  from  hi«  awn  charpoy  to  that  of  hiacomrulo."  Dr.  0. 
Fincbt  in  Trani.  of  ibe  U.  *U(1  P.  3.  uf  Uul>:utU>  vol.  ix.  p.  1,  pa^  39. 

Dr.  T.  W.  WiUun  mggoiiu.  with  gn-ai  renauii.  tlie  protmbilitj  [lifti,  hnweTsr 
Mft<.-ncii  nnd  cnngpsUul  U  may  b«,  tbu  Spteu-ri  utivr  ntpturcn  qM>nt*a#out]y 
except  uudLT  tbv  aciion  of  muBCobur  prvatuie— nliilc  ibe  pativnt  ia  luming  or 
moiriiijt  midili-nlj, 

t  Cruvciihior  BiMaks  of  rnpinre  of  pnlargnd  livoni  and  Sploona,  jn  cbiUrcD, 
rvsultinj;  frum  ]>alpaliuii,  ia  the  cvofM  of  a  mc^icftl  •xftminaUvD. 


«v  vTMCix  jvtarucprfcz 


Tbere  vere  no  extenul  niarki  of 


injury. 


qmatitj  of  Uood  vie  foK^d  cffaied  into  the  cniTf 
oflfaepentooeuD.  TheSfleeavMnptaredintvoplacaoc 
its  ioDer,  or  comsTC,  tax^ce,  one  ruptore  «bs  kbont  two  iadei 
long,  the  other  mboat  an  iodi.    There  vere  coa^nlB  in  bod 

tpUu.  Tbe  Spleen  wetgbed  L2)  ooBaes,  and  was  to  friaUeu 
to  yield  euUv  to  tbe  finger,  and  not  to  besr  handling  withoot 
blling  to  pieee*.  Tbe  man  was  in  good  condition,  and  bid 
DOt  preriouslr  been  ill.  Dr.  WUmo  add*,  howerer,  Ibtt  he 
va«  a  dniiikaid, — and  ihat  this  is  a  canse  of  soAcoing  of  the 
Spleen.  VTe  nuj  contrast  this  case  with  that  recorded  bjr  Dr. 
Cbialiolm,*  of  an  artillerTman  who,  in  descending  ■  dedintr^ 
fell  on  a  large  stone.  He  suiTcred  so  Uttte  iDconremcDce  it 
tbe  time,  that  be  was  able  to  work  at  tbe  forge  that  ereniog, 
and  on  tbe  following  morning.  lie  was  then  attacked  with 
STRiptoms  vbtcb  were  altogether  of  a  febrile  and  acntelj 
ioflammatorv  character.  He  ditdnevrlgfivedaytJitiertheUiL 
CpoD  the  |KHterior  conrex  side  of  tbe  Spleen,  tbere  naa  a 
rupture  through  the  whole  of  its  subttaucc,  at  least  two  iacbe* 
in  length.  The  edges  had  aflotid  appCArancc  in  come  places, 
io  others  something  like  sphacelus  could  be  perceived.  The 
Spleen  itself  waa  ofrerj  considerable  size;  but,  in  other 
reipcctfl,  bad  uo  nppcamnce  of  disease.  No  njention  is  made 
of  blood  effused  into  the  abdominal  cantj-.  "For  a  year 
before,  he  bad  been  frequeotly  harassed  with  dangeroiLS 
attacks  of  Remittent  Fcrcr." 

Cases  present  themselves,  from  time  to  time,  in  which  per- 
Mna  iu  wliom  rupture  of  tbe  Sptecu  or  Lirer  is  supposed  to 
hare  occurcd  recover, — often  witb  recurring  attacks  of  peri- 
toneal iiiflatnmatioD.t    Mr.  Marcus  O.  Hill  has  lately  men- 


I 


*  tMioburgh  Mi-dinl  and  Surgical  Jonnisl.  v<i1.  tIL 
t  Mr.  Bvnnvtt.  of  UiLlialiam.  lAnoot,  ;2»nd  MMth    IH-IS,  anil  Mr.  EL  Sttk* 
MB,  of  Stii'fflFlil,  Prm,  \M,  anil  Sur.  Journul,  luth  Due.  1 S4S,  tUo  Gnihrie't 
OanBoiiuriM,  p.  acit. 
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tioned  to  me  a  cnse,  vhich  occurred  some  time  since  at  St. 
George's  Houpital,  iu  vriktclt  Mr.  B.  Ilawkios  liad  reuaan  to 
believe,  that  a  person  who  had  been  nm  over  recovered  from 
a  rupture  of  tbc  Spleen,  This,  however,  was  uot  proved  to 
hare  beea  the  case.  The  ^troagcst  evidence  which  I  can 
discover  of  the  possibility  of  recovery  from  wounds  of  the 
Spleeo  is  that  given  by  31r.  Guthrie,  who  states  tliat  he  has 
"seen  accidentally,  after  death,  cicatrices  in  the  Spleen  cor- 
reapoudiug  to  external  marks,  indicative  of  a  former  wound."* 
This,  however,  cannot  be  taken  as  proof  that  riipturca  of  the 
Spleen  are  otherwise  than  inevitably  mortal.^ 


*  CommvnturiR)  in  Surgery,  p.  Sfil. 

f  Note. — An  ihvM  pogps  mny  coniu  under  lli«  nutiee  af  d  Urge  pmpnnion 
Artb»(oe'(i>'al  men  prtictiting  in  India,  Ui«  following  pructirfll  hint  ma/ not 
ba  ftllogvllier  out  vt  place. 

De&lh froiu  rupture  or  tbi-SplM>n»iacominitntin  •>M'iirrAii''o  in  lliirtoxintnr, 
(few  Civil  Surgrons  of  foiirlvcu  yean'  (ixp«rieuv«  iii  lkii4:<il,  biiiiii;;  ui«l  vrilh 
fewer  than  from  eigVii  la  t«di«  caiii-i.)  itiot, — in  ih«  abst'oci-  uf  any  ccrlain 
fiwTtiwh*t^v«T  tnnding  to  •how  thut  a  rupluri!  Ihrougli  llio  oapiuln  of  llio 
6|>Iccii  i;iLu  Lv  r«.*uvcru<l  from, — U  appcart  right  Ut  tahtaii  iv  iUl-  jud£nicut  of 
tlie profc^uton  anycciursvul'  [rrutinciit  whicb  may  appvnr  to  affordachniK^^  of 
1ir«  In  Rieb  CM**.  Instftiict^t  an  on  rnconl,  in  which  ecinsidoniblo  portioni  of 
tlie  Splvcn,  protrudiiiK  ibnniKh  woaod*,  Ii4t«  been  «itcccasfully  rcmgicd.  Soo 
Fargiuion  fbil.  Train.,  vol.  xj.  1 737 •38,  p.  435,  ((bree  ouiiresnnd  ■  liolf  uf 
jifoItiiiIqiI  Splcc^n  lif;utiir«4  nod  cut  off.)  and  MoDonofrl,  in  Webb'i  I'nthologia 
] adieu,  p.  114, — ia  wluob»  tur^porti'jn  uf  iht  Splvvn  of  u native  wu  vxciwcl, 

Thiitre  is  nljO  on  tvenrd  tho  cu*v  c^nmiilured  to  he  atithnntio  by  Guthrie 
and  St'iilh,  iu  whic^b  ibe  Splwn  of  a  hub,  wounded  al  t>e(ttti{^'ti,  iraa  fuiuiJ 
protruiling  nnd  covurral  wiili  dirt,— ii  was  cat  oil  "nJ  ihc  pnii«nt  nrattte± 
Sea  alio  a  leconil  vtma, .).  nni!  C.  BalV*  Anat.  and  I'hyf.,  4th  Kd.  p.  3M  ;  and 
ft  third  by  Uorgagni,  fTOio  Fantaaa*,  in  which  the  womiui  lurvii-ed  fi>c  years. 

It  wM  elnarly  proved,  by  the  eJtp«rini*!nH  of  IIoUIct  and  Vallinti«ri,  thjt 
IwmOT^  of  iht  Spleen  io  (he  lowor  animaJs,  d^j;'^  Sic,,  bas  Wen  rccQVcr«<I 
from  without  erideace  of  any  M^rinua  d(-mn);Pment  of  the  lilal  runclions.  In 
nny  other  than  a  Mt  ufc^OTt  whidi  ntv,  under  oih or  ircatuipai,  neeeaiariJy 
and  'iDTariably  aaortal,  «o  Kt-urw  a  couneai  that  about  Iv  be  adroeated  w<>iild 
scarcely  b«  Mnctionod  by  ihe  above  tluta )  but,  here,  t  conndrr  ihal  Iht-  fartt 
adduoctt  justify  mo  in  rMom mending'  thnt.  in  any  case  whrrp  a  periusi  hm  ing 
been  tlruL'k  ia  (lit  oituUiw  *ii  tbe  left  floating  ribs,  U  fouiul  by  tbc  i>urg«uu  tg 
«  2   K 
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One  of  those  cases  of  death  occorring  saddcnly  f 
BloKf  oa  (he  aMomm,  from  Concussion  of  the  Solar  Plexus, 
indepcadently  of  discarcrable  iujury  to  any  orgiui,  came 
under  mj  notice  about  four  rears  since.  It  was  stated  tint 
the  deceased  hnd  becu  struck  vith  a  thick  pole  on  tlic  riglt 
loin,  aud  had  exjiired  almost  iustantnueoaslir.  No  trace  of 
injury  or  of  grave  disease  could  be  discorcred  ou  the  moit 
careful  csamiiution.  I,  therefore,  reported  that,  as  blows 
iuQietcd  upon  the  front  of  the  abdomen  liad  been  knoiru,  in 
levcral  instances,  to  cause  death  by  a  shock  to  the  ncr* 
vous  Bystem,  it  vas  probable  that,  in  this  case,  U'te  force 


be  etideolly  dying  from  luemoiThagK,  ui  inrUinn  should  «t  onra  b«iwidt.a 
hand  incrodueed  into  tbo  obdominal  oifUjt,  uid  Ui«  Spleen  ••xinoud  ol 
rvmovod,  klUr  dvlig&tUjn  of  its  re&Mlo. 

The  chief  objwtion  to UiUplan  is  thktIiMty  blows «ntiw abdomen  gvMftl^ 
pccsai-PD  veverv  c<illa|>s(<,  aiul  lliHl,  ia  an  ■iwiniaUd  p«r*un  witli  (bjCMid 
SplMn>  soch  coUsfM  cuuld  u«t,  at  t>iit.'u,  lie  di^UnguUlMil  from  UiAt  MiendlBf 
bMDOnlMgs  from  s  rafturwl  inturauL  urgaa. 

Uvn  It  mn«t  ba  ramamband,  that  the  tynpUnni  r«Mi]tiaB  from  ooarnwioH 
6^Ih^  6oIitTpl«xvi(whatr«  tli«  injnn-  is  not  folUiirMlbjrKlmiMt  Jnatani fltrt) 
%rt  tr»uiii<--ul,  wliitu  ihow  <ii  Liriiiorrliai^  inlo  ih«  ftbdaoiiakl  nvttj  n^ftS^j 
Increase  in  intciuitjr.  SUti  I  ivuuld  out  adrU«  any  Surgeoa  to  nmontlM 
BplMD  in  a  can  whora  bn  wait  not  confident  that  tho  patient  was  djing  tnm 
intvrna]  b»iiionrliag«.  Tliia  ovuld  b«  iho  oiilj*  «oHrc«  of  ivry  •«riow  UUcj. 
Il  might  be  difficult  at  onc«  lo  ilistinguiih  a  cum;  uf  %»yen  ruplurv  of  tbe  LaA 
Kiduef  (In  ivbicb.  ai  it  often  thi'  ca«i?,  the  eTidntii'a  of  Uoudjr  nrina  ma  noC 
priKimble)  from  laeoralioo  of  ihu  Sple«n  i  hvrv,  li'jwei<T,  the  Sn(  ivotMon 
iroald  reraal  ih*  preietica  of  a  large  qiiBDiicy  of  blood  bekiiid  tbe  petitoMnta  ; 
and  the  opuraiioo,  carriad  onlj  thu  fir,  could  ocarcely  haAttn  tha  uMvitahly 
frtal  iaita  of  th»  eaa«.  Dr.  Einloch  Kirk  bos  dcucnlml  caiiM  in  wbioh  the 
I«A  IitAe  of  Uw  Lirer,  b«ooiDtng  enliwgnl,  »  felt  in  th«  Uiiiul  pooitioa  of  aa 
hjfierlmpbiad  Splaen.  Ia  tlio  poMiblaereiic  of  »ach  an  ntgui beoooiag ni|K 
turril,  »n  error  in  dia^nosU  would  VMtiHy  lead  t»  unaacMiary  tU4afarMic«  in. 
a  caw  of  niort«l  injiHT-. 

Tba  inciiiOD  (bould  extend  juntbRlow  tW)a»t  floating  rib,  troaillM 
edge  of  tba  ^tuiJratu  Imativf um  luuwln  tu  raltiLT  uiiro  than   nn  [ndt  bajroot 
Ibc  point  of  iha  wtilage  of  tbu  rib. 

After  a  few  cxiwrlmanta  upon  the  dead  body,  I  bo  remoTal   offfres  an 
aaUTgod  Spioen  Ihrnngh  sncb  an  oponlng,  will  t>v  found  to  be 
litlU  difieult}'. 


u    ui  vrm    an  i 

be  a  maltar  of  ^^ 
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applied  to  the  side  of  the  belly  hnd  acted  ia  a  similtir 
maouer. 

In  1819,  a  cxie  occiirred,  nt  ^fonghir,  in  nlucli  a  bo; 
vroA  snid  to  btivu  beea  killed  l>y  two  kicki.  The  lucdicni 
ofncer  fontid  that  the  right  tutig  had  hccu  lUseiiscd  for  some 
time.  Ha  couM  dUcoTer  no  sign  of  viol ertce,  and  stAtcd  that, 
in  hit  Opinion,  fcrcr  was  the  cause  of  death.  Tho  MagiS' 
trate  asked  if  a  kick  ou  tho  stomach  would  cause  death. 
He  replied  that  the  organs  of  the  abtlomcD  were  healthy, 

»hut  that,  if  the  boy  waa  kicked  severely  on  the  atomach, 
it  might  cause  iustantancoua  death.  The  Magistrate,  there- 
fore, inferred,  that  the  second  kick  naid  to  have  been 
given  by  the  prisoner  to  the  deceased  fell  on  the  atomnch 
and  caused  death,  he  therefore  committed  tlic  prisoner,  to 
which  course  the  tiuperiutcudcut  of  Police  seems  ta  hare 
objected.* 

The  following  case  of  death  after  a  severe  blow  on  the 
body  unattended  with  any  discoverable  organic  lesion,  has 
great  medieo-logal  importance.     Two  men  of  Sewao  (,Sarun) 

■  went  to  the  house  of  one  Lontoo,  to  press  him  u  a 
*'  l^ar."  He  was  preparing  to  smoke,  and  lus  daughter, 
a  child  of  eight,  stood  close  by  him,  holding  his  hookah. 
He  aaid  he  would  go  when  he  had  smoked.     One  of  the 

■  men  then  seixed  him  and  boat  him  with  an  iron-bound 
UUtte,  and  the  other  gave  him  "  a  riolent  dig  in  the  rib*" 
with  B  long  heavy  iatla,  the  blow  knocked  him  down  over 
his  child,  whose  neck  is  said  to  have  been  twisted,  and 
who  remained  iuscuiiible,  from  that  time  till  nearly  tlie  fol- 

*  PoliM  Rvpori.  L  P.,  IS49,  p.  15.  Tb  IL*  following  eM«,  dMth  vtfry  ft«- 
batiljr  ramlUiil  frun  itiii  cikuiic,  but  Ui«  fWct  wm  not  dbcoTwad  bjr  dtwwrtioM. 
A  iMti  btlog  Miitry  witli  hi*  nuMmtx,  Um  widow  of  hi*  broihir,  (ut  spMLiag 
lo  apnoa  afirbani  ha  *rH  jr*luiu.  >tnirk  bor  Iwa  >Upt  ud  kwbvd  bar 
vIo1«atl]r  '*tind*r  iho  br«M*."— cka  di«>l  uuii*diktsly.* 


•  SianM  AdMlDl  KtpiMU,  m.  W.  P..  Sr<  Xor.  ISM.  |>.  m. 
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lowing  morning,  when  sfae  expired.  The  above  circnmstanca 
appear  to  linve  been  clearly  proTcd,  not  only  bjr  the  cridcnce 
of  five  cye-witnesaes,   but    by   the  account  girea    by  iba 
prisoners  tliemaetves.    Loirtoo  iras  carried  iuiide,  and  niier- 
vards  vent,  vith  the  support  of  two  persont,  to  the  ticca- 
dar  of  the  Tillage  to  complaio.     RctuniiDg  home,  he  wu 
ill  all  uight,  TOiDitiDg  rioleatly  nfter  drinking  vatcr.     [Te 
expired  neit   day   at   noou.      Oa    the  follovring   d»r,  Dr. 
J'lemiDg  found  the  'bodies  swollen^  from  the  heat  of  the 
TTcather.     He  found  no   marks  of  injury  whatcrer.     The 
healthy  state  of  the  viscera  led  htm  to  sappoeo  that  death 
might  have  been  caused  by  some  narcotic  poison,  bat  he  H 
allows  that  the   contents  of  the   stomach    might    present 
the  same    appearance,  though    no    poison    had   been  ad-  h 
inini»tcred>  V 

Rupturet  and  Woundi  of  the  Heart— It  is  well  known  to 
Medical  men  that  compression  of  the  chest,  and  blows  and  S 
falls  not  unfrcqueutly  determine  rupture  of  some  portion  of 
the  Ileitrt  or  Thoracic  Blood>  Vessels^ when  those  organs  are 
in  a  perfectly   healthy  condition  j    and  tlwt, — when  their  ■ 
tissues  hare  undergone  fatty  or  earthy  degeneration,  or  have 
biicome  aucurismal, — very  slight  local  injuries,  the  muscular 
exertion  which  attends  a  struggle,  mental  emotion,  sexual 
excitement,  or  sudden  exposure  to  viciuitudes  of  beat  of  fl 
cold,   arc    liable   to  occasion    leaions  resulciug  iu  sudden 
dentil.    This  is  nearly  equally  the  case  iu  Europe  and  in  ^ 
India.  I 

Professor  T.  W.  Wilson  has  favored  me  with  the  detaiU 
of  the  following  most  important  case  of  Rupture  of  the 
Heart  occuriug  iu  a  scuffle^  but  evidently  Jjom  natural 
causes. 


*  Tb«  lut  «enuii«B  la  Mau««lv  bUlUgiblo,  probably  owing  to  a  muprivt  4 
but  ic  >)ipran  u>  iihow  that  na  lolcnul  orgnn  wm  niplureiL^Niumat 
A'Uwtut  lUsporu,  4t(i  Kor.  IsS't,  p,  US. 
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A  FltDclu,  of  Jlanipore  Baiilinli,  aged  35,  an  tutbitunl 
drunkard,  ft-asted  witli  thirty  others  during  tlic  uight  of  tbc 
23tiI  July  1850,  ctiLubrutiiig  tlie  Knicc  Fo^jJhIi  kikI  driiiliiiig 
freely.  Aflcr  this,  he  and  five  others  went  to  liriuk  iigaiu^ 
at  LO  A.  u.  A  quarrel  aud  scuffle  ensued;  lie  fellj  and  it 
was  supposed  that  he  received  l^  blovF.  He  never  vpoko 
agaiu.  There  waa  the  trace  of  a  bruise  ou  the  head,  but  no 
other  outwiud  mtirk  of  iujury.  A  bluody  fluid  was  issuing 
from  the  Qose,  aud  there  vaa  a  strong  odour  of  spints.  The 
brnin  waa  lu  u,  high  state  of  congestion,  hut  there  was  no 
effusion  of  blood.  Tbc  kiigs  were  also  much  congested; 
and,  in  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left,  the  vessels  had  given  wny, 
foruiug  a  &augaiDeoiis  apoplexy.  The  pcricurdium  was 
found  distended  with  from  a  pouad  to  a  pound  and  a  half 
of  fluid  blood.  This  had  escaped  through  u  rupture  in  tho 
light  ventricle,  close  below  the  semilunar  valves.  The  Heart 
was  nnturnl  in  size,  but  the  right  ventricle  was  thin  and  its 
wusciilar  tissue  soft ;  there  was  one  tear  » illi  a  small  band 
joiuing;  b«low  this,  were  two  ragged  craeks,  like  chaps,  of 
no  great  depth.  Dr.  Wilson  justly  argued  that  this  wili 
the  natural  result, — the  vascular  system  being  over  distended, 
the  lungs  becoming  engorged  during  the  heat  of  a  breathless 
struggle,  aud  the  structures  of  the  llcart  being  yrctcr> 
Daturnlly  weak. 

lu  cases  of  this  kind,  it  is  of  import&nce  to  dcfcrixiiuo 
whether  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  Heart  has  become  wasted, 
or  has  uudergouc  fatty  degeucratioQ,  since  it  has  been  fuuud 
that  direct  violence  may  cause  rupture  of  a  healthy  Heart.* 


'  A*  in  ft  «»••  reportc-d  la  the  Mtditat  GaitlU  a  r««r  jf«rs  tiiioc,  in  irhicli 
tLv  vtruko  vf  &  iniulivt  ball,  probublj  ctiuicini;  siilcwayi,  raptured  tbo  ri^hc 
Tentrirte  W'illi'iiit  l«iiriiiglhe  pocicBrdiiini.  Similar  In  mod  I)u  ftltu  (ii<nii-rrtl 
1*  tint  r«Milt  i>r  ftillR.  an<l  of  grval  m«'liari«il  vtotcncw.  whoni  tbc' strurlnrtr 
vftbw  b"iLrt  bH)  lx.-va  b«ulllij,  Mill  nu  vxMniBl  irnce  of  injury  bua  beeu  |icr- 
npeiblc. — At  ia  ibc  cok*  raporud  by  iU.  rmcoiL  Ufmiu.  Lu  ibv  lil  toL 
of  tho  Trtnfisc  tii>iu  of  tbo  f  atholoelcd  Society  of  Lonilciii,  p.  8 1 . 
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Mr.  Prescott  Hewett  hits  described  a  case  in  whicb  tli 
septum  venlricnhrum  cord'it  was  fouud  ruptured  in  r  boy 
n^ed  five,  over  whofw  chest  a  heavy  cart  wheel  had  passed.* 
The  following  somewhat  sioiiJiii  caac,  bjr  Jlr.   U.  J.  Carter,      i 
of  Bombs}-,  dcBcrrcs  notice.  ^P 

A  Parsee,  aged  Mbout  40  years,  temperate  and  liealtbT, " 
robu»t  and  veil  formed,  was  kuocked  doffti  by  the  shaft  of 
a  foiir-wliecled  vehicle  and  survircd  the  accident  about 
eigbt  and  forty  hours.  There  were  sevoraJ  outward  bruises 
and  excoriations.  None  of  the  bones  of  the  chest  were 
fractured,  the  lungs  were  much  eugorged.  The  cavities  of 
the  Heart  were  empty.  There  was  an  aperture,  lai^e  enough 
to  receive  a  small  waluut  (about  three  quarters  of  ait  inch  in 
diameter),  close  to  the  iipei  of  the  iuterveotricular  partitioa. 
Its  circumfcreucc  waa  soft,  shreddy,  whitifih,  and  lymphy, — in 
fact,  it  was  evidently  a  tear;  it  formed  a  direct  commnai> 
catioa  between  the  Tentriclcs,  was  of  recent  occurrence^  HDii,^| 
in  all  probability,  had  been  ovcasioncd  by  a  fall^  or  by  forca 
communicated  from  witUout.f 

Mr.  Curtcr  adds  the  following  note  by  M.  Ollivicr — That 
the  sent  of  rupture  of  the  Heart  from  external  violence  it 
more  frc(|ueutly  in  the  rigbt  than  in  the  left  cavities,  the 
reverse  of  tliis  takes  place  wlicu  the  rupture  occurs  from 
other  causes.  Out  of  1 1  cases  occurring  from  extemnl  i 
riolence,  the  right  cavities  were  torn  in  8,  and  the  left  iu; 
3;  and,  in  six  of  these  cases,  the   auriclca  were  ruptured. 

Although  it  was  lon^  believed  that  cardiac  affections  wore 
among  the  rarest  diseases  of  India,  it  is  was  now  well] 
known  that  they  are  of  by  no  means  uufreijueut  oecurrenca 
here;  and  subsequent  obscrvntton  hns  contirmcd  a  statc- 
inent  which  I  made  aomo  years  since,  to  the  effect  that 
the  habits  of  Suropeona  in.  tbia  country   greatly   disposo 

*  Op.  CUM. 
t  Trant.  oTtlw  Boubsr  Mwiickl  wid  Flijiicsl  Society  far  18«S>»,  pu 
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tliem  to  suffer  from  futty  dcgeacmlion  of  the  eardinc  mus- 
cular tissue.*  In  a  VEiluabie  memoir  recently  publiiKed, 
Mr.  C.  N.  Macimmara  mentions  that,  out  of  24  men  of  tho 
1st  European  Bengul  Fusiliers,  who  illed  at  Dinaport-,  between 
February  and  September  1855,  3  died  from  ruptnrc  of  the 
great  vessels  near  the  Heart,  the  consequeuco  of  futty  dege- 
neration.t  la  one,  the  descending  cava  had  given  way  at  its 
junction  with  tho  auricle.  lu  the  other  two  cuses,  tSie  aorta 
Itnd  given  way,  in  one  cose  ivithlu,  aud  in  the  other  juat 
without  the  pencardlum. 

It  was  formerly  helieved,  and  may  still  be  the  popular 
opinion,  tlint  all  wounds  of  the  Heart  produce  almost  iustan. 
tnjieoua  doath.f  It  ia  now,  however,  well  known  by  medical 
men,  that  the  atructurea  of  the  Heart  often  sustain  severe 
mechanical  injnriefi,  which,  by  certain  adaptations  of  tho 
parts,  are  prevented  from  being  fatal,  often  for  hours  aad 
days,  and  sometimes  even  for  wceks.^ 

Life  appears  generally  to  he  more  or  less  protracted  ia 
cases  of  injury  to  the  Heart  under  the  following  circom- 
stances; — When  the  injury  does  not  extend  beyond  tho 
muscular  walls;  when  the  wound  penetrates  the  muscular 
coat  obli(^uely ;  where  it  ia  a  mere  puncture,  or  is  in  tho 
direction  of  the  Rtronger  muscular  fibres;  or  where  it  is 
ragged  aud  lacerated,  ns  in  the  case  of  gun'Shot ;  where 
the  large  blood  veRselH  and  the  proper  arteries  and  veins 
of  the  Heart  rcrafun  intact;  where  the  instrument  remains 
fixed  iu  the  wound. 


*  PrtKliciLl  TroaUjic  an  Uit  Maiuijpiiiiiiiit  uf  Ditcui^  of  the  Hcarti  &c-,  ia 
Initia,  IHSl,  p.  77. 

t  Indian  AmikU  of  MnUcnJ  Scionce,  OcU  1S3S,  p.  ISS* 

t  Taylor,  pp.  307, 32b. 

%  From  n  »erifs  ot  CHvn  rallecle*!  bj  ^I.  M.  Olllricr  and  Snnion,  citixl 

by  l)r.  Tftylar,  it  would  appear  that,  out  of  (urcn/Jy-ninc  iaiUacca  of  ptDHrat- 

Ing  wouiKiB  of  the  IlMn,  only  lav  provad  fatal  wilhln  /orty-n^At  htnir*.    Jo 

iho  othen,  ilonlh  look  plorc  at  the  varying  periods  of  from  four  to  iwmily- 
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The  most  remarkable  case  of  lun-iTat  iiftct  iojury  to  tfao 
Heart  or  ita  great  vessels  on  rcoord,  is  prob&blj  one  nar- 
rated  hy  Mr  William  White,  of  Rangooa.     A   soldier  was 
voundrd  in  the  Btormiug  of  the  Great  Pagoda,  on  the  \-Uh 
jipril  1852.     The  bull  entered  a  little  above  the  anterior 
fold  of  the  left  axilla,  taking  an  oblique  direction  to  tlto 
carity  of  the  chest.     At  first  lie  appeared  to  be  doing  well, 
and  the  wound  closed.     Subsequently,  his  health  declined 
vith  feverish  symptoms  and  evidences  of  pnlmouar;  dis- 
ease.    A  few  days  before  bis  deaths  it  vas  noticed  that  "  tbe 
Bfition  of  the  heart  vroa  ireak,  hut  natural,  its  sTstole  and 
diastole  re^^ular  and  equal,"     lie  died  worn  out  and  emaciat- 
ed on  the  2  Uli  of  June.*    The  ball  appeared  to  hare  entered 
the  cliest  between  the  third  and  fourth  ribs,  passing  down- 
wards tu  the  left  side.     There  was  a  circumscribed  empyema, 
the  cavity  of  which  extended  from  the  first  to  the  seveoih 
rib,  and  contained  a  pint  of  pus.     A  small  portion  of  tho 
cloth  of  the  jiickei  was  lying  loose  at  the  orilice  of  a  canal 
aituntcd  nhoiit  the  middle  of  tliu  lung  on  its  coorex  aspect 
— this  canal,  passing  forwards  and  inwards,  stopped  abort 
close  to  the  union  of  the  pulmonary  reins,  where  all  further 
traces  of  the  passage  of  the  ball  were  lost.     On  raising  the 


«igbt  dkys  after  thu  receipt  of  tho  wound.  I  «mnot  bat  b»tien  ihil  tli*«« 
etaiUticJs  ulili«'Ui;li,  <>f  tnursi!,  Uurully  itue,  are  aUuxelbRr  dcfioptit*,— i.  «.  if 
UiAy  AN  intcoilnl  to  thaw  tlibt,  oiil  uF  Iwviity-niii*  persona  rvci-ittng  wound* 
of  lh«  Ilt^urt.  ttivra  U  any  jirtibabilit)*  whaii't«r  Ibiil  lwciily-«orro  would 
■urri(u  at  leMt  furly-uigiil  honm.  Tho  |ir<iliabilily  rntWr  i*  tliM  not  mnn 
than  two  out  oftbo  iweiity-niiiD  wuulit  iurvii-i>  furty-cijibt  inintito«.  Thor* 
oan  acarcfly  bo  »  doubt  ihnl  most  of  thtcaieapcillcctwi  by  Iheieitttbon  ww« 
obuinod  from  baakt,  wl]i>rc  ihi-y  wore  jiublltthed  a*  rtm  initaucw*  ot  tnjnrjr 
to  ibc  lIvAfi : — tb«  rarity  of  such  casL-*  mainly  depending  upon  ihie  period  of 
aurrlval.  No  nediciU  man  would  be  lUcely  to  eoniidor  an  ordinary  cm*  of 
wound  of  tli»  npait — 1. 1.. — one  in  which  the  iroiind  wa*  ilmple,  and  death 
almont  iniibHitancoaN, — b>  worthy  o(  r»c<>rd. 

*  It  appran,  in  the  printed  rapnrf,  tbal  dnth  took  place  on  the  24Ui  ot 
Januarif.  Imt  ihii  la  *Tidaot]y  a  lypog^phiMd  orrnr. 
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licart,  bovercr,  a  hard  and  firtaly-impcictctl  substance  wa« 
folt  at  its  apex ;  this,  oa  cxamkuaxion,  proved  to  be  the 
ball,  ill  tlio  left  ventricla,  at  ita  most  inferior  part,  crossed 
and  re-crosaed  hy  tito  corda:  tcudiucic  ftud  carneic  columniD 
which  flrmly  secured  it  in  iti  ponition.  Tlie  Ilenrt  nas 
perfect  in  every  part.  Mr.  "VVhito  considered  that  the  only 
cuQclusion  which  could  be  arrivel  at  was,  that  the  bali 
must  hare  perforated  a  pulmounry  jcia,  and  thus  passed 
iDto  the  left  auricle,  and  ultimately  into  tUe  reatricte. 
Tbis  ciplanatioii,  however,  admits  of  doubt.* 

Ill  cases  where  the  iuteru&l  viscera  arc  found  extensively 
ruptured,  any  alluaioa  to  the  absence  of  external  brniBes  is 
generally  met  by  tlie  question: — "Is  it  possible, that  nblow 
or  kick  might  he  iiillietcd  on  the  abdomen  sufScicntly  severe 
to  rupture  one  of  the  viscera  or  a  blood-vessel,  and  yet  no 
external  mark  be  left?"  Theauswermuat  he  in  the  aOirnia- 
tivc.  I  have  met  with  more  than  one  instance  in  wbieli  the 
passage  of  a  wheel  over  the  Belly,  causing-  rupture  of  the  Liver, 
Kidneys,  or  Bladder,  has  not  left  the  faintest  discoverable  trace 
externally.  Nearly  aU  writers  oa  wouuds  have  recognised 
this  fact.  Morgngui  ilUistrated  it  by  the  case  of  au  ecelcsias* 
tie,  whose  skull  was  fractured  by  a  blow  which  failed  to  rend 
his  silken  cap. 

*  Fftomior  girvc  the  eaao  of  &  Sotilior  wlio  ■urvirvd  ft  ^n-thut  wnnnd  oti 
Ui-o  choit  lix  TV>T*>  Xid  ili*^  from  another  CAiur.     'the  bull  vat  kiautl  \viigiti  ■ 
In  the  riKliL  renutcle  uf  thv  Urtrl  near  in  npr x.  iinfolili^  In  a  great  in«asur« 
in  tho  p«>m'ur(liuin,  ■iiit  rcaling  on  tli«  trpliim  mtdinm.    (Cos  Karei  Ln  Diet, 

Dr.  Cuvochiu),  of  Kf  w  Vurk,  hoa  rGcvnLl;^  publixhwl  tbe  case  of  a  ihh 
who  livid  tweha  dny*  aft«r  hating  htia  •nouixAed  in  iho  ebut  b^  a  Cott'a 
revolver  ballot.  Thore  wo*  p«ricar<litj*— A  ballet,  one  inch  in  eireumfMvnoc^.l 
wu  fuuiid  oatclopcd  in  n  dulicalc  c;tl.  aii4  «iabcdied  lo  ifao  (]i>|iih  of  %  \ 
quarter  of  oil  inch  in  Ibc  miunuUr  Umdc  of  tho  Soplum  <>t  Iho  VuiitriBlaiv 
"Thft  wound  luui  pntir*ly  ricjitriaid''  [?]  '■  Umr«  wm  no  outvrnrJ  riribU 
alga  «f  iia  prvMnce"  (Ami-r.  }hle>t.  ilonthlj.  April  IS&fi ;  and  Bil.  Mn\.  Jour- 
BftI  fiir  (X'tubof  of  thai  year  )  With  Dr.  Whiio'E  oatv,  tine  )«rio»  I*  renderDdtJ 
Bonplfto  h^  an  iutanea  uoticcd  by  riouijwt,  in  wluob  a  iHillet 
lodged  in  liii:  right  rcolticJi:  tgr  j«n  (Soutli.} 

S  s 
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^^^f  Injuries  to  tlic  ALdorainnl  Viscem  are  doobtless  ooca- 
^^^^  sionnlly  inflicted  by  BansdollaU  and  siDular  modes  of  corn- 
el pression.  Id  l&i7,  Br.  Irvine,  of  Patna,  reported  the  cate 
^H  of»  Native  PoWccmon  wlioac  dcatb  was  eWdcntly  oco- 
^H  sioued  by  pressure  apon  the  IjiTcr  and  Spleen,  the  conrex 
^H  surface  of  the  former  being  inflamed,  and  there  being  a 
^H  round  gangrenous  depression  on  tlic  right  edge  of  the  Spleen. 
^P  There  had  been  hicmatcmcsis  previous  to  denth.  Dr.  Irvine 
considered  that  these  injuries  arose  from  the  vmt  beiag 
very  tightly  bound  with  some  pliable  substaacc. 

MUTILATION. 

lu  common  with  most  other  barbarians,  the  Hinda  and 
Mussulmaun  rulers  of  ludia  seem  to  have  considered,  the 
aummarj-  Mutilation  of  a  criminal  a.  surer  and   more    c«o- 

Iuotuical  modu  of  puuisbmeiit  than  the  infliction  of  icapn- 
sonmcut  at  the  expense  of  the  state.  This  practice  appears 
to  have  been  quite  as  ptcralcut  iu  Bcngnl  under  Seraj<oo- 
dowla  and  his  predecessors  as  it  was,  a  few  years  since,  in 
LftUore,  under  Runject  Singh."  Wnrd,  the  miisionary,  slatea 
that  he  had  been  informed  that,  before  the  £ugliih  criminid 
law  was  executed  at  Calcutta,  the  most  bloody  scenes  were 
frequently  witncaacd.  "Crimiuula  were  brought  to  the 
river  side,  where,  with  blunt  instruments,  they  cut  off  the 
hands  of  boojo,  the  feet  of  others,  and  other  lucmbera  of 
others,  aud  thcu  turned  them  adrift.  Some  of  thcac  poor 
vrctchcs  fell  down  on  the  spot,  and  lay  there  untJl  they 
died;  and  others,  uunbtc  to  bear  the  cxquiaitc  torture  arising 
from  the  mangling  and  amputating  of  their  limbs,  plunged 
into  the  river,  and  found  a  watery  grave." 


•  A«!anling  to  Btit,  tli9  pMultj'  to  lie  iHljiid;^  under  the  &UJi»io»- 
■Ijkii  Lair,  oo  confii'liim  of  Uio  crltno  of  tli*ft  wu,  far  the  llrtl  oAdc*.  *mpa- 
tstlon  of  (be  right  hanil,  uid  ii/r  \h*  Moood,  uipfiUtioii  «f  tlic  Icfi  Toot, 
AIm  aa  andtnl  Daniih  custam— m  iriU  bo  ahown  hnmJUr.  Retail  aliu  a 
fur  olTttttft  •e*>iui  Uw  iMTMti,  not  uBbcUng  UfiE,  wu  zdUlakd  lo  wwuidios 


J 
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A  remarkable  case  of  mnlUation  occurred  at  Mutbra,  in 
1858.  Lall  Doss  was  tried  for  the  murder  of  Luchee  by  at- 
tacking liim  with  ft  nworA,  CHlt'iHffnjffiu  Hand,  whicli  be  carried 
oW,  and  InHictiiig  other  wouiiiltt.  MoIiuTi,  uncle  of  the  tlcceas- 
erl,  mcutioned,  in  the  course  of  hia  evidence  on  the  trial,  thnt 
tircDty-fiTe  rears  ago,  this  prisoner  nUo  irouuilcd  him,  (the 
deponent, )aud  etti  off  ftu  Hand.  The  prisoner  since  wonnding 
hira.  had  ttirucd  byragM,  and  waiiiicrcd  at)oiit  but  spoko 
rRtianall^.  Tiic  priaoncr  said  that  "  he  cut  off  the  hand  of 
Luchee,  becanse  the  hrothrr  of  Ijiichcc  hud  xtotcQ  his 
hook!"  "There  was  not,"  the  Judge  hchi,  "the  slighteit 
reasou  to  believe  that  there  was  any  foundutiou  for  this 
story.  It  seemed  to  be  a  pare  hallucinntion  of  the  prisoner 
trbo,  tiuder  this  impresaion,  inflicted  on  the  supposed  offender 

anil  tiuiniof;  In  the  following  inttanoe*.  1.  For  nj  memlwr  of  tho  body 
■■T«r«d  at  Ibe  jointi  u  k  huid,  una,  <tral,  or  I«k.  AUo  for  ih«  lliietm,  uli) 
lOM,  or  pari  of  Umid,  If  Mf ftratcd  at  the  joint.  -L  Foruiiiiu-,  urfartof 
fkti  our  cut  oC  3.  For  thir  nascv  >f  L-omplete1j  cut  awajr.  4.  For  the  lip^ 
or  rilbor  of  tbem.  i.  For  Ihc  t^lh,  or  an;  iiaoi'b«r  of  them.  For  an  injnry 
to  lhi>  oya  cli'jitriiviii2  thit  tiuht,  trlthaat  loreinf  tho  «yii  tram  llin  sock«t. 
Tho  MtaliMion,  in  this  U«t  CM(^  wm  to  b«  inllid^d  bjr  holding  a  hoi  iron 
before  Ihe  carmtpoDding  vjra  of  the  t»lf«nulra,  till  tiglit  bccnnur  oxtingiutlwd. 

Mutilfttioa  alao  had  a  prouiiiioiit  place  among  Lhv  [«aalti»  <>i\JMaed  bj 
the  ancient  lUndu  Uw.  ~  IVith  whauvvr  Hub,"  naya  Menu,"  a  thief 
coduniu  the  olTcacfi,  \>j  any  swnu  in  ihi*  worll,  m  if  Im  break  s  wall  witJi 
hit  hand  or  foot,  cteo  thfttlimh  itluU  tlie  lung  amputato,  for  the  pruveuliuu 
of  similar  crime"* 

Again,  "  Of  ru'blMint,  who  fanmk  ■  waU  or  pnrtiliun,  and  c^umiait  tbcfi  in 
the  (tight,  let  the  princv  order  the  banii*  to  \h  Iopp«d  bft,  a.\u\  iheoisehea  to 
t)p  lixed  CO  a  iliarp  stake."  *•  Two  finger*  of  a  cut-|Tunu,  Uie  thumb  luid  the 
iadox,  let  him  «aiu«  to  bo  ainpuuilcd  oa  hii  HreC  coarictluoi  ;  on  tlie  wcouil, 
one  hand  and  ono  foot)  on  \h<t  third,  he  ibkU  lufler  de«tl»."t 

For  rtcatiniE  more  Ifaao  M  pautu,  a  band  thtiX  be  aupotated.  &.  M*. 

For  taking  thing*  belonging  to  priest*,  &c.,  the  ofleoder  ihall  uutaotljr  lose 
linlf  uf  one  foot— 0X5. 

•  ab»r.  lUL,  a..m*.  t  oi»9-  n-.  b,  tn-n. 
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tlie  aocieot  native  pnnUhmcnt  for  tliefl,  viz.,  cutting  off  liis 
Hand* 

A  priaoQer  tms  conrictcd  of  cutting  off  his  wife's  Haiitf  ; 
but  no  punishment  vu  awarded, — in  couBcquencc  of  the  pray- 
er of  the  injured  party  that  her  hasbind  should  be  releaMd.t 

I  had,  a  few  years  ago,  a  bUvc  girl  of  Chittagong  under 
treatment,  vho,  among  other  frightful  injuries, — inflictai 
upon  her  person  with  a  dhao  by  her  mastcr'a  brother  who  had 
intrigued  with  her  and  had  become  jealous, — had  ono  hand 
cut  off  through  the  carpal  bones,  evidently  at  a  single  blow. 
The  surface  granulated  and  healed  rapidly.  It  had  forlu- 
tiatcly  happened  that  ahc  had  received  aid,  at  the  time,  from 
a  retired  native  doctor. 

A  man  Bererely  wounded  fwe  [wraons  with  a  aword  and 
spear.  Two  other  persons  were  tried  for  deliberately  cutting 
off  the  Hands  of  this  prisouer ;  but  they  wora  released  and 
rewarded,  as  it  was  shown  that  they  did  M  with  a  view  to  hia 
apprehension  a.nd  in  sclf-defcace.t 

Mutilation  by  cutting  off  the  Nose  and  the  Right  Hand  ta 
titill  oue  of  the  puuishmcatii  for  intrigue  pnictisud  by  the 
lliudua  of  Bengal  and  the  "N".  W.  Provinces,  So  lately  as 
1850,  a  man  of  Baraset,  near  Calcutta,  being  jealous  of  his 
wife,  doHbcratcly  cut  of  her  JVb**,  Lips  and  Right  Iland.^ 

It  was  reported  in  a  trial  at  Nuratngpore,  ia  1B5S.  tliat 
one  Lutkun  was  disfigured  iiy  the  loss  of  his  Noae,  an  act  of 


*  Kiumut  Adawlnt  llcports.  H.  W.  P.,  SOtli  May  tSAS,^  713.    B/lbe 
Eiiiglish  Lkw  "  Na  criniiiiiil  in  (o  lulTur  the  punithmcni  uf  mBUUtion.     If  ■ 
priwnw  \i  (oDtoncrBd,  in  oonrunniC/  nilh  ihc  fulna  of  ilie  tdw  Oficer.  to 
low  two  Umbt,  inatssd  of  Xitiv,^  madu  to  utidergo  luch  panUlicMaL,  bo  ia  lo 
be  impruoiwd  nnil  kept  lo  hard  labour  for  fourleen  j'-eant ;  &ad,  if  tny  pri- 
soner U  Miit«aced  to  I«m  one  limb,  b«  is,  in  li«ti  tX  bucU  panithmont,  to  bo 
IniprliODKl  and  k«|>t  in  hard  labour  for  Mvcn  y«an.~    Beanfurt,  857. 
t  NiaaUBt  Aclawltit  R«pqrt>,  rvt,  i.,  p,  344. 
t  /iirf.  TOl,  i,.  p.  5tr>. 
§  foUvo  Ikporl,  L.  P.,  I JU. 
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rctallatoiT'  rcvcago  executed  by  tlic  relatives  of  u  brahminee, 
whom  lie  seduced.  They  had  also  ma.imcd  hia  Uight  Ana,  in 
on  attempt  to  cut  it  off.* 

A  rcfereuce  lo  tlic  carij  pages  of  Indian  history  will  show 
that  the  Tyrants  of  the  East  generally  put  out  the  Eyea 
&f  their  brethren,  as  a  gufc  modo  of  settiug  dt  rest  all  dis- 
putes regarding  their  suflcession. 

AVc  find,  in  Macnagbtcn'a  licports,  the  trial  of  a  man  irho, 
hnving  tied  the  hands  and  feet  of  his  wife,  threw  her  down,  sat 
upon  her  hreast,  and  put  out  her  E^es  with  a  heated  iron  If 

In  1853,  certain  persons  were  convicted  of  having  assaulU 
cd  one  Phool  Mahomed  whoj  besides  other  injurioa,  had  a 
Pi'ff  driven  inio  h'u  Bijes,  in  consequence  of  which  total 
blindness  rceultcd. 

In  \%52,  ouc  Uahwanecdur,  of  Allahabad,  baring  some 
time  prcvioaslj  pat  hia  wife  away,  on  sumpicion  of  miscoa- 
duct,  and  having  locs.tcd  her  in  a  hnt  clone  by  his  own, 
since  which  time  there  bad  been  constant  quarrelling  be- 
tween thera, — murdered  her.  She  was  found  strangled  in 
the  hut.  Her  left  Eye  had  been  wounded  by  some  sharp 
instrument,  and  the  Surgeon  considered  that  there  must 
liave  hocQ  a  great  deal  of  riolcucc  exerted  in  the  destruc' 
tioQ  of  ita  textures,  as  if  there  had  been  an  intent  to  cxtrnct 

*  Nlmuut  Ainwlat  QcporlN  N.  \V.  1'.,  19tb  M>rch  I8SS,  p.  aos. 
Swh,  jud^iig  hj  Lh»  wonlii  ul'  nn  ftnoienl  JHniih  ballad,  woni  ronnuriy  tba 

puidihDiuit*  of  BeduL'tioQ  and  Adulitry  in  ibo  Dorth  of  £uropo. 

'*  ThDjr  tor*  *«i7  hii  Kjm  n>  bright,"— 
«  ■  *  • 

Qi*  L<>ft  VaM  thM  u»1  hu  (ood  ]t>(M  HuiT. 
T\iwf  b«*aJ  thmi  vlT  M  \hr  kins'*  taanmuA." 

Uaau  M7«— "Of*  maa  who  tkrongh  tIoUbco forcibly conlamtnuw  s 
dasiMl,  lot  tlio  Ung  iiuuntlj'  order  Two  FingMs  to  b«  unpntaWd,  and  ord<r 
hlui  to  pay  ■  Gao  or  600  p«iiu.* 

t  Vol.  li,  p.  -137.  A  [wnon  baiog  j«aloi»  of  anmhor,  bul  him  Jioiivd,  cut 
off  hid  iVoM  and  CAin,  pul  out  hit  £gtt  iritli  ihi-  hookeil  polut  of  k  tUuu,  uiil 
thira  boat  him  to  death. — Pultop  B«port,  L.  Frovinoca  IS3S,  jt.  71. 

*  Ch4.  tULu  p.  MT. 
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it  forcibly.  The  other  eye  was  also  punctured.  There 
were  the  appearances  which  would  result  from  sufTocation. 
The  deceased  seemed  to  bare  had  a  great  struggle  for  Ji/o; 
•s  shown  hy  bruises  on  the  hack.* 

These  atrocious  bBrharitie-H  are  also  inflicted  eren  upon  tie 
Children  of  the  intriguer.  At  about  tbe  snme  time,  a  young 
hoy  of  nuadclkuud  was  found  lying  dead  iu  a  field.  The 
medical  officer  stated  that  the  «kiu  of  the  neck  waa  abraded 
as  if  by  a  rope  passed  twice  round  it — the  Eyes  were  punc- 
tured with  some  sharp-poiuted  iustrumeut,  and  the  point 
of  the  jVoiie  was  cut  off.  The  person  tried  for  tlie  murder 
said  that  one  Choonta,  who  had  taken  away  the  cbild'a 
UDcle's  wife,  offered  him  seven  rupees  to  kill  the  cliild,  as 
the  ciiild'a  father  was  nt  camity  with  him.  The  boy's 
father  confirmed  this  latter  atntcmcnt.t 

It  ia  necessary  to  observe  some  caution  in  giving  au 
opinion  upon  the  condition  of  the  Kyes  of  persons,  whose 
bodies  have  been  for  some  time  exposed  in  Ibe  fieJds, — as 
these  parts  are  generally  attacked  by  birds  of  prey. 

It  is  a  common  practice,  both  in  Bengal  and  in  theNortb- 
Weat,  to  cut  oft"  the  Ears  of  Intriguers. 

Allusion  has  been  already  made  to  the  case  of  a  remalo 
who,  iu  addition  to  various  bruises  and  other  injuries,  had 
lost  one  Ear  and  a  portion  of  the  other ;  and  also  to  another 
instaucc  [at  p.  297]  described  by  Dr.  AVilkie,  who  found  a 
woman's  throat  cut,  her  breasts  gashed,  and  AoM  ker  Eart 
cnt  oE     Sec  aUo  p.  276 — case  of  Harkoa. 

In  February  1854,  a  man  was  couvietod  at  Sylhct,  upoa 
his  own  coufessioD,  of  knocking  another  down  with  a  hcary 
ctab,  and  then  cutting  off  his  I^ar.  lie  pleaded  that  the 
complainant  had  enticed  away  his  sister-ia-law.} 


« 


*  Kiuunut  AdAHlut  It«port«,  Jl.  W.  P.,  >7tlt  April  ISSS,  p.  S96. 

t  IbiJ,  i&tA  Jaa.  1»A2,  p.  ei. 

X  Niumui  Adawlut  R«puTta  fur  I'ebruBi'}'  1SJ4,  f,  192. 
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Two  men  were  convicted,  at  Tipperah,  of  cutting  off  the 
KflT  aud  knockiiig  oul  tlic  frout  tcctli  of  a  pcrton  suspect- 
ed of  haviog  carhetl  on  au  iatrigue  witli  tlic  -nifc  of  ouc  of 
Uicra.* 

This  is  alflo,  not  unfrcqacntlr,  tlic  punislimcDt  of  Tres- 
pnaacrs  aud  Thieves. 

The  Nfttvab  Mccr  Jaffir  AII7  is  said  to  liave  been  bctrav- 
ei  by  one  whom  he  had,  ia  his  prosperity,  cruelly  treated, 
by  causing  his  l^itra  to  bo  cut  off. 

A  pmuucr  liaviut;  cut  off  tlic  Ear  of  u  man,  who  bad 
hiirgluriously  entered  liis  kouse  during  the  iiightj  was 
acquitted, — aa  no  guilt  was  considered  to  attach  to  tlie  act.t 

Two  very  young  lads,  of  Agra,  were  found  guilty  of  hav- 
ing deliberately  cut  olF  the  Kar  of  a  neighbour,  who  would 
not  allow  their  cattle  to  remain  in  bis  lield.  An  alterca- 
tion eosued,  when  tbcy  got  the  man  dowu^  oue  of  them 
a^siated  iu  holding  hini>  while  tho  other  cut  off  his  Ear  with 
a  kkoorpa,  or  spade.J 

A  chowkednr  was  charged  by  an  individual  with  stealing 
from  his  house  a  sum  of  money,  &c  While  the  thief  was 
making  his  escape,  a  female  inmate  of  the  house,  cut  off 
ouc  of  his  Kars.  Upon  the  arrest  of  the  alleged  culprit,  he 
atnted  that  ho  was  intimate  with  the  daughtcr*in*law  of 
the  complainant  who,  in  a  6t  of  jealousy,  cut  off  his  Ear. 
The  Sessious  Judge,  finding  clear  evideuce  for  conviction, 
Rctitenced  him  to  4  yenra'  imprisonment. 

In  1855,  a  woman  nud  lior  son,  inhabitants  of  Nowa- 
kallcc,  murdered  (he  wife  of  the  latter.  The  male  prisoner, 
disploiiacd  with  the  dinner  prepared  for  him  by  hia  wife, 
a  girl  I'i  years  old,  struck  her  on  the  head  with  a  small 
bamboo  twig.      Sbc  then  began  abusing  him,  his  mother, 

*  Nuannt  A<U«rIat  II«porU,  3rd  Nov.  185-1.  fU  iW. 
t  HiiWBut  Adkwliit  tiL-portiH  vol.  m,  p.  aSA,  u  ntnl  Uy  Ih-aufurt. 
t  Ninnat  Adswrul  RcfWHct,  K.  W.  P.,  >tih  CM.  lUt,  p.  CM. 
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nud  nil  coimccted  with  liim.  Tlic  prisoner,  who  was  petrliag 
BOme  augar-canc  with  n  dhao,  went  up  to  the  girl  aad 
deliberately  cut  off  lier  Vndcr-lip,  aaying,  "  I  will  cut  off 
your  mouth  for  ilariug  to  abuse  my  rauthcr."  The  mother 
and  son  then  laid  holrl  of  the  unhappy  girl,  dragged  lier  lata 
the  cook-room,  aud  despatched  her.* 

In  1B51,  a  man  nas  fouud  guilty,  at  Bopal,  of  cutting  off 
the  No$e  Olid  a  portioc  of  the  l/ppcr-lip  and  Chwk  of  bis  irifo 
(sixteen  years  old),  apparcotly  uudcr  the  iuflucoce  of  grouud- 
less  jealousy .+ 

Cutting  olV  the  Nose  is  a  common  puniabmoDt  of  Sexual 
Crime,  hoth  in  Bcugal  aud  the  Norlh-'West.  This  is  evidently 
a  very  ancient  custom.  In  one  of  the  fables  of  the  Hiiopo- 
tlesn,  a  jealous  man  is  dcicrihcd  aa  having  bound  his  wife  to 
a  post.  A  prucuress  eupplies  her  place;  aud,  while  she  is 
in  that  situation,  the  suspicious  huslNtod  cuts  oQ*  her  Nose. 
The  bawd  protests  that  her  own  husband  cut  off  her  nose ; 
vhile  the  unchaste  wife  declares,  lliat  her  Tirtue  has  rcuder- 
ftd  her  proof  against  razors.  Macaaghteu's  lleporta  contaia 
a  very  ungular  cose,  where  a  woman  bad  entered  iuto  ■ 
formal  engagement  to  allow  her  husband  to  cut  off  her  Noao, 
Hands,  aud  Hair  in  the  event  of  lier  behaving  improperly. 
Site  having  forfeited  her  pledge,  her  husband  convened  a 
puuchayct,  forced  a  confessiou  of  guilt  £rom  the  woauui 
and  her  parAmour,  read  to  the  assembly  his  wife's  ODgage- 
ment,  and,  having  received  their  authority  to  tal-astt  ito 

■  ruliop  Ituport,  L.  p.,  for  1644,  p.  44—"  A  onc«-boni  mu  who  inaulu 
k  twicc-boni  luau,  with  gr«ti  tDrc^tiTc*,  oug;lit  to  har*  hi*  Tongse  alib*' 
"With  w1inl«tcr  inombfrr  m  low-bom  naui  ihall  umuH  or  hnrl  kfc  Mwptvier, 
ttren  Hm  Liitiuber  of  his  moat  be  silt  cr  cut,  in»rv  or  less,  ia  fmpanioB  to 
lh«  injur}'."— J/mu,  C  v.,  6.  STOSTS.  f  «pe  Siitus  ihe  Fifth  sjiftMn  C« 
bftte  auWribcd  ta  ihU  rHnllalive  ijitvm.  Ua^ing  discovend  that  a  rntiwr- 
kkle  joktr  ksd  |»«}«ina<d*d  hu  tUlor,  be  itonUnccd  ihs  tncttli  to  lose  his 
EUtiils  mai  his  ToDgiw, 

t  NiMiottt  Adsvlnt  B«port*,  t-«I.  i.  p,  659. 


4 


IN    BIMOAL   AND   THK    X.   W.    FHOriNCItS. 

conditional  deliberately  took  up  a  knife  aad  out  off  Lcr 
Nose.* 

In  1654,  a  Rajshaliye  mnn  confessed  tbat  lie  Iiad  alidiictcd 
tlie  wife  of  another^  dissuading  lier  from  rvturoing  home  by 
telling  her  that  ber  busbnnd  "  vould  cut  off  her  Nose  and 
Hair ;"  cnTsged  at  her  obstinacf  ,hc  murdered  berf  Choonnsi, 
of  Meerut,  admitted  that  be  bad  killed  a  prostitute,  with 
whom  be  bud  cohabited  for  eight  yeura,  by  stubbiag  bcr  in 
the  throat  with  a  bichooa,  or  dagger.  They  -went  to  •  but 
near  the  Gauges,  where  they  drauk  a  bottle  of  spirit,  the 
prisoner  fimoked  chvrrus,  then  boUi  slept ;  and,  w&kiDg  in 
the  morning,  prisoner  said  be  should  cnt  off  her  Nosc  and 
leave  her;  she  said  she  irould  then  ho  of  uo  further  uae,  and 
that  he  had  better  kill  her,  but  that  be  would  not  eacape.  He 
then  etubbcd  her.}  One  Bauce  of  Moradubad,  when  on 
trial  in  1852,  for  the  murder  of  his  irife,  stated  that,  on  her 
refusing  to  admit  his  embraces,  be  took  a  knife  and 
threat«n(>d  to  stab  ber  in  the  stomacb,  and  to  cut 
off  her  Nose,  She  then  Buiz«d  the  knit'e  and  etabbed 
herself.  § 

In  aaotlicr  ca&c,  a  llajpoot,  discorcring  his  uncle's 
vidow  vith  her  paramour,  cut  off  their  Noses  witli  Lis 
sword.  [| 

A  woman  of  Tirhoot,  having  lost  bor  Nosc,  took  oall,  first, 
that  QUO  Bhoeka  cut  off  the  part,  whilst  her  bushand  held 
ber  hftnd8  ;  and  ajterward*  that  ber  husband  did  it,  and  that 
»be  had  implicated  Bhccka  from  motives  of  ciuuity.  The 
husband  was  proved  to  be  the  real  criminal.^ 

■  Kiuunut  Adawlul  Rvperta,  t«].  I.,  p.  SDti. 

t  Ihid.  3Ulll  Nuv.  I8S4,  p.  690. 

X  Kisunul  Adawlui  Koport«.  K-  W.  P.,  loib  April  1S9S.  p.  98S, 

f  tbiH,  julj'  2SeA  1603.  p.  ;S3. 

I  Niasmut  Adawluc  SrporU,  lul.  i.,  p.  337. 

^  Niiamul  Adawlat  Ilvpuru.  IBUi  Dw.  ISll.  p.  738. 
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In  1854,  Adarcc  Daice,  of  Nudilcn,  confcssecl  that,  waking 
in  the  night  and  Rnding  that  his  wife  faad  lefi  his  side,  he 
took  a  knife,  and  discovering  her  with  a  man,  threw  her 
on  the  ground,  and  cut  off  the  tip  of  lier  Nose  "  with  the 
view,  he  alleged,  of  spoiling  her  beautj/** 

A  rather  obacnre  case^inTolring  a  mntilntion  of  this  kio^i 
was  tried  at  Sylhet  in  1853.  )[ecahooUah,  a  dischar^ 
Burkandnni,  went  to  the  bouse  of  a  prostitute  in  the  town, 
and  offered  to  marrj  her;  she  objected  that  she  bad  not 
Been  his  bouse,  and  they  went  together  for  that  purpose. 
She  wore  her  ornaments.  She  was  never  again  seen  alire; 
hat,  on  the  second  crening,  her  body  was  found,  about  SOO 
yards  from  the  priaoaer's  house,  with  the  throat  cut  fcoa 
ear  to  ear,  and  the  face  shockingly  mutilated.  Her  oroa- 
ments  were  gone.  One  of  the  persons  who  first  discorercd 
the  body  declared  that,  when  he  Haw  it,  the  Nose,  viUi  ■  gold 
ornament  in.  it,  was  on  the  face.  Yet,  two  hours  after- 
wards, vfhen  the  darogah  arrived  at  the  spot,  the  Nose  and 
Upper-lip  were  wanting,  and  he  reported  that  they  had  been 
eaten  off  by  jackals.  The  native  doctors  who  examined  the 
body,  deposed  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Nose  and  Lip  had 
been  cut  ofT  by  a  sharp  instrument;  but  this,  the  Judge 
remnrki^d,  wrts  not  mentioned  in  their  written  report^  and 
was  open  to  suspicioaf 

Ubdaot  Singh,  of  Etawah,  having  intrigned  with  bis 
brother's  mistress,  concluded  the  affair  by  catting  off  part  of 
her  Nose  with  a  sword, J 

Mussumat  Mandarsee,  a  woman  of  Banda,  who  appeared 
in  court  in  male  attire,  was  found  guilty  of  having,  with  the 
asaistaace  of  another  woman,  thrown  down    her  female 


*  KUOBiuE  Adnwiiit  RtfparU.  Qth  }foT.  IS)I,  p.  SSL 

i  Ibid,  IStli  Mftfch  I^i3.  p.  330. 
(  NlMunt  Adiwlnt  ReporU,  N.  W.  P-,  I  llh  Oct.  I8ii,  p.  1  Uf 
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cousin,  and  nearly  cut  off  her  Nose.  The  quarrel  appears  to 
have  ariscu  upon  moucy  matterti,  vith  mutual  charges  of 
dmulute  life* 

Nujjiif  ECtinn,  of  Fumickabad,  hariag  beea  iatimft'te  vith 
a  iromaa  nlio  had  begun  to  receive  the  addresses  of  another, 
enticed  her  to  remuiu  with  hioi,  sei&cd  her,  sat  upon  Iier 
chest,  unil  cut  uB*  her  Nose  irith  a  knifcf 

One  Thakoorpershnd,  of  Goruckpore,  suspecting  his  lister- 
in-law's  servant  of  intriguing  with  his  mistress,  turned  him 
out  of  the  hou8C  aniJ  service.  Catching  him  afterwards  coa- 
Gcalcd  in  the  woman's  house,  he,  vith  the  assistance  of  thrco 
others,  (oue  of  whom  held  the  man's  feet,  and  one  hia  Lands, 
while  the  other  sat  ou  hia  chest,)  cut  off  the  man's  Noae, 
and  forced  water  into  his  mouth,  with  a  view  to  break  hii 
caste.  The  prisoners  declared  that  the  man  leaped  from  the 
upper  story  of  the  house,  and,  falling  on  an  iron  pot,  his  Noao 
vas  cut  off.  As  is  usual  in  auch  cases,  the  prisonera  spoke 
of  the  man  as  a  thief,  not  aa  an  intriguer.  The  Judge  ob- 
served, that  "it  is  not  usual  among  the  Natives  to  punish  a 
thief  iu  this  manuer;  but  it  ia  not  at  all  unusual  so  to 
punish  n  person  convicted  of  such  crimiuality  ns  Ratnruttun 
was  suspected  of."{ 

Biting  off  (he  Note  and  Eart — Is  by  no  means  a  rcry  rwe 
brutality  cither  in  Bengal  or  Up-country.  In  eighteen 
months,  I  saw  two  cases,  at  Howrafa,  in  which,  part  of  the 
NoJic  hud  been  bitten  off,  and  one  in  which  a  segiacut  bad 
been  taken  out  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Ear,  evidently  by 
human  teeth. 

Lulla,  of  Morad&bad,  having  been  left  in  the  house  with 
bis  cousin's  wife,  who  bad  only  been  oon&ued  fifteen  days  pro 


.  *  fll»[nul  Ail«i*tul  BfpOTta,  IT.  W-  P.,  SOIh  Oct.  ISS3,  p.  1391. 
t  /Alt',  9Ut  St'pt.  1851,  p.  419. 
I  Iltid,  IIUi  JUarcli  19J3.  p.  36L 
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viously,  stabbed  her  Catally  in  tlie  abdomen  with  a  kmfc,* 
and  then  endeavoored  to  bite  off  her  Nose-t 

TLc  Ears  nnd  Nose  are  oceasiouallj'  torn  or  cut  in  forcibly 
remoring  the  rings  worn  by  Xnti?c  nomcn  and  children.^ 

£vas,  of  Dclbie,  ^as  found  guilty  of  having  enticed  « 
cbild  to  a  retired  place  and  tlicrc  robbed  bim.  Gutting  the 
lobe  of  hia  Ear  to  tbe  extent  of  half  an  iacb,  to  get  one  of 
his  ear-ringa.^ 

A  Meerut  man  was  sentenced  for  having  forcibly  torn  the 
wtlh  from  a  woman'a  nose,  as  she  was  walking  tlirough  tbe 
toirn.  Tbe  CivU  Surgeon,  wbo  examined  the  injury  which 
which  ehc  had  received,  confirmed  her  atatemeut  of  the 
oceurrenee.il 

MacQxghten's  Beporta  contain  the  trial  of  a  stare  girt, 
apparently  not  more  thau  twelve  years  of  aga^  who  wiia 
found  guilty  of  deliberately  cutting  off  the  Membmm  Piriia  of 
a  man  who  had  purchased  bcr.^ 

A  prisoiirr  convicted  of  Castrating  a  boy  with  hta  content, 
from  which  operation  death  enaued,  wait  sentenced  aader  all 
tbe  circumstances  of  the  case  (the  youth  and  ignorance  of 
tbe  prisoner,  the  absence  of  all  malice,  the  express  desire  of 


*  It  li  mcBiioned  u  a  eoitam  ttt  that  p«rt  of  tb«  omintvy  Ukong  Hiadn, 
fur  a  wpmnn  nKo  Iiai  beea  rveetitly  conltaecl,  inrarliblj  to  knp  a  kniA^ 
tword,  <a  otliUT  K'capon  on  her  IhxL 

t  NUfliout.  AiUwIui  Ik'pnna,  N.  W.  P.,  Sand  S*pt.  IM».  f.  IIJB. 
t  TbrM  mon  ani]  ■  mnan  mtn  oonvichiJ,  at  Uncta,  of  baTntg  b«at<a  to 
iaaUi  a  female,  who  appear*  lo  ban  b«ea  a  dociru**  and  whmn  ibvy  iinrniail 
vt  wiuhcrafU  TLvy  aUo  robbed  her.  rorcibljr  waring  oul  tb«  rings  from  bw 
Sara  and  Xo«(>,  which  won  found  Inocrauxl.  Niumut  Adawlui  Itc^orta,  I7ih 
Jan.  ieJ3,  p>  Aii.  Il  miul  be  bornu  in  minit  that  tlio  N[)»o-rliig  fiVutAj  atm- 
»Uy  worn  In  Bmgal  ii  i>a«ily  Tvmnnkblp,  bul  i*  otua  forcibly  plachcd  aw«j. 
Tb»  Ear-riniCD  ( kurniio-pliool,  italr**,  ^c  ,)  are  frpijuBntlj-  loldenid,  in  whieli 
«aiM  lhiav«4  d>>  not  hoailalo  lo  cut  tbi>  [lart. 

f  Niumut  Adnwlut  Rep-irtn.  TS.  W.  P.,  t!>th  Angnst  IBSS.  p.  fir?. 

II   /1»J,  SUnd  N(.TnDib<>r  l»S'J,  p,  13(8, 

5  Vi»L  ii..  f.  as. 


the  deceased^  and  the  fnct  that  «ucb  operation  vns  not  uuu- 
sual  amoDg  hermaphroditca  [?])  to  imprisonmeut  for  two 
years.* 

In  1852,  a  youth  of  18  or  20,  was  convicted  of  an  attempt 
to  cut  off  the  Metabntm  Virile  of  a  lad  of  12,  with  a  Ausjoeah, 
or  sickic-t 

Iq  ISW,  a  prisoner  coofesscd,  at  Furacah,  that  lie  and 
his  brother  had  murdered  a  man  ou  account  of  his  great  repu- 
tation as  a  wizard.  They  made  him  dnmk,  and  then,  tying 
hira  with  cords,  cut  off  hb  Private  Parts,  and  threw  him 
headlong  into  a  wcll4 

Early  iu  1853,  a  woman  of  Sylliet  was  fouud  guilty  of 
murdering  a  child  by  cutLing  off  his  Private  Parts  with  a 
clasp  knife,  and  throwing  bim  iuto  a  tank. 

"  A  mechanic  or  Bcrrilc  man,"  says  Menu,  "  having 
adutteroua  connexion  with  a  woman  of  the  twicc>bom  class, 
shall  lose  the  Part  Offending."^ 

In  1853,  a  niau  w{i<(  sentenced  in  Caleutta  to  coffer  ayoar's 
imprisonment  for  inOictiug  a  severe  wound  with  a  haaooah, 
or  sickle,  on  the  Membrum  Virile  of  a  person,  who  intriguod 
with  his  wife — Mortification  aud  death  cnaucd.H 

Cases  are  upon  record^  which  appear  to  show  that  the 
Natives,  when  avenging  disgrace  done  to  females,  often  kill 
iu  a  manner  which  denotes  the  nature  of  their  victim's  of. 

*  Hiskmnt  Admrlnt  lUpfiKa,  vol  111^  p.  17,  M  <'it«d   b;  BMufert     Sm 

•Iw  tbe  "  l>iKiaiit"  psr.  l!818.  Tor  Uic  Klnuiilmwin  Litn  roltilivc  to  (lie  orinw 
of  Outrutiag  dkiea  Mid  otbon. 

^  NixaiDut  Atlkirlst  Tteportu,  vol.  ii.,  part  2  of  ISJl,  p.  130. 
♦  I'ftliM  Ri>pftrU,  I«  P.,  (or  I8«.  p.  18. 
§  Chap,  viit,  8.  374.  Acconltog  (o  Uui  Hindu  Ijiir,  as  quoted  bj  Ward, 
s  OrKiiauD  hariDg  improper  ioUrcnarM  with  «  *irg>i>i  o'ilb  bui  vwa  dsn^tcr, 
ur  «itb  Ills  son'i  wiTe,  mtul  Iwconie  an  Eunncli,  Alau,  ir  s  penoii  dufilo  Um 
t)cil  of  hin  mDtlivr-in-lBw,  hg  must  pat  ■  Nd-hQl  picvr  it  iIodv  or  uva  into  his 
uoutb,  anil  bwcimn  nn  Ennucli, 

C  Uissmiit  Adanlut  Bvpoits,  tol.  v.,  p.  SSL 
5  IbU,  *oJ.  jr.,  pp.  S47  moA  S«?, 
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body  vas  feaiMl,  at  Bijihihre,  with  one  Eje  ■cooped  oat,  mad 
KB  Bar  rat  off,«iul  theTorfeiBwni^kdaiidpartljmtt  00*.  In 
scne  at  Patna,  the  faod^  na  fiiiud  hanibl j  matilatcd, 
with  tlie  PtinUe  Puts  cot  and  Ueentvi  in  sock  a  nuuioer 
%a  to  vamnt  the  iBferenoe  that  the  murder  was  done  out 
of  rereoge  oo  the  dgceated,  tar  having  diagnced  a  female;. 

lo  1&10,  the  Sab-AaMtani  Sarg«M  of  Shajelunpan 
reported  the  case  of  a  Maualmaoii  vbo  wat  treated  u  the 
tftpenwry  for  a  voaod  exteodin^  acrou  the  root  of  the 
GcmtaU^^rertain  pcreoiu  attempted  to  castrate  him — one 
of  tbe  testes  bong  oot^-bat  vu  replaced,  and  be  recoTered. 

In  addition  to  umiUr  eases  alluded  to  abore,  wo  mar  dte 
that  of  a  MuuulniaaQ  who,  ia  some  trivial  squabble,  knocked 
Ilia  mistress  duvn,  anO,  wbile  abc  wu  bsenublc,  inflicted 
severe  wounds  on  bcr  Pudenda  with  a  nuor.* 

I  bare  penucd  tome  very  remarkable  notes,  collected  by 
my  fhcod  Dr.  H.  Ebden,  wbich  show  clearly  that  there  at 
prexcut  exists  a  very  exteosive  system  of  making  and  of 
trading  in  Eunuchs  in  tbe  States  of  Bajpootaoa  and,  doubt- 
IcM,  also  in  Delbi  and  Lucknow.  The  operation  is  perform- 
ed by  Eunuchs— tbe  base  of  tbe  genitals  is  encircled  bjr  a 
tigfat  ligature,  and  ihe  vbole  genitalia  are  swept  avay  by  a 
nnglc  stroke.  Tbosc  who  retain  tbe  penis  are  but  littJo 
valued  or  trusted.  The  operation  is  gonerally  performed  at 
a  sbriue,  witb  many  precautions  and  witb  some  uffectatioa 
ofrcligioui  ceremony.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  chil- 
dren are  bougbt  and  stolen  for  tbis  iufAmous  trade.  Many 
of  tbe  Kunucbs  are  suid  to  be  orpbana  and  foundlings,  bnt 
it  is  also  sbon-o  that  adults  sot  uufrcqncntly  submit  volun- 
tarily to  the  opcrntioD.  An  old  Mnsaulmaun,  who  bad  lived 
for  a  long  time  among  the  Eunucha,  stated  tbat  be  bad  onlj 
beard  of  one   man  having  died,  out  of  fully    »  tbouaand 


*  {liftiiuut  Aiiowlul  K^rpowU,  *o1.  ill,  part  1,  KSS,  p,  US 
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operated  upon.  Dr.  J.  B.  WriKlit,  tben  of  J^yeporc,  describes 
a  class  of  "  naturally  bora"  Eunuchs  called  K/iojas,  la 
tliem  "  the  Qrinc  is  voided  pn.inlc55lT  through  n  minute 
aperture  just  aliove  the  symphysis  pubis,  in  the  abdotuiual 
mesial  line.  This  orifice  is,  tu  many  cases,  Burmouu tod  by 
ft  smnll  organ  similar  in  appearance  and  position  (?)  to  the 
i'eniale  clitoris  or  to  a  minintuic  penis."  Their  pelves  ara 
described  as  being  very  wide.  These  people  are  in  great 
request  as  the  custudiaua  of  Zeuanns.  It  vould  appear  from 
the  above  account  that  these  persons  sulTcr  from  congenital 
deficiency  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  bladder  and  of  the 
symphysis  pubis,  with  more  or  less  imperfect  developement 
of  the  genitals.  In  Europe,  however,  such  cases  are  of  very 
rare  occurrence,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagiuc  that  a 
class  of  such  unfortunates  could  be  collected,  except  by  a 
search  throughout  the  whole  population  of  India.* 

This  subject  will  again  be  referred  to  in  the  chapter  ou 
Unnatural  Crime. 

It  is  stated  that  there  is,  among  the  public  singers  and 
dancers  of  this  country,  a  class  of  fff/dcd  and  inJibuhUd 
women.  I  met  with  a  description  of  these  persons,  in  an 
Eugtisli  Medical  Journal,  many  years  since ;  but  cannot  nov 
refer  to  the  authority.  This  allusion  to  the  subject  may, 
however,  lead  to  further  iuvestigation.-|- 


*  Dr.  KMMi'inatM  will  ftpp«4T  in  th«  Itidia»  Annalt  tjfMtdieai  Stitnot 
for  April  IBilC.  I  truHt  thai  ht  nill  jurdou  my  knlicipnling  ihc  publicftUoQ  uf 
Heta  tihtch  thecnuiui  of  linmanily  datnoniU  ihonld  a^nt  hi  hiddto. 

t  Kt*rl)r  all  th«  praciiMe  of  Mulibttun  vniployed  bjr  the  nktirei  of 
ItiAa  hare  b««D  IcBown  in  Eurojw,  fend  aimi  in  Krii^lanil,  tluri»g  ih«  )■«(  tix 
ar  twven  cenCurjea.  There  can  Bt^rcelj  be  a  (liful>i,  if  the  Uxlimonj'  of 
Hatthow  Parii  b4>  i<liubb,  that  the  eliliT  brolbcr  of  Ucary  tli«  Firtt  vt% 
blinilwt  hy  thp  Bppliration  of  heat,  or  by  some  oiher  uiiaiiu  viinnlly  eftnttiunl. 
It  «i11  Imi  found,  in  Ch>mbcrlityiie't  An^Ug  ^trlitia,  ttutl  uupuUtioa  of  tin 
right  haiid  by  a  clcaior  fumiihad  by  Uie  king'i  jrfomaD  of  tli*  lutcliMi,  was 
lonj;  the  puniihrncnt  of  (irikioK  withia  llit  pTscints  ot  tlia  Ung's  court. 
William  Duke  of  Deruutlurv  barvly  Mcapad  tt,  in  tha  nrign  of  Jsmm  th« 
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Serenil  important  questions  are  not  uufrequentl7  propoMd 
to  mctlicBl  witnesses,  in  caaei  of  wounding,  with  regard  to  7%< 
Reiutive  PoailioA  of  tAe  Parties,  when  the  wound  wn 
inflicted. 

8ome  mODthi  siaoe,  X  wm  called  apon  to  attend  a  thie£, 
who  hnd  been  seized  and  woandcd.  From  tLe  poaitioa  and 
cluiructer  of  liis  wotinda,  on  tbe  feet,  kncca,  buttocks,  and 
backs  of  the  hands,  I  at  once  suggc:ited  my  conYictioa  that 
he  had  been  wounded  with  a  svord  while  lying  on  tits 
ground,  with,  his  bund?  and  feet  nused  to  protect  iita  body. 

QUESTIOK  OF  POWliB  TO  IHTLICT  WOUNDS. 

There  arc  acrcrat  cases  in  the  Reports  where  it  iras  ia- 
quired, —  whether  prisoners  whoso  hnnda  were  contracted 
by  leprosy  or  by  cicatrices,  were  capable  of  wielding  a  deadly- 
weapon.  This  questtOD  was  generally  answered  in  the 
afTirmative.  I  find  two  rather  recent  cases  in  the  Reports 
in  which  Blind  Men  were  found  ^ilty  of  killing  their  wirec 
for  infidelity.  One  of  these  cascahas  been  already  cited  at 
p.  289  (note.)  The  prisoner  was  completely  blind  of  one 
eye,  the  sight  of  the  other  was  so  greatly  impaired  that  he 
appears  to  have  beeu  iucapable  of  work.  He  killed  the 
voman  by  blows   on   the  neck    with   n  sword.     Here,  of 

SMond,  hj  the  payni«nl  of  a.  Rm  »f  t«n  Uioiuaiu]  poaadi.  Tbt  JcM  of  the 
ofloodin^  liauil  iru«  (unoprly  Ui«  lirtl  pnnUhiniint  <if  na  ••Min'^:  Daniioa, 
Bftrilliu,  Fdlou,  all  »uffcrt>il  thin.  Tliv  prMtiov  ii  stiU  rwnnnn  m  iMlj. 
By  KnciKit  foNwt  iuw.lhac'oiirirladdMr^UiturlosI  a  thumb.  Bud  ifeoa  baouM 
a  "  piihnion,"  (pdtkt  truncaiiu.)  unfit  to  ctrry  ■nni.  Tbc  vMiog  ot  %bm 
nn  of  Prrnou,  Leiglitun  aad  Businn-k.  after  Ilirif  hud  btMio  hwImJ  to  Ui* 
pillurf.  «TM  an  cTcnt  of  direful  portcuE  in  EnglUh  lUtiory.  Ttao  lUlting  of 
■  jpiBtloman't  dom>  b;  order  of  tba  Duke  of  Mooaioiith,  o>i  Wlituii*ll  &tair«. 
gnie  origin  b>  iho  Covrnir}-  Act.  Tbo  puniikmuDt  uT  Alwlurd  (Cir.  Iiao) 
ii  well  knMi'D  1  Mill  it  Ib  Boarcoly  nttxMnry  to  do  more  tliua  fclludo  tv  Uw 
■ofluBuiiMtt  nf  cniiilty  wliich  Iibi  );en«rally  sccomposiod  ttaa  oxik-uUuo  of  » 
Initur  ill  KriglAiid.  Cft*lr«lic-u  a  lud  to  be  stiU  tha  puiu*biiMiit  which  iW 
Law  ■■udii  U)  II  Ncgru,  wtio  is  found  giiilty  of  ■  rsfe  in  Lhe  Slsra  Siat«>  of 
Arnuric^ 
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courao,  it  was  a  matter  of  importnocc  to  Asccrtaia  ffhat  dcgrco 
of  vixiua  reruaiiied.  In  the  other  cnae,  tbc  murderer  wns 
entirely  blind, — secordingto  tlie  evidence  of  the  native  doctor 
find  others,  he  liail  Ucen  ao  for  years.  Hu  coufessed  freely  that, 
— his  wife  having  admitted  that  a  criniiual  intimacy  existed 
between  herself  and  a  niiin  for  whom  she  worked,  and  who,  slio 
smd,  had  asked  her  to  lire  vith  hira,  aud  not  to  remain  with  « 
hliud  man, — he,  at  inidaight,  killed  her,  while  she  was  sleep- 
ing, with  a  bill  or  ffuraaa,  iuSicting  no  less  than  nine  vounds, 
oueof  which  completely  severed  the  vcsacla  of  the  neek.  The 
next  morning  he  told  the  cltowkccdar  what  lie  had  douc** 

lu  one  of  the  Reports  wc  iiiid  it  questioned,  whether  a  lad, 
12  or  13  years  of  age,  was  physically  capable  of  cleaving  the 
Bkult  of  a  person  of  his  own  itgc,  and  of  cutting  the  side  of  tho 
neek  to  the  spine.  This  was  auaworcd  m  (he  negative,  iipou 
consideration  of  the  priaouer'a  slight  musculnr  development, 
and  the  lightness  of  the  weapon.  Caaca  of  deliberate  murder, 
hy  children  from  13  to  14  years  of  ugc,  arc,  however,  not  rare 
in  the  criminul  records  uf  this  couutry.f 

In  one  case,  a  girl,  who  appeared  not  to  have  reached  the 
age  of  puberty,  and  was  declared  by  her  parent!*  to  be  only 
nine  years  nnd  «  few  months  old,  was  found  guilty  of  drown- 
ing another  child  in  a  rivulet,  not  a  span  deep,  for  the  sake 
of  her  oruameDt&.t 

In  18 j2,  a  girl  "nine  years  and  three  months  old,"  was 
found  guilty  of  murdering  her  luisband's  niece,  a  child  of 
six,  by  killing  her  with  repeated  blows  of  a  henry  stick, 
scrntchiug  her  face  afterwards  with  a  kuife.  She  was  sen- 
tenced to  impriMomcDt  for  tife.^ 

A  very  reoiarkable  cose  in  illustratton  of  this  question 
occurred  in  Assam,  iti  1853:    A  girl,  "a  more  child  of  10  or 

*  Nisuiiut  Adanlut  Bfiwru,  M.  W.  P.,  UUi  July  I8i3,  p.  »40. 

t  Movuagtiuii'*  Itcporu,  vi»l.  i..  [tp.  14»  aid  1IS|  iL,  ppi  2  ud  47t' 

{  Uid.  «ol.  L.  p.  813. 

§  Niumal  Aduolut  Ui-^rt*.  %«L  ii.,  part  9  of  1(35!2,  p.  4$. 
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Scirernl  important  questions  spc  not  unfrcqucntly  proposed 
to  mcdiciit  vitnessca,  in  cases  of  iroundiog,  irith  regard  to  Jhe 
Iteiative  Position  of  Ute  Parlie*,  wh«a  the  wound  was 
inflicted. 

Some  tnontlis  ance,  I  was  called  upon  to  attend  a  thief, 
who  hnd  been  seized  and  wounded.  From  the  positLou  and 
ebaractcr  of  hia  wounds,  on  the  feet,  knocji,  butLockfl,  and 
bocks  of  the  hands,  I  at  once  sogRCstcd  my  conviction  that 
be  had  been  wounded  with  a  sword  while  Ij^iog  on  tho 
ground,  with  his  haniin  and  feet  raised  to  protect  his  body. 

tiUESTION  OF  rOWEtt  TO  INTUCT  WOUNDi 

Tiicre  are  eeveral  cases  in  the  Reports  where  it  was  ™ 
quired, — whether  prisoner*  whose  hands  were  contracted 
by  leprosy  or  by  cicatrices,  were  capable  of  wielding  a  deadly 
weapon.  This  question  was  generally  answered  in  the 
aDHrmatirc.  I  find  two  rather  recent  cases  in  the  Reports 
in  which  Blind  Meu  were  fouud  guilty  of  kiUiug  their  wires 
for  infidelity.  One  of  these  cases  has  been  already  cited  at 
p.  980  (note.)  The  prisoner  was  completely  blind  of  one 
eye,  the  sight  of  tho  other  was  so  greatly  impaired  that  he 
appears  to  have  heeu  iucupahtc  of  work.  He  killed  the 
woman   by   blows  on   the   neck    with   a  sword.     Mere,  of 


SMond,  by  iho  pnymput  of  n  ftns  of  ten  thouianil  jMand*.  The  la«  of  tbo 
olfeniliiig  huid  wm  funavrlf  th,R  ilrtC  pnnikhmoni  af  bd  umuio.  Damlm. 
Uavilliao,  1>1U>D,  »l)  niffitrwl  lhj«.  Ihtpnctioc  is  iitill  eoramui  in  It^y. 
By  Ancient  forut  Uw.ilic  ronricic(ld«cr-ftcalerlgat  albuinb.  nnd  l)iiii  bccAm« 
k  •■  polliwon,"  (ftoiJice  trvnt^lu;)  unfit  to  c^rry  Mtbu,  Tbo  tulliog  off  iba 
Mn  of  Pryine,  Lcigbtou  and  ibutwiL-k.  aft«r  thu^  htd  bMO  nailad  to  the 
pillory,  was  aanviTnl  of  ilir«rii]  fH<fUnI  in  EnuUtJi  History .  Th«  slitttiic  of 
«  gvnUvnivi'ii  atme  b)  orili-r  uf  ih«  Uuk«  uf  Uotimguib,  nt  WhitoliiU]  Stain, 
E>ro  ori|[in  to  Liu  Coventry  AeL  Tbs  paniahmeM  of  AWard  (C>r.  1 130) 
i«  well  ktkoum ;  and  it  tk  Kvsrccil^  nnwuni^  to  do  iDOr»  Ilisn  sUiidit  to  the 
r«fin«[aittil  of  orwlty  wbich  hss  gensnlly  accompaiued  tli*  exocutioo  nTs 
tralutr  in  EngUad.  Ca«tntbD  U  ia(d  to  be  itill  tba  punUbntat  vhiahtho 
Ijiw  tkwitnlt  lo  B  Ncsn^  irliv  IB  fouail  guilty  gf  s  npe  in  iho  Slarc  StatM  uf 
AmHwts, 
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ccnirse,  it  was  a  matter  of  irnportAticc  to  Asccrtnin  Trhat  degree 
of  vUion  remained.  In  the  other  cnae,  tbc  murderer  was 
entirely  blind, — Recording  to  the  evidence  of  tlie  native  doctor 
aod  oihens,  he  hud  been  so  for  years.  Hv  confessed  freely  that, 
—AiU  wife  having  admitted  that  a  crioiiual  intimacy  existed 
between  herself  and  a  man  for  vrhnm  she  worked,  and  irho,  xUe 
Hiiid,  had  asked  her  to  lire  with  him,  and  not  to  remain  vith  a 
hliud  man, — he,  at  midnight,  killed  her,  while  she  was  8lce|i> 
iog,  iritb  a  hill  or  gurasa,  inflicting  no  lc«s  than  nine  rounds, 
one  of  which  completely  severed  the  rcsacts  of  the  neck.  The 
next  morning  he  told  the  chowkccdar  what  he  had  done.* 

lu  one  of  the  Reports  we  lind  it  qncstioned,  whether  a  lad, 
12  or  13  yeara  of  age,  was  physically  capable  of  cleaving  the 
skull  of  apcrsun  of  bisowuugc,  and  ofcntttngthe  side  ofthc 
neck  to  the  spine.  This  was  answered  in  the  negative,  npuu 
coosidoratioD  of  the  prisoner'a  slight  muscular  dorclopmeot, 
and  the  lightacsa  of  the  weapon.  Cases  of  deliberate  murder, 
by  children  from  12  to  li  years  of  age,  ure,  however,  not  rare 
lu  the  criminal  records  of  this  country .f 

In  one  case,  a  girl,  who  appeared  not  to  have  reached  the 
age  of  puberty,  and  was  declared  by  her  psrcnts  to  be  ouly 
niuc  years  and  a  few  mouths  old,  was  found  guilty  of  drown- 
ing another  child  in  u  rivulet,  not  a  spaa  deep,  for  the  take 
of  her  omamenti-t 

In  ISIj'i,  a  girl  "  nine  years  nnd  three  monthi  old,"  was 
found  guilty  of  murdering  her  hunbaiid's  niece,  a  child  of 
wa,  by  killing  her  with  repeated  blows  of  a  heavy  stick, 
flcntching  her  face  aAcrwards  with  a  kuifo.  She  was  sen- 
tenced to  impriaonmcut  for  life.^ 

A  very  remarkable  case  lu  illustration  of  this  question 
occurred  in  Assam,  in  1853:    A  girl,  "  a  niurc  child  of  10  or 

•  NbaniU  Ailnolal  BtporU,  K.  W.  P^  1 1  *  J"*?  '*"•  ^  *"* 

1  M«Migl.Mrti'.  IUporto.Tali, pp.  1**»»I  *'*>"■■  PP-^"^*"- 

t  JM.  <fl  i..  p  SI3- 

I  Ninawt  Atewlu  Itonorw.  .oL  lU  purt  >  «f  l«M.  1^  «• 
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11  ycnrs,"  confessed  to  have  tnken  n  recently  .thnrpcncd  <iAao 
in.  1)otli  licr  liauds.  aud  to  have  struck  her  husband  tiro  tjlovs 
oil  the  hcnd  with  it.  The  decreased,  who  was  a  atroup; 
hcnlthy  man,  received  two  wounds  ou  the  head,  from  which 
the  braiu  protruded,  his  UttW  6uger  had  abo  beeu  severed 
from  hi*  right  hand.  He  died  on  the  foUowiog  day.  The 
ircAiiou  produced  v&n  a  tlltao,  one  cubit  and  eleven  fipgera 
in  length,  including  the  handle,  i>ith  a  blade,  two  aud  a  half 
fingers  wide,  and  weighing  eleven  chittacke,  or  22  ounces. 
The  girl  was  sentenced  to  10  j-cnrs'  impruionmcnt.* 

Instances  very  frequently  occur  in  the  records  in  which 
mere  children  arc  proved  to  have  taken  active  parts  in  assUt- 
iug  older  criminals  in  the  eoramiesion  of  murderous  acts. 

In  1852,  ft  woman  was  convicted,  at  Akyab,  of  the  murder 
of  her  husband.  ^Ir.  Alouutjuy  found  three  wounds  on  the 
head  of  tho  deceased,  one  of  which,  frncturing  the  occipital 
bonCj  was  suffieicnt  to  have  eauKed  death  ;  the  hoad  liad  niso 
been  nearly  severed  from  the  body  by  repeated  blows,  and  tho 
back  was  one  mass  of  shocking  wounds,  anch  as  might  have 
been  canscd  by  the  dhao  produced,  which  weighed  aboat 
two  pounds  and  a  half.  The  Commissioner  remarked  that 
it  might  appear  surprialug,  and  almost  incredible,  that  a 
small  and  apparently  weak  female,  such  m  the  prisoner, 
should  be  enpable  of  inflicting  the  deep  nud  deadly  wounds 
described  by  the  Civil  Surgeon,  fiut  the  women  in  tho 
villages  of  Arrucau  arc  generally  employed  in  cutting  up 
fire-wood  toe  domestic  use,  and  they  thereby  actjuire  a  great 
facility  in  using  the  dhao,  ot  long  heavy  knife.  The  habit  of 
pounding  paddy  with  a  heavy  pestle,  in  a  large  wooden  mor- 
tar, alto  gives  them  considerable  strength  in  tlie  arm.f 


i 


■  Niumnt  AJjiwlut  Itcports.  ru>l.  iii..  ]»t1  2,  ]>.  37.  H«e  nlio  tbm  cub  of  ft 
girl,  10  or  13  j*iw  old,— who  h*d  eeruinly  not  niftclit.il  tlio  "B*  of  pabertj, 
Mrhnlt'illcxl  hnr  hiitlmncl  tiy  blawit  on  Uiu  bcwl  with  k  dAuo.— /Aid,  Ucrhtlwr 
ICth  ISM,  p.  4G7. 

t  n-iii,  lol.  li.,  port  I  of  155a.  329. 
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BLOOD  MAIUCS. 

Natives  wounded  ia  affrays,  &c.,  are  always  careful  to 
lirhig  nil  the  clothes  which  have  become  etaiaed  vith 
their  Blood,  aa  evidence  of  the  severity  of  the  injuries 
■wliich  they  have  received.  It  is  gcneraUy  suspected  tliat,  in 
many  of  these  cnses,  the31ood  of  a  fowl  is  used  to  euhnncQ 
itppeamnces.  I  do  not  know,  however,  thnt  such  has  bccu 
proved  to  be  the  fact  in  any  inatance.  Since  the  teats  for  dis- 
tiuguithitig  the  Ulood  of  a  hnmaa  beiug  from  that  of  oue  of 
the  lower  aniniala, — as  those  proposed  by  M.  M.  Barrucl, 
Taddei  and  others, — cannot  avail  in  evidence  upon  criminal 
cases,  it  must,  of  course,  rest  with  the  police  to  show,  as  far 
as  pussiblv,  whence  Blood •stainii  to  be  nuhjectcd  to  cxaiuiua* 
tion  have  been  derived.  The  Chemical  Examiner  can  only 
lie  expected  to  state  whether  the  matter  fouud  on  n  weapon, 
garment,  or  other  ohject,  is  Blood  or  not ;  and  he  may,  in 
ccrtiiiu  cases,  also  ho  able  to  suggest  whether  the  elTuaion 
has  taken  place  heforc  or  after  death.'*  It  may  be  worthy 
of  remark  that  it  would  appear  that,  in  the  generality  of 
cases  occurring  iu  the  North-West  where  the  tulwar  or  other 
cutting  weapon  with  which  a  murder  has  been  committed 
has  been  missing,  it  has  been  at  length  found  in  a  ncigh- 
boitring  ft'elt.  In  Bengal,  the  readiest  place  of  couccalment 
is  either  a  Tank  or  the  Tltalch  of  a  hut.  In  a  cuac  tried  iu 
the  North-West  Provinces  where  a  person  had  evidently 
been  killed  by  sword  wounds,  it  wiu  held  by  the  Sessions 
Judge  to  he  a  strong  atlditioiuil  cause  of  suspicton  ngninst 
certaia  of  the  accused  parties  that  uo  sword  was  found 


*  Mr.  Balnea  monUgcu  (hat  great  vcigtit  b  MUrhed  try  thi^  nstlTn  of  Uila 
country  l«  th«  «Ti*l«<iK«  uf  BkoKl  &(»in.v  A  vtasliormftn  u  broughL  ft>n«-Krd 
who  ikiHitcii  in  Ui>  mmt  raiifiilciit  maiiDi-r  lli«l  "  tlio  suiii  on  ilint  ul^ith  ia 
from  blonwl  i"  if  it  hw  •voii  Ui'ii  iinp«ff<*lly  «-ulu:<d,  \ii!  is  i-.jubIIj  pusiiiF^ii  if 
it\k-f  trace  r>MDaiii,  bit  eon  lull  "  ii  ia  UuoiI.'^ILbu  uu  MmIIckI  iluriHtnideucu, 
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npon  aoT  of  Uicm,  exMpt  one,  «bo  was  ▼eann^  hti ; — «ecae 
Ihxt  a  nnrUcrer  alwmn  (?)  takes  tiie  ftnt  oppuctMa^rf 
iudiag  Xhe  weapon  wliicfa  be  Ins  used  *  Id  sotne  of  ik 
reeorded  cases  of  woaoding  to  India,  it  is  distinctly  stiCcri 
that  the  culprit  deaned  the  bloody  weapoo  alter  committisf 
the  crime.  In  mimj  otber  instances,  the  btlUhook  or  aekk 
has  been  tluxiwn  toto  a  t&nk  or  buried.  In  ma&r,  buwciv, 
■tsttu  arc  fotmd  apoa  tbe  blade  or  bnndic  of  a  soapieiow 
weapon,  and  arc  sent  to  tbe  Cbemica]  Examiner  for  analysts, 
I  oo\j  Cud  three  iDstances  amoog  tbe  records  of  that  gen- 
tleman's office,  in  wlucb  it  was  sntisrsctorilj'  proved  tbtt 
tbe  marks  on  articles  sent  for  examination  were  tkost 
of  Dlood.  In  two  of  tbcec,  the  stains  were  found  on  tke 
blades  and  within  the  scabbards  of  tulwars.  It  is  easT  to 
perceire  that  stains  upon  a  sheathed  weapon  would  be  better 
preserved  and  more  readiljr  detected  than  upoa  almost  aaf 
otber.  The  following  cautions  should  be  observed  in  send- 
ing  in  weapons  and  gnrmcnts  supposed  to  be  stained  with 
Blood  for  chemical  analysis.  lu  all  cases  means  should  be 
taken  for  ascertaining  the  Identity  of  the  weapon,  gEumcnt, 
or  other  articlc.t  A  careful  inspection  of  the  wcipon  will 
sometimes  at  once  lead  to  the  deduction  of  important  evi* 
dcnec.  In  tbe  case  where  five  penona  of  one  boosebold  were 
found  murdered  at  Daitool,  cited  n.t  p.  2117  (note),  one  sword 
was  found  in  an  out-of-the-way  well,  it  wns  notched  and  bent 
ftnd  was  belicred  to  bare  been  that  with  which  the  crime  was 
committed.  Another  tulwiu-  was  found  in  some  brushwood 
near  the  bouse, — it  bad  Bloud-atnius  un  the  handle,  as  if 
bloody  fingers  hud  grasped  it,  but  its  blade  was  clean  and 
with  a  scabbai-d  ; — it  wns,  therefore,  concluded  tbnt  the  pri- 
soner bnd  placed  it  there  himself.  The  article  (if  dry)  should 
be  sent  precisely  in  the  condition  in  which  it  is  found,  care 


■  Nianiut  Ailswlut  Bt-piina,  TS,  W.  P.,  Scfii-  ^Xuil  Ifi&S,  p.  io47. 
f  Tkflur,  £4.  Cit.  ^  SOI. 
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being  merely  taken  to  remove  any  liTinB  insects  wliich  may 
be  upOD  it,  or  witfaiii  its  crevices  or  folds;  it  ehould  Rnt 
be  eiive1o[>u(l  in  white  pnjicr  and  then  secured  lu  tin.  If  ufet, 
it  should  be  placed  or  spread  u]>ou  wLitu  jiiiper  over  a 
perfectly  cIcad  divh  or  plank,  isolnted  id  such  a  tnanoer  tbnt 
auta  nud  other  insects  mny  not  approach  it,  and  dried  gm- 
dimlly  but  completely,  not  in  the  sun,  but  in  a  room  where 
a  brisk  draught  cntcni.  Should  the  [inpcr  receive  any  stnitia, 
it  shouttl  also  be  folded  and  sent  in  a  separate  packet.  Tn 
IndJAj  several  iuHects,  and  eKpeciatly  the  small  red  nnt, 
Bpecdily  fix  upon  any  cloth  or  other  object  atniued  with 
animal  matter,  which  they  rapidly  devour,  often  removing, 
iu  a  few  houra,  not  only  the  stains,  but  the  portions  uf  cloth 
which  they  occupied.  In  tlie  case  of  Bluod-stams,  it  is  cspe- 
cially  necessary  to  gunrd  agraiast  this,  ns  the  removal  of  the 
fibrinous  portiou  of  a  stain  by  insects  will  always  obscure 
the  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  httniorrliagc  occurred  before 
or  after  death.  As  a  rude  testj  however,  of  the  difference 
between  recent  Blood-stains  and  certain  other  mineral  and 
vegetable  stains,  exposure  of  tlie  surface  to  red  ants  may,  in 
some  degree,  aid  iuTCetignlion.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
the  stains  of  sweet  fruits,  such  aa  of  mulberries  nnd  oranges, 
would  be  equally  attaeked  by  insects.  Where  a  suspieioua 
w<!apon  has  been  found  sheathed,  care  should  always  be 
taken,  to  send  the  scabbard  ;  this  should  be  split  open,  pre- 
vious to  ita  dispatch,  iu  the  presence  of  the  medical  ofiiccri 
or,  in  hi»  absence,  of  the  magistrate,  who  ebuuld  carefully 
observe  whether  the  stains  within  appear  to  be  of  old  or 
recent  date.  To  enable  the  Chemical  Examiner  to  judge 
fairly  whether  the  haemorrhage  occurred  before  or  after 
death,  and  whether  it  was  arterial  or  venous,  stained  gar- 
ments should  be  sent  rnlire,  small  strips  of  stained  cloth 
arc  rarely  sufficient.  The  principal  stains  which  are  liable 
to  be  mistaken  fur  Blood  iu  this  country  are.  Iron  Mould, 
Citrate  of  Iron  Stains,  Fruit  Stains,  such  as  those  of  the  Mnl- 
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bciTT  and  Sord,  or  meertii,  ftc,  the  ourtra  of  IXali  lewder, 
(Abir)*ftod  Ochre,uidoftfceCitedHiiaP&o.  laatrala 
FttUekpore,  the  priaoaer  aOegcd  tint  eataSm  ■nukU,  bat  !•■ 
piooot  ataiiit  os  hb  dothu  were  from  dievio^  Betd.  Tk. 
Wameibrd,  faoweier,  examined  them  cbetnJc^ly  and  prorcri 
that  thcv  were  of  Biixxl.t 

It)  ft  C1UC  tried  before  Mr.  Bftrnet,  a  knife  wkich  had  ben 
fband  ia  tbe  bouse  of  a  coofesMng  mtunlcrer  bore  tvaor 
three  dark  reddish  spots,  which  ererr  bodr  suppoted  la  be 
Dlood ;  no  one  credited  the  priaaacr  who  declared  that  the 
murder  had  been  committed  not  with  that,  but  with  aiiinhii 
weapon.  On  examination  under  a  microscope,  Ibeee  tfCIU 
prOTcd  to  be  small  maues  of  some  red-colored  leafwhick 
had  adhered  tu  the  blade,  and  bad  there  become  partiaOy 
dccompoacd.} 

DEATHS  FROM  DEATIXC-S 

Betides  the  kinds  of  punishment  already  noticed,  nrioiu 
modes  of  Beating  are  practised  by  the  people  of  Tndia,— of 
thcae  tbe  chief  are,  beating  with  a  Shoe,  with  a  Kara,  or 
Whip,  (an  instrument  which  nppcan  sciirccly  ercr  to  have 
been  out  of  the  sight  of  the  Mussulmaun  Rulers  of  India  ia 
oldcQ  times,)  or  with  a  Lathee,  or  Office  Kulcr;  the  last  mcn> 
tioncd  is,  of  coarse,  a  formidable  weapon  ;  it  ia  macb  in  use, 
and  TCry  sciere  beatings  (sometimes  involring  fractores)  arc 
often  inflicted  with  it. 


*  Tho  rolorin;  nuutar  of  ihU  i*  the  paird«r  or  tlia  Cnalpinis  Ew|>p«a 
whicli,  u.-vurdtii|[  to  0'SbaugUneu>(  coaUuiu  a  priiici[ik  mncb  reoemUias 
Jlmnalin. 

t  Nlumut  Adsvlui  Itoporl^  IT.  W,  P.,  fitb  ii»y  1832,  p.  4S4. 

J  Op.  CIL  p.  48. 

(  If  a  p«r»gii  txi  killed  bj  micceuii'i-  blowt  wtiib  a  whip  ortticJi.  iftaliuimi 

fur  miirdvr  ti  nut  dup,  Bix'iiriliiig   ta  Iho  upiiiiun  of  Aboo  liunn-fah,     Ullnr 

kUkuuiDdui  kuUivnilci  icua  tw  buld  Ibat  buuiicidv  bj  Uii^c  uu-aiu  iucurv 
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It  would  nppcsr,  from  tUc  Madras  Report  on  Tortuic, 
that  a.  Belt  of  thick  leather  worn  by  cbuprnssics,  U 
often  used  with  much  seventy  in  that  part  of  tlic  couuirv. 
The  peons*  Bclta  iu  Bengal,  aro  usually  made  of  softer 
mnterints.  Floggiug  with  Switches,  as  of  the  Danibn  or 
Tamarind  Tree,  or  with  the  stinging  Sidiattee,  {Traffia 
Jnvoluci-ala,)  ia  a  not  uufrcqueiit  prncticc ;  but,  \a  the 
present  dny,  the  tatter  nppciu^  gcuenilly  to  he  cunsidercd  as 
a  puui:sLment  for  school  hoys,  commonly  in  use  by  the 
musters  of  the  more  remote  Patsliallns,  or  hedge  schools,  of 
Bengal.  In  the  Inst  century,  however,  it  was  regarded  by 
Burke  in  a  much  more  serious  light.* 

Seating  with  the  heavy  Shoes  worn  by  Mussulninuns  is 
usually  considered  merely  as  a  shnrp  punishment  involving 
great  difigrncc.  One  of  these  Shoes,  wielded  hy  a  powerful 
and  enraged  man,  is,  however,  a  very  dangerous  weapon,  and 
futal  injuries  mustj  not  unfrequcutlyj  have  been  inflicted 
with  it-t 

In  a  case  tried  in  1617,  it  vos  proved  that  a  police  darogah 
had  caused  bia  ditanuk  to  strike  an  aged  man  three  or  four 
times  with  a  Shoe.  It  was  also  stated,  but  not  proved,  that 
the  prisoner  had  struck  the  deeea-sed  on  the  hend  with  a 
mitkh,  or  piu,  as  thick  as  a  man's  wrist.  The  man  died  seven 
days  afterwards.  The  dtu-ogah  was,  consequently,  dismissed 
from  oRice,  and  sentenced  to  a  year's  impri^onmcDt. 

In  1853,  one  Kadir  Buksh,  of  Tirhoot,  having  preferred  a 
complaint  agaiuat  persons  who  hud  grazed  their  cattle  in  his 


*  "For  othi-rs.  exploring  with  a  imreliing  imd  inqniiiitin)  malico.  iiitnn- 
IhUhI  by  on  iiiiuLliaM  rapiidty,  all  the  iluriou*  path*  uf  uuiun-  fiir«h.al«vrr  ii 
iuo»t  nnrritnilljr  laoian,  ihcjr  raiulu  rod*  ot  a  plant  Itightv  i^ikiuttv  and  poitoa- 
riis.  callnd  Bixititea,  eyivy  nouDil  cf  which  foators  aad  ^ii^ous,  addi 
<lnubl«i  anil  lreb!<i  Ui  [h«  prc-tcnt  tarluro,  loave*  a  eruat  of  l«proiH  aona  upva 
IhR  (j-iid^v.  aiiU  uftcii  eiidi  iu  the  destruction  of  lifr  itMir." 

f  AUusiiiti^  to  **  BraiinK n'ilh  SlipjMra''  will  be  fuunJ  in  Iho  UoUraa  llcport 
OD  Torture,  AppaOiL  C.  Mo.  19.  p ,  ckxir. 
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oat  field,  A  puucliKjct  wtut  convcocd  by  the  gomastha*  of  tbf 
oatatc,  The  puncliarct  found  Iiim  guilty  of  false  complant. 
Upon  this,  the  goiunstiias  ordered  two  men  to  tie  hit  hmh 
nod  give  him  twenty  blows  with  a  Shoe  on  the  buck  of  tk 
neck  and  hend.  This  they  did,  after  taking  off  Lis  tarbu. 
Upon  seeing  this,  his  friends  called  out  dohaee  ! — on  which  tk 
exccutioucn  decamped.  He  then  tried  to  make  liIs  wav  hi 
the  thanua;  be  waa  overtaken,  and  beaten  and  dn^td 
alung,  and  poked  with  luttcca  until  be  Ixcame  senseless.  He 
expired  early  the  foLloiring  morning.  Dr.  Kinsej  foud 
that  death  bad  ensued  from  cungestioD  of  the  brain  tW 
result  of  a  beating  about  the  head,  ncek,  and  back.  Then 
was  a  contusion  oa  the  chest,  nppareutly  from  a  iatlcc  blow, 
the  lungs  were  also  in  n  state  of  greiit  congestion,  and  the 
heart  full  of  bluud.  There  mere  no  marks  about  the  liexd; 
but,  from  the  above  appeiuaDccs,  it  was,  he  considered,  urideat 
that  the  man  died  struggling  for  breath,  in  euuscqucuce  of 
eshauHtion  of  all  ucrvoua  energy,  rcsulllug  from  great  efforts 
to  free  himself.* 

In  18M  Dr.  Ko»s,  then  of  Ilooghly,  reported  upon  the  caae 
of  a  ^roDiau  vrhosc  denth  was  iillc^id,  as  lie  considered  with 
probttbilily,  to  have  been  caused  by  beating  with  Shoes,  lie 
found   that    blood    liad   been  effused  into  the  che«t    a^d 


*  NiiaiDul  Adanlut  Bt^porU,  (Xtubcr  ISlh  19A3,  p.  6(9.  tn  Uiv  nmt  rwtr 
rrrtuin  mra  of  Lobar4lu£g«  (ChoU  Niigforp,)  who  arcre  panioi  ia  s  fmd  of 
wry  long  staiuling.  wcro  wieJ  fw  thu  laitnler  of  one  Bw^na,  Ilirfr  oppaapat'* 
MnnnL  A  witoca*  itAtt-d  tb»L,  the  ilf<iMMi>d  and  anoiher  bavin];  bocn  s^aad 
tiy  tli<>  prlMoert.  one  of  lUu  IxlU-r  ucUcri-il  Uiit  *'  Mongra  abould  bo  hrana 
wt\y  ttrijHia  «n<l Bovgna  in«ntjr'liT«  Mriix-i  nlDi  a  S)ii>»,  utd  one  Anbnck 
begta  to  b»at  Bwgna,  upon  which  DboopuiLtli  said. '  Wha;,  u  bv  >-our  fcllivr 
tlM(  j««i  beat  hint  •»  K«(iUy  ?'  and  Uboopnaili  hioieulf  Umh  b«£aa  Ui  b^a 
Uia  witlta  •hoe.  Bm^o*  then  aciwil  BliDapnaih'i  axm,  wliMvupon  fiiBMitiiu 
dor  |[Vt  up  in  a  takc  aiul  luMxItud  him  dowm  with  an  iron-bound  club."  U  mu 
tald  that  fae  died  from  Iba  rfIi<oU  of  Uiti  blow,  nod  Uiat  bU  b«idy  «««  Ihrawa 
Id(o  a (Kaiuail  hcU  ■■■  Bbu>puili'»  garden.  'Ibo  ua>u  wa«  nul  coasklered  Is 
be  proTva— Nixaoiut  AdanUt  K<'l>oni,  Jan.  ijtb  ldJ3,  p.  &2. 
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abdomea,  aud  tlmt  mfliiniuiatiou  to  aome  ext«ut  bad  super- 
vened. There  were  marks  of  tct^  cxtcasivc  bruitics  over  tho 
chest  and  abdomca.  Otherwise,  the  body  presented  do  traces 
of  disease. 

The  practice  of  Heating  Thieves  to  Death,  i<t  fearfully  com- 
mon both  in  Bcngaland  iu  tkeNorth-West  I'roviaces.  There 
is  little  to  be  said  witU  regard  to  the  Mcdico-Lcgal  bear- 
ing of  theao  coaesj  except  that  the  blows  are  inflicted  vith 
most  unrelenting  severity,  evidently  with  a  conviction  thab 
the  offender's  life  is  a  forfeit,  and  that  mercy  is  altogether 
out  of  the  question.* 

It  is  to  he  trusted  that  the  following  is  a  somewhat 
extreme  instance.  In  1833  several  perEous,  attendants  of 
the  Nawab  of  Moorsbedabad,  wcic  tried  for  the  murder  of 


'  See  Kbontgtit^n'f  R^porti,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  S69,  a2&  and  49.1.  N.  A.  Il«- 
poTto,  luL  it.,  pun  I  uf  163!,  pp.  407.  A15,  6B3,  aiid  «ifV(.>nU  iitbcr 
CMC*  in  later  voluaiM.  AI*o  Niuuniit  Adawlat  B*porU,  K,  yff,  p.^ 
U*rch  to,  1853,  pp.  3SG  uid  3&7,  (dinloct  cium)&c.  Swrvral  ot  tbo 
Mahomt^ui  T.ftw  ftuthorilUR  app^nr  to  ha.r»  atnctioiMd  freat  tOYOciiy 
in  thn  inraimcnt  of  Lhiciei.  Accurdins  to  Sole,  il  i»  staled  in  tlie  Ilidn- 
jab  tital,  "  if  0  person  come  in  tbn  night  lo  *  atnuif;«r  and  uniry  olt 
his  g<KKl>  1>y  UielX  Hud  the  ou-iit-r  of  ihi- ipMda  ftiUovr  aiid  t\*y  him,  uuthine 
ifbalerer  u  Lacurrod;  tb«  prophot  haviog  aaid  '  V«  may  kill  In  prcwrratian 
of  your  pmpcm.'"  Il  11  to  be  ubxertwl,  boweTor.  ibat  this  is  only  nh^Fft 
the  ovmrircsniiul  rwofer  liia  property  butbj  killing  the  thief.  Thrlhrep  ful- 
ktringOMM  nr*  citfd  i"  the  Hamadtrr/ah.  I.  li'  the  owocr  of  Ui«  hoiue  mt* 
K  ibUf  braakins  Idio  ii,  be  ma;  Etiil  the  (ht»f,  nr  thr«ir  a  atone  or  ahaot  an 
arrow  M,  him.  It  is  not  rvquisiUi  tu  warn  htm  Ant.  a«ipording  to  Ab«o 
Ilun^efah:  thoiiKh  Abon  TiHisuf  sftj*  thai  naming  shonld  hr  ftmt  ^twd  to 
Ihu  thief  I  and,  if  ho  do  nnt  thon  ran  avay,  ho  may  bo  thot.  S.  But,  if  a  ihioT 
»nler  your  house,  and  you  appnhMid  him,  ho  may  bo  armed  and  will  attack 
jon,  in  thi*  caar  yon  intiy  shoot  him;  aiul  it  i*  not  nanoanary  to  vrnrn  hia. 
3.  Ahoo  Vonnuf  furlhvr  saya,  chat  if  au  unu-med  thief  entrr  «  faouip,  and  ir 
the  oivntr.  tbongh  Htronicenoii^h  lo  toiae  him,  apprehend  that  bo  would  run 
•way  sad  e«oapn  trith  iiomn  of  Lho  cfl^Ui  il  i*  lawful,  in  tnch  case,  to  rtrilco  or 
fcilt  ih*  thief.— SuaUn  the  SJoiaic  Law— "If  athji-f  b*  found  breaking  up.  tnd 
be  imitt^'aihat  bodio,  thvro  shall  Iw  uo  bl<iodtb»d  fvr  hiia."'-Kxodu«xxii.  2. 
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two  men,  9iis[>octo(l  of  theft,  hy  torliiring  nnil  lieatiiif;  tlictn. 
The  cruellies  to  wbicli  tlieae  wretches  vere  subjected  cxtentled 
over  the  iutcrrnl  bctTrcea  tbe  SUt  of  March  and  the  dtb   m 
and  Otli  of  April.     A  list  only  can  be  given  of  tbc  punish*  V 
ments  inflicted  upon  them  wliile  they  were  being  hurried 
nbout  to  the  different  spots  where  they  dcckrcd  that  the  H 
property  trs  secreted,  with  n  ruin  hope  of  Raining  respite  ™ 
from  their  eufferiogs.    They  were  beaten  with  a  coraU,  iritU 
a  cutcha  hctft  (Imbool  tree}  nith  tliorns  on  it  "and  a  mebtcr'a  fl 
jharoo  and  a  bamboo ;  sharp  wedges  were  driven  between 
their  fingers,  their  hands  being  lied — tbe  feet  and  bauds 
were  tied  to  Heparitte  tent  pins.     TLoy  were  tied  up  to  the 
tent  poles  with  their  heads  downwards,  and  beaten  with  the 
betjt* — one  of  them  liad  his  chest  trampled  on — and  they  ^ 
were  both  severely  tteorched.     The  bodies  were  buried,  and    " 
were  not  afterwards  found  ;  bnt  it  appeared  clearly  from  the 
evidence  of  eye-witnesses,  atnoDg  whom  was  the  Nawab's 
European  coachman,  that  one  of  the  men  had  his  hands 
and    feet   torn    by   tent    pins,  was  burnt  all  over  his  left 
KTD  and  shoulders,  and  from  tbc  knees  to  the  feet.    The 
left    baud    of   the  other  was  broken,   tbe  akin  of   both 
feet  torn  off.     There  were  marks  of  huniiug  on  one  band. 
lie  was  raw  from  the  knee  to  the  foot,  and  in  parts  from 


*  Id  thn  oration  alrEiul; ciu^il.  Burkn  di-Mribod  that— "tbc  rjota  trtre  tiwd 
two  Mid  two  by  ihc  lfjr«  titgvlliifr  i  "'"1  llntir  tormcal'jTS,  tUrowing  tkani  with 
their  h«iu1s  riownnnrdN  nviir  a  bur.  Iirut  tlwtii  <in  thn  koIok  of  Uiv  Tvet  iritfa  rSp 
Uin«,  until  ihc  lu-ila  fi-U  from  tbo  t-x.>t  i  nud  th«D  atUickiiig  ihcta  al  ibvir  hwdat 
ta  thcf  hang  duwiiwnrili,  s*  tNrfuiv  iit  llieiir  fm.-!.  tbcy  b>ut  llii-'iu  wiUi  iitiekti  and 
«Ui«r  insirumonta  i»f  blind  ftuy.  until  the  blood  gusbsd  out  at  their  ayost 
inoutbii,  and  nowa  Sqt  Ihiokln);  that  the  ordinary  whips  and  cudgtla,  «nn 
■0  adQ^abtorcl,  wore  ftjflldpDl.  to  olhon  (and  aftvD  dmi  lo  llkR  umei  who 
had  >iilb<«d  u  I  huTB  stated)  ibpj-  applied,  iiuteod  of  (h»  nvtan  and  bunboe^ 
wliip«  msdii  ortho  bnuichei  of  thn  Bolt  tree— a  tn«  full  of  tlisrpsnd  Hraog 
Ihurna,  which  toor  Uiu  ftliin,  and  l»c«rato  the  fletk  ixr  nOTM  Umw  onKaarj 
KourRMk" 
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tbe  Deck  to  1>elow  tbe  iraist.  The  ekiu  vu  oCT  nnd  tLe 
body  luach  swallcn.  One  of  tlic  vitnessca  described  the 
bodies  of  the  men  as  beiog  "  quite  raw  aud  coloured  from 
the  beating,  aud  the  fiogers  withuut  skin  on :  the  eyes  only 
escaped,"  Latterly,  the  tormcutore  appear  to  bavo  made 
attempts  to  save  their  victims'  lives,  by  having  iu  a  native 
doctor,  who  applied  poultices,  &c.  It  vras  staUd  that  tbe  men 
died  of  Cliolcru;  aud  they  ncre  buried  with  some  show  of 
care.  Several  of  the  prisoners  were  found  guilty  of  culpable 
homicide  aud  were  transported.* 

Modicid  OfOcers    are    very    frequently    called    upon    to 
ascertain  itic  cause  of  death  iu  bodies,  regarding  wbicb  the 


*  Niumnt  Adanlac  D«i>«rtit,  Sib  OctobM  19^3,  p.  591.    Svrenl  rcmaik- 
ftble  VUM  of  murder  bj  Beating  muv  l>c  found  In  the  receui  RrporU  of  lli« 
Court*  of  Kuciuuut  Ailawlut.     AtnuU)-  oilers,  th<>  fotluwing; — Iu    1833,  ■ 
Cuitiwk  niaii  MBS  opt-Dljr  fcturk«^l  alliiaown  hoiue  by  iittural  porMiiia  Iwl 
«a  bj'  hit  younger  hrvlhtr  witli   vliuui  lie  Iiad  Ivng  been  *t  f«uJ,  wu  riuloutly 
bcaCon  nn  tbo  budy,  hud  a  mpe  bMU-iiMl  uii(l«r  hit  arnis,  \iy  whii:b  liw  wiu 
dngg^  alvug,  wliilu  x.'vpral  pi^non*  contIuu«J  to  strike  at  him  with  buinhoo 
Blobs,  tlM  mnrkH  vf  nbii'l)  eovored  hla  whole  Imily,  tmtU  ut  l(-(igili  bf  rei-civiii 
u  bli>w  gn  tbu  baftd  which  proved  tiXiX,    (Kiiwuut  AiJawlui  ItRpnrt*.  ath 
IXHober  1853,  ji  5fl».)    SuTunJ  [wtK'iiii,  nntivei  uf  iliv  Koujn  HilU,  wure 
cunvicl«cl,in  Aioun.  uf  liatins  brateu  to  ileatli  Mrith  a  heavy  dub,  a  man  n  hum 
they  believed  lo  bp  a  wunrd.    Thuy  connsRnd  rrf«l}-,  mying  that  h«  <l»itr<jywl 
thcdr  mm  and  daui;litt;n>  by  niiclturuik.    Oiie  of  them  wan  hi>  wifc'a  bmlher 
—llttg  fvKiiJ  otiC  thitl  he  wan  a  toretrtr  by  Ireaiing  an  i-jq  I     (Nitamut  A<l*Tr- 
lut  U^purta,  llth  Uixi-uihcr  l^M,  p.  73;.)    Ai:aiu,  *u  Ulrly  ax  loss,  Ihm 
meu  and  »  wooiao  from  tlu  norlhorn  port  ftf  the  I>acca  Diki«!>>ii,  wbvre  a 
grvat  dwl  of  iiu]>vrstlcloD   prvvaiU,  went  li>  ibK  but  of  a  remitted  witch, 
iat«ndlng,  i\wy  naid,  tu  aiako  her  ditoonliauv  hur  i:nchaiitiii<.-iil».     Ojiu  ul  ihu 
mi^n  tbriyiv  h«r  dtrwti  ou  hoi'  vbarpoy  ami,   imMinj;  li«r  duwn  by  lulling  but 
hair  round  hia  Eooc,  beat  her  with  bit  tl»u,vhil0  uiothar,  aillin^  on  her  bins, 
bunt  b*r  in  like  attntuir  witb  his  lUU  until  ibi»y  L-ft  her  dying  t  tli«y  ihMi 
tore  off  the  omainituts  Aroui  her  niiEc,  r-nr*,  and  body  and  [ilundcrcd  tlii; 
houso.    She  app«<Br*  t«  han  boon  ia  tho  babit  at  prvKribin^  inMli«in««  h* 
(iliildTiMi.  whioh  swinis  to  Im«h  ^\s<cn  riac  to  reports  of  her  [>nM:liaiiij;  mag^— 
NiMiuul  Adowiut  Jbjut*.  ITlh  January  W^h,  p.  63. 
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note  "  Reported  to  have  bttn  beaim  sonte  day  a  ^MCr"ii4 
tLe  ^ding  iuformation  that  can  be  afforded.     In  loMii 
of  these  cases,  it  wilt  be  found  that  severe  iDJuries,  ncki 
fractare  of  (he  ribs,  &c.  fee.,  Iiave  actnalljr  been  indicted,  is! 
%  second  class  of  ciives,  there  will  be  fonnd  traces  of  IaEcqiII 
disease,  vrliicb  will  leftTC  the  surgeon  in  some  iucertit^i 
to  trbctber  tltctr  dcvelopemeDt  was  or  vras  not  detemU 
bj  external  injuries.    Thus,  in  tiro  caaea,  occarriitf  lillii 
a  few  months  of  each  other,  I  found  extensive  pnemniii 
the  bodies  of  persons  nho  were  stated  to  have  beenWMo 
severely  with  lattte$.     In  a  third  class  of  instance*,  dte 
with  or  without  the  traces  of  blows,  death  u  found  to^ 
occurred  from  natural  causes.    In  certain  cases  of  this  asdt 
the  precediug  kind,  it  is  often  diSicuIt  to  convince  oondn 
that  our  reports  should  not  contain  a  hint  that  an  intfnti»- 
ally  false  charge  has  been  preferred.     When,  however  <i 
reeoUcct  tliat  the  Bengalee,  ill-fed  and  living  in  an  atai*- 
pherc   saturated    with    poiaonoua  miasmata,    with  ridstd 
fluida  and  faulty  or  Bctun]ly  degenerated  organs  of  secretin 
and  climiaatlon,  is  hublc  to  have  the  balance  upon  which  Ini 
defective  fuuctions  act  deranged  by  any  unusual  vidsutldl 
of  pain,  or  fear,  or   uncontrollahle  rage — we  aha]]  not  bt 
unwilling  to  admit  that  a  quarrel,  n  struggle,  or   a  beatins, 
in  itself  of  no  very  grave  severity,  may  actuaUv  detennine 
the  onset  of  fatal  cerebral,  thoracic,  or  abdominal  disease. 
Still  again,  in  a  fourth  class  of  cases,  tlic  appearances  dis- 
covered may  bo  such  as  to  justify  the  Medical  Officer  in 
suggesting   that  the   report  of  beating  or  other    violence, 
appears  to  have  been  intentionally  false.     This  step    how- 
ever, should  always  be  taken  with  considerable  resen-e     Not 
many  months  since  I  reported  that  a  child,  whose  death  wu 
alleged  to  have  resulted  from  ill-usage,  bad  died  of  cholera* 
that  the  appearances  presented  by  the  contents  of  the  sfo. 
mach  and  upper  bowels  were  such  as  to  lead  me  to  euapcct 
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'  Tcry  strongly  that  she  had  taken  native  remedies  for  that 
b    disease;  nnd  that,  conscqucntlr,  there  existed  strong  pro- 
'I    sumption   that  those  about  her  must  hare  been  veil  ac- 
K    qiiaiiitcd  with  the  real  cause  of  her  death. 
t         The  aJ-nrnys  important  r]tieRtions  nliich  m»y  arise  regnrd- 
(.     ing  tlie  Causes  of  Death  at  various  periods  t^fter  the  infliction 
I     of  Injuries,  are  often  of  great  interest  and  of  some  com- 
I     plcxity  in  India.     It  may  be  taken  as  a  general  rule  thst^ 
wherever  individuals  suffering  from  gr«Ye  and  progresaivc 
discsxc  of  any  of  the  principal  nscera  are  attacked  with 
aeverc  disorder, — -whether  occurring  spontaneously,  as  in  fcrer 
or  dysentery,  or  resulting  from  any  mechanical  violence  or 
injury,  as  a  beating  or  a  fall,— their  Uvea  become  seriously  im- 
perilled; the  faulty  ttate  of  their  risccra,  being  likely  to 
interfere  materially  with  all  reparative  processes  in  their 
systems. 

About  ten  yeara  since,  1  went  cnrcfully  orer  the  whole  of 
the  records,  at  Guy's  Hospital,  of  cases  in  whicli  Injnriea 
and  Surgical  Operations,  not  in  themsctvc»  of  an  essentially 
fatal  character,  had  been  followed  by  death  at  periods  of  a 
few  hours  or  days,— during  a  i«riod  of  15  years.  The  results 
were  that,  out  of  153  such  cases  which  had  occurred  in  the 
hospital,  death  had  resulted  from  iuflammntion  of  internal 
organs  or  secreting  surfaces  (excluding  the  liver  and  spleen) 
in  143  instances.  In  the  remaining  19,  the  patients  died 
from  other  cnuses,  such  as  tetanus,  slonghing,  hafmorrhnge, 
suppuration,  gangrene,  erysipelas,  diarrhoea,  and  total  defi- 
ciency of  reparative  action  in  the  wound.  In  one  only,  the 
precise  cause  of  death  was  not  Mcertaiued.  Out  of  those  153 
cases,  there  was  marked  disease  of  the  Spleen,  Liver  and 
Kidneys  in  93  cases.  In  the  14.1  cases  of  death  from  inter- 
nal inflammations,  there  was  also  superadded  marked  disease 
of  the  Spleen,  Liver,  of  Kidneys,  or  of  aill  these  organs  at 
once,  in  90  iuataocM. 
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lu  comnKnciog  his  scarcb  for  the  caasc  of  death  i>  nj 
cue  where  the  operntioa  of  Tioleoca  is  suspected,  the  Sb< 
gcoo  must  determine  to  satisfy  himself  upon  three  poiati;— 
(1).  Whether  the  injury  wss,  in  itself,  essenti&llj-  and  oeen- 
earily  mortal ; — (2).  Whether  the  deceased  had  prewiulj 
sutfcrcd  frtjm  organic  diseue  of  any  important  oi^sn;  ai 
f3}.  Whctiicr  tlic  appearances  are  such  aa  to  lead  to  a  bcEcf 
that  death  resulted  from  the  Injury  or  the  Disease,  or  fma 
both  of  these  together,  each  acting  upon  and  aggTuMii( 
tlic  other. 

It  ia  gouerally  well  knovru  that,  in  Europe,  inteai^mb 
pcnons  suffering  from  organic  disease  of  the  abdoatnt 
depnrative  riscera  are,  in  an  unusual  degree,  liable  to  anfe 
from  VncontroUable  H<emorrfiage,  in  consequence  of  ootnpt* 
ratively  slight  o]>t:ratioas  and  injuries,  as  well  as  after  duU- 
birth  and  during  salivation.  I  have  met  with  aennl 
instances  vhich  have  convinced  mo  that  this  predispotitioa 
is  much  incrc-asod  iu  ludia,  doubtless  in  conseijucncc  of  t4t 
upcrutiuu  here  of  laarsU  puisou  as  an  additional  canscoC 
caduemia.  One  illustration  of  this  fact  will  suffice.  In 
1853, 1  was  called  upon  to  cxnuiine  the  body  of  a  Euro- 
pcan,  who  had  died  under  suspicious  circum&tnuces.  He 
was  n  stout  aad  well-made  person,  about  36  years  of  age. 
Ilia  habits  hiui  been  notoriously  intemperate,  and  tUeMa^^ 
trat«  of  Ilowrah  had,  oa  that  accouut,  removed  him  from 
the  place  of  a  police  couatiiblc  auuie  time  previously.  I 
found  several  small  wounds  and  scratches  on  oao  aide  of 
the  face  and  forehead.  The  mo-it  considerable  of  these  was 
a  narrow  ragged  puncture  ou  the  temple,  which  reached  the 
periosteum,  but  into  which  I  found  that  I  could  not  succeed, 
by  tho  moat  careful  dissccttou,  in  tracing  any  branch  of  tho 
temporal  artery.  Still  the  entire  body  was  so  completely 
blanched,  that  death  must  certainly  have  resulted  from 
La:murrhiigc.     The  liver  wns  enlarged  aud  jtrubably 
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tAe  kutntys  wtre  mottUd  iit  a  rrmarkabie  degree.  His  Dativo 
servitnt  stated  thiit  ho  liail  tsliut  himself  iuto  hia  room  with 
n  large  supply  of  nrilent  cipirils  ;  that,  on  the  day  prcffeding 
Ikiii  dcatli,  lie  had  fnlkn  from  his  bed  on  a  bottle  Trhich,  in 
bretding,  had  bounded  htm ;  still  tbnt  they  had  hccn  afraid 
■  to  disturl)  him,  and  that  he  hnd  contiDiiod  to  drink  Bplrita 
and  to  bleed  until  he  saulf.  This  Htntcmcnt  nas  coulii-mcd 
by  tlie  ftppcamnce  of  the  floor  n«d  bed,  which  were  almost 
covered  with  blood.  The  fragmeuts  of  a  qunrt  bottle  were 
found  by  the  bed-side.  I  bad  no  hesitation  in  testifying 
that,  judjpng  by  the  account  of  his  habiu  which  I  had 
received,  und  by  the  state  of  hia  organs,  he  had  piobnbly 
died  from  haemorrhage  in  ttio  manner  alleged. 

It  18  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  welt-known  fact  that 
Hepatic  and  Splenic  diseases  are  extremely  rife  among  the 
lower  classes  of  nntivcaj  aud,  whoit  we  observe  the  fre- 
quency of  intcmpcranco  among  them,*  and  their  continual 
exposure  to  great  atmospheric  Tictaaitudca,  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  they  should  be  often  afflicted  with  ileual  diaorders.t 

Young  and   healthy  natives  generally  recover  well  and 
quickly  from  the  effects  of  severe  bodily  injuries.     This  has 
been  ascribed  to  the  temperance  and  Himplicity  of  their  mode  - 
of  life,  and  to  the  very  sparing  quantities  of  azotised  food 

*  A  Datir*  i«  Dover  •  Llpplor  :  ivbon  oddiot^  1o  aiMriU,  li«  klxitj*  drinks 
with  n  dalcnsiaaLiuD  to  utkv  hliow^tf  drunk  u  speedily  v\A  aa  compleloly  ta 
poatible,  U«  cut  E^iwnilljr  ttate  the  iicvcuo  quitnlitj  of  lii|iiar  that  will 
prodiiro  chU  o(rnrt,^iiii  bair  k  botUv,  (ptirlii|ii  iho  uvin'b^v  dot*,)  ■  botlk>,  a 
bottJa  and  s  balf,  or  tnu  bottlvl^ 

f  Dr.  Uari!h4!Ml  coIk^uidSI  euoicf  Biright'ii  diicnniin  the  JflmM^M  J9- 
JMbbi>7  Hoapltal,  Bombaj.  (Traatadioita  of  iho  Sicdical  and  Hijrslcat  So- 
t&vty  or  Bombaj-.  No.  X)  xni  l>r.  Kdnord  Uoodcve  waa,  1  b«ll(!rv,  ooo  uf  ibe 
firal  nlio  urcriaincd  that  ihU  iNton  U  not  nnfr«queaC  among  nUiTOa  In  the 
Ilciigal  I'n-aldcMy.— Dr.  Joseph  Ewart  hnspubUdndsoiM  inicrtlliagPHnsrka 
upon"  The  Cauioi^  I'athotacj,  aad  cnotmeBt  cf  Gnaalar  KidMjr"  mi  obatrv- 
ed  in  tb«  Ajmn*  J^.— Isdiwi  Auudaof  Jl«tk)d8ri«Be»,ilpnl  I8S$,P>  S8*> 
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which  they  consume.*  I  Imvc  certiuiily  often  seen  numerous 
and  enormous  ^oundSj  on  the  persons  of  nntives,  henl  without 
occasioning  a  sinj;le  bad  symptom  ;  nnci  there  is  generally  a 
quietude  und  abscuce  of  irritnbility  about  untivcs  which 
render  them  in  ti  rcmarkiiblu  decree  capable  of  prcscrring 
that  rest  and  those  restrRined  positions  nbich  faror  the  Ueal- 
iug  of  woiindii.  Slill  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  anytliing 
which  would  lead  me  to  conclude  thnt  the  people,  of  Bengal 
at  Icnst,  have  greater  soundncsa  and  reparative  power  of 
constitution  than  is  to  be  found  generally  among  healthy 
Europeans:  aud  I  feci  convinced  that  the  conGtitutional 
vigour  of  these  people  haa  been  much  over-rated.  True,  the 
Bengalee  lives  upon  a  plain  diet  in  which  a  very  small  pro- 
portion of  azotized  material  is  contained,  but  his  food  is  often 
scautv  in  quantity^  and  probably  consists  of  the  worst  kinds 
of  rice,  fish,  aud  lentils  ;  lie  works  hard,  he  is  badly  lodged 
and  badly  clothed  ;  he  is  greatly  exposed  to  severe  vicissituiles 
of  temperature ;  he  is  perhaps  an  opiuiU'eater  or  guojah 
smoker,  and  is  probably  a  drunkard,  consuming  the  worst  of 
all  spirituous  liquors  in  large  quantities;  his  internal  organs 
have  suffered  more  or  less  iu  structure  from  the  above  causes. 
His  body  is  lean  and  aneraiated,  he  has  been  habituated  to 
sexual  excess  from  his  boyhood  ;  and,  if  the  inhabitant  of  a 
town,  he  has  probably  suffered  from  syphilid  and  from  the 
use  of  mercury  employed  with  the  most  reckless  carelcssncas. 
This  is  by  no  means  au  unfair  dtscription  of  a  oonsidcrable 
proportion  of  those  who  seek  relief  flt  our  dispeoswiea.  In 
such  constitutions  manifestations  of  great  reparative  power  are 


*  Mr.  Bsyiuw  nyt  tluit— "  Fiom  ■ome  peooliuly  Mtlivr  in  Uio  ooiutitultoB 
ot  mods  of  lifo  of  the  iwCitce  of  this  coiuilrjr,  n-ounda  noi  immcdUilulf  &Ia1 
morK  rrKqnirtilly  «id  more  rpiujily  hekl  (hutv  in  tho  Kurapaiui  oiitiJA^t  ;  %f>  tint 
if  ibe  conililutioo  surTivc  tltv  first  n^ock  it  is  appitrvDtl}'  iu  Ivia  il&n;{«r  fmm 
DiUcki  otfrver.  inll&mmiiii>n,  rr^nipoliu,  jtc,  which,  in  ctbcr  cLimMn^  W9ao 
frvquonily  die  Mcoudarj  cuuk*  vt  tli'ath. 


scarcely  to  be  looked  for.  It  is  very  remarka'ble  bow  (listiuct. 
]y  the  disorders  which  are  consecutive  to  injuries  am^  opera' 
lionx  ID  Sengnl  carry  n-ith  them  the  evidences  of  miastnatic 
infliieuco.  In  place  of  the  Irritative  Fever,  Eryatpclas,  and  te- 
dious SupimrntioQ  so  comniOD  after  wouDds  among  the  diseas- 
ed and  ill-Iorlged  poor  of  Kurope,  wc  have,  here  Symptomatic 
Pever  of  true  Intermittent  charnctcr,  Gangrene,  Dinrrhoea 
and  Dysentery,*  while  casea  of  Traumatic  Tetanus  are  very 
much  indeed  more  frequent  in  India  than  in  Europe,  nl- 
tliough  scarcely  so  inevitably  destructive  to  life. 

lu  the  cases  of  those  who  die  in  Hospital  from  the  cflTocts  of 
frotinds  indicted  with  malicious  intent,  it  appears  to  be  gene- 
rally concededj  as  a  matter  of  course,  hy  the  judicial  anthori* 
ties  that  life  has  been  sncrificecl,  despite  of  the  employment  of 
the  roost  judicious  medical  aud  surgical  treatment  attaina.blc.t 
la  cBses,  however,  where  severe  ■wounds  have  been  evidently 
mismanaged  Ijy  native  practitioners  (as  in  an  instance  where, 
some  uf  the  ribs  having  been  cut  through,  cow-dung  w&a 
applied  aud  oozed  luto  the  pleural  cavity,)  it  is  generally 
inquired  nhether  the  patient  might  not  have  recovered 
under  proper  trontmeutj  aud  whether  his  death  vns  not 
attributable  rather  to  misminagemcnt  than  to  the  injury? 
This  is  well  answered  hy  Taylor — "  The  true  diiitiuction  in  all 
Buch  cases  is  that,  if  the  death  was  cvidoutly  occasioned  by 
grossly  erroneous  medical  treatment,  the  original  author  of 
the  violence  will  not  he  answerable;  but,  if  it  arise  from  the 
want  merely  of  the  higher  skUl  which  cau  only  be  com- 


■  Id  tbe  Rocurds.  I  liml  itight  eiact  in  wkieh  bul  DimrrlicM  or  Ttyteaury 
mpoTvcncil  in  coma  of  wound  ind  only  odq  cm»e  of  Br^dpalUi 

f  In  i>ii«  rnso  orAj  do  1  Hnil  it  intjuirfiil  or  k  Sub-AMUtUnt  Surg«on 
wli ether  rvpry  niipntjon  wb»  pnid  U)  ihe  Jrvi^iiiicof  ^  pKtimt'i  wiiundi  dnriiiK 
hit  iUty  tn  hnnpilAl,  knd  vhoAor  maggoti  nVtockoil  niiy  of  hi*  wound*  bnfaf* 
duib.    Tbn  raphes  to  Uiew  qontiont  appMr  Ui  luvi-  bwn  ntUfacUry. 
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mnudcd  iii  great  towiis,  lie  will  be  responsible^  becftuse  be 
hiu  Hilfully  exposed  the  deceased  to  n  mk  from  which 
be  has,  practically,  no  means  of  escflplng."  Agaio,  Batod 
PUtt  is  reported  to  Lave  oiiBcirtd,  in  1845,  that, — "lf» 
maa  iuflicted  a  vouiid  likely  to  produce  death,  and 
the  wounded  party  should  fnll  iuto  the  hands  of  an  od- 
tkilfiil  pntctitioner,  whereby  death  wns  linstened,  the  aggres- 
sor  would  sttll  be  responsible  fur  the  result.  If  the  woatid 
bad  uot  been  likely  to  produce  deiitU,  but  by  unskilful  trcat-| 
meat  death  ensued,  then  that  would  not  be  murder.* 

Mr.  BavDCB  observes,—"  The  culprit  must  take  what  raayl 
be  called  the  consequemreji  of  his  country.     A  native  of  India^ 
can,  clearly,  have  uo  right  to  eomplnin  if  he  be  punished  for 
inflicting  a  wouud  which  proves  mortal,  under  the  compara- 
tivdy  uuskilful  treatmeut  which  it  will  probably  rcccir^ 
merely  because,  had  it  been  inflicted  within  the  reach  of 
European  skill,  it  would,  most  probably,  not  have  prored  so;: 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  a  right  aud  claim  to  al!  the 
mitigating  considcratiuns  which  may  arise  from  the  fact  of 
muauel  means  having  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  its  cure : 
or  from  the  wounded  party  ueglectiug  to  resort  to  the  tcnul] 
mcana;  or  from  the  fatal  effect    being  clearly  traceable  to 
the  slate  of  constitution  of  the  deceased   at  the  time;  and 
t)ie  court  will,  in  nil  cases,  put  to  itself  the  question,  wai 
the  amount  of  injury  inflicted  apparently  eufficicot  to  cause 
death  in  a  person  of  ordinary  health  and  vigour."t 

Dr.  Kenneth  ^fackinnou  haa  very  justly  insisted  upon 
the  danger  which  attends  the  practice  of  seudiug  all  wound- 
ed persona  to  the  Sudder  Stations — quite  irrespectively  of 
the  length  of  the  journey  and  of  the  severity  of  the  hart. 


•  Op.  Citfct.  p,  274. 
t  Pp.  CitaC  p.  &G. 
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This,  donhtlcaa,  often  causes  death  in  caacs  not  otherwise 
likely  to  prove  fatal,  nntt  must  thiisi  nlso  tend  to  enhance 
the  severity  of  punishment.  Mnny  illustrntious  might  be 
cited; — thus  n  ni:m  of  Biickergungo  quiirrfiled  with  the 
widow  of  his  ctecensed  hrothor  und  hacked  her  severely  with 
a  dhao,  diriding  the  collar  hone  aud  inflicting  several  other 
injuries.  The  diu'ogah  found  her  tossing  al>out,  very  rest- 
leas,  aud  uunblc  to  spcuk.  The  uexl  dity,  he  scut  her  into 
the  station,  imt  she  died  on  the  way.*  About  a  year  aincc, 
I  was  called  to  see  an  nged  woiuau  who  had  come  to  aiy 
door,  wiilkiny  very  actively.  Upon  my  incjuirini;  what 
ailed  her,  she  raised  Iter  head,  which  had  been  ituiik  upoa 
her  brenat,  aod  disclosed  a  frightful  gosh,  without  any 
covering  whatever,  between  the  thyroid  and  the  hyo*d  bone. 
She  had  been  brought  iu  from  a  conaidcrahle  distance,  the 
wound  was  partially  healed,  and  ahc,  fortunately,  did  well. 
It  is  to  he  trusted  that,  whenever  the  plnu  of  attncliiiig 
native  doctors  to  each  thaiinah  eun  be  effected,  it  will  go 
for  towttrds  obviating  this  evil.t 

BITES  OP  VESOMOCS  SERPENTS. 

Cases  of  alleffrd  death  by  Siiake  Bite  are  of  such  frequent 
occurrence  in  this  eouutry,  that  it  la  singular  they  should 
not  become  more  frequently  the  subjects  of  niedico-Iagnl  in- 
vcstigntion.  Some  years  since,  it  was  stated,  by  the  magis- 
trnte  of  Midnaporc,  that  the  deaths  from  this  cause  in  that 
zilliih  uluue  amounted  to  402,  in  t^>cnty-one  nioutlis  j  and  it 


'  Mi&niut  A^awluC  RoiMTt*.  ITlh  Ootobor  1»5i,  p.  4~S. 
+  A  sincular  error  rcpirilmg  tbe  CuAnir  of  Cicatrlctt  htu  found  iu  n«y  !nla 
more  thwi  one  recent  nork  on  Mfiitiral  JurihiinKliiim,  Taylor  uyk  tbnl— 
"  Tba  lUsue  of  itliicU  m  i:icutrix  i>  furiLit>d  in  diflvrvnl  frvm  ihat  of  thr  ekiu  ; 
it  U  bsrdur,  and  low  viufiular,  und  in  dt-iUlutu  of  reU  nuriuun,  ttt  thM  itc 
whilODOU^  oliich  is  jMriicuIarljt  raoArkkblc  vn  the  I'lL-atrUcd  »kiii  of  a  iwgru 
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VM  recently  asserted,  io  tlie  public  priuts,  tltat   50  liiid 
thus  perished,  in  Delhi,  during  llie  raioy  season  of  1853.* 

Jly  tlie  kindnesa  of  Br.  Theodore  Cantor,  I  aui  enabled  tO' 
giie  the  following  list  of  Venomous  Sualtcs  found  iu  Bengal. 

1.  Uuodcd   spectacle- serpen!,  anil   its   wielies,   Cobra    Capello. 

JKoja  lutttetnt,  Laurenti, — Coluber  i»aja,  IJnne.^ 
RubsgU  L,  1*1.  5  and  6,  Beng.  Nag,  NagA,  Gomun,. 
GakroD,  PedtlaQ,  Kaowtiak. 

2.  Gigantic  hoodt'il  sorpcnL 
Hamadrtjas  opkiaphagut,  C&Dtor. — ^Beag.  SiiaLr-cluwc 

3.  Yellow  and  black  ringed  Bungariis. 
Buitffarui  fateiatUf,  (Sclineider.) — BuauII  I.,    PI.    3,. 
Bungarutn  Pamnli, — Beiig,  Biingarua. 

4.  BJack  and  white  ringed  Bungarus. 
liunffarus  tandiilits,  (Linrif, )^E«i«ae!l  T.,  PI.  I,  Pars- 
gootloo. — B«ig.  Saukuniicc. — Cobn  raotui  of  the  Pof- 

ttlgUMC. 


i*  retainod  Uimugb  lifu."**  Thin  aUteinont  ia  Mi»et«l  in  Mr.  Baj-QM't  work 
«itli  iHMDorniplianU.t  InnRCTorBarii  in  tlie  NotiTViiof  tWatniinlryaracwitly- 
fornKi'i)  cirutru  in  nlwayn  nbit«  ;  hot,  io  course  of  lime,  hI  a.  lattgar  or  tliortep 
pariod,  acuurding  to  tlie  oatvnluf  llic  noiind.Bnd  the  drgnwnfiiijiirjr  inflicted 
upon  ttie  nurrcjuudiiij^  purls,  thit  eicAin's  grniiiially  nctivei  fl  dfipaiiit  >i(  black 
pignipnl  Qtitil,  ulltniatcl;.  it  becomca  tn  a  narktii  Jrgrtt  darter  Aam  rV  adja- 
etnl  thin.  Mr.  IjiwTcnrra  long  tiinf^o  nhfiwiHl  Uiul  the  npinion  t]iat  H«itric«« 
ill  ncgropi  rrmain  «bite,  tviu  allofvitipr  withnui  (jfiouud.  AfUtr  dio  applica- 
tion of  n  blulvr  to  a,  nutivu'i  %k\a,  tho  i.-olijring  uiutlur  rrnlitvlj  iliia[i)jiiai  i  for 
ft  time.  Mr.  Itoitrord  hu  Ktiown,  in  mi  lu[<-Tv*Lin{  aoriu  of  ofaMrvktions 
frhieb  ho  has  ^abluii«d  on  Ifao  tulject,  tliat  tli«  averag;*  period  rM|iur«d  far 
tha  retloraUon  or  ilie  colour  of  thu  ikin,  in  nati*««,  U  fraaa  14  to  91 
tlnT.'i.  The  cuiinic  aril  colorlni;  mnti^r  begin  tu  re-appcar  IwtiitMM)  tb* 
fiih  and  Scli  cl»j.  In  nlmosL  «vary  oaip,  the  colour  of  thu  blistered  part* 
bvc-uuivB  u  aliuilu  durhrr  (ban  ibe  neighbouring  ahiii.t 

•  MmI.  Timet  and  Guetw  for  January  1654,  (^om  Uie  Delhi  Guetl*. 


t  nw«n. 

1  Bcncal  Uartuuu  Madlcal  and  BctenUllG  6bicIic,  Uih  AptO  ISU- 
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Ilussclliaii  Viper. 

Vipera  rutulli,   {ShAyf.)—liusaea  I.,  V\.    7,    Kaltika 

I£«ku]ft  PoJa,  fitwi   IE.,  PI.  3^.— Beiig.   Bom,  Cliiiiee- 

Bon. 
&.     Green  halchcl-lirnilvd  hit[ii^iiI. 

Triffonocf}>halua  gTamiHfH3{S\t&yi.) — BiismIII.,PI.9, 

Bodrtw  Pam,  md  II.,  Pi.  20. 
The  firat  five  kinds  are  of  conimou  occurrence  in  Bengal. 
The  Bixtli  is  very  rarely  seen  in  the  plains,  and  its  venom 
appears  to  be  leas  deittcrious  tluiu  tlmt  of  the  [ireceding 
serpents.*  Biffereiit  kinds  of  Venomous  Sea  Serpents  are 
very  common  in  the  estuaries  of  the  Gunges. 

Vt.  Cantor  has  shown  that  six  species  of  Ibe  Genus  Ilydro- 
pliis  inhabit  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  viz,,  JI.  scimtosa,  striata, 
mffrocinfta,  ffraciUr,  pelami*,  Rutl  ptlamoidea.  Out  of  this 
number,  he  has  observed  the  TI.  xchhlofa  and  Hrlnta  to  be 
most  common,  and  the  //.  yracilia  comparatively  rare  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Bay,  and  the  estuaries  of  the  Ganges. 
All  tfie  Pelagic  Serpents  are  V'tnatnoua.  Dr.  Cantor  has 
disproved  the  accuracy  of  51.  Schlcgel's  opinion  that  the 
pelagic  serpents  are  of  a  more  peaceable  disposition  than  tic 
greater  number  of  terrentrial  Venomous  Snakes, — Hhowiiig, 
from  his  own  expcricuc«,  tlmt  those  species  which  inhabit 
the  Biiy  of  Bengal  and  the  estuaries  of  the  Ganges  are  of 
very  fcroclons  habits,  as  well  in  tun  out  of  tratcr.  llu  refers 
to  the  record,  in  the  Asiatic  Researches,  of  a  number  of  ncci- 
dents,  at  Madras,  caused  by  the  venom  of  these  Serpents  ; 
and  also  to  an  instance,  which  took  place  in  1837  on  board 
H.  M.  Brig  Algerine,  while  in  Madras  Roads,  where  the 
person  bitten  expired  Titbin  four  hours  of  the  iufltctiou  of 
the  wound .t 


*  Mr.  Uodgton  bin*  neon  n  nmn  wounded  by  Ihii  ipcciA* — th*  onl^  vraom- 
*oi  (in»  knomt  to  inlmbit  >'ip»l — luffering  rvnrrully  fratn  pain  sod  awrlliiif ; 
bill  ho  ooTAr  heud  of  a  fntiU  cu?.— Tronic  Zcti1oi;inil  &  LoniU  ml.  ti.,  p.  309. 

t   TranMictioia  of  Ihc  Zoologioal  Swiciy  of  E^itiilun,  »ul  ii.,  p.  303. 
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It  it  atronjily  believed  by  several  experienced  Officers, 
Missionaries  and  otliftra,  well  ocqunintcd  iritli  the   coantry 
and  its  [)CO]>lc,  that  a  vast  araouat  of  undiscovered  crime  ia 
concealed  (at  IcaNt  in  Betigul]   uiidur  tlic  nlwnya  plnuitihle 
and  not  generally  controvertible  report  of  "  Died  by   Snake 
Bite."     At   present,   tlio  matter    <m\y   reals    upon    strong 
suspicion.     ls'cvcrtbclcs«,  it  appears   to  coll  for  close   and 
freqnent  iuTefltigalioti  hy  Magistrates  and  Civil  Surgeons. 
It  would  be  very  deairulilc  tlint,  from  time  to  time,  Jlfii^-* 
trates  should  direct  tlmt,  during  a  stated  period,  all  bodies  of 
pcrHUus  reported  to  the  police  as  having  died  from  Snake  Bite, 
within  a  moderate  distance  of  the  Zitlnh  station,  should  be  at 
once  Kent  in.  for  inquest,  And  for  examination  by  the  Civil 
Surgeon,     Whether  instances  of  discovery  occurred  or  not, 
the  fre(jucnt  rcpetitionof  such  an  order  would  evidently  have 
a  direct  tendency  to  place  a  check  upon  the  perpetration  of 
secret  crime  under  this  disguise.* 


"  It  wan  enkctod,  ia  the  anci«ut  Uufisulinnun  Law,  that,  ''  If  a  penoa 
bring  nmiitit-r  liHu  liii  bouw,  and  piii  h.  ivilil  hotaX  iatn  tha  room  niUt  bim  * 
(ind  shut  the  door  upon,  them  ;  and  the  bcMt  kill  tliu  nun  ;  neEtheT  KisoM  nor 
Diffytl  \t  iuL'«rr<Ml.  A«ii  it  it  liic  tamt  if  a  SnaHe  or  SfvrpioK  be  pitl  into  tUt 
haute  teith  a  rww  ;  or  if  titoy  ww*  there  bprur«,  and  sting  him  lo  dc&ifc.  But, 
if  Uio  suffc-r»r  be  n  child,  Ihc  pri^o  of  blood  i«  pii.y«.l>li\"  Had  ttTrw  not 
foriut-r!^  existed  fi'i;<|i)enl  pracLici'ii  »{  ttim  Icimi),  it  i*  almost  nc«4bM  la  «»y 
that  o  iipoi--iiil  Uw  woulil  not  hnv(t  lin*ii  I'nni-tiHl  ti>  curb  tlctn.  Wbcr*  ws 
ftui  tucli  »n  <^nDrmuiu  luis  of  lifu  rrniii  Smikr  Bile  in  a  atrunghoU  of  Mna- 
nilni&un  tradition  like  Delhi,  we  maj  be  juntiflcd  in  inquiring, — dn  «ncA 
trimnt  »liti  praetined  f 

A*  a  ni]tii.-ea1i1i.<  coulroit  to  the  abiive  xtatia^n  of  (Wtlii  from  Snake>  Bit* 
in  DHIil  iktiil  Hidnnporc.  I  mnj  montinn  thiil  I  n<iw  Iihtp  lii-ftrr*  mc  ducu- 
nenlB  nhidi  thtiv  tbni,  dulinK  (be  Taiiia  uf  IS4£,  no  cvuie  itf  Siiukt.'  lliti^  aaa 
adinittuil  either  i«  th(^  (.ipncml.  Mediial  Uull«f^  ur  Nalifi.'  llcupiuil  of  Od- 
cntta.  Ur.  Jkekson  n-porU'd  ihtit  ea*n  of  Snivk^  HiEo  u«rv  lery  nuvly 
bnnight  to  the  Natire  Uvspital,  and  Dr.  Nlci>l»on  alatcd  lie  ivaa  not  aware  of 
a  liaxl*  CBH  of  Snnkc  lliin  bcinK  udmlttcd  ii>  tbu  Ui>n4^rat  Hunpital  durinc 
ihvpnK-cdiDB.Wjrrurt.— Still,  venumous  Sunhn  arc  b^'  no  mean*  rvry  rat« 
in  aud  arviind  C»kutia. 


IK   BIKOAl   IND   THB  N.   W.    PH0VIKCE8. 

In  cases  where  persons  are  bittcD  by  tlio  Cobra  ia  fall 
veuom,  iiud  where  a  proper  ligftture  is  not  speedily  applied 
above  the  puucturcs,  and  ihc  stimulating  treatment,  by 
ammoniR,  brandy,  &c.,  is  not  had  recourse  to,  the  symploiiis 
usually  set  in  witbiu  an  bourj  aad  destroy  life  with  great 
rabidity. 

The  foUoffjiig  case,  by  Dr.  Burdcr,  affords  one  of  tUo 
fullest  deicriptioaB  on  record  of  the  action  of  Cebra  Poison, 
when  altogether  unchecked  by  trentmcut. 

A  keeper  at  the  Ilcgcut'a  Park  Zoological  Gardens,  aged 
31j  of  rather  iutemperftte  habits^  was  bitten,  while  partially 
intoxicated,  on  the  upper  part  of  his  uosc,  by  au  Indian 
Cobra.  For  a  short  timo  after  the  receipt  of  the  wound, 
there  appear  to  have  becu  uo  striking  symptoms,  apart 
from  his  agitation  and  alarm  at  the  occurrence ;  and  he 
waa  able  to  walk  and  talk  without  difficulty.  After  twenty 
miiiutfi,  however,  he  began  to  stagger  in  walking^  and 
ceased  to  speak  intelligibly.  At  the  same  time,  moieiucuta, 
apparently  couvuUive,  of  the  mouth  and  of  the  limba  were 
observed.  He  made  no  special  compLaiot.  Ue  was  brought 
to  the  hospital  nboul  35  miuutea  aflcr  the  accident.  He 
was  then  unable  to  speak,  and  coasclouaueas  was  nearly 
or  (jnite  abolished.  Ue  moaned,  grasped  his  throat  vtith 
some  eagtirneHs  of  action,  tossed  his  Lead  from  aide  to 
side,  and  moved  his  arms  and  legs  in  an  uneasv  restless 
manner,  uot  apparently  coavuUivc.  When  a«kcd,  in  a  loud 
voice,  if  be  felt  pain,  he  made  do  reply,  uor  gnve  any 
tudicatiou  of  iuteUigence,  beyond  the  action  of  placing  his 
fingers  on  his  throat.  lie  was  unable  to  support  himself 
iu  a  sitting  posture.  His  face  geucntlly  was  slightly  livid, 
his  eyes  fixed,  the  pupils  rather  large,  netiug  sluggishly  to 
light;  the  skin  was  of  natural  terapernturc  and  moisture ; 
puUe  130,  regular  iu  rythm,  but  unequal  in  force,  most  of 
the  beats,  however,  being  tolerably  full  and  strong.     On  the 
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upper  part  of  the  nose  were  a  number  of  smnll    punctured 
wouiuli,  from  one  or  more  of  which  u  small  quantity  of 
blood  hstl  flowcJ.     TKe  eyelids  of  tlie  right  eyes,  eapecialtr 
tiifl  upper,  were  swollen  and  livid,  the  lividity  extcudiogto 
tlie  right  side  of  the  nose.     The  eyelids  of  the  left  eyt 
were  not  thus  nfTocted.    There  appeared  to  be  no  nreU- 
ing  of  the    toii){ue.     Within    five  niiautos,    moTomenta  of 
the  extremities  hiid  catirclv  ceased,  the  respiration  was  20 
per  iDtuute,  very  shullow,  without  Ktertor,  and  free  From  any 
sound    indicating  laryngeal    or   tracheal  obstruction.    The 
liriditT   of  the  face  hnd  very  mFirkedly  incrcnsed,    m  free 
perspiration  had  occurred  over  the  body  generally.    The 
pulse  continued  tolcrahly  good.  In  two  minutes  more  (about 
40  minutes  after  the  infliction  of  the  bite)  natural  respira- 
tion had  ceased  (?),  aud,  but  for  the  continuance  of  the 
pulse,  the  man  might  have  been  pronounced  dead.     The 
pulse  at  this  time  was  32  per  minute,  remarkably  regular 
both  in  rytlim  and  in  furce,  some  of  the  beats  being  striling- 
ly  full  nnd  bouudiiig.     ArtiBcial  rcapiratiou  and  the  applica- 
tion of  galvHuisiD  were  now  employed  and  continued  for 
SO  minutes,  at  the  end  of  which  time  all  the  muscular  action 
ceased . 

On  examiiintioQ,  there  was  found,  immediately  abore  the 
middle  of  the  nose,  on  either  aide  of  its  centre,  a 
horizontal  row  of  small  punctures ;  on  the  left  side 
four,  {the  three  next  the  centre  being,  however,  tnero 
Hcratclies),  on  tho  right  aide  two,  larger  than  those 
on  the  left.  Half  an  inch  above  these,  was  another  row  of 
puncturea,  of  somewhat  greater  sixc, — on  the  left  side 
two,  on  the  right  aide  nue,  that  on  the  right  side  being 
again  the  largest.  A  quarter  of  an  inch  higher  still,  on 
the  right  side  of  the  nose,  was  the  largest  wound  of  all, 
transTerse  in  its  direction  (as  were  also  such  of  the  others 
Oil  liad  any  appreciable  dimensions)  DicKturing  in  diameter 
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about  n  sixth  of  an  inch,  and  in  depth  cxtcuding  apparently 
through  the  substaucc  of  tlio  akin.  From  this  wouut],  a 
little  hlood  was  oozing;  the  otlicra  were  closed  by  coagula. 
Two  lioura  and  a  half  after  the  man's  death,  n  mouse  was 
inoculated  with  the  blood  that  flowed  from  the  wound.  Ko 
effect  was  produced  upon  tho  saimai. 

The  post  mortim  esraminniion  was  made  30  honrs  after 
death.  A  considerable  quantity  of  frothy  blood  had  ieaucd 
from  the  mouth  and  nostrils.  There  was  livid  diacolorntiou 
of  the  ncek,  face,  and  upper  part  of  the  chest,  also  of  the 
dependent  parts  generally,  except  at  the  points  where  the 
pressure  of  the  body  had  fallen;  here  the  skin  waapale.  There 
was  no  awoUiog  of  any  part,  except  the  right  eyelidit,  and 
these  were  less  swollen  than  during  life.  Rigor  mortis  waa 
strongly  marked  In  the  lower  extremities ;  less  so  in  the  upper. 

]3h)ody  fluid  liad  coutitiucd  to  esude  from  the  highest 
wound  on  the  noac.  On  dissecting  back  the  skin,  it  was 
found  tiiat  the  three  highest  punctures  on  the  right  side  had 
penetrated  into  the  cellular  tissue^  which  was  inhitraCcd 
with  dark  blood. 

In  the  Jirain  and  Spinal  Cord  scarcely  anything  abnormal 
was  discovered.  There  was  little,  if  any,  unnnturai  conges- 
tion, cither  of  the  nervous  centres  themselves  or  of  the 
meninges.  The  lateral  ventricles  of  the  brain  were  filled  with 
transparent  fluid.  The  spinal  cord,  at  il^  lower  part^  woa 
softer  than  usual.  The  lungs  appeared  less  collapsed  than 
usual ;  their  posterior  parts  were  ciccssively  gorged  with 
blood,  being  almost  black  on  section,  and  exuding  copiously 
a  blackish  fluid  mixed  with  some  air.  The  alr-tuhes,  large 
and  small,  throughout  both  lungs,  were  tilled  with  a  black 
frothy  fluid,  and  the  lining  membrane  was  generally  stained 
of  a  very  dark  blackish  colour. 

The  Heart  was  hcaltliy  ia  alructnre.  Tho  left  caritica 
were  contracted  and  empty;  Uiu  right  were  filled  with  dark 
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fluid  hlooiJ,  amongst  wIlIcIi  wiu  a  small  quantity  of  TCry  loose 
coagulum.  Tlicrc  were  no  clots  in  the  great  vessels.* 
■  Tbcie  was  uo  nwx-Uiiig  about  the  tuiigue  or  fauces ;  the 
cesophn-rua  was  healtliyj  the  Slomach  presented  pntcbcB  of 
pale  colour,  nltcrnnting  vith  patches  of  red,  the  latter 
formed  by  the  aggregation  of  pule  red  spots.  The  Intettiaet 
■were  iiutural. 

The  Liver  was  of  dark  colour  externally,  and  darker  than 
natural  on  section;  otherwise  the  orgau  was  hcaltby. 

The  Spleen  was  enormousJy  congested,  of  very  dark:  co\onr 
externally  and,  ou  section,  almoat  black;  the  substance  waa 
very  soTt,  and  from  it  exuded  abundantly  very  dark  blood. 

The  Kirtneifs  were  of  very  dark  colour,  both  cxtertmlly  and 
internally,  and  the  cut  surfaces  yielded,  on  pressure,  dark- 
colonred  blood ;  otherwise  the  organs  were  healthy .t 

This  case  ap[>car8  to  establish  the  facts,  that, — the  bite  of  a 
full-vcnomcd  Cobra  will,  if  not  interfered  with,  produco 
severe  symptoms  in  about  20  minuti-a,  and  death  in  aboot  uO ; 
but,  ns  the  state  of  intoiication  appears  to  be  in  great  mea- 
sure antidotal  to  the  operation  of  Snake  Poison,!  »*  •• 
probable  that  the  fatal  symptoms  will  generally  set  la  aod 
close  more  speedily.     That  the  Cobra  Poison  acts  more  ra- 


•  The  roiwrier  In  Iht  "  Laiieef  sayi.  "  Tho  blood  was  alUi|[«th*r  tUrk. 
alkaline,  fluid,"  (this  wn*  SO  liuurs  uftcr  dmlli  in  tlif  luoulk  of  O«tob«r) 
"t,Di  It  emitted  ■  pM-uliir  xnir  snil  iiirkly  (niHI.  quite  ilillieniit  front  tk* 
odour  CDmmoDl^  known  Co  pirvodL-  ilie  iltMl-houic." 

t  Mi'dieal  Time*  hdiI  Oau-'ttc  uud  Ranking'B  RotrospnrC,  roL  xti.,  p,  I3«. 

X  Thai  i«  \Q  my— Lieut.  'Woodruff  tuid  Dr.  IJlBcklHirn  have  found  ilin 
■dmlnlMtralloa  «f  ilran;;  whutky,  in  alino«t  unUniili-d  f[tianliliei,  (a  prattle* 
known  D*  tho  Wttfm  RemeJ^)  of  n'rjf  RTcnt  clBcmcy  in  ciiie»  of  raltl«*tikak« 
bitti.  Or.  GUman  roiuidcrt  that  alfjliul,  if  brvuglit  in  ^antact  t<itlitk« 
r«num  ii,  to  «  r«ftain  eitoiil,  lUi  auLJcluic. — Arnorican  Joumitl  of  Medical 
Sol»ni:<«,  January  1SS3  and  Raukiiis'a  R«iro»pcct.  vi^l-  vu.,  p.  295  ; 
American  Lancet  and  Rn.nklog.  vol,  xlx.,  {1.114.  6t.  t»nu  Modiral  aM 
SurE'^*^  JvonMl,  <^uol«U  in  tho  Liiuctt,   Fvbiuaiy  Stli,  IMt.    Dr.  JoUrt  oC 
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pidl;  tlmn  any  otlicr  poisou  known  to  tic  in  use  among  tlic 
Diitivcs  of  luclia,  with  the  exception  of  the  nux  TomicR ;  but 
tlmt  the  operation  of  this  snnke  poison  is  not  attended  with 
miy  convnlsive  motions  ivhich  could  be  mistaken  for  the 
opisthotonic  spasms  under  which  life  falU  in  poisoning  by 
nux  vomica.  That  decomp&sitioa  is  not  unuauiJly  rapid ; 
anct  that  the  rigor  mortis  is  not  altogether  absent  after  death 
by  this  kind  of  Snnke  Bite.  That  tlie  blood  is  found  unusu- 
ally fluid,  hut  not  altogether  without  coagula. 

Tlicre  are  several  reasons  vrliicli  would  lead  us  to  dtsiicnt 
from  the  opinion,  which  now  nppeafR  to  be  generally  received, 
that  Bnnkc  poison  nets  by  destroying  the  ^-italitj'  of  the 
blood.*  Still  a  Microscopical  and  Cheroic&l  Dxamination  of 
the  fresh  blood  from  Snnko  Bites,  as  veil  as  of  the  circu- 
lating blood  of  frogs  and  other  animals  bitten  hy  poisonous 
snakes  might  lead  to  some  very  important  results. 

The  fidlowing  facts,  relative  to  the  ehemicjil  properties  of 
the  Tcnom  of  Indian  Snakes,  have  bcca  adduced  by  Dr. 


Quiiicj,  lisa  a<lininiit«n>d  lo  a  (i^rt  l>ctwci>D  llirM  and  tvttT  jean  of  aj^c,  wbo 
hail  Irveii  bitten  1  &  piut  anil  n  half  or  fmirth  proof  branily  without  aiij>  ligna 
of  intflxicfilian  ('luuiiig.  H«  coneii.)vn>  ihi.'  tipplii^ation  .^  (inapuniB  otvr  tb« 
ttbulo  body  la  be  the  nvxl  mott  rv linbln  npan*  of  avpriing  rollnpac. 

*  iJr.  Gilinau,  auv  ut  lbi>  mnal  niccnt  nnilinriliDa  on  thia  «alijra!l,  ha*  ar- 
rived at  the  condusiua  "  that  the  runuin  uf  turponU  duitroyn  all  kiiida  ut  "rga. 
ni«.'il  ii.tr,  TCgelalili^  a*  mil  a*  animal,"  and  "  ihaC  tlie  blond  of  (mmll  animals 
dfrstraj-frd  by  ilia  nnunn  of  wrpontu  bnun  n  -cloRn  rtKcinblniicte  to  that  nf  aal- 
mala  dortrojrcd  by  U^inEng  or  fayd/ocyaiiu;  acid;  U  loaea  iu  powur  uf  coofrn- 
latioti.  and  ciinuul  hi>  kvpt  lung  fruiu  putrtfactiun."  It  must  b«  (ibii«n-i>d,  how- 
nvLT,  that  powerful  RtiiDulania  of  nearly  oil  kindf,  not  only  keep  otftbi:  !>j-iii]i- 
loina  of  [.nu<r>>iing,  when  liod  r«t>oune  Iu  Mrly,  but  appear  lo  hav^,  in  «oiua 
ioaUucea,  Ibo  pover  of  rcstorinn  rita]  aclion  after  tim  pulMi  liaa  b»* 
Gonia  impercoifUhU, — tvhi'D,  aeioordinf;  to  lli«  abdve  tlievrj,  tliu  IIiahI 
hliuuld  linvc  become  dUinlt^^Wd  and  nnlit  li>  ienc  ibe  piiri>ii*)iK  af 
ein.-ulali'ja  auti  nulrillou.  6ce  tbe  very  remarkable  cue*  by  pr.  Ch&t 
inori.  lata  of  Uic  II.  K.  L  C.  G1b<i[ov  UMlleal  Journal,  ApHI  ISM,  aad 
Kiiiikiu];,  tuL  ziii.;  and  Dr.  Uncrait'a  (of  dutugoiig)  narraUwof  hiavwii 
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Cantor  and  Mr.  Laidlay.  Tlio  latter  Una  given  the  folIoT- 
ing  mcmoraudum  relative  to  the  venom  of  Saja  luteseent, 
(Laureuti): — "  The  vcnuiu  wan  ciircfuUy  ulitaiiitd,  so  lu  to 
avoid  any  adiuisturc  of  sntiva,  hy  compreRsitig  tlic  venomous 
glaiids.  It  issued  froa  tlic  lower  aperture  of  the  &ngi  in 
viscid  drops  of  u  sjrupy  cotisisteucy,  mid  wiia  received  as 
it  fell  froiu  tlie  faiiga  in  pktina  capsules.  The  serpents 
operated  upon  were  an  ndiilt  Cobra  de  Capello,  and  one  of  its 
vnrietieH  Naja  Kaouthia,  (apud  Bclaugcr).  In  every  instance, 
the  vcuom  rendily  clinnged  the  blue  of  litmus  to  icd,  ftnd 
rc6tore<l  the  bright  yellow  of  turmeric  paper  that  bad  been 
reddeucdby  the  application  of  caustic  alkali:  ou  unequivo- 
cal proof  of  acidity.  \V]i«u  left  to  xpuiitancous  evaporation, 
it  dried  into  a  varnish  resemhiing  mucilage  or  the  glare  of 
nn  Cffg,  cracking  in  all  dirct^tiuns;  and,  on  being  lieat&I,  it 
deposited  an  abundant  coagtilum,  Rppareotly  idbumiaou». 
Ill  either  instance,  when  re-dissolved,  it  retained  its  acid 
property,  What  the  nature  of  this  seid  may  he,  it  is  impos- 
aible  to  determiue  froui  the  small  quantity  operated  upon  ; 
nor  am  I  prepared  to  say  that  the  poison  Useff  is  nn  acid, 
althongli,  if  it  be  not  so,  it  is  certainly  associated  with 
one.  Most  probably,  from  the  rapid  disappearance  of  ita 
properties  by  keeping,  the  poiaon  itself  eonsists  of  some  ex- 
cecdingly  unstable  cowpouud,  which  wonld  be  totally  disor- 
gauined  under  any  attempt  at  isolation  by  chemical  mean*."* 
Long  previous  to  this.  Dr.  Cantor  described  the  fresh 
poison  of  the  Hamadnjaa  as  a  pcUucid  tasteless  fluid,  iu  con- 


cue,  Ranking,  vol.  xvi.,  p.  isb.  The  Jfno^efbrl  of  Snake  rubon  It,  AonbtlVM, 
tu  dMtruy  Um  yitnliljr  or  tho  blooit ;  Wt  I  Ihink  Uiit,  in  our  allctnpLt  lo 
rcMor*  thoH  butm.  ¥r«  aboald  bn  fni'ouragnd  bjr  tlie  belief  that,  *lthon)^ 
a  atronit  poiion  i«  cUvuImtiuE  in  ibo  btoiKt,  |.|t»t  fluid  rcloias  iu  eunitial 
drniiiinl  maA  liul  conditiood  up  to,  and  mwh  ^f>*r,  the  momMl  of  ftppftronl 
dcktb. 

*  CaUiViKuc  i>r  Ucptilv*  inliabiUng  thu  MaUyaa  IVoiiwBla  and  ItluMlj;, 
l.>' Ttu-odor*  C*iitor,  SI.  1).,  Jwuniat  vf  Asirtie  SoclHy.  tul.  xii,  p.  1040. 
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sistence  like  a  Ihin  solution  of  gum  ariibic  iu  water;  and 
as  slightly  rcttJeiiing  litmus  piiper,  which  is  also  the  case 
with  tlio  fresh  |n>isoa  of  Ibe  Cujihias  viridis,  Vipcra  efegaiu, 
Noja  tripudians,  iivtij/anis  anmiUir'tt,  and  Biinffarus  caruleut. 
Tlic  same  is  the  case  with  the  poison  of  lilapa  bivirffalus. 
Ill  these  obscn*atioDS  the  aascrtiou  of  M.  ScLIegcl*  tlint 
the  venom  \s  neither  Bcid  nor  a!ka.Iinc  is  refuted.  Dr. 
Cantor  accouDts  for  the  mistake  by  tuppositig  tliiit  M. 
Schlcgcl  himself  never  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the 
poison  of  a  living  serpent;  for,  besides  the  fire  above- 
mentioned  genera  of  Indian  vcuonious  acrpcuta,  Itc  funiid 
the  fresh  poison  of  dillcrcnt  species  of  raarinc  serpents 
{ilydnu)  to  possess  the  property  of  turning  litmns  paper 
red.  The  same  fact  with  the  Crotalus  ia  noticed  by  Dr. 
Harlan,  who  saya. — "The  poison  of  the  living  Crotalut, 
tested  in  numerous  instances  with  litmus  paper,  S:c.,  invari- 
ably displayed  acid  propertic9."t 

I  am  iufornied,  by  my  friend  the  llc%-d.  Thomas  Smitli, 
of  a  fact  which  is,  nt  least,  curious,— uJr.  that  the  snake 
catchers  of  Bengal  nppear  to  be  all  Opium  Enters;  iind  that 
it  is  a  popular  belief  among  the  natives  that  an  hnbituiil 
opinm  eater  may  handle  Tenomous  snakes  with  impunity. 
The  point,  of  conrscj  needs  inveatigntion ;  it,  however,  appears 
to  hiive  some  siguifieaiicc  when  taken  together  wiiU  the  fact, 
noticed  by'Dr.  T.  Anderson,!  that  several  of  the  commoocr 
narcotics  have  a  kind  of  ontidotal  action  upon  each  other. 


*  Sohlcgvl's  i>TTon«vn>  obacrvalioa  ia  gcssnUIj  «ib«l  U  tiiil  Ira  fuund 
iiuutvil  ill  TajrloT  on  Poiioiu  pspt  i'i. 

t  C4Dl<ir,  u  -(uuloJ  in  ib«  I'cnnf  C>clo|MDdls, srUcU  Naja. 
;  ludiaa  AuuuU  ot  UcdlL-iU  ^itncc  fur  April  l&AA,  p.  Jilt. 
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STRANG  ULATION. 

The  practice  of  Tliuggce,  altliougli  now  almost  entirety 
supprcssL'il  hy  the  aetlvc  exertions  of  Government,  could 
scarcely  tiavc  been  opcriitivc  for  so  many  centuries  through- 
out  the  length  nnd  hreadtli  of  all  India  without  leat-ioj; 
strong  traces  of  its  marked  atrocities  upoa  the  erifflioal 
Luhits  of  the  people. 

The  Oghting  Bishop  of  Bayeux,  who  preferred  the  mace  to 
tlic  sword,  was  scarcely  more  chary  in  the  ahedding  of  hlood 
timn  ia  the  BengnleCj  when  merely  promptcil  hy  a  enlm  inteo- 
tion  to  t&kc  life  for  Iiis  own  advautagc,  without  hcing  goaded 
ou  by  any  urgent  promptings  of  revenge  or  terror  of  detec- 
tion. That  ia  to  any,  he  will  rather  use  his  hands  or  his 
cloth  than  his  hus$ooak — unless  he  bclievea  that  the  latter 
will  he  more  effectual. 

It  {»  considered  that  Thuggee  ha»  prevailed  in  nil  parts  of 
India  ever  siaco  the  first  irruption  of  the  ^[ussulmauus.  The 
practice  has  been  clearly  described  by  most  of  the  European 
travcllcrii  who  visited  this  country  during  the  scrcntccath 
century,  especially  by  Thcvenot  and  Dr.  John  Fryer.*    The 


*  M.  ThcTmnt'e  deccriplian  of  Thiigj^cv,  m  prnctiwd  on  tti&nnd  iMCwwn 
Agr»  unil  DcUii  ia  1066.  lias  been  rn!<iu(^iiily  ciiol,  Frjrr,  *he  cwne  to 
h«  vvunlr)-  six  yeHri  Inter,  raab«s  *  very  iliallni-t  allu»ion  10  Tliag^M,  mX 
Surnt,  in  tht>  rullowing  inuangu.  "  Tltvy  wero  fifteen,  nil  iif  *  £■■){.  who 
UkO  to  luik  uoJer  liiiilgei.  in  narrow  Unc«  [  »nil,  <ia  tlicj  tvu»A  opportonitr. 
by  a  deviw  of  a  wcijjbt  ttod  to  a  coilan  [  F  ]  bonstring  idmIo  uf  pits  (with 
wliich  lli«>  l«ir  cotton)  vf  some  length,  tbo/  um-iI  to  tUruw  it  upoti  pAuvo- 
g«n  *a  that,  ninding  it  abutit  ibvir  uocka,  thtiy  piiltGil  them  trom  tbttir 
b«>Mt«,anil  drugging  tbi'ui  to  Atff  lETound,  stnuigtiil  them,  ftiid  posaecnd 
thcnwul'vs  of  what  \^<iy  biui  One  uf  Ihoiii  niui  un  i>M  lann  witli  bit  two 
■otM,  the  jruonKi^at  uul  fourieen.  This  bc-in^  th^lr  jiravliw,  they  wan) 
tvxl^nonl^  acwonltng  to  the  ft' Wtini'^,  to  hv  htingcdi  whcircfom,  bciU|;<l«l)- 
irivd  to  the  Catwftl.  or  Sbarifi'ft  mcD,  tboy  lod  tlwui  twu  niiltm  with  rofwa 


« 
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fint  definite  autl  full  account  of  the  Indian  Stranglcra  ntta 
gWcD,  ic  1820,  by  Dr.  Hicliard  Crosier  Sbcrrooii,  a  Madra'* 
Surgeon,*  and  the  subject  was  taken  up,  at  about  the  same 
time,  by  Mr.  Shakeapcnrj  then  Superiuleudeut  of  Police  for 
the  Western  Provinces.  Subscquc-utly,  tbc  iDTestiRations  of 
Colonel  Sleeman  led  to  tho  exposure  of  the  wLole  eystcnij 
and  to  its  ulinost  entire  supjiression.  The  three  moat  recent 
trials,  for  Thuggee,  ill  Bengal,  vrere  held — one  at  Miduupore  iit 
September,  I852t — this,  howcTcr,  wns  merely  Bupplenicntary 
to  fk  tri»l  held  in  1838,  nnd  ended  in  tliG  conviction  of  an 
aged  Thug  Jemadnr  of  two  murder*  committed  many  yeara 
previoualy, — auotiicr  at  Dacca  in  May  1851,  wliere  a 
man  vaa.  found  guilty  of  participation  in  two  acta  of  thuggee 
about  twenty  years  prcvionsly,}  and  the  third  at  tbc  same 
place  in  December  of  that  year.  Tlie  crime  fur  nliich  the 
prisoners  were  ecutcnccd,  was  committed  14  years  before. 
It  vt&a  lately  stated  that,  during  tb«  year  1851^  only  two 


about  ilidrriH'ksio  HiinEiuil<lQTat«itr«is.  Tn  thHr  wii.y  iliithrr  thfy  w«t« 
cliMTfiit,  iin<t  ««iit  linglng  and  unukiDf;  tobacco,  tho  Banvim  Riving 
ttivta  ■wi.'Huit'ati.  They  being  oa  joUjr  *»  If  going  lu  m  waddingi  and  (fas 
/autl);  lad  aow  rendj-  to  bo  tin!  up,  bnii«li'd,  lliul  t]ioD|-t  bu  wuc  not 
ftiurEiv'ii  years  uf  a^.  hv  had  killed  bis  flft«fD  mou  i  nhcix-rurc  dio  old  man, 
a-j  lio  hail  born  Iho  kadcr  of  th<?i«  Inn,  waa  lirit  mad<'  an  «xniDplp  fur  tia 
tilluny,  uiid  thru  lUo  trto  Biripllajpi  vetis  adianivd,  all  aa  iliu  nut  wutc.  half 
a  tool  (tatn  tb<-'  jtruuiiil;  and  tlieii,  rutlin);  llic-it  ii-ga  otl'  llint  Ibe  bI<HHl  laigbt 
flow  IVom  tliotn,  Ihey  li'n  them  ininertiblo  upciflsclM,  haijj^uj;  till  they 
drijp[><.-d  oflhcir  o«-o  at<oid,'* 

11/  iho  ]ttij!9«ulin>iin  Law,  a  p«rson  Siniiiglliig  anatlier.  waa  not  liable 

to  auffcr  dMitb,  uccvrdini;  to  tbc  doctrine  vf  Aboo  Uuac«liib,  (tbou|^  he  wb«. 

In  iho  opinion  of  lb*  two  dUcipl««)  nnleai  ho  bo  nDtorloiu,  for  committing  tliia 

ollbnc«  ;  iu  whirh  case  [>.  c,  f  ridently  of  •yitomaiic  Thugg(«,]  if  he  have  nfit 

■hoKn  nitpis  orrepnnlanci>befinr«  h»  is  apptvhpndod,  Iip  vbould  bi>  punialied 

nilb  ilwkth  at  an  nxamfiln. — Snii,  p.  969.  So,  aUo,  a  (itraTiglor  eantctiing  liin 

orim*,  urdalflulvd  nitb  thu  utiial  itu)ilcinvuts  of  atmjiKUuf^anil  stolvn  jiroper- 

17,  may  bo  soukncod  hy  llic  Itnniu  In  bir  U.'bi-adcd  and  rriii'ifird,  |i.  329. 

"  Asialio  R*-««rch*t,  toI,  xiii,  p.  aso. 

f  Niaunut  Adawlut  Bcpurti,  vul,  ti„  purC  i  i>r  1832,  p.  i$l. 

t  Nitaniut  Adawlut  llHporta,  t«L  ir.,  ^  621. 
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CAScs  of  Thiipgce  occurred  in  the  Pnnjnub.*  The  lost  con- 
viction for  Tliiiggco  in  the  North-Wcet  Provinces,  to  vhic^ 
1  fiotl  reference,  was  on  the  IJtli  June  1852,  for  a  crime 
committed  several  veHra  ngo.  It  has  already  hccn  nbowti, 
liowcver,  tliat  the  practice  of  TOwy^ec  iy  Poivonis  still  very 
gencrnlly  provnlent  nearly  in  all  India. 

It  appears,  from  the  nccounts  given  by  the  above  nutbo- 
ritics,  that,  in  Madraa,  two  Plmnsigarfl  [or  Stranglcra)  were 
considered  to  he  indispensiible  to  effect  the  murder  of  every 
victim,  nud  commonly  three  were  engaged.  The  most  fre- 
quent mode  of  perpetrating  the  act  was  by  one  of  them 
suddenly  putting  the  cloth  round  the  neck  of  the  victtnn 
and  holding  it,  while  the  other  end  waa  sciied  by  his  accom- 
plice ;  the  ligature,  eroKaed  behind  the  ncek,  was  drawn  tight, 
tlie  two  PliaQMigara  pressing  the  bead  forwards,  while  the 
third  villain,  crouching  in  rcadineHs  behind  the  traveller, 
seized  his  le^a  and  threw  bira  forward  upon  the  gnmnd.  In 
this  situation,  he  could  make  Uttle  resistance,  and  the  man 
holding  hia  legs  kicked  him  until  life  was  extinct.  They  ge- 
nerally buried  the  body,  with  its  face  downwards,  in  n  sandy 
place  or  dry  watcr-course,  where  tic  soil  is  dug  with  fiicility 
[at  present,  as  we  have  already  seen,  by  no  means  a  rare  mode 
of  concealing  the  bodies  of  murdered  persons  in  Bengal]. 
They  oftea  made  deep  gashes  in  the  bodies,  from  the  shoul- 
ders to  the  hauda  and  to  the  feet,  laying  open  the  alMlomcn 
and  dividing  the  tendou  of  the  heel ;  wounds  were  also  made 
between  the  ribs  into  thechcRt;  and  sometimes,  if  the  hole 
was  sViort,  the  knee*  were  diajointed  and  the  legs  turned 
back  upon  the  body.  Tbcse  precautious  were  taken  to  expe- 
dite the  dissolution  of  tlie  body,  as  well  as  to  [irevcnt  its  infla- 
tion which,  tiy  raising  or  causing  fissures  in  the  supcria- 
cumbeut  sand,  might  attract  jackals,  and  lead  to  tke  ex- 
posure of  the  corpse.    When  the  body  could  not  be  readily 
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iiilcrrcil,  it  uiu  tied  ia  a  snck  and  hidden,  or  vas  Oirowii 
into  a  tank  or  wolt.  Forbes  etntcs  that,  during  1S08  nnd 
1809,  uo  leaa  than  67  bodies  veie  taken  out  of  wells  iu  tlie 
fttugle  district  of  Etawah. 

On  account  of  the  peculiar  appearances  presented  by 
Baaoy  bodies  iu  Iudi&  during  the  advance  of  decomposition, 
there  ia  frequently  some  danger  of  the  medical  ofliccr'a 
as^umiug  that  the  aspect  of  the  corpse  allords  presumption 
of  death  by  Strftngalatiou,"*  and  there  certainly  do  appear  to 
be  one  or  two  cases  in  tbo  records  in  which  it  might  be 
qacationablc  irlictber  nn  error  uf  this  kind  had  not  been 
committed.  'Where  the  corpse  ia  found  in  an  attitude 
which  seeuu  to  denote  that  death  has  come  upon  it  by  sur- 
prise,— with  its  arms  Ihruwu  out  and  its  fingers  ftpread,  its 
lower  limbs  widely  separated  and  partially  drawn  up,  its 
head  lying  back,  its  neck  projecting  and  turgid  with  dark 
tltiid  blood,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  of  a  dirty 
red  colour,  the  tongue  protruded,  bloody  froth  escaping  from 
the  mouth  and  uoac,  and  bloody  fluid  from  the  eyes  aud  ears, 
the  eyes  starLiug  from  the  hcnd,  the  scalp  pufFy  and  appear- 
ing, when  cut  into,  almost  like  a  bloody  sponge, — it  is  not 
singular  that  the  idea  of  StrangilUtiou  should  firat  present 
itself  in  the  Surgeon's  mind.  Standiug  alone,  bowc%'CT,  these 
signs  go  for  nothing,  when  putrefaction  has  much  advanced. 
Tbcy  arc  merely  the  ordinary  appcar&ucca  In  a  rapidly  de- 
composed fulUblooded  body,  thohead  and  shoulders  of  which 
have  not  been  kept  ruised. 


*  Eifwdslly  if  be  bear  tn  meiuDr/  ShoIujMu'f  <l«i<:riplion  of  a  ttrnngled 
penoiL 

■  Hl<  Ike*  l<  U»li,  and  full  at  bland  | 

ln>  rjr-billt  further  bui  tbti>  «h*i]  ba  UtvJ, 
aiulHC  full  gliulljr,  UkE  ■  ilruKlciI  maa  ■ 
Bb  hilr  uprcarad.  hi*  ihmitIIi  UnUli'il  «ilh  itrunKnt , 
•  Hit  tauida  nhtDuI  ilUp!aj'<r,  ■■  an»  Ihil  iritii'il 

.\i4il  tuif* J  foi  lift,  imI  rm  bf  mvn^ri  tuMued. 

K»ii  HiMi  rl-,  fair  IU  Act  i. 
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Tlicsc  appearances  may  be  advftntageously  eoiopnrcd  with 
tliosc  observed  by  Dr.  James  Anderson  in  the  body  of  a 
strong,  healthy  young  mtTi,  who  was  believed  to  hare  been 
Btnmgled  by  two  other  musciilnr  able-bodied  men.  Tlie 
body  was  tloiiblcd  np,  the  kncea  druwn  np  to  the  chest,  there 
verc  numerous  excoriations  on  the  neck  and  chin.  And  deep 
hroatJ  marks  round  the  nuck.  Ecchyniosis  was  obacrred  iu 
Bcveral  pUicca  under  the  skin  covering  the  fore  part  of  the 
chest.  The  vessela  of  the  head  were  turgid  willi  Wood;  a 
bloody  froth  was  in  the  mouth  and  nostrils,  tlie  tongnc  was 
protruded,  the  lungs  and  right  side  of  the  heart  filled  with 
fluid  black  hlood,  and  much  ccchymobis  was  found  in  the 
cellular  tissue  in  front  of  the  ueck.  There  was  no  mark 
of  a  rope  round  the  neck,  and  no  vatcr  in  the  tmckea  or 
stomach.     Death  was  ascribed  to  Strangulation. 

In  1825,  Dr.  Fuller,  of  Nuddea,  reported  bis  examination 
of  the  body  of  a  Mussulmaun  woman.  The  eyes  were  somc- 
nhiit  protruded  and  rery  blood-shot;  the  lipa  Bwollen  and 
darker  than  natural;  the  tongue  slightly  protruding  between 
the  teeth,  and  froth  issuing  from  the  nostrils.  There  n-aa  a 
mark  behind  the  right  car,  probably  from  the  pre«8ure  of  a 
person's  knuckles.  There  were  also  three  marlis,  apparently 
caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  ends  of  the  fingers  or  knuckles 
on  the  right  side  of  the  neck;  a  similar  mark  on  the  right 
check,  and  tvo  others  on  the  left  check,  on  a  Hue  with  the 
lower  jaw.  Below  these  agaiu,  there  were  two  similar  marks, 
one  Tcry  distinct,  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck.  There  were 
several  marks  of  scratches  in  front  of  the  right  shoulder, 
above  the  right  breast;  tlic  pectoral  muscle  under  this  part 
was  discolored,  and  blood  was  extravusatcd.  This,  he  con- 
Bidcrcii,  might  have  bccu  caused  by  a  blow ;  or  the  pressure 
of  a  person  kneeling  on  the  part.  Tlie  whole  of  the  integu- 
ments of  the  head,  face,  neck  and  chest  were  darker  titan' i 
natural,  and  discolored  underneath,  paiticiUarly  the  scalp. 
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The  brain  vas  «utfiued  by  dnrk  blood,  the  lungs  gor|;ed 
»iiil  (liirk,  tlie  bowcU  of  a  duoky  red  color.  Ucncc  Dr. 
Fuller  inferred  that  tlio  ivomau  had  met  her  death  from 
&tr»iigulatlon. 

It  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of  primjiry  importance  thut  the 
surgeon  should  be  able  to  di&tiitguUh  bctivecu  Slrangulutiun 
— (which  ia  not  often  self-inflicted,  and  which  very  rnrcJy 
occurs  accidentally, — and  theu  uearly  always  under  circum- 
BtaJicea  which  explniii  themselves) — aad  suicidal  hanging. 
Our  Rv»t  Btcp  in  obtaining  this  iiiformatioa  ia  to  become 
acqiiiLinted  with  the  modes  iu  which  Strangulation  is  uuuiilly 
efTected.  The  commoucat  modes  of  straugUug  uow  adopted  in 
ludia  appear  to  be  as  follow: — 

Vamprcssiitif  the  Throat  tcith  (he  Hands  or  wiih  the  a*»ittance 
of  the  Knee  vr  Foitl. — Strangling  with  the  HrucIb  appears  to 
be  one  of  the  most  prevailing  modes  of  killingcbiidrcn,  with 
a  view  to  stealing  their  oraameuts,  practised  in  Bengal.  In 
A  good  ictauy  iii»tauc(.'3,  na  we  linve  seen,  the  tliruiit  is  cut, 
or  the  ekull  is  fractnredj  or  tie  victim  is  thrown  into  * 
well, — but  the  last  oppcara  to  be  practised  more  frequently 
towards  Hindustan,  where  rcservuira  of  this  kind  arc  mure 
common  thnu  in  the  south. 

Iu  very  young  itifunts,  pressure  with  the  bauds  is,  of 
course,  suQieient  to  effect  the  deadly  purpose.  The  follow iug 
illustrative  cnso  is  selected  from  many  : 

In  1853,  a  woranii  confessed  to  having  squeezed  the  throat 
of  an  iiifiiut  four  months  old,  nhicli  had  been  left  iu  lier 
charge  by  its  mother;  tho  child  vas  found  in  the  prisoner's 
arms  injured  about  the  neck,  nhirli  was  rwoIIch  and  scratched, 
and  had  appnrently  been  squeezed.  The  prisoner  acknow- 
lodged  that  she  was  to  blame,  und  that  it  was  bcr  fate  to  des- 
troy the  child, — which  died  iu  four  hours.  The  Civil  Surgeon 
declared  that  death  was  caused  by  pressure  of  sonic  kind 
applied  to  the  throat.     It  was  decided  by  the  Court  that  the 
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prisoner  lind  prolinbly  intended  merely  to  do  anch  ]iart  to  the 
child  us  would  scriuuatv  alarm  the  motlicr.*  In  older  child- 
ren, iiowcTcr,  a  greater  nmount  of  power  is  {:;eiierally  employ- 
ed :  thus,  in  1833,  a  woman  confessed,  at  Cuttack,  thnt  two 
other  women  having  stripped  a.  child  acreo  j'can  old  of 
her  ornnnientt,  and  ttiistcd  her  cloth  round  her  mouUi  nnd 
tied  her  hnnda  behind  her,  she  upon  compnUion,  laid  hold  of 
the  left  bnnd  of  the  deceased,  while  she  held  her  own  infant 
in  her  left,  and  one  of  ber  companions  sat  on  the  dcccMed*B 
chest,  while  the  other  squeezed  her  throat  with  both  her 
Hands,  nnd  she  groaned  and  dicd.t 

In  1805,  one  Sona  GhnKee  confessed  that  he  had  killed 
htfl  niiHtrcsa  hy  icizing  her  by  the  throat,  and  holding  her 
tight  ftir  nearly  an  hour.t 

Two  men  of  Hnrdii,  confessed  that  they  jointly  throttled 
to  dentil  with  tlieir  Hands  a  person  who  had  iutrigaed  with 
the  wife  of  one  of  them.§ 

The  fulluning  Cii£e  appears  to  show  thnt  n  single  intfivi- 
dual  jany  bo  cnpftble  of  inflicting  the  ntmoat  degree  of 
violence  upon  the  tliroat  of  an  ndnit,  occnsiouiug  instantane- 
ous death.  In  l8oS,  a  man  of  32  was  convicted  of  attack- 
ing an  old  woman,  seizing  her  by  tlic  hair,  dragging  her 
into  a  house,  throwing  her  dawn,  nnd  stamping  upon  hvr 
throat,  and  Tjoleutly  wrenching  and  breaking  her  iieck-H 


*  ^ilta^lut  Adnwlnt  SvpoHs,  vol.  SI,  ixirt  I  of  185S,p.  iii.  Sv»  abo 
utiuihiT  caie  in  whii^h  ■  chilil  uf  Ave  mtitiUis  wa&  thrcliled  L>y  ila  iiio(b«'. 
K.  A.  JL,  U.  W.  P.,  M"J-  Cth  19S3.  p.  CIO. 

■j  JM.  vol.  iii..  pari  I  Iflja,  p.  337. 

}  nfa(m»(;1it0n'i  R»prtr^^  vol.  i.,  p.  fiO. — Sec  aUo  /hi<l,  IS9,  anil  vol.  ii., 
p.  355.  Sw  mlio  Niumiut  Adawiut  ]ii*pi)rt«,  K.  W.  P.,  April  9tli  1843, 
p,  619,  tnd  NiiuDuL  AJnwlul  Rtti>orU.  Qcluber  lUh  Ifi^-t,  p.  4-il. 

§  Niuunut  Ailawlul  Ut-pnrU,  N,  W.  P.,  Eht^nibM-  Bth  1833,  p.  14S?.  Se« 
»l»o  tbisc  Ittporld  f-jr  July  ICili  IB.M,  p.  eS6— (Three  pcrjona  fuuna  s*ihr 
<jt  ihrmil'itiff  a  min.) 

H  Smiaut  Adftirluc  RtpoiU,  rtil  il.,  pan  2of  1812,  p.  933. 
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In  1852,  a  man  of  Furruckabftd,  18  years  of  nge,  coufcescd 
that,  having  discoTcrcil  that  hia  wife  was  unfaithfal,  he  had 
mtirdered  her  hy  Htrikiiig  her  ou  the  fncc  and  neck  with  a 
koorpa.  The  Civil  Sur(;i?on  found  several  incised  rounds  on 
the  face,  The  windpipe  and  soft  parts  about  the  throat  were 
also  ruptured,  and  tho  Spine  fractured  a  little  below  the 
head.* 

1  have  met  with  ouly  one  aaapicioua  case  of  fractured 
ccrrical  vertehric  in  this  country.  The  injury  was  terrihly 
severe,  hut  the  body  was  too  much  decomposed  to  admit 
of  an  opLDioQ  regarding  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
inflicted. 

One  Palla,  of  Bareilly,  confessed,  at  the  thnnnah,  thnt  lie 
murdered  a  child  of  aix  hy  conipresstu);  his  neck  with  his 
Feet.  On  trial,  he  declared  that  tlic  boy  was  lying  close  to  a 
wall,  when  he  (prisoner]  lenpt  down  from  the  wall,  and  his 
foot  fell  on  the  neek  of  the  child  who  died.f  A  boy  of  14 
WHS  cunvictc^d,  at  Cntt&ck,  as  an  nccompHce  ia  the  wilful 
murder  of  a  child  of  eleven.  He  said  that  he  saw  a  person, 
whom  ho  named,  squeezing  deceased's  throat  with  both  his 
Big  Toes.t  A  woman  of  Jounpore  confessed  that  she  had 
kitlctl  a  child  eighteen  months  old,  hy  placing  her  Foot  on 
its  throat.^ 

Dr.  Duncan  Stewart  mentioned  to  me  the  particulars  of  a 
case  which  he  was  cngnged  in  inrcsti^ting  several  years  since. 
An  aged  woman  was  found  dead  on  her  bed;  suspicion  arose; 
there  was  scarcely  any  external  trace  of  Injury,  hut  it  was 
found  that  one  of  the  wings  of  the  ossified  thyroid  cartilage 
had  been  broken  and  forced  inwards,  caiuing  suCocation. 


•  NitBinat  Aduwlut  RL-porCs,  N.  W.  P..  DM-unlwr  IIU  1832,  p.  MM. 

t  IhiJ,  MuTch  3r<l  I&S5,  p.  2»8. 

t  Xiiamnt  A<Uwlut  n«Tit>rl(,  OcinljrT  lath  11*3.1.  y.  fiCO. 

$  Siuinjut  Ailuiflul  Itcpurb.  JX.  W.  P.,  ilurch  llSUi  IS^S,  p.  i39. 
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It  vould  not  appear^  from'  the  records,  ttint  those  very 
severe  injuries  to  the  neck,  such  ns  Incenition  of  the  muscles 
of  the  thr&at,  rupture  of  the  tracheal  rings,  &c.  Sec,  occa- 
itiaiuilty  observed  ia  £uro|ieau  ciisck  of  Straugling,  nrc  fre- 
quent in  KiiiiU»r  iusUiuces  ia  India.  I  linTo  more  than  once 
found  traces  of  very  severe  coutuaion  of  the  muscles  of  the 
throat ;  nnd  the  iippearaueo  of  coaguta  iu  the  tr&chen,  ia 
Pr.  Leekie's  case,  wiil  hnve  been  renmrkcd.  StUl,  irbetber 
owing  to  the  employment  of  several  accessories  in  these 
caees,  or  to  the  uae  of  long  Boft  cloths,  which  form  &  part  of 
nearly  every  native's  dresa — or  to  a  theorcticiU  acquaintnncc 
nith  the  practices  of  the  Phnu»igars  which  must  exist  amoug 
all  classes  iu  ludia — it  is  certain  that  the  rule  which  matn- 
taius  that — "In  Strangling,  a  much  grentcr  degree  of  Tio- 
IcQCe  is  conmonly  employed  tliun  vi  ueccssnry  to  cause 
Aaphyxin,"* — irill  be  fuund  to  hivve  very  uuiaeroua  e2cep> 
tioDs  iu  this  couutry. 

Compression  of  I  lie  Throat  wilh  Stkh  or  other  Solid  Bodies. 
^AUu^ion  has  nlreudy  been  made  to  this  practice^  uhich 
nppcnrs  to  be  somewhat  frequent  iu  Bengal,  lit  1838,  a 
Uooghly  man,  uftcr  having  endeavoured  to  break  off  a 
Ci'imiuul  connexion  bctnecn  a  person  nnd  his  vrifc,  discovered 
them  together  in  an  equivocal  posture.  Ou  i>hich  he  threw 
the  lover  ou  the  ground,  nn  his  bnelc,  nnd  then,  placing  a 
Stick  across  his  throat,  strangled  him  to  death.  Three  days 
aftcrn-nrds,  he  killed  Lis  wife,  by  placing  bis  Foot  od  her 
throat,  aud  thrctv  her  body  before  the  pohcc,  who  had  come 
to  arrest  him  for  the  murder  of  her  lo%'cr.t  In  l&41j  Mr. 
Dicksuu,  of  Gyab,  gave  evidence  in  a  case  where  it  was  stated 
that  murder  hud  been  committed  by  pressing  the  mau's  ueok 
betn-ecu    two  Lattccs,     Mr.  Dickson  thought  that  a  mark. 


•  Tiiylor,  pogo  fiCl. 
t  ruike  Itupurl,  L.  1'.,  1&3S,  p.  13X 
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Dmiid  on  t!ie  tliroat  of  tlic  deceased  wns  such  as  would  Imve 
been  produced  hy  the  pressure  of  a  cord,  in  strangiilulion  ; 
but,  tlie  body  being  ia  au  advanced  stnte  of  deconi  posit  ion, 
he  considered  that  a  mnrk  caused  by  Laltecs  would  uot  ba 
idifFcrent  from  tliat  observed. 

At  the  trial  of  certain  ryoti  for  tbc  murder  of  n  gomnshtn 
nt  ^lidnapnrc;,  in  18j3,  two  of  tbc  prisoners  confessed  tlmt 
thvy  and  otiieni  sitddeuly  seized  the  deceased,  threw  him  on 
the  groundj  bent  him,  and  squeezed  Ms  neck  between,  two 
Piece*  of  Stick,  which  caused  bis  mmediate  death.  One  of 
these  Sticks  trns  n  spilt  bamboo,  three  feet  long  and  weigh- 
ing about  three  pounds,  the  other  was  a  close- gralued-stickj 
three  feet  long,  weighing  about  two  pounds.* 

lu  1841 ,  Dr.  Duncan,  of  Cliittagong.  gave  evidence  in  a  case 
where  it  ftppea.red  probable  that  death  had  resulted  from  com* 
presHion  of  the  ihroat  with  a  broad  flat  Stick,  but  the  details 
arc  uot  sufficiently  full  to  lead  to  any  practical  inference. 

In  181G,  the  inhubitauts  of  a  Tillage  ia  the  same  district 
diaturbiug  a  stranger  in  the  act  of  thieving,  killed  him  by 
pressing  a  Bamboo  on  bis  neck.  There  were  no  citerual 
marks  of  violcuce-t 

Two  years  later,  three  persons,  of  Chumparon,  caught  a 
mau  in  the  act  of  stealing  two  buO'idocs,  and  tied  him  to  a 
post,  with  the  alleged  intent  of  taking  him  to  the  thnuuuh; 
but  two  of  tbcm,  being  enraged  with  him  on  account  of 
previous  acts  of  theft  aud  intrigue,  toot  bim  into  a  field, 
and  there  strangled  bim  by  compressing  bis  uuck  betweea 
two  Bamboos.! 

It  appeared,  at  a  trial  at  Tirhoot  in  1858,  that,  a  widoif 
haviug  become  pregnant,  several  of  her  rcluiives  took  her 
aud   u   woman   who  lived   with  her  into   a   remote   place 

*  Niainnt  Arlawlat  RvporU,  vol.  iii.,  pu-t  1  of  18S3,  p.  li, 
i  I'olioc  Etiicitl,  L.  P.  13«.  i-L  3, 

X  ibiJ  i84»,  p.  e. 
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wliither  two  witnesses  declared  tUat  tlicy  were  attracted  br 
hearing  screams  aud  suvr  botli  the  dece&aed  on  the  groiiud, 
each  held  down  by  three  meu,  who  strangled  them  by  press- 
ing Lattces  acroM  their  throats.* 

A  aimilar  crime  was  committed  at  Shahjehanpore  (N.  W. 
P.)  at  about  the  same  time.  The  relations  of  a  young 
womaii,  suapecttag  her  of  frailty,  took  her  at  midnight  to 
the  hanks  of  a  nuddcc,  where  a  mnu  who  had  been  guardiag 
his  field  declared  that  lie  saw  her  lying  ou  the  ground,  and 
each  of  two  persons  named  pressing  on  difl'ercnt  ends  of  n 
Stick  placed  across  her  throst-t 

One  of  the  murderers  of  a  child  of  fi'rc,  at  Bnreiilr, 
confessed  that  he  had  pulled  at  the  Haske  (aiUcr  riug)  round 
the  child's  neck.  Ehewhere  he  stated  that  he  had  filled 
his  victim's  month  nith  c-Lrth  and  made  compresition  on  the 
tliroat  with  his  tingers.J 

A  girl  of  thirteen  wns  found  strangled  in  ft  6cld.  The 
Ciril  SargeoQ  deposed  that  he  found  a  mark  extending 
round  the  neck,  as  if  it  hud  been  tightly  bound  with  a  conh 
The  front  part  of  the  neck  was  much  bruised,  aud  tho 
windpipe  aud  parts  within  the  throat  were  ruptured.  Ooe 
^lohun  appears  to  have  committed  the  murder  for  the  sake 
of  a  silver  Haxlee  which  the  girl  wore  on  her  neck.  The 
injuries  described  certainly  appeur  to  have  been  such  na 
might  have  been  produced  by  compressing  the  girl's  throat 
with  the  narrow  edge  of  her  Neck  lling.J 

In  1823,  two  persons  were  convicted  at  Behar,  of  strangling 
n  youth  of  14,  fur  the  sake  of  his  oruHments,  aud  of  theu 
dismembering  and  concealinj;  the  body.  It  appeired  that 
one  of  the  prisoners,  a  powerful  man,  was  seen  prcstiog  the 

*  Nltaraut  AiUwlnt  RcporU,  STih  AiietiMt  ISSS,  p.  310. 
t  NU»iuut  Atluwlut  Rt-iMTls,  N.  W.  P..  I7ll<  Jiuuftry  1943,  ^  Ca. 
J  Jhid.3ii  Miiivb  IS33.p.3]l. 
$  IM,  IStU  Jauunra  ISM,  p.  42. 
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dMwued  upi>n  the  grounil  with,  the  step  of  a  ladder  on  his 
tbroat,  while  the  other  prisoner  hehl  him  by  the  feet.* 

('amprenHinrj  or  Tying  the  Thraul  with  a  Curd,  ('loth  or  Stalk. 
— Id  1  &49  Mr.  F.  Ilcaileraon,  then  of  MoomUodnbMl,  cxumin- 
ed  the  body  of  a  Mussuluiau  which  was  tied,  head  and  kuees 
togctlicr.  There  was  also  a  thinner  cord  passed  tightly 
roiirtd  the  throat,  leaving  its  mark  impressed  on  the  skin. 
The  face  was  livid  and  swollen;  a  little  blood  had  oozed  from 
the  nogtriU.  The  general  appearance  wns  that  of  a  person 
who  had  died  from  Strangal&tion  or  Choking.  There  were 
no  e\tcrnal  wounds,  or  marks  of  beating. 

Again,  in  IS-HS,  Dr.  (Ircig  csaraiucd,  alao  at  Moorshcdabad, 
the  bodies  of  a  woman  and  girl,  in  both  of  which  there  wassu 
mark  round  the  neck  of  a  thin  rope  tied  tightly  in  such  a 
mauucr  as  to  caufic  death  by  Strangulation.  The  rope  sliJl 
remained  on  the  neck  of  the  girl.  There  appear  to  have 
been  no  other  oatward  traces  of  violence.'!'  Fire  convicts  of 
Midnaporc  Jail  went  out  to  work  in  charge  of  a  Burkuudauz. 
Tliey  attacked  their  gnard  in  a  lonely  spot,  tied  bis  feet 
together,  and  bia  Itandii  behind  his  back,  and  then  strangled 
him  by  knotting  round  his  throat  old  pieces  of  cloth  and 
*  neiPtir,' vhich  they  had  nscd  to  support  their  irons.  He 
was  a  powerful  mna  aad  appeared  to  tiave  reuatcd  rtolenLly. 


*  nUamut  Adawlut  Beporu,  vol.  ill,,  jmrt  1  of  l&iS,  p.  34. 
t  StTntigiilftUon  with  &  <?or<i.  Uoeiugbun'i  Reports,  rol.  i.,  p.  Tf  St» 
ftlio  ■  i-BH  In  which  A  IliudH  ponfcwrd  tu  having  StrangloJ  a  child  wllh  • 
cL»ih  for  ihn  rak«  «f  his  orniim«nt* — Ibid,  rul.  i.,  p.  41.  A  tnftti  of  Skahji»> 
hniipure  wiu  Koudrni-'ctlcliiJituUj-  fur  inunliirinji;  a  boy  rpt«Ii  j'para  oldbv  tyiaa 
n  Imndkorfhi^f  lightlj  round  hi<  neck,  llo  llx-n  lhr«w  t1i«  Imdy  ioui  a  wull.* 
A  iQRii  of  lUJihahye  hiring  bwomo  j«*lutii,  apiiatiTiilv  withoai  Jiut  cuiine 
«f  his  wife,  ft  cirl  of  thirteen,  knoc^kMl  h*r  d'lnn  hikI  gtmnj^Itd  her  wiilt  a 
cord.t    A  Ud  of  thirteen  wu  murdfviad  al  furruL-ksbai  Tivr  Uie  (ako  of  his 


•  KUaliiul  AiliBtuI  Hrjinru,  N.WT.  P.,  Mm  3rd  lUJ,  p.  <U1. 
t  .MMDiiUAilanluUtcLam,  IptUOU  IUI,i>.  «B. 
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It  was  considered  that  the  prisoners,  nho  were  mucli  ncaker 
meu,  attacked  bim  when  he  had  fallen  asleep.* 

In  July  1854  one  Bbuwancti  was  capiUUy  aeoteoced  at  For- 
ruckaiind  for  ha>-ing,  as  ho  liimsclf  confosscd,  etrntiglcd  his. 
sistcT-iu-law,  ngcd  55  ycara,  nilli  a  flexible  twig  tow  from 
a  dhak  tree.  The  twisted  stick  was  found  ou  the  neck  of  the 
corpse.    He  was  supposed  to  bare  been  aided  by  nccomplicen.i' 

Tbe  stalks  of  the  Urhur  dlial  (vhat  is  called  "pea  mast*' 
iu  HugUnil)  appear  frcqiicotly  to  nflbrd  a  rc&dy  iaatrumcut 
for  Strangulation  in  the  North-West. 

Ill  I8ji,  aboyof  seven  was  murdered  at  Shajchanpore, 
for  the  sake  of  his  oruaments.  'flic  body  was  found  ia  a 
field  of  Urkur,  with  a  stalk  bound  tightly  round  Ibe  ncck.{ 

A  boy  of  Jounporc  wua  murdered  in  u  precisely  simUar 
manner  about  two  months  subsequently.^ 

There  is  a  diatiuct  and  very  important  class  of  cases  ia 
which  the  victim  is  Strangled  after  having  been  retiderrd 
ingensiliie  by  Blows  on  the  Ifead  or  hy  other  means. 

In  18H  Dr.  Lcckic,  then  of  Bbaugulpore,  examined  the 
body  of  one  Pvorun.  There  existed  eitrarasatioa  of  blood 
over  the  left  side  of  the  scalp.  The  left  temple  was  consi- 
derably bniiBcd  externally,  tbe  inner  surface  of  the  scnlp 
was  generally  of  a  red  colour,  and  the  blood-vessels  were 
turgid.     Marks  of  compression  were  observed  ou    tbe  front 


ensmtilt*.  Hht  bod/  nn«  found  In  n  doi^p  well  with  a  tijlit  oord  vonnd 
twlMronnd  Ui«  ntrk.*  A  uan  uf  Can^uporc  umiroicil  UiAt  bo  and  Tone 
nthvra  «traQj;Ic>l  »  pvrson  bj  Cfing  a  haniUcrchivf  ruuDtl  hla  a«<lu  Ttuibodj 
nui  fvuntl  in  a  wi>ll  with  &  roomal  tiud  round  tbo  neck.f 

*   Ni«mitt  Adanrtiit  Ucports.  Novr.  S4lh  18SI,  p.  GM. 
t  Kitamul  Adawlut  Report*.  II.  W.  P.,  f«r  July  1844,  p.  lOS. 
t  /bifl,  Monh  'ilM  18jJ.  p.  301, 
I  7W.  iLky  6tb,  p.  I'S. 


*  .>lumul  JLdMlut  lUpatU,  N.  W.  P.f  UkMh  SOUi  IIIS3,  t.  IM, 

t  tm,  Ho^i.  Utta  1»M,  f.  Wl. 
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of  the  neck,  attcmdcd  irith  slight  cxtrarasatioa  of  blood  oa 
the  left  aide.  The  trachea  iateraally  tras  also  injected, 
and  contained  a  fen'  loose  clots  of  blood.  Several  hniiscs 
oxisted  upon  both  urms,  and  were  fiirther  luarked  bj  eifiised 
blood  being  found  in  the  cellular  tissue.  Dr.  Leckie  was 
diaposed  to  attribute  dcnth  to  the  effects  of  Strangula- 
tion &ud  the  injuries  above  detailed. 

The  fulloniug  case,  hy  Mr.  Alexander  Grant,  then  of 
Bhniigiilpore,  afforda  ft  very  dcmonstratiTe  illustration.  In 
1845  Mr.  Grant  exiimiued  the  body  of  a  femnle,  appareutl/ 
18  or  19  years  of  a.ge,  who  was  reported  to  have  met  with  a 
violent  denth  on  the  previous  evcninj^.  The  body  vraa 
fresh,  and  lay  in  the  cot  in  which  it  had  been  brought. 
The  featiirea  were  composed,  the  eyes  hnlf  opeu,  the  lips 
livid,  the  jaws  firmly  closed,  and  the  mouth  contained  a 
bloody  saliva.  The  only  mark  of  external  violence  vas  a 
dark  horizontal  hue  around  the  middle  of  the  uock,  as  if  a 
cord  or  bovr-string  had  been  tightly  applied  there.  The 
lungs  were  crepitant,  and  of  a  reddish  brown  colour.  Wbctt 
cut  into,  they  were  found  died  nith  hluod  and  froth.  The 
heart  nas  hcnlthy  nnd  its  cavities  filled  with  dark  fluid  blood. 
On  making  pressure  on  the  lungs,  a  frothy  mucus  issued 
from  the  nostrils.  The  abdominal  viscera  were  much  eon- 
gcstedj  bat  their  structures  were  healthy.  The  stomach 
eontninod  n  plentiful  meal  of  uudigestcd  rice,  which  gave  out 
uu  particular  smell,  as  of  opium  cr  of  alcohol  j  the  tnucoiu 
coat  was  injected  equally  viththnt  of  the  Lutestiual  caaal 
and  the  womb.  In  the  vagina  was  a  copious  purulent 
discharge.  The  bladder  was  empty.  Upon  removing  the 
scalp,  a  Uroad  cireulm-  patch  of  effused  blood  was  observed 
over  the  right  vcrtei,  nnd  a  smaller  one  over  the  left  vertex, 
while  there  was  a  similar  patch  over  the  upper  and  left  side 
of  the  forehead.  There  was  no  fracture  of  the  boues,  but 
the  contusions  must  have  becu  iuDictvd  with  some  blunt 
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instrument  bcrorc  life  was  extinct.    The  TCSseU   of   tlie 

liraiu  were  loaded  with  dnrk  blood,  but  tlicrc  was  no  great 
engorgemeut    of  this   organ,    the  substance  of  which    vaa 
healthy.     The  absence  of  any  appearances  of  nntuntl  denth, 
the  evidence  of  her  having  tnkcn  a  benrty  niCRl  a  short  time 
previous  to  derttli,  the  Hdc  Touad  tlic  Ticcl:,   the  marks  of 
iujury  oii  tlic  lieud,  the  condition  of  the  lungs  and  other 
viscera,  appeared  to  Mr.  Orant  suQicicntIv  positive  proofa  of 
death  from  violence;  nnd  ho  vas  disposed  to  reoturc  the 
opinion,  that  deceased  whs  fir«t  sUmiied  by  the  blows  on  the 
head,  and  then  stnuiglcd  by  the  application  of  a  cord  round 
the  ncek,  and  pressure  by  the  hand  on  the  mouth  and  nostrils. 
He  was  of  opinion  that,  had  not  previous  inscnaibility  been 
produced,   there   would  have   been  8omc  external  marks 
on  heir  body  to  indicate  her  atniggtes.     Any  doubt  as  to 
suicide  seemed  removed  hy  the  contusions  on  the  bead, 
which  eould  not,  by  any  probability,  have  been  self-inflict- 
ed, nhile  the  evidences  of  mtoxicatiou  or  uarcotLsm  Tcre 
jiot  present. 

The  details  uf  the  above  ease  carry  with  them,  in  the  most 
demonstrative  manner,  indicatioua  of  the  various  points  of 
inquiry  whicli  ihould  be  thoroughly  made  out  by  the  Sur- 
geon in  every  ciaminatiou  ef  thy  kind— I'w.  th«  evidences 
of  death  by  Strnugulatiou — the  presence  or  absence  of  si^s 
of  drugging  or  intoxication — the  existence  or  non-cxistenco 
of  traces  of  a  struggle  for  life — and  the  appearaoco  or 
non-appearance  of  injuries  to  the  head  sufficient  to  have 
caused  insensibility. 

A  Sfusaulmauu  of  Dacca,  having  hired  a  boat,  took  a 
prostitute  with  lier  property  on  board,  under  pretcace 
of  taking  an  excursion.  During  the  night,  he  made 
her  drunk,  strangled  her,  and  threw  the  body  over- 
board* 


*  Folicu  Iteporl,  Xi.  1'.,  1M3.  p.  M 
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For  cases  iUustrativc  of  the  crime  of  Sfranf/iinff  Pertoiu 
u-hile  under  the  lufluenet  of  Drugs  cr  Intoxicating  Litptort, — 
Sec  pages  101  and  13'J  of  tills  Manual. 

There  occurs,  iu  this  country,  Btill  another  Tory  im- 
portant nud  difficult  class  of  instances,  viz,  those  in 
which  the  individual  havi$iff  been  Straui/led,  whether  in 
a  state  of  insensibility  or  otherwise,  i»  Suspended  by 
the  Neck  either  immodiutcly  or  after  the  lapse  of  on 
interral. 

la  1853,  a  Htnilu  confessed,  at  Backcrgungr,  tlint  he  and 
three  others  had  committed  the  murder,  byStmngiilntiuii,  of 
a  man,  who  had  an  illicit  connexiou  vith  his  sietcr,  nud  of  a 
womuu  who  had  givca  her  mediciue  to  produce  ahortion, 
and  hud  published  her  disgrace.  lie  avoircd  tliat  they  hud 
thrown  the  man  duvn,  placed  a  bamboo  across  his  throat, 
and  pressed  it  down  with  their  feet  on  each  aide  uDtil  he 
died,  one  of  them  holiliiig  dowu  the  feet  antl  logs,  end 
another  holdiug  dowo  hi»  head  by  the  hair; — they  had  after- 
wards killed  the  woman  ia  the  same  wny.  That,  having 
despatched  both,  Uicy  hung  their  bodies  by  ropes  upon  a 
maugoe  tree,  (where  they  were  found  next  morning),  that 
it  might  be  thought  that  they  hanged  themselves.  AVhen 
di&coTcrcd,  the  body  of  the  man  hung  with  the  feet  raised 
above  the  ground,  the  woman's  feet  touched  the  earth  and 
were  bent  or  doubled  in  consequence.  When  the  Civil  Sur- 
geon e&amincd  the  bodies,  the  circnnutonces  of  the  case 
were  not  known.  He  appears  to  hare  reported  that  there 
lias  a  mark  all  round  the  neck  of  each  boily,  and  a  protm- 
aiou  of  the  tongue,  as  if  death  had  been  caused  br  stran- 
gulation. This  mark  ho  considered,  or  at  all  events  was 
understood  to  consider,  was  that  of  the  rope,  and  he  was  of 
opinion  that,  in  neither  ca^e,  was  this  mark  produced  before 
life  was  quite  extinct  If  so,  it  was  couchided,  the  woman 
must  have  been  too  far  gone  to  rally,  as  her  feet  rested  on, 
the  ground.    One  of  the  Sudder  Judges  remarked,  that  the 
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Medical  OfFicrr'a  opinion,  if  correct,  would  belie  tlie  confes- 
sions, and  quoted  Dr.  Taylor's  statement,*  tliat  eccbymosed 
murks  mriy  be  proiUiced  uii  the  iiock  of  a  dead  body  sns> 
.pended  soon  after  denth,  and  the  assertion  of  Merzdortf  th»t 
it  would  be  ia  tUe  liiglicst  degree  difficult,  if  iiot  impossible, 
to  dctermiue  medically,  from  nn  inspection  of  the  bodr, 
whetlier  a  man  bad  been  luingcd  while  living,  or  vhetber  he 
had  been  jiriit  suflbcated  aud  hanged  up  immediateljr  after 
death.  He  further  quoted  Beck,  on  the  same  subject  who 
holds,  (page  628),  that  the  ecchymosed  marktsa  deddcd  proof 
of  suspcneion  during  life,  but,  at  the  iamc  time,  quotea  Or&la 
na  uuequivoctUly  stating  tliat,  in  twelve  experiracata  on  the 
dead  body,  some  immediately  after  death,  some  after  G,  8, 
and  18  hours,  the  depreBsion  made  by  the  cord  and  the  skin 
under  it,  as  well  as  the  «ub-cutnneous  cellular  Ctssac,  present- 
cd  precisely  the  eame  appearances  as  tbcy  do  from  suspen- 
Biou  before  death.  From  this  he  iufeiTcd  that  the  appear- 
ance noted  all  round  the  neck  was  not  iucouMfttetit  with  the 
statements  of  the  prisoners  that  they  strangled  the  deceased 
first  and  then  suspended  them. 

It  does  not  appear  evident  that  the  Medical  OflScer'a  dcpo- 
sition  belied  the  confcRaions  of  the  prisoners,  nor  docs  any 
real  discrepancy  exist  between  the  opinion  of  Beck,  and  that 
held  by  Orfila,  Taylor,  Dcvcrgie  aud  Mcrzdorff.  In  com- 
paring boniicidal  esses  of  Strnngulutiou  ami  liangiDg  with 
the  results  of  experiment,  a  broad  distioctioD  must  be  drawn 
between  real  and  apparent  death.  A  peraou  strangled, 
stunned,  suflToeated,  or  poisoned  may  rcmtiin  phynoiogicttlt^ 
alive  for  a  coustdciuUe  time,  after  all  outward  eridcncca  of 
life  have  censed.  Indeed,  physiologically,  life  ia  not  abso* 
lutely  extinct  until  the  ce^aation  of  cadarcric  rigidity,  often 
at  a  period  of  many  hours  after  the  occurrence  of  apparent 


«  Fa£C  744.    FifUi  EJilion. 
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death*  It  is  therefore  probable  thnt,  all  otlier  circuni- 
slauccs  licitig  equal,  the  Bpp(?»rancei  o(  rital  distiirbnnce 
produced  iii  the  structures  of  the  necks  of  persons  strangled 
or  iifingcd  previous  to  death,  and  of  bodies  suspended  ni 
perio<ls  from  tive  minutes  up  to  the  cessatioD  of  rigidity 
BCTcral  hours  after  apparent  death,  would  merely  present  a 
scnca  of  vascular  changes  gradually  receding  from  the 
strongest  to  the  least  marked. 

In  1853,  a  Hindu  of  Dacca,  was  found  guilty  of  strangling 
his  wife,  and  of  suspending  her  body  to  a  mangoe  tree  at  the 
hnck  of  her  father's  houae.f 

A  man,  of  Mymcnsing,  having  intrigued  with  a  widow, 
and  not  giving  her  stifOcieDt  meaas  for  her  sopport,  she 
complained  to  the  village  Puuchayct,  who  decided  that  both, 
parlies  should  he  beaten.  The  man  was  seized  by  his 
fnthcr  and  was  struck  several  blows,  but  the  woman  managed 
to  escape.  The  paramour,  enraged  at  having  bceu  sum- 
moned  and  beaten  before  the  Punchayct,  pursued  her  with 
three  of  his  relatives.  On  coming  ap  with  her,  they 
Strangled  her  ;  and,  Ilanjpng  her  body  on  a  tree  hard  by, 
reported  that  she  had  committed  suicide.]; 

In  the  same  year,  the  father  and  brothers  of  a  girl  of 
Tipperab,  finding  her  in  company  with  a  man  with  whom 
she  was  intriguing,  seized  the  man  and,  holJing  him  down 
by  the  neck,  arms  and  legs,  Strangled  him.  They  then 
Hung  up  the  corpse,  and  reported  that  he  bad  destroyed 
himself.} 


*  Thin  tlUliDcliuu  1*  «f  «*rjr  gnL>at  imponuicc,  Dnd  ftill  latidity  is  »  Lirga 
pFoportion  of  uicdioo-tci^al  invfiitigiitiijii*  involTing  ui  nxunint-Iian  of  Uio 
body — but  ftay  uClviapt  lo  uitVi'  um  of  it  in  casot  of  Vitjmltd  Survivtiri&ip 
would  be  tvidenllj'  inatiunal  kcd  vuxaliout. 

t  MnUttut  AJawIni  Ropono,  roL  iii,  fiort  2  of  tSSS,  p,  10}. 

X  Polico  lUpoit,  I.  r.,  IMS,  f.  33. 

i  ihid,  p.  37. 
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A  man  of  Sernjgunge,  IiaTing  failed  to  pennade  n  Tomnii 
with  «liom  lie  had  a  I'tason,  to  hreal:  off  the  connexion, 
mtii'dcrcd  her.  There  n-ere  aevcral  discrepancies  in  his  own 
coufcssioDS,  nnd  in  the  stateincuts  of  the  only  e^e-wituess — 
a  boy  of  twelve — but  it  appeared  probable  that  Lc  hud  first 
compressed  the  notnnn's  throut  wIili  his  hnnda,  until  Hit 
was  nearly  extinct,  and  that  he  then  Suspended  the  bodjr 
to  a  tree.* 

In  1854-,  a  man  of  JesRore,  after  baring  brutally  injured 
liis  young  wife,  Strangled  her,  and  then  Suspeadcd  her  body 
by  the  neck  to  a  tamarlud  tree.t 

One  of  tlicac  cuscs  occurred  a  few  years  since  at  Shah- 
jehanpore  in  the  N.  W.  Provinces.  Some  persons  linviug 
been  employed  by  a  spirit  seller  to  pull  down  the  shop  of 
n  rivnl  dealer,  kiiuckcd  down  the  unfortunate  Abkar^  got  on 
him,  pressed  Lis  neck  and  Strnoglcd  him,  and  thca  Sas- 
pended  him  by  the  neck  to  a  burgol  tree  close  by.  The 
evidence  was,  however,  not  thought  suiHdcntly  reliable  to 
justify  eouviction.J 

Tiro  men  of  Bareilly,  confessed  on  apprehension,  and 
before  the  Joint  Magiatrntc,  that  they  laid  a  plan  to  murder 
apcrs&owho  appenrs  to  have  intrigued  with  the  wife  rf 
one  of  them.  They  throw  him  down,  Strangled  him  with  m 
rope,  and  then  SuBpcndcd  his  body  to  a  trce.§ 

One  Mohumdu,  of  Dchra  Doou,  having  been  too  intimate 
with  the  wife  of  a  fakeer,  but  failing  to  pcrsoade  her  to  go 
to  hia  house,  Strangled  her  hu&haud,  probably  with  the 
woman's  assistance,  and  Suspended  his  body  to  a  beam  in 
the  house.  11 


•  Niutnut  Aditnliit  R«|K>rti>,  3'>n(l  Auf;u>l  16^1,  p.  S83. 

t  /W,  Jul}-  31gl,  l$At,  p.  ISS.— Already  ritcil  ^t  ;Higr  219. 

{  NUauut  Adanlul  Itoporit,  IT.  W.  P.,  3l«l  Juno  l»&3,  p.  7s^ 

§  n,d.  eih  July  18J3,  p.  G3S. 

II  IM,  aiUi  NuTvmbcr  IS^J,  p.  IsTl. 
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nANGING. 

In  Indis,  na  clseirltpTC,  the  McdicRl  Jurist's  opinion  ia 
especially  called  forj  (1)  in  ctues  where  bodies  have  bcoa 
8ue|icDded  afler  violent  death ;  (2)  in  instances  of  miicide^ 
nnd  of  (S)  murder  hy  Hanging;  and  (4)  iu  coses  of  niiimrent 
drowning,  &e.  where  it  iti  qiiestionnblc  whether  death  has 
not  resulted  from  homicidal  Hangiiig. 

1.  Aware  of  the  great  prevalence  of  suicide  by  Hanging, 
the  criminals  of  this  country  not  unfrcqucntly  destroy  their 
victims  by  blows,  &c.  and  suspend  them,  with  a  hope  that 
their  deaths  will  he  attributed  to  self-destruction.  The 
foregoing  remarks  will  show  that  the  iletection  of  such  cases 
cannot  always  be  easily  ncconiplished.  From  time  to  time, 
however,  collateral  circumatauccs,  the  revelations  of  cj-c- 
witnesses,  or  the  confeisions  of  the  crirainals,  have  furnished 
us  with  nearly  dcnaonatratirc  instances  of  each  descriptiou 
of  crime. 

I.  Hanffittff  «nt&  a  rifw  to  conceal  Utttrder. — In  Jannary 
]ft?2,  the  body  of  one  Houein  Bukiib,  was  found  hang* 
iug  on  B  tamarind  tree,  just  outside  the  garden  wall  of  a 
person  named  Sheikh  Mohaaun,  at  Hooglily,  the  defen- 
dant in  the  trial  which  ensued.  It  was  made  out  in  evi- 
dence, with  great  clearness,  that  the  deceased,  led  either 
by  an  intcutian  to  steal,  or  by  a  desire  for  rcreoge  on 
account  of  an  illicit  connexion  which  existed  between  his 
wife  and  the  prisoner, — made  Ills  way,  late  on  the  fatal  night, 
into  an  upper  room  of  the  prisoner's  house,  armed  with  a 
hatchet.  He  struck  at  and  slightly  wounded  bis  wife  first, 
and  then  the  prisoner,  who,  however,  struggled  with  him 
and,  aided  by  three  of  his  servants,  threw  him  down,  and 
tied  his  hands  with  a  rope.  Nothing  further  was  distinctly 
known  nntil  the  body  was  found-  bnnging,  on  the  following 
morning,  by   the  darogab,  who  bad  come   to  inspect  the 

S  • 


894 


OS  HKMcu.  irmisrmmvcK 


prciauM,  npoQ  the  prnoner's  iofomimtion  that  the  flurciMil 
had  entered  hia  bonsc  vHh  an  intCDtion  to  steal,  and  had, 

nlicr  wonodiog  him,  ran  awajr.     Dr.  Rom  depoaed  that  lie 
taw  tfae  body  bangitig.      The  rope  wai  tied   to  a  lower  and 
apper  branch.     [It  appean  that  these  two  brsn^es  wen 
more  thao  three  feet  apart.]  Iloonld  not  have  been  mijastei 
by  him  in  any  other  maneor  than  by  standing  on  the  waU, 
from  whicli  he  was  too  lar.     [The  tree  stood  off  three  (eei 
from  the  wall.]     The  place  where  the  rope  vai  tied  to  the 
two  branches  was  incliomg  away  from  the    waQ,  and  awny 
•hortly  from  the  trunk  of  the  tree ;  the  distaiiGa  sad  tlM 
[intervening  position  of  the]  trunk  of  the  tree  nodendit 
impoftsihle    that    the    decenaed    could  hsTO    tied    tbe  ropes 
himst-ir.     The  only  way  that   the  hanging  could  faave  bees 
effected  was  by  others,  either  on  tlio  wall  and   tree,  or  oo 
the  tree  only.     There  was  a  qaantity  of  blood  between  the 
wall  and  the  tree.     Dr.  Aou  exnuiined  the  body,  and  «a* 
of  opinion,  that  death  was  caused  by  his  being  stonned  or 
■lupificd    by   blows    on   the   head,  giving  rise  to  profose 
hwmorrbagc,  and   by  his  being  hung  by  the  neck,  while  in 
that  state  of  insensibility  or  stupor,  until  life  was  rxtiact 
Tlic  marks  on   the  neck    allowed  that  he  was  not  Ufelen 

I  when  he  was  first  suspended,  but  he  must  hare  been  TOty 
near  it,  as  the  mark  oo  the  neck  had  not  the  perfect  chsrae- 
teristic  parch mcut -like  appcnrancc  which  invariably  exists 
when  death  has  occurrcil  from  hanging  exclusirely.  He 
lungs  and  heart  also  did  not  eslii)>iL  the  morbid  s%ns 
which  arc  the  results  of  Hanging — there  was  no  gorged 
state  of  the  vcsbcIs  of  the  lungH,  and  the  heart  was  com. 
plctcly  empty  of  blood.  There  were  variona  marks,  scratches 
nod  abrasions  on  the  snrfocc  of  the  body,  more  particu- 
larly on  the  arms;  the  outer  skin  of  tlio  right  wrist 
had  Iwen  ncrapod  off  by  some  means,  cither  by  liaTing 
been    lied  by  a    rope,   or  dragged  over    a   rough  surface. 
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Titc  two  drat  fingers  of  the  right  linnd  had  been  rcmorcii 
some  years  ago.  The  rcmaioiiig  stumps  of  the  fiugera 
wore  ptrmaiicutly  bent  towards  the  palm,  and  prevcutoil 
the  perfect  antngonisni  between  the  thumb  and  the  rcmniii- 
iug  lin^ra,  so  that  he  would  be  more  easilj  overpowered 
by  his  aisailants,  niid  the  same  mutilation  would  pr«v«ut 
him  from  adjiisitiag  the  rope  with  which  he  van  hung  with 
tlic  accuracy  observed.*  The  blanched  state  of  the  braiu, 
the  tongue  and  the  gums,  went  far  to  prove  that  ho  was  iu 
too  weak  a  state,  from  loss  of  blood,  to  have  hung  himself. 
Thu  weapon  which  was  probably  ciuploycd  was  of  a  bluntiiih 
nature  (if  at  ail  of  a  cutLiug  charactur),  as  the  wuuuda 
were  much  coutused.t 

*  A  caM  whkb  in  soiop  mmsuri^  mcf-ts  this  puticular  poini  U  ciUil 
l>y  Taylor.  A  woman  n-ft«  round  d-t^A  in  krr  li<^c)  at  iKc  ItoUl  Iticu, 
with  her  henil  bnnging  oal,  luid  wilh  a  silk  hntitllicrL'hlpf  r&rrii.'d  twice  mitnil 
Uie  n«ck,  Mud  tlirn  tivil  in  fr«nL  In  Ihin  iaaCanvo,  In  wkicb  tluire  ooulil  be 
iiu  iliMtbl  or  iiikiilul  nLmij^laUun,  llui  ducmuod  Aad  tott  faitt  Jingcrt  afhir 
r'liflit  haifl,  >v  tlial  til"  iikiiiIht  tiud  Ux'ii,  fr.iin  a  »i;ry  early  pcriuJ,  uf  but 
liillit  curvku  to  ta-r  :  ■' NtvLirtl^Owi,"  remarks  Dr.  Tajlyr,  "  She  contriml 
lu  Lie  Ihctravat  n^und  her  neck  wtib  itrent  finaiic»  ini]  dexierit^.  It  u  L'luy 
ta^aocoive  tbut.  had  ber  body  bcwn  founil  hi  &  laqdoioiu  looiitj*,  n  plau- 
sible tipioioa  of  bom'iciiU]  BLranj-ulMUun  miglib  bure  bacn  fomukl  fruin  Uio 
iniuinMl  condition  of  her  hniid.  Tliu  caau  then,"  hu  aiiiU,  "will  urtTv  tu 
teoeb  ns  n  p roper  cmuli on  in  drttwtii);  our  infi'rvBucs  tts  tn  wliot  [ivriionB, 
libonrinR  uniler  any  fnrpnroal  inlirmity.  an-  tii|Hibk-  of  d-Mng,  wli><u  (licj 
■Dftkr  attrrniriH  nn  thi--rr  own  liteo,"  p.  7M.  Swi  aUu  llic  eMe  attin  I'nnc* 
<l«  Condi'  w)ii>,  it  wivtt  Bllc^tMt,  could  not  har«  haiigvd  himielf — on  neount  uf 
a  dtfuex  Su  aw  huid  vhieh  it  wu  thought  prevented  him  I'rvni  tying  ibp 
knoi^  (p.  740,) 

t  Nizuniit  AiUwtiit  n*jKirtt.  toL  ii,  port  1  af  ISAl,  |».  19.  In  thn  fblluw- 
■ng  CMO,  tli«Ki  wrbi  c«rliiinly  mama  to  attfMit  that  Ilia  dt^-sW  itu  liuiie  by 
oLhoni,  but  llie  ilecoiupuctKl  (tate  of  the  body  reodarcd  [ha  proof  i>f  ttiis  defec- 
Uy*.  In  ISM,  Dr.  Uumj',  of  B«rbhoora,  cxuainrd  the  bwly  uf  a  DiMi  in 
•hieh  be  fuund  gnu  (welling  of  tfa*  tsmplo  ftiul  vbcvit  oxfaindingi;  to  the  «ar, 
and  TCTy  weU  nulwd  b«bind  the  Mr,  over  a  spoc*  M  l»wt  ibre«  iiiche*  kwif; 
and  tbuul  Iwu  incbei  bruod.  Thew  purts  wcni  gor;p>d  with  lik>od,  nfcirb,  w 
MOM  phtccs,  vru  coBgulaUd.    Tbc  slolo  »t  Ihs  bnua  nas  su  ulteml  ■>  tv 
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A  man  of  Syllict  struck  lua  wife  tiitli  n.  piece  of  split 
bamboo  about  the  body,  for  eating  more  thmi  licr  share  of 
pnwn,  until  she  illeJ.    lie  th&u  Hanged  bcr  body  ou  a  tree.* 

A  mnu  of  Uinngeporc,  w)id  had  been  in  the  hnbit  of  mal- 
treating his  wife,  was  stated  by  turo  witnesses  to  bare  »ho»D 
them  her  dead  body  in  his  bouse,  and  then,  iritli  their  assis- 
tance, to  hsTC  carried  it  to  the  jungle  and  suHpeuded  it  to 
&  tree.    He  vms  aci^uitted.f 

It  appeared,  in  a  trial  nt  Moor«licdnhad,  thnt  aj>ersoa  tru 
chased  by  others  into  a  house,  and  that,  immedit,t«L]r  after 
tbcir  departure,  he  was  found  suapendcd  by  the  ueck  to  ■ 
beam  with  his  toes  touchiug  the  ground.  Tbc  mcdic&l  ofiicrr 
discovered  no  marks  of  rtoleacc,  but  stated  that  dentil  resalt< 
ed  from  strangulated  hernia.  The  prisoners  were  found 
ffuilty  of  culpable  homieide.J 

Tlie  wife  of  a  man  living  in  the  Sl-Pcrgnnnahs,  liavinga 
criminal  intrigue  with  another  llintin,  she  and  her  paramour 
enticed  the  unfortunate  man  out  of  Lis  house  at  night,  lilled 
him  or  rendered  him  insensible,  (it  would  seem  hy  severe 
blows,)  and  fiuspcudcd  his  body  to  a  tree.^ 

It  appeared,  in  a  trial  at  Cuttiick,  that  a  Hindu,  chtrgiDg 
another  with  theft,  beat  Uim  to  death.     The  man's  body 


pr«clu<l4  an  opinion  aa  U>  whether  il  biul  or  hiul  not  tk«on  injured.  Th«i« 
WU  tho  mark  or  *  rup»  rouDil  the  Qock.  Thi*.  Dr.  Uumy  belhrnd,  bad 
bcvn  {iruJumii]  ftftur  <l«atk,  bccaoH  ihv  >kin  wm  ntrrvly  MTnigate^  md 
llien?  wtu  nr>  injury  tu  lliu  tiipcrtlclfll  blood-vcswlm  mft  {itTU,  ur  «iiid|)tfft 
nor  any  Iiisiili»ti  o!  lIic  iptno.  The  loftKuu  wa*  [prolrudod  ?]  bctWMS 
111*  lodih,  but  there  was  no  tvplllnft  rithtr  uhoxe  or  below  tbc  luArk  on  At 
ueck,  ni;i 111 itr  was  thcraao;  Gonge«tion  in  nnj  port  ottho  licad,  oxrepi  «■ 
t)ii.<w  •poU  6nt  Alluded  to  a*  btariog  raarka  of  rivlenrw, 
•  I'uIImi  Bopori,  U  r.,  1839,  p.  ;6. 
■f  iW,  IH-iH,  p.  SU. 

t  KiMUDUt  A<Unlat  Bvporta,  OoUibcr  201I1 18U,  p.  CSI,  alnt^jduJ  »l 
page  S21,— Ku(c. 

%  UiJ,  Hurr.  Istli  LSM.  p.  77!. 
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aftcrvards  fouml  suspended,  with  marks  of  violcacc  upon  it, 
in  aucli  a  position,  lu  to  render  it  crident  thnt  he  hnd  not 
hanged  himself.* 

I  do  not  meet  with  tlio  record  of  any  instance  in  which 
n  native  wus  proved  to  have  been  Pouoned  and  afterward* 
Hanged,  although  this  crime  hita  been  mucli  spoken  of 
fpcrhups  erroneously)  and  haa  been  suapcctcd  in  cases  like 
the  following: — In  May  185-i,  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Animghiir, 
reported  that  he  had  cxamincil  the  body  of  one  Soobliao, 
Cliumar,  and  had  found  a  mark  round  the  neck;  it  was, 
however,  only  supcrlicial,  and  hu  hclici'cd  that  the  string  wa« 
put  on  after  death.  The  Huh-eellulsr  tiasucs  on  either  lido 
of  the  neck  vera  perfectly  natural.  There  nas,  indeed,  no 
sign  of  strangulation,  but  the  stomach  and  intcsUnee, 
especially  the  inner  coat  of  the  former,  were  much  cougestcd. 
and  inflnmed,  as  if  he  had  died  of  poisoning.  The  stomach 
contained  some  dark  dnid,  vhich  was  forwarded  to  Calcutta 
for  examination,  hut  no  poison  could  be  discovered.  1  ha%'e 
more  than  once  had  opportunity  of  %'erifying  Ur.  Yeolly** 
observation,  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  in 
liable  to  be  found  much  congested  in  death  from  hanging. 
Doubtless  microscopical  examination  would  enable  us  to  dis- 
tinguish this  from  the  leJtions  produced  by  corrosive  poison- 
ing, and  from  the  effects  of  dccom position -t 

"  Kimnut  Adawlut  Itoporu,  Junu  7lh  ia04,  p.  697. 
t  A  TSty  tlogDbr  case  Dccnrml  at  Burdwui  in  ISAl.  Tlic  wife  of  a 
Police  UurUundnuii  wm  diMWwrwl  hanging  in  a  eoNr-honw^  but  BOlfcin^ 
vould  \x»  fliriinJ  fnim  anjr  perMo.  Th*  Ci*n  Siirfmn  depOMd  nrntl  pcnl- 
ItTVljr  0ifll  ihc  ilccc«ici:l  dill  Birt  At«,  fttid  r«tilJ  Bot  h«v»  A\tA,  from  hanjpag; 
but  wft«  unablo  to  auign  nnjr  oamo  of  death.  t>lie  w^u  s  /can;  anil  hMlEbj 
woiiiani  tlio  tloiOMli  m%%  acnt  to  Calcntia  fur  ukaJytU,  but  no  trac«a  of 
poiinn  cbnld  be  di*Mv<>N«l.  Thn  father  uf  thi>  ■uaian.  who  wm  in  thn  hmsv 
al  lh«  limr.  ilppoMnl  thai  »he  hiMl  ktmiced  bc-nclf.  Vliik  ibc  cxamlnaltoii  «f 
lb«  wftnMM-i  at  Ihe  Uagiatnte'i  Courl  wiu  pi>n<lii)2-  U*"  bmly  nf  ih« 
wommi'i  fallier  wm  ftHUtil  titiifpaK  in  an  out-bMUv  liclonsios  ^  hu  wwuf 
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IL  SuieiiUil  IJofiifing. — ^TliU  mode  of  iielf*ilcstracLion  i« 
vcTj'  prcralcnt  among  the  luitirce  of  Bongal.  Of  21  coses 
of  suicide  in  Calcutta  investigntpd  hy  Dr.  Woodfun),  in  bia 
capacity  of  Police  Surgeon,  during  the  ycjir  1650,  ten  were 
effected  V  Hnngiiig.*  Dr.  M'oodford  remarked  that,  iu 
suicide,  the  pasatoa  or  nither  the  mftoia  irith  natives  is  io 
fnvor  of  Hanging.t 

In  tnost  cases  of  euicidnl  Hanging,  hy  nntires,  terj  feir 
murlia  of  Tiolenco  are  diiicoverable.  Tlic  only  ajipcarauoe 
vrorthy  of  remark,  wliich  1  have  noticed  in  way  case  of  the 
kind,  was  iin  nljra&ioii  on  tlic  left  side  of  the  clieck  and  fore- 
head, evidently  caused  by  attrition  a^iust  the  pcrpeniliculnr 
portion  of  the  cord,  which  I  obgerved  iu  a  young  malleo 
(gnrdcncr)  who  hnd  liangod  liiinself,  and  which,  at  firat 
Kght,  appeared  like  the  trace  of  n  blow.  Dr.  Woodford  has 
remarked  upon  the  determined  manner  iu  which  these  people 
often  suspend  theuieclves  at  no  great  height  above  the 
ground.  T,  some  years  since,  found  one  of  the  Chittngong 
hill-meu  hnngiug  by  his  dotee,  the  ends  of  which  he  had 
fixed,  Btnniling  on  tiptoe,  to  n  bar  above  him;  and  had  then 


law  Iko  burkn&ilaua.  No  «nc  ooultl  or  would  aajr  sujrlbiiig  aboui  hamif 
cxii-pt  Lhnt  \\v  uaji  fuoiid  hanging  acid  <)uitu  AfaA.  The  Civil  Sngeoai  agiia 
drpoinl  Ifaat  di'atli  lould  DM  bavc  bfcn  cnuacd  liy  banging  or  stranKuktion. 
Notraoof  ofpuicnnwrrpfiMindin  th«  •t^vmacb,— and  Uiui  iho  matter  mnain> 
nl.  Tbc  biubaad  bad  Ul-tnntcd  lii>  wifi'.  1i  mkacunjcclund  tbuiliv  muu 
udmuiitU-rtd  aomo  i«g«tabl0  pouon  to  biit  wif*-,  and  Ibtw,  vtitb  iIm  auUt*iM^> 
ofbvr  foUicr,  anajMiulMl  hsrcorpM  ;  and,  iubMi]uoiiiI)-,  «kui  Uio  ca*<  waa 
coming  dB,  fMring  thai  tbg  E*U><-r  uit^'Ki  r>'ii«4Ll  lUu  criwv,  be  Uootcd  biw 
in  Iho  MinM  mamiBr.    PoUm  B«|>url,  L.  1'..  lA^I,  y.  ct. 

■  B^iiK>1  llDrkarn  Mcdicni and SoiwUfic  GawUc^  Juuo  lllh  IfSl.  U  ia 
iiijttui<iiliunin].faow«vcr,  whetbertlieirhuk'ftf  ihoMi'aaM  iji.-i.-urrud  lu  Nalivet. 
t  The  AbUiDubvu,  wlioso  vAporiencvof  uiLiitvi.'ufiUima'H'aB  tbivflj'  gainvd 
to  Ibo  Bliulras  Prc^uDcy.  aj*  ihat  U  U  ibi>  wDBM-auktolTj'  v-li»  r.-witl  (•>  m-Ii- 
abtighlor  iu  noiiMitb  ofdiispaif.  sbniul  almys  bnxi](bt  uu  \ij  ibi'  Iwt^h  ami 
tjrtuni^  annwr  io  which  tivy  ar«  Uvatcd.  Tboy  {xit  an  «ud  u>  Uwir  livM 
bjr  fcanglng  Utcuunlvo*.  or  pluii|[iug  iulu  ti  pvud  va  ri»cr. 


accomplished  the  act  by  bending  ]iis  knocs  and  fulling:  a 
little  to  one  side. 

II I.  Murdvr  hy  Hangiittf. — ^The  perpetration  of  this  crime 
is  often  suspected,  but  1  cannot  discover  any  instRtice  where 
it  hna  beea  clearly  brought  home  to  n  prisoner  in  India.  In 
the  foUoTiog  caae,  however,  there  cnn  scarcely  be  a  doubt 
tlint  it  nns  actually  committed.  la  18S(>  a  married  Icraalc, 
from  12  to  14  years  old,  hut  amvcd  at  the  age  of  puberty, 
was  found  in  her  house,  tied  by  a  rope  round  bcr  iicch  to 
one  of  the  beams  of  the  roof,  with  her  feet  upon  the  ground. 
One  Ahbursa  was  seen  runnin);  from  the  house  Hhortly 
before,  out  of  breath,  and  much  tlurricd.  On  the  neck  of 
the  deceased  were  observed  the  marks  of  Gugcni,  and  of  tho 
nails  also  having  been  violently  applied  ;  and  the  -witnesses 
deposed  that  from  the  appearance  of  jhe  body,  they  had  no 
doubt  ft  rape  had  been  committed.  The  prisoner  contented 
himself  by  a  simple  denial  of  the  accusation.  It  was  decid- 
ed, however,  that  the  single  circumstance  established  agaiost 
the  prisouer  was  inauflicient  to  prove  his  guilt.* 

A  woman  re«iding  iu  the  24<PcrgunnahB,  was  reported  to 
liavc  murdered  her  husband,  with  the  aid  of  three  mcu,  by 
hanging  him,  in  revenge  for  baring  beaten  her  and  bcr 
paramour  some  days  previously .f 

A  notoriously  bad  character  of  I'oomcah,  discovering  that 
bis  wife  had  intrigacd  with  his  ncphcvr  while  ho  was  in 
jail,  taxed  bcr  with  her  crime,  and  dchbvratcly  hanged  her.} 

IV,  Cmes  of  apparent  Druwninff.  iifc,  where  it  u  tjttet. 
tionabte  tehether  death  haa  not  resalied  from  liomicitiat 
Hnuyittg. — Kipcrieucc  of  criminal  case!i  in  all  countries  tends 
to  show  that  Uie  murderer  is  never  satisQcd  with  hia  work. 


•  MiictURhun*^  Ro^rta.  raL  ii.,  p.  AW, 

i  r«Uce  RefKin,  I.  P..  ISM,  p.  isi. 

]  2iH,  t»44,  p.  %*. 
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He  can  never  boldly-  leave  matters  to  tlicm selves,  in  Reliance 
of  stiRfiicton,  hut  must  do  somctliing,  antl  geocrally  tloesi  it 
vith  a  mnrked  singiitnrity  irbicli  attracts  attention,  and  at 
once  fixes  the  brand  of  criminality  upon  bis  act.  lie  will  not 
bury  tbc  body,  Icat  tbc  eartb  sbouM  burst  or  sink,  or  the 
grass  should  wither,  or  grow  greener  there  tban  on  other 
8])0ta,  01-  leut  wild  auimnls  should  burrow  into  it,  or  tear  it 
up,  or  lest  a  train  of  inseeU  should  ^itdc  tbc  aTcngcrs  of 
blood  to  it,*  or  a  torrent  should  descend  and  lay  it  bare. 
The  cover  of  the  thickest  jungle  will  not  conceal  itt  stench 
from  the  birds  aud  nuiiiuila  which  will  gather  rountl 
it.t  Every  reservoir  far  and  near,  will  be  searched  for  it, 
weights  wiil  not  keep  it  donu  iu  water;  6th  will  collect 
and  etrng^le  above  it,  the  next  dry  season  may  bring  it  to 
light ;  an  eddy  will  nwrk  where  it  Lies  sunk  on  the  bed  of 
the  deepest  stream. t  A  fatal  blow  has  been  struck, — he 
cannot  throw  o|)en  his  doors  courageously,  and  say — This 
man  came  to  rob  and  wound  me,  or  to  outrage  my 
feelings,  and  I  struck,  him  dead  in  self-defence  or  in  sudden 
rage; — but  he  must  take  the  body  forth  at  night  and  hang 
it  before  bis  door^  with  the  stamp  of  murder  u|>on  it; 
or  he  muat  try  to  burn  it  piece-mcnl  in  a  stove  or  for- 
nace,  although  he  knows,  profession  ally,  that  it  would 
take  cart-loads  of  wood  to  consume  a  human  bodv, — and 
that  with  an  odour  which  muat  tell  the  talc  to  evcty 
passer.by.  He  is  not  content  to  strangle  his  victim,  and  to 
cart  Lis  body  forth  where  it  would  be  doubtful  upon  whom 
luspicion  ought  to  rest — but  he  must  separate  it  limb  from 
limb,  and  place  each  fragment  wlicrc  it  must  certainly  be 

"  Sop  Nlinmnt  Adawlut  Reports,  -ml.   iii.,  pwrt  I  at  1853,  p.  sm,  »In«ilj 
«!t«d  tA  p.  «!,— Now. 

t  Btti  p.  63, 

t  Tl>t  idoiM  ftlludod  U>  h«rc  cxi»t  in  tbo  '■  Folk  I^wrc"  of  ranelnatiftiiji,  uid 
uuMiy  of  Ibem  are  fouDdod  on  conwt  ulMorvatiun. 


discovered,  and  tell  its  own  biatory.  lie  knovs  tbati; 
vticn  his  cow  or  his  goat  dies  in  the  fields,  the  jackals, 
and  erows  and  »-uUurcs  speedily  devour  it, — lie,  tlicrcforc,  ex- 
poses his  victim,  in  like  manner, — when  the  wild  creatures 
either  avoid  it  or  leave  its  wounds  untotiched.  He  delibe- 
rately nmrders  in  a  manner  whicli  would  make  it  appear  tlint 
death  was  tuicidul,  and  then  hasteua  to  nudo  his  work,  and 
to  leave  the  evidences  of  murder  clear  and  unniistakcaUic. 

lu  the  followiiig  case,  althoiigli  the  prisoner  was  ncqnittcd 
in  the  absence  of  certain  proof,  there  could  Kciircely  he  a 
doubt  that  murder  hy  Hanging  bad  hecu  committed,  and  that 
the  body  had  subsequently  been  exposed  with  an  intent 
to  make  it  appear  that  death  had  occurred  in  some  other 
manner. 

In  182-1  the  body  of  a  married  girl,  only  1-t  years  old, 
was  found  on  the  bank  of  n  pond,  a  short  distance  from  her 
husband's  house,  "with  the  mark  of  a  cord  having  been 
fastened  round  her  neck,  ond  wUA  other  mark)  of  violence.'* 
Ucr  huabaod,  on  being  first  apprehended,  declared  that  hi« 
wife  liad  eloped,  and  that  ho  dtd  not  know  what  had  become 
of  her.  He  afterwards  stated  ttiut  the  wonann  hnd  hung  her- 
self  in  his  lionsc,  and  that  Tic  and  his  father,  from  fear  of 
being  brought  iuto  dilEenlty,  concealed  the  circumatauco 
and  removed  the  body  to  the  place  where  it  was  found  the 
folloTTing  day.  It  was  proved  that  the  deceased  had  been  iu 
the  habit  of  leaving  her  husband's  house  and  returning  to  that 
of  her  father  and  mother.  This  circum&tnuce,  it  appeared, 
created  great  discontent  towards  her  on  the  part  of  the  bus- 
band  and  his  father.*     llie  judges  of  the    Nizamutvcrai 

*  This  ta  tt  wty  frMjumt  euM  ot  i]aUT«U  b)  tMtiva  fuDili**,  ud  liu-J 
on«n  \»A  to  moTilM.     Sm  the  cu«  in  which  ■  taxz  al»iighb)riMl  hU  wifu.  aipMl 
only  13  j'tara,  willi  nJJuio,  fur  goiii;loli<T  rnQtUnr's  houM  iu  cviiCompl  of  hit 
unlpTK,  (N.  A.  Rpportii,  tol.  iii.,  pan  I  ur  1S33,  ptg^  393);  and  an  innuni'p  iu 
whiuh  Uiu  riciim  wm  10  «r  Iii  jeon  of  ngc,  (loL  IIL,  pan  I  of  1^3,  p.  Gi>. 
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divided  ia  their  opinions  npon  tliis  case;  one  of  them  con- 
llrmcfl  the  scutcuc«  awarded  bj'  tLe  Inw  officer  of  the  Court 
of  Circuit,  but  two  otliors  tigrccd  vitli  tbc  Circuit  Judgx:  iu 
Bcquittiiig  tlio  prisoner.* 

It  is  not  unfrcquently  inquired  of  raccHctil  officem  in  tbii 
country — whether  persons,  whose  bodies  hare  beeu  discorer- 
cd  in  timhs  or  ponrt^,  have  not  been  Hanjzed  previous  to  sub- 
mersion. A  question  of  this  kind  nas  put  to  mc  by  the 
Ma^jiatrate  of  Howrab  Inst  year.  Decomposition  ia  water, 
however,  tends  greatly  to  obscure  tbo  nppcarance»  iu  such 
cases. 


JUjo  n  cue  of  bomiviilR  aruing  frpm  Uiis  miM^ — tliitl,  Oviubcr  Istb,  llUl 

p.  CSS.  TkiL-Bo  cutisj  are  uf  icry  frennenl  Ot-curremi*  in  lli*  N.  JI7.  Provinm^ 
See  Niuimiil  llrpnrU  <if  thtise  Ftmriii-cj,  Aiigiiil  2Slh  1H3J.  p.  93*  -  Orlober 
SOlh  \SIQ,  y.  ISi]9  i  Mni-cli  Slli  1H5»,  p.  35!)  [  MnrtU  ICcli,  p.  M9  i  Aogtut 
11th.  p.  f)T7  1  Anient  17 tit.  p.  lOOi  ;  tia|itinntiifr9tli,  ]>.  ll^Souil  l9Ib,p.IIHj 
Mid  DeRGtutwr  Ttb,  p.  tUS;  Jul;  1834,  p.  99,  and  mwj  otbar  IiWiiim 
Thn  Abbi>  DiibuJi  Uun  ex|ilai]K-il  iliu  osum  or  Uhtiiu  tragwUM.  II«  iJiiinitm 
thai.  tW  iiiurriiit^-  fi'iiiv.ul  bi'Iiij;  ovi-r.  lliu  younR  iiif«  b  uk«n  iMrk  to  her 
fktliiir'H  hriiiM',  nhii^h  cnnlinucn  t/>  !«  Iii-r  principal  fibrHio  iinlil  shv  hu  grtma 
up  into  n  stale  fit  to  dlschar^  all  iIil'  ilulk-«  of  malriouin}-.  I(  ii  Ihan  noCilM 
thac  th«  girl  hsB  btvaine  &  w«inan  and  it  quBlili«(l  to  Ur*  wilb  Iwr  haabaad. 
Ttaco.  aftiir  cuiupk-tioi;  the  corenioulw  to  which  Uii*  ui-cuion  fpw^  rua,  dm 
•B  eoniiurt<«l  iotHuaph  totliv  linusvorborrntlior-iii  law,  iTh«ivs|it;i»ilr(*iiiKl 
for  a  wliile  lo  accuslomlior  Lu  tbu  vmoty  of  lier  hui^baiifl  ;  unti,  afWr  ■  irionih 
or  two,  liiT  own  parntit*  rotiim  and  tnliii  hvr  honw  itilb  llirm.  Tbc  rcftdcDt* 
of  thffjoungtrainaniit  tho*.  fur  Die  firrt  and  «raii  tlio  Mvond  jwar,  dindtxl 
between  thu  Iiuum.'  of  liei  Lustiuid  uuil  lliut  uf  bcr  father.  Tkis  Is  Mcannted 
ft  inark  of  gm^A  iindiriluiitiiiig  iiikisijting  among  Ihcm.  It*  Mneord  IB  mnt 
piuVablv  BOuu  tliaaulvcil,  whcu  tbi:  yoiinj;  wifiT,  ttrnloB  bj  tier  liuiUtiMt.  and 
hATivuc<t  by  hftr  mothcr-in-lnw,  who  trtktu  h*r  %a  a  slan-,  Smb  inr  rrmcdy 
for  ill-uEUtK",  but  in  fl>ing  to  licr  ruihcrV  bouMu  8k«  trill  ka  cecftUod  hj  fki> 
prcini!i<>»  of  kiufl  trralmi-'nl..  'I'hcj  will  broah  tbur  word  ;  and  the  >U1  haia 
raconric  tu  th»  ume  rmiedy.  Bui.  at  liui,  lhit  diitdrttii  whivh  tba  hriBj:* 
Into  tbo  worlil,  and  lAlivt  cirvntnttoncc*,  will  compttl  b«T  to  do  Iter  bvat, 
li;  Tumoiiting  Id  bor  kuibniid'*  botise,  with  the  ibotr  of  being  «ont«ii(«d  villi 
hrkiL 

■  UKna;;hU-n'i  Rcp«rU.  ro).  ij.,  pag*  3911. 


IK    BBNGAL   AND    THK    S.    W.    PRnVIVCXi. 

Siffiw  of  Death  by  Hanging.- — I  liHve  cnrcfully  cinmiiiDd  the 
bodie!!  of  Heven  persons  who  were  knoim  to  hnve  been  Hnng- 
ed,  and  about  the  »iTne  nnmber  of  those  fuuud  Dunging'. 
Not  fiaviog  kept  TiutcH  of  tbcac  caeca,  I  can  ouly  apeak  from 
the  strong  aud  distiact  impression  Trbtch  they  bnre  left 
upOQ  my  mind.  Under  these  circumstaaccs,  howcrcr,  I 
caunot  attempt  to  decide  aiitlioritatiTcly  upon  tlie  subject ; 
tlie  following  remarks  are,  therefore,  merely  lutt-ndcd  to  aog- 
gest  fiirtLcr  investigation  in  a  question  of  exceeding  impor- 
tance, nearly  cvcrj  detnil  of  wliicli  still  remains  debatcable. 

It  must  be  premised  that  all  my  cxpcricncD  in  this  subject 
results  from  the  cx&minatiou  of  the  bodies  of  Natitvs  who 
li&vo  died  by  Hanging.  In  these  cases,  three  great  dranbacka 
arc  frequently  operative — (I.)  There  is  rarely,  in  the  il]>fcd, 
spare-bodied,  aud  generally  more  or  lesa  anemiatci:)  loir^class 
native,  that  plethora  aud  tcndeucy  to  active  U%n)orrlmge 
which  BO  frequently  determine  the  appearance  of  marked 
lesions  from  Uangiag  ia  the  bodies  of  Europeans.  (S.)  The 
darkneas  of  the  native's  skin  in  great  measure  conceals  those 
delicate  appearances  o(  coagcatioD>  ecchymosis  aud  abra^iion 
in  the  track  of  the  ligature  and  elsewhere,  which  often  bc< 
come  U!ieful  guides  iu  Europe.  (3.)  The  bodies  are  fre- 
quently brought  iu  aji  advanced  &tate  uf  putrefaction — a 
condition  which  nearly  or  quite  destroys  erery  known  sign 
of  Hangiitg. 

It  will  bo  proper  to  uoticc  the  chief  evidences  of  Hanging, 
seriatim. 

Congestion  of  Ike  Face  and  Scalp. — This  is  a  very  uncer- 
tain sign,  will  rarely  be  marked  where  the  subject  has  not 
been  exceedingly  plethoric,  and  is  often  not  distinguishable 
— especially ,  (as  is  generally  tho  case)  when  the  cord  has 
been  rcmoTcd  immediately  upon  discovery  of  the  body — or 
where  attempts  hare  been  made  to  resuscitate.  In  many 
instances  of  llaugiog,  where  the  uoosc  is  open,  all  return  of 
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lilood  by  tlie  veins  is  not  prcveuted;  and,  in  cases  where 
fitmiigulntiun  is  complete,  supplv  by  the  carotids  is  iutcrcepU 
cd,  and  that  by  tlie  vertebraU  must  speedily  cctmc. 

Mcniu^ttl  and  Cerebral  Congeitton  and  Effusion. — There  is, 
probably,  uo  ptitliologist  in  existence  who  cao  snfe)^  mn> 
«urc  the  degree  of  cougestiou  preseuiod  by  aov  brain  io 
whicb  upitlier  inllHtniiiutiou  nor  aanguineoii^  extrsTamttoD  is 
prexent.  The  nieniiigcal  vesseU  of  mcu  aud  niiitnalg  destror- 
ed  1}7  lucmorrbsfj^c  aro  not  empty ;  and,  in  all  ouea  of  na- 
tnrul  death,  ^herc  tlic  head  is  not  kept  raised,  (which  it 
uevcr  is  in  bodies  brouglit  iu  for  itispcclion  here),  these 
TeinH  will  be  found  turgid.  It  is  certainly  unsafe  to  give  an 
opinion,  which  may  involve  the  life  of  an  accnsed  party,  open 
the  authority  of  a  mere  guess.  Dt.  Taylor  obscn-es  that  the 
venous  congestion  of  the  cerebral  TesseU  is  rarely  greater  in 
lliinging  iLftu  in  other  cnscs  of  Asphyxia.  It  has  often  been 
»aid  of  morbid  aimtomists  that  they  ncTcr  cxamino  a  body  in 
which  they  do  not  fiud  "  the  vasciikr  poiota  iu  the  centra 
ovolin  unuKUAlly  nnmerous."  Where  the  entire  surface  of 
the  brain  preisouts  a  decided  pinkish  hue,  or  blood  hu 
actuaUy  become  extrarasated,  the  evidence  is  of  value — but 
these  nppcnrnncc!)  arc  but  rarely  found  as  onr  pvidesin  caMt 
of  Hanging.  liouicr  (cited  hy  Taylor)  found  ajKipIectio 
extravasation  of  blood  only  oucc  in  n  hundred  and  unc  cases. 
Sir  B.  Brodic  refers  to  two  cases;  Casper  did  not  observo 
a  singlo  iutitnncc  in  n  hundred  and  sis  cases.* 


*  Dr.  Kcnn«ib  !kti«l<inoon  huii  mrntJoncd  l»  oit  i}u'  pirtinukn  of  ft  vMy 
Hin^larcosiv  in  whicli  iherc  coulil  not  br  ailoubt  itint,  quit*  luiinlvntiniiall}', 
swaiiglcnt  MwJ  M«'r  rfWiVj  life  tf/ evtting  kU  Ihrml  t  In  18S6  a  man  tr«- 
vollin^  Ihrootcb  Tirhout  Toll  In  wilhu  f^aiijt  uf  Tbii{i«.  wliu  ilraoii)<^  htm.  ll« 
becoiuo  muonsdoiu.  Ution  TMovcrinf:  tils  itnaca,  ho  fc-unil  Ibni  lu»  Uiruai  IukI 
h(«H  (-ut,  aii'l  tbul  D  IVtluK  irnvi-lliT  lajr  iilnin){liil  to  ilcaili  bj  kui  nd*.  Hr> 
Clikflt's  Maikinnon  mcl  hiin  on  hi*  irny  to  MvsuflLTj'orv,  attootJrd  to  the  woaad 
in  lib  throitt,  mnA  rooorervd  bim  In  sis  mak*.  Uo  was  able  to  ^n*  m  dMeH|^ 
tKiti  of  tha  Bsag  wbtcli  ■ubrnqaon  tly  led  to  iheir  epprpbenaSua.   Funr  of  thMa 


Protrusion  of  the  Tongvie  and  Eye*. — These  appcttmncet, 
vhen  ihcy  nrc  present,  are,  of  course,  mercljr  due  to  conges- 
lioii,  1  liave  ncTcr  uoticed  marked  protrusion  of  the  cycJi. 
nnd  have  never  iieen  the  tongue  protruded,  except  where 
putrefraction  was  fat  advanced.*  "Where  the  toiiguo  has 
been  lacerated  by  the  teeth,  it  nfrord.1  safer  CTidence.  Dr. 
Itiecke  noticed  this  in.  scrcm)  instances. 

Mark  of  the  Cord. — la  nearly  all  cases  of  Hanging,  this 
mark  is  very  distiuct ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  presents  nearly 
the  Ramc  charnctcra  when  the  body  haa  been  snttpendcd 
shortly  after  death  an  it  docs  after  execution,  or  stiicidc  by 
}JaDgiiig.  It  hns  nlrcady  been  noticed  that,  iu  this  country, 
the  tnnrk  is  often  attacked  by  ant9.  1  lately  found  it 
Tery  distinct  in  a  womau  who  bad  attempted  suicide;  the 
line  waa  perfectly  defined,  dry  and  condensed,  slightly  de- 
pressed, much  darker  than  the  adjaceat  skin,  and  harbh  and 
branny  to  the  touch,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of  ecchy- 
iiiosiH  or  cxudiiLion  of  blood  from  the  RUrfacc.  AVhile  the 
first  edition  of  this  slicot  was  going  through  the  press,  I 
examined  what  was  alleged  to  be  the  trace  of  a  tliiu  cord 
by  which  a  young  female  was '  suspended  seven  days  pre- 
Tiously.  The  line  was  very  oblique,  (corrc»pnading  with  a 
noose,  the  knot  of  irhich  touched  the  occiput,)  and  was 
el«irly  defined  by  the  separation  of  the  cuticle  throughout  its 
entire  length,  asif  by  the  spplication  of  a  blistering  subttnnee. 
A  guarded  opinion  was  given.  1  bare  since  seen  a  fimtlar 
line  ou  the  ucck  of  a  man  who  statctl  that  he  had  been  siis- 
poudcd  for  a  short  time.     It  has  already  been  noticed  that 


ytrtv  aoDtnuwd  to  drsth.  It  ran  •e&rcely  ba  daubud  tliat  tba  rlolaiit  ittMiiirr* 
eri:Dtling>th»aisn'i  UiTo*t«fflMtakllf  rglicrad  lk«  \ontiU  uf  his  brun  of 
any  iinilun  cnnsmlion  vhiirh  the  ihrolUIng  may  bata  iintlucad.  The  otse  is 
»]»>  ilxlailxii  in  [III*  B<.>o|;a]  PqUcc  Ibport  for  1836,  p.  34. 

■  rcKTgia  found  thkt  them  vw  protrusiou  of  ibis  organ  In  davtn  cum 
out  at  iwcoty-KTMi. 
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this  mark  rany  bo  faund  clenrly  duliiiRd,  with  tlie  cuticle  adfaer- 
iug  to  it,  after  decompositioD  hns  adv&aced  coiisidernblv.  See 
page  19.  Neither  in  suicidal  Hanging,  nor  after  execution, 
have  1  been  able  to  detect  luty  eccbymoaia  in  the  cutis  or  in 
the  intr^mcnts  along  the  course  of  this  line.  I  luive, 
boncver,  seen  the  akiu  crncked  in  one  or  two  plxces  vitli  a 
few  ptjiutH  of  bloody  exudation.  The  beails  worn  by  Hindus 
sometimes  Iravc  very  distinct  marks  on  the  neck  alter  death. 

Ecchymosit  of  the  Mu»ck». — This  i8  frequently  »b»ent  in 
CAses  when  death  is  known  to  have  resulted  from  Hanging, 
but  1  have  occasionnUy  met  with  it.  Where  the  ecchymosw 
baa  been  found  excessive  and  out  of  the  way  uf  the  cord,  as 
near  the  chin  or  towards  the  clavicles,  it  has  crented  auspi- 
ciou  of  foul  pl»y.  Still  it  is  possible  thiit,  in  suicidal  Hang- 
ing, ccchymosis  might  be  produced  in  any  part  of  the  neck 
by  the  shock  of  tlio  fall  and  ovcr-atrctchiu;  of  the  parts. 
There  arc  certainly  many  known  exceptions  to  the  rule, — 
stiU  it  obtains  g;enerally,  and  particiilnrly  in  India, — that 
suicides  clTect  their  purpose  nitU  as  little  violence  as  poasi- 
ble. 

1  Imve  never  found  any  nppearancc  of  inptry  to  the  ver- 
tebra or  thtir  liffdnieiiti  in  cnaco  of  Hanging. 

Neither  have  1  ever  found  any  portion  of  the  air  pasngc 
ruptured,  considerably  dispbiced,  or  ccchyiuosed.  The  b«3C 
of  the  tongue  and  glottis  arc  usually  livid  in  n  marked 
degree,  btitig  almost  of  n  violet  hue  (some  stress  should 
probably  be  laid  apon  this  appearance,  which  deserves  fur- 
ther invc«tigfttiou).  The  raucous  membrane  of  the  laryu 
and  trachea  is  generally  somcvrhnt  cungcstcd,  but  much  less 
ao  than  that  of  the  glottis.  The  trachea  very  frequeutly, 
hut  not  always,  contains  a  small  quantity  of  pinkish  or 
brownish  frotb,  made  up  of  extremely  minute  air  bubbles. 
Dr.  Taylor  thinks  that  this  is  only  likely  to  be  met  with  iu 
cases  where  the  obattueliou  to  respuatiou  has  been  iacom- 
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pkte.  It  fans  nlvrnTs  np])care{l  to  ine  to  be  due  to  ft  fcv 
tpumodic  ctTortd  to  cnrry  on  respiration  bclov  a  nenrly 
complete  iiiiticdiincnt.  There  is  aa  appcnraoco  which  I 
liave  Dercr  failed  to  uotice  m  OLses  where  the  tmliri- 
dual  lins  been  Ilangcd  with  n  rope.  This  ii  an  exudH- 
tioD  of  clear  mticua  from  nil  the  muciparous  follicles  of 
the  larrnx  and  upper  part  of  tlic  trachcn.  If  the  tube  ho 
slit  up  at  tho  back  nuil  CHrefiilly  opened,  while  any  fluid 
that  it  may  cantnio  is  allowed  to  Hutt  doirnwurdfl,  the  posi- 
tioD  of  every  foUidc  will  be  ubDcrrcd  to  he  mnrkcd  by  a 
■emi-globutc,  nearly  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  small  pin. 
Hence  the  surface  has  nearly  the  appearance  of  the  clearer 
kinds  of  white  shagreen  used  for  sword  gri|M.  This  »ppcnr> 
ance  was  not  perceptible  in  the  air  pas«n';e  of  a  man  who 
hung  himself  with  a  thick  ch>Ch.  lam  not  able  to  state 
whether  it  is  found  after  death  from  other  modes  of  pressare 
on  the  neck.  I  have  remarked  it  Rve  or  six  timcB,  in 
niimistakable  eases  of  Hanging,  and  should  bo  glad  to  Icam 
that  it  bad  been  furthc-r  investigated.* 

The  uncertain  character  of  the  evidences  of  Asphyxia,  as 
displiiycd  in  tlie  thoracic  organs,  will  be  noticed  under  the 
head  of  Drotcning. 

Ill  the  present  state  of  onr  knowledge,  the  most  satis- 
factory evidenc4^s  of  Suicidal  1>eath  by  Hanpug  in  an  nhlc- 
faodic<l  person  are, — -the  prenenoD  of  the  characteristic  oblique 
line  and  of  one  or  more  of  the  laryngeal  and  tracheal  lesions 
noticed  above,  Tvithout  any  traces  of  stunning  biovs  on  the 
head,  nr  marks  upon  the  body  of  violent  rcni)itance,or  evidencrs 
of  the  presence  of  poison  or  alcohol  in  the  stomach.  Kxtremc 
ecchymosis  of  the  muactea  of  the  neck  is  always  suspicions; 
and  fracture  or  lateral  dislocation  of  the  rertebral  bones  ap< 
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penrs  to  afford  certain  evidence  of  homicide.*  la  adJitioD 
to  thtsc,  tlioracic  and  cerebral  eridences  of  Asphyxia,  wben 
etisting  in  a  rcry  marked  degree  previous  to  the  coromeDce- 
ment  of  putrefiiction,  arc  of  considerable,  but  seconrfary  im- 
portance. Decided  traces  of  cerebral  liannorrhago,  vheo 
unattended  with  marks  of  blows  on  the  bead,  or  witli  cri- 
dencea  of  any  greater  amount  of  injury  about  the  neck  tlus 
tlie  cord  would  bo  likely  to  inflict,  altLough  rarcljr  fouuti, 
afford  strong  ndditiouul  evidence  of  dcalb  by  Hanging. 

In  all  cases  nliere  it  is  alleged  tbat  a  body  bus  been (oand 
Hanging,  or  up|nircntly  strangled,  with  a  rope,  cloth,  Sic. 
arouud  its  throat,  the  police  slionid  be  expected  to  send  in  the 
ligature  with  tbc  body,  for  cxntuinatiou  by  tbeMedicnl Officer. 
Should  the  police  find  the  body  putrid,  with  the  li^ture 
still  on,  they  should,  on  no  nccount,  disturb  it.  Should 
there  be  any  reason  to  believe  tbat  life  has  not  departed, 
the  loop  should  be  cut  through,  and  the  cord  or  cloth  sent 
iu,  a&  removed,  not  doubled  together  or  unfolded,  but  coiled 
in  a  covered  earthen  Teasel^  that  the  shape  which  it  took 
upon  the  neck  may  ba  preserved,  if  possible.  Except  in 
■udden  emergency,  the  Icnot  should  not  be  united.  Whoe 
the  ligatnrc  has  been  taken  off  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
police,  those  who  have  removed  it  should  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce it.  The  darogah  should  also  describe  clearly,  in  bis 
sooruthnl,  the  manner  in  vhich  the  rope  or  cloth  waa  nt  tacli- 
cd  to  the  neck,  and  (iu  cases  of  Hanging]  huv  it  was  found 
or  described  to  be  fiscd  to  the  beam,  brnnch,  &c-  Examt- 
nation  of  the  cord  may  often  be  attended  with  as  itnport&ot 
resulta  aa  inspection  of  the  body, — sometimes  even    more 


'  DeTcrgie,  m  quoted  by  Tkjlor,  fvand  tlie  ligniooiiU  bctwcMi  Uie  Eni  bm| 
■MQiid  •'■^rioAl  vi>ri*tifiit  niptart-'d  otioe  in  AS  caepi  of  Suk-idHl  Ilkn|riuf-.  3|. 
Abvhux  ruuiiiS  ihc  pi^W'rkor  lignmcnt  of  thn  fplnp  rupiurtMl,  and  the  truu- 
ligftaiMit  of  Uio  aUu  ktTGUhed  In  lh«  bodj^  ot  a  feniala  who  had 
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80i  A  penou  inny  luivo  been  strangled  by  a  rope  or  cloth 
not  BulHcicntly  stron  p  to  suspend  liU  body,  or  a  li  jjfaturc  used  iu 
strangling — a«  a  ban dkcrcbief,  or  sliort  rope  with  cudu  wliicli 
have  cTidcutly  not  beeu  recently  diviJud  may  be  produced 
oa  the  iuatrumcnt  nitb  wbicb  Hanging  was  effected.  Or  a 
amall  cord  may  be  produced  in  a  case  where  tbe  neck  pre- 
sents a  broad  depression,  or  vice  versa.  Or  the  rope  or 
cloth  may  be  suQictently  long  and  strong,  but  bear  evidences 
of  not  having  been  used  in  suspending  a  body,  (that  part  of 
the  loop  of  a  ropo  used  in  Haogiug  wbicb  liaa  touched  the 
»kia  is  generally  observed  to  be  marked  with  a  bronnish 
liuc,  correspoudiug  iritli  that  on  the  neck,  nluch  would  pro- 
bably be  found  to  be  caused  by  imbibition  of  serum  and 
porspiraclou,  and  by  the  adherence  of  portious  of  epidermis.) 
Observance  of  the  following  rules  will  gcnernlly  aflord  ns 
some  aid  in  arrivLug  at  a  correct  cOQClusioa  in  cn«ca  of 
Hanging  and  Strangulatioa. 

1'hc  ligature  uud  the  mark  ou  tbe  ueck  should  lirst  he 
carefully  examined  and  compared. 

Search  tihould  tbcu  be  made,  by  external  csaminatiou  and 
by  dissection,  for  the  traces  of  any  injnrtcs,  apart  from  Stran- 
gulatioa or  Hanging,  net  apparently  sefj'iitflicteii,  wliich  may 
liarc  been  sufficient  in  themselves  either  to  destroy  life,  to 
cause  extreme  weakness,  or  to  occasion  insensibility, — espe- 
cially for  traces  of  blow*  or  wounds  on  the  head  or  cheat,  or 
severe  bruises  on  the  back  or  limbs,  or  evidences  of  a  mortal 
struggle  with  a  powerful  opponcut. 

It  should  then  be  cnrefully  weighed  whether  any  injuries 
which  may  be  discovered  may  not  have  been  aeif'iafiicled  ,- 
for  example,  small  punctured  wounds  on  the  chest  or  abdo- 
men, or  alight  or  even  rery  oonisiderabtc  wounds  ou  tbe 
throat  may,  and  not  improbably  have  been  inflicted  with 
suicidal  intent.  A  eousidcrablc  incised  wound  on  the 
throat  of  a  pcrsoD  found  hanged  would  generally  afford 
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strong  evidence  tlint  the  individual  liitd  dcstroycU  liimself, 
m  it  would  rarclf  bnppcn  that  a  murderer  failing:  to  accom- 
plisli  his  [irat  purpose,  would  resort  to  another  modu  attended 
will)  grrntcr  dilliculty.  To  tliia  Inttor  rate,  hovcvcr,  tho  case 
tilre»(U'  cited  in  wliick  a  mun  was  first  Stnuigled  uid  then 
Imd  liiti  thruait  cut,  must  ))c  rcgnrded  as  lihowiog  the  posij- 
biiity  of  all  esecplion.* 

The  evidences  of  poisoning,  iiArootisni  or  intoxication 
ttlioiild  tlica  be  sought  fur.  Ilc-rc  probability  may  be  our  oaiy 
^uidc.  The  deceased  may  have  been  in  the  Imbtt  of  eating 
opium,  or  may  h:;ve  been  drug'gcd  and  then  Strangled  or 
Hanged  while  in  a  state  of  insensibility ;  or,  being  dis- 
tressed and  impatient  under  the  slow  and  piuuful  operation 
of  an  irritant  poison,  he  may  liare  liuogetl  himaelf.  It  is, 
however,  very  improbable  that  a  criminal  baring  admiDiBter- 
ed  an  irriiant  poison,  stiuuld  be  uuwilliug  to  alloir  it  to  work 
out  its  effects,  and  should  proceed  to  Hang  bis  victim  while 
livio]^,  to  Strangle  hira  or  to  destroy  him  by  other  Tiolenoe.f 
Taylor  cites  a  case,  by  Fodcre,  in  which  it  was  diu-overed  ibal 
thcdcalhof  a  person  found  Hanging  wa»oecnaioaed  by  poiKKi. 
It  ia  not  uncntioiied,  however,  whether  the  poisoD  used  io 
this  case  was  iinrcolic  or  irritnnt,  or  whether  the  death  was 
believed  to  result  from  snicide  or  murder.  Neither  is  it 
easy,  in  a  botly  found  Hnngcd,  to  decide  that  death  retollei) 
from  poisouiug.  Ii  'n  evidently  just  at  the  time  when  tbe 
agony  produced  by  the  action  of  astroug  irritant  poisott  had 
become  most  intense,  (nlicn  all  tiie  ap|>caraafC3  of  inflam- 
matory action  would  have  become  fully  developed  in  the 
alomacli),  that  a  person  bent  upon  snicide  would  be  likely 


*  Sm  ■!<»  s  cBto  >»  whicli  a  wooiBti't  thmnt  wtu  cut,  kli«  bating  first  In 
nndvivd  mdmUm  by  •Unugnkllon— l'olic«  Itrp-irl,  L.  i'.,  184?,  p.  3S. 

t  r«ifi»i>«  th«  <i<i)^  rwopdrd  «x<wtiUga   to  Ihit  ii  rounil  in  the  MxU-kanwa 
MM  of  iliu  UorclHunrnj  in  Umisc«> 
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to  llnng  liimaelf.  Tlio  bofly  of  a  person  bo  poUoucd  may, 
however,  be  suspended  after  death. 

Scnrch  should  then  be  raadc  for  marks  of  Strangulation, 
should  tht'RC  be  distinct  and  be  iitteuJeil  by  bruises,  stabs  or 
LnciBioni  ou  the  body,  the  question  lies  between  suicide  and 
hoDiicido ;  where,  however,  ihero  ftre  tmces  of  stiinniug  blows 
ou  the  Ikcnd,  the  ciue  is  probnbly  one  of  homicide. 

The  body  of  ft]>craoa  accidentally  Strangled  may,  howcrer, 
present  scratches  and  other  lUArks  of  attempts  to  extricate 
liim$elf;  but  these  arc  uot  likely  to  be  very  severe  as,  in 
must  ciisca  of  accidental  Striiiigliug,  couscioustiess  must  t>o 
(lestruycd  suddenly. 

Where  distioet  evidenoeB  of  Stranffulation  and  Hnnging 
lire  found  together,  the  case  must  liavc  boca  homicidal. 

SrFFOCATION  AhTi  SMOTirERINO- 

A  case  iDTolving  more  thnn  one  important  mcdico*Iegat 
point  with  reference  to  the  invcutigwtiun  of  death  by  suflb- 
cntiou,  WHS  tried  at  Moradabad,  in  ISjI.  One  ^ifulhoon 
was  tried  for  the  murder  of  bis  wife.  It  appeared  tbnt  the 
woman  was  loo.se  in  her  conduct,  nnd  had  been  detected  by 
herhtiahand  iu  au  intrigue  shortly  before  her  deutb.  He 
took  her  to  her  parents,  aad  ou  the  uight  of  his  roturn 
home  with  her,  a  rcrbitl  ultcrcaliun  occurred  between  the 
coaple,  on  the  following  day  the  voman  died.  Nothing 
whatever  was  known  of  the  circnm stances  artcnding  her 
death, — she  nud  the  man  were  alone.  Ilur  hu<ih»iiil  reported 
at  the  tliHunal)  that  she  had  died  of  cholera.  As  deaths  hv 
cholera  are  not  usuttlly  reported,  the  report  excited  sus- 
picious, which  led  to  the  apprehension  of  the  prisoner.  In 
the  Judge's  Court  the  uijlu  chau^d  hia  statement,  and 
ruscrtcd  that  his  wife  died  by  poisoning  by  opium ;  the 
CTidcnce  of  the  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  ulio  examined  the 
body  was  puvittvc  that  death   was  not  rnuscd  by  cholera, 
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dysenterv,  dijiirlioea,  or  poison,  and  tlml  all  the  appearances 
on  the  P'Oit-martcm  cxamiuatiou  dcnot<>d  death  by  Saffocs* 
tiou.  The  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  remarked,  that  the 
mcdiciil  tealimony  ^upuii  which  almost  exclusively  the  pri- 
soner's conviction  had  been  fotiod  by  the  Seaaioua  Judge.) 
could  not  bo  considered  perfectly  conclusive  as  to  the  caiua 
of  death,  though  it,  doubtless,  pointed  strongly  at  extinctioa 
of  life  by  Suffocation.  The  Sub-Aaiistaiit  Surgeon  iraa 
certain,  from  ttio  appearnnces  which  he  oliMrved  iu  exaiuia- 
iug  the  h»dy,  thut  dcnth  «-»!!_  not  caused  by  cholera,  and 
"  strongly  suspected"  that  it  was  caused  by  Siuolhcnng. 
The  iut^rnnl  oi'gauSj  Itiugs,  stomach,  &c.,  were  in  a  healthy 
state,  but  congested.  There  was  no  external  mark  to  denote 
Suffucatiou,  which,  it  was  conjectured,  might  have  been  cfTcci- 
ed  by  pressure  over  the  mouth.  It  did  not  npj>car  that  the 
Brain  had  been  examined  at  all,  which  would  appear  to  have 
been  a  rather  material  omission.  The  Civil  Assistant  Sur- 
gcou,  (whose  opiuiou  oil  this  evidence  was  culled  for  bv  the 
Court,)  deposed  that  assuming  the  correctness  of  the  Sub- 
Asaistnut  ijurgcou's  description  of  syinptnms,  he  cotdcl  attri- 
bute death  to  no  other  cnusethau  Suffocation,  but  was  unable 
to  any  "with  certiiiiity"  thut  death  was  ao  caused.  The 
Judges  noticed  that  if  death  were  caused  by  homicidal  Suffo- 
cation nt  the  hands  of  the  prisoner,  it  would  most  probably 
have  occuiTod  at  (he  lime  of  the  ill-trcatuicnt,  and  not  after 
the  lapse  of  a  conniderabte  intcrvfd;  wherciLs  all  the  wic- 
ncsaes  referred  to  the  quarrel  of  the  evening  before,  and  the 
woman's  death  to  the  following  day.  They  believed  it  to  be 
certain  that  most  individuals  would  have  it  iu  their  power 
(unless  greatly  incapacitated  by  disease  or  iiitoxic&tiou,  and 
this  young  woman  was  declared  to  have  been  in  full  healib 
and  strcugtb,)  to  offer  to  such  a  ctodo  of  attack  a  degree  of 
active  resistance  hkely  to  leave  on  their  pursous  undoubted 
evidence   of  murderous  violence   htiving    been   resorted  to. 
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'Wlirn  asked  if  lie  found  any  inclication  of  poisoum^  either 
hv  a  mineral  or  rcgctablc  aul>atanCL',  llie  Sub-Assistant 
Surfi^coa  ansucred  (referring  to  the  stomncli  and  its  contents,) 
intbe  DCRative.  He  stated,  his  perfect  conviction  that  aho  did 
not  die  from  any  poison;  "there  wa.i  no  inflnmmation  or 
wlceration  of  tlie  coat«  of  the  stomach  or  intestines.**  It  was, 
liowever,  they  remarked,  obsennble  that  some  of  tlic  appear- 
ances mentioned,  i-ir.  the  right  caritics  of  the  heart  filled  with 
dark  fluid  hlood.the  left  side  empty,  lividity  of  akin,  intcpnal 
organs  congested,  though  healthy  in  structure — seemed  to 
be  very  similar  to  Ihc  post-mortem  appcarancca  of  death  from 
opinm  a»  dcscrihed  in  Taylor's  Mediail  Jurispnidcncc.* 

In  not  a  few  eiiaes,  the  Medical  Officer  being  convinced 
with  regard  to  tlic  cause  of  death  omila  to  examiae  the  in- 
testinal canal.  I  could  cite  more  than  ouc  instance  of  this 
kind,  in  wliieh  the  question — wna  death  caused  or  accelerated 
by  Cholera,  has  tended  to  unsettle  the  mc{lical  evidence,  and 
to  shield  t.  criminal  who  conld  scarcely  Lave  hoped  to  escape 
punishment  under  this  often-repeated  plea. 

A  case  iUaatrative  of  this  point  was  tried  at  Gorockpore, 
in  1854.  It  appeared,  from  the  statement*  of  three  wilneBses 
to  the  fact,  niid  of  the  ncciwcd  herself,  that  she  kicked  a  child, 
aged  ten,  once  in  the  side  or  stomach — that  she  did  not  hiy 
her  hands  on  the  child,  aud  that  the  cliiid  did  not  fall  on 
receiving  the  kick.  The  father  of  the  child  deposed  that  his 
daughter  came  Lome  to  Lim  at  the  time  stated,  and,  after 
telling  Lim  that  the  prisoner  had  beaten  her,  fell  down  and 
died.  The  moruthal,  bcariag  the  date  of  the  child's  death, 
describes  a  black  mark,  or  bruise,  on  the  right  side,  wbicli 


•  NiMiRUt  Ailawlul  Rptmrla,  If.  W-  F-,  BTtli  tXxy  1SS4,  f.  SflO.  S<w  nbo 
an  tntun-iiiinE  anirte  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Carter,  n(  BiHnliay,  on  The  Rcinarksblp 
PulruAnary  CongMtion  ntutiding  Pntsotting  by  pptsn.  TMnib  Uvdivd  aiul 
fbjK.  Society  (if  Iknatiaj-,  1049,  p.  23. 
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the  iritnesscs  to  that  docnment  rcrificd  iu  tlie  Foujdaree 
Court;  though,  at  the  Scsaiuus  trial,  they  professed  to  think 
it  vtis  ouly  a  mtirk  cnuscd  by  the  dhotee.  The  Civil  Stir- 
genu,  howcTcr,  stated  thitt  there  vrcro  murke  of  Strangulatiou 
ou  the  neck  and  throat,  but  uo  marks  of  kicks ;  lluit  con- 
gestiou  of  the  braiu  had  bcea  caoBcd  by  Strangulation  ;  that 
death  from  SuHbcatiou  must  hnve  bccu  immediate ;  hut,  if 
caused  by  a  kick,  soiuc  iutcmal  lujnry  of  the  ^pleeu  or  other 
organ  irould  have  been  visible,  which  was  not  tlie  ea«c;  but 
that,  iu  either  ease,  the  dccenacd  would  uot  have  been  able 
to  get  up  niid  walk  [?]  It  vna  mentioned  by  the  Superior 
Court,  that  it  would  h&re  been  more  DatiefuctoTy  had  tho 
Civil  Surgeon  been  interrogated  as  to  the  actual  appeanuica 
of  the  throat,  with  rcfcrcuee  to  tho  marks  of  Stranglinf^,  at 
he  spoke  only  of  injuries  about  the  throat,  gullet  aud  nock. 
The  Judges  of  both  Courts  believed  that  tho  child  had  not 
been  killed  by  a  kick,  and  that  the  Rtory  of  the  sudden  blow 
had  bccu  trumped  up  to  turn  aside  the  legal  iuquiriea 
regarding  the  cause  of  her  violent  dealh.* 

Many  cases  Kill  be  found  in  the  criminal  records — eapc- 
ciaUj  in  those  of  the  Is'orth-Wcst  Provinces,  in  wliich  doatb 
Taa  caused  by  forcing  Cloths,  Earth,  &c.  into  the  Mouth.  In 
eoDie  inatonces,  at  Icaat,  this  would  appear  to  he  douo  with 
nu  iutcntioo  to  atille  the  victim's  eries; — still,  where  death 
results  from  so  cruel  and  reckless  »  form  of  violeuce,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  this  plea  .-ihoiild  be  held  as  mitigatory. 

Cue  Bamchurruii,  of  Uoruckpore,  was  found  guilty  of 
r»pe  upou  a  girl  of  eight.  The  child,  who  appeared  to 
understand  the  obligBtiou  of  au  oath,  declared  that  the 
prisoner  threw  her  down,  and  filled  her  nioulli  with  Sand.t 

A  boy,  apparently  only  twelve  years  of  ngc,  but  shrcnil 


•Bi 
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and  iDteUtgCDt  beyond  Lis  years,  was  convicted  of  baring 
robbeil  a  child  of  four  of  her  ornaments,  after  hnriiig  filled 
her  inoulii  with  Mud  nnd  iicnrly  strangled  her.  The  child 
u-iis  fouud  in  a  field,  with  hermuuth  fiUcd  with  Karth  and 
mtb  the  marks  of  lingers  on  her  Deck.  She  al'tcnTJiida  tuid 
that  the  prisoner  bad  thus  maltreated  bcr.* 

A  very  young  man  of  Jlirtaporc  was  ecntcnccd  to  death 
for  murdering  a  boy  of  twelve  for  his  oruaiiiciita,  by  filling  his 
mouth  with  Mud.  Tho  Civil  Surgeon  deposed  that  the  caugc 
of  death  wns,  in  hi«  opinion,  SufTocatinn  and  consequent  con> 
gestion  of  thi;  brain,  produced  by  the  mouth  and  air  pauogfis 
of  the  deceased  baring  been  filled  vith  Mud,  whilst  be  ttu 

alive,  t 

A  lad  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  yenra  of  age,  was  sentenced, 
at  Agrn,  to  transportation  for  life  for  having  robbed  n  girt 
of  four,  his  ucar  relative,  o?  her  ornaments  after  having  filled 
her  mouth  with  Bhoo»a.  The  Ciril  Surgeon  deposed  that 
death  had  been  caused  by  Suflfocation,  couacqucnt  upon  the 
mouth  of  the  deceased  being  Blled  with  Rhoom^l 

One  Bluigceruttcej  of  Goruckpore,  was  sentenced  to  death 
for  the  murder  of  a  boy  of  nine  for  his  ornaments.  He 
confessed  before  the  Deputy  Magistrate  that  lie  put  n  Cloth 
io  the  child's  mouth,  and,  seizing  lua  throat,  had  choked  bim.{ 

An  old  woman  of  Tirlioot  finding  a  little  girl  of  aix,  digging 
up  some  grain  from  her  field,  felled  the  child  with  a  heavy 
clod,  and  then  Suffocated  her  by  pressing  her  Clothes  against 
her  mouth  until  she  censed  to  breathe.  She  then  stripped 
off  the  clothes  and  ornaments  and  buried  the  corpse.  || 


•  Niuimut  Albirlnl  Rnporu,  Jf.  W.  P.,  94lh  Haj  ISS),  p.  Ct»;. 
i  JtfiJ,  IStli   SajKeralMT  1822,  p.  Mgi 
}  JfnJ.  )ard  Jsanarv  \9M,  p.  SI, 
5  iW.  1  lih  Felfnury  ISM.  p.  SOS. 
B  I'oliw  ttopQrt,  h.  1'.,  1W3,  p.  flL 
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A  Buatamee  of  Rajeahahye,  wlio  lived  alone,  and  had  th- 
reputation  of  possessing  some  money,  Tras  found  dead  in  he 
house,  with  a  Cloth  suS'ed  into  her  mouth.  The  murdere: 
could  not  be  discovered.* 

DROWNlNG.f 

In  Benga],  where  a  tank  adjoins  nearly  every  dwelling,  aitt 
!  where  passage  across  the  wider  rivers,  in  small  and  ill-con- 

I  structed  boats,  is  extremely  perilous  during  a  great  part  of  the 

I  year,  cases  of  accidental  Drowning  are,  of  coarse,  frequent, 

1  Even  in  the  Hooghly,  near  Calcutta,  it  is  no  rare  thing,  in 

the  rains,  to  bear  of  the  loss  of  a  ferry 'boat,  containing  somt 

f  *  Foliro  Report,  L.  F.,  1S44,  p,  21.  Sec  also  a  case  det&ilcd  in  note  to  p.  93 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  arc  several  recorded  instaneca  in  which  Suf- 
focation by  forcing  Cloth,  &c.,  into  the  fauces,  kos  Suicidal.  In  addition  tt 
those  cited  by  Tuylor,  5th  ed.  p.  76G,  one  of  an  artillery  soldier  under  troat- 
fflpnt  in  huspitul,  where  he  had  previously  attempted  to  throw  bimaclf  out  of  a 
window— who  dystrojcd  himself  by  thrusting  a  Linen  Compress  into  hi( 
throat  while  be  was  under  the  close  observation  of  a  Bpccial  attendant  maj 
be  mentioned.  Amcr.  Journal  of  Medical  Suience,  July  1834,  frona  Prag, 
Vierti'ljahrael,  1 8S3,  2  Bd.,  p.  111. 

S>eo  aUo  a  case  given  at  page  103  of  this  Manual  in  which  there  was  reason, 
to  believe  that  Iwo  women  of  Benares  were  Burked. 

t  By  the  Mussulmaun  Law,  if  a  person  immerse  an  infant  or  an  adult 
into  water  from  which  there  is  no  prospect  of  his  escape  by  swimming  ;  as, 
for  instance,  in  the  sea,  he  is  not  liable  to  retaliation  for  wilful  homicide, 
according  to  Aboo  Ilaneefah,  (as  no  wounding  instrument  is  used)  :  but  the 
two  disciples  and  Shalijee  maintain  that  he  is.  All  agree,  however,  that  it 
is  manslaughter  only,  if  there  be  not  water  enough  to  endanger  life,  without 
swimming  ;  or  if  the  person  thrown  into  the  water  bo  capable  of  swimming, 
and  his  arms  and  legs  be  not  bound  nor  a  weight  tied  to  the  buily  and  the 
place  be  sucb  that  he  may  escape  by  swimming.  The  same  diflercnce  of 
opinion  exists  l>etweon  Alioo  Ilaneefah  and  his  disciples,  if  tho  person  were 
drowned  from  being  repeatedly  immersed  in  water  till  he  died.  Aboo 
Uaneefab  held  that,  homicide  by  Drowning  being  of  rare  occurrence,  tho 
deterring  from  it,  by  capital  puuiahmeut,  was  of  less  consequence  tbon  with 
respect  lo  prcTolent  offences. 
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twenty  Katives,  of  whom  etery  soul  lias  pcrialiod.  TKe 
number  of  cbildrcu  Drowned  iu  tanks  every  year  must  be 
almost  iacalcuInMe. 

It  nppcATs,  At  first  sight,  very  singalar  liow  maay  bodies 
of  adult  natives  are  fouud  in  tauUs,  ivitbout  aay  strong 
suspicion  of  suicide  or  murder.  It  is  gcacrallr  believed,  by 
persons  of  the  lower  clnssea,  that  those  who  perisli  in  tli« 
manner  have  fallen  -victims  to  Epilepsy  [Mriff'troga — common- 
ly expressed  Mrigi)  under  Demoniacal  Influence.  When, 
howcTCr,  it  is  borne  iu  mind  that  every  Katlvc  litcmlly  paaacs 
a  certain  definable  portion  of  bia  lifo  in  the  tank  neiire3t  to 
his  dwelling,  and  tliat  bathing  is  going  on  in  every  tank,  at 
nearly  all  hours — before  sun-rise,  when  the  water  ia  extreme- 
ly coUl, — and  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  the  rays  of 
the  vertical  sun  are  nearly  all  reflected  from  the  polished 
•urfacc  of  the  water, — it  is  aearcciy  Bingnlar  that  some  should 
be  attacked  with  cramp  or  coup  de  aokii  wLile  batbiu;;;  and 
that  many  bathcra  should  die  suddenly,  from  natiirn!  causca, 
wliere  visceral  disease  bas  lon^  been  steadily  progressing, 
and  merely  requires  some  exposure  or  cause  of  internal  con- 
gentioa  to  determine  the  fatal  issue. 

It  appears  to  be  generally  believed  that  where,  as  not 
unfrequently  happens,  persons  die  suddenly  on  the  mar^in^ 
of  reservoirs,  nnd  arc  found  lyingi  with  their  heads  in  the 
water,  they  have  fallen  epileptic.  This  may  be  the  case  in 
certain  instances,  but  it  is  probable  that,  when  occurring 
towards  mid-day  or  in  the  uftemnon,  these  are  generally 
cases  of  snn-stroke,  or  heat  apoplexy.  The  pathology  of 
this  disoaso  baa  still,  in  great  measure,  to  bo  ui vest iga ted.* 
Dr.  Russell  fouudj  in  oxamiuiag   the   bodies  of  several  men 


'  Of  Ute  coMi(l«Tabl«  ftdditiond  liKht  bu  bcua  tfarowB  apoo  Iha  nilijooti  is 
a  nrjr  eUborai*  memoir  on  luolaiion.  or  Hmi  Apoplexy,  pubUehed  b^  Mr. 
)l«t«u«  lliU  in  Um  Indiui  Aaails  cf  MctlJcal  Science,  for  Ocwbor  1805. 
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wlio  were  struck  douru  by  intense  heat,  tliftfc,  in  all,  the  braia 
was  healthy,  no  coogcalion  or  accumrtliitioo  of  blood  being 
obserTablo  j  although  there  was  a  small  serous  effusion  in 
one  instance.  The  lungs,  however,  were,  in  aU  these  cases, 
congested,  CTcn  to  hliuikuess,  through  th<iir  entire oxtcut;  and 
indeed,  so  densely  loaded,  that  complete  obstruction  must 
have  taken  place.  There  was  also  an  accnmulation  of  blood 
on  the  right  side  of  the  heurt,  auil  iu  the  groat  ressris 
approaching  it.  In  two  cases  which  I  had  au  opportanJty  of 
examining,  carefully,  during  the  last  hot  Keaaon,  \  Cound 
appearances  similar  te  these,  except  that  there  was  no  ovrr< 
dvttvnxion  oj  the  riffht  cavities  of  the  heart.  Had  owe  of  Lhcae 
men  been  fonnd  dead  in  a  tnok,  these  eridcncca  of  Asphyxia 
mi^ht,  not  unreasonably,  linve  been  attributed  to  Drowning. 
The  bodies  of  persons  sinking  iu  the  water  under  such  cir- 
ciimatances  would,  however,  be  expected  to  present  certain 
of  the  ai^tis  of  Drovruing  iu  addition  to  these.  The  subject 
la  one  of  great  importance,  and  deserves  fuller  iuvestigatiou 
than  it  has  hitherto  received. 

Still  it  rarely  hnppcns  timt  the  bodies  of  persona  thos 
dying,  are  brought  to  the  Civil  Surgeons  for  examination, 
except  la  coses  where  dcntli  has  occurred  under  manifestly 
auspicious  circnnistaiices,  a»  where  the  corpse  is  discovered  in 
a  well;  or  is  found  in  a  reservoir  with  traces  of  woundio"  or 
other  violence ;  or  has  been  sunk  by  weights,  &c.,  in  ao 
onusual  manner;  or,  ha\iug  been  for  lomc  timo  nusaed,  is 
believed  to  have   been,  nnfairly  dealt  nith. 

More  til  an  one  judicijd  olliccr,  especially  Mr.  Sconce  of 
Chitt«gong,  and  Mr.  Alexander  of  Kowral^has  expressed  to 
me  surprise  and  snsptcioa  at  the  extrnordinary  namber 
of  deaths  alleged  to  have  occnrred  ivom  Mr'tgi  iu  persons 
whose  bodies  have  been  found  iu  tanks.  The  latter  gentle- 
man informs  me  that,  when  he  first  went  to  Chumparun,  he 
was  astoniahcd  ut  the  uumber  of  peraous  reported   daily  to 
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have  died  Froni  Drowuing  in  diCTerent  tanks  id  the  district, 
owing  to  tlixzinejn  or  awiroming  in  tbc  head,  colled  "  Mrigi." 
The  persons  so  dying  wer»  printipalty  women  and  female 
cluUlren.  It  Htruek  htm  as  suspicious  thut  so  many  sIiouLd 
be  carried  off  daily  ia  thid  manner,  lie  therefore  issued 
poiititc  orders  that  all  the  bodies  should  be  brought  in  for 
poat  moiiem  examination  ; — upon  this,  the  reports  decreased 
womlcrfulljr.  He  believed  that  many  of  the  persona  report- 
ed to  liave  died  id  this  manner  had  been  made  anay  nith. 
This  claui  of  cases  assuredly  still  demands  a  rigorous  inquiry. 
There  ia  one  set  of  cases,  if  not  of  Drovriiiti^,  certainly  of 
immersion  nod  of  choking  with  mud  and  water^  which  are 
of  great  and  fatal  prcralcoce  amoug  the  Hindus  iuhubitiug 
the  entire  length  of  the  Oangetic  valley,  but  which  do  not, 
at  present,  come  within  the  power  of  Police  interference.  I 
refer  to  the  exposure  and  destruction  of  the  sick  on  the  banks 
OftbcriTcr — or  the  practice  ol  Ghat  Murder  as  it  \%  now  gene- 
rally termed.  It  is  hei<l,  in  the  Agni  Purfioa,  that  "those  who 
die  when  half  their  body  is  immersed  in  Oungtl  water,  shai)  b« 
happy  thousands  of  thousands  of  i^es,  and  resemble  Brahma." 
ConseqiiCDtly.  it  is  the  practice  to  bring  those  whose  cases  arc 
by  tlieir  ignor»nt  Kohirajira  declared  to  be  hopeless,  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  ;  and,  as  lifii  apptars  to  ebb,  to  plunge  the 
lower  part  of  the  body  into  the  stream.  The  effect  of  this 
practice,  especially  at  night  and  in  the  cold  season,  is  self- 
cvidcut.  Some  months  ainee,  being  in  the  habit  of  landing 
at  one  of  the  gbata  to  which  the  sick  aro  brought,  I  acttmlly, 
without  lingering  for  a  moment,  s»w  two  persons  expire 
in  this  manner  in  the  course  of  a  single  week.  A  rery  few 
yean  siuce,  it  was  the  practice  to  fill  the  mouths  of  these 
unfortunates  with   water  until   they  were  stifled.*     This 


*  OUeuUm  Betitw,  Denmbcr  IMS,  f.  431,  from  wbich  niMt  vf  theae  pkr- 
tteulaFiSrv  dcdrcd.  Se«  eUo  Ward's  QhtfUmaa  "Pun«ral  Riut"  and 
'■rublkUorala")  anil  MoCmIi's  Topogia|iby  of  Asiui,pagt  111. 
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murderous  habit  is  atrictly  a  portion  of  the  rite,  but  I 
18  supposed  to  have  been  abandoned  hy  Hindua  of  the  bctt4l 
cUssu.  Among  the  more  igtiorauC  aud  bigoted,  howerd 
it,  doubtless,  contiiiucB  prcvnleut. 

In  the  Kcporl  iilrcaily  noticed,  Dr.  Woodford  shows  th»| 
out  of  SI  suicides  which  cnme  uador  bis  notice  in  Calcntti 
during  the  year  1850,— nix  were  cases  of  Drowning.  Tbea 
are  only  tiro  cases  of  Accideutal  Drowning,  noted  in  Dn 
M''oodfurd's  table,  but  this  iiicrdjr  rcprescuts  the  aaiall; 
ber  of  bodies  rccorcrcd. 

The  atrocity  of  Sacrificing  Children  by  Erposing  tftem  lo 
Di'Owned  or  to  be  devoured  by  Sharks  or  Alligators  aa  offef 
inga  to  the  Goddcis  Uunga  iras  formerly  prevalent  M 
Uurdvrsr,  Saugor  Ulnnd,  Dansbaryab,  Chaugdah,  and  othei 
places  on  tbc  O&ngc!).  I'ull  references  to  this  atrocity  anj 
to  tbc  regulations  which  were  issued  to  check  tt,  nill  be  foun^ 
in  Beaufort's  Digest,*  and  in  the  Revd.  Mr.  Ward's  Worfc.^ 

The  practice  of  Z>M/i'offiHi7  Chiidrcn  bif  thr&winff  tft^ot  inti 
WelU  is  one  of  considerable  proyalcncc.  Its  commissiofl 
is  probably  detcrtniacd  by  the  fact  that  many  children  art 
acciJcntuDy  Drowned  in  these  reacrvoira,  and  that  the  mi 
dcrura  truat,  on  this  nccouiit,  to  evade  suspicion. 

In  1845,  a  Bchnr  womau,  having  long  had  a  qunrrel 
two  other  females,  inveigled  a  child  of  each  into  a  licld  wbcr« 
there  was  a  large  well.  She  made  them  sit  down  and  pick 
each  other's  hair,  and,  finding  au  opportunity,  tlirew  thein 
in.     One  of  them  was  siivcd-t 

In  June  1853,  a  Hindu  woman  was  tried  at  Bbnngutporaj 
for  the  murder  of  her  male  child,  five  or  six  moatha  old.  SfaJ 
was  seen  at  night  near  a  well  aud  Bomctbiug  vos  heard  t4 


t  Vol  iL.ii.  isa,  ThW  BditiML 
t  P»lic<  lI*]H>ii,  L.  Pr«»iii«fc  1M«,  p.  13. 
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drop  id;  tu&picioa  vas  excited,  and  she  vaa  questioned,  but 
eradcd  answering;  earlj  next  moruini;,  the  veil  vaa  search- 
ed and  the  child's  body  fouud ;  the  well  belonged  to  one 
Fukccr  Cliowkeedur,  vho  VAa  proved  to  have  been  oa  the 
spot  when  the  body  was  tiikeu  out,  but  who,  for  aoiuc  uiiax- 
plaiaed  renson,  reported  at  the  thnnnnh  that  the  child  had 
died  a  nntunil  death.  The  woman  pleaded  guilty,  aud  stated 
that,  not  having  milk  for  her  infant, she  threnr  it  into  the  well. 
She  woa  proved  to  be  in  very  indigent  circuni»taucc8,  and 
not  to  have  had  milk  for  hci'  infant.  One  of  the  witnesses  to 
tills  effect  had  been  the  temporary  wet-niirae  to  the  ilccejis- 
ed,  and  bad  given  it  milk  lute  in  the  evening  of  the  day  of 
itB  death.  On  being  sent  into  the  auddcr  station,  the  bodjr 
was  found  to  he  too  much  dcconiposed  to  allon-  of  cxamJna- 
tiou.  The  Civil  Surgeon,  however,  recorded,  that  there  were 
no  external  marko  of  violence,  and  that  the  sLiu  had  not  tho 
appearance  of  that  of  a  Drowned  person.  This  ignorant, 
simple  woman's  evident  poverty,  and  want  o(  sustenance 
for  her  child,  were  humanely  taken  as  cxtennating  cir- 
cumstauces^  aud  she  vna  seiitcueed  to  imprisonment  for 
life.* 

In  November  18o2,  a  Utnda  iromau  was  tried  nt  Shaha- 
bad,  fur  Drowning  her  two  childien — fire  aud  two  years  old, 
in  a  well.  The  bodies  of  the  children  having  hecu  found,  and 
the  3>arogah  knowing  the  well  to  be  considerably  raised 
from  the  ground,  sent  for  the  prisoner's  brother-in-law,  who 
admitted  that,  on  the  niglit  before  the  occurrence,  there  had 
been  a  quarrel  between  tho  prisoner  nnd  his  wife,  and  that 
it  was  supposed  that  the  prisoner  liad,  in  a  rage,  thrown  her 
childrnn  down  the  wuU.  Tho  prisoner  at  first  declared  that 
the  children  had  fallen  into  the  well  accidentally;  suhse- 
qiiently,  she  confessed  the  deed,  stating  that,  on  tho  morn- 
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ing  after  Iier  quarrel  with  Ler  brother-in-law's  wife,  when 
she  awoke,  she  felt  so  aggriered,  that  she  took  the  cbildreo 
to  the  wd I  aud  threw  them  down!  She  further  deckred 
that  she  iirst  placed  her  little  girl  on  tho  edge  of  the  weli, 
vhca  she  fcU  iu,  tad  afterwards  her  boy,  who  fell  in  alio, 
aho  tiirniDg  hor  head  away;  and,  od  being  asked  whT  ibe 
(lid  tttia,  slic  said  tli.it  her  fate  was  broken  and  her  hcsrt  aog- 
gestcd  the  deed.  The  cviileucc  of  the  Civil  Surgeon  tbored 
that  death  was  cniised  by  Drowning.  The  only  circunwtanco 
whieh  seemed  in  any  way  to  expUiu  her  act  was  meiviioQed 
by  the  wooian  with  whom  ehc  had  qoarrcUcd,  who  sudUiat 
her  mother  had  died  n(  eating  opium,  and  that  it  was  soppos* 
ed  that,  when  hersp'iritriititcd  (or,  as  the  witness  described  it, 
mounted  on  her,)  ihe  was  fierce  and  quarrelsome.  Sentence 
of  death  was  pAssed.* 


•  SlBMHttt  Adawiut  JUpgrts,  vol.  it.,  part  8,  1862,  p.  7S9.  Crime  dliai 
dr»crlpli(iti  li  by  no  cocana  run  mnuii;;  the  iiittlvea  i  uid  Mtma  fnrmerlj  Buck 
morp  «o  thnn  it  ia  At  proBPtit.  It  will  be  fuiind  in  Bauirort't  "nig«a^"lM 
mernl  tDiiU.nt'pti  liaiiiif^  oi't-iirmd  in  wliivb  perwnt  wrre  cuavirlvd  of  pniiof 
didr  clilMron  lodcalh  f'ruman  impuUc  ufpBUiMi,  fithcheinbuition  ofnt««E' 
ing  tli'UniiiL'lvi.iifiirarfoliT  juiijuiiicil  iiitullor  injury  Dflern.!  to  Ibttmby  ■ittwlnf 
IMrson,  uiiOlt  (hu  iilL-u  ikat  Hid  giiiti  of  ahcddlnf;  tli*  Uood  of  ih«  ianoMBl 
rivtiin,  would  lie  on  the  licsd  i>r  ilio  i^crinnofFfiTiD);*"'^')  i"««lt  or  injury;  fiK^ 
clamntion  wAa  made  througliout  t1)i>  Crilcd  Prvtiucn,  dcclaritic  ibst  «aj 
ptrriDu  whu  nhuiiM  1i«  cHjiUally  cvnvlctPil  <•!  putting  U>  dcatb  liis  ur  htr  eUU 
ox  cUililrvti,  or  of  jjulting  [u  dvatti  uiiy  utiii-r  cbiM  ur  perwxi,  in  coDMi]new« 
ofttTCAlijr  tu|i|itiu!tl  iasult  or  injury,  nhuiild  ini'kntil>ty  bv  [ranuhed  whk 
d»Ui  (Park  S693.  p.  S3G,  0.  0.,  Noa,  43  bii<)  Hi  nf  ral  I.)  The  pnctic* 
kuwi'vvr,  hfts  been  moroly  cbockod.  [u  1817.  a  Uiuilu  wui  (cmnd  guilty,  at 
£uwab,  of  brin^^ini;  bi»  iiifani  dsiiglitcr  bi^furv  ihn  da»r  o(m  peraon  abu  bad 
bvut«n  biiD,  Bind  if  woiindin;:  bcmith  t  Lutt«r  (i>r  ttag^^or)  and  tbroninf 
berdDnntu  duud  "unr/rr  iht  mittnkrii  nntian  ihnt  the  yiiSl  aj'  her  iametrmt 
UeoJ  trovlil  lie  on  Ikf  hctd  vf  hi*  furmyC'  Mii«(is|;bl^n'*  It«^i«rta,  coL  i„  p,540> 
In  183^,  BlIinda.Kt  Mounihiiliibiid,  wbo  bad  L-ngaxied  in  ft  violont  qvwfet 
nfluT  •Iiiiikin);.  bruuh'bt  uul  bis  rliiU.  mily  33  day*  nid,  ftnd  killad  bur  by  tlaab- 
iug  lirr  on  Ihn  ({roiitiil  that  hUnpimnent  mrijhtt^ffer  tn cmuffiieMcr.— (NilUBiit 
Adunlut   Hopcirla.  riA.  iiL,  pvl  1   cf  1M3,  |i.  Ul).    Only  »  few  MoatlH 
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Tliis  U  «  common  crime  in  the  North- AVest  Provinces. 

In  August  1SS4,  a  Uiodu  womao  at  Jaunporc,  droTQcd  lier 
female  cliilil,  a  rear  and  u  half  old,  iu  an  iudarn,  njiparcutly  to 
revenge  licrwlf  upou  iicr  blisliaud  wlio  had  slnpjiinl  her  faco.* 

MuHsamat  Neemia  drowned  her  child  three  ycar«  old  iu  » 
Jtua  tank,  without  any  discorerahle  motive.  The  case  was 
Tcrj  carefully  weighed  by  the  Judges  of  both  Courts.  No 
suspicion  vhntevcr  of  insanity  existed.  About  a  month  pre- 
viously to  the  murder,  ahc  hccame  the  mother  of  auothcr 
infant.  It  vas  doubted  whethur  ahc  had  been  the  subject  of 
puerperal  fever  (Mania?)  but  the  relatives  stated  her  to 
have  haea  iu  good  health  at  the  time,  and  about  her  usual 
work.  (She  may  have  been  appiu-cntly  in  good  bodily  health 
and  yet  have  suffered  from  puerperal  Mauia,]  she  was  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  for  lifo-f 

tinpp,  a  Kindn.  at  Shnjttumpnro  mtirdercd  hia  Hife,  a  cliilil  only  'Ighl  ^r« 
aLd,  wUik  »h*  «m  ■luo}Hair,  Ut  wronKO  hinii«lf  upon  bu  folbi-r-in-lnir. — 
(KiBwniit  AilawIutKoporU  TX.  V.  P.,  AiiKiixt  \»:it,  p.  sa2.)  In  I8U,  » 
wimiaD  of  Tippernli  iivlioap  huKlwnil  hitil  murrieil  a  aceonil  wifir,  which  1m1  til 
^oimtaiit  di«f>ntoE,  iMnr-1iide<l  an  alttMrntiixi  by  rvtiirnlng  to  bor  Tftna  nnd 
murderiiig  bor  own  rhilt)  u  it  U/  a4livii  upon  licr  boiom.^lVitico  Itoport, 
L.  Vtor'uiet!*,  Idi&,  {>.  *0.)  S<>«kln(>  three  vci-yrMDkrkalilciiuUncvs  of  homi- 
cide cominiltitti  iipdn  tlii*  jirj[iH|ilc>.  hy  Brnlmiin*,  tciuani  ilit!  cud  of  lut  ivn- 
iury,  in  Sir  J.  i>li«rv's  pa|)vr  "on  Som*  ExtnonliiMrj*  Foi-b,  CubI'ihu.  and 
Prnfiiveiuf  tho  [lliidut^"  Atlntlp  Itnfmirhcs.  in),  it.,  p.  316.  Sr)tne  mitigBiian 
oflhcMCrinicsniaj,  posiblvibc  round  in  lliaKix«*  ij^norancc  anil  mpcntiliun 
out  vt  trhii-li  tbry  (t'""!.  '  ^"^  "'*  palliation  of  tliiH  kieA  vmi  l»  ailmilUNl  in 
tbo  eaa*  of  a  MuMulmaun  wuioaii,  who  wa«  iwnUnccd,  iipun  bpr  onn  itiafca- 
•Itm.  Kl  Beerliliooin,  in  IMl,  fur  tniirURriiii;  hot  dviir  tnil  diunb  «oii,  aged  S 
jtM*.  \iy  cultiiiE  hi»  Uimt  vitb  m  bAaltt€,  or  vuanc  knife,  aail  throwiu^  him 
into  a  tuttt,  with  an  arawcd  dastra  of  bringing  a  (alM  acvusallon  of  miinl^r 
a^piiiist  hnr  paranaur,  wba  IukI  abaaaloosd  ban — (h'iuuuut  Adawlul  It^urU, 
Tol.  i.  L>f  ixi-ii,]!.  ^\i.) 

*  KizauiuL  Adawhii  Rapatta,  IT.  W.  P.,  fur  the-  alMitr  daC*.  p.  3i».  Sc« 
aUfr  Kiaamul  Adatrlut  Ropona,  rol.  li.,  p.  375.  (A  woiuati  in  ■  Budikn  Ut  uf 
passion,  liirew  her  child  into  a  well,  whrrr  ii  wa*  druwunl.) 

t  Niuiaut  Adawlvt  BciwrU.  IT,  W.  P.,  $Ui  Jaaasrj  UM,  p.  I «. 
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Hussamat  Guadawa,  of  Jaunpore,  having  been  abnsed  and 
beaten  by  ber  husband,  she  left  his  house  and  threw  her  son, 
a  child  of  two,  into  a  ffell,  where  he  was  drowoed.* 

Shortly  afterwards  Mussamat  Munnee,  of  Allygurh^  haTiag 
quarrelled  with  her  husband,  murdered  her  daughterj  aged 
two  years,  by  throwiug  her  into  a  tank.t 

Id  that  part  of  the  country  also  women  thus  ill-used  or 
offended  very  frequently  throw  themselves  aud  their  infants 
into  wells.  The  females  are  often  rescued — the  children 
generally  perish. 

Mussamat  Disoonee,  of  Jannpore,  had  a  quarrel  with 
another  woman,  (the  females  had  been  intriguing  with  each 
other's  husbands,)  and  threw  herself  into  a  well  with  her 
gir],  a  mouth  old,  in  her  arms.  She  was  taken  out  alirej  bat 
the  child  perished.  The  next  day,  the  other  woman  also 
threw  herself  into  a  well,  but  was  brought  out  living.J 

A  remarkable  case  of  suicide  and  murder  occurred  at 
Rungpore  in  1854.  It  appeared  that  two  sisters-in-law, 
Musaamatans  Kaootrance  and  Paubee,  whose  husbands  ill- 
treated  them,  went  at  midnight  to  a  tank,  carrying  with  them 
the  infant  of  the  former,  twelve  months  old.  One  or  other 
of  them  cut  the  child's  throat,  both  then  threw  themselvea 
into  the  water.  Panbce  was  drowned  ;  the  other's  heart  failed 
her,  and  she  crept  out.§ 

Mussamat  Rabee,  a  Mahratta,  of  Saugor,  exasperated  in 
a  dispute  with  another  female  about  a  trifling  debt,  jumped 
after  dark  into  a  well,  with  her  iufant,  aged  eighteen  months, 
in  her  arms.  She  was  extricated  alire,  her  infant  was 
drowned.  II 


•  Kiumut  Adawlut  Reports,  N.  W.  P-,  IGth  July  1853,  p.  871. 

t  Ibid,  18th  October  1853,  p.  I3U1. 

J  /All/,  loth  Deceinbor  185-J,  p.  I4C9. 

§  Nizamut  Adawlut  Reports,  2Sth  October    1854,  p.  521. 

II  Niiamut  Adawlut  Keporta,  If.  W.  P.,  4lh  May  1852,  p.  392. 
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Oiireebiaon,  of  Aeimgnrh,  on  being  abused  by  her  hm- 
baod  for  not  hnrinv  hia  footl  rcfldr,  ran  vrith  her  infant  in 
her  arms  to  a  brick  well,  and  tbicw  herself  and  child  into 
it.  As  she  fi^ll,  tbc  child  Hlippcd  out  of  her  urma  And  vaa 
drowned,  but  the  villngcrs  hcaria^;  her  cries,  came  and  rescu- 
ed her.* 

Mussamat  Doorga,  of  Muttra,  enraged  at  being  refased 
food  hj  her  mother,  left  the  house  and  threw  herself  anj 
her  infant  girl  into  a  well.  She  herself  was  brought  out 
alive,  and  apparently  uninjured.    The  child  vm  drowued.f 

Mussamat  Nawuloca,  of  Muttra,  quarrelled  willi  licr  hus- 
band's brother,  and  threw  herself  into  a  well,  where  tliere 
fraa  deep  water,  with  bcr  infant  daughter.  She  supported 
herself  by  swimming,  but  the  infant  was  drowned.^ 

Children  are  often  Drovmed/or  the  sake  vf  their  Ornaments. 
—In  1806,  a  Brahmin  of  Alligurh  was  found  guilty,  upou 
liis  own  confession,  of  murdering  two  children,  by  throwing 
them  into  a  well,  after  robbing  them  of  their  ornaments.^ 

Adults  are  not  vertf  unfrequmti^  Drowned  in  U^eUs, 

In  1851,  a  Hindu  was  sentenced  to  death,  at  Pnrneah,  for 
iilling  hia  wife  by  throwing  her  into  a  well.     The  darogah 


•  NitUDDL  Adbwlal  Beptirli,  N.W.P.,  eUi  July  1853,  p.  8a». 
t  lliiii,  3rd  Marph  1855,  p.  302. 

J  IltitI,  I  Itb  NovmhIkt  IflS*.  p.  au4.  Sen  »isa  Nttojnut  Ads-wlut  R#|tortf, 
«ill.p.»,  (Amo[lwr«>BHM*dortbrowingli«»»lfMMi  lier  two  chilJren 
inia  a  wall,  oanttng  tb»  d«Mli  «f  ibejrouiigtr  chUd.  apjMnviulj'  unilcr  th« 
iiifliianMofraild«Bangfr,«XBttadb7Uik]t«H&llDn  niili  her  htuband.) 

§  Macn«;;hlea's  Rcportu,  vol.  i.,  p.  102.  Sm  ako  B«poru  of  H.  W-  P. 
25th  February  US3.  p.  1S3.  (A  boy  cf  six  robbed  ud  drownwJ.)— /iitf. 
lrtn»c«mb»rl8S2,  p.  14S3.  (Abojof  n!n«  mftda  aira;  trith  in  tb«  uuc 
lunner.)  Ibid,  fitb  October  1853.  p.  I26i.~(_\  ilmilAr  cMo.)  p.  jje.  and 
fur  Jul;  I8M,  pp.  II  md  34,  (Iijf  ■,  boy  tao  i«-  tK-«lT«  >«»»  of  ag«) 
In  Ausust  18S4i  ttiJt  p.  MS,  a  man  anni«nccd  (or  ihmning  his  n^wly. 
mftrrit^  wife,  a  child  of  mglit  or  tiino  jurs,  into  ■  well,  iftej  kaving 
slrlpiH^  oiriiprcloiliniaiu)  ornamcata— NiHuuui  Aclanltu  Jkporta,  fol.  tv. 
pp.  59.  19S.  893. 
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reported  that,  upon  raising  the  corpse  out  of  the  well,  in 
which  there  were  six  feet  of  water,  it  exhibited  a  black 
miu-k,  as  if  from  the  blow  of  a  luttee,  ou  her  right  lude  ; 
another  on  the  right  fore-arnt]  as  if  from  drawing  a  cord; 
a  third,  eight  fiDgere  lu  length,  irom  the  top  of  the  shoulder 
to  the  neck,  upparcntly  the  brand  of  a  hot  iron ;  a  fourth, 
aUo  of  a  burn,  from  the  throat,  extending  over  the  nhouider, , 
fourteen  fingers  long.l' 

Again,  in  1852,  a  Hindu  of  Shahabad,  was  teotenced  for' 
haring  murdered  a  boy  four  or  five  years  of  age,  and  fori 
having  attempted  the  life  of  the  child's  mother,  by  throi 
them  into  a  large  well  about  35  feet  decp.f 

Doojah,  of  Shnjehanporc,  confessed  that,  finding  his  elder 
brother's  wife  in  criminal  connexion  with  a  person  named, 
he  pursued  her  and  threw  her  into  a  well,  where  she  was^ 

drowned.} 

It  was  lately  reported  that  a  natire  woman  had  fallen  into ' 
a  well  in  Calcutta,  and  had  drawn  iu  aad  drowned  a  saaui 
who  attempted  to  ttare  her. 

The  reports  of  the  North-West  Provinces  are  replete  with 
■iistauce«  iu  which  persons  have  been  Murtlertd  and  Thrown 
into  U'eUs,  and  many  hare  been  cited  iu  this  Mnnuftl-  This,  we 
have  already  seen,  wasaCrcqueat  practice  among  the Thuga.§ 


*  Kiumut  A<1awIui  R«poTU.  rot.  L  of  ISSI,  ^  ISIS, 
t  Ibid,  rol.  ii„  p.  2  or  I9It2,  p.  hW. 

%  NizuDul  AdftwlaC  Reporta.  TX.  W.  P.,  I^th  April  \9i*,  p.  424.  Sw  i 
T.  R.,  L.  Pruviiicvs,  IS44,  p.  I»,  (*,  reputed  nitvb  Utroini  down  a  wall),     /j 
fiir  1849,  p.  IV,  (» iriiard  trcMiiecl  in  liko  in>TMu<r). 

%  8m  P«c«  H,  la  kdilitiuu  l4  Ibu  cxata  iu  which  Lh«  bodiM  «f  umt4mni. 
p«Ts(Hu  K*r«  tbroirn  into  wnlla,  wlik'b  wpn?  itn4>rvnir<la  HUod  up.  jm  two 
Mbirr*.  ttiumuT  Adafrlut  Repum,  TX.'W.  P..  latb  KoTembcr,  IdM,  p>  Tlt« 
ftnd  TuIiQe  Rvp^irt,  L.  P.,  1845,  p.  31.  Col.  Sl«e>n»i  n>i-Btloiki  ihnt,  dnring 
ihemrciiyof  isas.  thi^  bodiaa  of  two  bunilml  people  la  k  tillMKe  in  %h» 
•luanpuru  Diurict  mr*  thnrwii  inlo  vav  Unc*  w«U  which  naa  ttiMi  eloMd* 
For  ftddititMikl  aw*  of  penuiu  luuiUitriid  luid  Uien  lUnnvn  lata  wtUi,  Sm, 


IN    BBNGAI.   AWD   TOE    H.    W.    TBOVIHCCS. 

It  docs  not  appear  thnt,  in  tiilling  into  tliesc  wctls,  the 
bodies  of  the  victima  generally  receive  fractures,  or  other 
very  severe  injuries,  which  might  load  to  doubt  in  the  Sur* 
gcoa'a  mind  with  re^rd  to  the  cause  of  death.  There  are 
two  kinds  of  wells, — the  ku^,  or  well  of  small  dinraetcr,  and 
the  wide-mouthed  well  or  bricked  reservoir  (indar&.)  The 
bodies  of  those  who  fall  or  are  thrown  into  the  former  are, 
of  course,  more  likely  to  present  traces  of  contusion,  &c. 
Where,  however,  a  dead  body  or  an  infant  is  merely  dropped 
in  head  foremost,  and  ia  not  thrown  with  n  forward  impulse, 
no  injury  beyond  thouc  received  by  contact  with  the  water 
can  be  expected  to  result  from  the  perpendicular  fall.* 

A  few  months  tiucc  I  was  sent  for  to  see  the  remains  of  an 
European,  who  had  fallen  head  foremost  into  a  well  in  the 
yard  of  a  reputable  inn,  near  Cnlcutta.  He  had  drank  rather 
freely,  and  led  the  billiard  table  where  he  had  been  playing  at 
night,  making  his  way  to  a  corner  of  the  compound  where  the 
well  was.  The  mouth  of  tlic  well  was  about  four  feet  across, 
and  was  surrounded  by  a  parapet  about  a  cubit  above  the 
ground.  He  appeared  to  have  stumbled  upon  this  low  para- 
pet, and  to  have  struck  bis  forehead  upon  the  sharp  edge  of 
the  opposite  margin  of  tlie  mouth  of  the  well.  He  was 
found  almost  immediately  afterwards,  hia  head  and  shoulders 
immersed  in  the  shallow  water  and  the  mud.  He  was 
brought  up  yuite  dead,  the  stunning  blow  on  the  head  and 
the  position  of  the  body  having,  doubtless,  hastened  suffoca- 


KiiMnul  Adawlut  RotMrta,  ft.  W-  P-.  92ad  S^ptotnticr  18S3,  p.  1004.  (A 
|iiiriu>n  killul  by  fraetim  of  tke  akuU  tod  tbruwn  int«  &  vi^ll.)  and  lh«  lit 
}]0vginbrr  r»lla<wiDg,  p.  IS77.  (A  woiuii'a  boad  twiog  «<T«reiJ.  ibe  liodjr  caat 
ioloa  well.) 

*  U»gl«lrat«»  n»y  compel  ibi>  cnntan  of  Mnka  or  wdUi  mI}hmi1  lo  utj 
pnUlc  therongkbro  tA  f<t»r  Ubm  in  inch  •  muuM  u  to  pr«t<nt  rfaiifw, 
Pfflieo  OScora  tr«  U)  luctiUln,  from  um«  to  Limr,  lb*  ■!•(«  of  inbUo  v«ll* 
vilhoul  propriiiitir*,  and  lotvport  when  ttivjr  aro  ui«cFure,  wiik  •  tUUniaal 
gf  (he  axpmu  required  to  inakv  thmi  UKun.    BMufurt,  14ST  and  Ilea. 


y 
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tioD.  It  in  BingiiUr  tliat,  among  tlic  maoj  recorded  case* 
which  I  h&vc  rend  of  pcrsous  bciug  thrown  into  wet  wells 
Up-conutry,  I  hare  only  been  able  to  iiud  one  iu  which  it 
appBitred  that  severe  injury  was  uotieed  to  b».re  resulted  from 
the  fall.*  Here,  a  boy  having  been  robbed  of  his  ornament* 
and  thro'n'n  into  a  wuU,  the  witncaecs  observed  a  scar  on  the 
Lend,  nhicU  whs  considered  to  be  owing  to  the  body  baviug 
struck  ugatuitt  the  sides  of  the  well.  The  Surgeoo,  boverer, 
stilted  that  death  was  owing  to  ttuffocntion  by  droirntiig,  and 
that  he  did  not  cbscrvc  any  external  signs  of  \iolence.t 

In  unothcr  cnsc,  a  boy  of  eleven,  robbed  of  his  orunmonti 
and  thrown  into  a  well,  was  drawn  Up  severely  bruised,  and 
with  hta  arm  broken.  It  is  not  mentioned,  howcvcrj  trhetlier 
the  well  WHS  wet  or  dry.^ 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Ucports  contain  nunierong  remark- 
able iostauces  in  which  persons  thrown  into  wells  irere 
prcterrcd  nhnoat  unhurt.^ 


*  A  boy  of  Un,  who  wm  tobb«d  of  hiii  ornani*nu  Knd  tlirown  into  a  Jry 
woll.  WM  liillml  by  Tractura  of  thasliull.— liiuuout  Ailnnlut  Ruports,  JS.  W. 
P.,  S«i>tomL*rT  Itt  ISM,  p.  ICOe. 

t  HLumut  AiUwInt  Knju^rU.  N.  W.  P.,  OctolK>T  »ll>  1853,  p.  ISAS. 
t  JiU,  Fetiy.  31a[  1»31,  p.  12S. 
§  Bt»  PolicG  Bepmt.  L.  P..  I«4P.  p.  9.  <A  boy  thrown  Into  a  wall  bj 
a  rabbor,  »ci*o(l » tivc  grovrliig  uut  of  iho  brvcfc-work  of  the  n-i^il,  9(.-rcaiiMi(l 
for  h*lp,  »nd  vtm  rcMued,— Nitflmut  Adsirlol  Ropurtcs  K.  W.  P.,  Svpt^m- 
ber  3nl  ISSS,  p.  1 1 13,  (An  old  triiman  rubbpd  of  her  omunonls  and  Uinjwa 
intQ  a  wstU  The  water  beiii;;  unuqually  <lvcp,  iho  ctcapci.J—JUJ,  Oclobar 
3rd.  vf  Uw  tame  year,  p.  13:^8.  <A  bo^  ot  [wi>lii>  robbtnt  and  thrown  into  a 
w«ll.  Tho  Ihiaf  threw  a  buaxy  Htick  duwu  u  iuia,  this  the  child  aocideBteQj 
Mis*d.waiiuppoTtedliy  [(.aniiiaml,)— /AiW,  Ont'ibnrard.  p.  llltH.  (Ahump- 
b«i:kint  ninn,  whilo  ttloo[Hiig  orcr  the  brink  of  u  well,  waii  puahcil  ia  froni  be. 
liind  Iln  ft'll  hend  foreraait.  Tha  wsur  wtu  deep,  but  h«  got  upon  tbo 
woadeo  frDamrork  or  wall,  which  encircled  tho  water  and  suppotted  tli« 
•iden,  wlwtnoa  ha  wu  reinued,)— /iij,  .tunuaTy  Hth  l»i4,  p.  aft.  (A  giri  of 
twdro,  hwlng  been  rabbod  of  hnr  neclilnc*'  wu  puihedinlo  ft  welt.  Sh» 
•nnk,  )iiit  niing  AgAin,  fhmg  in  Bomi'  ahrulis  snd  »(«ds  girown^  out  of  tlie 
■Uca  of  Ihc  mud  until  *b«  nta  rv>cu«d.>—/W,  Mareli  33r>]  1836.  p.  381.     (A 
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IN    SBNOll.  AND  THE   H.   W.  Yftff\'tNCR9. 

Allusion  lias  already  been  made  to  the  frequent  commU- 
Bioa  of  deliberate  murder  by  children  of  tender  years. 

TUc  foUowiag  cnscs  of  Uruwuiug  by  youug  girls,  require 
more  especial  notice  ]iere> 

In  IHIO,  one  Mussumut  Odlianenb,  a  girl  only  nine  ycnrs 
niid  four  luoutba  old,  irns  convicted,  at  Alligiirli,  of  Laving 
drowned  a  cliild  in  n  utillab  not  mure  tlinu  a  span  deep,  and 
for  atcaliiig  tbc  ornameuts  worn  by  the  deceased.* 

lu  1853,  a  married  Hindu  giil,  of  Uooglily,  "  only  tvclro 
or  tliirtcen  years  old/'  iraa  left  by  licrsclf  in  charge  of  an 
iufuiit  a  month  old.  The  mother  of  tbe  iufaut  not  return- 
ing when  sbe  was  expected,  tbe  girl  appears  to  liave  carried 
tbe  child  about  four  miles,  and  vas  seen  on  the  way  patting 
it  uud  endeavouring  to  sootbc  it.  Its  body  vas  aftervanla 
found  in  n  tnuk,  without  any  traces  of  blows,  haviug  evident- 
ly died  from  drowning.     It  waa  thought  probable  that,  in 

wacnan  of  eighty.  travL-lling  willk  too  ucu  wbo  curriMl  lior  propvrtj.  wu  told 
to  look  iDtu  •  brick  w«U,  wlicr«  iibe  V(>itld  mo  the  deity  Sbco.  Sbe  did  ao  Mid 
wuihroMnin.  Sho  furrunately  dunj^ioa  briirkuiid  tiipportedlitinvirtii  ihs 
mtor,  which  wn»  oiphtcvn  kn  drop,) — tf/id,  July  Uh  18H,  p.  6^3.  (A  foebla 
ironiu,auiing henelfta  beaded 80 or  laoyKixrubbodAr  her  ornuncnt*  umI 
ihronn  iniA  a  well,  Ritpportod  by  clinging  M  tho  hmncb  of  s  tTc^.J—tbiJ, 
Minh  'Mnh,  orMEDP  yc«r.  (A  girl  et  t»n  waa  rablMd  of  h»r  omunenu  and 
thiown  inlu  a  wnll.  The  wat«r  was  t«n  i^utiiu  dH«p,  bnl  lh«  bore  bvin;  tttrj 
nwrow,  "  thf  child  ilruck  bvims  il  by  bpr  nhvuld«n  "nd  Tml,  hue  b»ck  only 
gsuing  wot."  The  wiutOMM.  bowoTcr.  lUud  ih&t.  wbaa  *bB  wu  gut  up,  ab* 
WD*  iBtcntlbl*,  Mid  did  Dot  rvcoicr  till  ib«  had  been  wMrmed  bafora  Ibv 
Ciri/.y—flnJ,  Orlober  Xlnd  185S.  (A  ^'rl  uf  eight  wm  piiindpr<>il»rb<>r  orna- 
nictit*.  bad  ■  handk«rcbi«f  tied  round  bcr  n«ck,  and  mta  dropped  iiito  a  nvU, 
"but  tbw  knot  had  bovD  nabwiwd  b;  ifae  watrr,"  [7]  g  "anil,  wbnth^r  awuig 
U)  ihe  ftlr  in  the  hnndkcrehief  and  olotbt»,or  whether  ibe  child,  in  b«TaiuiplI- 
«itj,  being  not  awara  of  bor  danger  of  dronninf;,  plaf^d  h«ni>lf  on  h(T  bark, 
»ho  did  n»i  sink,  anil  wa*  branght  np.  uDinJiircd.J— fii<f.  May  l&ik  I8A4, 
p.  MO.  (A  woman  thrown  into  a  ncll  bj  bcr  paratnoiur,  Mv*d  by  clinging  to 
a  brick.)  It  b  Kunewbcro  mcnliored  of  Jung  Bahadnor,  I  b«licTe  by  Mr. 
Oliphnnl,  iLal,  awar*  uf  a  tiutom  nhi-ch  lh«  Nvi>aulc)c  haic  of  drupping  p«o|>lo 
into  wtilla,  hr  pmt-tuNl  th«  nrt  of  railing  into  thntp  rei«nx)ira  wilb  impunity. 
*  Ustnagh ten's  HcpOTia,  vol.  i.,  p.  tl3,  preiioiuly  cited. 
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her  irearintss  und  despnir  at  tlie  infant's  fretfulneM, 
liiid  throvD  it  into  the  tank.    The  child  hiul  not  won  u; 
ornamenta.* 

Drowning  by  Homicidal  Violence  ia  by  no  mesas  ao  nn 
ftn  occurrence  uuv  aa  it  appears  to  have  been  in  the  tin 
of  the  Mossulmaun  Law-giver -t 

In  1853,  a  Hindu  woman  of  "0,  and  a  boy  of  tenortvdn 
jreara,  were  convictod  of  liaTing  ttitled  a  child  of  eight  Tnri 
old  in  n  shallow  ditch,  (probabW  by  placing  a  hand  vrtr  bis 
niouth  and  nose  and  siukiug  bim  in  tbo  water,)  and  nAM 
him   of  his  ornaments.     The   Medical    Officer  found,  "lie 
luugs  (liateuiled  with  air,  the  blood.vcaaels  gorgedj  and  tk 
right  ude  of  the  heart  fall  of  blood,"  whenca  be  dednnd 
that  the  death  was  a  violent  one,  and  was    probably  eiBiel 
by  suffocation,  but  the  decomposed  state  of  the   body  pr»- 
Tented  certainty.    There  were  no  eitcrn&l    znarka  of  ntf* 
lence.} 


■  Niiunat  Ailavlut  It^porU,  toI.  li.,  p«n  i  of  I8SS,  p.  497. 

t  Tlia  ordinl  of  mtxtvud  Wiu;bmi  hy  Wal«r,  bv  the  RMJpoat . 
dMaPtMUUnlioit  itt  lUiMtMliiin  of  Ihin  >ubjc«L  Tha  rule*,  wbicli  mpftmt» 
bccafTied  oiil  with  »  preclilan  which  would  hare  drlightvd  llophm  d* 
Wiwb  ViaAtT,  •»  dMcribed  m  follftwii  by  ft  writer  In  tiw  G«ai  lodiui  Aiwj 
Uaguiti' fur  OcU'bnr  in.*)*.— ""Thr  satp^rtnd  fwnon  i<  cvmGood  q>  tolSt 
BKlt  in  vn«  Bide  vfa  cummon  uanras  p&ck-uddlc,  aoil  in  tb«  oUtcr  Mt  BV 
•ewn  apcwo  and  •  half  cnkpi  of  cow.diiiis  ;  ibp  wbnl»  U  ni>ir  throvaiaWa 
iecf\  fiiiol,  «t)il,  abuuld  tliu  unrortnoale  wuman  link,  itUu  is  untimttwa  wJl 
Iral,  if  *h*  unrurtimauly  fltati,  ahs  aidhn  lh«i  hul  panilt^  of  b*r  muffftrntt 
ttmo.  A  itiil  man  end  ordont  »  fer  a  ibmi  %a  Ang  llw  womaa  iaw  dwt 
vrM*r,  wti«r*  b«  iiipiKiru  bioiMlf  b^  til*  lU  of  a  axnttg  bwsb-v>,  ukothar  ff 
tnn  (ID  Utn  bank  fin*  »a  ■rrow,  uid,  tin  iM  leafing  Ihn  bow,  ilie  uun  tnw  ■ 
tlin  wuiuan't  Lack  and  piVBMe  bvr  ui>d4>r ;  if  >lie  cuntinuei  b^loir  (1m  mlN 
nniil  Uia  amiw  ii  brouKht  back  to  tli»  aRbirr,  aba  hi  do  witch  i  !>■%  tlMaU 
hvr  ilrumclM  or  an;-  accident  brios  hfx  lu'  thu  aurbc«  bvfixv  that  timmt  ^ 
ja  cimtidrred  piiUj,  and  ad<U  onnmori!  victim  u>  the  number  axcrMMKl  ta  Ml 
daadlr  ■operMitian.*'  Tbia  ia  alto  a  BnuKUee  moda  «f  ordeaL — Wnnl  nl.  U 
£d.of  1912,  p.  AS. 

J  Niuuau't  Adiwiul  Rirportt.  tuI.  iii.,  put   1  of  isi3,  p.  SSa.     Sm   aba 
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In  184<),  a  woman  and  her  pRramonr  were  conilcmned, 
OU  their  owu  cvufusnion,  for  the  murder  of  the  former's  hus- 
band, having  tniated  bis  cloth  round  tiis  mouttij  snd  killed 
or  drowned  him  in  n  ditch  coatniniiig  three  focC  of  iratcr> 
the  dccciiscd  Imng  a  weak  mau,* 

Three  boys  driviog  their  cattle  into  the  Soane  for  water, 
saw  a  person,  who  was  afterwards  proved  to  he  a  bad  charac- 
ter and  a  thief,  lay  hold  of  a  trnreller  id  the  midst  of  a  piece 
of  dead  water,  and,  trijiping  hint  up,  bold  him  under  till 
life  waH  extinct.t 

A  Knjshahyc  mun  confessed  that,  havinf^  nbdncted  ft  mar- 
ried woman,  he  eat  dowu  with  her  on  the  river  Bide,  and 
she  refused  to  accompaoT  hiu  rtu-tlier— sajing  that,  if  bo 
accompnoicd  her  to  her  father's  house,  the  inmates  would 
not  receive  her;  if  she  became  a  boistumee,  aud  went  with 
him  he  would  deaert  her  as  800U  an  his  wife  was  old 
enough  to  cohabit  with  him ;  and  that,  if  she  TCtUTDcd 
homo,  her  husband  would  cut  off  her  hair  and  nose.  He 
waa  to  g,o  by  himself, — n»  for  her  it  was  better  she  Hhoutd 
die.  That,  not  being  able  to  persuade  her  to  go  on,  and, 
on  her  8a;ying  that  he  mi^ht  strike  or  kill  fmarj  her,  he 
got  angrr,  seized  her  by  the  hand,  and,  draf^^ing  her  to 
the  river,  forced  her  into  the  water,  in  a  place  where  the 
depth  was  up  to  the  knees,  and  with  his  left  baud  held  her 
hair,  aud  with  the  right  on  the  back  of  her  neck  kept  her 
hcAd  under  water  till  she  died.  He  then  lifted  up  Ler  body, 
and,  finding  that  she  hud  censed  to  breathe,  fae  left  the  corpae 
in  the  water  and  went  home — taking  with  him  her  orna- 
ments and  the  things  she  bad  given  him.^ 


nmilu  cuoa— S[i«cn«)clilcn'>   Ri-porta,   ml.   i.,  p.  76,  snil  Niwnut  Adsvlut 
lUporU,  ««L  iii>.  p«rl  1,  p.  197. 

*  NiiBiaal  Ailatrliit  Raporl*.  roL  tij.,  p)it  1,  p.  192. 
t   Pfliw  Report.  I-  P..  t-it  I8«,  p.  13- 
J  Niutmul  AdkHlut  lUporU.  3uib  Nunrabcr  1U4,  f.  694. 
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A  mnu  oF  Bnrnset,  walking  niong  the  banivs  of  tlio  rirer 
witb  n  person  who  had  seduced  the  wifi;  of  one  of  hia  relatives, 
drngged  him  inU)  tlie  wnter^  and  Iteld  liin  head  uuder  nntil 
he  was  dead.* 

A  Sylhet  man  huTing  had  intercourse  vitU  ftnother's 
mistrcaa,  the  injured  peraoQ  w&ylaid  him  on  the  bftuka  of  ■ 
jhecl,  and,  aided  by  others,  bound  him  hand  and  foot  and 
threw  him  in.f 

Several  persons  of  Jaunpore,  were  cnpitally  sentenced  for 
murdering  two  men,  one  of  whom  they  severely  itoundcd 
and  then  bound  nnd  threw  into  a  nuliaA-X 

Mussamnt  Mykecn,  of  Shahjchanpore,  was  cODrieted  of 
the  murder  of  a  girl  ten  years  of  age,  by  drowning  her, 
after  tying  her  hnuda  with  a  rope  made  of  bukhela  grass, 
after  which  she  took  the  silver  ornAraents  from  the  body.§ 

Cftscs  nrc  of  rather  frequent  oecun-ence  in  IJcngnl,  in  which 
persons  are  knocked  down  either  in  the  shalloir  water  of 
irrigated  or  flooded  paddy  ficlda,  or  m  the  small  pools  which 
so  ahound  over  the  wliolc  country,  and  die  either  from  the 
effects  of  the  blow,  or  from  Drowning  while  in  n  stunned 
condition.  More  than  one  of  these  cases  was  brought  to  me 
for  investigation  at  Chittagong,  hut  the  bodies  were  so  tuuch 
dccompoBcd,  that  1  could  form  no  opiuiuu  from  them  of  the 
cause  of  deuth. — Two  cUuprnsaics  attached  to  the  G.  T. 
Survey  began  to  catch  fish  in  a  hole,  about  eight  feet  »f|nare, 
with  a  foot  and  a  half  or  two  feet  of  water  in  it,  the  surfaeo 
of  the  water  was  about  the  same  depth  helow  the  level  of  the 
ground,  aud  a  small  bund  of  the  earth  thrown  out  rose  about 
the  same  height  at  the  edge.  The  owner  of  tbc  pool  inter* 
fcrcd  with  them.  One  of  them  struck  the  man  with  %  cane 
atickj  the  other  with  kia  liaad,  and  knocked  bim  into  the 


4 
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*   NiEanitit  Adnwlul  nepurtJ;,  IS3«.  p.  63.         t  '*«'.  '***,  p.  35, 
t  KiuMuut  AdoTvIut  B«pom,  N.  W.  P^  5Ui  Auj-usl  I8M,  p.  995. 
)  Ihiif,  itth  Kovrmlior  18&4,  p.  7U. 
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iiolc.  Several  very  uDintclligeQt  witnesses  saw  tlie  occur- 
rence, find  Atatc<l  tlint  the  chupruaaie^  held  tlic  old  tnnn 
down  Tvitli  Ihcir  luttces ; — riintiiugii{i,  they  saw  the  chitpratslcs 
take  the  man  out  in  a  dying  atate.  Tlie  AsKistant  Surveyor 
considered  it  impossible  for  n  mna  to  be  drowned  in  tho 
hole  by  two  others  holding  him  down  with  the  cnnos  {iro* 
daccd  in  court.  The  medieni  officer  found  the  body  too 
much  decomposed  for  examination.  Tlie  only  fact  proved, 
therefore,  was  that  the  deceased  was  struck,  fell  into  the 
pool  and  died.* 

It  by  uo  menns  very  rarely  happens  in  this  country,  that 
persons  arc  more  or  less  completely  Slrangled,  and  then 
Ihroum  into  weUs  or  lank*.  Cases  of  this  kind  may,  of 
c«iu-*e,  call  for  very  careful  discrimination  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  jurist. — Chyctuuuo,Chri3tiau,audMussamatDuu;;uu 
Mullah,  of  Backergungc,  were  sentenced  for  the  murder  of  a 
girl  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  married  about  a  year  previoiislr,  to 
the  male  prisoner,  who  had  for  some  time  cohabited  with  the 
female  prisoner,  Ids  brother's  widow  ;  each  of  the  prisoners 
accused  the  other  of  thtotlliug  the  poor  child,  whose  body 
wua  found  in  a  hole  with  shallow  water.  The  mouth  was 
full  of  blood,  blood  issued  from  the  nose,  and  those  who 
observed  the  body,  saw  black  marlca  on  either  side  of  the 
gullet.  The  medical  oOiccr  received  Ibe  body  when  it  was 
too  putrid  for  cxamination.t 

A  delicate  looking  girl,  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  years  of 
age,  WAS  sentenced  at  Jauupoic  to  imprisonment  for  life,  fur 
strangling  a  young  boy,  the  sou  of  her  hushaud'a  former 
mistress.  The  body  was  found  in  a  well.  There  can  scarcely 
be  a  doubt,  judging  by  the  coufessions  of  the  prisoner,  and 
another  woman  her  accomplice,  that  the  boy's  neck  was 
compressed.     The  Civil  Sargeoa  couBidere<l  that  Im  death 

*  Kiuaut  Adfttvlut  RcfiorU,  Not«inbpr  3rd  ISM,  p.  SU. 
t  Ibal,  tXlober  lllb  18M,  p.  4tl.  • 
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iras  Cfiused  by  Drownmg ;  tlin  hoy  tniglit,  he  tbonglit,  Iiarc 
l)(;en  thrown  into  tlio  well  before  be  was  qiiite  doftd.* 

Ill  n  country  travcrscil  by  many  large  and  rnpid  rircn, 
into  wliich  it  is  cintoniary  to  throw  the  corpsirs  of  a 
Inrgo  [iroportion  of  the  poorer  iiih»hit»nta,  it  woald  be 
expected  that  the  hodtcs  of  tnnrdcrcd  persona  wonid 
very  frequently  he  maile  awny  with  in  this  mnnncr.  Doubl- 
less,  tbcrc  occur  mauy  instances  of  the  kiud  which  scrrr 
conic  under  t]io  notice  of  the  niithoritics ;  nnd  *ercnJ 
Es  arc  given  in  the  Reports,  in  vhich  bodies  nae 
lius  dixjioKed  of.  The  recartled  instniices  are  stso  not 
unfreqnent  in  which  tlic  bodies  of  murdered  persooft  hAvc 
been  sunk,  not  only  in  tanks  but  in  rivers,  either  by 
fastening  the  limbs  to  some  weight  at  the  bottoto^f  oi 
by  ntt-iching  to  thrm  bags  of  earth  or  bricks  (stones  not 
being  common  in  Bengal,  J  or  by  tying  large  gurraha  (earth- 
en rtiSiteUj  round  the  neck  or  wnist.^ 


■  tlianrnKt  AdnwliiL  It><|iorta,  N.  W-  ?•,  imauy  fth,  1830,  |x  IS. 

t  NiKnmiii  Adiiwliic  Kopuru,  vi>L  J.  of  ISSl,  p.  601.  And  Uscnaglilca'i 
Boportf,  vul.  ij..  ji.  hui. 

t  Uttaaxul  Ailftwlul  Ik'pcirtii,  fuL  iiL,  purt  1    of  1SS3,  p.   406 and  m 

otiirr  instatices,  Also  Cnlrutla  I'olifc  Itcpurt  fi>r  I8S8.  p.  5,  (bodj  conic  la  ■ 
tank.)— NiMmut  Adnwlut  Itopurta  N.W.  P.,  for  July  ISM,  p.  l1ff,(hoiy 
Btiiik  ill  a  *v\i.) 

^  Cutn  )vpon«(]  bv  Mr.  1  Iiid'hinnnn.  of  Sbaliftbad,  in  IS44.  A  citniUr 
cs»e  liiis  oi-currod  umli-r  inj  own  uoiicn.  Sfff  aUn.^rotin)  Ht'oott,  L.  K, 
1SS&,  p-Tl,  s  man  murdirod  ftnd  hiii  b<^y  «i]dI(  in  tliv  rivtr,  witb  pot* 
flIlMl  tritit  wnLUaatcnud  tulii<t  traiit)  J  bid  Tor  IS4\— (tholxidy  or*  w«nu 
MloT«d  to  hawfetea  uuriii-rvil,  Tuunil  luiik  iii  n  Unk  ititb  |>ota  at  asnli 
fiulen^l  to  it)  NitMDUt  Ailatvlut  Ki»port>.  Dfoi-mln'r  itd.  im,~fJaody  of  > 
uurdctcd  man  fuuud  Hoatiny;  iii  [he  river,  tiic  bunda  and  fcvt  liod  U^tlMf  wilb 
»  ropiy  which  niu  twit^  tied  ruund  iho  nock,  reai-hing  10  Ilic  waist,  wbwr*  il 
yr»»  nlio  UvJ  Iwiuv  muud,  und  a  gafrah  utUi^bitd  tu  it,)  Itiiti,  Um«Ii  S,  1831^  O. 
3(14.— (tho  bbvlGliin  of  a  mtink'rml  miLii  intntl  buqIc  in  a  rlrtf  by  hmmu  of 
kci^Mts  flllbil  with  «auil.)  Miuiiiiit  AiIukIik  Il^-jHiru,  If.  W.  P.,  Jnlva^ 
IBS3.  p.  ;s7,— («  heoillmibMljfriiiind  ID  B  river,  Hlv  luitda  uid  V«i  Iwuud 
n  iUi  ropci,  vaA  fuur  lorgr  gurnih*  stUiL-licd  U>  «isb  it. ) 
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The  fact  of  A  hoiiy  being  found  sunk  iu  a  river  witli  cnrthcn 
Teasels  or  other  wcighta  Mttacheil,  or  »eciiroil  to  a  stiikc, 
eaiuuit  however,  in  the  ahsciice  of  other  entleiiccs  of  ciiuic, 
be  cuusidcred  as  proof  of  humieiilc.  The  butlics  uf  the  pour 
liiodus  are  geiiemlly  sunk  in  thitt  tnaaner.* 

foriocrtj  suicide  was  freqaeutly  committed  ia  thie  mnii- 
ticr;  and,  ullhoLt;b  under  tlic  control  of  our  Government, 
these  prnctices  haw  hccn  grratly  ch>(:cke(l,  still  it  ia  pruUiiblc 
tliat  no  aueieut  superstitious  eustom  has  or  ever  will  becomo 
entirely  extinet  in  India.  If,  however,  a  body  be  found 
sunk  ill  this  manner  in  either  a  tank  ur  a  uvli,  it  mu^t  he 
certain  that  either  murder  or  suicide  has  been  eominittcct. 
1  have  not  met  with  any  iai«tance  in  which  a  t><raon  seeking 
aelf-dcstmctiou  in  one  of  these  re^rvoiis  atlKcbcd  wcight4 
to  his  body.  In  snch  cues  the  ntanucr  in  u  hich  the  rope 
is  tied,  should  be  carefully  scruliiit-^ed.  Iu  ctaiiiiniu^  the 
body  of  awoman  found  sunk  in  a  tank  with  gurrahs  attaehcd 
to  it,  I  felt  coiivinced  that  it  was  ia  the  last  degree  iiU' 


X  WanI  tajr*,  that  the  poor  cf  Drngnl  ^  lliivw  iho  borly  into  (ho  rivur,  ur 
fmiiU'n  il  nith  a  ilake  and  ixtA  bv  lliu  side  oT  tl)t>  riivr.  or  lit'  a  pin  filli>d 
vritb  waior  (o  ibc  \x1A3  itnJ  ^inkii."  Tlic  ■*[■)(?  •TittiuraUUm,  upon  the  suthn- 
rilj  «f  IL  mudern  lliniiu  liiHiorian,  tliat  K»tuni  Alluv  Klian  threw  It«j:>  R^ii- 
<iitllubbeo  uud  bill  aun  into  thu  rlv«r,  with  rowels  of  vnu-.t  fsstaucO  to  Uieir 
necks.  IJ«  alto  mdn lion*  thftt  •  fri«ud  uf  hit  Mw  «ixUi)B  f«iutkU-i  drown 
tlicmivlvM  cw  iiwirRinj!«t  AUnhnLail,  vikIi  but  »  larKf  eui|tijr  i<arihi>n  pui 
■limg  bjr  •  cord  arat  MtlMr  •houidtr  ;  a  brohmui  Kupporud  each  tu  *ho  «rwit 
iiTUT  ibo  kidc  or  Ute  boat,  ui4  licM  her  op  till  riif,  bjr  tumiuK  ibo  pui  iui<kw 
lui'l  liUcd  it,  i>]i«i\  be  let  her  go  and  aho  >uak.  Wlulo  Dr.  KobLtiion  rviiiloil 
•t  [II*  tAuiv  place,  Lnclvi'  nicn  went  in  Ikhu«  la  (tn>arn  tliomaalTM  in  ib»  miua 
ipot,  £«(;li  liitd  B  (liiii'v  vf  bamliu  Viulcnwl  tu  hia  lodj,  ftt  ^acli  L-nd  «f  wfiicU 
Has  &uk|Kiii(lctl  a  lart^  i>arth«n  pan.  \Vlkila  IhuMt  minainoil  i-uij>[y,  (bey 
buojrod  ihcm  upon  tbc  uirfiwi-  i>r  ibr  natcr,  but  cucli  mua  niih  u  rup,  kept 
fiUiop  lh(>  piui6  from  iIid  riror,  and  aa  aoon  ns  thff  woro  full,  ilicjr  draf;it*tl. 
tbcir  (Iciini  to  ihc  botlotn.  Wanl  aWi  rvlitk;>  (Ik  iiiMaiicc  uf  a  dctokc  nlw 
(IniirDL'il  bioisclf  IMU  Nuddea,by  tiitLing  luuucif  in  uud-atream  wttii  paw 
fuatencO  to  bb  neck  and  wauu' 
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pobable  llint  tlie  strong  knots  with  n-liicli  tlie  rope  was  lie 
round  her  waist,  could  have  been  fastened  by  bcnclf. 

A  very  comnion  practice  prcvuils  amoug  criniinnU  in  ttia 
N.  AV.  Pi'oviuccs,  of  rinkviff  bodies  of  murdered  persom 
enveiopcd  in  blankets,  cloths,  and  baffs.  It  irould  appear 
that  the  corpsoJstied  up  to  render  its  courcruncc  more  eaj^y^ 
and  that  it  ia  recklessly  tlirowu  iato  the  water  without 
removing  the  coveriug.  This  unguarded  eourie,  faowerer, 
frequently  Icada  to  detection.* 

There  are  so  msny  exceptions  to  the  rule  that  tUc  bodici 
of  Mussiilmuuua  nrc  buried,  and  that  those  of  tlic  poorer 
Hiudus,  haTing  bocn  parlinlly  consumed  or  scorched,  are 
thrown  into  the  river,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  point  to       i 
any  circumstances  which  should  give  a  suspicions  character  ta^| 
the  discovery  of  the  body  of  an  uukuown  native,  left  on  the 
hank  or  floating  upou  the  surface  of  an  ludinu  river,  unless        \ 
there  were  evidences  of  its  Umbs  having  been  tied  during  life. 
Alt  of  the  very  poorest  natives,  Mussulmauns  as  well  as       I 
Hindus,  dwelling  on  the  banks  of  the  large  rivers,  unheaitat-       ', 
iugly  commit  tlieir  dead  to  the  streaoa,  whenever  thcy  are 
xiuable  to  incur  the  expense  and  trouble  of  burial  or  incre- 

«  N»n^inat  Ailftwlnl  Bt>[iurlj,  If.  "W.   p.,  lULh  FvUruar^  19M,  p.  110— 
CA  mail  boaun    Mid   llirutilMl    lo   domh    hi*    boilj-    li«l   up   In    a  thtat 
ma<l  thrown    into  t.  tank.)  July  20th    1832.  p.   689— <A    mnn  stnngM, 
hiH  body  carried  to  ihu  rirer  wrapped  id  hi*  uwu  itaputfai.y    Ikiit,    Fab- 
nrtry  4  IBM,  p.  155— (A  «jib,d  sUwikW,  his  boJy  nrnppci]  in    hi*  own 
bLiiu]i«t  with  a  Inrgniiitnn^,  KDil  mink  in  ft  nuA/w.)  IhiJ,  Hoy  inh  I853.™ 
(A  mna  UilW  by  iiijurjr  to  ih«  htail,  bia  hniy  tied  up  in  •  eloih  Kiib  a  rl« 
lo  UViiig  il  to  lli«  riri-T.)  /6.V,  July  18  1SS3.  p.  e6fl_(A  nan  MrwoKM, 
cloLbut  ruUwl  ligblly  rcuiwl  Uia  arms  anil  U'b«,  bc-for«  ihrawlnj;  tbu  body  inl 
UieritM.)    /ftW.  Oilobt'r20tli  l»53,p.  lail— <A  girl  UcIictI  l«  dentil,  ih? 
Ituily  Aral  buried,  (hca  <libintt>rm1,  wmpped  In  a  »hcpi  ami  thrnim  int»  «  lanlc,] 
/W.Di'Mml.OTSlh  1853.p.  USi-(Ainan'Blhroalcul,hi9b«ly  wrapped  fai 

a  Uankclnnil  lUniwn  into  airi^ll.)    /W.April  28lli   ISM,  p.  4SI f\ 

Urongied  with  a  cotton  rope,  hi«  hwlj  wrapped  up  In  a  blanket  and  ibro« 
iau  a    wdl.)    /*«/,  JnniiBry  8lh     ISS5.  p.  81— (A  woin&B    sUangUd 
limgcd,  h«T  hwly  placed  in  a  j^-Je  and  thrown  iut«  a  wcJI.J 
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laation.  The  strict  rule  of  the  Hindu  Shuatrns  cnjoiaa  tlint 
lepers  (whose  ubsolution  is  not  performed  by  their  sons), 
thi)!ie  who  die  hy  accidcut  or  suicide,  and  those  who, 
reiiuiiiicitig  their  families^  become  ineiiilicautSj  should  uot  be 
burnt  nfler  death.*  Adlierence  to  these  rules,  especially  in 
the  caics  of  thoBo  who  commit  suicide  or  nrc  accidentally 
killed,  (who  cannot  "  be  tbrovro  into  the  desert  like  vrood," 
OS  the  Shiutra  commnnds)  would  lend  to  the  submersion  of  a 
grcftt  uamber  of  suspicious  bodies.  Fortunntely,  howCTCr,  it 
rarely,  if  c\cr,  happens  that  auch  corpses  are  brou^jht  from 
the  river  for  mcdico-lcgal  cxnmiustiou. 

A  few  brief  n.dditious  may  be  made  to  tho  rules  for  the 
investigation  of  casei  of  supposed  Prowningr,  laid  down  by 
the  European  mcdico-lcgal  authontics,  to  illustrate  the  pro> 
per  mode  of  inquiring  iuto  such  cases  iu  India. 

Dr.  Taylor  rtraaiks  that,  "  If,  in  examining  a  body  taken 
from  water,  we  discover  traces  of  mortal  disease,  or  marks  of 
external  violence  Bufiicicnt  to  destroy  life,  then  there  is  ahijiys 
room  for  suspicion.  Why  the  body  of  a  person,  who  has 
really  died  from  natural  causes,  should  be  afterwards  thrown 
into  water,  it  would  not  be  easy  to  explain;  but  wc  can 
readily  appreciate  tlic  motive  where  murdctxiua  nolcnce  has 
been  uscd."f 

This  rule,  it  vill  be  ohHcrvcd,  apphcs  here  to  bodies  found 
in  tanks,  lakes,  wells  and  riTulets,  but  not  to  those  discover- 
ed in  the  Ganges  aud  its  tributarica. 

Ejrtfrnal  appearance*. — The  very  characteristic  pallid  con- 
dition of  the  bodies  of  Europeans  recently  drowned  is,  of 
course,  not  recognizable  iu  natives;  it  might  be  noticed  in 
persons  of  high  costo  and  light  complexion,  but  the  hue  of 
the  low  caste  native's  skin  only  appears  darker  after  death. 
Neither  can  any  diacoloarntioD  of  the  hpa  of  these  people 
(short  of  extreme congcation)  be  at  all  received  as  a  guide. 

*  Cftli;utM  Uvikir,  i}<^<ttut>9T  1631,  p.  333,  f  V»^  100. 
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The  toTipic  is  generilly  dcscritiMl  ns  being    "  svollen  im 
congcsttd,  bvquotillr  pushed  forwunU  to  the  interDal  cdga 
of  tlic  Iip8,  Komctinics   luceratcd   by  tit c    teeth,"  ( T»Tl«r—p 
67S).     I  bavc  not  observed  very  extraordiaar7  congatwn  d 
this  or^nn  in  citses  of  drowning— it  vrill,   doubt  Icaa,  be  boo 
mnrkcd  in  very  pictlioric  subjects.     Mr.    Biahop*  fonml,  n 
the  boiir  of  A  fcniiile,  nbich  bad  been  in  tbc  water  ftboolia 
hour  aud  a  half,  tlmt — "  The  tongue  was  neither  swuUcs  na 
indented,  but  pnlliil." 

B»*of «.— Allusion  hna  already  been  made  to  the  ioffati 
grounding  n  mcdico-lc^id  opinion  tipou    olistrrratiaa  aCdw 
fulness  of  the  cerebral  nnd  meiiiugcnl  reins  after  demtb  ftom 
Asphrsift.     Dr.  Taylor  remarks — "  That  a  congett^d  bUIc« 
the  cerebral  vessels   is  often  met  uitli  in   tlic  bodies  oflitt 
drowticd,  is  a  fact  which  cannot  bo  disputed  ;   but  the  am 
ilcgrcc  of  congestion  is  obaervcd,  not  only  in  other  caaa  oi' 
A^pliyxin,  but  also  in  the  inspection  of  bodies  where  dalt 
has  procccdcil  from  various  nmscs  unconnected  with  cerebnl 
disturbmice" — (p.  fififi.)     Id  the  case  of  adult  fc malca,  Mi. 
Scmple /wHwrf  if/e   errefiral  rcase/*  nearly  empty,^     Apoplesr 
the  result  of  mere  congestion,  ia  a  very   mre    occurrence  la 
drowning.     Dr.  Taylor   hns   only  met  with  reports  of  tw» 
cases.     A  rntbcr  obscure  case  was  reported  in    1844   bv  Ifr. 
Macnasli,  of  Kast    Burtlwan,  in  which  the  body  of  ■  hntUiy 
f[>mnlc  child,  fonnd  in  a  tank,  presented  no  trace  of  extcnial 
injury,  excppt  a  slight  nnd  apparently  accidental    scratch  on 
the  ncclc,  but  internal  examination  tshowcd  that    death   )i»d 
been  occnsioncd   by  apoplexy,  as  a  considerable    quantitrof 
blood  was  found  clTused  in  the  Iirsiu.     lie  coniiiilered    that 
sufTocation  by  drowning  miglit  have  produced  this  appcaraocc. 
In   1831,  I  assisted    in    ctamiuing   the  body    of  a   tailor 
nho  fell  into  tho  sea  from  the  ynrd-nrm  vertex  do^raw«nl& 

■  Quvttnl  ly  Vr.lnyiar.  p.  C&L 
t  LoiinA,  Uuf  IMl,  ud  Op.  Citul,  p.  S81. 
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Tliis  accident  happened,  if  I  remember  rlghtty,  in  the 
Metlitorrancatt;  he  survived  it  sereml  wcek»,  although  with 
severe  cerehrsl  symptoms,  nnd  tlieil  in  rTasliip  llnspital.  \Vc 
found  very  extensive  cffiisiou  of  blwod  beneath  the  iirnchnoiil 
of  both  bcmispherca.*  Ittjurica  of  this  kind  arc  only  liable 
to  occur  in  India,  in  falling  from  tho  larger  aort  of  native 
vessels,  anil  from  huildinga  and  trees  OTcr-luinging  rivers  anil 
tiinVs. 

According  to  the  authority  nbove  cited, — "The  only  elia- 
racters  met  with  iHternaUy  upon  which  any  eon6dcncc  can 
be  placed  to  indicate  that  the  individual  has  been  Drowned, 
arc  the  presence  of  water  m  iht  alomach;  and  the  presence 
ftf  a  mucous  Jrotk  on  the  fining  mcmliraae  of  the  trachea  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  the  restrictions  to  the  admiiisioa  of 
these  signs  as  positive  evidence  of  Drowning,  may  be  sneh 
as  to  throw  great  uucertaiiity  on  the  correctncsa  of  a  medico- 
legal opiuioQ  founded  simply  on  their  oxisteace."  Tlic 
presence  of  water  in  the  stomach  affords  strong  evidence  of 
Drowning, — when  it  is  salt,  when  it  is  in  very  great  quantity, 
or  when  it  is  of  peculiar  colour,  as  in  peat  bogs,  &c.,  or 
contains  weeds  or  coufervio.  Throughout  the  greater  part 
of  India  the  first  of  these  is  out  of  the  question.  It  is  well- 
known  that,  where  tho  power  of  dcglutitiou  is  lost,  or  the 
drownttig  person  never  rises  to  the  surface,  water  may  not 
cuter  the  stomach.  Again  its  presence  in  mndorato  quan* 
titles,  witliont  admixture  of  weeds  or  mud,  can  scnrcely  go 
for  much  in  persons  who  are  habiluidly  water-drinkers.  I 
find,  on  comparing  five  eases  of  drowning  quoted  by  Dr. 
Taylor,  that  in  one  case  the  stomncb  contained  three  ounces 
of  liquid;  in  two,  half  a  pint;  in  one,  a  pint;  uud  in  one 
about  a  quart.  Dr.  Oj^bton  found  water  in  the  stomach 
ill  live  cases  outof  seven.     Usually,  ttic  natives  do  not  drink 
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more  tlmn  a  piut  of  water  at  a  time.      Still    tlie  discorerr 
n  (juart  of  ritlhur  imlilTereiit  water  In  the  stomnch  of  odc  fl( 
them  would    Imrdly    nppear   singulnr.     It    would   be  »fft 
dusiralile  that,  in  sendiog  in  the  bodies  of  pcraoaa    su|ij)r.^<: 
to  hftTO  bccD  Urowucd,  the  police  should  atnlo   vhetherfli 
bottom  of  the   reservoir  or  clianncl  in    which    the  be'-  - 
fouiid  was  of  mud  or  sand,  aiid  aUo  what  kiad  of  regv' 
grevr  oil  its  margin,  and  withia  it,  whether  gmaa,  lai^  »', '  - 
VGCds  (tank  jungle),  or   green   mniitlin^.     As    mott  of  the 
budica  dissected  ia  the  Calcutta  Medical  Cullcge  arefmnr- 
ed  from  the  river,   cxaniintttiou   of  these  would  be  likeljW 
throw  considerable   light  upoa  tho  question  whether  wilet 
enteni  the  stomach  aud  luugsof  abody  immerscil  after  Aeaik 
Professor   AVidkcr,  of  the    College,  informs  mc,  that  he  Iw 
never  sceu  water  iu  the  stomaehs  or  air  passages  of  hodio 
from  the  river. 

According  to  Dr.  Taylor, "  water  does  not  readily  pcnetr»te 
into  the  stomach  of  a  subject  which  has  bccu  thrown  in  aftrr 
dcatli;  the  sidcH  of  the  flC8opliagu»  applying  themselves  too 
closely  to  each  other  to  allow  of  the  passn^o  of  Cho  floitl 
If  putrefiictiou  has  advanced  to  auy  cxteut,  it  is  pcssiblo 
that  watcrmay  cuter,"  We  umst.ntthc  sBinotime,  consiiUf 
that,  with  the  advance  of  decomposition,  tho  diaiciition  ef 
the  internal  organs  with  gases  rather  favon  the  expulawa 
than  the  ingress  of  iluids  and  air. 

M'atcr  may  or  may  not  be  present  in  the  lungs  of 
drowned,  and  Dr.  Taylor  remarks  that,  *'  there  is 
duubt  that  the  quantity  may  become  increased  after  death, 
because  it  it)  now  well  kuuwii  tbnt  wiitcr  will  penetrate  into 
the  lungs,  before  the  access  of  putrefiictiou,  wheu  the  body 
is  thrown  in  dead." 

A  few  years  siuec,  I  examined  a.  ease  i»  which  the  dctce- 
tion  of  fureiya  molUra  in  ffic  air  imttogef,  established  a 
very  importaut  poiut  ta  eridcucc.    The  body  of  a.  cluld  w. 
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discovered  in  a  tnnk  at  a  conaidcrabto  distance  from  hia  owd 
'  lioiuc,  aiid  suspicion  ivhs  naturally  excited  that  he  ha^l  bcea 
conveyed  thither  and  made  anay  with.  Dissection  affurdcd 
clear  evidences  of  death  from  Drovruing — the  fauces,  larynx 
and  trachea  contained  smaU  portions  of  green  vegetahle 
lunttcr,  and  the  right  hronchtu  iriui  almost  cooipletcly  filled 
with  so  lar^e  a  portion  of  an  aquatic  weed,  doubled  together, 
that  it  app<?ared  astonishing  how  any  such  body  could  pa« 
the  rima.  It  was  afterwards  proved  diktiuctly  that  no  weed 
of  the  kind  grew  in  the  tank  whore  the  body  was  found.  Fur- 
ther inquiry  led  to  the  discorcry  that  the  boy's  body  had  been 
found  by  a  woman  in  a  tank  near  his  home,  in  irliich 
the  ireod  lodged  in  the  air  passages  grew  Rhundantly. 
TbtH  female  bad  conveyed  the  corpse  to  the  more  distant 
tank,  which  belonged  to  a  person  against  whom  she  bore  a 
grudge,* 

The  presence  of  mutous  froth  in  the  trachea  ami  tuttgt  ta 
a  frequent  uud  important  sign,  hut  it  is  not  always  present; 
way  result  from  strangulation,  apoplexy,  nnrcolic  poisoning  it 
and  other  forma  of  Asphyxia ;  and  is  liable  to  disappear  after 
long  submersion,  or  where  the  subject  is  allowed  to  remain 
exposed  to  the  air  for  several  days  before  it  is  cxamined-f 
Dr.  Casper'a  recent  observations  on  the  putrefactive  proceai 
bear  with  considcmblc  importance  upon  these  forma  of 
Asphyxia.  He  finds  that,  of  all  tho  iutcmal  organs,  the 
larynx  and  trachea  are  the  lirst  to  exhibit  the  changes  of 
decomposition.  If  the  person  have  not  died  by  Asphyxia  or 
laryngitis,  the  whole  extent  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
trachea  will  be  found  perfectly  pale,  while  the  body  rcmaina 


*  See  a  e«M  of  Drowsiug,  by  Mr.  II.  Csrtnr.  im  which  tntid  m*  fbnad 
thmit$htnit  tlw  kix  pawspM. — Tntui.  uf  Uudbsl  »tuL  f  bysi«al  Swialj  of 
Bombnj,  No.  ix,  p.  43, 1043. 

tIWyl«r. 
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fresh,  OF  exiiittita  n  few  green  ttpota  upon  the  abdomca.  i* 
•oon,  however,  tis  this  frrceu  colour  bcfriiu  to  sprndtw 
tlie  nbdomcD,  bat  before  aiiy  chang:c  has  taken  place  bin 
of  the  otiicr  intcrual  organs,  the  macoua  mcnibrmne  at lW 
larrnx  anil  tmcbea  will  hare  become  discolourei),  aequiro; 
a  chcrr^-rcd  colour,  which  gradually,  with  the  fnffvtti 
decomposition,  settles  ioto  a  dark  brown.  In  maof  kuiM 
bodies  examiocd,  of  persons  of  all  a^cs,  and  with  liiaattuoai 
directed  pnrticularlr  1o  this  point,  Dr.  Caapcr  dcdim  iksS 
he  has  ne^-cr  found  a  sing:lc  exocptiou  to  tba  idtWe 
stated,* 

The  generality  of  bodies  found  in  Indian  rivers  aod  Imb 
hnTc  iuffcrod  more  or  less,  from  the  deprcdatious  of  fidHt 
&c,  1  lately  examined  a  putrid  corpm:  which  bad  cviAca^f 
been  sunk  iu  water.  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  tke-MlK 
in  which  the  body  had  been  lying  was  of  recent  oolIectioB, 
as  there  were  no  traces  of  gnawing.  It  was  recently  dead, 
cd,  by  two  Amcricno  Corouer!>,  that  lish  do  not  bc^iu  thai 
depredations  upon  a  body  ontil  after  decompoaitiaa  has  HI 
in.  This  may  be  true,  as  rogarda  bodies  drowned  in  the  Mat 
but  I  have  known  bodies,  in  ludion  tauks  and  rirers,  attidU 
ed  cither  by  liah  or  water-roCs,  or  aquntic  insects.  befoM 
there  was  the  slightest  sign  of  decompomtion. 

There  are  many  facts  which  show  that  our  preMBi 
koowicdgo  of  the  ConditiQn  of  the  Thoracic  Orytat, 
and  etpeciaUy  of  the  Heart,  in  easet  of  Atpk^tM,  M 
Tcry  far  too  loose  and  iudcGuite  to  guide  us  aafeU  ii 
forming  a  decided  opinion  upon  cases  involving  a  suspieioa 
of  homicide.  ^H 

Thinking  it  right  to  draw  my  illustrations  as  far  aapol^^ 
ble  from  the  pngcs  of  our  latest  an3  best  autUoritj,  I  shall 


An*'  ■  J«tu.  «rf  MwBcal  Sdeoce,  Sa\j  18&I. 
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quote  the  foUowiDg  coQtraatcd  obscrratioos  cited  \>j  Dr. 
Taylor:  t 

Caxe,  by  Dr.  Fanfuiarson,  of  Case,  fry  Jlr.  BUkop.  t^  a 
a  uiotnan  wkate  iiodg  had  tiein  Wirman  whote  hutly  had  betrn  in 
|w  tA«  water  a&ffut  an  Amr.—  tfie  water  about  an  hour  and  * 
^UmiiioJ  slmul  IG  liours  after  ^a!/, — EiAmiitulioii  Siliount  aflct 
AhUi.  TliF  (raclica  suii  tioiicliial  ilraili.  Mwousfrolh  in  t-uiiaJvf 
fuWs  coulaiiivil  vftt«f>'  frulU  or  nblc  <{iuniiticti  was  found  in  lli« 
fiulby  muctiE.  On  coiniircMiiiig  iriwliira  :  ihc  vniidcK  ncrc  cxccctli 
tbc  luirgx,  s  ilibchargc  of  vtaicry  inj;!}'  miiiuW  ia  ilic  iii))ji^r  |Mrt) 
Erotli  lovk  place  from  tlie  iiiduIIi,  a  butt  Bt  litu  luurrr  poilion  of  tin:  tube 
ainBll  (|u&iitity  of  wat^rj  l]ui<I  baling  they  ncrc  as  large  as  a  mualaril 
prcvioualy  c!H:ap).'J  wlit-n  (Im  body  siH'd  ;  aituiall  (juaulitj  of  ckiu  fluid 
WW  liirni-4  over.  AH  Ikt  parU  of  flowed  tlirougU  the brnncliiul  tubef 
tht  pvlmt>nar^  Utsaewtre  ^rgtd  frhrnthe  laagi  were  tuimL  Thii 
uifA  bfootf,  and  tecre  muck  heavur  Innga  wtrt  not  collapttJ .-  iftejf 
ami  of  a  darker  red  cclonr  than  ertfiitotrd  o»  pretturr,  antiteere 
in  tAenortnal  stale;  the  pvtterwr  rather  i>ioodUti  anteriorly;  p«»- 
porlioHS  of  iolA  iu»^-i  Kefe.  tenorli/  ibrifirere  tometrhatf/t>r- 
more  e'tgor^ed  undtrntaiL,  or  ^fdwith  htood,  apparetilly  frtnn 
from  {toti/ion,  the  rit/ki  cavities  gravitation,  'J'hc  riffkt  tide  of 
of  tUe  heart  and  t/ie  coronary  the  heart  wai  very  flabby,  a«i 
reiHt  were  ^fitted  wittt  dark  fluid  contained  teareety  any  bJood, 
illood,  the  left  cavities  were  empty. 

Dr.  Tuylar  has  justly  eoiitrastecl  llieu  cues,  "m  showing 
the  iHrinble  uaturc  of  the  nppcarauces  met  vith  in  tbs 
drownod."  They  prove  fur  more  thaa  thia — they  display, 
most  courincingly,  the  preat  variability  aud  uocertninty  of 
the  Sigtu  of  Atphjxia— for  there  can  be  no  donbt  that  both 
■were  gcuuiiie  instances  of  Asphyiis  by  Drowning — and  yet 
all  recorded  observation  tends  to  abow  the  prcralcnce  of  & 
coiivictioD  that  the  csscutiiJ  and  invariable  ebaractcri&tic 
evidence  of  Asphyxia  U  the  Accumulation  of  Dluod  in  the 
Itigbi  Heart  and  iu  the  Lungs.— I  bcHete  tliis  oiiinioD  to  ba 
d£ciiLc41y  crrouoous. 
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Tbe  following  case  first  purticularlj  drew  my  atteatioD 

to  til  is  poiDt. 

In  going  tlirough  the  wards  of  a  Loadoa  Hospital,  man^ 
years  since,  I  foimd  n  number  of  gentlemen  CDdeaTouriug. 
to  rcatorc  aoimatiou  by  galvnaiHOi,  artificial  rcspimtion  auA 
other  racaos  to  n  young,  stroiig-lookiDg  nifin,  who  had  been 
trL'Hted  too  freely  uilh  opium  iu  nu  iitMick  of  Deliriu 
'IVemetis.  The  lieiirt's  Action  vna  mniutxincd  for  a  consi-> 
dernblc  time,  but  every  measure  ultimately  fulcd.  It  was 
found,  upon  examination,  tliut  the  right  caviUea  of  the  heart 
were  wclUcoutractcd  and  iilmost  empty,  while  the  longs  wen 
any  extreme  engorged  fritb  blaodjiLinl  were  studded  tUroug 
out  with  8  multitude  of  email  Apoplectic  effuuons.  Here, 
tolerably  powerful  heart  had  bccu  kopt  iu  action  by  galva- 
nism for  a  considernble  period  nfter  nntuntl  rcspiratiou  had 
ceased,  forcibly  prupcilmg  the  blood  iuto  the  luiigs^  where  it 
could  Dot  be  oxygenated,  aud  the  etfect  was  a  certainly 
nu  extreme  example  of  Asphyxia,  with  a  nearly  empty  right 
lieart  and  eugorged  lungti.  Since  mcotiug  with  t).isi  case,  I 
Lave  luokcd  with  particular  care  to  the  state  of  the  riglil 
bcart  in  examining  tbe  bodies  of  tliose  who  have  died  from 
Asphyxia,  and  have  fouud  that,  while  iu  many  of  the  cases, 
the  right  auricle  and  rentride  probably  contained  more 
blood  than  is  usual  in  the  generality  of  iuttaueea  where  death 
is  not  attcoded  with  any  distinct  impediment  to  the  circula- 
tion, there  were  certain  hearts  in  wliieb,  quite  apart  from 
the  clTccta  of  decompotitiou,  neither  cavity  vns  at  all  remark* 
fihly  full,  and  that  there  were  several  in  which,  the  auricle 
beiug  somewhat  distended,  the  ventricle  was  well  contracted, 
and  coutaiucd  no  uausuu.1  quantity  of  blood.  1  am  not,  at 
present,  prepared  to  otfer  a  demoustrative  explanation  of 
those  three  sets  of  coses,  but  I  believe  that  these  rarious 
conditions  of  the  heart  arc  determined  as  follows : — (1 
"Where  there  occur*  a  mechanicat  impediment  to  the 
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of  blooil  Uirougli  the  luog9,^itbcr  graduaUy,  iw  in  cues  of 

old  emphysema  or  mitral  contraction,   or  suddenly,  as  ia 

failure  of  a  weakened  left  rctitricle, — tho  right  aide  of  the 

hrnrt,  nlrt'aily  more  or  \e%%  dilnted  aud  deficient  io  mauular 

power,   and  with   an  imperfuct   snfety>Tnlve   action,  yields 

nnder  the  obstruction,  and   is   found  over-distended  after 

death.    Agtiiu,  similar  over-distention  of  tho  right  ventricle 

occurs  where  death  is  imincdiatcty  caused  by  an  influonco 

irhich  suddenly  and  entirely  suspends  innervation,  as  under 

the  full  action  of  carbonic  or  pnissic  acid. — (2.)     In  cases  of 

ordinary  mechanical  straugulaliuu  aud  suffocation,  the  hcnrl's 

action  usually  coutinues  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  af^vr 

rcspirntioa  has  censed.*    This  has  been  clearly  proved  by 

Sir  B.  Brodie,  and  has  lincc  been   confirmed    by  numerous 

ohscrrations,  especially  by  those  of  Nysten-j-   nhose  experi* 

meats  have    slioiru  that  tlic  poirer  of  tlie   right    side  of 


*  Wc  h*v«  Kftrccl^  cofMia  of  jq<)g>i>g  Tor  bow  long  «  time  afbrr  Apparent 
ioaXh  llif  hiiinun  heart  naturally  cuutmuus  la  rclnin  a  tyirtnin  ftmnnnl  af 
nervDui  »Dd  coninMitil*  pownr.  Wc  know  for  htnt- li>n£ihcoetl  ft  jwri'id  Ibu 
boartt  of  curtain  liitiM— MpwidI/  of  Uia  tli&rk  and  ny  f|)cc^lM— ntain  (hit 
puwcT  after  sepArnlion  troin  tbc  b»df  ;  anil  ivry  Btnugo  indeed  ai  it  m^y 
Kotiia  to  be,  wo  miut  not  *iiiif«ly  rejwt,  although  wo  may  be  diipot^d  to 
<liiiiLfy,  an  nijscrvnlion  inodn  t>j  L»r<l  Baran,  wha  !>a}i,  in  liin  RiiLt'iry  of 
I.tfo  anil  Death, — "I  remember  having  H«n  th«  litart  of  on*  that  w»« 
IxiweUed.MiBflVriait  for  hisli-trciuan,  that  boiDg  oaat  lntQ  ifaa  lira  InpMl. 
at  flml,  at  Ivut  a  T\k>i  and  a  half  io  hrt)^t,  and  aftvF  hj  Aoifr*ft  iowvt  and 
liinr,  for  []ic  apac*,  aa  I  remdnibvf,  of  scicn  or  night  minulca," 

Jt  i*  moEitiancd,  in  a  pantpklel  of  Ihe  Iioi«,  that,  afUr  the  bodf  of  B«Ilia|[- 
biuii  <vhu  was  hang*d  for  ths  mur4«r  of  Mr.  Pinlval  in  ISIS)  mu  diMwt* 
cd — "  ll  w»a  nolic«cl  thai  hi*  hrart  rantinuvd  to  ptrTorin  ili  fuiMtiwti ;  «r,  in 
oUicr  TOtila,  lu  be  atlve  for  faur  houra  nftcr  b«  wu  laid  open." 

Had  the  conmnpornrica  of  VcmUuo,  in  t96t,  b««ii  acquoiatcJ  with  facia 
Uke  tbeie,  the  aeoident  oF  hid  having  npvoml  the  bmly  uf  a  mna  in  whunn 
th^  heart  »liU  b«nt  niiEht  liavH  b«en  iii»lt<d  tipcii  that  great  MMtooist 
with  a  poDolc;  abort  of  abaolnto  mi  n. 

i  A*  quoted  bjr  Dr.  Sietckins. 
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the  heatt  eontianM  loo;  after  the  irntsbfltty  of  Ik  U 
side  ii  ntiofni»bed.*    Tbe  length  of  tzme  dmiap  timk 
unoxygcnised  blood    u    thai  ctrcalatod,  aod    the  ta^ 
with  vbicli   it   traTcnes   the   luci^    ^mst    dayead  naif 
npoD  the   moacnkr  tone    of  tlie    hearty  th*   (MayfaMHi 
of  itt  wfety-TalTe  spparmttu,  and  the   fieadom   of  tte  f^ 
taoomry  resacU.     Upon  the  gndnal  cessation   ^  the  httt* 
action,  tbe  walls  of  a  |>«rf«otIy  hnlcbr  right  TentokltaA 
to  a  greater  or  lets  dcf^cc,  coQtnct,  and  cxpct  mod  rf  A 
contents,  Hrst  by  the  safetr-riUTe  aod,  further,  br  tkflU 
EDOoaiy  arterr.     Ileoce,  in  one  of  these  casea  of  AtA^ 
tbe  right  Tcntricle  should  be  found  either  ncarlj  catsT,  • 
merely  containing  a  normal  (juantitjr  of  blood,  and  tkavi^ 
I  believe,  be  obierred  to  happen  irber«Tcr  the  heart  luu  b«i 
Hound  and  powerful,  nnd  no  other   diaturbing   infloeaoeha 
been  io  operation.      During  the  Inst  hot  scasoD,   I  exaaiMl 
the   bodies  of  two  robust  and  health/   nieu,  latelj'  arnfei 
from  Eujilaud,  who  died  atphyxinted,  from  IuhoUHoo,  or  vlut 
hof  been  crroueotuly  termed    "  Heat  Apoptexj."     Bothtl 


*  Mr.  K.  n.  nkkiirtwtli  tisa  bund,  ia  rxpcriaMOta  en  -lu— ^^,  ^^  ^ 
jMth  frocn  lb*  inhalMian  of  uhlorororni,  tk«  TcophMory  tnort^^utmm 
Imfurv  lliB  canlloo.  Tliat,  tlw  hvarl  cQiitiDtiM  its  avtjun,  ttnifiMimtiwI  tf  ik 
vhkirofonit,  for  a  p<'riiHl  Iohi^vt  or  aborkr  nfUrr  Um  ocsMtion  *if  nnmlfih 
■ndUwIiU  tlmii  failiojc  may  Ix?  «inil(l«r«>l  u  a  Mtaral  (MOMaHMwrf 
rei|>lnitiuu  liaiini;  wtivnl,  Mtd  us  indtjKiidcnl  of  tbo  iadwuncs  ofcUmlxa. 
llal  ir,  ttfWr  lb«  r«<>{iir>[ioii  htm  ctwicd,  unit  «hil«  Ui*  Inmn  is  alD  k 
ariiim,  (ihlrirufiirm  continiic's  to  hv  ahtnrbed  jphi  iha  ■ymtam^  jn  mpwaaia 
bo)MR)i>  iin|>«ir('-I  or  c^aao,  th-^  rhtr)r4fi>ri»,  in  aoch  caao,  auUuf  diraoUy  a*a 
t)(«  liPniL  And  ihal,  if  artificial  r(>tinniuon  \w  bad  r«>voitra«  lo,  ta«li>n  tte 
vurdiac  voiitracboa*  aro  •wriuuil)' xTcrUnl,  tiod  tw  |>n''|>vrlj^  tttsintaiiml  lori 
■  nmrilKiit  tioTiuii],  tlw  roipinUT^  funcUun  may  bg  rv-MUbliihcd. — (Kdubatsli 
Mtfiilliljr  Jtfurnal,  tjcpumbor  1$53.)  Ttiu  Sut|;eoik»  obMrvMl  Um  stalo  <d 
Uia  pulM  of  a  crimiiial  who  wu  oxucuU-U  iii  (lin  [iriDini  »t  AJbuiy  U.  S.  Ite 
kvart  did  not  (»»•«  to  set  untii  nluu  uiiiuWa  and  u  haK  aiWr  miiiiaaiiM 
l>ij[1ii|;  ilui  fiiili  minaUf.  chi>r«  w^irr  no  I  cm  iHan  l-2i  |"iliNitio<ifc— (Uai 
TluiMiuid  UaK-lW  lit  juljr  ltU4— «*  <|uuU.tl  b>  'Ik>lui,  ji.  guv.j 
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ilicse  men  iHed  cridcntlj^  suSucatci)  from  ^adunl  arrest  ofpnl- 
monnry  luucrvation.  I  w&tcli«d  one  of  tUem  until  he  expired, 
aud  the  means  which  I  employed — chiefly  friction,  over  the 
frout  of  the  chest,  with  a  mixture  of  mustard,  spirit,  and  tur- 
peoCiaR  oil,  tended  to  maintain  the  action  of  the  b  cart  for 
some  time  after  the  nrrest  of  respiration.  I  exnmioed 
both  beartu  in  n/K-^niisiuj^  and  dividing  the  pericardium, 
and  the  yielding  wall  of  the  right  ventricle  nith  forcept 
and  acissars.  T/te  right  eai'iiietvjere  deeidedljf  not  over  fUa- 
iettded — they  merely  contained  small  and  very  loose  coagnia 
of  yellow  fibriue  aud  n  little  fl  iiid  blood.  The  luags,  hovrevcr, 
were  enormoualy  congcatoil.  1  consider  these  observations 
of  considerable  weight,  as  they  were  made  with  the  utaiostv 
WiutioQ  in  the  recent  bodies  of  two  perfectly  healthy  muscu. 
lar  meu  dying  ffraduaJtff  from  Asphyxia.  0r.  Taylor  mentiona 
that,  in  caace  of  baaing,  where  the  inspection  has  been  de- 
layed for  several  days,  distention  of  the  right  cavities  of  the 
heart,  may  not  be  observed  (page  639).  He  also  remarks 
tliat,  after  Drowning,  "independently  of  the  cbangpes  which 
have  taken  place  in  consequence  of  putrefaction,  the  right 
cavities  of  the  heart,  and  the  vessels  connected  immediately 
with  tbera,  may  be  found  collapsed  and  generally  destitute  of 
blood,  (p.  60S).  lie  doca  not,  however,  explain  this  latter 
circumstauce.  It  is  mentioned,  incideatally,  by  Drs.  Jones 
aud  Sicvcking  in  their  Morbid  Anatomy,  that,  in  the  post 
vtortem  oxamlnation  of  the  body  of  a  lad  who  was  brought  in 
asphyxiated  by  Drowning  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  for 
whom  some  efforts  were  mado  to  restore  animation,  thora 
were  found  none  of  the  visible  signs  commonly  attributed  to 
Drowuiag,  and  tfwre  was  no  cangeat'um  of  any  of  the  vitcrra.* 
In  his  ndniimble  review  of  the  medical  evidence  of  Death 
from  Drowning  in  relation  to  the  case  of  W.  B.  Kirwan,  Dr. 
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Taylor  rcmnrka  tlmt — "Cm«  hare  been  met  with  vliindt 
lungs  have  not  been  found  KOi^ccl,  and  the  cariticaflf  tk 
lieArt  empty ;  liuC  I  cannot  atlt  to  miud  a  euewlimBlf 
luTigg  have  been  found  pngortffd  as  a  rewult  of  A»pkfii»,9l 
i/ie  cavities  of  the  heart  empty.  The  absence  of  the  liiittflB 
from  one  or  both  org&as  would,  in  ^neral  render  it  af» 
&iblc  to  give,  upon  medical  grounds,  an  nfTirtnatiTe  opiaa 
Ihat  deatli  hud  taken  place  from  Asphyxia."*  1b  ttv 
Kirwan's  case  it  waa  obserred,  that—"  There  was  mM 
in  tlie  right  or  left  cavities  of  the  heart,  or  in  tl^^ 
vesacls,  and  the  Inogs  appeared  much  coiig-ested."  Tliii,W»- 
crer,  waa  tbirty-oue  days  after  death,  when  such  enha 
could  not  l)e  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

A  ease  sbowiug  the  vitnl  importaacc  of  aettling  tliii  ;&;• 
Biological  question  dcfiuitlvcly  occurred  ju  a  trial  at  Slytn* 
sing,  in  1853. 

A  mau  had  quarrelled  with  hi«  two  brothcra  about  in«KT 
matters.  His  body  waa  foimil,  bound  with  cords*  floBliK 
down  the  stream  of  a  Nullah.  No  one  actuallv  sawliB 
murdered;  hut  the  evi deuce  tended  to  render  it  cxtreinej 
probable  that  he  was  struck,  perhaps  kilted,  at  oU  enntl 
rendered  inseuttibte,  and  then  tied  hands  and  feet  togethff 
aDd  thrown  iato  the  Nullah.  The  Civil  Surgeon  depoKii 
that  "although  no  marks  of  violence  were  obserrable  od  tl» 
bodj,  owiug  to  the  decomposed  state  in  which  it  reached  tte 
Btntion,"  (it  hAAJtoatril)  "  still  the  decomposition  vas  tnorekd* 
raucod  externally  tlian  intemiilly." — "  From  the  state  of  lb* 
heart  and  lung>i,  death  was  caused  by  Drowning  and  not  hj 
fuTcr,  (though  he  might  have  had  fever,)  for  the  circotatiao 
of  the  blood  and  respiration  must  liaro  been  in  action  aC  the 
time  of  his  Liiviag  been  inimerged  in  water.  The  lunga  were 
filled  with  water  and  blood,  and  the  heart  also  wa*  fiUed  with 
coagulated  bluod,  which  could  not  have  been  the  cate,  /tad  the 

*  J}iibliii  Quarterly  .luarnal  oT  MiTlical  SciniMw.  i'tbnauy  1833,  &  n. 
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iorfy  i>een  immerged  in  Ike  water  nfier  Heath."  Tbe  Sessions 
Judge  held  Uiat  it  was  cTiilcut,  from  tUts  Btntcmetit,  that  life, 
iraa  not  extiuct  when  tlic  man  was  carried  to  the  rircr. 
Mainlv  noticing  tlie  ililTcrcDce  between  tUc  statement  oF  the 
Sur^on,  uid  the  lusertions  of  tho  chief  wituest,  who  decUirod' 
that  tho  tnna  was  dead  before  he  was  tbrovn  into  the  w»t«r,' 
the  law  ollicer  acquitted  the  pmoncra.  The  Jud{;C9  couBi- 
dered  that  the  bod/  was  thrown  into  tho  wuter  before  tifo 
was  extinct,  and  convicted.* 

It  is,  howerer,  a  fact,  wliich  will,  T  am  coufidcut,  he  geno- 
rnlly  accepted  hereafter,  that, — although  in  many  cnsco  of 
Asphyxia,  the  power  of  the  right  ventricle  is  orcrcotuc,  and 
its  canty  ia  found  gorged  afler  death, — there  ia  a  set  of  in-' 
ataaces  in  which,  the  action  of  the  heart  contiiiiiiug  after  tho 
ceasatioQ  of  respiration,  the  riglit  ventricle  is  found  well 
contracted  and  nearly  empty,  the  lungs  being  congested  in 
nn  extreme  degree.  Ualevi  thii  fact  be  admitted,  it  majj 
in  certain  cases,  be  found  diOicuIt  to  suhstAntintc  our 
opiuiou  tlinb  death  haa  rctaltcd  from  Asphyxia-f 


•  niiamm  Adawlat  Roports.  Srf  S«»cmb*r  I8M,  p,  SMk 
t  VFt!  VMf  birljr  itOAglae  tbii  roltawlng  conTeruUoo  oeeitnlBfc  bnli»M>n  * 
priKAwr'*  nvBtat  ami  Uw  »o4ie«l  wita«M  ia  »  «bm  of  Drowntnf.  ti. — Tn 
whit  MUMv  •pvakiiw  [Af  noIugtMlljr.  d«  joa  MUiUnl*  ikiitk  In  Uila  oa«t  1 
A.—Xq  AtpbyxU.  Q. — lu  wlui  •tat«  i&i  yom  lliiil  lli«  ri|;bt  catitir*  vt  ikn 
li«Arl  1  J.— Tlu>  mMt^e■l^  ft^pMroil  AilL  Tho  mitTirlii!  nriu  not  liiilmulml. 
Q.— Wonld  yon  *af  tkat  Aa  Hfjii  trairicl*  had  mftrvd***  un  ofpanljna' 
of  Us  MiMcniM  ti*MM  r~  jI.— N^  Q— DoM  not  Dr.  Carpoiitw  Uy  M 
dnwn,  in  ibe  Knt  •dhlon  of  lili  MmiuiI  of  rtijoiolnf:;,  p>p>  4UQ.  m  «  ml*  la 
irlikb  Lb  duw  not  aute  uy  MUMptlm,  llul,  ka  eau*  uf  Asjilij-sla,  ••  tha 
loihHM  blood  WTiTT***—  in  Uw  inilmoQarj  uUnr,  in  ra«uo>|Di-«ro  of  iw 
c^MlriKliunuf  ibcafUkriM  \  ll  di*UiMU  iIm  rigbt  oariliM  «f  Uw  Imrt  i 
ami  Ui*  irauiiBuUtton  •ilttQik  la  tlu  raiuin*  ajaloa,"  ftn.  i  sbiI  dMt— "tk« 
riKhl  Mda  t«f  tb  biatl]  f«fiin  tnm  «««r-<lia(«uti»n,  rrbicli  prodaun  a  Mrrt 
of  iwmtyito  rf  to  miMiiiltt  Uhiw.'  UM«iint  Dr.  Watwn.  to  rot  I,  EJ.  :i,  f. 
c;  or  kit  ImUum  Mjr.  thai.  In  dMtk  fiMm  Afoam  "  ihu  luii£>  remain  rull.  iba 
right  cbunlMr*  of  the  kean  itlatMiilnl,  end  iburaCon  Ini  («|iAkl«  of  cootrdct' 
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Tlic  question  mast  not,  liowercr,  be  decided  nitliout  dne 
cotiftidcrntion  of  nit  the  facta  wbicb  mny  b«  brougbt    to  bear 
upon  it.     Dr.  Ogstou*'    found,  in  53  inslancea   of   Drowned 
subjects,   tbut   Ibc  rigbt  cuvitie*   «cre   empty    in  :2ca»u; 
merely  moiat  in   1  case;  coulaiuiu^  a  little  blood  in  3  ewes, 
netaly   full   iu3;  full  in  15;  distended   nitb   blood    in  17^^ 
inordiuately   distended   in    12.     Here  tbcQ  vc   find  9  caseff^ 
out  of  53  nliieh,  »t  Grst  si^bt,   appear  to  oounteuance    the 
TJewe  ndvanccd  nbove.     Witb  tbc  exception  of  one  instance, 
bowcTcr,  where  tbo  rigbt  cavilics  were  found  "nearly  full" 
of  blood  lU  KourB  nftcr  dcntb,  tlic»o  canes  afford  ua  no  aucb 
ud.     I  huvc  only  spukcu  witb  rc^iird  to  tbe  condition  of  tbc 
lieart  previous  to  the  occnrrcnce  of  decomposition — wbcrca^H 
iu  8  of  tliCM>  9  eases,  c\amiaatiou  wns  made  from  4  tu  5^^ 
days  after  dcntb. 

Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  judge  boir  many  of  Dr.  Ogston's 
53  cases  can  be  taken  into  this  iuqniry.  We  find  that,  in 
30j  tbe  bodies  were  examined  at  from  11  to  71^  liour*  *fter 
death.  Here,  unfortunately,  tno  distinct  sets  of  eases  are 
inextricably  thrown  together,  rts.  those  in  which  esnmina- 
tion  was  mndc  dtiriiiy  and  e/ier  the  cessation  of  caduTCri 
riKidity.  All,  thcrofore,  that  wc  can  deduce  from  Dn 
Ojiiton's  researches  iu  faror  of  tbc  above  ricw  is — that,  in 
6  out  of  tbc  30  cases,  (oue-sistb),  the  right  cavities  were  not 
found  distended  within  Hj^  bour»  of  death,  while  Dr. 
Ogaton's  experience  did  not  afford  any  recent  case  in  which 
these  cavities   were   found  empty  or  containing  merely  a 


Ing^"  and  arc  no  not  also  inuKhtb]'  Dr.  Aliitm.in  hit  OuUian  of  PulMlogTa 
p.  3n,  thttt,  in  aiich  «UM,  ir«  fioJ  tbo  l«[l  udc  cf  ih?  heart  "nearijr  coaptjf 
and  the  blood  sconinakted  oo  Iho  right  aide  nnd  In  tho  lungi  V    How,  i 
foro,  do  j-Mi  nqdun  four  ttsteiiiDDtt  ao  \mcrljr  opp4*«l  to  tbc 
rocelrfd  ujriiiion  of  pbyuologUt*.  ihal  an  iadWiduR)  caa  die   Aspbi 
wilbout  A  poinlyeoil  tiwl  (»rtr-di»tpodcJ  conUilion  rf  Um  rigl«  veuuicla 
Ok  ban  f 

*  liMulvn  Ue<IwAl  Gu«IU^  for  Atigtiat  IS&I.  yngt  390. 
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flmntl  (]iinntity  of  blood.  StitI  the  importftace  of  even  one 
9ip[Mircutly  cxceptioual  c&sc  like  Mr.  Bishop's  (where,  S-li 
]ioura  aftor  death  by  Drovrniug,  "  tho  righb  side  of  the  lieart 
was  fuimd  very  flahhy  nud  cuutnioed  scarcely  wiy  blood") 
must  not  he  overlooked,  as  iudtcating  the  existence  of  n  din- 
tiiict  law,  tlic  opcratiou  uf  which  is  uot  the  Ic&a  real  because 
frctnieiitly  iuterrupted.  To  judge  fairl_7  of  the  state  of  th^ 
I IienrC  in  cases  of  Asphyxia,  the  bodiea  should  be  examined 
prcrious  to  the  ccnsfttion  of  cadnvcric  rigidity,  and  tlie  etato 
of  the  uuricuhir  aud  vcntricuUkr  wults,  and  the  quimtity  uf 
hlund  cuuialncd  in  the  eavitiea  should  he  decided  upon  while 
the  organ  remains  inxittt.  The  heart  shoiihl  never  be  raided 
from  the  pcricardinm  until  the  projection  or  dcprcsaioii  of  the 
walls  of  its  right  cantics,  and  the  amount  of  their  distention 
or  otherwise  with  hlood  have  been  carefully  ascertained. 

Again,  in  cases  of  Asphyxia,  the  Lungs  ainy  he  found  i  a 
almost  any  eondilioa,  from  a  state  of  extreme  %-ascuUr 
distention  attended  with  mpture  of  the  vessels  or  pulmonarj' 
apoplexy,  to  one  of  nnusnal  blood lessncss.  Dr.  Taylor  snys, 
in  describing  the  appearances  m  cases  of  Drowning.  "Tho 
lungs  &re  sometimea  found  gorged,  and  at  others  pale  nnd 
coUupaed:"  (p.  679).  In  fact,  the  rascniar  condition  of  the 
lungs  in  cases  of  Asphyxia  will  vary  aecordtng  to  the 
plethora  or  anemia  of  the  indiridnal's  systeni,  the  state  of 
his  heart,  the  rapidity  or  slowness  in  tho  opemtion  of  the 
cause*  which  led  to  death,  and  a  variety  of  other  eircum- 
stances. 

In  30  out  of  Dr.  Ogston's  53  cases  Iho  examination  in 
shown  to  Imvc  been  made  within  71  i  hours  after  death.  Of 
these  30  cases,  the  lungs  were  found  sparingly  congested 
in  'l,  congested  in  12,  and  highly  congested  in  H,  Jlcncc 
it  is  siifhcicntly  clear  that  Asphyxia  by  Drowning  is  not 
essentially  charncteriHcd  hy  extraordinary  cngor^ment  of 
the   puliuonury   vcuela.     When,  taking  thgso  facts  intone- 
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connt,  it  is  borne  in  mind  liov  Inrgc  a  proportion  of  nntnral 
deaths  Bcault  from  AsptijiiA,  and  19  rcnicmb«r«d  that  ve  sluUl 
profaablr  not  meet  vritli  one  Cftac  in  ten  thou»and  in  wliicbj 
anematural  dcaib  unatteudcd  nilh  lacmorrliagc  or  exl 
ing  diac1]arg:c8,  abundance  of  blood  «ill  not  be  found  in  the  left' 
Ruricle  mid  in  the  posterior  parts  of  tho  InngSf  we  ahnll  be 
cautious  in  relying  upon  the  condition  of  the  heart  aii^ 
pulmonary  vessels  alone  in  forming  otir  opiniou,  irhcrc  thi 
life  of  a  suspected  party  is  nt  atskc* 

BURYIKG  AUVE. 

TVfi  hare  many  references  to  tliia  practice,  not  only  Ana 
tlie  ancient  Jews,  (Jotlis  and  PeruTinns,  bnt  also,  in  mora 
recent  times,  among  tlio   Afouastic  orders  of  Europe.     Par- 
tin!  Burial  iras  inflicted,  as  apunistimcnt,  by  the  Musaulmiuin 
rulers  of  India ;  f  and  it  ha*  been  generally  reported  that,  ia 
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*  Sea  T>r.  T&j-lur'i  renurks.    "On   ibo  Hrdiciil  KriilaiK^  of  Dcaib  from 
Pranninic,  in  rcUtiou  to  tli*  me  vl  W.  ii,  KirwDii"  (DuUia  Qiuuirljr  Joar- 
Dili  of  Bi<<dii-al  Sciraco.  for  Ffbruary  18S3,  p.  V4).    la  Ibia  «mo  it  wm  fi>mi>|, 
Airt/fOJit  ian*  after  J<ath,  tliwt,  "tbs  luDgs  WCK  hnltlij',"  [ftsd  "cullBMcd*] 
-  but  oongpsuid  poawriorlf ,  )nt«riarljr."  Ac.  ;  this  cMige«li«ti  «««  amd^td  Id 
engOTjjBuimt  of  bloi-d  duriug  life,  [-ihn  mtnute  vmmJs  gotitsd  whlk  U<iod~] 
"TImj  hi-an  wn*  bfnllliy.  onti  empt^  hoth  at  Iha  rigil  uid  l»(l  side,  ^  ^vn  ^_ 
alio  llie  lareti  lewcb  connected  with  it."    In  ibo  ncw^pajwr  teport  of  tli|^| 
M«i,  iho  iD«dieii]  man  who  fxiiinin«il  the  hoAy  dm  made  to  UM-n  that  ihe^^ 
comliiionof  ill*  lonpt  affortlMl  Hulbieni  oTiilutipp  of  vMconr,  a«  be  liad  D«n7 
M«n  >ttcb  congciti^jnofUiobr^tui,  ftsctpi  irluvrc  tkath  had   Ucn   aiiendH, 
with  a  vialctit  slni(cgttr.     As  M%  rikili  matoairat  i«  not  quoted  by  Hr,  TajIev 
il  wa*  proboliljr  not  mad*.    Still  the  jury  appears  lu  Uaff  d«cid«d,  nuual* 
opoB  tl»  madiL-nl  eridenop,  thai  lhi«  wm  a  caw  of  nolmt  d•^A(h.     On«  fwl  ,hI 
may  Mrtainly  bo  taken  fur  grwittd,  in  coses  of  xhi*  dfwripuon.— that,   wbrgH 
iWprorc-MofdecaiupMiUun  has  onco  fairly  tct  in,  no  vutmlar  chanDs  ia 
lli«  lui.u»,Bliurtofopapls)ij,uiu  lio   \a\tc\\  ai  eriJtiieo  tbiu  Axph^xia  bj 
Stnuigulalinit  uT  Drovmlng  «ru  the  cau««>  .A  dmth.  ^H 

t  SirThonnaa  Boo,  who  risitcd  the  rourt  of  ihp  gn-at    M.tgyl  {^  \C\^^^ 
nmtions  thai  one  of  N<inrmahar.ir*iu«ii.lHjiiiK  dclcclvd  [uan  ittrigtw..  wmanrt. 
l«  up  iho  arm-pita  la  Iho  cafUicI(«eraiunn.-d  uhout  Uor,  wUli  her  fwt 
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comp:irntiv{!ty  recent  Umo^,  a  nutive  fcmnle  buried  one  of  her 
slnvc  ^irla  allre.  Until  a  few  yews  sidcc,  tbc  practice  of 
Bun/tug  Lrpvrs  AHvc  appears  to  have  been  commou  iu  UcuiiiJ, 
among  both  the  Musaulmauns  and  tbc  Ilinduii.  Accounts  of 
trials  for  tbia  atrocity  in  tlie  renn  1810  and  1830,  tiill  bo 
found  in  Macnngbtou's  RejM>rts.* 

Caaes  still  occur  in  the  North-West  Provinces. 

In  1352,  three  Zctnindare,  Jlrahoiins,  were  conricted  at 
Sclmrunporc  of  Burying  their  undo,  a  leper,  while  still  oliro. 
He  had  become  reduced  to  a  loathsome  condition  by  the 
fe«rful  ravages  of  the  disease;  and,  for  eight  nigbts  and  diiys, 
lay  moaniog  and  cryiag  outside  bis  house,  into  which  he 
could  not  be  brought  by  reason  of  the  putrid  stat«ofbti 
sores,  and  their  baring  generated  maggots.  AU  this  time, 
bo  supplicated  bis  ncpbcws  to  put  aa  ead  to  bis  miserahlc 
existence.  They  bcaitatcd  aud  questioned  for  some  time, 
liis  entreaties  aud  imprccationa  were,  however,  more  than 
they  could  bear,  and  they  decided,  as  they  afterwards  cuu- 
fcHsed,  on  taking  the  oousequeuces  aud  burying  him  alire. 
They  took  him  down  to  a  nuHaA  at  dusk,  dug  a  bole,  and 
thus  disposed  of  tUo  body.  They  stated  that  the  chest  was 
just  nrarm,  hut  no  more.  He  vroa,  to  use  their  own  expression, 
beyond  death  when  tboy  consigned  bim  to  bis  gmrct 

In  tbc  following  year,  two  Uussolmaans  were  sentenced  to 
ifoprisoumeut  and  fine,  at  Moradabad,  for  having  Buried  llidr 


lo  ■  auk«,  M  to  coniinve  iknv  iajt  and  t<t«  nights  without  mj  auitcouics, 
buT  bMd  uul  arnu  b«ri\  «xpca«d  u  tlie  vkil«Dt  heat  ot  tbf  »uii.  If  ilic  duid 
iini  in  that  lim*,  shv  mu  tu  b*  panlunMl.  Itj' (he  Munjlnutan  I«ir,  ifs 
pcrsoa  bv  put  nitre  into  •  gr*"^  ftnil  kt^pf  t2i«rc  until  bv  dm,  accordiag  u 
linui)  MahomMl,  tha  murdorer  is  liable  tu  tnlbt  deatli  iu  rrtribulinn  ;  but ,  ia 
lb*  opinion  lit  Aboa  If  an«*rkh,  jailjiroont  ta  ^t«d  fur  tli«  prico  of  I4<mJ  (wI* 
payabli?  hj  tbc  Aaltitali,b«c«nMtli«lwniicid*  i>  nirl  conusittnl  with  n  woim). 
*  VoL  i,  p.  SIS  ;  and  iL.  p.  IS.  And  ruL  iii.,  p.  139.  Sm  hIm  It«|turt«  <ir 
Cum  in  whi«h  Lepm  wan  roluntaril]-  biini«id  abn  or  drawned,  in  I8ii  and 
IslC  «oL  !.,  pi^  2»  and  M>. 

t  Kiwinat  A«li«lut  Uapoiti^  IT.  W.  P.,  AUl  DKwmbcr  leu.  p.  ia«a 
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IcprouA  brother  alirc,  at  his  ovn  request.  Uc  lind  been 
nfllicted  nitli  Icproii/  tcu  or  fifteea  years,  kU  liiiiids  had 
dropped  off,  the  aores  on  bis  body  were  full  of  worms,  and  ^ 
the  smell  proceeding  from  him  was  iotflnselj'  ofFeusive.  He 
iulrc&tcd  bin  brothers  to  Bury  him  iUive,  aud  tbreatened  to 
k&uut  them  iiL  the  next  world  if  they  refused  to  accede  to 
Lia   risquest.*  ^H 

I-'cnrful   as   tbeae    errors  are,  tbcy  possibly  find     their  ^" 
parallels  ia  Great  Drttnia   in  the  present   Any.    It   is    said 
to  bo  a  common  practice,  in   the  remote  nortbera  pacts    of^| 
Scotlnnd,  for  the  friends  of  one  ia  whom  the  death  agonr  is  ^^ 
Biuch  protracted  to  remote  the  snpport  from  bis  bead,  with  a 
view  to  expedite  dibsolutiou.     There  cannot  l>c  a  doubt  that, 
almost  within  the  memory  of  persons  now  liring,  the  Irish 
peasantry  considered  tliemsclves  perfectly  justified  in  puttiug 
a  victim  of  iiydropbobin  "  out  of  his  miacrj/'  by  smoUicriiig  J 
bim  under  a  feather  bed  I  ( 

Towards  the  end  of  last  century,  the  widows  oE  tho  Ycjffet, 
the  en»t»  of  Hindu  weavers,  were  not  unCrequcutly  Uuricd 
Alive  with  their  deceased  husbands.  ^^ 

Ward  fouudj  on  inquiring  among  the  Hiudus  employed  | 
at  Sernmporc,  that  utmost  every  one  of  them  had  seen  widows 
thus  Buried  Alive.  He  describes  that  a  lai^e  find  deep  gtaie 
is  dug  near  the  Ganges,  and,  after  certain  preparatory  cere- 
monies, tbo  widow  descends  into  it,  and  takes  the  dead  bud; 
on  her  hip  and  encircles  it  with  her  arms.  The  earth  is 
thrown  in  by  degrees,  and  two  persons  descend  into  the 
grave,  pressing  it  firm  nilb  their  feet  around  her.  The  earth 
keeps  rising ;  still  sho  makes  uo  rcmoustrimee  or  eflTurt 
escape.  At  Icugth  it  rcacUca  to  her  bead,  and  then,  in  haste 
the  rest  of  the  csrth  is  thrown  upon  kcr  and  troddeu  doim.' 
A  very  singular  crime  gave  rise  to  a  trial  at  SyU 


ito^ 
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1  March  1853.  A  gomiishta,  Imving  given  ofTcnce  to  two 
juiig  nindtti,  wan  inveigled  hy  them  into  their  lioiisc,  nt 
oiglit :  and,  vrith  the  assistance  of  their  father  mid  younger 
brother,  wjis  murdered.  Two  of  tlie  neighbour*,  hmtriiig 
groans  iti  the  prisoners' house,  asked  whnt  wiis  the  matter ; 
but,  recciriiig  no  reply,  went  to  the  house,  when  one  of  the 
prisoners  cnrnc  out  nnd  struck  the  tight  donn,  wliilc  his 
motlicr  set  lire  to  part  of  the  buildings.  On  entering  and 
Acarching  the  house,  tho  ueighboura  discovered  a  grave,  or 
hole,  described  us  about  one  finth  (or  cubit)  broad,  two  long, 
and  two  deep,  which  wiw  covered  over  with  n  mat.  Under 
the  mat  was  a  board,  with  five  or  iix  bamboos  laid  upon  it, 
and  under  the  board  was  the  body-  of  the  uufortuoate 
goinaahta,  lying  amidst  mud  and  water,  which  hnlf  fdled  the 
grftTc.  The  Sessions  Judge  considered  it  probable  that  the 
four  prisoners  tumbled  the  deceased  iuto  the  grave,  and  then, 
putting  the  hoard  over  him,  (for  the  hoard  very  exactly  5tted 
the  grave,}  stood  upon  it  till  he  was  safFocatcd.  No  outward 
marks  were  observable  on  the  body,  and  it  was  too  decom- 
posed to  he  examined  internally  by  the  Surgeon,  who,  how- 
ever, from  its  appearance,  was  of  opinion  that  the  deceased 
did  not  die  a  natural  death,  hut  might  have  been  sufTucated.* 

StnciDE. 

Besides  the  cases  alluded  to  above,  instances  of  Suicide  hy 
Durinl.t  by  Poison  and  in  other  ways  by  persons  sitting 
Dhurna,  with  a  liopo  to  bring  down  a  curse  upon  those  whose 
doors  they  hiul  rainly   beset,  begging  for  the  payment  of 


*  HiMunnt  Adawlut  Ruporu,  f  ol.  iii.,  part  1  of  IS&3,  p.  309.  S«i  k1m>  an 
•troL'ioii*  cOKO,  wliMii  li  wr*t«lt,  at  Duming  (Auksi)  \».txAy  contcMinl  tv  Imw 
ttrUtiiil  ihu  Dpck  uf  hb  iofMil  duighter.  lu  have  ibrtmn  her  on  the  gronnd, 
ftn<)  than  In  hftro  Buried  htr  Alivt. — N.  A,  Boporlt,  *nl.  ir.  vS  IS24.  p,  361, 

f  Sw  K  «iuv  of  &uid<l«  iitit  murder,  triwi  in  tSSS,  in  which  %  fukoor,  b«itng 
Atiln]  In  r<y«ivi!  uunlrSnituicui  tram  a  ahop-keeper  in  nWth  Agm,  adjnarnMl 
to  a  tope  nitliuut  tliu  town,  and  tat  Dhurna  tut  soitts  ilayt ;  wbon  ht  «Uow«l 


o»  MvbiCAt  /iTRisraroBNCi 


debts  or  for  n  giftj  were  formerlT  not  nnfrcqucat  in  lijk 
have  seen  it  mcnliouwl  tlmt,  about  thirty  TCar»  sioee,  U 
lepcn  of  Bcnnrci  burnt  tliemsclvcs,  nud  niactj  otlMnlM 
thcmsch-cs  into  vcUs,  to  rcTcago  tbeiuticlvf^  uponsaotB 
who  hnd  oficnilcil  tlicm. 

I  nm  informed  that,  in  the  inretcrate  feuds  which  pan 
nmon^'  rival  fumiliea  and  Tillages  up-country-,  it  isstiUfafir 
means  a  rcr^'  mre  thing  for  an  aged  person  to  aUovlWcil 
to  be  taken,  a  irilling  victim,  into  his  opponctita'  lanivVtt 
hiH  people  intmlcr  him,  and  elio-rgc    Lis   crime  opinte 
adversaries.     This  barbarity  appears  to   be  a  vestige  d  di 
ohl  Iliudu  practice  of  erecting  a  Koor.     A  circular  pikrf 
wood  was  prt^parcd  ready  for  conQagration  ;  upon  thii  lau- 
times  a  cow,  and  sometimes  an  old  vromnn,  was  placed,  tal 
the  whole  was  consumed  togct)jcr.     The  object  of  tliii  pK- 
tice  was  to  intimidate  the  ofliccrs  of  Government  or  oAin 
fW)in  importunate  demands,  as  the  e0ect  of  the  wcnfieen 
supposed    to  involve  great  sin    in  the   person   whoM  OT' 
duct  forced  tbo  constructor  of  the  A'oor   to    this  cxpedicD. 
Sir  S.  Shore,  who  was  one  of  tbe  fint  to  describe  this  poo- 
ticc,*^  inctitions  that  an  instance  occurred  in  the  Beam 
district,  in  1788.     Three  Brahmins  Ituld  lands  ia  partuai^ 
with  othcrB,  but  the  public  assessment  was  uaequallr  m- 
posed  upon  them,  as  their   partners  paid  less,   while  tfcef 
were  charged  with  more  than  their  due  proportion-  tbtt, 
tlicrofore,  refused  to  pay  any  part  of  the  revenues  wbaurer, 
and  erected  a   Koor,  as  they  declared,  to  iutimidnlo  th« 
OoYcrnmcut  officers  from  makiiigauy  undue  dcmaudi  npM 
them.     Au  old  woman  had  sullcrcd   herself  to    be   tilicnl 


LtmavU  to  be  Buriei  Alit«  bjr  Ilia  cuuipoDioiu — lhlacniif;li  ten's  R^^portL  nL  iL 
p.  Jim.  S«*  aiao  AAialic  l!c*tMit<eiii>H  vol,  ii,,  p.  49.  RoguUtion  VU.  of  ItaOl 
Cgadora  Uio  wffi'He*  ot»iv.iag  Dliama  piinikliabk  by  &nt  or  inprUooBMU. 

•  On  uiDO  Extrwrdiatry  PmU,  Ctutouu  u>d  PrjKtcoa  oT  Uio  HlniW- 
A^ib  ItcManliu,  toI.  it.,  p.  333. 


I\    BKNOAL  AND   TnR    N.    W.    PRO^lHCSt.  457 

on  the  pile;  but  the  timclr  intcrpoaitian  of  authority  pre* 
veoted  the  complctioD  of  tlic  Riicriflce;  tlic  woman,  who  was 
nearly  blinc],  trai  xnmmnne;)  to  appear  bcrore  the  l^iij^lish 
Supcriutendpntj  hut  nhsolutely  refused,  declaring  thut  «lic 
woald  throv  herself  into  the  first  Trell  rather  than  submit. 
Th«  summons  was  not  enfoMcd.  This  vns  mentioned  by  Sir 
J.  Shorc>  as  the  only  iustonco  of  selling  up  a  A'oor  which  had 
occurred  for  msiiy  years  prcrious  to  1788,  although  the 
practice  iras  snid  to  have  been  frequent  formerly ;  hut  it  vas 
ciprcsaly  assorted  to  hai'O  been  limited  to  a  very  siatill 
portion  of  that  profiac«.* 


*  A  rckrdKw  to  SMtrforl'a  Di|CMt  vl  Hit  CrlinlnU  Law  of  tbe  Pral- 
icnisy  ot  Fort  WUUub*  will  Acnr  with  bnw  much  diKcnl^  tho  Urtliftuiu, 
und  Mpooialljr  tltote  of  Bensret,  wvrv  nktr^ioeil  bjr  our  OoremuicuU  Uiwartls 
th  Uu«r  put  of  111*  Uit  ecBlury,  frtm  ooauiviUifi^  set*  o{  fruilk  viukmMi 
fal  OpfOshion  to  llgal  BuUiarlty,  with  «  rlsw  to  httUnidatc  (he  utlfo  •omau 
of  OvvcfVlnclit— they  rt'^rtod  iIi«m'  Kavrri  (farettlvMod  Ut  cut  Uiwr  witm 
ui4  ehildfvn  La  [licvn,  aiul  <it«n  did  ia  toiM)  Miot  ctiry  tbttr  threat 
Into  oflvcl  (  UwratcJ  tfavir  owk  liodlc*  aiora  or  lota  lUfbdjr  willi  kai«M 
or  nunra  ;  and  thmaUniHl  tu  throw  themMlrN  Into  well*,  or  to  «ta1l>>» 
pniooo.  In  MHue  tew  iaManues,  thew  nirn  dciiroyvd  ibaDuelvaa  b>  brififf  utmn 
tlwaropponnislliaoiirH  whioh  atlaehoi  to  ih«  skfcr  of  a  Brahnun— but 
ibeae  cases  were  tho  exiie]itloii.  Oue  of  ib»M!  extreuw  IniUoeca.  howftiT. 
ooeunwd  ia  Tiriioot  to  rtwaily  a»  Ihi^  jt*x  l?t3.  Two  ntco  were  miilitUtci 
fur  Um  Moluiiitatilp  of  a  "Moth'  or  Uindo  Tuniplu  at  lluj^upiiro.  Onoof 
ihtBu  Betrui  OoiSi  eama  io  live  ihanMiOi  ami  dpttrvd  tho  Daruf^ah  tucvine 
•(Uk^kljr,  as  I'unoni,  Ills  u)i|Knu>nl.  Iiul  •hiil  biaimulf  into  one  of  the  taniiithm 
and  *cl  fire  to  lb«  place.  The  l>sri<|;Bli  fvuud  lli«  temple  in  HonMa,  ami, 
furring  open  tha  tluar,  dragged  out  tlw  dnce*a»d,  moit  mcreljr  acarcbnl  aihl 
■lulta  taMaalblei  On  throwfair  wnio  oold  wak-r  on  liix  hM,  Ira  rorind  fvr 
a  (tnv  momenlik  aad  nada  uaa  of  Ua  tart  braatb  to  moom  Beataai  Uoaa 
anJ  l>rvotb«naf  kann|[  beaten  biao,  ihruwn  bitn  down,  |^  oo  tiii  chc«l, 
fixrail  |HitBua  down  bit  thn>u.  anj  dnggioi  him  into  tlM>  (nnplir.  nhivh  Uioy 
Ibtrii  cloaod  aad  >ct  -m  An.-.  I'bu  (.'liil  Surscnu  foiuwl  au  jioiaon  ia  llw 
riveeni,  a*!  ilaclan«l  that  tba  tuan  diwl  liy  cxhanaliaB,  and  kut  f>on  any 
otbrr  tmtut.  The  iIom',  wlicn  ibc  paUot  came,  waa  UaMMil  (ib  Um  lanili; 
Mliiiih  maid  onlj  lia*o  bauii  done   bf  Ibe  daeuaed,  akJ  it  appcarod  that  1m 
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It  would  be  out  of   place    here  to    inquire  at  mcb 
lengtli  into  tlic  principal  Causes  of  Suicide  amoug  Nititck 

It  is  almost  uccdicss  to  mention,  tba.t  Suicide  hu  ilmi 
been  held  by  the  Hindu  religiou  to  be  one  of  the  most  aeent- 
able  rites  that  cfto  be  offered  to  their  KaDgiiinary  deitici.    if- 
eordiiiKto  the  At/en  Akftenj,  there  were  five  kiniia  of  Saini; 
held  to  he  meritorious  iu  the  lliiidii — viz.  Starving;  Cow- 
ing himself  vrith  eow-iluugj  and  setting  it  on  fire,  coammi^ 
himself  therein ;  Uuryiug  himself  in  bdow  ;  Xmtneniii«ktn' 
■elf  iu  the  water  nt   the  extremity  of  Bon  pfiil,  when  li« 
Ganges  discharges  itself  iuto  the  sea  througU  a  thoonl 
channch,  cnuraeruting  his  sins  and  praying  till  the  aUigitdn 
como  and  devour  him ;  or  Cutting  his  Throat  at  Allalu^ 
at  the  confluence  of  the   Ganges  and  Jumna.     To  tln« 
might  bo  niMed  the  custom  which  formerly  prevailed  »t  tt 
Mahadeo  Uill*,  where  men  threw  themselves  from  a  peifw- 
dicultti'  height  of  four  or  five  hundred  feet,  and  were  dashc^ 
to  pieces  on  the  rocks  below — to  fulfil  the   vows  of  Uai 
mothers;*  Drowning  at  lIurdiTar,  Allahabad,  and  Sragor; 
the  horrible  praetiee  of  dying  under  the  wbcela    of  Jup^ 
nath's    ear;    jierishing   iu    the   cold  of  the    Ilimftlayah*— 
and  the  custom  of  Sati.    This  latter  pmctlce  appcsn  tn 
have  been  nearly^  or  quite  extinguished  in    Bengal,  bjr  tk 
hiimime  legislnliou  of  the  British  (lorcrnmcut ;  but  it  is  <tiO 
fearfully  prevalent  in  several  of  the  Native  States  of  Ii»&; 
and  casea  uUo  from  time  to  time  occur  in  the  N.  W.  Pro- , 
vinces.    The  latest  cnsc«  of  Sati  with  which  I  am  acqoaiut 

hit4  ft  tinarM  with  IVHnm  IXih  nml  llio  (wo olb»r*— in  wliU-lt  hv  wui 
nnd  cii])ut«iiu)  inmilL-cl,  nnil  iiu  KtiaU'ticdupxamft  Ara,rukhi-<I  iou>  th*  i 
ilut  himself  tit,  ftutL  w.'(  Gru  to  tii«  cloili  rociF.* 

■  Sluumau's  Kamb|i>i  and  Itccallcrtlons,  m>l.  L,  p.  ^aa. 


'  Pllka  B«port,  L.  P.  fur  ItiKt,  p  t.  AKucdtut  to  Plnnrl.  u   wu    siHimll;    ■ 
•diuiroKh/  Ionian, BuJ  tiirnt  bimwlf  ena  fuevlal pOfb 
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occurred  at  Bcaarcs  ia  1S5S,*  And  at  SLnbjcLanporo  ia 

TJic  Nntivcs  of  Uengnl  not  unfrcqucutly  destroy  tbcm- 
selves  ID  tEcspnir  when  the  subjects  of  incurable  makdiea, 
Formerly  tbese  suicides  of  tbe  diseased  aud  the  aged  vrcro 
publicly  efVected  n'itb  a]l  the  formnlities  of  a  religiuuH  rite. 
The  self-dcToted  iiidiriduaU  being  Uilrued  Alive,  throwiog 
tlicmsclves  iuto  pits  filled  with  ig'uitcd  materials,  Drowned 
in  the  Gaagca,  or  Cruslted  to  death  at  Jugt;cruitutli4 

In  Professor  T.  W,  Wilauu's  memoir,  on  'the  I'aiiiful 
AiFcctions  of  tbe  Stomach  termed  by  the  Qativcs  of  itea> 
gal  "Peeisool."^ — (Indian  Annals  of  Medical  Scicucc,  Octo- 
ber 1854,)  tbe  author  uieattoas  that,  so  obstiuato  is  this 
JWteoot  cousidcred  by  tbe  natives,  tlint  it  is  ultributcd 
to  a  weapon  in  the  bands  of  Sivn,  who  inflicts  tbe  blow, 
but  CAunot  remore  the  diacase;  the  ftuJIercr,  in  conscqucuect 
often  dcipnirs  and  accks  relief  by  Suicide.  The  same 
number  of  the  Aiiunls  also  contains  a  very  remarkable 
cane  by  Dr.  J.  "W.  Madge,  of  the  Madras  Horse  Brigade,  in 
vhich  B  native  hone-keeper  banged  himself  about  clcvca 
hours  after  receiving  a  very  severe  kick  on  the  abdomen, 
which  caused  great  depression  and  excruciating  pidn.  lu 
addition  to  other  injuries,  it  was  discovered  thnt  the  duode- 
num vt&a  entirely  divided  across  (except  one  small  strip)  as 
if  by  n  sbnrp  iu<itntmcut,  and  the  edges  everted  to  the  extent 
of  hftlf  nn  inch  at  each  end. 

In  A  trial  nt  Mynpoorce,  the  accused  stated  that  his  wife, 
eleven  or  twcKc  years  of  age,  killed  herself  by  cutting  her- 
self across  the  abdomen  with  a  fiutya  "  because  of  the  paiits 
in  the  belly  which  she  bad  long  endured;"  the  circumstances 


•  NicAiuut  Adawlut  Rupiirt*.  N  W.  P.,  30ih  Juno  Issa. 
t  Ilritl,  IbI  Apt'il  i'i'it,  i>.  359  kud  actk  tiopteiDUir,  p.  43». 
t  llany  int^mtintt  imnk-ulnrf  nJaiifti  lo  ihe  cansiiuuiii  of  Buicklr  by 
|>«nM>  who  w«n  lUaoMiwI,  p[H>r,  or  dcopiwd,  will  lio  raaml  in  Wnnl'ii  «  oik . 
Vid.  tL,  3(d  ctlibMi,  ^  1  lii  uit  121.    boo  psgo  M>  vf  Uiu  MwimJ. 
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of  the  case  rendered  tins  etntcmcnt  improbable.  Twoi 
sera,  Tliakoors,  acquitted  him,  remarking  tliat — "  tromanfia 
threw  themjiehcs  into  weltt  when- suffer  in ff  pain."  'nKtbi 
n  Ynkccl,  convicted  liiiu  of  trilfal  murder.* 

A  case  has  already  be«u  cited  (at  p.  :388)  ia  vhich  a  «osm 
when  BufTcring  from  a  paroxysm  of  poia  in  the  stomaeK* 
wliicli  nhc  had  Itecu  for  some  time  subject,  took  ap»ti(U 
nnd  killed  her  two  childretij  and  ihcu  endeavoured  to  j 
own  thront. 

In  the  tabic  above  alluded  to,  Dr.  "Woodford  *hc 
in  m  cases,  Suicide  was  commtttcd  in  the  fallowiag  mc 
Hanging  10;  DroTrningO;  ArsenicS;  Cut  Throat  Ij 
narcutic  poison,  supposed  to  be  Opiuro,  1.-)- 

SIMULATED  DEATH. 

India  is,  probably,  the  only  country  in  the  world  vlitflj 
person,  iriahiag  to  prefer  a  false  charge  against  liis  encs^i 
would  venture  to  simulate  death,  and  allow  himself  to  be 
brought  tu  a  medical  man  for  examination.  I  Jmvc  hctrdof 
more  than  one  cnsc  of  this  kind.  Dr.  Kenneth  Maclfinnoo  it 
forms  roe,  that  the  b4Kly  of  a  man  alleged  to  linvc  been  murd* 
cd,  was  brought  to  him  »omo  years  si  nee.  Finding  thattki 
deceased  had  a  very  tulcruhk  pulse,  he  adopted  means  whA 
assisted  the  corpse  in  makiug  ofT  with  great  activity,  h 
another  case,  an  olTcr  to  save  tlic  deceased's  friends  the  tt- 
pense  of  burning  his  corpse,  nas  attended  with  the  best  rewJtt. 

Instances  of  this  crime  appear  to  he  of  great  frequency  m 
India,  and  there  is  also  reason  to  believe  that  persons  af^ 
by  no  means  rarely,  charged  falsely  vith  its  commissioo. 


■  Ni»miil  AHuwIuI  lt(T|iurts  US.  W.  P..  3U1  SUy    18&3,  p.  7IQ, 

t  Till'  oriiui.-  of  attcuijitiiig  Ui  urumnit  Siin-i'lt',  u  puniitlinlilo  unili<r  tlw 
Ttniuni  orSwriiijii  XIS.,  Hc^.  XIS.  ut   isU7.  iiee  N.  A.SvrtorU,  vol.  iiL,  i 
1  oT  1633,  p.  M3. 
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In  tlio  iiivcHtigation  of  ensca  of  Rape,  difficulty  may  some- 
times arise  with  reffard  to  the  question  of  Puberhj.  Colia- 
liitatiou  ia  marriage  certainly  takes  place  much  cnrlier  licrc 
tliau  in  otlier  countries;  and,  consequently,  the  dcvclopc- 
ment  of  Puberty  is  frequently  hastcacd;  but  it  appears  very 
doubtful  whether  menstruation  nntntally  occurs  much  sooner 
in  life  in  India  than  in  Europe.*  Dr.  Webb's  Pathologia 
lodica  contains  some  important  remiurks  on  this  subject  by 
Baboo  ModusoodiLu  Gnpta,  who  shons  that,  according  to 
Sushrutn,  "  the  menstrual  diBchargc  begins  after  the  tteelfth 
and  ceases  after  the  fiftieth  year."  Angira,  one  of  the  Hindu 
law-givers,  says  that  girls  are  called  Bajaawala  (or  females 
nith  meuHcs)  after  the  tenth  year.  Atri  and  Kasynpa 
(Hindu  sages)  state  ttiat,  if  an  unmarried  girl  discharges 
the  menstrual  tlaid  at  her  father's  house,  the  father  tucura  a 
guilt  similar  to  that  of  destroying  a  foetus,  and  the  daughter 
becomes  Bnsalee,  or  degraded  in  rank.  It  appears  that  this 
doctrine  is  generally  acted  upon  throughout  the  Hindu 
community.  According  to  the  Baboo's  obseivaliou,  the 
females  of  this  country  generally  arrive  at  the  age  of  Puberty 
after  the  twelfth  year,  when  they  arc  fit  for  all  the  purposes 
of  marriage.  IJc  thinks  that  Menu  very  judiciously  fixed 
the  time  of  marriage  of  females  at  twelve  with  mcu  of  thirty. 
Most  of  the  females  of  this  country  begin  to  men-ttniatc 
after  the  twelfth  year,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  thirteentli, 
and  the  function  continues  till  the  fortieth  and,  in  some 
cases,  to  the  forty-6ftb.  Menstruation  at  ten  years  ia  very 
uncommon,  it  probably  docs  not  occur  iu  more  than  one 
or  two  instances  out  of  a  hundred  females.  It  is  perhaps 
equally  rare  for  it  to  he  delayed  beyond  the  thirteenth  year. 
It  is  the  custom  of  the  country,  in  their  early  marriages, 
to  send  the  girl  at  perhaps  nine  yenrEi,  occnaiouallr,  to  the 


•  I   belicn  tltaC   Dr.   Rot>onAn*s  iminiriM  fed  Uim  to  ruriu   ncwrly  ifaU 
opinion,  but  I  hstv  uvt  bis  Mvnvir  >t  kuncL 


oif  VCDiCjtc  JtrstsrKmExrs 


liOQso  of  her  liusbniid;  but,  if  the    hoslMUid  be  Milubi 
that  Uu&  cannot  be  (lone,  menstruation  is  gcncnUf  ieiim 
till  the  thirtccuth  ;car.     lie  bclieres    Chat   the  riTi^  i 
appear  sooner  or  later  according  to  the  mode  uf  liiingcf  Ik 
females,  and  the  sexual  excitement  to  which  tbqrmrk 
8uhj(M;tcd,  as  he  finds  that  the  first  meostruatioo  Upi\ 
in  good  circumsUncca  generally  takes  place  -when  Hxjm 
eleven  j-cara  old,  eveo  io  some  cases  at  ten  years.    Uei 
ol}3ervcd  a  female  ia  indigent  circumatanccs   to  mc 
earlier  thiin  the  age  of  twelre  years.     Ife  has  been  ii 
by  acvcral  women  that,  when  the  mciutru.'U   fliut  bctiHl 
early  as  in  the  eloventh  or  twelfth  fcar,  it  does  not,  ioM 
caaes,  recur  for  a  year  after  thia  first  appcftrancc  ;  but, after  ^ 
period,  the  secretion  again  takes  its  natural  course.     Itmn 
therefore  be  fiurly  questioned  whether  or  not  this,  wliitk  ii 
supposed  by  them  to  he  n  first  appetu-ance,  may  uot  bentihai 
a  first  copulation,  and  the  rexult  of  a  ruptured  brmen.* 
About  a  yeai-  since,  1  examined  tbe  body  of  a  poor 
stated  to  be  only  twelve  years  old,  who  bad  lii-cd  for  aoA} 
a  year  with  hor  husband,  a  man  between  twenty  ancl  tbrti 
years  of  age.     Her  outward  appearance  was  that  of  a  wdt 
grown  child  of  eleven  or  twelve — there  were  none  (£  lb 
outward  signs  of  puberty.     The  uterus  was  tbat  of  a  cW. 
The  vagina,  however,  was  considerably  developed. 

I  have  lately  seen  the  particulars  of  a  caac  given  by  Dr. 
W.  A.  Orccn,  of  Dacca,  in  which  he  had  to  perform  cnaw* 
tomy.  The  putient  wus  a  Hindu  girl  of  twelve  \a  laboot 
with  her  first  child.  The  head  was  impacted,  and  she  died 
uudelivcred.t    According  to  the  Abbo  Dubois,  who  nnidei 


•■  Op.  Cilftt,  rwgo277. 

t  l>r.  Sloakley.  of  Nnrthninptiiu.  Co.  Virpini*.  rclalP*  tlio  irm^  ot»  tma* 
Ifirl  fAiVricA  yanr*  of  i^,  who  liruiijjhl  rofik  a  liialiby  obild  ofoidlatn 
MuMtftcr  lb  nulural  ktioiir  of  a  rcuiurhaliljf  vaaj- i-liaroctnr^i»i,y^,(j4^ 
Metl.  Kimuiiifr,  April  la  JO.  anil  MtdL  Cliir.  !{.■».  for  Qchibcr  or  thm  yrar 

Aotuiding  hi  T»jlor.  Iho  «4rliM(  kgo  at  «hicJi  LMprttpiktUjo  hag  Ma 
Luuwb  tu  o<i:ur  is  Hint  jcur*. 
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!□  tlic  Madras  Presidency,  TUncJu  girls  althougli  married  at 
n  very  early  ogc,  rcmaia  nt  tlioir  parents'  bonsos  until  tlic 
first  appcnrnnce  of  menstruation,  when,  after  certain  ccre- 
mouici,  they  are  sent  to  their  husbands. 

According  to  Aboo  Haitccfa,  a  male  cannot  be  considcretl 
to  have  arrircd  at  tbc  age  of  Puberty,  until  he  hfts  cumpk-tcd 
liis  eiijhteenth  year,  nnkss  he  is  proved  to  have  indulged 
ia  or  to  be  capable  of  sexunl  intercounc.  Yoosuf  auii 
Moohumniul  say  t\\e  fifteenth  yew-* 

la  Enghili  law,  «D  infant  vnder  the  age  of  fauriten  years 
is  presumed  to  be  unable  to  commit  n  Knpc ;  nor  U  evidence 
admissible  against  hint  to  show  that,  in  point  of  fact,  bo  has 
attained,  the  full  state  of  Puberty,  and  was  capable  of  com- 
mitting the  crime.t 

I  Bud  recent  eases  in  which  lads  of  fiftten  and  aisteen 
years  were  convicted  of  Ilapc.  There  ia  an  instance  on 
recordj  in  which  u  buy  tfartcea  or  fourlccn  years  of  age  waa 
found  guilty  of  tbc  crime*  and  sentenced,  iu  couaidcratiou 
of  bis  youth,  to  three  years'  imprisonracut4  One  iu  which 
a  lad  of  fottrtemt  was  sentenced  to  five  years'  imprisonment 
for  Kapa  on  a  girl  of  nbont  the  same  ngo.f  And  another 
where  a  boy  only  (en  years  old  waa  convicted  by  the  futwa 
of  Knpeon  a  girl,  three  ycim  of  ngc  ;  tbc  court  sentenced  him, 
as  for  a  misdemeanor,  to  imprisonment  for  one  ycnr.|| 

It  ia,  however,  aJways  a  mutter  of  great  difficulty  lo  obtaiu 
a  correct  ausncr  with  regard  to  a  Native's  age.  Siikguhir 
qnestiouH  sometimes  arise  in  tho  courts  upon  this  point. 
A  lad  calling  himself  twelve  years  of  age,  but  who  npjjearcd 
to  be  about  fourteen  or  fifteen,  was  convicted  of  Rape  on  * 


*  IiiaW  lr>  MudiDi^hliii'*  Kopovta,  *oL  L 

i  Rovcm  «it<l  An-hboM,  m  cited  bj  BMnfbrt.  p.  570, 

t  Klismut  Ailawlnt  RppOTts,  voL  iii.,  p.  U7. 

§  Nixaaiut  Adantut  IIc|><^ti>,  V.  W-  P..  4th  I>t(«ml>«r  1S»,  p.  140% 

II   Ilfii.  vol.  til.  p.  87,  nnd  BMafort,  par*.  3DIS. 
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child  of  DiDC ;  and,  with  reference  to  his  extrcmo  youth,  was 
scutenccd  to  only  throe  years'  impmoumcnt  with  laboar  ia 
irons.*  A  priioucr  tried  nt  Buudlckund  for  Rape  uti  acbilj 
of  seven,  represented  bis  iige  to  be  eleven  ycara  ;  although,  in 
the  opitiiou  of  the  Sessions  Judge  aud  of  the  jury,  he  must 
hare  been  about  eighteen  years  old.t 

In  tbeeaseof  females,  however, it  will  be  generally  ii»|nired 
of  the  Medical  witness,  not  bow  oU  the  girl  is,  bat  whether  he 
considers  that  she  hna  reached  the  age  or  coudition  of  puberty. 

According  to  the  English  Liiw,  the  ualnvtal  and  civronl 
knowledge  of  a  girl  under  the  iif/e  of  ten  i/rara  is  felony  ;  and, 
if  the  girl  is  ahoee  the  age  of  ten,  and  under  the  age  t^  twelve 
f/ears,  the  offence  is  a  initsdemeaaor ;  and,  in  these  cases,  it 
ia  immaterial  whether  the  net  was  done  with  or  without  the 
consent  of  tlic  fctoale.t 


•  NiittMUt  Adawlilt  RrporU.  W.  W.  P..  SUl  O.l.jlwr  1833.  p.  1326. 
t  liui.  Sib  May  I8&1,  |k.  -174.— A  msD  cf  Itktiilii.  who  caiiruacd  bo  Iho 
mttnlsr  of  hi*  wITb,  ilcclarcd,  on  trial,  ttiat  be  yns  Iwelrc  yttn  of  Bpe : 
KllbouRfai  lit  tW  JFiuIru's  ojunion  AtiA  in  that  otHto  juty,  it  was  nlcar  ihnl 
msnoClMBthmtbiiij.  Ilv  hiut,  iui>n-ov«r,  Ititck  mssMchioa  >iiil  k  biuli 
bMr*II — Jhi'i,  Vtli  8»ptvmb«r  1S53,  p.  11&&. — A  |ifiMjn«r  couvklMl,  ftl  Al 
hKbwl.  ol  nmnler  tuid  n>bb«r^,  <m»  rwouiuiiiiliHl  bj'  the  T^cmioim  Jods« 
■  tniliffiit*J  piiaiilimcnt  on  account  nt  lus  youlb,  k«  appearing  bt  lie  only  ks- 
t«Mi  7«*n  old.  Al  tlip  Uidiinab,  lhe[aiaonerKUt«3  thattiUaROwu  lwmty>«i]L 
Tim  Jndget  of  Ihc  Superior  Ccurt  oW-rrtJ,  thai  t1i«  ScNlona  Jutl^  had  nut 
cnofomud  to  the  Circular  Order  No.  105  of  th>  4Ui  IlMcmbcr  ISlt,  whidb 
dirvctj  thai,  w)iciuin^r  ■  JiiiIkc  maj  h>TC  ronson  lo  bclicrc  thai  a  pritonar 
hM  tuui  kis  af^  inacoiinil«ly,  he  riiaold  specify  ««i  the  rwonl  of  lk«  trl 
hUopiakinaa  to  l}tii  appartnt  »£"  of  Ihn  priionnr.  Il  knatButtcient  to  njT' 
(a*  the  8«Mian>  Juili,'«  luJ  <luu«  in  tbp  |irv*ent  ca»cj  tlwl  t^*  ptttoiKT  is  not 
'  uT  inatutv  «ku.'  JIi;  wnt  iberefure  uallcd  upon  to  iup|il}'  tliu  ilvfoct.  lie 
rtpuTt«J  tliat,  havioK  ug«ia  bad  tho  priaouor  brou);lii  twfjro  him,  *  fci* 
appurvot  ngv  wa«  Iwcatji.'  Sent«o(«  ot  Ucnih  wfu  iMUL'd.-^Niuiinut  Adawtut 
lUpocM,  2X.  W.  P.,  1st  beccmlior  1862,  p.  14S3.  Anoihrr  <|iM»tlun  uf 
MiDoliind  aroao  in  a  triftlaiBamillf  in  Uio  lamaj^Mr — 3tHh  July,  p.  7 
Bee  alao  a  very  tenwrkalik  ca»e  inruiring  a  qoutiua  of  ihb  kiad,  /itJ, 
Be^ntlwr  1059,  p.  lOUS. 

t  Kocoo«  anil  Atvbbulil,  m  citnl  liy  Bcaurorl,  p.  &7i. 
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Under  tlio  9  Uco.  4,  Clinpter  74,  for  the  Kastt  Indies,  Sce- 
tion  C3*  it  wu  enaoteil  that : — If  nny  person  flhall  uolav- 
fally  fttid  c»rni»lljr  ktiow  Mi(l  abuse  any  girl  above  the  age  of 
eight  yenre,  CTCry  sucli  offcudtr  Hhall  be  guilty  of  felony, 
aatl,  being  coniictcd  thereof,  nhall  suBer  death  u  a  felou ; 
and,  if  nny  person  sball  unlawfidly  nud  carnally  nbuM  any 
girl  abot^e  the  ei/e  of  eiffht  years  and  under  the.  age  of  ii-a, 
any  such  offender  shall  be  gmlty  of  a  misdcatncaDOHr,  and, 
heing  eonricted  thereof,  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprtsoncd  for 
such  term  lu  tbo  conrt  shall  award.  Hero  it  will  be  observ- 
ed that  the  Indian  Act  giivc  a  less  age  by  two  years  than  tlic 
Knyliab  Act.  The  Hpiritof  the  Indian  Act  docs  not,  however, 
appear  to  be  adhered  to  in  the  courts  of  this  ooantry.  It 
was  held  that  the  eoosont  of  a  girl  of  the  age  of  eight  yean 
vas  immaterial ;  and  the  priioner  v&s  convicted  on  n  charge 
of  "  illicit  carnal  knonlcdgo  of  the  prosecutor's  daughtcr/'t 
It  iraa  also  decided,  iu  a  caunction  for  Ilapc  upon  the  ]>or«au 
of  n  girl  "  agctl  about  ten  years"  that  the  offence  i»  Bape, 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  eluld,  if  she  is  "  under 
age."t 

Tlic  rule  practically  carried   out  io  the  coarU  of  this 
country  would  appear  to  ho  that  consent  on  the  part  of  the 


*  A*  <|u<i(m1  by  Hough,  ftga  448. 
f  Nlumui  AiUirlut  UtporU,  f  oL  IL,  p.  414. 
t  Nlumol  AOaMlut  B«pMtt,  ml.  tU.  jwrl  I  of  UOO,  p.  itU—lu  UMthir 
rrr>cnt  caw  whcfc  tbo  ([irl  k»«  Um  yv»n  M  tbv  bticbpr  oourl  at  tit*  K,  W> 
P.  dwaM  Ihftt  *  tha  ■wyritwenw  of  Um  pti  na»,  wHh  referewM  to  Iu7 
•lurvKf!^  tainwtarikl  in  U«."  Niawaul  A(Iii*lBt  Hc|iarla,  2I>  W,  P., 
■Inr  ISM.  p.  811  Soane  Une  fnfiuatly  th«  S^mJcik*  JvOfm  wT 
■|ltM>8  bdd  UM,  in  tte  cu*  of  ■  girl  of  In,  th*  eooMnit  of  &  rhilil  uf 
•■>  b-ndar  m  ^e  4«aU  not  Mnconal*  Um  f  rUowr**  guilL  Niuraut  AdawlMt 
IbfporU,  SSUi  NuTMoLor  ie&3,  p.  TSl.  Hm  bIm  ■  naMMi  ofiaiaa  i«  Uw  CU«v 
Afirhlhlmi  i>r  aatfL  tbU.  *ol.  I.  of  ISftI,  p.  4T1,  anil  NlBunut  AdwrItU 
Bcfioru  N.  W.  F^  xlnOcl^iW  leos,]!.  ISaC:  and  ia  Uml  uj*  #  gtrl  •kmI 
ArwH  mm  b  mm  yosn.  p.  aaa 
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female,  wfien  ua<itr  puderfj/,  CAnnot  be  received  qi  any  mitl^y 
gation  of  the  crime.  ^| 

It  is  certain  that  Rome  married  girls  of  nine  nnd  upwards 
live  with  thctr  tiusbitiids.*     It  ma^  not  be  considered  tbn 
this  arrnugomciit  takes  place  with  the  consent  of  thcec  ui 
happy  children,  indeed  we  have  some  very  atroiig  evidence 
to  the  coiitmry;  »til),  while  anch  u  oustora  exists  in  the 
country^  the  rule,  although  not  le9»  strictly  enfuroed  in  the 


*  8m  lUboo  UoiiModun  G  iipto'v  *t«(«aKnt,  citmt  ttbonv  alio  ibv  c»»»  vf 
Bt^poot  wlivniunlfTL'il  hi*   mot  her- in -lav.  in   ranwqnMies  of  tbo   Ul 
Dhjinting;  to    Lho  conaiiaiinaliun  of  bis  nuptials  nilJi  licxilaMgktCT,  "a 
AboDt  icma  jenn  of  >fo"  tu   nhom   he  bad  ticcn  ticti«tb«d  (Mnenag! 
IU-i)>iTt»,  vol.  I.,  p.  S3.)  IdnUdcv  nf  a  cirl  "  tntno  nina  ycnrs  of  age"  ivbo  11 
wilh  bcr  biubuid.  CNimmut  Adawlut  Rfporta,  vol.  II.,  {mM  3,   lSSa,f. 
4S).    Cuo    o(  a  ipri    "ten    or  iwuItl-  yean  oil,  whn   miImImii-iI    niih 
biifbiUKl,  but  unwiiiinglj,  Niaaniiit  AJumIiU  Ri-portH,  '2tl\t  Vi'li.,  I@^,  p.  S. 
AJflO  a  CUD  vf  ltiL[it!  uu  u,  piamvd  k''''  oIixm^  ugi?  "dtd  uut  cxccod  13 
KOi)  who  it  ftppMroJ  hod  m^t  ruoclipd  ptilwrty.  kiut  who  hail  "  lived  with 
huftbuiil  for  BOmB  limo,"  nnd  "  bad  bucn  in  eo-lMbiiatioiD  wiili  bitn."^R«>p< 
Tol.  JT.  oTlSAI,  p.  6A7. — DuUiL'aihvrbau'lt-nuiuvciitiUirailkcrfrvqiiMil 
i>«pedally  L'p-L-ouulry.  iii  whlcli  it  u  puftilivuljr  aHii>rtcd  tlwt  |^rU  of  f«n 
BIkI  upiford*  bavo  buun  luarricj  fur  noiuo  time,  but   hnvo  not  cohabited   W 
th«k  huibiuida.    Sw  Kiuuimt  Adnwlm   R^porto.  K- W- P-,  4th  Jutui 
IBM.  pi  14 — (a  sit)  nbcuc  twelro  ymn  of  a|co.  who  had  bem  Kaped, 
thAt.  ihiMi^ti  mtLirU'd  a  ji-ar  pruviuiuly,  «b«  hod  never  colutbitiM]  with 
hiioband:  ihb  wu  confirmed  by  the  eTidesoe  of  lirr  biwbuid,   her   dh 
uiii]  gTHiidincilhor.     The  Mmtical  l)ffle«r  gav«  It  a*  hi*  opiniuA   tb*t    the 
vsK  u  vir;;iu  priur    Co  the    raiw)— alira    Hid,  Uaioh  ISth   tS>4.   (a 
calling  horwif  (tr^Pi,  bill   Ihougbt  by  lh»  jury   to  be /«>>fiM«,havia{g 
simibx  viuleiii>4<  ooaimittod  upon  her,  dopoiod  that  th?  had  bnn  married  fer 
ay«ar,  had  Ur«dnill)h4)r  biubiLnd  in   iho  moiv  bovw,  but  bad  aot,  bna 
oarnaUy  knofin  by  him.    The  bugiiiind  drpoMid  ihnt  tm  bod  bom  aamsd 
the  |[irl  a  yoar  i  aud  tbak  dunnj;  the  Ia»L  three  ur  fuur  inaulUic.  abu  bod  li' 
niih  btm  i  thay  stapt  taparately.    Thu  Ciril  Siirprrsu  fiHind  tiich  iiynriM  m 
M  kim  10  the  opSolon  that  Bapo  had  be«ii  cotuniitled  on  hec  pcrsi^a.     Ttut 
fU]{her  Oourt  ob«erv«d  that  iha  near  njiproaeh  ii<  maturity  of  tiio  f.'ifl  ndgbt 
ho  thooght  to  cast  doubt  oo  tha  «tal«niont  that  vnnjtiiuiiuUioB  ka<l  iint  on-i 
rad  dnrtng  a  yaat'a  nnioii  with  hor  huband,  atUl  ibart  appeanid  w  ba 
naaoo  to  qutulivn  die  truth  of  bit  [haisir.") 


IN    BiHCtAL    IND    TRX    N.    W.    rROVINCKS. 


'iar 


casea  of  unainrrtcd  children,  should  he  nnd  tadeed  la  8omc- 
wliaC  more  cautiouslf  iliMpcnuct)  in  the  cnscs  of  those  ftlio 
nro  kuuvrii  to  h&rc  lived  m  their  husbands'  houses — wlint- 
ercr  tlic'tr  a^e»  may  bo. 

Wc  fiii(L  Mr.  \V.  Doria,  one  of  the  Jiidgca  of  the  KiKnmut, 
holdiug,  in  1836,  tbitt  "tlic  Knglish  doctrine  regarding  the 
assent  of  childrea  being  inimaterini,  h«  was  against  Adopting 
it  in  this  country,  where  ieinalescanie  la  nuiturity  socarlr."* 

Sonic  extraordinary  pleas  occasiunnllj  arise  out  of  the 
Quaiion  of  Coment  in  these  cases.  A  wrctcli  of  Budaott, 
wheu  under  exnininntion  for  na[>c  upon  a  child  six  yeofs  old, 
btU  to  appearance  only  four,  repeatedly  deelftrcd  that  the 
poor  iufa.nt  seduced  htm  into  the  eommissioD  of  the  nct.f 
Afc<u[)>  iu  a  trint  At  Shahjchnnporc,  the  pruoncr,  bu  adult, 
admitted  bis  guilt,  pleading  that  the  girl,  who  appeared  to 
be  uiily  *ix  years  old,  of  her  ovn  accord  came  to  liim  and 
contented  to  the  BCt.{ 

I  have  taken  tlie  dotniU  of  GO  triaU  for  Rape  from  the 
printed  Report*!  of  the  Nizninnt.^  In  only  1-iof  these  case* 
did  the  accused  eacapc  lenteuce  by  (he  Superior  Court. 

In  these  66  caaee,  the  agoa  of  the  fcninloii  are  stated  as 
follow :  Four  years,  I  ;  six,  'i ;  between  nj  and  seven,  1 ; 
seven,  5  ;  sewn  and  t^iyhi,  % ;  eiyhi,  1 ;  «in#,  3  :  nine  and  ten, 
4 ;  ten,  8 ;  ten  and  eleven,  2 ;  eleven,  1 ;  twelve  and  thirteen, 
I ;  thirteen,  6 ;  yonng  girl,  age  not  mentioned,  1 ;  /onrteen, 
1 ;  fiffecn,  1 ;  fifleett  and  ststeta,  1 ;  sixteen,  2 ;  adult  wovten, 
VJ;  widows,  &. 

It  will  bo  observed  that  in  40,  or  nearly  one-half  of  tbc»o 
cases,  the  females  were  under  the  agC  Of  twelve. 


*  UM«MKbt«aV  UepurU,  roL  iL,  p.  4^. 

t  KiHinul  Adntiliil  Report*.  IS.  W.  P.,  Utk  Junu  I8A3,  pi  TCT. 

t  IM,  Mill  r>MwntM-r  18.tl,  p.  ISS3. 

%  'nMtU,«r  Iho   Cnlotitu  Court,  «f  to   Afml  IKSt,  including  13  ew«A 

roiraiud  iu  ToL  i.  of  Uw  DmUocu  of  th«  Niuniul  Ailnwlut  ot  tbe  N.  W-  P. 
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More  recently,  a  wrctcli  vaa  xcntenccd  nt  Dclbi,  totvdf* 
years'  iuiprisoDmcnt  for  a  Itape  aiid  aggra.v]ite(l  omhuIii^ 
n  woman  70  voars  of  age  !*  Another  monster  was  bod 
RiiiUv,  at  liareilly,  of  a  Rape,  upo»  an  infant  apjjarenilTin* 
laorc  tbuQ  Uirce  or  four  yean  of  aga,  aad  aiUt  auekUd  bf  kr 
MotAer  ,1 

In  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  of  the  younger  cbiUrrs. 
it  was  very  clearly  proved  tUut  rather  severe  injury  liadbta 
received.     Il  U  muiitioiied  in  several  of  the   recorded  cms 
that  tho  vagina  was  lacerated.     In  n  case  where  a  girt  rf  I 
twelve  VM  Kaped  (not  included  in  tlic  above  CG   cases,)  tW| 
Civil  Surgeoa  deposed  tliat  tlicre  was  a  rupture  of  tbetsrv! 
part  uf  tbe   vagina  to   the   extent   of  half  an  inch.)    I^v 
njiotbcr  case,  a  poor  infant  of  six  years,  but  apparently  soadh 
younger,  was  found  by  the  Medical  Officer  to    have  saffaRJ 
rupture  of  the  hymeu  and  liiecratiou  of  the   perincuB  ui 
vagina.^     In  one  iustnacc  only    does  the   viulcocc  o(  tW 
assault  appear  to  liarc  proved  fatal,  in  a  girl    of  ten,  vba 
wade  u  declaratiuu  th»t  she  had  been  violated  bv  two  pM< 
aous.     The  medical  partieulurs   uf  this  cusc  arc  not  given.  | 
In  another  case   [not  counted  with  the  above)  it  appeB^ 
eJ,  in  a  trial  nt  Biircilly,  that  a  girl  eight  or  uiuo  yean  oU 
was  violated  by  a  man  of  tweiity-firc.     The    girl  did  bmH 
mention  the  oceurreuce  to  her  mother  until    tho   e^-eoiag:, 
when  notice  was  given  to  the  police.  A  da/iee  ciamined  the 
gill  and  staled  tlint  a  Itiipe  had  been  comiulttcd    on  Iier 
person.     She  was  scut  to  the  timunuh,  from    thcneo  Co  lie 
dispeiiBsry  nhcrc  the  native  doctor  esnmiued  her,    whence 
she  returned  home  and  died.    The  length  of  the  iotcrvtl 


*  Kiuuuut  Adnnlut  KpporU,  H.  W.  P.,  JuM  IBU,  p.  971. 
t  mt,  Ut  Fvbniarjr  leu,  p,  Ul. 
X  IM,  l»th  AUroh  I6&S,  p.  936, 
j  Ihid,  Unl  Uuxh,  liM,  p.  Slj. 
II  IbiJ,  vgL  i,  p.  «U, 
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between  the  sshauH  luid  the  girl's  death  does  not  appcnr  in 
the  printed  report.  It  was  positively  aascrtcd  thnt  the 
dccoiscil,  although  betrothed,  h»d  nut  cohiibitcd.  The  Cinl 
Surgeon  exiimiued  the  body  tiiid  stilted  that,  iu  hia  opiuioD, 
Ritpo  had  bcfen  cooimitted  on  lier  person,  and  thnt  diarrlitEtt 
had  preceded  death )  that  such  aUmeut  may  have  been 
caused  hy  fright  and  alarm,  but  thnt  he  could  not  state 
diatinctly  that  this  resulted  or  vaa  brouglit  on  by  the  injury 
tit"  Rape,  S3  other  things  may  have  aasistcd  the  alarm,  and  he 
did  not  know  exactly  what  took  place  between  the  injury 
and  death.  The  Courts  held  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  to  connect  the  death  of  the  deceased  with  the 
violence  perpetrated  oa  her  person,  and  aciiuitted  the 
prisoner  of  murder — but  found  him  guilty  of  Rape.* 

The  existence  of  a  Vuruldit  Ditcfmrge  in  the  female  is 
only  uieutioued  iu  ouo  case  that  I  have  met  with.  A  niau 
was  accused  of  violating  a  cliitd  of  ten.  Tho  Civil  Surgeon 
deposed  that  he  could  not  state  positively  that  a  Rjipc  had 
hueu  committed,  but  tliat  the  discharge  was  not  natural. 
Tliere  was  a  slight  white  ditscharge  from  the  vagina,  and 
eUght  swelling  of  the  external  parts  of  generation.  TUcso 
appearances  might  karc  resulted  from  such  a  cause  as  Ihe 
violence  alleged :  the  discharge  might  haru  been  the  re- 
sult of  other  causes  besides  violation  or  its  attempt.  The 
higher  court  observed  that  it  was  a  material  omission  in  the 
Sessions  Judge  not  to  interrogate  the  Civil  Surgeon  parli- 
etilfttly  whether  the  girl  was  or  was  not  still  a  virgin. 
Neither  docs  it  appear  to  have  been  inqnired  whether  the 
accused  suffered  from  Ooaorrhooa  or  Syphilit.t 

The  question  has  t>ccu  mooted,  in  Rngland,  whether  Hape, 
attended  with  Completion  (i.  e.  Complete  Fcuetratiou)  can  be 


•  Siaiuniit  Adswlnl.  Baporc«,  IT.  W.  P^  itth  Md*«nb«r  tSJS,  p.  1385. 
f  /&■</.  Sfilh   Usnih  lUo,  p.  3M.    Tbia  inijiorUiU  l>wmt  luu  been  fuUy 
diwiuwd  wul  vr«iglMd  bj  Tajrlvf,  p.  S-U. 
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perpetrated  on  a  child  of  7Vn  hy  nn  adalt  man.*  Tbe  qnn- 
tiou  ia  of  some  practical  moment,  and  a  careful  iaveit^'.iuu 
of  some  of  the  caiica  presented  to  the  notice  of  livdai] 
OOlccFH  ill  tliia  country  mi(i;bt  assist  iti  elucidating'  iL 

StiU  it  ia  i;r«u.tly  to  bo  regretted  tltat  n.  merely  jikj- 
nologicfil  fjucation  of  this  kind  elioutd,  both  in  Biniba^ 
nn<)  ill  Tiiciin,  have  teodod  to  screeo  ntrocious  crimioalibia 
llie  full  puniatiinciit  due  to  their  guilt.  Thus  Tarlor  citn  t 
case  in  uliich  tlio  evidence  left  no  doubt  that  tha  crime  iti 
been  committed  ou  the  person  of  a  girl  about  ten  yean  <M. 
The  Surgeon  st&tcd  that  there  vreie  contidenkblc  marbof 
violence  about  the  pudendum,  bnt  Completion  ((.  e.  penetn- 
tion)  was,  in  his  opinion,  physically  impossible  od  a  cbili 
under  ten  years  of  age.  Upon  thia  evidence,  the  chnr^^of 
felony  wm  abandoncdf  So,  in  this  ooantry,  a  lad  appafent- 
liy  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age  was  tried  for  t 
Rape  on  a  girl  of  niuo.  He  admitted  the  act,  but  aanrttd 
tlitit  it  was  with  the  child's  oousent.  A  iroman,  witneuta 
tlic  mornthtti,  deposed  that  connexion  had  taken  pUct 
"  Tlic  Civil  Surgeon's  deposition  v&s  to  the  elTecC  that  i 
Rape  VS.9  attempted ;  hat,/rvm  the  tender  aye  of  the  ekiid,  he 
did  not  consider  it  could  forcibly  have  been  efftetttLX' 
The  prisoner  vtaa,  howerer,  convicted.  In  the  case  of  a 
man  tried  for  lUipc  ou  a  child  of  throe  or  four,  the  Ciril 
Surgeon  deposed  that,  on  examiaation  of  the  ^a\f"h9 
found  specks  of  blood  and  loccrotton,  from  which  he  ewk- 
cluded  that  \!tA))e  li:ul  been  attempted."  The  pritionor  vm 
convicted  of  "  an  attempt  at  rape;"  bnt  the  cuae,  bciiiz  oaft 
of  unusunl  atrocity,  he  wns  sentenced  to  ten  yearn'  impii- 


•  Tujlor,  pp.  6-11-42. 
ii«a  «W  an  inportMit  cuf,  Nixatniil   Ailuwlut  Keport^     Jg.   W.   P 
TuLU..(tSfi3,)p.  I2IS, 

t  Pagtt  «*». 
t  Miuuut  AJawlut  lUpMtd,  N,  W-  F,  Sid  Oelobci  l«M,  p.  isae. 
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»onment  with  hard  Inbonr  in  iroTH,-^hc  ustwl  p«nislimcnt, 
on  caiiviction  forRnpo,  bciiigintprisonmGUt  for  seven  T'Cfu-a.* 
Agaiu,  in  B  very  recent  trial  nt  Azinigurfi,  a  lad  of  eighteen 
wnit  coiivivled  "  (if  an  altempl  at  ItiipCj  Die  Medical  cvidcnco 
not  aii9t«iniug  th«  eompleted  oflence."  The  Civil  Surgeon 
WM  of  opinion  t!i»t  a  Rape  toaa  not  rjfeeted,  but  lie  spoka 
to  the  rupliire  of  the  ki/men,  fine)  to  injury,  from  forciblo 
oonneition,  Aeeinff  been  inflicted  on  the  voffina.  In  considera- 
tion of  h in  youth  and  tliQ  "slight  iujurics"  Mistaincd,  lie 
wa«  sentenoetl  to  the  mitigated  punishment  of  three  j-enrs' 
imprisoiiment-t  It  i«  diflicult  to  perceive  under  what  cir- 
cumstnuces  the  crime  couhl  hnre  boon  kold^  in  the  ahoi-e 
CMe«,  to  be  not  *' Rape" — bnt  an  "attempt  to  commit 
Rape,"  when  it  in  nn  cstablisliod  principle  of  the  Kngli^h 
TjAw  that  "  A  sufficient  degree  of  penetration  to  constitute 
lliipc,  ill  Lnw,  tnny  take  phicc  without  iiecetaarily  ru[)turiug 
the  hymcn"-^"  the  deforce  of  pcnetrntion  being  quite 
immaterial."}  And  nhilc  it  has  been  miiintxiued,  ia  India, 
thitt  proof  of  penetration  of  the  vulva,  without  rupture 
of  the  hymen,  is  suQideut  to  auhstantiate  a  cbai^  of 
fiape.} 

On  the  other  hand,  I  ftud,  in  the  Nizamnt  Adaivlnt  He- 
ports  of  the  North-AVcatern  Froriiices,  n  caM!,  lu  vhich  a  per- 
son, apparently  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  tried  for 
Rape  on  a  child  of  seven.  The  evidence  of  the  midwife  and 
of  the  Civil  Surgeon  went  distinctly  to  show  that  the  crime 
hiul  beua  CompUited."^  A  second,  in  which  the  Civil  Sur- 
geon  deposed  that  auch  marks  of  severe  injury  existed  upon 


■  Ulawaot  Aikwlut  IlvpurU,  IT.  W.  P.,  Ul  FctinuY  I8U,  p.  Ul. 
t  Ibut,  Tlh  MBivh  1833,  |>.  317. 
t  T«jior,  p,  642. 
$  !dimrai(t  AdAwltft  BeporW,  roL  U.  of  lifSl,  pvt  1,  p.  M9,  and  rot.  iv. 
P-XUl  ■ 

I  NiKunut  Aaawlut  R^porlis  N-  W.  P.,  Stli  Msj  ISM,  ^  47«. 
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tbc  porsan  of  n  cliild  of  eight  as  to  lead  to  the  opioion  tbn 
*' K;ipc  hiul  tceu  committed  by  violence."*  And  awrtber, 
where  the  siifFcrcr  vtaa  a  child  of  nbout  four  ycaiSj  in  Tkid 
the  prisoner  -was  conTictcd  of  Ritpc  and  sentenced  to  ktci 
years'  imprisonment,  it  being  in  tho  opiniou  of  tbe  Supcmr 
Court  "  clear  from  tha  eTidciice  of  the  Civil  Surgeoa  Am 
the  otfence  wna  Coa}pletp."-f  Ahio,  in  the  case  of  m  child  i^ 
about  s\\,  but  npparcnlly  younger,  the  Recused  was  conTittii 
of  Kiipc,  the  Civil  Surgcou  deposing  thnt  the  UccntidM 
inflicted  wore  very  extcasivc,  and  that  a  Rape  lutd  beei 
"perpetrated  to  the  extent  poagiMe  on  an  it\fant.^X  '*  ■ 
merely  frivolous  to  argue,  &x  a  point  of  law,  crcn  tla: 
complete  vaginal  ppiietraiion  is  impossible  iu  auT  infoai 
however  young,  when  it  is  certain,  from  numerous  TOCotdsJ 
instances,  that  such  penetration  has  been  cfTectcd  iu  chihlrea 
of  all  ages — the  fact  that  this  penetration  has,  in  vcrr  joao* 
girls,  only  been  effected  by  severe  laocrntion  of  the  pirtt 
should,  most  assuredly,  not  be  held  as  a  mitigation  of  the 
atrocity.^ 

In  cases  of  alleged  Uapo,  tho  Medical   Officer's  opiaim 
will,  not  uufrcqucntly,  be  required  a9  to  tho  manner  in  wbkfc 


•  NUitnut  Adawlul  BrporU,  JJ.  W.  P.,  I  Ilh  FoWiiw/  |  S53;  p.  MS 
t  tbiij.  lOih  Muy  ini-I.  p.  431. 
I  Ibid,  asnl  Mucti  ISJA,  p.  374. 
^  In  &  (?niic  tried  at  Cutiai'li,  the  ML^difnl  OiKocr  depniMul  thai  th«  tAitr. 

0  diilil  hkoi]  aboul  nine  jvoTt,  "  1i3cl  laal  all  trace*  of  tiretnity." Hinmi 

Aflftwlul  lUporU,  ilih  Ocl"bcr  ISM,  p.  *»"!.  In  amitlinr  cum  of  «  E<ri  of 
nino,  tho  CitU  SurjCMn  or  Agin  d^powd  iliat  Uo  ~  txvi  (ho  tiLiU  mA* 
Ki»rnin|;  of  lli«  SSlh  NovaiiiWr,  ou  llie  fuurtli  ilfty  aflvr  the  uc«unvK«,  Vti 
fwrrntvuij  uu  Biitiut  of  liol^iit'u  wbattrvi-r,  wluL'h  bo  coimulcrKl  miuA  Iao 
roniHined  Twihl^  if  tli«  ii^iirict  dcieribcd  hj  lh«  two  vumeQ  liiu]  fxttl«d  <m 
■he  ujih.  lie,  bonrrcr.  nid  thnt  thn  jjlrl  wia  not  a  virf(iii;  an,!  thitt,  if  iJtr 
bad  on  AD  J  pr«inoaa  ucouion,  linil  Ptmapxiou  with  n  tutto,  mark*  of  viulrBn- 
would  not  Itare  r^cnaiiiod.  Il  wiu  sdmittoit  tlitiE  <^lin  had  obc*  Yltiied  Ii*t 
buaband's  kcuw.  Uvrv  wu  barn  alio  tlitt  opinion  of  an  cxjwrknctd  Sumhs 
o(  tho  puulbillty  of  iho  ai^i  in  a  gitl  of  nine,  « 
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the  criminal  m»y  hare  preveotcd  his  victim  from  ofTcring 
ralit]  resistance,  and  from  crying  loudly.  Id  novernl  of  the 
recorded  cases,  it  appears  to  luivc  been  clear  fli»t  the  rcmaies 
were  citlicr  bold  by  accomplices  (3)  or  li&d  their  hands  ticdj 
or  placed  under  them  (3).  la  a  very  larjcc  proportiou  of  the 
cases  (12)  it  vma  declared  that  the  fcnmles'  cries  were  stifled 
by  wrapping  a  cloth  across  their  mouths.  In  one  crso  a 
woman  of  tirenty  xtiited  that  the  accascd  atuffod  his 
vnjiwvAfl  into  her  month  ;  a  girl  of  nine  was  similarly  (rnggod; 
in  another,  a  girl  of  eight  said  that  the  defecdaat  stilled  lier 
erica  by  compressing  her  cheeks  nith  his  tinkers,  and  in  a 
fourth,  it  nppears  thnt  a  poor  child's  muutb  hail  been  tilled 
with  saud. 

The  class  of  cases  which  is  llVely  to  occasion  the  Medical 
Officer  most  uucertaiuty  in  this  country,  is  that  in  which, 
althoiigh  the  great  body  of  the  CTideacc  tends  to  establish 
the  fact  that  girls  past  the  age  of  puberty  and  accustomed 
to  sexual  iutercoursc  hare  been  rioUted,  some  of  the  state- 
nicnta  of  the  prosecutrices  and  their  frieuds  arc  not  suscep- 
tible of  confirEaation  by  medical  crideuce.  In  many  of  these 
instancGSj  it  appears  highly  probable  tliat  much  additional 
colouring  is  given  to  the  facts,  with  a  motive  which  is  self- 
evident.  This  mixture  of  falsehood  with  truth,  hoirercr, 
calls  for  the  utmust  vigilance  ott  the  i>art  of  the  :^fcdic^l 
Officer  in  a  large  proportiou  of  his  medico-legal  iuvcati- 
gatioDs.* 

The  crime  of  Adultery  is  punished,  both  socially  and  legaUy,t 
with  tio   much  seventy  in  this  country  tliat,  in  many  cases. 


■  S«e  ft  MM  wpseianj  illwlntiTa  oriho  diAenUics  inTohcd  ia  thcM  in* 
qairus. — NiMnml  A^wlnt  itefon^  lllk  Oeubar  18.V3,  p.  (,63. 

t  Any  panoB  conmiUing  Ailulbx^ — **  reuJty"— InprMounaot  with  hard 
hbonr  fiT  Mf  pariod  not  cxtH-ixlIiig  %or*'a  ystn,  ud  tvroymn  is  lira  of 
•Mp«i.  R«-gulBliaa  XVIL  of  IA17,  Scdjcm  VL:  It<)K«lati(«  IL  oT  I83t. 
Sectlgn  I.    &«  oswa  ui  wbidi  bwlh  |Mrli«t  wsn)  coavickii,  umI  MBieaocd   to 
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there  has  been  strong  rc&sou  tobclievo  tUat  iromcn  detected 
ia  its  cotnmisMon  Iiutc  cliargcd  tbvir  paramours  with  Tlapr.* 
Wbcrercr  it  b  possible,  tbe  opinion  of  a  Medioil  Officer 
is  obtiiiauc]  by  the  jutHml  autborilics  in  cas€»i  of  this  kind; 
but  it  fre(|neiitly  hnjipens  tlmt  tlie  reports  of  nnijvc  midwivM, 
or  of  other  and  probably  less  iDtelligcnt  females  bare  to  be 
taken.  CouaiLlcring,  however,  the  extreme  ciu-c  and  stntt 
fidelity  (rather  thau  the  high  ilejiree  of  medical  knowledgrl 
rtquircd  in  investigating  the  generality  of  crscs  of  thi«de»- 
scriptionj  it  must  be  evident  that  much  caution  should  iv 
observed  in  receiving  the  opiuioiis  of  native  women  uiwa 

imprlMinucnt.— NUumuC  Aditwlut  K«p<irt«.  IT.  W-  F-,    Februuy  'ih  lU^. 
p.  183  ;  June  18:i4,  p.  I'M  i  Ckluber  2(lUk  \6M,  ii.  033. 

A  person  ■cciibi'iI  nf  Rnpo  wns  ininlshmt  for  Ailultcrjr  by  the  riii— i 
Adnutlut  rif  CnhmLU  in  1KS4,  A  li:iin-r  vriu  aunli-iKi-U  to  iiH|trt*o«n«a  A« 
Adiilk'ry  ititli  a.  w-aiiian  in  ColcnlU.  NilftniUI  Aduwlut  Brporta,  UccwUr 
33nl  1SS4.  Ii.8()-i. 

Sy  the  dncirii-t  MiuKulnmun  Law,  it  wt^  Iti'ld  tfiul  if  a  person  ftnailaaaa 
triih  hiK  Hifu  or  fumalr  iluio.  and  ttiir  n-ifnor  lilavB  be  assMittR];  to  itM  mhif*- 
duni,  biilli  iinrtifK  iui|;1il  Ih.'  nIuIi).  'I'liiri.'  api'Can,  bowercr.  In  Iu't  hm 
rvsi'DfiUon  to  tliL'  fllvct  IltiiL  Ljtliiij;  uus  r>ii)y  jiiitiliiiblt?  «Iwr«  llif  klar^r  tm 
not  able  to  pitvvnt  tbu  cTlitiinnlk  from  (■Hilling  ilieir  )>iirpi>5«  "  Zrti«,"  ■ImtJ 
iiicIikImI  iiilulcurj,-.  fornii-ntion,  rRjin,  oiial  incMt.  wtu  {ntnisliKtile  Itr  Uw  b> 
onl>' upou  till.'  I'liJi'iiou  iif  four  mill,  pyr-nitiiDMCk  tu  th(->  fai'Uori^flite 
confeutoD  of  Ihn  i-tfitiAi-r  lattr  limot  tcpitntvd  I  I'liJiT  wltii-lt  rtiviuiHM(*«> 
tbe  punixhmrnt  nwanUil— ati-iiiiis  tn  ilcalh — wiu  pri'lmlity   Hi<lili>ni  tatHtlti. 

]iy  Ihc  lliiiilii  l.uiv  III  Mi-iiii,  nn  A<l»l(rPs«  i-F  liijtli  raiiU  Wim  to  tir  Ji I >■< '1 
by  (l<.igt  in  A.  public  plnre  nnJ  tlii'  Ailullctvr  tn  U'  hiinn'J  Iti  tlcnLb  Mt  mi  tn* 
bull.  A  incvliuuWvr  avnilM  man,  billing etiiiiivxiiju  wiili  ii  wont&n  at  Mw 
born  I'lnm  wot  ttilnictliepurColTL-nJin^ — c,  viii.,— i.3;i-3>4.  It  u  Mi»iitii)i*i^ 
ill  tilt'  <ljKn  A/ilrri/  ilini,  «  bvrv  llii-  mini  in  lafcriiiT,  lie  kIiuII    in    «]]   (^««  b 

pnt  tn  da&lh.  anil  Ihv  wnnian  thnll  liovo  licr  laruv  kiul  ram  ml  ofl! QhilaU'i 

Tmiu.  T.  a.  ]).  31 1.  It  apgwiira,  bov««vi.>r,  lu  limr  lir^n  rulcil  bj  Mniid  tbti> 
wlii-ro  Utc  pnrliu  waro  or  rqnal  rank,  tbe  man  mu  not  to  be  riiniAwl  (■it 
AJnltiory  if  the  woinim  cuu.wtitint 

*  MuiMikdbU'b'x  U«pi>rU,  loL  ii„  pp.  Sir,  OSS,  IS5i  i  Kicitmit  Ad*"ii(> 
Brpotl*,  ¥f.l.  li.,  purt  2,  p.  <il5!  voL  iii..  pari  3,  p.  »»  ;  vol.  it.,  p.ttr. 
Xiumvt  AJftwlut  iU-poriM,  N.  W.  P.,  fwr  Augiul  16W,  p,  300. 
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them,  and  thut  it  would  be  safe  to  expect  from  thcaa  femnlcs 
»o  much  oxplicitnces  of  detail  as  to  render  the  reports  of 
their  evittetice  available  for  aubmUEioa  to  competeDt  medical 
Autliority. 

T)ie  dJiaeea  often  give  their  statementa  witli  great  confi- 
deiice  and  fiihiess.  In  a  CMe  where  a  man  had  found  his 
dnii^litcr,  Rgcd  nine,  Ijing  senseless  iu  a  field  anil  with  blood 
flowing  from  her  private  parts,  and  hud  her  examined  by  a 
midwife  at  the  thannah,  tliis  woman  deposed — "that  con- 
nexion had  been  Tiulcntly  mnde,  the  hymen  broken,  and 
tW  act  consummated.  She  also  declared  that  the  girl 
had  not  arrived  at  ilie  age  of  puberty,  and  that  she 
was  too  immature  to  hare  any  aensaal  desire."  The  Ses- 
Bions  Judge  reranrked  that  it  appeared  that  the  deposition 
of  the  Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  had  not  been  taicea  on 
oath.  The  statement  of  that  ufliecr  wa»,  bethought,  incon- 
clusive for  the  prosecution,  and,  it  being  of  a  negative  kind, 
hU  appearance  on  trial  was  not  considered  necessary  or  expe- 
dient, with  reference  to  the  distance  of  ^his  station  from  that 
of  the  trial.  lie  agreed  with  the  majority  of  the  jury  in 
finding  the  priaouer  guilty.  Tlic  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Court  remarked  that  the  cridcnce  of  the  Civil  Assistant 
Surgeon,  which  the  Sessions  Judge  regarded  as  inconclusive, 
could  not,  in  justice  to  the  prisoner,  be  denied  weight.  He 
examined  the  girl,  at  the  latest,  fanrdaya  from  the  event  (the 
dhaee  examined  her  on  the  day  sftcr.)  He  stated  that  "  there 
wei-e  no  signs  of  inflammation,  nor  any  evidoucea  to  show 
that  violence  had  been  committed ;  the  hymen  was,  howerer, 
absent,  lie  added  his  opinion  that  it  vt\A  possible  \\mt  ao 
signs  of  external  violence  should  remain  five  days  after  the 
crime,  but  that  would  depend  on  the  amount  of  violence 
used.  The  Court  held  it  to  be,  if  not  altogether  impossible, 
yet  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that,  had  the  marks  of 
violcucc  described  by  the  midwife  custcd  on  the  ISth,  no 
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trace  shonld  rcmiiin  on  thc22iul.  The  Court  aUo  consiilerrd 
the  midwife's  cni'liest  stAtempiit  to  be  inconsistent  with  tlie 
anutnptiou  of  Knpc  liaviug  hccnftiUy  committed  oa  a  nrgia 
cliild  of  the  immature  ngo  of  cif^iit  or  nine.  It  spoke  o( 
little  or  notliiiig  more  than  that  tlic  girl  Lnil  rcceutW  kat 
her  TiTginitT  -,  sliglit  partial  Inccmtioii  waa  alhidcf]  to,  but  not 
swclHiig  or  blecdiug  of  the  |iarts,  nliirli  were  Additions  mtit 
in  the  subsequent  exnniinatioiis  of  tliis  witness.  Fuitber, 
tberc  was  no  pruof  (cxcc'|it  tbL-fntlicr's  stntemcnt,  nut  made 
in  liis  carlteat  chnr^^,)  thnt  tbe  girl'ti  mRmngo  had  not  been 
cnnaumianted.  The  Ceurt  ordered  tbe  prtsoaer'a  acquitul 
and  release* 

One  Kcwal  vas  tried,  at  Detbie,  on  the  nccaitatioQ  of 
a  girl  of  tciij  for  au  attempt  to  coDunit  a  Rape.  Tiro  mid- 
wives,  who  examined  tbe  person  of  the  child,  deposed  thul 
au  attempt  to  commit  n  liapc  on  tbe  child  hiid  evidently 
been  made,  but  tbnt  the  net  had  not  been  consummAted. 
Tlie  Superior  Court  callcil  upon  the  Sessions  Judge  to  report 
whether  the  Civil  Surgeon  waa  examinL'd  as  to  the  comple. 
tiou  of  tbe  uffuuce,  aud,  if  not,  why  the  eridencu  of  that 
OfGccr  was  not  tnkeo  on  a  point  in  regard  to  which  it  would 
have  beea  of  tbe  highc&t  value-  The  Joint  ItagistnTe 
explniucd  that  there  was  no  Civil  Surgeon  stationed  on  tlif 
apot,  and  that  it  wua  ouiy  in  cxtraordinanr  cases,  requiring 
particularlr  great  professional  knowledge  to  elucidate  them, 
that  the  sufTercrs  were  seut  to  the  Civil  Surgeon  at  Delhie. 
Ho  did  not  consider  tbe  rules  regnrding  the  ciamiuftlion  of 
£iu-opeau  Mcdiczd  Officers  appliciiblo  to  this  case.  Tbe 
evidence  of  tbe  cxperienccrl  womco,  called  dAaees,  whom  be 
etn])luyed,  he  considered  preferable  to  that  of  the  Native 
Doctor  stationed  there.  Unless  there  were  au  order  existing, 
(which  he  was  not  aware  of  there  being,  apphcable  to  tkit 


*  Niuiuut  AdiMvlul  Ik-imrui.  IT.  W.  P..  ::utii  Ajiril  18M,  p.  43|. 
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district,)  makiDg  it  necessary  to  expose  the  body  of  a  femal^ 
sulfcring  from  Kupo  to  a  person  of  the  otber  sex,  he  should 
always  think  it  best  to  avoid  doing  so  [!]  The  female 
herself,  if  possessed  of  any  modesty,  would  generally  object 
to  such  a  course  as  vtill  as  her  friends ;  and  forcibly  to  do  !to> 
while  no  direct  order  appliciiblc  to  n  case  occurring  so  fur 
from  Dclliic  existed,  might  subject  the  Goverument  Officer 
so  acting  to  an  accusatiou  of  illegal  or  at  least  opprcMiTC 
conduct.  The  Superior  Court  considered  that  the  cxplana- 
tioa  gLveu  by  the  Joint  Magistrate  for  dinpeugitig  with  the 
eviilunco  of  the  Ciril  Surgeon  wan  satisfactory.  The  Court 
do  not  appear  to  have  taken  into  cousideration  that  Olficcr's 
somewhat  questionable  opinion  that  cxaniiantion  by  midwircs 
is  always  preferable  in  cases  of  Rape  to  that  by  persona  of 
the  other  sex.* 

Ill  a  hrge  proportion  of  cases,  tareatigations  c&nnot  be 
made  by  the  Medical  OfBcer,  until  the  lapseof  a  considerable 
period  from  the  time  at  v?hich  the  offence  is  alleged  to  hntB 
bccu  committed.  Where  this  delay  is  beUered  to  bare  been 
owing  to  design  or  careleiuDess,  or  no  steps  Imvc  been  taken 
to  obtain  the  testimony  of  midvivcs  or  mcdicnl  opinion,  the 
complaint  is  generally  disallowed.f 

In  ionic  instances,  this  delay,  vhethcr  unavoidable  or 
intentional,  is  so  great,  as  to  render  it  impossible  that  the 
Medical  Oflicer  should  give  moro  than  a  urxntivc  opinion. 
lu  other  iastanccs,  howcrer,  as  in  certain  coacs  of  young 
children  and  of  unmarried  girls,  an  approximative  opinion 
may,  not  unfrctpieutly.  be  formed,  even  many  days  after  the 
commission  of  the  offence.  Thus,  in  tvo  cases  of  full<grown 
girls,  finding  the  hymen    injured,  but  not  in  process  of 


*  Niwunut  AdAwlut  Ftojnru,  H.  W-  P,.  tllli  robniarjr  10.13,  p^  S35. 
t  Itepoil*,  roL  i.  of  t8&l,  p.  330  i  tuL  ii.,  yui  3  v(  Iti^lf,  p.  87  ;  roL  ir., 
ptlMk 
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ronlraclion  to  the  form  of  wirunculac  myrti  formes,—!  htxe 
been  euablcd  to  state  my  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  allegiiioa, 
tli&t  penctratiou  had  probnbly  occurred  far  the  6rst  time  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  preyiously. 

An  iuEaghiitd,  evidences  of  £«uMtoN  are  not  required  here. 
to  ostiiblt&li  the  crime  of  Rape.  I  (itu)  only  one  case  in  wbi 
the  c)iie-4tioTt  nf  tliu  jircscnce  of  spernnntazoA  was  referred  to 
the  Cheioiciil  Kxauiincr.  Here  the  Mcilica.1  Officer  of  Via- 
ritsur  transmitted  a  portion  of  wadded  rezae  (coverlet),  u»- 
piciouflly  marked,  to  Mr.  Siddons,  but  zoospcrtni  could  tut 
he  dcteuted.  As  the  crime  of  Itapc  is  often  committed  wiTh 
brutftl  rioleuce  on  young  children  in  this  couutry,  blouil- 
Htaius  are  frcqucutly  noticed  on  the  clothes  of  both  parties 

There  ttte  many  cases  in  the  crimiiud  records  of  this  Prc- 
eidciicy,  in  which  the  raviahcr  sought  more  or  less  sueccuftiUv 
to  destroy  the  life  of  this  victim.  A  man  of  Bhaugulpore, 
having  committud  a  KR[]e  und  being  alnrmed  at  the  thrvau 
of  llie  female  to  have  him  punished,  attempted  to  kill  her,  by 
cutting  her  throat,  auJ  tlieu  tried  to  escape.* 

A  Svlhct  man  committed  a  R»pe  oa  a  girl  uf  ton,  cut  her 
thront,  and  iras  scutenccd  to  dcath.f 

A  gii'l  wuD  found  iu  the  jiclds,  nt  Sarnn,  with  her  throat 
cut;  it  n-as  supposed  that  the  murderer  had  first  ntnibed 
her  and  iheu  murdered  her.J 

In  a  triid  at  Barcilly,  n  man  confessed  that  he  bad  enticMl 
away  hia  mnster'a  dau;jhtor-in-laTr  :  three  others  aceompuiied 
them,  two  had  criiuiua]  couucxioa  with  her,  aud,  upon  her 
tefuHing  the  third,  ahe  was  thrown  down,  aud  killed  with 
n  aword.'^  A  lad  of  Deuarcs,  who  stated  himself  to  be  eigh* 
teen,  but  who  nppearcd  to  be  fourteen  or  liitccu  years  old,  eon- 


•  I'oliue  Kcpon,L.  r.,  18*9,  |i.  18. 

1  /tirf  I84S,  p.  37.  5  Jf,i^  fur  I8So.  pi  fi. 

S  Kiiiiiml  AJiiwIui  lU-jioru.  M.  W.  P-,  3UUi  Octobur  1853,  p,  1258. 


IK    BZNOAL    *N1>   THR    V.    V.    FROrtNCCS. 


fe&SGcl  at  the  tlianuah  and  Magistrate's  Court,  that  he  bad  car- 
nnl  knowledge  of  a  child  of  seveii,  had  camud  her  death 
by  so  doing,  and  Imd  stolen  her  ornnmcnts.  Tlie  body  was 
fouud  couccaicd  id  a  room,  much  decomposed,  with  a  stoue  ou 
Ihc  cheat,  and  a  doth  wrapped  roiiud  the  neck.  Dr.  Lcckic, 
on  removing  tlic  cloth,  found  thut  the  whole  of  tlie  suit  parts 
of  the  neck  had  heen  destroyed,  from  which  he  inferred  that 
it  had  becu  cciupressedj  and  thnt  Strangulation  was  the  [iro- 
babLa  eause  of  death.*  We  find  a  fev  initanccB  wltcro 
women  of  this  country  have  killed  those  who  attempted  to 
ravish  them.  In  IB-lo,  a  woman  of  Monghyr  was  acquitted 
ofiuurdcr  by  the  KiEiimut,  she  having  iiilltctcd  the  wound 
on  the  deceased  wliidi  led  to  his  death,  when  he  vm  nttcmpt- 
iiig  to  viohitc  her  [>ersou.t  The  readers  of  Indiitu  HiHtory 
will  be  familiar  with  the  instance  which  occurred  in  IGOG, 
when  Soobhu  Singh,  a  rebel,  having  overrun  Bengal,  killed 
the  Baja  of  Biirdwao,  and  taken  his  daughter  pi-isoucr> 
attempted  the  honor  of  the  latter,  when  the  spirited  ^irl 
stabbed  him  to  death  with  u  knife  winch  ahc  bad  concealed, 
and  thcu  pierced  her  own  heart. 

Tbero  is  a  very  importnat  sot  of  eases  wliich,  it  is  to  be 
trusted,  are  peculiar  to  tbi«  eounlry,  cxamplca  of  which 
soriLctimes  come  under  the  inrcstigatiou  of  medical  ofHccr«. 
These  arc  instancca  in  which  Faiai  Jnjitricjt  are  inflicted  oh 
Ihe  Per*oHs  of  Young  Gtrla  in  the  First  Act  of  CoHHcxha. 

In  1H47,  there  was  a  trial,  at  Buncoorah,  in  which  ^fr. 
Cheek,  the  Civil  Surgeon,  was  questioned  whether  he 
thought  it  po§atbl«  that  a  man,  having  eonnexioa  with 
A  girl  11  yeara  of  age,  could,  vntlwut  unusual  or  extra- 
neouM  f&rce,  hare  produced  nipturo  of  the  periueum  from 
the  vagina  to  near  the  anus?  also  whether  a  wound  of 
eliptical  or  diamond  shape,  large  enough  to  admit  three 

•  HUainiil  Aflawlut  Id-poru.  H.  W.  P.,  34Ui  Jane  1833,  p.  7M. 
t  iNrUnr  Bvport,  L.  V.,  1849.  p.  19. 
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fingen,  conU  hare  been  cnnned    hy    the    simple    act    of 
coition,     lie  replied  that   he  liid  never    seen    a   ease  of 
the  kind.but  had  every  reason  \o  holievo  tlint  rupture  of  tlie 
perineum  might  oconr  from  a  mnn  haviog  cuancxion  vith  a 
child  or  tlintage.     He  considered,  however,  that  the  mere  ad 
of  coitiou  would  nut  prodnce  a  wound  of  the  sLape  described 
nboTo.      He  thouglit  that,  if  a  rupture  of    the    periDeotn 
had  taken  place  from  coition,  it  wouM  have  been  in  a  Btnigiit 
line  from  tbc  vagina  towards  the  nnuii.     (It  would  appear 
that  tlto  body  nas  not  seen  by  Air.  Check).     lie  conndcfcd 
that  a  mere  rupture  of  the  vngina  to  the  anuB  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  cause  death,  although  the  injury  is  of  a  very  senre 
nature.     lu  cases  of  midnifery,  such  accidents  do  oocur,  and 
arc  not  nceesaarily  fuUowtd  hy  dcalb.     With  regard  to  the 
probability  of  the  girl    in    queMion  baring  died    Crom  the 
hasmorrbage  attending  such  a  ruptore,  he  considered  tLat 
there  is  a  ^cat  dilTcrcnce  in  vaiious  confttitutions.     In  one 
case,  death  might  be  caused  by  a  losa  of  btouU  which  tooU 
not  be  fatal  in  another. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt,  however,  that,  ia  manj  cases, 
umaual  and  rxfraneovJi  force  is  employed.     I  am  iufornicd  by 
nu  eminent  missionoiy,  thoroughly   conversant  with  the  rutt* 
toma  of  the  natives  in  the  nei^-Uliourhood  of  Calcutta,  that 
he  ia  assured  that  means  arc  commonly  employed,  even  by 
the  pnrents  of  immature  girls,  to  render  them  tiftta  virihKM  by 
mechanical  racaus,  especially  by  the  use  of  the  fruit  of  the 
pluutniu  I    In  ldu3  a  wretch,  nUo  of  Bancoorah,  was  fouad 
guilty  and  sentenced  to  fourteen  years'  impriaoumeui,  upon 
a  charge  of  having  committed  a  Uiipc  upon  a  ^\j\  about  ten 
or  eleven  years  of  age,  married,  but  living  apart  from  her 
husband.    Tlicre  was  every  reason  to  believe  the  statemeBt 
ofthc  child  that — "he  took  a  small  lattce,  or  stick,  which  wa* 
ill  her  hand,  and,  after  uaing  it, '  ad  deobatruendum  viam,'  to 
considerable  clfusioa  of  bloody  succeeded  tu  complctini^  lus 


purpoae."    The  injury  iodictcd  docs  not  nppcnr  to  hare  been 
datigerous.* 

lu  184!)^  a  man  of  Sylhct  was  sentenced  to  two  years' 
imprisonment  for  causiug  the  death  of  bis  wife,  a  child  of 
tender  years,  by  forcibly  having  connexion  with  her.t 

The  Muaoum  of  the  Calcutta  Mcdjcnl  College  contains  a 
preparation,  acnt  by  Mr.  G.  £vani<.4  displaying  the  uterus, 
vugiua,  iiud  greater  portion  of  the  citvrniU  parts  of  genera- 
tion of  a  yonug  Mahomcdan  female,  showing  laceration  of 
the  perineum,  and  a  eousidcrable  portion  of  the  vagina! 
sheath,  the  effects  of  violence  done  to  the  parts  on  the  first 
net  of  copulation,  by  which  a  violent  bieiDorrliagc,  to  the  des- 
truction of  the  child  (barely  twelve  years  old)  waa  occasioned. 
The  uterus  and  parts  concerned  were  diminutive  and  unde- 
veloped, as  might  naturftUy  be  expected  at  that  tender  age, and 
before  the  process  of  mcnstr nation  had  been  established.  The 
coagula  at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle  were  removed  from  the 
vagina  after  death.  The  andden  and  untocked-for  death  of 
the  child,  on  the  (irst  night  of  her  niarringc,  nni  the  nnac> 
countable  quantity  of  blood  found  beneath  the  bed,  and 
upon  lier  linen,  led  lu  the  suspicion  of  unfair  means  having 
been  resorte<l  to  for  her  degtructinn.  The  body  having,  ae- 
cordingly,  been  cxhiunod  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  her  death, 
the  perineum  and  vagina  were  found  ruptured  in  the  manner 
described,  and  as  is  represented  in  the  preparation.  But,  as 
a  judicial  inquiry  elicited  uo  facts  or  circumstances  tending 
to  show  that  any  unlawful  means  had  been  made  use  of  by 
the  liusband  to  effect  hia  purpose,  and  his  generative  organs 
presenting  nothing  unusunl  to  account  for  the  appearances, 
while  the  immediate  cause  of  her  death  was  satisfactorily 
explained  by  Loss  of  blood  from  the  vagiun.  Dr.  Wcbh  hulieved 

*  MisunDt  Adnwlut  Bcpetta,  N.  W>  F*  SOth  NoremW  ISfU,  |k,  Ml, 

t  rolk-o  KupOTt.  L.  V^  far  the  tbota  j-nnr,  p.  3a. 
X  The  faUotwing  dcKtiption  i»  ty  Dr.  W«bb— I'ftllipto;pi>  Itiilica,  p.  241. 
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that  this  miglit  be  considcreil  n  ca$e  of  extreme  pretcroatonl 
wcakuesa  or  laxity  of  the  geuital  ayatem  of  the  female,  aud 
one  of  Tery  rare  occurrence,  fur  the  commoa  practice  oT 
Kasterii  tialioas,  in  forcing  eexual  intcrrours?  upon  childreo, 
of  even  earlier  years  tUnn  the  subject  of  the  present  LDqairr, 
would  nut  appear  to  be  nttcmlcd  with  similar  disastrous  con- 
sequences. 

Ttiis  offcDcc  vaa,  howerer,  made  punishable,  under  tbe 
Mnhomedao  law, — when  death  was  the  result  of  the  first  kU 
tempt  at  conuexion. — See  Skipwith,  pam.  952, — where  » 
cited  the  ca»c  of  a  prisoner  cou?ictod  of  killing  his  wife,  a 
girl  of  eleven  years,  in  his  attempt  to  consummate  marrinse, 
and  aentenced  tn  fourteen  years'  impnsoiimeDt  with  hanl 
labour.  It  ia  added,  that  the  Civil  Surgeon  recorded  his 
opinion  that  the  violence  had  been  occasioDed  by  the  inlro- 
duction  of  lome  hard  instrumoat — (Kizamut  Adawlat  Re- 
ports, Tol.  vi.  p.  29.)* 


*  From  this  nnd  m&ny  other  fncU,  it  ii  nrident  lluU  tbe  aadoat  l««r*giTpn 
of  this  country,  in  pruviJing  for  I>ij)  oarty  marriage  of  I'traUea,  wptv  <-*rtlnSu 
{irokfl  lliciiiEig«itihtl(>ucitrl]r  L-uhabilDtion.  Tho  practice  of  *«iidiag  inuiiMirr 
chtlilleo  lu  thtir  liiubnniU'  huuki^t.  n-liicU  al  prviwut  obUiDB,  it  priitonll;  u 
maL-b  an  iatiaellon  of  Ibi!  law  uf  ibu  laud,  m  it  ia  a  nolativa  of  tb*  Im 
of  Dnturc. 

The  practioo  of  early  msrriitge  or  tH^Lraihiil  hii  bt^-n  um]  !■  mifj 
«11  UMotUtxl  oounlrici,  aiul  wu  comniDU  ctpd  in  Kiiglnii<I  ni»*rly  Mftollv 
the  vud  uf  iK'  17lh  cunlury.  TUu  f<jUi^mns  vxiui)|ik'«  dmj-  bo  atcolMO^ 
from  a  mulltludo  of  nihen — rxnliKl,  ilnuKlitiT  of  Philip  tlu>  F^r.Klag  ^^ 
FronM,  marri^  Edn^rd  tho  9nd  of  EoglaRj,  In  h«r  19th  yvai,  Junmj  tm. 
Her  secood  child  wu  born  wht-a  iho  miu  17  yean  vid.  llcr  cMeHt  lUugjMi 
wM  married  at  15,  her  second  wru  married  m  hrr  9lh  yror  to  a  ctiilil  of  4. 
EHM.b«th  lUrdwi^^le,  aflonnirds  CoiintMi  of  Slircnibarv,  married  (nr.  IJ33] 
before  abo  wiu  14  ;  hor  diin|[1itcr  Uritc«  niarnod,  in  Ift^T-S,  nt  tlte  •(■  M 
lurdrck  Audr«^.  the  eldest  daughter  uf  thcKml  of  SouUininptun.  wm 
belrothed  to  the  uldi'&t  lou  of  ihi.'  Karl  of  Ni>nbuiiibi>TiaD(l.  but  di^wi  ia  k«r 
Ulh  ynr.  Her  yoiuiKrT  «i»Ur,  ElkobeLh.  woi  aftorwanb  Eurriad  in  Xtftd 
I^!rcJ,  ill  bt'r  I^Ui  yrar— lIiIb  wo*  in  IG63.  Tlie  wbair  Pwrag*  nughi  hi 
gon*  ihroogh  Milh  tiiuilur  roiiutc*.  Immataro  ehildreii  wvrc  slvaja  MifiriMJ 
for  M  fow  joan> — Slill  the  prfti-tift!  ccrUlnly  oflen  lud  ttf  diaKracuTuUjr  carljr 
union. 
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I  fiod,  among  Uio  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  6Icd  by  tbc 
Kiwtrout,  a  cane,  by  Dr.  O'Dwycr,  which  appCBM  to  have  a 
very  important  beftring  upon  this  question.  Here,  the  body 
vf  n  child  was  found  Kubmcrgcd  in  a  tauk,  with  a  laceration 
throughout  tho  ootire  length  of  the  raginn,  suflicieot,  in 
itself,  to  cause  death;  but  tho  medical  witocss  believed  thai 
the  bodtj  had  been  ihraum  into  Ihe  water  be/ore  life  ices 
extinct:  he  found  some  sioeUing  abotU  the  neck,  and  fte 
believed  the  child  to  have  been  stranyled.  The  case  admits  of 
douhtj  HtiU  it  is  probnble  that  this  girl,  having  been  accideut- 
ally  injnt-cd,  wiu  at  ouce  put  out  of  the  way. 

It  appeared,  in  a  trial  at  Jcasore,  thai  n  Hiudu  confesBed 
thathc  hadatrangled  a  young  girl  to  whom  be  was  married,  who 
was  unwilling  to  rcmnia  with  him,  and  who  had  refused  to 
sleep  with  him.  He  afcerwarda  suspended  the  body  hy  the 
ucck,  trying  to  make  it  appear  that  she  had  destroyed  herself. 
The  dnro^'nh  stated  that  marks  of  strangulation  and  of  injury 
to  the  pudenda  mere  apparent.  The  Native  Doctor  deposed 
that  there  were  murks  of  a  rope  round  the  neck,  and  the 
appearance  of  a  stick  having  been  forced  into  the  private 
parts.  The  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  considered  that 
there  was  strong  presumption  that  the  prisoner  had  used  the 
girl  in  a  cruel  aiLd  brutal  manner  before  he  took  her 
life.* 

It  is  to  he  feared  that  the  existence  of  a  severe  law,  while 
it  may  possibly  act  as  a  restraint  upon  the  brutality  of  BOmc 
men,  iu  other  iu-itanccs  leads  to  the  commission  of  murder; 
orto  the  concealment,  until  too  late,  of  serious  injuries  where. 
Otherwise,  timely  assistance  might  l>c  sought  for  and  obtained. 

According  to  the  Mfthomedan  Law,  a  man's  confession  of 
Whtredom  with  a  Luaatic  IVouian,  subjected  lum  to  Uudd, 
A  remarkable  trial,  upou  a  question  of  this  kind,  occurred  in 
Ohio  U.  S.  iu  1853.     In  the  sixth  Section  of  the  Act  for  the 


•  Nuiuaul  Adkwivl  KcpQrU,  Slit  July  1M4.  fi.  19e. 
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punislinieiit  of  Crimea,  Cnrren't  Revised  Statute*,  p.  184,  it 
is  prorided — "  That  if  auy  male  person,  seventeen  jean  old 
U)d  upvsrd,  sIihII  liave  canml  knowledge  of  &ny  vomuj, 
other  than  hia  wife,  such  woman  being  Intane,  he  kooirinf 
her  to  be  such,  every  person  so  ofTcnding  sboU  be  deemed 
^ilty  or  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  tliereof.  sludl 
be  iaiprisoDed  in  tLe  penitentiary,  and  kept  at  bard  laboar 
not  more  than  ten,  or  Icaa  than  three  years."  lu  this  case 
it  was  held,  for  the  defendant,  that  the  female,  Aet«^  an  t4u>l, 
had  no  will ;  and,  therefore,  that  a  Rape  covld  not  be  eommititi 
on  her  pfTson  agaiiut  her  vuiU.  It  iras  further  claimed  thtt 
the  word  Insane,  did  not  iticludc  the  Idiotic ;  aud  hence  thai 
the  defendant  could  be  convicted  of  neither  of  the  cfaargei 
embraced  in  the  iudictmcnC.  Mr.  Justice  Nanh  ruled  thalt 
female  Idiot,  or  an  Insane  female  is  the  subject  of  Rape ;  and 
bcncc,  of  ao  attsault  with  the  intent  to  commit  that  crimen 
and  that  a  male  person,  of  a  proper  age,  who  ehall  have  car- 
nal knowledge  of  a  femnlc  Idiat,  knowing  her  to  be  such,  ii 
guilty,  voder  the  sixth  Section,  of  having  carnal  knowledge 
of  an  Insane  woman,  knowing  her  to  be  such.* 

Question  of  Virg'tnUy. — lu  a  few  in»tance$,  the  Medical 
Officer  may  be  called  upon  to  decide  whether  a  female  is  or 
is  not  a  Virgin.  About  three  ycnrs  since,  I  was  consulted 
in  a  cuaQ  of  this  kind.  A  slnvc  or  lower  servant  in  a  Moi- 
Bulmaun's  family  bad  disappeared.  It  was  suspected  that  the 
missing  man  bad  intrigued  with  his  master's  daughter,  and 
bad  been  made  away  with  by  her  friends,  I  was,  therefore, 
called  upon  to  state  whether  this  woman  (apparently  about 
20  years  of  age)  bad  been  accubtomed  to  intercourse.  1  found 
the  vagina  remnrkabty  narrow,tbut  there  was  no  liTmen.  I 
reported  that  the  woman's  person  did  not  present  the  cliicf 
sign  of  virginity,  but  that  the  absence  of  this  might  have 


*  Aivi«rivBn  JauniBl  vf  M»liou1  S4''n.iu<r,  April  I6S4,  p.  iSi,  klroaJ^  ciud  ? 
t  Nttiie  fcOBUa  acv  my  much  ia  itw  tiabit  of  cuplujiag  HkilI  oatringcDtP 
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been  consequent  upon  disease,  or  many  otiicr  causes  apart 
fruDi  sexual  iutercourse.  I  was,  bowctcr,  decidedly  of  opinion 
thnt  she  hnd  not  been  linbitunted  to  sexual  intercotirse> 

rSNATUBAL  CHIME. 

The  works  of  the  older  travellers  nearly  all  contain  refer- 
ences to  the  enormoua  prevalence  of  this  crime  Ainoug  the 
"Moors"  of  Imiiii.t 

Stavorinns  mentions  Rome  revolting,  and  probably  ex»gge< 
rated  iustujices  of  the  eommissiou  of  tbis  crimo  with  the 
Loner  Animals,  by  Mussuliuauus.  It  cauuot  be  doubted  that 
such  atrocities  nre  frequent  among  these  degraded  people  ia 
the  prcecDt  diiy.  A  gentleman  of  the  highest  veradty 
asBurea  me  that  a  late  Judge  of  Ffooglily  once  mentioned 
to  him  that,  when  about  to  sentence  a  Native  to  im- 
pmonment  on  proof  of  his  haring  committed  tliis  crime 
tn  corpors  capelli»,  he  intimated  his  decisioa  to  the  Na- 
tive jury,  who  hinted  that,  if  so  much  severity  was  to  be 
employed  against  &o  preralcat  a  crime,  the  prisons  of  Ben- 
gal would  not  be  large  euougli  to  hold  the  culprits.  Con< 
Tictions  for  this  crime  arc  however  rare  ;  Z  only  find  one  case 
in  the  Record — of  Unnatural  Crime  with  a  Cow — at  Dinage- 
pore.J  A  recent  writer  in  the  Calcutta  Kevicw§  states,  that 
there  are,  at  present,  in  Luekaow,  at  least  a  hundred  liousea 
of  ill-fame,  registered  and.  taxed,  which  are  tenanted  by  Mat 
only.  There  cnunot  be  a  doubt  that  male  and  female  chil- 
dren arc  stolen  from  every  part  of  India  to  meet  the  atro- 
cious demands  of  that  modem  Sodom.    Facts  have  recently 


*  S<H>  •  niDArkiiblv  csov  Inrvlvins  tli*  <ju«fltioa  or  Virgioitjr  ui  •  OAtivo 
woiu»n  of  BomtMy.— Titjiar,  p.  tiSK 

t  Sm  TiiTenuN'i  Vi>]r«g«^  EngliA  Truuktion  of  I6TR,  p.  51,  Prjav^a 
turn  tccount  of  Eut  Indui  aiwl  P«r«i«,  1«S8,  p.  ST  :  mmI  WilcMk»'«  inula- 
tiOD  of  Stavorinoi'a  Voytgoa,  irM,  vol.  I.,  p,  *M. 

;  rolloe  B»port,  L.  V^  1843,  p.  SX 
i  f  9r  ScptonbcT  IU5,  p.  las. 
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come  to  light  Trhicli  prove  tliat  there  exists,  Up-eountiy, 
a  very  extensive  and  abominable  trado  of  unnatural 
prostitution  regularly  carried  on  by  Euuuclis.  Dr.  Kbdea's 
paper,  already  referred  to  (|>.  3-12,)  will  sbow  bow  cxtensifely 
tbii<  moral  pest  bus  aprcad  in  tbc  states  of  I^tjpootaua  ;  and 
a  case  tried  nt  Myupoorie  in  1852, — in  wbicfa  one  Ali  Bukah, 
qunrreliiog  with  an  J^uuucb  named  Choorali,  who  had  Urcd 
witb  bioi  as  a  prostitute  for  nearly  two  years,  nearly  severed 
the  unfurtuuatc  wretch's  head  from  his  body, — led  to  the 
exposure  of  tbepraclices  of  a  class  of  Euuuchs^  dressed  as 
women,  whom  they  are  said  to  resemble  also  in  shnpe,  who 
arc  believed  to  have  vested  rights  to  contribatioos  at  wed- 
dings, &c.,  in  certain  villages  allotted  to  one  or  more  of  them 
under  a  sort  of  acknowledged  internal  Oovcmincnt.  They 
liHve^  in  fact,  a  King,  according  to  some,  resident  at  Delhi, 
others  say  at  Ferruckabad.*  It  is  to  be  feared  that, especially 
in  the  larger  Mahomedan  towns, Up-country,  these  practices 
are  so  common  ns  scarcely  to  be  regarded  as  criminal  by  ttie 
ignorant.  Thus  wc  find  two  priaoncrs,  convicted  of  the  crime 
on  their  own  confession,  relying  upon  the  pica  that — "  II 
was  their  Occupation."  !t  Again,  very  recently,  a  wretch  who 
was  tried  at  Delhi  pleaded  guilty  to  tbo  charge,  evidently 
apprehending  that  the  penalty  of  the  law  can  only  bo  incurred 
when  the  crime  is  accompanied  by  viulcncc.  lie  thought 
to  exculpate  himself  by  averring  that  the  boy,  aged  13,  sub- 
mitted willingly,  in  consideration  of  a  payment  of  five  annas. 
He  further  urged,  in  his  defence,  that  this  was  not  the  first 
time  he  had  committed  this  crime  with  the  same  boy.t 

By  the  ancient  MaUomcdaa  law,  the  justification  of  homt> 
cidc  by  tbc  party  upon  whom  this  crime  is  attempted  is  ex- 
pressly stated,  iu  the  Nukahbundeeyab  and  thcHumadettyak/ 


•  Niiuuut  Adsn-liiE  IlfporLd  If.  W.  P..  ftlh  Norombcp  Igsa,  p.  15U. 
t  NiMmul  Adawlul  ItvporU,  wL  ii,  p.  i'i. 
t  Nixamut  Adunlitl  Ri'fwna.  liiix  SepUnnlMr,  p.  I IM. 
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as  follows  "A  man  uses  force,  to  commit  Soilomy  on  a  boy, 
(u7nr»>(/,  literally,  abcariltesa  youtti,)  wbo  ia  unable  to  resist 
and  prevent  him,  escejitby  killing  bim. — ^Thebomicidfiin  thia 
case,  is  jostifiablc."  Ciuca  are  mentioned  by  Stavorinus  and 
Fryer  where  the  victims  courageously  took  tho  lives  of  their 
asaaiLn.ata;thcir  conduct  brought  them  the  commcndatioDitud 
protection  of  the  public.  Id  the  older  writers,  the  crime  of 
Bestiality  ia  speciftcd,  as  factwecii  a  man  and  a  quadruped  or 
n  woman  and  aa  ape.  By  two  authorities,  the  discretion  of 
the  Cazee,  ia  puoishing,  for  dctcrmcot,  tho  offences  of  Hci* 
tlality  ivnd  Sodomy  is  stated  to  extend  to  death,  by  ordering 
the  offender  to  be  burut,  or  thrown  down  from  ii  high  place 
or  by  causing  a  wall  to  fall  upon  him.  Scourging  or  ecu- 
liuiag  in  a  place  of  bad  odour  are  also  cited  as  Authorised 
modes  of  piiuifhmeut;  nhich  castration  and  excision  arc 
declared  uot  to  be.  Some  authoritieit  held  that  Sodomy 
should  meet  the  same  opcciEc  puuiehmcnt  as  whoredom,  and 
Shafiec's  opinion  was  that,  iu  pursuauce  of  a  tradition  from 
the  prophet,  both  parties  should  aulTcr  death.  In  the  Tubeeu, 
the  perpL'tratiuD  of  thi«  crime,  with  a  man's  own  wife,  or 
with  a  female  slave,  is  declared  liable  to  Tazeer.* 

Sodomy  was  included  uadcr  the  general  head  of  "  Zena," 
or  whoredom  :  and,  to  constitute  legal  proof  of  a  crime  of 
this  nature,  it  required  the  cvidcuec  of  four  respectable  male 
wilnesaes,  or  the  confession  of  the  guilty  person  four  times 
repeated  before  the  Cazee,  he  (the  CaKoe)  declining  to  receive 
the  confession,  and  sending  the  confessing  person  away  the 
first,  second,  and  third  time!  (Macuaghtcu'sficports,  vol.  i., 
p.  383.)  The  punishment  for  such  atrocity  appears,  howeverj 
to  be  sufficiently  provided  fur  in  ILegulatiou  Wll,  of  181 7.t 


•  Op.  Citot,  pp.  !U«-3»6. 
t  Tlid  rulloniag  nutei  coDToy  all  tlii'  poiaU  UrulieJ  in  tliv  trlnla  recorded 
in  Ihn  Kqinru  uf  iho  Coiiru  of  Beogil  uul  tbi>  H.  W.  P-,  ibnl  can  b«  of 
imporUDCS  ia  n  i»odico-t>;g«l  p«iut  ot  v'mv.     A  tiojr  of  Ift— 'Injnrict  tlir«Lt- 
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In  CAse>  where  females  are  seotenuMl  to  death  in 
it  appean  to  be  customary  to  call  for  tb«  opioioii  of  Qw 
Civil  Surgeon  as  to  whether  they  are  "  Quick  with  Clul(l,"ot 
not — apart  from  any  plea  of  Pregnancy.  Id  Native  women, 
the  change  of  colour  in  the  areoUe  of  the  breasta,  and  the 
ajipcnrance  of  the  brown  line  rrom  the  pubes  to  the  amhili- 
cns,  described  as  charactcrisLic  of  pregnancy  by  Dr.  Uoot-  ^i 
gomery,  cannot,  of  course,  be  looked  for.  ^M 

The  only  case,  bearing  upon  this  question,  which  I  have       * 
met  with,  is  one  iu  which  a  woman,  sentenced  for  pojaoniog 
her  husbsndj   simolated  pregnancy,  and  deceived  tlie   Silb> 
Assistant  Surgeon  who  examined  her.* 


en«d  l\f«. — MacnaghCeo,  roL  I..  334.  Tbc  proiec-iiior.  a  bobd  aged  SI,  ofpwd 
C«n*tJttltioti,  allcg«il  riolcnco  a^inrt  tbo  priioutT,  wn  old  taui  ftbffrt'  $SL 
Airqmttsl— Vot.  i.  of  I8S1.  p.  1599.  A  cbiM  of  3— Sc^rdimii  day*  ««« 
lont  boforv  Uie  Cirit  Suncvnii  mi«  the  chilil  i  bo  conlil  only  dcp^ia*  to  cii 
latiun  c  K  cor  null  V.  adiI  ta  aama  inflmninalioD  tviLhin  ;  but  cutuid«rad 
•ome  forcibtc  penclration  muitL  hsio  HCPurred  lu  ]>rixluc«  itw* 
— KepOTW  of  Vt.  W.  P..  f'll.  i,.  p.  ***.  Idtm.  p.  4G5.  A  bajr  of  l>  I 
«f  furcibtj-ooukiiutlius  tUnoffuncc  upoa  owe  two  }-nn  bii  aenior  i  ft  atMlical 
opiniiKi  not  Cak^ti,  Ai-quitlal.  tdm.  p.  418.  Out  Khurokpr,  of  Bwcillj, 
mnJo  a  rup>m  U  Uic  ihitnaikb,  Uiai  four  penoiu  hxbipiI  bud  Turvibly  c<m- 
milted  ScHlomy  on  liU  pflnon.  Upon  ovftmioing  iho  inrormar  tb«  Ci*il  Sat 
Itnon  reported  tliut  "  >iu  rwnnl  injury  bad  bowi  n<celred  by  hint,  bot 
then  war«  ligns  cf  uld  lUodiog  iajury  on  hia  pemm,  whicb  coald  bs 
OS,  u  thoMing  iliat  Bio  km  aiitliotcil  to  the  pracUoe  of  Sodomy.** 
Sup«iior  Court  vuutiulvd  tlirco  of  Uwi  aawuLuit4»  anil  aoqolual  iftivin 
puscr.*  Ou  a  uhiLd  of  3  or  4  yuarH.  leijiirj-  iMtf^fA  -,  a  Sarg«oii'«  opinioa 
not  Given,  NixMnut  Adawlm  Reports,  vul,  it.  of  1853,  p.  87. 
•  Polic*  Rvport,  L.  P.,  1846  p.  4S. 
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lit  It  country,  like  India,  nlicrc  true  morality  is  nimost 
unknown,  Iiut  where  tlic  lairs  of  society  cscrciae  tlie  most 
rigorous  and  vigilant  control  imngin-ible  over  tlie  conduct  of 
females,  and  where  «ix-sevcntli»  of  the  widows,  wli:itever 
their  age  or  position  iu  life  mny  bo,  are  nhsolutely  debarred 
from  rc-marringe,  and  art?  compelled  to  rely  upon  the  uncer- 
tain support  of  their  relatives,  it  is  scarcely  surprising  that 
great  crimes  should  be  frequently  practised  to  conceal  the 
results  of  immorality,*  and  that  the  procuring  of  Criminal 
Abortion  should,  especially,  be  an  nctof  almost  daily  commis- 
rion,  and  nhould  have  became  a  trade  among  certain  of  the 
lower  midwives,  or  dhaeea.^ 

It  is  stated  by  Dr.  Montpomerie,  that  the  Malay  women  of 
Singapore  are  much  in  the  habit  of  cimaing  Aburtion  when 
a  large  family  is  likely  to  pravc  troublesome. 

WanI,  the  Missionary,  described  the  crime  of  destroying 
illegitimate  children  in  the  womb  as  prcralcnt  to  a  shacliin^ 
degree  in  Bengal.  In  the  family  of  a  single  Koolin  brah- 
min, whoso  daughters  never  live  with  their  husbands,  it  was 
common  for  each  daughter  to  destroy  a  child  in  the  womb 
annually;  tliis  crime  he  found  also  to  be  very  previtlent 
among  widows,  so  numerous  in  this  country.  The  pundit 
who  gave  him  this  information,  supposed  that  10,000  ehildren 

•  T!ie  Chief  M«g»slrM«'»  Ib^on  m  the  8UI«  of  iho  Town  of  CWcntU, 
fur  iBit-U,  cooUina  a  mort  ■irikinir  iUnairuian  of  tbe  full;  of  ihv  pr««Mt 
«jr>l#in,  ftmong  ill*  Uindiu,  of  prvwoting  ilia  ro-nuuriagv  of  their  widowi. 
Cnli-iilta.  wilh  kpopuUlion  of  iiboul4l6,000,  luppnrts  1S,4I9  wainoD  of  ilt- 
f>ioi',  HvvwoJ  and  *timDi«]M(  (London,  with  its  9,000.000  inlwbiUMIb,  is  utiid 
hy  Li>rd  Sbtftoabury  to  coni«in  n«t  mora  Uiua  7  or  8,000}.  Of  UkoM 
uiifurtunBlMi  B9  liM  thtm  10,4f  I  sro  Hiiuliu. 

t  ArcoriliDg  to  Darekhardl,  thepnoUoa  Df  AbOTtionuAvqaMilatllMes, 
■nil  the  bmkI  of  the  Mecca  B4laui  Itm  (BQUamtdeadnm  OUta^mtt)  b  lfa« 
(l/ug  coDiiuonlj'  nied. 
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vere  tlias  murdered,  in  the  proTiace  of  Beag^l,  ercrr 
month  ! !  Expressing  his  doubts  of  this  extr&ordiniiiT  uid 
shodcing  circumstance,  this  penao  Appealed  to  the  (Jict  of 
nusjF  females  being  tried  for  this  offence  ia  tho  Court* 
Justice,  in  every  tilUli  in  BengftL  Ue  said  the  fiact  »u 
no  notorious  that  ever r  child  in  the  countrr  kaew  of  ili 
nnd  thnt  the  crime  had  acquired  an  Appropriate  name,  Pelm- 
ffkela,  fix.,  thrown  from  the  belly ;  pet  fhelamee  is  alio  a 
term  of  abuse  which  one  woman  oDcA  gives  to  another.  It 
WAS  a  fnct  too,  he  was  asaured,  that  many  women  died  after 
taking  the  drug  intended  to  destroy  the  child.  A  KeofiH 
brahmin  asinred  him,  that  he  bad  heard  more  than  fifty 
women,  daughters  of  Koolins,  confess  these  murders.  To 
remore  his  doubts,  he  mentioned  an  instance  which  took 
pl&cc  in  the  Tillage  where  he  wnn  bora,  vliere  the  woman  wai 
removed  in  the  night  to  an  adjoining  Tillage,  till  she  hail 
taken  medicines,  and  destroyed  the  foetus.  licr  pammuor 
and  his  friends  were  about  to  be  seised,  on  a  charge  of 
murder,  when  the  woman  returned  boroe,  having  rccorered 
from  the  indisposition  occnsioned  by  the  medicines  she  had 
taken.  On  making  further  inquiry  into  this  subject,  a 
friend,  upon  whose  authority  he  could  implicitly  rely,  auurcd 
bim  that  a  very  respectable  and  Iviirucd  hrnhmiu,  who  cer- 
tainly was  not  willing  to  charge  his  countrrmcn  with  mora 
vices  than  they  possessed,  told  him,  it  was  supposed  that 
a  thmisand  of  these  aborf'ums  took  plaet  in  Calcutta  crery 
month  <  t  This  statement  Afr.  "Ward  considered  was  doubt- 
less over-coloured.*  The  same  hrahmin  nHirmed  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  a  single  Hindu,  mnle  or  ft:ma]e, 
in  the  large  cities  of  Beugid,  who  did  not  riuhitc  the  laws 
of  chastity. 


■  Th«  Infiuiti^ide*  mtn*.  in  cIctcd  jt«ri  prior  to  1844.  ia  tbe  Uoitml 
KlfiKdam,  8,000,  or  Tar  yc&rlyi  tUo  rvliirriB  won  ttill  GOiii«icl(in.il  iiKwi^tUu.—. 
Jloiigb'*  I'KovdcDb  In  Aliliurj  [«w,  pifo  ffS. 
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*  llr.  AVard  was  a  very  careful  inquirer  and,— if,  u  i» 
Biont  prohiible,  mucU  of  tlic  dcpfavity  described  above  exinted 
ill  BfKiigal  forty  rears  ago, — tlierc  can  wurcely  be  a  doubt 
that  it  {ircvoila  without  auy  abatcincut  at  tlie  present 
momcDt. 

■'  A  considerable  nninbcr  of  cnsM  arc  brougbt  before  tbc 
notice  of  Medicitl  OiUcers,  in  which  it  is  statcil  that  Abortion 
or  Fremature  (^nfinemeut  liiis  liccu  produced  by  rioleiit  ill- 
usage,  blows,  kicks  &c.  As  these  cbnrgea  are  usually  preferred 
Natives  ft^niust  persons  with  whom  they  are  at  biUcrfcud, 
and  aa  tlie  cvidcoces  of  violence  are  not  ofteu  very  apparent, 
ttie  Medical  Ollicer  needs  do  little  more  Ihau  iixjiiirc closely 
mid  report  with  cautiou.  TliC  proof  of  aucb  violcuce  must 
gcncnilly  rest  with  the  police. 

The  mnjurity  of  cnscaof  this  class  irhich  demand  medical 
investigation  are  those  in  which  the  death  of  loth  mother 
and  child  Ims  reswlted  from  swallowing  drugs,  or  from  the 
cmploymGnt  of  local  irritants  niid  mecbnnical  mcnas  to 
cause  tho  cxpuUion  of  the  foetus. 

The  notorious  preralcuce  of  this  practice  appears  to  have 
led, formerly,  to  much  undue  interference  ou  tbe  part  of  the 
police.  It  has,  iherefoi-e,  been  onlercd  that, — "  Pulice  officer* 
inquiring  into  any  charges  of  Abortion  unatlcndcd  by  death, 
unless  expressly  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Magiatratea,  shiili 
be  liable  to  Quo  and  diaoussal."* 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that,  but  for  a  rule  of  this  kind, 
much  iiiiiuisitorial  tymnny  and  fa]»e  accuuitiou  luighl  be 
practised.  A  strong  illustration  of  this  came  before  me  in 
]8»0.  On  being  requested  to  examine  some  matters  alleg- 
ed to  liuTC  been  used  to  procure  Abortion,  1  found  tbcm  to 


*  R«gn]ati»n  XXII.  of  ISIS,  SMiion  XXn  t  C  O.,  No.  303,  D«cflinlii>r 
aisl  \M*;  B<>]tKklloa  XXXt.  of  1&I7,  S«ctioii»  Xtl,  Xltl.  8«u  ui  lmpc:irwiil 
CM*  Inariiig  ii]wu  Uiii*  |<wial — UadwRlttcn,  ivL  i^  p.  310. 
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"Assafietidiv/aW 
chilra  root,  ginger, 
gulic,  long  pepper. 


consist  of  &  scmp  of  plnntain  leaf  and  a  lenf  of  tlic  jnck  tree 
farlocarpus  iatcifrlfoHa)  Bmcared  vritli  office  ink  in  6ucU 
qutuitilies  ns  to  alloir  of  being  dissolved  off  and  used  al  tlia 
commencement  of  my  tetter  rejnrting  that  a  fraud  hud  been 
attempted. 

The  rcfll  cases  are,  howcTer,  only  too  unintrous.  Dr, 
AVcbb  gives  tlic  following  as  some  of  the  methods  prac* 
tiscd  to  produce  Abortion  in  India,  (communicated  to  liim 
hj  an  inteltigent  studeot  of  the  Calcutta  ^ledical  Col- 
lege :) 

Mixttl  and  made  inro  pulp,  to  b«  taltcn  iajM- 
nally.  After  an  liour,  sbampooiug  of  ihc  baDjr 
and  lowCT  pait  of  abdamen,  &a  well  aUa  intro- 
ducing  etglit  inches  length  of  taU  cAitra  brkoch, 
•a  u  to  «ntcr  inta  die  mouth  of  tli«  womb,  pto- 
duccs  Abortion. 

Tamnrind  pulp,  Jobftkkhar  Nabon  salt,  mixpd  and  taken,  as  well  ai 
Lill  chilra  branch  introduced,  produces  AWlion. 

Anuraj  trtii  bark,  black  pcppcr-coTnn  3S,  produces  Abortion. 

Goloctporc  pic«,  baboo  leaf,  used  for  ihe  aXUr  comequencec 

Wookra  rnoi,  blaek  pi>ppi?r-com&  boiled  logclhcr  aro   u»«d  mi 

above  for  the  space  of  ihrw  daya. 

Expri-skfd  Jtrii;(^  of  B»ori  Gooa  Paa  5  ss.  to  W  repealed  every 
hour  lo  produce  Aborlion. 

Afufntida  softened  with  water  was  anointed  in  the  n-giou  of  tb« 
navel,  niitl  at  iIk'  same  time  hot  inllk  was  given  internally,  ai  tiof  *• 
could  be  taken,  and  that  a  large  ijiiantiiir,  in  a  case  of  ihrealeoed 
abortion  ;  this  hastened  the  expulsion  of  the  ficlus,  and  the  rvnedy  is 
used  f»r  ihe  prodiiclion  of  Abortion  nlfto."* 

A  enrcful  investigation  into  the  Inttrnal  means  cmplov- 

cd   for  procuring   Abortion  among  tlie  Kntivca   is  much. 

nceded4 

In  July  1853,  the  deputy  commissioner  of  Jubbulporo 


*  Patliolugica  liMliiia,  p.  281, 
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dcspfttclied  a  fluid,  obtaiued  l)y  Dr.  A.  Wilkinson,  from  the 
Btninach  of  a  Grnlimin  voman,  wlio  hud  asserted]  in  her 
dying  dectaratioii,  that  she  auflered  from  tlie  effects  of 
Atsenic  administered  to  her  hy  her  piinimonr  to  produce 
Aborlioa.  Dr.  Wilkinson  pronounced  his  belief  that  the 
matter  found  in  the  stomach  contained  Arsenic  ;  this  was 
confiroicd  by  the  Chemical  Examiner's  nnnlysis.* 

In  a  case  which  occurred  ntTiiiperah  in  1 848,  the  prisoners 
arc  reported  to  have  Bdmiuistered  to  a  nomna  who  was  preg- 
nant by  onts  of  them,  a  mixture  of  red  sulpburct  of  arsenic, 
white  oxide  of  nrnenic,  hlne  vitriol  and  vcrmillioii,  for  the 
purpose.  AS  they  said,  of  producing  Abortion ;  the  woman 
died  in  coDsequeoee-t 

Dr.  O'Shaughnessy  has  shown  that  the  ialf  chUra  la  some- 
times given  intcrunlly  to  occasion  Abortion4 

It  is  probable  that  the  Native  Abortionists  employ  a  variety 
of  Mechanical  flleant  nnd  of  Local  Irritants  to  effect  their 
destructive  object,    It  is  believed  that  the  iutroductioa  of 


*  TnlSIB,  uTippcrab  mungaro  hii  miMresa  potvon.  yrith  lht>  riew.uha 
■Aid,  of  proonriog  Abortion,  bul  flhicli  c»i»cd  b«r  doatli  in  »  Tvw  hour*.  'Iha 
|ioiios  bad  picTJuiuly  been  lued  li^  liim  h>  kill  rats,  n>  ibnc  h«  wu  wull 
Bfr»r«  of  iu  cfllBcU.— IVUct  Itcport,  Luwcr  I'rotlucM  18*9,  p.  3".  Mr. 
Brown,  cif  We»ton-on-Tr*iit,  has  rajKirlud  tlic  uai*  of  ■  }-ouug  wuiDan,  S4 
jvan  of  B^,  who  ira«  aupjimcd  to  have  dicil  of  iicritonilis  afUr  prvmalura 
dvliveiy.  It  tTM  fbond  that  nho  had  bfwn  ihq  lulyMit  uf  ulcomtinn  of  Iha 
■tanuoh  prtxlucvU  b;  ik«  *etlon  of  kTMnic  (prvbablir  Uk«n  to  indao* 
AborlioiiJ,  wUich  was  daluotei]  ill  tbat  vrt^an  bj-  chvuiiual  uialj-iiii  (A(M)oi> 
ktioii  Journal,  OetubcrT,  1699.)  On  thoolliar  band  Ur.  Caricr,  ufNcHbiirr, 
referred  to  Dr.  Tuylor  the  eue  ot  a  f-MdatF,  »g«d  2S  year*,  who  t^alc  *  Urge 
dow  of  «rMnio  wbim  ahn  bad  passctl  tho  AlUi  nugnth  of  pn-gMni;)r.  She 
died  in  I«m  Ihan  Mvon  baur*,  purK«l  ^nd  vomiting,  but  did  not  abort— 
Taylor,  pagB  034. 

f  Tolici;  Bi-port,  lywer  FrorinFti,  1849  p.  3.  The  P^■lic«  Bcport  of  tbal 
j'pnrinakd*  alluaioii  to  four  other  deaths  caiucd  bjr  giving  ilrugi  la  frocimi 
Abvrtiuu,  occuhus  iu  Tippcrah> 

;  ScD  Amlta,  p.  387. 
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arscuic  is  practised,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  meet  with 
an  in.<itaQce  of  tlie  kind.* 

Mr.  Edgewortb,  Commisuoncr  and  SuperinCeDdcot  of 
tbc  Trnns-Sutlej  Stiitea,  baa  roccntly  communicnted  to  the 
Iklcdical  Board  some  iiitcrcatiiig  pnrticulors  vliich  he  bni 
collected  ia  criutnaL  trials  re^rdhig  Ibo  drugs  med  to  pro- 
duce Abortion  by  the  Tillage  tnidwivcs  about  Jalandhar. 
Tbat  most  commonly  io  use  nppcars  to  be  tbe  steoi  of  liic 
Trianihema  peatandra,  called  B'u-kopra  aud  St»L  Tliia  is 
usuall/  looked  npon  as  nn  iDnoceiit  pot-berb.  In  moat 
coses  of  vrhiclt  bo  has  beard,  tlio  stalk  was  employed  lo< 
tally;  but,  iu  one  iustniice,  it  was  given  ■with  otbur  drujj* 
a.t  a  bolus.  Another  substance  used  fur  this  purpose  is  tbe 
Mtjnphul, — fruit  of  tbc  K»fio/i(i  dtimetorum.  In  addition  to 
tbesc,  Cloves,  Nutmep,  and  Saffron,  Fenugreek,  and  Sal 
Ammonine  fire  ascd.  A  mixture  of  tbe«e  seven  ingredients 
vas  successfully  employed  in  a  cmo  recently  tried  by  him. 
In  uuothcr  recent  aac,  a  mixture  of  Mynphul,  Gvffger  Bel, 
[Cmcvta  Rejlexa — tbe  brmicbes)  and  Malkungni  \Ceiaatrut 
Paniculate)  had  bccu  giveu  by  Ibe  moutb. 


•  In  1S45,  the  Chcmiccl  HxBminor  rocpiiTxl,  frenn  th*  Masit^nte  or  th» 
34  Frr|^inn>li«,  ft  pockvt  uf  sulntBiicra  whJL-h.  it  nppcuv,  wm  IwlliitMl  tu 
barn  Imhii  liiipiI  in  proniriiig  Atiiirtiou.  Dr.  0'Sh»nghn«ny  drlaelml  fuwd 
lillisrtrr.  RDlsar,  aliuu  uijtl  siMiio  hnrmloti  buIisUhc**,  ihc  wlkil*  bvioft  com- 
monly  uied  bv  Natlrt  wotnc^u  fur  rnniirine  linir  fmm  ihc  nxiHc  tod  pnbes. 
Up  Ihougtit  tlint,  duubtleu,  Momo  of  the  oubttuicrs  nii);ht,  ifspplM  <Hllun 
ihi-  oriflijc  nf  lbs  nomb,  caini:  inch  irritaliuo  m  khuW  Irad  %o  Abnrtivn  i  1>iit, 
undut  the  klMTTO  rlrviimilancHTi,  Ihuir  |i<>Hu%uun  cuulil  kckrc«ljr  iMilrvjnnJ* 
proof  of  erimiokl  practicti*.  1  tiai-c  maik  *i>me  tnqiiLrf  ralatlr*  to  lb* 
anoaical  compotitUin  navA  liy  nntiics  nt,  a  dcpilal^rj-,  UvImo  DjralAwn 
Bj-uvk,  ortho  Ootarparah  UoMpiial.  Inrormn  nw  UiM  U  U  oonpoand  of 
liurUl  (orpimont)  and  lime.  Some  pmoiii  miL  Uicm  in  «^iiml  pnru,  otiwrt 
DM- an  cxi.-M«  of  orplmcnt  or  of  liiiip.  TliMe  are  tniwU  into  ■  pMU>  flf  ili« 
eoDslBtanco  of  ihk-k  Lunej.  wliirli  it  applied  IcLcvarm  over  lie  pvlv  Md 
»  atWvnil  U  Kmain  from  5  to  T  miniim.  Tkc  surficKi  U  thrn  watlicd  cl(*ii 
wilh  rolil  waicf,  when  thn  iiuir  is  filhir  rcnioicd  wilh  Uie  p*rt*,  or  l«  «a«ly 
plucked  out  wiitioutpuin.  Tliw  pmcLitu  ia  a«<  frcijueiil  MMRg  the  hnrvf 
claUM  sod  vrcmi'ii  tl  iU£uua. 
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In  (I  cnse  tried  at  Fumickabad,  it  nas  stated  that  the  dose 
which  hnd  caused  a  woman  three  monthsi  gone  to  abort 
was  6vc  piU«  and  some  soda  and  carrot  sccds.*= 

lu  1851,  a  Hindu  waa  tried  at  Dftckert^uiige  fur  (ulmitiia- 
tering  the  juice  of  some  jungle  plant  to  liis  sistcr-in-Uw, 
seven  moiitha  gone  iu  prcgnaucy,  iu  consequence  of  which 
she  wnti  tnkcn  ill  and  passed  some  congealed  blood.  She 
flied  in  50  to  60  hours,  from  the  effects  of  this  medicine, 
hnritig  proWousIy  acknowledged  tlie  illicit  iiitcreoui-sc  be- 
tween hentelfaad  the  prisoner,  and  the  f»ct  uC  hia  having 
given  her  the  incdipino  alluded  to,  to  procure  miscarriage, 
Thu  body  was  8o  much  decornpoRcd  that  the  Sub^Assistant 
Surgeon  who  examined  it  could  merely  atato  that  the 
woinnn'a  dcntb  was  caused  by  abortion  of  a  fcctus  nbont  7 
months  old,  the  nfter-birth  hnvin*;  remaiued  attached  to  the 
woiab,  lie  could  not  pronounce  that  the  substance  (Huid  ?) 
stud  to  have  beeu  adniiniatcrcd  by  the  priaoucr  would  causo 
miNearriage.  The  prisoner  was  acquitted.  The  judge  of  the 
higher  court  remarked  that  the  examination  of  the  Medical 
Odlcer  had  not  bcca  HuQicicutly  close.  He  should  bare 
been  questioned  regarding  the  properties  of  the  aaeiepia* 
giganlea,  and  its  effect  upon  the  sratem,  when  given  in  lai^ 
quautitics.  It  i^,  he  believed,  an  irritaut  aud  an  active 
purgative,  and  is  injuriou!)  to  the  eyatom,  according  to  the 
Quantity  or  frctiucucy  with  which  it  ia  admiuistered. 

There  can  be  no  duubt  that  the  acrid  milky  juice  of  the 
Mud»r  m.iy  act  fatidly  to  both  mother  and  child  iu  hucU 
casea,  by  its  powerful  emetic  and  cathartic  O[)cratioii. 

Professor  T.  W.  'Wilson  inforras  mo  tbat  a  by  no  means 
unusual  mode  of  procuring  miscarriage  among  the  native 
women  of  Calcutta  ia  by  placing  a  lighted  u  iclc  in  a  iotak 
be  ass  water  vessel)  and  applying  the  moutb  of  the  pot  over 
the  hypogastrio  regiou,  after  tlic  manner  of  a  large  cupping 

*  SiBWnut  Adawlut  KciwrU,  H-  W.  F,  July  8lh  ISM,  p.  832. 


4M 


ON    HEDICAI.   JCRtSPRrDEKCB 


glass.  Traction  is  made  upou  tlic  vcascl  while  tt  b  firmly 
adherent,  and  proba1)l}r  a  partial  separation  of  the  placeata, 
or,  poasibly,  rery  serere  iojury  to  tlie  uterine  parietes,  is  tho 
result.  Probably  tbJii  means  and  Pretmre  are  generally 
cniplored  nt  advanced  terms  of  pregnancy. 

The  most  frequent  and  probably  most  destractire  mode  of 
causing  Abortion  among  the  liengnlces  is  by  the  iutrodnc- 
tion  into  the  ntcriiic  cavity  of  a  large  portion  of  the  root  of 
the  La/l  ChUra,  or  Plumbago  Rosea. 

In  A  case  where  death  was  caused  at  Ilooghly,  in  1S13,  by 
administering  means  to  ciiui!c  Abortion,  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  from  the  report  of  the  Civil  Surgeon,  that  tbedeccas* 
ed  had  died  from  inflammation  of  t)ic  womb,  caused  by  the 
introduction,  though  the  Vaginn,  of  a  piece  of  stick  called 
Cheeta,  but  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  ugaiust  the  three 
persons  accused.* 

In  1814,  it  was  reported  to  the  Joint  Magistrate  of  Ban- 
ooorah,  that  the  relations  of  a  pregnant  woman  intended,  to 
administer  drugs  to  her  to  procure  Abortion.  A  burkun- 
dunz  was  scut  to  iuquirc  into  the  matter.  He  found  the 
woman  very  ill,  having  hecu  recently  delivered.  She  stated 
that  two  persons  had  given  her  drugs.  These  individuals 
were  sent  in  with  her  paramour.  There  wai,  howcrcr,  no 
proof  forthcoming  agajust  them.  Alter  her  death,  it  wns 
found  that  a3ticl(,(a  piece  of  whicH  remained  in  the  wooib,} 
had  been  forced  up  the  uterus,  and  that  inflammation,  ariaing 
from  its  presence,  caused  her  death.f 

It  was  reported,  in  the  case  of  n  professional  Abortionist, 
convicted  nc  Tippcrah,  in  ]fl45,  that  her  medicine  was  apiU 
of  th«  Cheeta  tree,  and  that  she  also  passed  into  the  Vagina 
a  stick  of  the  creeper  called  Moafteeaure-X 

In  his  report  of  I8S0,  already  noticed.  Dr.  Woodford  refers 

•  Tulk*  Ueporl,  L.  T..  1853,  p.  0». 
t  ibid  for  nu,  I.  61.  X  md  for  ISU,  p.  kO. 
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to  a  case  ta  which  he  found  n  portion  of  this  root  "  in  the 
gangrenous  uterus,  with  a  picoeofBlringnttnched,  which  hnd 
beco  accidentally  broken  in  the  withdrawftl."* 

In  Mbj  185-1,  the  bodr  of  a  tliiidu  wumaii,  nho  htul  died 
under  suspicious  circumstances,  was  brought  to  my  hospitnt 
io  a  very  advanced  stage  of  decomposition.  Tlie  Native 
Doctor  informed  me  that,  when  placed  in  the  dead  house,  it 
appeared  iu  a  natural  condition.  1,  however,  found  the  womb 
everted  between  the  thighs  of  the  corpse,  cridcntlr  by 
the  gascoQs  distention  within  ;t  and,  lying  beside  it,  and 
evidently  hating  recently  escaped  from  its  cavity,  the  body 
of  a  (cuius  of  about  4  mouths,  greatly  decomposed,  and  n 
portion  of  the  lall  chHra  root,  seven  and  a  hnlf  inches  long 
and  rather  thicker  than  a  common  writing  ciuill.     This  haii 


*  Sea  dUo  >  ilmilar  oaso  bj  Dwu-kananUi  Dns  Bud.  Pftibologica  Influx 
p.3S3.  The  nom&ii  tli<H)  oE  perilonilii  m  f:v  huiiri  aflpr  hi-r  ktluiiiiiion  la 
the  ho»pJUtl.  In  ihp  nitwit  n  i>!itp  of  Lnll  Chitiii  stiuk  na.i  f  iiind,  ih«  uttnu 
wai  in  &  aisle  or  Dlcvrntloii  from  Uic-  oudikcI  of  thli  foreign  lioily.  ilm  VigiiH 
wo*  iaIUtneil  and  uliMrated.  'J'Ji«  pchlooitu  xnu  ttld  tt>  liuvd  aoma  oa 
four  dkfs  pre>iQUs  lo  her  aduiiuioa  tu  ihi!  Meilicil  College  Boipiui. 

t>  In  ■  noiice  of  this  cbku,  publithi'd  in  tul.  xxL  p.  193  uf  liis  Die«U«ni 
■■  Abalfkot,'*  my  friend  Dr.  lUnkittK  remark*,—"  W«  w«  dot  dltpoaed  ti>  UMpI 
Or.  Chcms'a  explaiiklian  Uuit  tlic  coaiMnU  nf  (he  nlcnn  ircre  fxpplkd  by 
tlin  itci'umiilalion  of  riu  iu  the  it)Ustini>s."  This  £<liiAr  duM  not  *tMl*i  Ibc  rca- 
•nn*  for  hiAdisMuvt,  but  tpooks  of  my  cam  ■«  timilar  lo  oua  by  Dr.  Ubyer,  of 
WanbuTg,  died  In  i!ie  pr«ot><liai;  Tolame  of  the  Ahsirnci,  p.  193.  In  thli 
Imtrr  ciup.  ih«  clillil  wiu  vitruittnl  froin  the  uUrui  of  lh«  mnthvr  St  hotira 
ftfiur  death.  Wht>n  thvre  wai  "  fuand  no  nbitnliito  «vidra<«  uf  tlMth."  TiM 
r>TtotwboM»  lh>l,  herv,  in  kII  probability,  tb«  chUtl  ws*  expelled  by  iht 
■■  mm  rigor  motlU  at  the  iitarua."  In  my  mm,  this  nxi^KiatioD  wu  quJia 
taadaiMlble.  Tha  body  waa  brougbl  to  my  bocpUal  A^bRiUy  nroUoa  by 
putMbotion,  l<>ng  afUr  tho  coMation  of  kbe  nfcr  wtartUi  and.  anbaaqMBllji 
t«  lU  Mng  ikpoftiled  ihaire,  tb*  fwiiu  waa  axrvllpd. — tha  abdaiueii  being 
•Dormouily  ditleodod  by  gu.  This  KppMra  also  la  haie  ooc^rnul  ia  ib« 
body  of  ■  wvfiMB  whoao  MM  becMDo  tbc  lubjcct  of  »  irwl  •(  Tlriiuul  ■« 
16^3.  A  wridow.  having  bMonio  prpgnani,  diMpppaivd.  and  wu  rvportwd  la 
have  benn  miinlered  by  h*r  iwlationt.  tl<r  body  wni  Met  Ia  Ih*  Ci«tl  Asm- 
t-uii  Sunpfm.  after  dU(n|praml,in  n  Yery  ftdrutOMl  st4(e  of  pum^lWtioa. 
"  The  womb,  nitb  a  ponioo  or  (he  anmll  iatMtlnei;  lud  boni  (breed  by  iba 
prumotiun  of  putrDfkclion  (gMM  in  tb«  ftbdonon)  tbroagh  ifai>  nteraal 
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been  tcraped  *  and  wu  thickly  conted  witU  Bdlieaive  inflam- 
matory deposit. 

In  the  followtDg  August,  I  cxatnined  the  liodr  of  a  Mas- 
tulmaunee,  dead  three  dave,  who  iran  alleged  to  hare  died 
in  consequence  of  tlie  employment  of  loeans  to  produce 
Abortion.  I  found  that  this  had  been  effected  by  the  intro. 
duction  of  a  portion  of  tbe  »amc  root,  about  four  inches  and 
a  half  long  and  rather  more  than  half  as  thick  aaacommoa 
cedar  pencil.  The  contents  of  the  uterus,  which  roust  have 
been  of  tbe  4th  or  5th  moath,  had  been  expelled,  but  this 
irritatioi;  substance  rcmainrd  lodged  in  tta  caTitjr.  The 
lining  of  the  uterus,  still  conted  with  decidua,  had  a  seared 
appearance,  almuKt  us  if  molten  lead  had  l>een  poured  over 
it,  and  the  root  was  completely  draped  with  a  thick  shreddy 
deposit.  Decomposition  had  advanced  conaiderably,  but  the 
miicoua  membrane  of  the  stomach,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
first  portion  of  tbe  duodenum,  was  of  a  deep  lake  colour, 
while  the  rest  of  the  intestinal  tract  was  pale.  Hub,  how- 
«rer,  appeared  to  result  merely  from  a  state  of  high  conget- 
tioQ.  The  stomach  eontained  rather  more  than  an  onnco  of 
eanguiuulent  fluid,  exactly  reacmhliug  strawberry  cream  in 
appearance.     There  were  solid  focccs  in  the  rectum.     Tbiok- 


«rgUiB  of  g4«im«(ioD,  ind  a  tiatW  porticn  of  tlia  rvmuni  of  ihssc  slan»  w^ro 
Tiiible."  The  right  side  of  tbe  ntdnDinal  paHrlei  h»d  tnintt  M  u  lo 
iJve  exit  t9  tb*  £U^  of  pntntbctioii.  "  From  tk»  kbuBM  »f  tke  atarin* 
otgtiw,  h«  wu  ansble  la  «t«te  if  the  dec«aM<)  wu  pncawit  i  baLln'tite 
Uan  »o  tni  actmicad  u  («  b«  uukblc.  from  lier  •bw^  lo  oooeMl  1^ 
du  tnotb  mould  not  Aa<v  betn  prvtruAnt  omt  of  her  h>rf|i  ;  LbMcfon,  if 
sbo  had  been  prcgnnat,  it  mnat  havo  bcco  of  ibort  daralioa."  TIm  kbor* 
MMf  MppnF  ttrangly  to  oppoM  the  conclaiian  bar*  iTrimd  at  ttj-  tk* 
Uedioal  Oinc«r, 

■  Dr.  U'ShuughiMmy  mcnlionB  ihst  tbe  PUmhafiH  teuaU  principally 
in  ttw  karli  of  the  root.  It  is  to  br  feared,  honrvi-r,  tbat  this  scnpiaf 
ii   ni«f«ly  tnlMided    to    incrsSM    tb*    lmtatin|i    «(l«cis    of   lb*    Uislaci>C 
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iDgth&t  the  powder  of  lali  chitra  might  linve  nlsobcea  given, 
I«ent  the  stomach  to  the  Chemical  Examiuer,  but  nothiug 
suspicious  could  he  detected. 

Jt  appeared^  iu  a  trial  at  Mymcuslug,  that  a  widow,  liaving 
entered  upon  a  disreputable  course  of  life,  and  becoming 
pregnant^  sho  and  one  of  her  pnrnmours  had  recourse  to  » 
womtm  of  the  be&rcr  caste,  who  was  "  acquainted  with 
medicine"  to  procure  Abortion.  This  hng  furnished  "a 
twig  of  a  creeping  plant"  which  she  procured  on  the  bonk 
of  the  rirer, — this  was  introduced  iuto  the  womb.  It  ia)uie< 
diately  began  to  cause  paiu^  but  she  was  entreated  by  her 
paracDOur  to  bear  it  for  the  sake  of  preserving  their  reputa- 
tion. On  the  following  day,  she  began  to  complain  of 
severe  pain  in  her  stomach,  saying  timt  it  was  owing  to 
some  mcdidac  which  had  been  given  her  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  Abortion,  llcr  death  occurred  three  days  aftOp 
thit.  Tbe  Civil  Surgeon  deposed  that  death  wait  caused  by 
tniscarriage,  that  the  vomb  was  enlarged,  that  there  was 
no  foetus  iu  the  womb,  it  must  have  been  thrown  nway, 
and  death  ensued  from  htemorrhage ;  thitt  tbcr«  was  a  lai^ 
sore  [?]  on  the  surface  of  the  womb ;  to  which  the  foetus 
had  been  attached,  with  effusion  of  blood  in  and  nrouud  it; 
that  the  miscarriage  must  have  been  caused  by  the  intro- 
dactioa  of  a  stiek  of  n  highly  irritating  uature  into  the 
womb,  such  as  the  piece  of  stick  shown  to  him  in  court, 
which  was  found  in  the  woralj.  That  it  was  called  Akul' 
mendtt  (Lawsonia  Incrmis?)  and  is  uuiver«ally  utscd  by  the 
natives  for  procuring  Abortion  by  introducing  it  into  the 
womb.  Tlie  hag  admltled,  before  the  darogah,  that  she  had 
furnished  the  medicine  to  be  applied  to  the  deceased's 
person  to  cause  Abortion  ;  and,  when  the  darogah  asked  her 
to  show  him  the  twig,  she  procured  a  twig  from  the  jungle 
saying  that  this  was  what  she  pare.  ^This  twig  was  produced 
in  Court  together  with  the  piece  of  stick  which  was  dis- 
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covered  ia  the  deceased's  womb — tbey  were  of  the  sAine 
kiud* 

It  might  be  imaginc'd  tlint  a  mode  of  procaring  Aborttoo 
more  tiuleut  nnil  cruel  thnii  the  nbore  could  Bcarceir  be 
ima^ned.  A  series  of  still  more  atrocious  aues  is,  however, 
on  record. 

In  1843,  X>r.  J.  Macpherson,  then  Medical  Officer  of 
Uowrali,  oxamined  tLe  body  of  a  Hindu  feinale^f  about  25 
Tcnrs  of  Hgc,  in  an  advaticed  stage  of  dccompoailion.  She 
was  said  to  liave  been  recently  delivered ;  and,  on  her  death- 
bed, to  hare  accused  the  mnn  with  whom  sha  ooh&bitcd  of 
LAving  caused  Abortion.  The  iiit«atiues,  Trithiii  the  pelvis, 
were  fouud  to  be  in  a  state  of  ncute  ioflnrnmation,  with  shreds 
oi  lymph  freely  cfTused  :  and,  fluattn^amongtlicm,  and  IriDf 
trniisversclj,  was  fonud  a  piece  of  stick,  about  5J  iochcs 
long,  of  about  the  thickucxs  of  a  small  quill,  and  with  one 
end  slightly  sharpened,  [Doubtless  this  was  a  portion  of  the 
lull  ehitra  ruot.]  On  examining  the  uterus,  its  fundus  was 
discoTCrcd  to  have  been  perforated  by  the  stick,  &  small 
hole,  large  enough  to  iidmic  of  its  passage,  remaiuing  per- 
vious. The  coutcnta  of  the  utenis  had  been  recently  evacu- 
ated, its  coiits  were  diluted  to  one-half  more  than  its  usual 
BtKc,  mill  the  spot  to  which  the  pincetila  had  been  adherent 
was  plainly  recognizahlo.  Xo  laceration  of  the  oa  uteri  was 
discoverable:  and  it  nas  not  known  what  had  become  of  the 
foetus.  As  one  end  of  the  slick  had  the  look  of  haring  been 
broken  off,  it  may  have  originally  been  much  longer,  and 
have  been  broken  off  by  the  violence  employed  in  introduc- 
ing it.  The  evidence  went  to  show  that  no  one  but  the  nian 
with  whom  she  cohabited  could  have  had  aeeess  to  licr,  and 
iL  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  she  could,  of  herself,  have  u^d 


■  NiKaiuut  Adfttrtut  ficports,  An^at  tntl  IBM.  p.  IBS. 
t  &inj[ubrlji   vnuiigli,  lier  dsim   ■jpp«aT>,   hy  Hut  rr^Kirl,   to  hara  bM« 
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lufiicicnt  force  to  pierce  the  wsAU  of  the  uterus.  Its  passinff 
80  directly  through  the  axia  of  tlic  uterus  must  hiLve  been 
acci(lcnt»t.  It  appeared  that  deiLth  occurred  in  about  18 
hours  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury.* 

One  Omno  Chung,  ofSj'lhet,  was  sentenced  to  imprisoamcnt 
for  having,  npparently  in  Icngae  with  n  professsooal  Abor- 
tionist, ktlkd  a  woman  who  was  with  child  by  him.  The  Civil 
Surgeon  deposed  thut  he  found  iu  the  vagina  a  root  of  Loll 
Chitra  about  tcu  inches  long,  which  had  pierced  the  further 
part  of  the  womb  and  had  caused  much  inflammation.  It  ap. 
pears  that  this  treatment  was  followed  by  death  in  three  days.f 

In  1855,  Mr.  G.  M.  Shircorc  reported  the  case  of  a 
Hindu  woman,  about  30  yean  of  age,  who  was  brought 
to  the  Mcdicnl  College  Hospital,  collnpacd  and  dring,  witb 
tympanitis  aud  great  abdominal  tenderness.  Slic  atated 
that  she  had  miicftrried,  at  between  the  4th  and  5th  months 
six  or  eight  days  previously ;  but  distinctly  denied  having 
received  any  injury  whatever  suQicieut  to  cause  Abortion, 
which  she  alleged  had  occurred  apontaiieously.  There  were 
found  cxtcnsii'o  traces  of  peritonitis.  An  abaeeas  was  found 
in  the  left  lumbar  region  over  the  pitoaa  muscle,  within  which 
was  lodged  a  thin  pointed  slip  of  bamboo,  about  six  inchea 
long.  There  was  a  gangrenous  appearance  of  the  os  tinciD, 
and  the  lining  of  the  Uterus  wa»  coated  with  a  dark  grumoaa 
tliin  mucus,  but  the  condition  of  the  organ  appeared  other- 
wise but  little  altered,  and  it  displayed  uo  opening  whatever 
through  which  the  bamboo  could  have  been  throat,  nor  the 
slightest  mark  of  recent  cicatrization.  A  large  ragged  nicer 
was,  however,  found  in  the  rectum,  at  least  nine  inches 
above  the  anus,  communicating  directly  with  the  carity  of 

'  India  Jowul  of  BIcdical  Hid  Flifnosl  ScImccl  April   IMS  ;  I«nloa 
MfdiMl  GiMtu,  «oL  a«,  pMS*  109,  Md  'Tijlor,  pa««  U9. 
t  Nlinmui  Adkiflut  BcfiorU,  DtMaibar  Saod  iwa,  ^  »IU,  uid  DccmilMr 
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the  nbsfies^  ;  and  throagh  this,   no  doubt,   the   stick  bad 
passed.* 

From  several  recorded  cases  it  would  nppear  tbnt  the 
dhaea,  in  some  instancca  at  least,  merely  furnish  tlie 
instronieut  br  ivhich  Abortioo  is  to  be  caused,  vhicb.  is 
emploj'cd  by  tlic  womau's  frieuda,  her  paramour,  or  even  hy 
hertei/i  liCQCC  doubtless,  the  great  severity  of  the  iiijurie* 
iuflictcd  in  the  above  cases. 

The  whole  of  the  printed  reports  of  tlie  Cnlcutta  Nisa- 
mut,  up  to  the  end  of  April  18yi,  contain  report*  of  only  1-4 
cues  of  trials  for  procuring  Abortion.  lu  12  of  these  InaUucea 
death  of  the  unhappy  women  resulted.  Bat  few  of  these 
cases  crobody  much  infonnatiou  that  is  valuable  iu  a  medico- 
legal point  of  view.  Miiny  of  them,  hovrcTcr,  show  that  ther« 
is  a  class  of  Native  women  who  are  professed  Abortionists. 
A  woman  was  sciiteocod  at  Humcerporo,  in  18S4,  npon  her 
own  confession,  for  causing  thu  duith  of  a  pregnant  female. 
This  hug  hiid  been  brought  from  a  distance  to  effect  iho 
crime,  which  had  evidently  becu  preceded  by  others  in.  which, 
she  was  no  agent,  she  huving  practised  the  art,  and  that  not 
secretly,  as  an  avowed  and  siicccseful  profcsaion.t  At 
Tipperah,  (a  place  uotorious  fur  this  cnme,)  a  woman  was 
convicted  in  1845,  of  haviitg  caused  death  by  administering 
drugs  to  procure  Abortion.  It  was  supposed  that  this  was 
her  regular  trade,  her  charge  in  each  case  being  five  rupGca.{ 
I  am  iaformcd,  by  Mr.  Edgoworth,  that,  about  Jalandhor, 
(Trans-Sutlej  States)  certain  hags  make  a  regular  trade  by- 
procuring  Abortion.    He  is  of  opinion  that,  although  death 


*  Op.  CiUt.  for  Oclobor,  1R45,  p.  i»3.  In  IM'.  Dr.  Blum^.  of  Bett- 
bhoom,  T«part^,  in  ■  cruiiin>l  oM,  thkl  ha  found  the  womb  af  ■  Brkliinui** 
nnmsn  rupliirud.  that  it  bdiI  tliu  Blnlninri)  wc-n  ao  miicli inl1»iDod  b«  prabaUj 
to  tiaic caused  tlnatti  ;  and  thnt  Abortion  hid  pronoul}'  taken  plaoe.  ItU 
lobe  rcgntted  that  fiirthtT  panicabn  «f  temoarkaM*  ft  wu«aRnotgn««b 
t  Miu;na(!hi4>n'«  R«iKirt*.  roL  ii..  p.  33d. 
I  Polito  H*fort,  L.  P.,  lS*i,  p.  40. 
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frequently  results  from  the  means  vliicli  they  employ,  time 
womea  are  not  professional  poisoners.  One  Mtisst.  Proba, 
of  Sylhct,  -wns  scntcncod  to  imprisonment  for  hnvirg  pro- 
duced the  Miscarriage  of  a  woman  who  was  -with  child  by 
h«r  hasbnnd's  brother:  death  ensued.  It  appeared  that 
deceased  consented  to  giro  ten  ftnons,  (tittle  more  than  & 
•hilUog,)  to  the  prisouer,  who  was  spoken  of  as  skilful  in  her 
art.  A  root  appears  to  have  been  the  destructive  agent 
employed.*  The  reported  cases  show  that  Beversd  members 
of  A  family,  &«  the  brothcrSj  the  mother  and  other  female 
rotations  of  ttie  womnn,  and  the  friends  of  the  seducer,  hy 
DO  means  rarely  become  parties  to  the  crime,  in  their  anxiety 
to  conceal  the  disgrace,  or  to  arert  its  punisliment ;  that 
the  deaths  of  both  mother  and  child  often  result  from  the 
adminiatration  of  drugs,  solely  by  the  mouth,  wilhont  the 
employment  of  local  mcaus  ;  and  that  the  criminals  arc  apt 
to  plead  thnt  they  employed  means  with  a  riew  only  to  re- 
atorc  arrested  cataraenial  function — as  iu  the  following  case. 
In  1852,  three  persons  were  tried  at  Cuttaclt,  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  a  woman,  by  means  applied,  with  her  own 
consent,  to  caose  Abortion.  A  man  who  resided  in  the 
dcce&sed's  house,  and  who  stated  that  he  was  100  years  old, 
testified  that  he  had  seen  one  of  the  prisoners  (who  evident* 
ly  followed  the  profession  of  midwife,  but  denied  the  fact,) 
sit  on  the  deceased's  bed  with  anottier  woman,  both  on  the 
day  of  her  death  and  ou  the  day  previous,  and  that  he  saw 
her  gire  and  apply  medicines,  intcnuiUy  and  externally,  to 
the  deceased,  who  did  not  afterwards  rise  from  her  bed.  The 
midwife  admitted  to  tlie  Police  that,  undcratandiug  that 
the  decciucd'a  monthly  courses  had  stopped,  she,  upon  being 
repeatedly  requested  to  prescribe  something  for  their  return, 
procured  some  assafoetida  and  aloes,  and  prepared  two  Imtteei, 


9W  o*  vimcai.  jtniisnrDSN'cc 

or  ToUs  of  doth  tviited  roond  s  smaU  stick,  and  gare  tliem 
to  tbe  deceaflcd,  trlliug  her  to  apply  tbem,  ouc  at  a  time. 
She  stated,  before  tlM  Magistrate,  tbat  alie  ^re  tbe  woman 
%pMik«,  or  roll  of  cloth  with  salt  on  it,  to  apply  to  her  pri- 
Taie  parts,  (probably  the  bag  of  dried  and  heated  salt  often 
ttsed  in    the  treatment  of  amenorrfacEal    cases),  and  aUoy 
though  in  somevh&t  a  confiited  raaaner,  admitted  admiat»> 
taring  — laftntida  and  aloea,  but  diBclaiaed  giving  her  tho 
MIMB.    Tha  Ifadied  OOeer  deposed  posittvcly  to  the  fact 
of  tbe  deceased  hanng  been  recently  delivered  of  a  fcDtna  of 
aboot  4  OMHttbs,  and  tbat  her  death  was  caused  by  injoriea  ' 
tben^  oecanoned  in  the  womb.     Tbe  judge  of  tbe  higher 
Ooort  decided  that — though  the  operation  wax  performed 
with  the  consent  of  the  deceased,    and    the  death  of  tb« 
woman  was  not  intended  ;  yet,  as  the  act  was  unlawful,  and 
waa  attended    with    probable    serious    danger,  tbe  killing 
anwnting.  accordio;  to  English  Law,  to  murder — according 
to  Mahomedan  law  it  ia  a  paoishable  offence,  but  it  does  not 
eome  within  the  five  denominations  of  homicide  distingnish- 
ed  in  that  law.    The  pri»ODcra  were  sentenced  to  7  yeara* 
imprisoomeni,  with  labour.* 

It  ia  worthy  of  remark  that,  in  this  countrr,  women  not 
mfirequentiy  induce  Prcmnture  Confiocmeot  when  tlier  fanre 
Mwly  adnuoed  to  their  full  pencxl,  and  when  the  chxld  is 
«tBbla.t  This  is  a  crime  which  the  medical  jurists  of  Kuropc 
appear  scarcely  to  hare  taken  into  account.  In  this  country, 
its  commiuion  is,  doubtless,  generally  attributnhie  to  a  desire 
on  tlie  part  of  the  criminals  to  anticipate  discover^'  even  fa^ 
a  week  or  two.  In  other  instancea,  the  cause  mar  be  atth* 
butcd  to  gross  ignorance  or  to  miacalculatiuo.  A  Mussulmana 


*  NlwBBt  Adswlat  B«port*,  t«1.  u.  f»n  X  »t  185!:,  p.  910  ;  •••  ■!*« 
BiKMlt«r  MM  is  wMek  it  wm  ylMdi d  lh»t  nwdkoM  wu  only  giTtm  fur  ib« 
pwyw  of  (Mtcriaf  iIm  «vnHB*B  muthi;  ooarsH.  tvI  ir.  of  IBM.  p.  C93. 

t  SMamwrkaUvcBSf^Hlwant  AdsolntltoporUi,  wl.iiUp.9fi>. 
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woman  was  scntcncc<l  to  perpetual  iinprisoiunentj  at  Barcilly, 
ill  185 1 ,  for  hnviiig  been  ncce*8orv  to  the  ilcath  of  her  illcgiti- 
tainc  cbild  ;  slic  stilted  that  she  had  been  dcdiverctl  [ircmature- 
ly,in  consequence  of  mcnnsemploTcd  to  procure  Abortiou, mid 
that  th«  child,  when  it  began  to  cry,  was  choked;  she  could 
not  My  by  whom.  The  witnesses  concurred  in  stating  that 
she  }i»d  tit-arly  reached  her  full  time.  A  uatire  doctor  raw 
the  body  about  10  dnra  after  death,  and  Rtjited,  pcrbapa 
somewhat  rashly,  that  he  supposed,  from  its  appearance, 
that  it  had  been  bom  alive.* 

lu  January  1851',  one  Muut.  Pctai  and  ber  paramour 
were  sentenced,  ut  Cuttack — the  lirst  to  death,  the  other  to 
seveu  years'  imprisonment,  on  tlieir  owu  coufcMion, — for 
baviug  murdered  the  fruit  of  their  illicit  intercourse,  a  male 
infant  born  at  the  seventh  month  (the  mother  bavin;;  taken 
Dicdicine  to  procure  Abortion),  by  squeezing  its  ncck.f 

The  Reports  for  1B5&  contain  a  remark alilc,  but  very 
perplexed  CRM!,  in  which  it,  however,  appCHrcd  icry  probable 
that  a  woman,  having  arrived  at  the  full  period  of  preg- 
nancy, went  to  a  midwife  to  have  labour  induced  by 
artificial  means;  that,  this  was  etfceted  "  Ay  presmre,"  and 
that  the  child  was  uffenvarda  thrown  into  a  well,  with  the 
sccundiiira  attjichcd.  The  Scssiitns  Jud^c  found  the  mother 
and  the  nuriC  guilty,  but  they  were  acquitted  by  the  higher 
courl.J 

The  tbnnnadar  of  Oobunna  (Rohtuck)  bavingbcard  A  re- 
port tb»t  MusHnmnt  Kecsar,  a  widow,  had  caused  Abortion, 
obtained  leave  from  tlie  Mnfipstratc  to  investigate  the  case; 
the  woman,  whcD  examined  by  midwives,  e:tbibited  evident 
ai];;nB  of  rcceut  parturition;  and,  at  last,  admitted  that  »bc 
bad  been  prcgnaut  by  ber  slater's  husband,  and  bad  bad  a 

*  Miiaiaut  Adawlw  Repnru.  IT.  W.  F-,  *ol.  L,  f.  13£. 

i   NiKomul  Adawliit  lt«p«rU,  toL  iv„  p.  I. 

]  Hid,  roL  it.,  p.  4». 
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miscnrriage.  Senrch  vns  ronile,  wltich  resulted  in  the  di^- 
covei7  of  n  ptaeenta,  buried  in  the  bouse — this  tlie  mid- 
wives  declsrcd  to  be  tlio  nppendsge  of  a  cliild  which  had 
goticttirovi^b  llic  full  period  ofutcro-gvstatiuui  vliercitpon  the 
prisoner  freely  coiifesiicd  thnt  tbo  cliild  iinil  lii.-«n  buru 
bHtc,  H»d  was  buried  by  bcr  to  conceal  her  ahamc;  tbo 
native  doctor  c)L»miacd  the  body  euperficiuU.r,  tbe  bciid 
was  split,  Bnd  the  eyes  and  ears  fillod  with  eiirtb.  lie  did 
not  open  the  body,  and  could  not  stfttc  positii-ely  whether 
the  cliild  naa  born  alive  or  not ;  but,  judging  from  it)  perfect 
fttrueturc,  be  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  born  aLiTe  at  the 
full  period.* 

Two  women  of  Sarun  were  cominitted  on  t  cbai^  of 
procuttug  Abortion,  and  it  would  seem,  from  tlio  admis»toiu 
made  by  one  of  them,  tlint  they  rcAlly  tried  aud  intended  to 
comtnit  this  crime.  It  was,  bowercr,  stated  "  mott  clearly  by 
tlio  ci%'it  8iir;;eon  thkt '  Abortion'  did  not  take  place ;  that  the 
child  wits  born  at  tbe  full  time,  perfectly  formed,  healthy  aud 
strong,  but  that  it  died  afterwards  cither  from  accident  or 
Tiolcuce  of  some  kind  applied  to  it.  It  appeared  that  the 
vutoan,  baring  become  aiceiiUe  to  the  absence  of  her  bus- 
baud,  and  being  annoyed  by  tlio  remarks,  &c.,  made  on 
the  subject,  coiiseuted  to  tulie  some  drugs,  and  alao  to 
allow  tho  woman  to  apply  pressure  to  her  abdomen,  in 
order  to  destroy  or  remore  tbe  frctus  in  her  womb.  A 
witness  deposed  to  having  seen  una  of  the  prisoncni  rubbing 
the  woman's  stomach,  and  she  confessed  thnt  she  had 
taken  drugs  to  procure  Abortion.  It  is  not  shown,  in  tbe 
printed  report,  upon  what  dcmoastratire  evidence  the  civil 
surgeon  proved  that  the  woman  bnd  not  "  Aborted",  (or  rather 
had  not  been  Prematurely  Delivered,)  by  mcchauical  uicaus  ; 
nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive  upon  what  grounds  such  a  positive 
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conviction  could  tinve  hccn  RrriTcd  itt.  Tliojudgps  of  both 
Courts  concurred  id  dccidinp;,  n|)pArcul]y  upon  the  medicnl 
eriituiicc,  thnt  the  crime  vas  not  com{)lctt.-d,  but  that  tlio 
attcniiit  iuvolvcd  crirniiiality.* 

According  to  the  Uw  In  this  country,  nny  jieraon  cnusing, 
being  accessory  to,  or  procnriug  any  other  person  to  cause 
Abortion,  in  nny  mnrricd  or  onmnrried  femnle,  incurs  tho 
penalty  of  »CTcn  ycnra'  imprisonment  with  hnrii  labour,  and 
two  years  in  lieu  of  stripes  ;  tahour  commutable  to  a  fine. 
KeffnUtion  LHI.  [VIII  V]  of  1803.  Section  H.  ;  Regulation 
It.  of  1834.  Section  II.  It  hxs  been  nik-d  in  a  circular 
order  Na  3U3,  that  "  in  regard  to  Ahortiun,  or  procuring 
it,  the  Court  docs  not  consider  these  ofTcucca  to  be  of  a 
Ueiaoas  description  ttnleM  death  enaue."-^ 

DELIVKRr. 

Scrcrol  Lroportant  qtiestions  bearing  upon  this  subject 
aris<;,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  Judicial  Courts  of  India. 
Much  unnecessary  surprise  has  been  eiprcssei)  at  ihe  rapi- 
dity vith  which  the  vronmn  of  India,  in  common  with 
those  of  most  other  impoverished  and  barbarous  races, 
appear  to  recover  from  their  cuufiiicmeuls  and  go  about 
their  ordinary  avocationa.  Thi»,  howcrer,  can  scarcely  bo 
rc^rartlcd  as  a  nationnl  usage.  According  to  Ward,  the 
woman  begins  to  attend  to  her  family  buMuess  about  21  diiys 
after  delivery — several  of  the  iulormcdiate  diiys  being  occu- 
pied in  stated  ceremonies.  This  appears  to  be  the  custom 
among  those  Hindus  who  arc  tolerably  ircU  off.  According 
to  Buboo  Modusodun  Gupto,  tho  Hindu  women  take  a 
atimnlalitig  powder  made  of  hot  spices  fur  sia  days  after 
delivery.      This  gentleman    atntes  that  all  women,  except 

*  SiMunut  Adnwlut  Reports,  Octubor  9llh  laM,  p.  Ivi. 
t  Sfc  Rcporl*  vt  Utc  SiHunnl  Atl*iilul,    H.  W.   F-,   fw   AaguU  I83i, 
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rctorn,  unci  lintl  travolkd  two  miles  when  slicwnsorertftkcn 
b^-  labour  pain»t  nnihras  dclircrcd  of  n  mnle  cliiM,  bont  at  tho 
full  period  of  gestiitioii.     Slie  left  the  cliild  in  thu  ilry  bed  of 
the  fttrenm,  mid  miulc  her  trav  bacW  to  the  house  nhc  was  visit* 
ing.  Slie  plea<1ed,  at  her  trial  for  exposure  of  the  iofant,  that 
hIic  was  ill  bad  licntth  at  tlic  time,  nnd  ih^t  bewilderment  nnd 
pain  so  affoctcd  her  sciities  as  to  make  ber  unaware  uf  what  she 
wns  doing.    The  Judge  held  that  the  fact  of  her  haviug  come 
from  her  home,  on  foot,  the  day  before,  and  being  able  to  pro- 
ceed 90  far  aa  t1io  nidlab  just  before  dclivcrr,  mid  to  retrace 
hut  steps,  unneaistcd,  just  after  tliat  event,  was  inconuatcut 
with  the  idea  of  a  weaklv  state  of  body,  or  with  the  existence  of 
n  tertian  fever,  which  she  alleged  sbo  had  long  suffered  from.* 
The  Midwives  of  this  country  nrc  oceasionally  called  upon 
to  testify  regarding  tho  cvidcnccfl  of  delivery,    and    give 
their  prufcssiunal    opinions    with    the    utmost    coufitleuce. 
A  widow  of  Handn  was  tried   in   1853,  upon  a  prcccJent 
which  is  to  be  found   tu   the  Decisions  of  the  Snddcr  Niza- 
mut  Adavvlut  for  December  18-(2,  page  1541,  in   which  the 
couceaLment  of  the   birth   of  a  new-bom  child  is  declared 
criminnl  and  punishable  bylaw,  Sixmidwivcs  deposed  to  the 
prisoner  having  been  found,  on  the   discovery  of  the  dead 
body  of  the  child,    "  with  her  brcnsts  in  such  n  state  of  lac- 
tation, as  indicated  that  she  had  been  lately  delivered  of  a 
child,  the  milk  ciLtiding  from  them  being  of  that  stage  and 
kind  which  is  unfit  fur  tlie  imniediHtc  nutrition  of  the  tnfnut.-t 
One  of  these  midwivcs  also  deposed  that   her  private  parts 
were  emitting  blood,     Their  general  statcmeDtfl  showed  that 
the  prisoner,  at  6r8t,  refused  to  have  her  pcraou  cxumiuod^ 
and  only  submitted  oncompnUion."} 

•  Mninat  AtUwlat  KcporU.  W.  W.  P.,  Jnly  IMh  1813.  p.  6«9. 

t  Suoacue  in  wtii(.-h  Mr.  M.  Adnmd»ci(lod>niwli<i>i-1«gKlr|iinUofi  b^finJ- 
inKCuJealnuaCorpttMiliiaiii  ike  milk  of  «  wooMa  4  or  5  kcHu  sRar  iloUvory. 
Hantlily  Jaurnal  at  Modieal  6drac«,  yihj  ISU,  p.  4*4. 

t  DbMOHrt  AiUwlut  Rqivrt.  IT.  W.  f  ■,  Dvcembar  XGlh  ISM,  p.  IU4. 
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Tliin  rjncstion  of  Com/m/mty  Rxam'tHalion  U beset  irith  Rome 
difiiiilty.  lo  cn^fit  itivulTiii"  Terv  grave  erimin»l  chxr^a, 
mid  eflpE^cinlly  in  those  of  infniiticifle,  cxnminatton  bccoinet 
R  mjitter  of  Icgul  necessity.  Women  in  tUis  country  arc 
generally  much  opiXMCtl  to  this  onluul,  nnd  occasionally  ^re 
tlic  medical  man  considcmhlc  trouhtc.  In  one  case,  the 
voniiin  was  so  troublesome,  that  I  wiis  obliged  to  send  for 
the  magistrate,  upon  vhose  nKsiimncc  that,  if  she  did  not 
permit  an  cxamiiintion,  her  complaint  would  be  dismissed, 
ehc  nt  length  submitted.  In  this  case,  certain  parties  had 
been  Bccuiscd  of  employing  brutal  violence.  The  symptoms 
appeared  to  be  very  scrtotis,  and  I  conaidered  it  to  be  n 
matter  of  abnolute  necessity  that  the  rea]  amount  of  injory 
inflicted  sbonid  be  Mccrtnincd  without  dcUy.  In  cnscs 
where  women  have  accused  pcraons  of  having  beaten  them, 
&c.,  vlierehy  Abortion  irus  occasioned,  I  bnvc,  after  failing  to 
pcrxuFido  the  women  to  submit  to  exnminationreported  their 
obstinacy  to  the  magistrate,  who  has  dismissed  the  charge. 

In  some  ciucs  of  alleged  Abortion,  or  Dclitrcry,  the 
prncticc  common  among  native  women  of  suckling  their 
children  for  several  years  may  lend  to  Bomc  uacertniiity.* 


*  Ward  asy*.  tti«t  a  IDndii  wntnftn  sncklca  hor  rtilld.  \t  >he  hare  oin\j  ono, 
tin  it  i«  firo  cr  fix  year*  old  ;  niul  that  it  !■  ni>t  onoommoiL  to  k*  auph  cltil- 
dfwn  ituidiDK  anil  dNtvltig  [he  mother's  breait.  hlr  Wnrine  nMrnilveii  thu 
noiUne  is  nwn)  calmlatml  iv  cxcJM  *uri<ru«  ia  ch<r  luiniiof  n  luwUivkl  ntan, 
■lowtj'  orrivoil  In  BvnnAli,  ihan  to  witness  the  Imglhoned  pcrind  tn  vbivh 
liMTtallun  ii  cflfri«(l,  with  nppnreiit  impunity,  at  Inut  tu  fur  nit  lli«  infaat  la 
rotirnrneiL  Noccrtain  itfriixl  ia  Rxoti,  th#  gi>ii»nil  rttln  Win)*  lo  surkle  oa* 
i^hilil  until  ihi!  mnthir  i.i  «*i>4ral  luoutlis  ailrancMl  in  prcpianc)'  will:  tier  nntla 
but  oven  tbii  rula  i*  nut  atricLly  iulhcir«il  (n.  lid  hit*,  in  mora  than  ods  ta- 
tladi'o,  wi'ii  iwo  cliililtwn,  (ids  a  kLutiI^  juuii^  urirliin,  of  Arr  or  sik  yvora  viA^ 
Biid  ttu>  oiJii-r  an  LnfiLnt  of  at  many  motiilu,  ('n}[*j*nl  in  drawing  nitAvKtM* 
fVont  Ihe  mnlhpr  at  Hip  uma  lioiak  Tbrea  jvnrn  i*  Uj  »a  ntcftiw  aa  nncoflk- 
Nivn  timr  at  vhiih  l<>  Mvun  a  vliil'l,  but  ;i)9.<iiiirp«  biiv«  omoc  undw  hia  notlM, 
of  Mliii'li  D'-tu  wLTu  miulir  at  UiH  tioiB.  ill  Mbicli  lacUIUin  ma  pruloRgwl  Iw 
fvur  fMra  antl  lix  ui4aUu,  Vo  lito  yvikN,  and  \a  aix  >*car>  rciS|>««iif«lyi  tk« 
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Freguaiicy  frcqiicntly  occurs  during  Inctatiou  among  womcu 
of  all  racua  anil  classes  ia  India.  A  untivc  wunmu  com* 
plaiucd  that  alic  liuJ  bccu  beaten  by  a  ccrtaiu  person,  au<t 
Imil  nbortcil  in  CQimcqucuec;  licr  stntoiuont  could  not  be 
ri-j^nrileil  ns  leas  probable  on  account  of  tliu  fact  that  site 
Mtna  sucktiDg  a  strong  cliild  bctwcou  three  or  four  vears  old. 
Site,  however,  refuted  to  submit  to  cxamiuation,  aud  colLa- 
tcrul  circutustiiaces  reudered  it  probable  thut  the  charge 
was  false. 

1  do  »ot  fiud  tiiat  any  accurate  staliiitics  bnvo  been  col- 
lected wbicli  would  show  the  average  Duratiou  of  the  Lochial 
Discharge — n  pulut  of  coutiidcrublo  iiuportaucc  iu  qucjiUoDs 
of  Delivery.  Taylor  Bars  merely  that  it  *' continues  fi-oui  a 
week  to  a  fortuigbt  or  cren  louger"^Dr.  Duncan  Slewart 
hns  iufurmcd  me  tliat,  iu  tliia  couutry,  it  is  not  to  be  looked 
for  after  a  fortnight  or  three  urecks — niy  own  far  more  limited 
DXpcricucc  trould  shoir  that  it  is  often  present  at  a  month  or 
five  weeks  after  delivery,  rrofesior  WiUon,  Dr.  Stewart's 
successor,  has  reinarkcd,  that  the  loeliin,  or  rather  a  «au- 
guiucoua  discharge,  frequently  recur  at  about  a  montb  after 
(IcliTery.  Dr.  WiUon  has  observed  the  period  of  duratioa 
of  the  locbini  discharge  to  be  exceedingly  various  among 
women ;  of  all  classes  in  this  country.  It  is  said  occasionally 
to  Inst  from  three  weeks  to  a  mouth  in  Kuropc,  bnt  he 
thinks  this  is  less  frequently  the  e-ue  in  native  nomcn  ;  and 
that,  in  natives,  the  discharge  continues  bloody  for  a  shorter 
periud  than  irith  Europeans.  Ucrc  ver^  ffequttnliy  uutong 
Europeans  and  Eumsiaiis,  lea*  frequently  among  uativcsi, 
it  has  occurred  to  liirn  to  observe  a  rctuxn  of  tlte  red  lochial 


liut  meotiuncO  Tariud  tha  mnitiacnant  of  Rinkiag  liy  an  occuiiiiul  whiff  of* 
cignr  I  Tbit  praioDfcod  IucMUod  dvc*  not  a|i]w«r  ft  aflliri  tbv  cbiM  ia  nmy 
way,  a  Anor  wtof  <!liililr«ii  coiuiut  bvRwn,  bui  il  Uilln  « undprfiiily  upoa  ih^ 
CoaatttutiiM  mhI  oulwurd  Bpp««ninc<i  of  iho  tnvtfarr.— jVinficvt/iVotoiM  lAe 
JBiinnne— Indian  Aiuula  of  BImUcuI  Scicner,  No.  t.  October  13U,  )>.  UT, 
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dischnrge  nlioiit  a  month  af^er  oonftnemcat.  Somctimea 
tbe  dischnr^  bad  cotitinucd  more  or  less  to  tliJs  time,  a.nd 
then  became  bloody;  id  otber  eases,  it  bad  disnppeared.  So 
frcqucutly  bus  be  obserred  this,  that  he  is  uovcr  surprised 
hy  it,  and  vomcn  thcmselTes  have  somctituci  qiokeu  of  the 
circumstance  as  the  first  return  of  the  mcnstruul  dtuchargc 
after  couHuemeut,  stAtiugth^t  it  returned  otice  after  dcliTery, 
and  then  disappeared  duriug  loctntion.  Uc  thinks  it  quite 
])os!iible  that  this  return  ol  tlie  red  lochia  at  this  period 
may  depend  on  the  greater  amount  of  exercise  which  Ib 
then  taken  ,aud  may  not  result  from  a  menstnml  moliucn. 
*  A  few  huudrtrd  accurate  observations  upoa  this  qacation 
would  be  of  couuderahle  value. 

■ 

The-  following  case,  involving  the  rjueatiot  of  Delivery,  illus- 
trntcs  the  extraordinary  cmft  and  ;iud.tcity  with  wliich  the  iia- 
tivcsoflndiaoftcu  plan  nnd  effect  their  crimiual  designs.  One 
Mtusamat  Janoo,  a  midwife  of  Ilissar,  beiug  employed  to  at- 
tend a  woman  in  her  confinement,  persuaded  the  uofortuualc 
creature  tlint  the  child  of  which  she  had  bccu  delivered,  was 
A  moniitcr  with  two  heads,  not  fit  to  be  looked  at;  she  after- 
wards  said  that  it  was  dead,  and  that  she  would  take  it  away 
and  bury  it.  She  attcordiiigly  went  nway.  Ncib  morjting, 
the  mill  wife's  ecrvicca  being  required,  she  wna  scut  for.  Slie 
excused  herself  from  g'oing,  under  pretence  that  she  had 
herself  just  been  delivered  of  a  child.  This  improbable 
story  cseilcd  suspicion,  and  the  police  were  called  in  ;  »ho 
declared  that  the  child  was  her  own.  This  ahc  also  main- 
tniaed  at  tbe  trial.  It  however  appeared,  from  the  evtdcQoe 
of  midwivcs  who  examined  her  shortly  ader  the  discovery 
of  the  cliild  lu  her  home,  aud  ahto  by  the  depoaitiou 
of  the  Civil  Snrgeon,  that  she  exhibited  no  Mgus  of  recent 
conlincmcnt.  Several  of  the  neighbours  who  were  constantly 
in  the  habit  ofseciu^  her,  deposed  that  ahc  bad  uot  cxiiihitcil 
any  outward  iiigns  of  pregnancy.    She  did  not   attempt  ta 
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prove  hoTT  stic  hnil  disposcil  of  the  body  of  tbe  child,  wLich 
•he  alleged  died  immediately  afler  its  birth.  She  waa  sca- 
tcDced  to  imprisonment  for  aevcu  years  * 

Tlic  question  of  Medical  Beapoimhilihj  in  the  Indactvm  qf 
Premaivre  Lobtmr  will  be  found  nbly  discaMed,  in  all  ita 
bearings^  ia  Dr.  Taylor's  work.t  It  now  appears  to  be  ge- 
nerally held  by  medical  authority,  that  the  induction  of 
Abortion,  at  an  cnrly  stage  of  prcf^uancy,  is  juaCtfinbIc,  where 
it  ia  decided,  upon  nufficicut  grounds  and  competent  anlhority, 
that  delivery  ia  not  likely  to  take  place  naturally,  or  without 
seriously  cndfli]j;cring  the  life  of  the  woraau.  The  follow- 
ing case,  however,  deserves  notice,  as  tending  to  show  that 
n.n  adherence  to  the  opposite  opinion  m^y  be  held  justifiable, 
even  in  cases  of  the  ntmost  extremity.  A  miserably  de- 
formed girl  of  1'  underwent  the  Cajsareau  operation  by  W. 
Lcbtcu,  at  the  Dunkirk  Hospital.  She  and  her  child  both 
(urvived.  Ten  years  snbseiiiueutly,  she  informed  M.  Lcblcn 
that  aho  was  three  looutha  enceinit,  and  earnestly  desired 
that  Abortion  should  he  effected — a  proceeding  which  she 
had  been  given  to  uuderstaad  waa  commoa  in  Paria,  whither 
she  thrcntcncd  to  go,  in  the  event  of  Dr.  Lcblco's  refusal, 
lie  replied  that  he  was  quite  aware  of  the  nature  of  all 
such  proceeding!!,  but  that  neither  he  nor  any  one  in  the 
world  had  the  right  to  take  the  life  of  a  foetus  m  utcro, 
which  waa  as  much  deserving  care  as  herself,  and  that  tilic 
must  submit  to  a  second  Cieanrean  section.  She  reluctant- 
ly conacatcd,  submitted  to  the  operation,  and  died  from 
hsemon^iage  the  following  day.}  There  is  a  case  on  record, 
in  which  tlic  Cicsarcou  section  was  successfully  performed 
twice,^    In  a  second  case  a  woman  twice  suffered  rupture  of 


•  Hiuunnt  AJawIut  BvporU,  XT- W.  P.,  3Gth  April  I6U,  p.  OM. 

t  i^e«  ^^^ 

X  tiu.  dM.  H^— snd  Kftakinf;'*  Alalntet,  vcL  31,  p.  196. 
$  I>r.  MerUur'i  ctw— Ah(,  p.  195. 
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the  utems,  anti  was  iwicc  rcUcrcil  by  the  CwsaTcan  section,'*' 
In  a  tUird  case,  a  woman  uaderwent  thU  operation  thrice 
witli  success-t  And  in  still  anotlicr  instance  Dr.  MichaeUs^ 
of  Kiel,  lioS  reported  r  case  in  wliicli  lie  performeil  the  opera- 
tion for  a  fourth  time  succcsifully  iipon  the  same  womnu.} 
Ou  the  other  hand.  Dr.  Qoodman,  (cited  by  Taylor,)  bos 
coUoctctl  au  accouut  of  38  of  these  operations  pcrfurmcil  to 
England  since  1733.  Out  of  this  number,  <ni\y  S  mothers 
recovered.  In  18  case)  the  childien  were  estractod  Uving. 
It  would  appear,  however,  that,  in  a  couiiderahle  proportion 
of  these  casc$,  tlie  woTDen  were  dvin];  u-hcn  the  operation 
was  performed — the  volume  of  llanking's  Rctro*pcct  already 
cited,  coutains  the  details  of  15  of  these  operations  perform- 
ed upon  11  fcmules,  (i.  e,  4  of  the  vomea  underireut  the 
operation  twice)  the  results  were  7  recoveries  and  8  deaths, 
none  of  thcive  eleven  women  could  he  regarded  as  being  in 
B  dying  state  when  the  operation  was  performed. 

The  question  may  be  open  to  dispute ;  but,  should  it  CTcr 
occur  to  myself  to  decide  between  the  steps  of  iuduciuf;  the 
expulsion  of  the  fcetua  at  the  tUird  month,  or  of  waiting  to 
perform  the  Ca:sarcan  section  at  the  full  period,  I  should, 
unhesitatingly,  adopt  the  former  course. 


t  Crit.  and  Foreign  Ucd.  Rot.  Juljr,  1$3S,  p.  i'9,  «it«d  b^  Tafler. 
J  VUJCt  XrUlitilu'iyni.  Hcd.  >i!-*iii.  I83»,  *nd  InlikJimnwl  uf  Med. 
BSd  rhj-RCftl  Kcwm'n,  Tol.  til,  for  IdSS,  |>.  44S,— wbont  il  U  tngi^ctnl  IhU. 
in  i'ii9M  cf  iKipvIe**  Jpfunnily  of  |kv  p4-l*t>,  die  fallopan  tnbcs  iJkhiU  ba 
dividu]  iluring  the  CiP!iarL«D  oponiion.— Km,  liowevor,  an  «llog«tlwr  wfc 
prwMdlug,  «r  oiw  which  noM  seniuoly  pmtsu  die  oeciurwiee  of  inlwl 
fKfpaney. 
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The  Murder  of  Pemale  Children, — whether  by  tlio  direct 
employment  of  tiomicidnl  mcaus,  or  by  the  more  iahumnu 
aud  uot  less  certnia  mcasurect  of  exposure,  privatioa  and 
neglect, — has,  for  age«,  beeti  tlic  cliirf  anil  most  characteristic 
crime  of  six-iteveuths  of  the  iuliabitants  of  Briiish  India. 
Thruughout  that  portion  of  the  country  ustiully  kuovn  as 
Ccuttal  India,  ami  espcciitHy  iit   Rnjputnn,  in  Cutcb  Bbooj, 
ia  the  pi-oviucc  of  Agra  and  in  Kbondi&tan,  the  dcstructioa 
of  Female    Children   has  prevailed  in   all  historic   times. 
Bengal  Proper,  or  the  Uclta  of  the  Giingca,  appears  uov  to  be 
ooniparativcly  free  from  this  scourge,   but  the   Bengalees 
were  only  prevented  by  a  striugcut  law  from  thinning  tbeir 
surplus  populatluu  by  throwing  their  cliildreii  to  the  Alligators 
at  the  mouths  of  the  Ganges,*  nnd  polyandry  still   obtains 
among  the  Xnsias,  or  lIiU  people  near  Sylhot  ; — wbcrcvor 
this  custom    prevails,   as  among  the  Khouds   and  in  the 
Keilgherry  Uilh,  it  points  demonstratively  to  the  prnctlcc 
of  Fvmiile  Infanticide.     Beyond  all  this,  the  wilful  neglect 
of  Feniale  Children  operates  dciitructiTcly   iu  every   town 
and   village  throughout  the  Icu<;lh  and    breadth  of  India. 
By  the  Hindu,  the  adrent  of  a  Female  Child  is  supcrsti- 
tiously  regarded    ua  a  curse,  and  is  practically  viewed  as  a 
tax  aud  a  misfortune.     The  daughter,  so  welcome  in  the 
Zuglisb   peasant's    liomcatcad,    so   fondly   greeted  as   the 
crowning  honor    and  presiding  grace  of    every  European 
family  of  gentle  blood — is  viewed,  alike  by  the  Ifindustani 
Kayut  and  the  Rnjput  Tlmkoor,  an  n  certain  presage  cither 
of  poverty  or  of  «hnmc   hereafter.    The  daughter  of  the 
Hindu  must  always  be    dcpcudoot  upon  others  for  her 
aupportjt  slie  must  he  suitably  married,  and  a  crime  will 

"  8m  Beaufort,  p.  &SS.puii.  3890. 
t  "  111  iufftucj,  her  hOivr  titoiM  guanl  Iter ;  in  joulli,  her  bu.ihand  kHouM 
ruard  tier ;  utit  iu  olil  ^gf,  licr  i:M<ln:D  stiuuld  kiuuxI  her  i  tut,  at  no  tiuui,  is 
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be  involved  in  the  postpoDomcnt  of  her  nupti&U  beyond  tlic 
ago  of  cliiliUiood.*  At  her  hushand'a  death,  she  must  trust 
w)iolly  to  the  support  of  others  ;  aud  her  conduct  moat  be 
uiitchcd  with  uiiccasiug  vigilance,  lest  shnmc,  with  all  it« 
direst  nccompaiiimenti*,  feud,  revenge  and  murderj  should  be 
entailed  upon  Iter  house,  t 


iiwotnan  lit  lo  be  trunud  with  Titierty."— iftto/MdcMi.  TUt  •(  an  sliBiHt  Ut«- 
rnlttuvtaUon  fium  Munu,  who  «di1«— "Bj  uglrl,  orb;*J«unsirMMUi,ar  bjr 
u  wuaiun  aili3iii.'t.-(l  in  yviars,  iiotliing  roust  b»  (laoa,  evou  in  hctowndwvUiDg- 
pltU-'c,  iiwoniiiig  to  tier  nitTC  pWmre." — C.  »-,  8.  H7, 

*  "Hv  who  uki>B  to  wire  n  <liLiii«nl  of  full  ngf,  tlinll  not  gJT«  a  noptul  prs- 
>rnl  to  Iwr  f«tli(T  [  .lini'R  thn  ftiihi^r  luit  hi*  i1iiRiinii)n  over  hrr  by  drtaiolas 
hot  at  m  tlmo  vrh«D  the  iniglit  hnvii  b>»}i  b  i^arcnt.— Jfenu,  CAii;i.  iz.  S.  93. 

t  A  niulUlwiu  ur  iiMiofitl  iuBluiiucx  miKbt  bv  i-iUil  in  illustnuioa  of  ilia 
■ti^aillj'  I'Dvtainly  wilb  nhicK  the  ]io»pU'  of  Uii*  cuuntry  puiiinli  oKtDMa  ■g»inrt 
LliH  I'liaillt)'  of  ilieir  wuaieu,  %Vurd  meatioiiu  thiit  ik  Kajput  of  hoodbimou, 
having  bcvti  inducud  by  the  teart  ofhU  wife  to  spare  Uift  Uh  of  m  duigbtcr 
bifrntohini,  lb«ilaught»rgreHr  up  and  had  orriied  at  tlia^vof  tbirtMtn.bnt 
hud  nut  liven  dciuuidod  in  nuUTJiigD  by  anj  uuc.  Uo  bcgnn  IvappnbuDd  tli« 
dungi-r  oflior  bringing  iii8gnuM)U[ioD  tli«  romil}',  kiid  n-iDlted  to  prcnmt  U  bj 
putiiit^tltL'girlloiIvutb.  Sburtlf  uAcr  fgnningtliiaainjcion!!  rcsoWv.be  eillutr 
OT^r-huartl.  or  prulvndvd  to  havn  ti«<ir. hoard,  ruidd  of  hia  ui^boan  (pe>4iinE 
of  liU  duughtcr  in  a  waj  that  Icndi-d  to  Incrnsa  bis  fcan,  whan,  becouniag 
outrageous,  bu  ni&bt-ii  upon  lhi.>  piwr  girl  and  cut  bar  hoadoK  A  fen  ««at» 
Bidi^,  a  Hindu  of  Mjiipuoriu  ncduccd  tbc  daughur  of  a  Bnbmtn  nha  bad  a 
[jTi'tious  foud  ivJUi  hi*  fuinlly,  Tlio  injuiwl  fiihcr,  fiadia};  tbal  Lu  dauglitcr 
yiat  pregnant,  brouj;lit  hi^r  out  of  ihc  bouse  at  ulgkl,  <iba&  all  were  uteep.  aiKl 
killud  bcr  bjr  two  fwurd  cat*  i — thon  Tuohinj;  with  ft  rtlatioB  of  bblato  tbo 
aoduccr'i  house,  tlivy  bilU'd  him  and  hi*  fnlhrr,  and  backed  Ibrta  otbera  \ery 
•ovcmly.  Thvy  Kuto  nrruitcd  nvar  tbu  ppvt  with  the  bloody  bwot^  iu  thwlr 
hanila.  Thcjr  cxclaicaad  tbul  tlit-y  bud  l.illt>U  tlioir  Ptipmius,  and  made  bo 
attempt  to  «K«pe  or  h»  rcsiil— Nixamui  Adawlut  B«port<h  N.  W-P>.  July 
tst  IM2,  p.  fil3.  Ooa  BsdeK.  of  Futlocpon.  baving  laanwd  (bat  lOi  niam, 
a  bralimiavi-  i;irl,  aj-cd  about  19  or  30  juan.  had  istrlgiicd  with  a  Sonar,  at 
ouL'u  inixi'd  Ihu  uomiLn  by  ibo  Lair,  dragged  bar  to  iba  botiao  of  th* 
affduoer's  nude,  and  ibcro  nith  a  bill,  or  yartiaa,  killed  b«r  with  two  blows 
on  the  neck:  and  ninunod  ncnr  tlio  body  of  bis  violim  till  appretwDdcd  bf 
tlia  Voliec—Uid,  DMombcT  Mnd  isari,  p.  1MB,  Nolilier  an  neb  Uuiaocca 
of  retribution  by  any  meruiM  mrc  in  Bftngal,  It  lal«ly  appeared,  in  a  trial 
*l  ImuI  Uurdwuti,  thai  ■  SL-r*iiiit  in  ib«  cuiploy  of  udc  rurcAb  MullK-k. 
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The  results  of  this  coaditiou  of  tltings  may  he  set  forth 
in  a  single  para^n)ih.  It  is  clearly  estnljlistied  that,  in 
evcrjr  couotiy  in  Europe,  there  i«  nn  excess  of  fomnlea.  The 
census  of  1851  showed  that,  throughout  Orcat  Britnia  and 
Irehmd,  the  number  of  males  thcu  omouutcd  tu  oa\y  48.2 
of  the  iahahitants.  The  recent  census  of  the  North-West 
Provinces  of  India,  gave  53'-l  as  the  percentage  of  males  id 
ft  population  of  30,271,885,  while  the  ofilcial  ccnsua  of 
Mysore,  for  1852,  showed  that,  in  a  population  of  3,410,382, 
tlic  number  of  adult  males  cxeecded  tlrnt  of  females  by 
nearly  teu  per  cent.,  >vUUe  the  excess  of  male  infants  vaa 
sistccn  pur  cent  ! 

Allusion  lias  been  already  made  to  tbo  employment  of 
opium  ia  the  systematic  practice  of  Female  Infanticide  in 
India.  Among  the  Ilajputs,  it  appears  to  be  customary  to 
destroy  the  iufant  immediately  upon  its  birth.     Sir  John 


hkiiiig  vuiitnvcted  na  la^macy  wilh  hi*  maMnr's  tiiUr,  who  was  a  widow. 
wtA  diiichiu'g«(t  for  hia  )»r«europtioa  in  tuf'ir'iag  Iq  Ui*  fuvor  of  oav  ao 
infiDiiulj  hb  superior.  She  followed  him  to  hia  house,  and  a  ni/ut  msrriagn 
wm  thir  rr«ult,  to  tbo  tunDitistUtl  and  uwlisguiwil  diagiut  i>f  iJie  womiui'a 
fwoilj.  About  iwi-nly  dnjn  after  liio  cooBiuninBllon  of  tfao  uiMTiiign,  iho 
LrcUicr,  with  *«v*ra]  of  hia  pvoplv,  bant,  at  aidnighc  into  the  hauw  uf  ihtt 
uufuriuoato  couplu.  Th»  lirothor  dMirad  otio  of  his  party  to  kill  tbo  mnai), 
wLto  wu  iiniuitliatcly  HciMd  aud  liMrally  liuwo  to  pivccs  with  no  axa.^ 
Hlaaimil  Adaulut  lloporU,  Novoiubcr  17lU  ISM,  p.  60*.  A  hii«  of 
cxami>ksa1r«tL(lj  ciidlin  Ihcto  pagM,  uiiuC  b«  takua  aa  proof  that  thrre  t« 
liiii  litilo  rwloiitliit:  in  th«  calm,  viiiiliirtlie,  unsparlDg  nature  uf  ihn  nven-tvnw 
(wrad,  •Mn-inniiiH'rod  Dvnfpilcv.  lusUaco  uf  ilapllK«lil«  unvtmrjiiic  lutred 
nii|,'lii  Ihi  ciuil,  tnmi  Uiu  [ii>i[ni  of  the  cTJininal  roporis  of  Bongn],  whk-h 
w\>ald  H'nrcotj  bo  pBrBlkldd  Iry  aay  rtcanU  of  Italian  Tviigcani,-^— Uuu  will 
tutllce  bon.  In  1846,  ■  Uuogblj  man  coafouod  that  he  bad  murdi'nx)  « 
pcrtun  irlth  wliom  bo  wu  at  biltor  «imlty.  Be  difpUjcd  in  hia  tUiiv^vnt 
till-  ulioiMi  haU«d  agaliut  biio,  declared  that  Iho  dacoawd  bad  t«rtK<(l  him  vnt 
vf  III*  >i[uatiuu,  and  then  attippod  him  of  all  hia  prujHirty  ;  and  dcooritwd 
Lew,  day  ujier  day,  for  four  aiMlA^  be  bad  tn(«d  hia  ti^m  uatil  he  aclr  wiUi 
iho  opporwntly  of  makiiiK  nwoy  tilth  Uni  1— PoUoe  Ecport,  L.  P.,  IU«. 
]>.:s. 
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Shore  found  that  tho  mothem  of  the  Rojkumar  infants  simply 
alarvcd  them  to    dcatli.     Mr.  Duncan  staces  that:  "  Tbey 
killed  tljcir  iafunt  dauglitcrs,  or  nllotred  tlicm  to  die,  by 
denying  tbcm  all  austeuauce  from  tbcir  birth."*  Mr.  Shake- 
Bpear  at»tc9  tbiit :    "  The  infant  is  often  strangled.     Among 
the  llajputs  in  the  Allahabad  tcrntoir,   the  juice  of  the 
Mudar  plant,  (asclepiax  giganteaj  is  usually  admiuistered.  In 
the  Gwaliur  (liHtrit^ls,  tho  uew<boni  infant  ts  ordinarily  put  to 
dcolh  by  adniiniiitci-iug   poison  in  the  shape  of  &  tobacco 
leaf,  or  that  of  the  dhatoora  plants  bnt  this  object  is  said  some- 
times to  be  eifected  by  violence."     In  the  other  Itaj  put  states, 
opium  is  generally  cmploycd.f     The  latest  report  on  Infanti- 
cide in  the  Agra  di-stnct,  contains  several  allasiona  to  the 
practice  of  poisoning  iuftints  with  tobacco  powder.     lu  the 
recently  published  "  Punjab  Papers  on  the  Crime  of  Tnfanti- 
«dc,"  Mr.  Montgomery  mentions,  in  addition  to  the  atroci- 
ties cited  at  p.  38i  of  this  Report,  that,  during  Hindu  as- 
cendancy, when  Infanticide  was  considered  no  crime,  the  child 
was  destroyed  immcdintely  afterbirth,  by  filling  its  mouth 
with  cow-dung',  or  by  immemiug  the  head  in  cow's  milk,  or 
by  drawing  the  secuudines  and  umbilical  cord  over  the  face. 
In  the    UoojcrnC    district,  tho  practice,  according   to  tliis 
authority,  is  to  bury  the  infant  alive.     Tbe  body  is  placed  in 
an  earthen  pot,  the  top  of  which  is  covered  willi  a  thick  paste 
of  dough.     In  the  Khangar  district,  the  juice  of  the  Mudar 
is  admiuistcrcd  ;  or  death  is  brought  about  by  cftusing  iujmy 
to  the  tiarcl.     According  to  Captain  Macphcrson,  tho  femtUc 
infants  of  the  Kbouils,  arc  destroyed  by  exposure  ia  the 
jungle  ravines  immediately  after  their  birth. 

VCq  have,  at  present,  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  rates  of 
natural  mortality  which  prevail  among  Native  initmts  in  ths 


*  See  Iho  6«rlier  l&w«  for  lli«  control  af  lliU  stroclty,  Bwufort,  p.  (36,  ptn. 
SS93. 

t  CoIcutU  Rviicw,  tul  L,  p.  38S. 
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various  iliatricU  of  India.     It  i»,  however,  nearly  certain  titnt 
but  A  very  small  proiiortioD  of  thoflC  born  arrive  at  maturity,* 

It  appears  that,  except  in  those  districts  wlicrc  Uorcrn- 
ineiit  employ  agents  for  the  cxpreu  purpose  of  suppressing 
Infajiticidc,  cases  of  Syatematic  child-murder  rarely  come 
under  investigntion  in  Indian  Courts,  and  the  few  whicli 
arc  tried  arc  principally  thoRe  in  which  the  crime  is  per- 
petrated iriUi  a  view  to  the  concealment  of  illegitimate  births. 

I  fiud  only  10  triuls  for  Infaaticide  among  the  printed 
Reports  nf  the  higher  Courts  doing  a  period  of  four  ycnr9.4 

Death  caused  by  Expomre. — In  1822,  a  SfusHulmnun 
woman  was  tried,  at  llaj»hahye,  for  abandoning  her  fuU- 
growu  male  child  in  the  jungle,  with  its  navoKstring  uncut. 
It  vas  found  altre,  but  it  expired  in  a  few  hours.  She  noa 
scutcncvd  to  imprisoumcut  fur  life. 

In  May  1854,  »  case  occurred  at  Cuttnck,  which  appears  to 
illa»trate  lu  a  singular  manner,  the  superstitious  ideas  of  tlio 
Ooriahs.  The  prisoner's  wife  havuig  givcu  birth  to  three 
female  children,  the  Gr; t  two  live,  the  third  dead,  he  stclcctcd 
the  weaker  of  the  two  living  children,  and  deposited  it  naked 
in  a  jungle,  among  thorns,  placing  it  in  such  a  manuer  that 
the  birds  of  prey  might  readily  dispose  of  it.  Uis  alleged 
motive  was  the  belief  tlmt  the  birth  of  three  childrcu  at  once 
was  of  evil  omen  to  tlie  Zumeendar,  the  Goverumcnt,  and 
the  country,  and  the  fear  of  expulsion  from  his  village,  should 


*  8l«nrt  ni«iit3oiu  iImI  it  it  raUtod  of  Raja  Uin  Stag,  *bi>  ikd  b  the 
Dokkonin  IfilS,  Ihatbis  S«ngHo  oooskMd  «f  fiflMO  buntlrud  nonu-o,  bj 
etch  i:<f  whom  he  had  tiro  or  lbi«o  diildnni,  sll  of  wliain  died  brfiNv  lli«ir 
falbiv,  exMf  t  hii  tvixtator,  Hajft  Bhut  Sing.  Adrnitling  the  probftbilitj  thtt 
Uw  Itajft  MctaaHly  ImI  onohunilrad  chllilreii.  ««  nsjr  juiign  wbat  rate  ormor* 
lolitj  uBiit  prwkil  in  ibc  husboo  hula  lutd  nod  buvob  of  Indis,  tih«a  dtoth 
ia  Ml  rife  ia  tbo  pallet!  nnrerrica, 

t  Tbou  oC  Ibu  CaloutU  Court  from  the  conmoiiomMiBt  of  I8SI.  np  lo 
April  IBM,  uid  tlicM  conulned  In  Uui  Beporto  of  iho  Nininut  Adswiut  of 
tlioK.  W.  PrfM-incn. 
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tlie  portentous  occiin-encc  become  known :  the  infant  waa 
found  lOire,  but  died  soon  aftanrnrds.  On  consideration  of 
ihc  peculiar  circumstances  of  tbc  case,  he  was  sentenced  to 
14  years'  imprisanmcnt,  with  labour  in  irons.* 

As  an  illustration  of  this  class  of  cases,  may  be  mentioned 
that  of  a  woman  tried  at  Cutback,  in  1851,  for  exposing 
her  illegitimate  infant  in  a  dry  water-course.  Her  defence 
was  tliat  Blie  pincod  the  child,  at  midnight,  shortly  after  it» 
birth,  at  its  father's  door,  and  that  sonae  one  there  must 
have  removed  the  child  to  the  nullah.  The  Sessions  Judge 
decided  that,  with  reference  to  the  circumstancca  of  the  case, 
and  the  custom  which  so  commonly  preraiU  in  this  country, 
among  females  situated  like  tbc  prisoner,  rir.^that  of  plac- 
ing their  illegitimate  offspring  at  the  doors  of  their  reputed 
fathers,  in  order  to  make  them  support  themEclves  and  their 
children,  he  did  not  consider  tlie  prisoner's  statement  im- 
probahle.  The  child  survived;  Sentence,  six  months'  im- 
prisonment, t 

The  custom  of  leaving  illegitimate  children  at  their  fathers' 
doors  also  prevails  in  the  N.  W.  Provinces. 

Throat  Cut. — A.  case  which  bears  upon  that  cited  abote 
was  tried  at  Sarun,  in  January  last.  A  woman,  having  borne 
a  female  child  wliicU  her  paramour  refused  to  maintain,  left 
it,  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  on  the  bed  upon  which  he 
waa  sleepily.  On  the  following  day,  it  was  found  in  some 
griuB  jungle,  with  its  throat  cut.  It  eventually  died.  He 
was  sentenced  to  seven  years'  imprisonment.^ 

In  ItHS,  Pr.  Irvine,  of  Patna,  examined  the  body  of  an 
infant,  (the  state  of  whose  thorax  proved  that  it  had  lived,) 
whose  head  had  been  severed  from  its  body. 

Drotvmag. — In  ISjI,  one  Musst.  Toolsce  was  sentenced  to 
perpetual  imprisonment,  at  Cuttack,  for  having  placed  bcr 


•  NUudut  Ailftnlvt  Ibqiorb.  vol.  ir..  p.  31 1. 

t  Vol.  i.  of  i»ii,  p.  1 139.  I  Vol.  it.,  ^  aa. 
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illegitimRtc  male  infnnt  in  ita  curthen  vessel  nnd  stinlc  it  in 
a  river.  "  She  bmiI  that  the  clillti  was  bora  nlirc  and  cried  ; 
Bud  that,  nbout  nu  hour  ntid  a  half  afterwards,  when  it  had 
ccaiicd  to  cry,  and  she  did  not  know  ntictlivr  it  was  ulivc  or 
dead,  slie  carried  i!  away  and  threw  it  into  the  river."  ** 

Injury  to  the  Head. — Miuaamat  Buiidauuecwli,  n  widow, 
having  brought  fortli  a  female  infant  tlie  result  of  illicit 
intercourse  with  her  late  Imshnnd's  brother,  threw  the  child, 
jiiat  after  its  birth,  intiiu  dry  well,  wliicb  was  stated  to  be 
fifteen  cnbits  in  depth.  Strange  to  9a^,  the  child  was  uot 
immediately  destrujcd  by  the  fall,  and  its  erica  attracted 
the  nttoutiou  uf  the  neighbours,  who  took  it  out.  It  survived 
a  day  and  a  night.  The  Civil  Surgeon  found  do  cxterual 
traces  of  injury,  hut  considered,  from  the  cfTusion  of  hlooJ 
from  the  nose,  that  some  coucussion  of  the  briiia  was  pro- 
bably produced  by  the  f;ill-t  In  1851,  a  Mussulmaun  and 
his  paramour  (the  widow  of  his  brother)  wore  scuteuced  to 
transportation  for  life  for  murdering^  their  iiew-born  child 
by  fracturing  ita  skull.:! 

A  widow,  of  Seoiiee,  being  delivered  of  an  iufant — the  fruit, 
as  she  asserted,  of  a  oisual  intercourse  with  a  Bcpoy  id  the 
jungle,  concealed  the  birth,  nnd  buried  the  child  within  the 
ciiclosnrc  of  her  house.  The  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  stated 
that,  nftcr  examination  of  the  body,  and  the  applicntion  of 
teats,  he  was  convinced  that  the  child  (of  full  term)  had  been 
iKirn  alive,  and  that  death  had  been  caused  by  liolenec  done 
to  the  head,  the  skiu  of  which  was  swelled  and  a  large 
extrarasalion  of  blood  beneath  it,  especially  the  left  jMirictal 
bone,  which  was  fractured  in  two  places.  The  Sessions 
Judge  held  that  there  was  "nothing  satisfnctoiy  to  his  mind 


•  VoLvof  1851,  p,  1137. 
t  Nitunnl  Adswlut    BeporU.    IT.    W.    P..    DMorabcr  SIct  IS£3,    p- 
1524. 

t  /4irf,t(J.i.of  IR5I,  P.M4. 
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in  the  mctlicftl  oviilenco.  Nothing  to  show  thiit  frftctttro  of 
lioncH  (soft  aa  thoso  of  an  infaut  just  born  roust  bo}  miglit 
iiol  liitvc  occurred  n/ter  death,  in  the  proccas  of  Itiu-Tina;  [?} 
or  at  the  lime  uf  birtli,  during  a  difficult  iinprofesnoual  deli< 
very ; — vhile  it  was  apparent  that  tlie  common  offices  to 
new-born  infanta  had  been  here  omitted."* 

Tbc  following  cases  deserve  nttcntion,  as  inrolrinf;  points 
of  great  practical  moment  not  illustrated  in  T.iyIor'a  Mniiunl. 
Sub-Assistunt  Surgeon  Bindabua  Cbnttcrjee  bns  rrporteilf 
the  cAse  of  a  Hindu  femule,  &gcd  32,  who  nim  delivered  in 
the  Lying-in  Ward  of  the  Medical  College  Hospital,  Calcattn, 
of  her  second  child  ;  the  presentation  vm  natural,  the  l:d>our 
not  unnaturally  tedious.  The  child  vM  born  dead,  in  couse- 
f|ucncc  of  a  rupture  of  the  scnlf  and  escape  of  tUo  aabslanco 
of  the  brtiin,  which  occtirrcd  during  the  second  stage*  On 
examination  afterwards,  the  KCalp  nas  found  mnch  nttennated, 
and  a  rupture  had  tnkcn  place  posteriorly.  Tbe  Hue  of  rupturo 
was  eviiu  and  horizontal,  about  tlie  lei-ol  of  tbc  upper  part 
of  t)ic  occipital  bone,  nud  two  liues  runuing  forwonl  in  a 
striiight  direction  from  the  extremity  of  the  liorizoutid  line. 
Tlic  rupture  was  &yiiimotrical ;  the  lamlHloJdal  snturo  itas 
also  nipliircd  ;  /Af  c/wW  wat  small,  and  mt  qf  the  full  term. 
Sonic  time  since,  I  wan  requested  by  the  liusband  of  a  Intly, 
married  nbout  eight  raoiitlia  previously,  to  prcwribe  for  her,- 
as  slic  was  suiTcring  from  inward  UQcasiocss  which.  might> 
»t  first  sight,  Iiavo  a[>pcarcd  to  be  tlic  result  of  dysentery , 
Suapccting  the  real  cauac,  however,  I  requested  him  tot 
procure  a  strong  dose  of  morphia  on  liia  way  homx,  and 
prepared  to  follow  him.  Upon  rcacbiog  the  hoti«i,  whidt 
wn»  at  u  cousiderablo  distance  from  mine,  I  found  that  my 
patient,  a  slender  lady  of  18  or  10,   had   8ud<lcnly   been 


•  N«ani.n  A.I(v*l„[R,.f,uri,  N.  W.P,,  rVcrwbrrMili  IS5a.    p.    I54l. 
t  l"iliaa  AiHLiIauf  McJiwil&iPii«fv*Urt(4Kr  l«W,  p.  I«9. 
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delivered,  wliilc  iu  the  erect  position,  tho  cliiW  falling  head 
foromost  upon  n  mnrtilc  floor.  Tlic  pincciitn  vm  still 
nltactiwl.  The  infmit  was  apparontly  between  the  acvcntii 
ntnl  eight  month,  iiud  cried  lustily.  I  could  fiml  iio  mnrk 
of  injury.  Having  ilone  all  that  was  necemnry,  T  left  tho 
httiite;  butirns  hastily  recn1le6  in  nbotit  nn  hour,  uud  found 
tlie  chill!  liyiiig.  Tho  face  and  Beiilp  were  now  pnllid,  and  a 
Ifti^  britiae  hnd  hccume  apparent  on  the  forehead  and  vcrtox, 
•»tbc  pnrt  which  hud  come  iu  contact  with  the  pnrcmcnt. 
It  will  he  at  once  perceived  how  mnuy  points  of  great  Mcdlco> 
Lcgnl  importance  tlic^c  two  eases  involve. 

Suffocation  ami  Slnint/linff. — In  1822,  a  window  wna  aen. 
tonced,  upon  her  owo  coufesiiion,  nt  Buudclkund,  to  jicrpolual 
imprisonment  for  having  destroyed  her  budlnrd  child,  at  its 
birth,  hr  stitflln^  a  cloth  into  its  mouth  and  bnrying  it  in  n 
ditch !  she  pleaded  extreme  poverty  oa  aa  excuac  for  her 
crime.* 

In  18-U,  Dr.  Pagan,  of  Midrmpore,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Smith, 
of  Madras,  reported  tho  cxnniiontion  of  the  body  of  n  fiill- 
grrown  perfect  cliild,  with  the  cord  and  after-birth  attached, 
the  fotjoor  not  haviug  hccu  tied,  the  fuce,  head  and  sidca 
of  tho  neck  were  livid  nud  swollen,  the  muscles  and  »oft 
parts  of  the  ucck  were  bruised  and  contained  some  extra* 
vasiitcd  blood  ;  the  liings  floated  iu  water  and  woro  not 
diseased,  but  wero  somewhat  engorged  with  blood  ;  the  wind* 
pipe  wna  uninjured;  tho  body  was  soiiiewlmt  dccom[H)Scd. 
The  wittiwacB  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the  above  io- 
jnrics  bnd  been  inHiclcd  during  life  ;  and  that  they  cnnld 
not  have  occurred  iu  deliTery,  or  in  burying  the  body.f 

•  Uiuuittjlika'i  Itviiuru,  vol.  li.  p.  101, 
f  Soo  ulso  Ibo  oue  uf  awuUtwof  ratniL.  foundgnilL;  uftwuUug  llwnack 
of  liec  illu)(ituu»t«  i-liiUl.  *  few  fUj  b  oJJ,  in  ilGa|t«ii'  ui  Ixijng  luiai-ii  »ui  uT 
doorft  by  hor  rrlmlvH,  sDil  bdug  rafiunl  all  >itl  tijr  Uw  Cillier  of  Uie  cJiild. 
BiinMI  Adawlnt  Report*.  r»L  ii.,  p*rt  I   of  lii3,  p.  K2, 
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One  Mosat.  Soomarea,  of  Aximgurli,  had  been  mRirierf 
two  years,  and  had  lived  witli  lier  husbnod  about  a  year, 
during  nliicU  period  ahc  v&i  fieifucntly  ia  tlie  Uiibit  of 
jtassiiig  some  time  at  her  father's  huiuc,  where  ahc  formed 
an  illicit  intimncy  ftnd  became  prcgnaut.  Ou  discovcriug^ 
tlilK,  her  fatlier  &CQt  licr  back  to  her  husband,  but  site 
sUurtiy  aftenvards  returned  to  lier  fatlier  nho  refused  to 
Tcceive  lieriutobia  bouse.  Her  pnnimour  tbea  made  Iier 
over  to  a  woman  in  the  neigh  bo  urUuod.  Fiudiag  tliaC  licr 
labour  VM  at  hnnd,  and  her  father  nbscut,  she  vent  to  bis 
house,  wlicrc  ehc  was  delivered,  [privately,  of  a  male  child, 
which  &he  destroyed,  about  au  hour  after  its  birth,  by  com- 
pressing itii  windpipe.  The  native  doctor  who  made  an  exa- 
miuutiua  of  the  body  deposed,  vith  much  confidence,  that 
the  child  nas  matured,  that  it  waii  born  nUve,  and  existed 
for  some  time  afterwards,  and  that  death  vas  caused  by 
coraprceiiion  of  the  throat  with  the  hand  shortly  after  ita 
birth.* 

The  body  of  a  fcmnlc  infant,  vith  tba  naTel-«tring  uncut, 
was  found  iu  the  town  of  Kurbal  (Myupooree.)  One  jMiuiit. 
Miscca  coufossed  to  the  Police  that,  having  become  pregnant 
nine  mouths  before,  iu  her  hu&baud'a  abseucc,  she  was 
delivered  of  a  child  and  killed  it  by  squeeziag  its  throat.  A I 
trial,  she  denied  her  confeasions,  and  taid  her  child  wiia 
born  dead  bcvcu  months  after  conception,  and  thnt, 
baviug  no  one  to  bury  it,  she  tbreT  it  into  the  poud. 
Two  of  the  assGssoi's,  a  zumindar  and  a  brahmin,  nc{|uit- 
ted  her,  the  first  remarking  that  a  seven  months'  childf 
burn  in  such  cold  weather,  would  probably  hare  died ; 
the  second,  that  it  was  clearly  a  seven  montlut'  child, 
since  so  much  blood  flowed  I  The  third,  n  vakeel,  con- 
victed.    The  infant  bore  no   marks  of  violence,  so  far  as 
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the  examination  of  tlic  CivU  Surgeon  went.  lie  did 
not,  however,  suspect  violent  death,  being  luidcr  an  im- 
pression, from  the  mere  foot  of  ihc  navel-string  being  uncnt, 
tUiit  the  child  was  born  tJeml.  Tho  Judge  hohl  ihtd  the 
slight  pressure  on  the  throat  of  a  child  necessnry  to  cause 
denth  need  have  left  no  mark  ;  but,  if  otherwise,  such  matka 
would  hardly  be  visible  Jiflcr  two  days  and  nights'  immersion 
of  the  body  in  water.  With  regard  totlte  niivtl-strin  j  heiog 
uncut,  that  would,  be  considered,  be  eciually  the  c:»w  with  a 
clitid  born  dead  or  a  child  murdered  a»  soon  born.* 


"  KisaniutAilnwIul  Kfpoi^a.  N.  W.  P..  January  Seib  IMS.  p.  1S3.  ll 
i*  «vidciiily  b  TiiiiU'>r  or  uo  tmM  imporinnL's  ibut  iDixlical  men  in  IhU 
nunntry  »h.uulil  be  wtll  acijnainto'l  irilli  (Ar  miinner  in  ufirrh  tlit  umbilka]  <wil 
it  (ftWrfcfj  nnJ  dn—td  l</  tinltM  WHi/om.  Such  informiitifln  in  «ap«Mal)]r 
CKlled  for  la  cams  like  Ui«  fotlowiug.  A  TouklIv  luoiHticARt  of  w«*k  In- 
tellect, Dt  Jnunporc,  gave  birtU  t9  ■  kmale  infaiK,  wliivh  abv  Ivfl  ui  i»uiu« 
■lraw,irlm«th«bftd  Klcpi,iim1  ncnt  Iwgglnj*.  The  vliild  wii»  foiind  cloud.  'Xlia 
CItU  SargMO  vsBinlnciJ  ilio  child'a  lioily,  and  pkuM  find  iiu  u[>pan-ut  cmim 
oF  di'uth.  U»  pODiHl^rcil  It  Hiu  probubJy  th^  niialt  of  ni>gT«c't,  at  ihn  navcl- 
■Itini:  had  not  bri-n  trvrrvd,  llic  aft«r-birih  being  »ti)[  ntlochcH.  Tbo  child 
bai]  br**thrd,  liiit  ilvnUi  probtvtilv  took  fht/t  lery  ibvrtly  aftor  lU  bjrtfa, 
KucatDut  Adnwlut  KvfKjrtv  IT.  W.  P.,  Krbitinry  Idih  lna3,  p.  ass.  Prii(vf*nt 
T.  VT.  Vi'ihati  hut  liiiiJly  riiFiiiilit'J  inv  nilh  Miu»  iiitvretilin;;  DOtcs  on  the 
miinnvr  in  itbicli  (be  fJlineft  cif  itiM  |iart  of  Bengal  (rent  tlw  umblltcAl  t-otiL 
Ilv  fiodn  ibat  tbc  uarM  usually  JiTidva  lli«  Kuri,  utar  iu  inscrliun  to  tho 
vminlieus,  wilh  u  pitce  uf  bumboo,  iliarpened  into  lli«  farm  of  a  ndtt  liitJfb 
SiaiK'tiiufB  [tic  n«licrclu»M  jpct  a  uIvct  in*u>u>iMit.  modo  Ilka  a  spaiula, 
fur  the  purpow.  Ouly  una  Itgnluni.  uf  strung  tJtread.  is  iwocl  i  It  i»  ■ppliit] 
next  lb*  «IUU,  a«  ISgatura  ia  appliod  lo  tbe  pUccnUl  cod  of  U»  coid.  ^1u> 
thiirob,  hMtod  OT«r  ftiv,  ia  rvpoatMlly  placed  an  (he  natal,  [Oua  coRiitMiM  l« 
Iw  dvaa  for  many  lUiyat  and  may  uot  unfrnKiacnily  interfere  with  diif  procMa  of 
boating  i  in  a  caaa  wblcb  cam*  p«rtly  under  my  own  iioIim,  ibo  cbild'a  dnlk 
vat  K(tribiilcd  (perbapa  un&irty)  lo  ihh  prartkc]  If  there  is  any  db< 
rbar);i<.  (he  end  of  tb«  cord  14  then  dresarrl  with  banvt  raff*.  QenoraUy  tha 
ftiT(al  end  of  the  cutd  is  left  hangiuK  witlivtit  any  drHaiiig.  Dr.  Wttion 
iiiiil»nitandii  Utat  llui  Mrparation  of  (h«  placenta  U  i^aiicrally  L«aienud  by 
plax-itig  a  qtiniitiiy  of  hair  in  tlic  wvuian'a  inaiitb,— this  caiu«»  an  cHbrt  t« 
Ytiiiiil,  whirh  lirifig»  ikwny  ihv  aft«r-t>irlb.  Il  ia  al»w  Mid  itiul  nwiicc. 
Bit:Led  nilk  oU  aul  itnaUouvd,  aatiili  tb«i  diichargo  of  (he  planuia. 
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Mutst.  Synccnl  TTiu  convicted,  nt  Shnjclitinporc,  of  trnvin" 
murdurcd  Iicr  fcmak-  iUcgittmstc  cliild  by  struuglJnfT  it  vitb 
R  fitrip  of  cloUt.  Sbc  stutcd  that  she  nna  binOiiii;  tlic  clotli 
oil  licr  iufnnt'a  head ;  and,  boing  iatoxicittcd  by  aome  spirit 
wliicli  sliu  hiul  lakcn  shortly  after  the  birth  of  the  child  to 
n^licvc  n  8crcrc  iiiternnl  ]>nin,  she  did  not  know  if  she  hml 
bound  its  hciid  or  its  foot.  The  evidence  went  wbolij'  to 
disprove  her  plcn  of  iatoucntioD.* 

Mnsst.  Imiuncc,  of  Jsunpurc,  ivas  convicted  of  the  wilful 
murder  of  her  mnlc  tllegitiinntc  cliild  by  pre««ng  Ms  neck 
and  »itran<!:liiig  liiin.  She  pluccd  the  corpse  in  an  carlhcu 
vessel  and  buried  it  in  »  comer  uf  hi>r  hoitse.-t- 

It  will  be  observed  Itov  Inrge  a  number  of  cnsca  of  rnfan- 
ticidc  occur  iu  Orison.     In  one  of  the  latest  of  thcac  trinls. 


Dr .  WilMin  fiuiii  ihat  tliir  Dhieta  Ah  iAe  tho  cord  itfim  ihm  phmta  fnHr« 
u\taff.  l'lu>n>  1$,  probal«I>.  &  iiin'orpu<u  iii  Uxin  prnctke  in  iliHnvnt  parU  uf 
lliv  I'uunlryi  itii)  iliU  «hOHM  ho  talton  into  <U'cn>mt  in  mudtof-lpgal  iaivUi> 
I^LiMiis  ii]i<.>n  litis  puinL  Ward  wij*  tbnl.  ni  \\\o  uoincni  of  binh,  (urioua 
tvlijfiuu*  L'(.-i'L-itiuiilui  nn  parfocDitd,  whicli  iiccupy  nlwnt  twn  tiuMrs,  and  iJiai 
tJi«n  tliu  luubilicol  wt\i  U  vaU  Tliii  i>  prvtiulilv  Um  owtov  niuuu)(  llio 
riihur  lliDiliit.  Mr.  lIodj;toii  elatvii  Uiat  antuiif  liin  Bodo  and  DhLnisli  ifao 
[>ii>tli(>r  hfntlt  euU  tiio  natvl-string,  to  taca  u  slw  hu  roMTOtd  aaflai^ciil 
■Imitjtlt.  Ill  «  j>iiF«r  un  tlio  nuliro  ]trd«tic«  of  nMirUcrjr  U  Bo«nl«j.— 
piiUU»)ic(l  in  tht'  innuactiuiis  uf  lliu  Moiu-al  auil  PlijuriJ  fiucielj'  wT  ifiai 
city,  fur  Ibi53  and  .^4,  p.  3:tti,— it  k  ini.-[itii>iu>d  Iha:, nfUir  duliturjr,  a  luixlcr  in 
applW,  aiiU  dm  vxjiutsion  uf  (hti  plAcehla  acsiouslj'  ltK>Lr<l  tit,  a»  Ikr  cord 
U  mil  Jiriitcd  Kntit  Ae  a/tvr-iirlh  comra  diruy.  Ik-lurv  ihi'  ottd  Is  diitded, 
Ihu  blixxlin  ll  11  oitbor  prMMd  in  iho  diruL-lion  of  [he  fiUrmla,  or  of  Uw 
cltiM,  aecortlinf:!;  «s  tho  ckiM  it  Ii«a1^  or  oUtMwUa.  AnfrmUinj;  lli*  o^nl, 
ii  Is  dma»d  wHh  bdIc  and  timnario.  and  aiupviided  tram  ihf  rnvk.  and  tlis 
•rklld  ui  nut  bailjixl  until  the  oord  fnlU  oW.  Mr.  Wariay  nwaikiiui  thai  th« 
Uurnic«c  li«  tbu  ouril  in  llio  Kn};li»h  maniivr,  anil  dirida  it  liy  a  (>ca-aaw 
DiotiiJii  wilb  B  ittci'v  of  bamboo  ^lit  u|>  iIn  niddlr.  furainic  a  moal  rml« 
pair  uf  (cinora  J  haro  hoard  that,  in  ■auia  parte  uf  Ueni^al,  tlw  tMi«r  urduri 
divii,le  thccurcl  by  rubbltif;  it  on  iha  broltea  oilf^  of  anttunlMru  put-  It 
n|i|ii'Dr8  rcTlain  tbnl  a  r£t)::);nl  irtulr  uf  thet-niluf  ibc  cunl  U  iwIkii  u«idaic4 
of  uv^lprt  In  llilt  country.  Dr.  Wiluo  ii  iufornioJ  that  Hhi  jiiat'tku  wf  Uta 
UaMulBiaun  IJfaat^>*U  very  siiaitar  li>  tbnl  •>f  (lt«  llliidiu. 

*  Ninunut  Ada^lm  K«iK>rl9,  IT.  W.  P..  Ulb  Marvb  l»3,  p.  3M. 

t  llui,  iiilj  301b  I8S3.  p.  »37, 
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Oie  ScssioiiH  Jtidj^R  rcmnrkcil  ii|ion  tlic  prevalence  in 
Ciittnck  of  tlio  olTeocc  of  murdering  ncnr-born  children, 
the  fruits  of  illicit  i iiturcourse,  or  of  exponag  them  witli  the 
itiient  lo  dcslrotf  i^eiti.  It  will  be  borne  in  niiiu),  tlmt  tlii« 
Inttcr  mode  of  Infanticide  is  thnt  practiced  bj*  the  Khonfts 
wlio.  Although  iuhnbitiiig  the  Hill  tracts  of  Ortssa,  are,  snvc 
ill  this  parlicnlar,  entirely  apnrt  from  the  Hindu  Ooriahn  in 
oustoms  aud  in  religion. 

It  ia  scarcely  iieccssfiry  to  sny  that  the  avemgo  werpht  of 
ncw-boru  cliililrMi  in  Bcugal  is  probably  very  much  indeed 
below  thnt  of  European  cliililrcii  at  birth.  A  fcv  accurate 
statistics  upon  this  subject  wouUl  uUu  hv  of  great  value. 

Having  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  stndy  of  the 
abuoroial  conditions  of  tlio  fiEtal  circnlation,  and  the  results 
of  ray  rcscarclies  having  tended  to  subvert  the  valiiiity  of 
more  than  one  of  tlic  tests  of  live  birth  gcucraltv  iusi»tcJ 
upuu,*  I  shall  venture  to  devote  ouc  or  two  pa^cs  to  this 
Linportnnt  aubjcct. 

Previons  to  ISl-fi,  it  was  generally  considered  that — (1 )  the 
discovery  of  contractioa  of  the  whole  diameter  of  the 
thelus  Arieriosua  would,  even  nfter  decomposition  had  ob- 
scured the  stAtc  of  the  iunga  and  of  other  organs,  stand  as 
decided  evidence  that  the  child  had  lived  for  n  conMilcnthlu 
period  :  that  (2)  ctosiira  of  the  Foramen  Ovate  might  bo 
tiikeu  as  a  certain  proof  that  life  had  been  prolotigcd  for,  at 
least,  sevcrnl  itnTH  :  and  ^8)  that  an  iincontractcxl  state  of 
the  arterial  duct,  foramen  ovale,  and  ductus  vcnoMuaRonlcd 
strong  evidence  that  respiration  had  not  occurrod. 

In  my  researches  on  the  morbid  conditioii*  of  the  pulmo- 
nary artcry,t  I  succeeded  lu  shoving  that  these  opinions 
nrcrc  erroneous, — inasmuch  as  (1)     The  .trterial  Duct  uint/ 

*  See  Taylor,  p.  400.  el  ncii 
t  IVbtuh«d  in  tbo  Z/mdoD  MoJkol   (/onruo   tolmxti    Jalj  lfl-16,  sail 
SrpmKbcr  ISfii. 


6S$ 


OK  MKDtcAi.  jcntamtTnESCR 


hfcomp  eltkitfi  eithifr  bifore  or  in  n  vert/ few  hour*  after  birth 
f2)  thai  a  child  may  he  born  with  thf  foramen  ovale  ctwied  ; 
anil  that  fZ)ihe  arlerial  duct  andforamen  ovale  may  he/nund 
jterrioug,  frm  m  adult  at;e,wUhottt  any  other  discocerabU  error 
»i»  the  vaicnlar  system.  I  may  now  add  (4)  that  t/te  /tPtat 
thoracic  openings  and  I  hi  dacttia  venoms  ma^  be  found  qmUe 
unron/raeted  severed  dayi  nfter  birth . 

(1].  The  Arterial  Duct  may  become  cfoaed  either  before  or 
iit  a  vertffeto  hotira  after  hirth. — In  October  1846,  Uin  body 
of  n  fcno^ale  cliiltl  was  discovered  buried  in  waste  ground 
nenr  Ayr,  enveloped  in  a  voollen  bag.  It  wiu  in  a  «t»te  of 
putrefaction,  witli  deaijnnmntion  of  the  cuticle.  It  weighed 
five  pounds,  and  iraa  twenty  inches  iu  lenj^tH.  The  scalp 
was  covered  vrith  hair,  and  the  nails  were  fuU-growo  j  a 
\nT%a  portion  of  tlic  bmin,  which  lind  been  rednced  to  a 
pulpy  state,  had  Oicapcd  llirougli  the  openings  of  the  «linll. 
Its  month  and  nostrils  were  stnffed  with  ll;ix.  The  anibi- 
licus  WHS  in  the  centre  of  the  body,  the  cord  was  cut  clo<e  to 
the  abdomcD,  and  left  without  ligature.  There  was  an  ox> 
tensive  ccciiymosis  nil  over  the  fore  part  of  the  occkj  aud 
an  cfl'iision  of  blood  on  the  exterior  of  the  trachea.  The 
hcnrt  and  lungs  weighed  cue  ounce  ;  the  lungs  were  collapa- 
ed  ;  the  right  wiis  considenihly  decomposed,  and  sunk 
when  put  into  water.  Tlic  left  was  of  a  rod  colour,  and 
firm  in  texture,  and  floated  on  the  surface  when  immeracd 
in  a  vessel  tilled  with  water  ,-  hutj  on  prcssurcj  there  was  no 
crepitation.  Tlic  right  side  of  the  heart  was  flllcd  with 
congulHtcd  blood  ;  \.\it  foramen  orate  wat  partty  open,  nntl 
tho  ductutt  arteriosus  impervious.  The  lircr  was  large  and 
of  a  leaden  hue ;  the  ductu*  venotiti  almost  obliterated ; 
mecouiuui  was  found  in  ohundancc  in  the  lower  bowels. 
Stronir  circumstantial  evidence  was  adduced,  to  prove  tli.-it 
this  infant  came  into  the  world  shortly  before  6  o'clock 
A.  M.,  and  that  its  bo*iy  was  deposited  in  the  spot  where  it 
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was  6LiT>scqHcntly  discovered  between  10  anJ  11  o'clock 
A,  H.  Admitting  that  tbU  cbild  was  borit  alive,  tbcrc  was 
the  strongest  reason  to  believe  tbat  it  clid  not  siirriro  its 
birtU  /cm  minules. 

In  Jaaunry  1817,  I  laid  Ueforo  the  Pathulugiciil  Society 
of  liondon  tbu  heart  of  a  fwtHSj  bora  itt  ecrcn  moiitlm  niid  n 
half,  which  died/r/^ws  mintdcs  after  birth,  in  consequence  of 
hajniori-hagc  from  the  umtiilicail  cord.  The  arterial  duet 
was  nearly  closed,  bcin^  merely  capable  of  admitting  the 
shauk  of  a  large  pin.  The  tissues  of  the  duct  had  altogether 
an  appearance  of  linving  uudcrgoue  a  gradual  [irDCCSii  of 
contraction.     The  heart  and  lungs  were  normal. 

In  commenting  upon  this  case,  Pr.  Taylor  remarks  tbat, 
according  to  IJcmt'a  rule,  the  medical  inference  might 
have  been  that  the  child  had  lived  a  week.  In  bringing 
these  two  caaea  together,  it  is  is  certainly  worthy  of  remark 
that,  in  the  Brat  as  well  as  in  the  second,  haemorrhage  from 
the  navel  mii^ht  have  cfone  far  towards  determining  the 
early  contraction  of  the  arterial  duct.  This  imitortnnt  qncs- 
tion  will  rc^iuire  further  investigation,*  However,  these 
cases  form  such  marked  exceptions  to  the  rule  which  obtained 
pruTioiiB  to  their  publication,  that  no  McilicaJ  Jurist  can 
licrcnllcr  venture  to  declare  that  a  child  must  liftTc  lived 
several  days,  merely  upon  the  evidence  ufForded  by  a  closed 
state  of  the  arterial  duct. 

(2).  A  eltiid  tnay  be  bom  wUh  the  Foramen  Ovale  cloaed. 
— lu  18-17,  roy  friend  Mr.  Kbonexer  Smith  kindly  allowed 
rati  an  early  exaniiuatioQ  of  the  heart  and  lungs  of  a  child 
which  appeared  healthy  at  its  Ijirlh,  but  soon  uflcrwitids  be- 
came livid,  nnd  dic^lcouTulacd  in  about  21  Aoitrs.  'I'Uc/orw 
«ten  ovate  was  comj/teteJt/  cloJicd  by  a  firm  atembrane.     The 


*  II  will  Iw  <r*rjr  JHifKifUMl  lo  «linert«  vtlittiwr  tiM  Mai  poMsga  are  udb- 
rM-utl  in  cliililres  txprltcd  dead  iu  cmp*  of  plseoata  pnctio. 
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arterial  duct  was  wide,  aud  the  Hglit  cavities  cai>iiciou8,  but 
tlic  left  cavidea  of  the  licnrt  were  extremely  coutractcd,  >!■ 
most  to  obliteration,  nnd  the  mitral  ralve  wu  merely  mdi- 
mciitary.*  1  brought  this  cnse  forward  at  the  time,  with  the 
remark  that  it  ia  impossible  to  deny  that,  in  the  heart  of  a 
chilli  which  has  died  witbtn  tUc  utcras,  aud  has  been  expelled 
iu  a  putrid  condition,  the  foramen  ovale  may  be  found  com- 
pictcly  and  pcrciinncntlr  closed ;  but  that,  in  such  coses aa  (he 
above,  it  would  probably  bu  alwavH  possible  to  detertDiiie,  by 
an  examination  of  the  heart  and  its  appendages,  that  the 
closure  of  the  foramen  bad  occurred  at  somo  period  or  other 
antecedent  to  birth.  Still,  it  must  be  remembered  that,  in 
iitvcstijpiting^  a  case  of  supposed  Infanticide,  the  medical 
man's  attention  is  at  once  directed  to  the  state  of  the  font-  ' 
men  ovale,  and  it  would  not  be  surprising  if,  upon  dittcovcr- 
iiig  that  the  auricular  septum  was  cumptetc,  ho  siiould  rest 
fiatisHcd, — seeing  that  even  so  good  an  anatomist  as  Vieusscns 
does  not  appear  to  have  considered  it  necesaary  to  remark 
any  other  appcainncc  in  the  hcnrt  where  he  found  the  fora- 
men closed  thirty  bours  after  birth,  cicept  that  tbc  pu!mo> 
nary  artery  was  ostraordinarily  dilated. 

(3).  TAe  Arterial  Duct  antt  Foramen  Ovale  map  be  found 
pefvioas,  even  in  adult  a^e,  tpUAonl  rmy  olker  diacarerahie 
error  in  the  vascular  tyslem. — In  October  1837,  the  body  of 
a  woman,  aged  33,  the  mother  of  eight  children,  who  hati 
died  of  phthisis  of  only  3  mouths'  dnration,  was  examined 
by  Mr.  MoUoy  and  myself  nt  (ruy's  Hospital.  Tbe  heart 
was  small  and  pale,  but  perfectly  well  formed,  except 
that  iha  foramen  ovale  was  sufficiently  wide  to  admit  the  little 
linger,  and  that  tlic  arterial  dad  allowed  a  large^ajied  probe 


*Mr.  ScniUi  liii*  ptiblitlMd  Ui*  full  dotadsof  tiiii  nuw  in  Uie  1U  volaHH  •>( 
Ibv  TrBiiaaclion»  of  the  I'>thi>logica]  Sociot/  ufLoDilon,     A  luuiilar  mm  la 
rtluird  hy  VioaKwns.  niiotlior  nod  by  Dr.  M'iUituna;  hut  Mr.  iiiBtth's 
only  cpmplctvt}-  dvlailud  insUinoc  of  iho  kind  ga  record. 
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to  be  paBscfl  from  the  norta  iuto  the  palmonary  artciy,  bat 
was  guarded,  oa  its  pulmonarjr  aide,  by  n  growth  of  minute 
clastic  vegetntioDs  which,  acl'iog  complete)/  lu  a  valve  in 
tLat  directiou,  showed  that  the  permimence  of  the  duct  could 
not  bare  depended,  at  least  during  the  latter  yean  of  life, 
upon  pulmonary  obstruction. 

(t).  7'Af  Arterial  Duct,  Foramen  Ovate,  and  CanaHs  Ve- 
Noxas  ntay  be  found  URCOutracled  Kveral  ilaya  after  Birth. — 
In  March  1854',  Mr.  Lee  read  before  the  Pathological  Society 
the  particulars  of  the  cane  of  a  cliitd,  iu  which  jauudice 
oomm'euced  iturocdiatcly  after  birth.  Six  duys  after  the 
scparfttioa  of  the  funis,  (in  which  process  there  was  notliiug 
abnormal),  slight  hicmorrbnge  made  iU  appearance.  The 
blood  was  tbin  and  serous,  scarcely  discolouriug  the  linen, 
itnd,  when  dry,  uot  atiifeuiag  it.  The  bleeding  continued  for 
two  days,  it  then  stopped,  but  the  child  souu  afterwards  sank. 
The  Umbiticai  Kern,  one  UmbUieal  Artery,  t/ie  Duetu*  Veaoaus, 
lite  Dueitu  Artertonu,  and  the  Foramen  Ovale  iPcre  all  found 
open-  There  was  no  appearance  of  iQfl»mmutiou  in  t  lie  struc- 
tures of  the  umbilical  veiu.  The  blood  wu  without  coaguln, 
nud  appeared  entirely  doiicicQt  in  fibrin.'*'  There  ia  a  large 
clu^  of  these  eases,  in  which  cliildrCQ  arc  destroyed,  rrom 
6  or  8  to  18  days  after  birth,  by  irrepressible  hiemorrhnge 
fjroin  the  umbilical  veiu.  These  infants  are  usually  jnundiecd, 
and  an  excessive  degree  of  cholcraia  is,  of  course,  adrerse  to 
the  closure  of  auy  of  the  foetal  communicatioDs.  Mr.  Sbir- 
curC]  of  Calcutta,  lately  moDtioncd  to  me  the  pnrticulftrs  of 
a  cimc  iu  which  there  appeared  to  be  every  reason  to  heticvc 
that  the  umbilical  veiu  nud  a  considerable  portion  of  tho 
canatis  venoeus,  remained  pennaneutly  open  iu  n  child  three 
or  four  years  old  ;  tliat  is  to  say,  there  was  a  tisluluus-looking 
opening  at  the  umbilicus,  into  which  a  prolio  could  be  passed 

■  Asauelsliiuu  Jowaal,  Ajwil  Tih  1834.  p.  M'. 
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dircttlf  bKrkwvr^  for  mcbc  iadM*.  Tbe  parents  dulik- 
io^  the  sppetnDCC  of  tlus  opening,  kltboDgh  it  canscd  no 
■miMiiiiiiiiii .  Mr.  Shircore  mdiljr  locceciled  in  dosittg 
teonSeeL 

SijMaw  ^  y^mmg  Ii^fmdM. — TUs  came  i»  one  of  gmt 
freq««aiy  amoog  tbe  Nktires,  uid  »p{>ean  to  be  a  practice 
af  rarr  aackat  rtsttdiag.  Tsremier  MTt, — "  Wbea  a  wotnaa 
b  bnxi-bt  to  bed,  anii  tlio  child  «iU  not  take  tiic  teat,  tbcr 
caiTT  ic  oat  of  (he  riilage,  and  patting  ic  in  a  bocn  fJotb, 
which  tbcT  bstea  bf  the  four  oomers  to  the  boa^is  of  a. 
tree,  tbev  there  karc  it,  from  morning  till  ereDiog.  By 
thismeau,  tbe  poor  infant  tsexpoaedto  be  tormented  by  the 
crowB,  intomoch  that  there  are  aome  vbo  hare  their  ere* 
picked  oat  of  their  bcada ;  vhich  b  the  reason  that,  in 
Btm0mtm,joa  >h&ll  sceaomanr  of  thc^c  idolaters  that  have 
bvt  ooc  eye,  and  some  that  have  lost  both."  [!]  "  lu  the 
ercnin^  tbej  fetdi  the  child  avay,  to  try  whether  he  will 
9oA  tbe  next  Bt^t ;  and,  if  he  still  refuse  the  t«at,  they 
cany  him  to  tbe  aame  pUec  next  morning,  which  they  do 
for  three  days  together ;  after  which,  if  tbe  lafaot  mTier  that 
rcfoaes  to  sQck,  they  beliere  him  to  be  a  devil,  and  tltrow 
him  into  the  Gauges.  Sometimes  some  cbniitable  people 
among  tbe  English,  ItoUaDders  and  Porlngals,  eumpss- 
tiooating  the  misfortune  of  those  children,  will  lake  them 
away  from  tbe  tree,  and  girc  them  good  eduealtou.'* 

\Vard  has  given  tbe  following  details,  regarding  the  cus- 
tom of  exposing  infants  in  the  uortbero  districts  of  Ben- 
gal, without  any  reference  to  Tavertiicr's  account. — "  If  an 
infant  refuse  the  mother's  breast,  and  decline  in  health,  it 
is  said  to  be  under  tbe  iufluonoc  of  some  miLU|>naut  sfiirit. 
Such  a  child  is  somctiiuca  put  into  a  basket  and  hung  np  ia 
A  tree  where  this  eril  spirit  is  supposed  to  reside.  It  ia  ge- 
iicndly  dc&troycd  by  auts  or  birds  of  prey  ;  but  somctiuicaj 
]icriehe»  by  ucglcctj  thungb  fed  and  clothed  daily.     If  it 
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should  not  he  dend  nt  the  expiration  of  three  dnys,  the  mo- 
tlicr  receives  it  home  ngtiiii,  mid  nurses  it,  but  tltia  seldom 
happens.  The  late  Mr.  Tliomtu,  a  missionnry,  oucc  utved 
mid  restored  to  its  mother,  au  iiirnnt  which  had  fallcu  out 
of  a  basket  at  Bhohiliatcc,  ncnr  Mnldn,  at  (ho  monieut » 
jackft]  was  running  awn;  vith  it.  As  this  gciitlcmaD  aud 
Mr.  Carey  were  aDiervarda  puaing  under  the  samu  tree, 
tliey  found  n  bnsket  hanging  in  the  bruncheti  containing  tbo 
skelctou  of  another  infant,  who  had  been  dc\'onred  by  nntit."* 
The  printed  llcporta  arc  replete  with  these  sad  eases,  but 
they  need  uot  be  eited  here,  as  points  of  nicdico-le^nl  dif&- 
ciilty  arc  seldom  iuvolYed  in  such  inquiries. 


INSANITY. 


Tlie  opinions  of  Mcdienl  men  in  India  nrc  often  called  for 
iu  cases  of  rcjil  or  <it>!>iu'ent  mcutul  ubcrralion  of  the  most 
involrcd  and  diQicult  nature.  If  tt  be  itometlmcs  found  im- 
]K>SHihle  to  bring  about  unanimity  of  opinion  in  three  or 
four  of  the  most  eminent  men,  whose  lives  have  been  devoted 
to  the  study  of  Insanity  in  Knglnnd,  with  regard  to  the  sanity 
or  QDsouuducss  of  miud  of  an  educated  fellow-countryman,! 
bow  much  more  trying  mu4t  the  task  lo  to  a  youug  Civil 
Surgeon,  upuu  whoic  IJat  depends  the  hfu  or  dcAth  of  a 
Native,  probably  from  some  remote  and  aliuoat  uuknoirn 
part  of  the  district,  iu  whose  mind  a  perfect  chaos  of  absurd 
superstitions  stands  iu  the  place  of  iniagiuatiou  and  religion 

•  Tel  il..  3fil  Editioa,  |i.  isa. 
t  As  rKcndjr  shftiru  in  ibo  oMO  of  thn  nnfarnnMU  Banuitflli,  wbn  was 
huigfd  iipoa  a  leatonw  wkUib  appesn  to  havo  rr^lwl  ujmjii  iho  npiniao  «( 
l«u  mctliicftl  UMib,  «ku  onljr  tair  liiin  oaa;  %tn)  inuiilhjt  kAiTt  tlir  )a-ri>«tinillau 
of  (lio  filnl  deed  i  while  Vr*.  ConnciJI/.  Wiiintow  aiul  IMy,  vi<\  Ixo  Sur^u, 
i'i|in-«nil  il  u  ihcir  Mlrmn  btiiI  inaUind  Cfdiuuii  lha4  Uiu  prisoiMr  was  Irmim 
itt  ibo  liaiv  bo  cwtuiuitUil  (Itc  mmtt. 
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and  whose  every  tarn  of  thought  and  expression  is  strange 
and  foreign ;  in  whom  every  attempt  to  question  excites  an 
effort  to  deceive,  and  in  whom  the  faculties  of  cunning  and 
simulation  exist  in  their  fullest  and  most  active  develope- 
meut.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  the  printed  reports 
of  our  Courts  show  very  clearly  that  dangerous  and  unten- 
ahle  opinions  are  rarely  given  by  Medical  Officers  in  cases  of 
this  description. — The  chief  sets  of  cases  which  it  appears 
necessary  to  mention  here  are  the  foUowiog. 

Mental  Aberration  TetuUingfrom  the  use  qf  Opium  and  Hemp, 
— From  very  early  periods,  these  two  poisons  have  been  made 
to  supply  the  place  of  fermented  liquors,  by  some  of  those  who 
pretend  to  be  the  strictest  abstainers  among  both  Hindus 
and  Mahomedans.  Bernier  (1655)  describes  the  Eajputs  as 
great  takers  of  opium,  and  he  has  sometimes  wondered  at  the 
quantity  he  has  seen  them  take :  "  They  accustom  themselves 
to  it  from  their  youth.  On  the  day  of  battle  they  double  the 
dose ;  this  drug  animating  them,  and  making  them  insensible  of 
danger ;  insomuch  that  they  cast  themselves  into  the  combat 
like  80  many  furious  beasts,  not  knowing  what  it  is  to  run 
away,  but  dying  at  the  feet  of  the  Raja,  when  he  stands  to  it." 
Dr.  Fryer,  (1672)  snys  :  "  The  plant  of  which  Bang  is  made, 
grows  like  our  Hemp,  the  juice  of  whose  seed,  ground  in  a 
bowl  like  mustard  seed,  and  mixed  with  any  other  liquor,  is 
that  they  equivocate  with  their  prophet  instead  of  the  grape.'* 

Lato  in  their  miserable  career,  the  gunjah-smoker  and 
the  opium-eater  become  utterly  shattered,  alike  in  mind  and 
body  ;  but  I  have  not  met  with  or  heard  of  any  case  in  which. 
true  Insanity  has  been  caused  by  these  practices;  the  opium- 
eater  sinks  into  the  condition  of  a  hopeless  driveller,  the  gun- 
jaU  smoker  and  bang-driuker  often  remain  chronically  inebri- 
ated, and  are  sometimes  excited  to  acts  of  frantic  violence, 
but  these  states  may  be  readily  distinguished  from  true 
Insanity.     In  some  rare   cases,  these   pernicious   habits. 
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cloiilitlcss,  liMtcn  tli<>  otlrent  of  Insniiity  in  tudividuiilii  otlicr- 
wiso  prcdisposcil.  Tliia  would  ccrtntnty  much  cmbArrMS 
iliagnosis.  I  duuht,  liovcvcr,  irhctlior  riolctit  Maiiin  would 
ever  occur  in  »u  opium  eater ;  or,  if  it  did,  tlio  depressing 
effects  vhich  would  result  front  debarring  liim  from  tli«  use 
of  the  drug  vould,  Rltnost  nt  oucc,  reduce  him  to  a  state  of 
fatuity.  A  miulmnu  who  had  used  gunjiih  woulJ,  probnlilr, 
continue  lu^nnc  for  months,  if  mcrrly  conBncd  without  me- 
dical trcfttmcnt;  a  few  days  tranquilUty  will  generally  bo 
hIoiic  siifHcicnt  to  restore  ouo  uho  hus  becu  over-excitcd  by 
gun)iih  to  hiti  utiunl  Mtntc  of  rainil. 

Some  obscrvMioas,  made  by  n  writer,  in  1798,*  bear 
so  importmitly  upoa  tbia  subject  that  they  deserve  to 
be  quoted  here. — "  The  Indinn  who  Huns  a  Muck  [Aniok, 
Amok, — Kill,  Kill !]  is  always  fintt  (Irivcn  to  dcspcra- 
tiou  by  some  outrage,  and  always  lirat  rcTCnges  himself 
upon  those  who  have  dous  him  vroog;  they  are  gene- 
rally sUvcs;  who  indeed  are  moat  subject  to  insults,  and 
least  able  to  obtain  legal  redress.  It  hns  bcco  udual  to 
attribute  Much  to  the  consequences  of  the  nso  of  opium  ; 
but  the  words  of  Mr.  Stavorinos,  who  says,  that  tbcy  are 
occHsloticd  '  by  the  iWiJIotring  of  the  oplum,or  hij  other  means,* 
seem  to  euiitirm  the  opiuiou  cuiorlaiucd  by  Mitrstluu,  that 
this  ihould  probably  rank  with  the  many  errors  that  man- 
kind have  bccu  led  iuto  by  travellers  addicted  to  the  mnr- 
vellous.  That  these  furious  quarrels  and  sanguinary  attacks 
do  actually  and  frcqueutly  take  ptncc  in  some  parts  of  tlie 
East,  cnniiot  be  coutrorcrtcd  ;  but  it  is  not  equally  evident 
tliat  they  proceed  from  any  iutoxicaliou,  except  that  of  their 
uuruiy  passions;  and  many  Murks  might,  upon  scrutiny, 
be  found  to  be  of  the  uaiurcof  ouc,  which  Mr.  MarsdoD 


*  \ii.  Wilciock»->N(il«i  to  a  Urwuhtioo  of  Surariniu'  Vojragc   lo  Ihe 
£Mt  Indi«»,  vol  i.i  pug*  193. 
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particiilftrises^  of  a  slnvc   who  probniily  cover  indulged  ia 
the  use  of  opium  ia  his  life,  a  man  of  strong  feelings,  driren 
by  excess  of  injurr^  to  domestic  rcbcUion  ;  or  that  related 
in  Lieutoiiant   Cuok'a  voyugc  iu  tUc    EndKavour,  of  a  free 
iuhabitaut  of  Bataria,   vlioso  hraia  voa  fired  more  by  the 
mndtleiiitig   fury   of  jcftlouay,  tli&D  by  niiy  advcntittoas  in- 
to:Licatioii.     Ic  Is   trac  that  the   Malays,  when    bent  upon 
any  ilftriiig:  cnterprize,  fortify  theraseWea  with  a  little  opiam, 
in  order  to  become  iusensible   of  the  dimger,  aa  tko  peopte 
of  iiiiothcr  untiou  arc  snitl  to  take  a  di-nm  ;  but  it  mtist  be 
observed,  that  ^Ac  resolution  for  the  act  prrcedet,   and  U  not 
the  effect  of,  tfitr  ittloxkaiion.    They  tako  tlie  same  precau- 
tion,  previous   to   being  led   to  public   executioD;  but,  on 
thcHc  occnsiotiB,   sliovr   greater  signs  of  titupidity  tbaa  of 
frenzy."    Upon  the  wliolc,  tUia  wrilot  bcUcTcd,  tliat — "  it  may 
reasonably  be  conchulctl,  that  the  sanguinary  achicTcments 
for  wliich  the  Malays  have  been  famous,  or  rather  infamous, 
are  more  juBlly  derived  from  the  natural  ferocity  of  thoir 
disposition,  than  from  the  qualities  of  any  drug  whatever." 

In  a  higlily  raluablo  Report  on  Singapore,  acnC  in  to  the 
Medical  Board  in  1843,  Dr.  Oxiey,  senior  surgeon  of  tbo 
Strait!)  Settlcuicuts,  Uas  given  a  very  useful  nooount  of  tbc 
practice  of  Hnnning  Amok,  lie  considers  that  what  Iiati 
been  80  often  written  of  the  revengeful  spirit  of  the  Malays 
is  much  exaggerated.  Polite  in  the  extreme,  according  to 
their  own  idca4,  they  never  indulge  in  abnse  one  towards  tbc 
other  :  the  only  reply  to  any  deviation  from  tUin  rule  ia  tlio 
Kris,  for  vrliich  they  will  watch  their  opportunity,  and  most 
ccrtiiiuly  uot  ufTord  their  ailvcrsary  any  udraiitage  it  is  in 
their  power  to  deprive  him  of.  This  is  their  code  of  honor  ; 
and,  being  fully  aware  of  it  amongst  themselves,  provocn- 
tiou  is  seldom  given  and  aatisfuction  is  seldom  required. 
When  goaded,  however,  to  the  necc«!tity,  they  become  i»er- 
fuctly  rocklets;  and,  should  discovery  attend  the  deed,  tbey 
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nttempt  ao  refutation,  but  sell  tlieir  lives  Rt  tW  utmoat  cost 
they  can  to  the  captors.  Too  often  ha*  Dr.  Oxiey  knovn 
the  oflicera  of  police  rompoUcd  to  »l)oot  them  on  these 
occtiatona.  Sucli  is  ouc  species  of  "  Amok,"  and  how  o(f«nces 
of  tliia  dcacriptiou  are  to  be  dealt  with,  admits  of  little 
(toiibt  ;  but  there  in  another  variety  of  the  "  Orany  Ber- 
amok"  vastly  different,  and  by  no  menns  the  ]e»6l  frequent, 
which  requires  discrimination  on  the  pnrt  of  the  Medical 
Jurist,  to  prercnt  irresponsible  persons  safferinR  tbc  penalty 
of  the  injiirod  Intr.  For  iostancc,  a  man  sitting  (]iiictly 
uinoiigat  bis  fricnrU  and  relatives  will,  wiUiout  provoriition, 
suddenly  atiirt  up,  weapon  iu  hand,  and  slny  all  witliin  liis 
reach.  Dr.  Oxley  has  known  an  many  as  eiglit  kilted  nnd 
wounded  by  a  very  feeble  iudividuul  in  this  manner.  Next 
day,  when  interrogated  whether  he  was  not  sorry  for  the 
net  he  had  committed,  no  oue  could  be  mure  contrite. 
When  aaked  "  Why  then  did  you  do  it  ?"  The  answer  has 
invariably  been — "  The  devil  entered  into  me,  my  eyes  were 
darkened,  I  did  not  know  what  I  was  about."  Dr.  Oxtey 
has  roceivod  this  same  reply  on  at  least  twenty  different 
occasion*.  On  esaminatioa  of  these  mouomauics,  he  hM 
f^encrally  found  tlieni  labouring  under  suiue  gastric  diKoae, 
or  troublesome  nicer,  and  these  fearful  ebullitions  break  ont 
upon  some  cxacerb»tiun  of  the  disorder.  Those  about  tlieoi 
hare  generally  said  that  they  appeared  moping  and  me> 
laiicholy  a  few  days  before  the  outbreak.  Ho  vousiders 
that,  amODj^  llic  Malays,  MononinDia  almost  invariably  take* 
thi«  terrible  form.  The  Bugis,  whether  from  revenge  or 
diseaae,  are  by  far  the  most  addicted  to  Amok.  He  think* 
that  three-fourths  of  all  the  cases  he  has  seen  have  been  by 
persons  of  tliis  nation.  The  Boyans,  who  come  from  Pulo 
UabioD,  nn  Island  South  of  Java,  are  the  most  quiet  and 
peaceable  of  nil  the  Malay  tribes.  He  has  never  heard  of 
any  iuttancc  of  Amok  amongtit  them.    Dr.  Ojdey  dues  not 
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iffcar  to  •ttritrate  Ab  practice  to  the  use  of  iatoueBUn; 
dn^*,  ■hlMrash  be  dfsvt  >  rerj  paioiiil  pictarc  of  the  miaer* 
whit  cCecU  of  opisB  HDoking  in  Singapore.  ■ 

Tkt  Miaviag  is   not   by  anj  means  a  sin^lar  case  in 
!■£■■     A  fMfectable  ap-coantir  ilindu,  who  bad  been  for 
wamt  fean  wttled  in  tbe  eaplojr  of  a  zaraindar  near  CbitU- 
goit,  ■poa   teectring   acMne   abuse   from  his  vife  and  bcr 
■olber,  took  do«n  *  beavr  tulwar  from  tbe  nil,  and 
ttmnHy  bocked   tbe  former  in   pieces,  aad  tbcn  ru  at  tbe 
fetta  «bo,  bovcTCT,  escaped   vitb  a  seTcre  woaad   lata  tbe 
dfaaF«-)orat.     He  tben   panned  anotber   voman   «bo  «u 
fomiig  at  tbe  tine,  and  socceedcd  in  woandisg  ber,  bjr 
AnotiBS  Ua  nrovd  under  tbe  door  of  ber  bame,   wbicb  sbc 
fcad  doaed  upon  lum.     I  fonnd    bim  to  be  a  rery   bealtbr-  ] 
loofciay  lad  wdl-ganaered  man  of  50 ;  be  vaa  perfectly 
ntSonal,  Wt  I   learaed  that    be  was  in  tbe  hxbit  of  enting 
Bine  Ritteea  0^1  pnim)  of  opium  daiiT.     He  appears,  bov- 
erer,  not  to  bare  been  piUt;  of  anj  Qnu»aaJ  excess  iu  tbis  way 
before  tbe  crime  was  committed.     Ab  it  was    neccnarr  to 

■ 

aaeettain  wbrther  be  was,  in  rcalitr,  addicted  to  opium  eating, 
I  kepi  bitn  vitboat  tbe  drug  for  four  or  fire  days,  wben  be 
Splayed  tbat  peevliar  neirons  agitatioo  wbicb  if  so  cha-  j 
ntetemtie  to  opinm-eaters  deprired  of  tbeirasoal  stimnlus. 
He  was  tben  allowed  a  dailr  aupplr,  but  bit  strengtb  con- 
tinned  to  fiul  until  after  his  trial  and  sentence  to  dealb,  when 
he  was  attacked  with  remittent  fever,  wbidi  assumed  an 
■lacvt  trpbous  cbaracter,  very  nnutaal  to  tbat  jail,  and 
dertrored  bia  in  a  few  days. 

It  appears  probable  that,  bad  not  tbis  man's  nerrous  sys- 
tem been  greatly  shattered  by  tbe  vice  of  opium-euling,  tbe 
abaie  wbicb  be  received  would  not  have  excited  n  bliud 
and  iiidiserioiinatinf;  impulse  tu  kill  in  his  apparently  ollicr- 
•ise  calm  and  ratiooa]  mind. 

I  can  offer  only  a  partial  dcmonstreHon  of  tbe  fact,  bat  I 


I 
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am  cotivinced  thnt  n  rery  large  prftportion  of  the  mnrdcrs  by 
hacking  to  pieces,  vbich  linvc  already  been  referred  to  iu 
tills  Report  as  prevalent  iu  Iiidift,  Jire  committed  under  the  ia- 
fluencc  of  intoxieatinj;  drugs,  vhicti,  without  doing  more 
than  add  to  aud  maiutaiu  furions  eicitment,  enable  tlie 
otherwise  timid  savage  to  carry  out  his  ruthless  purpose. 
In  looking  over  tlic  Niaamut  Reports,  I  hftTc  been  struck 
by  the  frequency  with  TrLich  medical  opinion  has  beeu  called 
for  to  decide  upon  the  evidently  disordered  and  unsettled 
atate  of  mind  of  these  criioinals.  In  a  few  such  cases  it  haa 
beeu  decided  tljat  the  prisoners  were  Insane,  in  others, 
attempts  to  feign  Insanity  were  detected;  white^  in  a  third 
class,  there  were,  at  first,  marked  evidence*  of  soraething 
nearly  approaching  to  Insanity,  which  gradually  disappeared 
in  the  course  of  a  week  or  two.  The  following  oxampta 
may  be  selected  from  many.  In  1845,  Dr.  \Vilkic,  theaof 
Dinagepore,  examined  the  dead  body  of  a  woman  and  the 
persons  of  a  boy,  aud  of  a  second  woman,*  who  had  been 
wounded  with  some  cutting  inatrumcnt.  The  first  woman 
must  liarc  died  immediately,  the  boy  recovered ;  the  other 
woman  was  so  aererely  injured  by  aword  cuts,  that  it 
WHS  at  one  time  apprehended  that  she  would  be  maimed  for 
life.  The  Mussulmauu  who  was  tried  for  this  outrage  ap- 
peared  to  Dr.  Wilkie,  on  his  admission  to  jail,  to  be  Buffer- 
ing from  mentAl  derangement,  TKero  were  suffusion  of  the 
eyc»,  much  cerebral  cscitcmcnt,  and  fever.  All  these  symp- 
toroa,  however,  subsided  within  a  week,  and  Dr.  "Wilkie  then 
cnnsidered  him  sane.  In  reply  to  the  question  whether,  if 
temporary  Insanity  was  produced  by  fever  and  uervous  ex- 


*  tl  i><>n«oftha  mnrkuil  fvaluivi  of  tbawtatnt  of  wnnndiri^.  wh»r*JM- 
loiMljr  i*  ihv  noM,  that  ■  child  orian  *harw»  tbt>  pnoithmoul  of  )>■>  nnfartii- 
nau  nolhor  Scv  ntta  m  cua  (Niiouim  A<kwliit  lU-porte  i.f  the  N.  W.  Pre- 
tinces  r>iT  July  IftM,  p.  124,)  In  wliicU  ddi'  N<ih«>li  m*i  Gonviclwl  of  murdering 
faia  wifvatid  infunt.  t  ytitwn  nld,  wilh  n  hnaTj-  i-htipper  (jiwiJuhi}.  U^locn-ly 
itaiwil  (liftt  tip  bnj  liAd  11  triain^  dispuU!  vriih  hi*  tiite. 
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ritemeat,  (u  stated  by  the  witnesses  in  this  cmse,)  woold  it 
probabU  be  likely  to  recur — or  coold  sndi  a  per»on  be  set 
at  lai^  vithoot  danger  to  the  conuaonitr  ? — Dr.  'WilkSe  mad 
that,  as  this  roan's  temporarr  InsanitT  was  iadoced  br  no  a^ 
|KeciableniottT«  or  cause,  he  was  inclined  to  beliere  tiiat  it 
annst  be  owing  to  some  pecnliaritr  in  the  bnin  and  noxous 
srstem ;  he  therefore  was  afraid  that  mental  derangement  might 
leeor,  and  that,  comeqaentlr,  his  release  was  not  advinhle. 

Tbe  eaose  upon  which  this  person's  mental  r  iiilisnini  de- 
pended was  eridentlr  pkyneal,  and  I  hare  obserred  a  preeiaelv 
similar  conditioQ  in  one  who,  baring  become  orer-excited  br 
the  use  of  gnojah,  was  tied  and  beaten  br  those  abont  him  in 
the  bratal  manner  generally  adopted  by  Xatires,  witli  a  new 
to  drive  away  the  deriU  by  which  they  beliere  the  Insane  to  be 
possessed.  We  need  a  rery  carefiU  inrestigatitMi  of  this  class 
of  cases.  It  wonld,  of  coarse,  materially  alter  the  complexioa 
ofa  violent  act,  apparently  committed  in  sudden  rage,  if  itwere 
discovered  that  the  culprit  had  previously  drugged  himself  with 
the  deliberate  purpose  of  maintaining  his  barbatoos  impulse. 

The  foUowiDg  instances  in  which  it  appeared  that  tke  cri- 
minal was  nerved  with  ffine  or  Spirilt  previous  to  carrving  out 
bis  sanguinary  purpose,  are  worthy  of  notice. 

It  appeared,  in  a  trial  at  Allahabad,  that  one  Chotooa,  har- 
iDg  endeavoured  to  persuade  a  prostitute  who  was  under  his 
master's  protection  to  carry  on  an  intrigue  with  him,  she 
replied  derisively,  that  "  she  wonld  ride  on  an  elephant,  not 
on  an  ass."  He  then  left  ber  house  and  went  to  a  neigh- 
bouring spirit  shop,  where  he  drank  two  pice  worth  of  spirits, 
and  returned  with  a  sword,  which  he  probably  took  from  his 
own  house  on  the  way ; — seizing  the  unfortunate  woman  by 
the  hair,  be  hacked  at  her  until  her  body  was  disfigured  by 
twenty  wounds,  and  the  deadly  weapon  was  bent  out  of  shape.* 


•  Ninamut  A.lowl,it   R,;porU,  H.  "W.  P.,  October  27th  1852,  p.    1246. 
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lu  &  CRso  ftlrcaiiy  cited,  which  occurred  at  Btidaon,  where 
» man  killed  five  peraous,  his  relatives,  by  cuttiug  their 
throats  with  a  sworti,  it  appeared  that  an  npcn  bottle  of  port 
wine  was  fouud  on  the  tabic  of  a  room  in  which  ihe  pmoncr 
■lept.  It  wu  beliered  by  the  Scasiutis  Judge  tbnt  the  rour- 
derer  had  taken  what  wine  was  consumed  to  give  hiumelf 
nerve  for  the  deed ;  or,  if  venyeancc  supplied  that,  to  give 
himself  heart  to  inflict  a  vouud  which  was  fouud  ou  his  own 
person.* 

It  is  a  matter  of  popular  notoriefy,  both  in  "Bengal  and  in 
tlie  NortIi-We«tern  Provinces,  that  persons  intazicated  tviih 
Gutijah  are  ttabk  to  commit  acta  of  homidal  violence,  henco 
ve  find  several  casea  in  the  Reports,  iu  which  prisouera  made 
the  pica  of  intoxication  by  Ouojab  m  b  mitigation  of  their 
crimes  ;  thus — 

A  man  of  Jcasorc,  having  bceu  irritated  by  abuse  from  n 
woman  who  had  lived  with  him  for  fioine  years,  killed  her  by 
fltritciug  her  over  the  head  wilh  n  koarulte.  In  his  Faujdaree 
eonfession,  he  stated  that  he  had  entcu  Gunjah  during  the 
night,  but  could  not  state  if  bo  was  labouring  under  the 
effects  of  it  at  the  time.  To  a  certain  degree,  this  assertion 
wan  supported  by  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses,  who  found 
biin,  shortly  nAer  the  murder,  lying  down  iu  some  thatching 
grass  with  hia  teeth  clenehod,  aud  stupefied.  The  Jud^jcs  con- 
sidered that  the  crime  wu  comioittcd  in  the  heat  of  blood 
and  passed  ftontencc  accordingly .t  One  Nund  Lall,  of 
Jubbulpore,  when  on  trial  for  hacking  his  «ifo  to  death 
with  n  sword,  stated  that,  labouring  under  an  attack  of  fever, 
he  asked  his  wife  for  some  water;  upon  ber  not  replying, 
aud  be  having  taken  gunjah,  a  fight  took  place,  apon  which 
he  killed  her  with  the  sword.     This  plea  was,  however,  fully 

•  KiMmiil  AJ»wI«l  BepoTW.   W-  W.  P«  Fcbnarx  *atb  ISM,  p.  6sa. 
t  AixMuul  Ailuwiul  K»p>iru,  Nunuabcr  SMli  laSt,  p,  C6Sa 
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rli«nfnr>tri  tf  the  «riMaee  of  -winn  ti.  rvtio  iLimjBJitett  Ibb 
M  not  eiEnihitin^«ac  Traee  if'Szbcr  aiacMor  iiixaxicaxiiiK<]B 
thfir  arrivat  at  ;be  mtene  ii  -iie  atnmci:*' 

Three  vtpofvwnuireranitiBiiiizTpoiemwitiieaa  the  re&- 
jpfvq*  f!(!r«rw>ni«s M Oohonibim.  3iidaaiiratid..'uarascaud 
h^  ;«Hwrt-iine(t,  TithtHic  any  aravnenum.  oneui  rbean.  naoMd 
RMTttKnli-th,  rtrAwhiKJTVori.  aie>r  one  at' ma  comrades  bracrik- 
'm%  h\n  h<it>j  frfun  hi*  body,  and  chen.  mabm^  tbrwaxii,  de^b- 
pitAtM  thr«!«  barmiAvi  wijinea  encixeLv'  strangers  m  him.  Qb 
w»M  AOC  «rr««te'l  nntil  bis  left:  Ibreaim.  hsd  beat  cue  aS.  Qb 
^^adM  thnt  he  vaa  not  aware  of  vhoc  he  had  done ;  and,  ia. 
Att(*!nfA,  fttfiXM  that  be  bad  takea  ikang.  and  was  besdn 
htm^Alf.  >f  IK  trrtmradei,  vbo  had  kaawa.  him  &r  Itps  or  mx 
jfATi,  ntitt^  that  he  waH  a  quiet  ioolfenaive  0100,  and  was  not 
mf'TicatAd  at  the  time  ai  CHnmittins  chia  act.  nor  waa  ha 
cvAT  mrpfjtUiA  of  hein<i;  laaaae.  Before  the  3Cagirizate  ha 
Kad  mid  that  the  men  whom  he  killed  had  threatened  to 
ittrikA  him.     He  waa  senteiK^  ta  t>ea£a.t 

One  Rnttfift,  of  Snninzonre,  who  had  iatrizued  with  ano- 
thf.T  man'4  miii'rem,  wa^  tried  Aad.  ionnd  ^nilrr  of  having 
killed  the  w>inan  in  a  jaogic,  diimembering  the  body,  and 
robhin^  it  of  ita  omamenca.  In  faii  fonjdaree  coofeauon,  he 
aaid  that  he  killed  hia  victim  under  Gaojah, — '  Gw^aA  peeiaar 
mariL'X 

One  Madar  Bokah,  of  Mirzaporc,  hacked  his  wife  to  pieces, 
inflicting  22  wonnds  with  a  sword,  probably  under  the  infla- 
tncc  of  jealiinsy;  he  confessed  the  crime,  saving  that  he  sus- 
pected the  woman  of  intidelitv,  and  that,  before  his  return 
home,  on  the  fatal  night,  a  man  gave  him  a  pill  to  eat,  it 
was   maajum  or   bhang,  and  was  very  powerful.     The  person 


*  Nix«mut  A'IbwIiiI  fbrport^,  IT.  W.  P.,  14lb  Januarj  1854,  p.  29. 

t  IM.  Ma;  3ffrd  \hr,i,  p.  STS, 

X  lli"l,  N<.T«nib«T  anth  1953,  p.  1420. 
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named  denied  altogether  that  lie  had  giveu  tlie  pill  to  the 
prii«ouer.  The  Judge  thought  it  not  imprQbn.ble  thnt  intoxi* 
cation  was  resorted  to,  purposely  to  gain  heart  for  the  deed 
vtiich  WQ8  meditated.* 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  foregoing  detnils,  that  instances  of 
RttHninff  Amoh  are  scarcely  leas  prevalent  in  this  prcaidency 
than  in  Singapore. 

lu  some  of  these  cases,  the  crime  appears  to  hare  heen 
committed  upon  some  grounds  of  prorocation,  as  in  that 
of  Uio  Up-country  man  nt  Chittngong,  which  I  have  alrendy 
f'lvtn,  and  ixx  the  following  inataoces : — A  Dacca  maa  in- 
TJted  four  boya  to  dine  with  him.  The  dinner  not  being 
ready,  ho  sat  down  to  smoke,  when  one  of  the  lada  snatched 
his  bookfth  out  of  his  hand.  Upon  thi-^,  he  seized  a  piece  of 
wood,  struck  tno  of  the  boys  ou  the  head  with  it  and  killed 
them  ;  lie  then  chased  the  other  two  into  a  house  where  he 
killed  two  other  persons.     lU  was  sentenced  to  dcftth.f 

A  man  of  Debar  hiid  words  with  his  brother,  nhoiit  the  di- 
vision of  some  property,  and,  suddenly  drawing  hia  sword, 
wounded  him.  He  then  ran  into  the  females'  apartments  and 
there  killed  hia  siaterr  his  uncle's  wife,  and  hia  brother's  wife. 
Thence  he  rushed  into  a  bouse  oppositc.and, wounding  the  wife 
of  the  owner.  t^>ok  to  the  roof,  where  he  defended  himself  with 
his  sword  for  some  time,  but  at  last  garc  himself  np  to  the  Go* 
vcrnment  Takeel,  to  whom  alone  he  said  ho  wnnld  surrender. 
His  nephews,  a  fow  days  before,  had  informed  the  jemadar, 


•  Nitnmul  AOawtuI  Ki'p"fta.  Iff.  W.  P.,  April  32i)il  18H.  ji.  43S.  5e« 
ftUo  k  cftiv  m  wlildi  on»  Kumla,  s  buckuodausr,  of  Doolundibubur,  LUIuil, 
iriUiout  any  cvidimcc  of  Mufficiunt  prorocfttion,  two  boatmen  who  inn  ferry* 
'ok  bim  kcmu  tlie  riTcr.  Tba  SewiaDs  Judga  b«U«icd  thai,  hnvini;;  Uao  u 
S  r*)tgiaiu  TMlinl  •!  Balowo,  Ui«  pruoncr  had  probtbl^  iitdulftud  In  Uony, 
or  wne  inloxicuini  luqnor-Huri,  bdog  Mmponrily  cadted,  nos  irrilaicd  tijr 
til*  ilowMM  uf  lh«  1MB.  Ho  wu  HUMMSi  l«  dsstb.— All/,  July  tMh  1853, 
{lSM. 

t  Polkw  Bvpori,  L.  P.,  1M«,  p.  47. 
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tWt  Wii  sadevHiBBBe;  bot,  on  the  jemsdsr  going  to  lusi, 
W  £d  not  find  aaytkmg  ^putnt)^  the  mmktcr  with  him.* 

Otw  Madhoo  Puidfth.  s  BnhaiiB  of  CuttAck,  kariti';  been 
proUbited  br  a,  faawd  frmn  cohabiting  with  a  commoa  pra»- 
titBtt  m  her  booa^  estercd  the  Imme  armed  with  a  airord, 
ktUed  the  ba«d  and  one  of  her  women,  and  iojared  thne 
Othen,  hacking  them  tn  a  frigfatftil  maoner.i' 

Bam  Sinfb,  kanldar  in  the  Kumaon  Battalioo,  atatioaed 
at  X>chr%  in  the  Doon,  betBg  acated  io  the  orderly  nam  vitb 
the  otiKT  natire  officers  of  the  rcg:iroenC,  -where  they  were 
WTiting  ibnr  dail/-  report,  ntddeDiv  rose  and  stmi^  oae  Nar- 
deb,  acuag  haviUUr,  three  blows  from  behind  with  s  koolc- 
ree.  Nardeb  died  on  tbo  apot.  The  priaoiier  then  raahtd 
aboat  aad  wosaded  two  eepor*  of  the  corps.  At  the  or^nt 
appeal  of  the  other  eepoya,  be  threw  dowo  lii^  vrnpoo  and 
aoneadered.  It  »aa  alleged  that  the  dcccaMd  bad  debauch- 
ed tbe  pmooer'a  wife,  and  thos  dishonored  his  hoaae.  After 
hie  arrest,  prtsoner  said — '*  I  have  killed  one,  another  yet 
Tcnaint/'t 

KuUooa,  of  AllT^hor,  confcswd,  when  apprehended,  that  he 
had  killed  his  wife  with  a  sword,  [catting  her  almost  to  pieces,) 
because  he  suspected  her  of  an  iotrigue  vitb  hta  brother ;  the 
tnunediste  cause  of  bit  comniittiug  tlie  act  being,  that  aha 
Itsd  mixed  some  excrement  in  water  which  she  gave  Iiim  to 
drink.  He  also  wounded  bia  nephew  very  sererelT,  merely, 
he  stud,  because  be  liappcucd  to  be  sway  at  the  time,  »ndt)iat 
hnd  any  other  person  come  in  his  way,  be  ebonld  have 
attacked  bim  also^ 

A  rery  remu-kabte  case  of  Rnnnxng  Amok  in  which  no 
motive  could   be  dlseorered,  was  tried,  a  few  years  nnce. 


■  FoEko  Kvpotta,  lomr  Protmn*,  1H8,  p.  11. 
t  Xitunnt  Jt^antBl  Report*,  OtfltiorXitli  1S03.  luHU. 
:   Niunui  Adswlui  R<.-|i«ri!>,  N.  W,  P.,  l>M«isb«r  Ssd  1U3,  p.  U2S, 
$  thid.  DnMttbw  SmI  19S9,  |>.  IMt. 
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MorsJiibad.  It  nppenrod  that,  n  number  of  persons  bcin^ 
UBScmblcd  at  ulxmt  miil-ilay  witliin  the  enclosure  of  tlie 
ciitclicrry  of  Amroah,  one  Bhow  seized  the  sword  of  a  bar- 
liuadaiiE  anil  rushed  round  the  building,  cuttiug  nt  every 
person  whom  he  met.  He,  in  lhi»  way,  wounilei]  no  less 
than  fifteen  persons,  — chuprassccs,  prisouers,  mohurrcrs,  and 
i^tJiew**.  with  none  of  -whom  he  had  nny  enmity — three  of 
them,  howcTcr,  ciidcarourcd  to  atop  him.  lie  waa  seized, 
wiih  aome  difficulty,  by  two  men,  one  of  whom  wounded  liim. 
with  a  bayouct.  The  Sessious  Judge  postponed  the  trial 
three  moalhii ;  the  medical  uflicer  waa  thus  enabled  to  watch 
the  prisoner  for  five  months,  and  deposed  that  he  considered 
him  to  1)e  sune  ;  that  the  only  peculiarity  be  ever  observed 
ill  him  was  n  disiuclinntion  to  enter  intoeonvcrsation  ;  that 
he  usually  aat  in  a  sileut  and  sullcu  manner,  as  he  was 
sitting  in  Court  at  the  tiuaeof  his  (witness)  bcingcxuniucd ; 
that  nothing  had  ever  passed  which  would  lead  Iiiui  to 
suppose  that  the  prisoner,  in  so  sitliug  sdent  and  ftulleu, 
was  acting  A  part ;  and  tliat,  as  far  as  he  had  opportunities 
of  judging,  (nod  he  saw  the  prisoner  within  half  au  hour  of 
the  assault,)  ho  was  capable  of  knowing  that,  in  wonuding 
the  persons  in  question,  he  was  committing  acts  forbidden 
by  the  law  of  the  land.  [The  Superior  Court  observed  that 
the  Sessions  Judge  should  not  have  questioned  the  medical 
officer  as  to  whether  the  prisoner  was  or  was  not  responsible 
for  his  actions.  Thla  woa  a  point  fur  legal  decision  ou  tito 
evidence.] 

The  prisoner,  on  being  examined  by  the  Magistrate,  de- 
posed, that  the  deity  had  made  him  use  the  sword  ;  that 
the  deity  likewise  wounded  him  ;  that  a  tawfftrz  found  on 
his  person  was  made,  two  years  previously,  to  give  him 
bravery;  and  that  he  bud  had  an  addition  made  to  thn  tawees 
lately,  lie  afterwards  suid  that  he  wished  to  kill  the  Mii- 
gistrHtc^  and  again,  that  he  intended  to  lull  that  oOicer'a 

3  w 
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Ob  tarbl,W  JcMJ  crer^tUB^.  Varioiu  witacaam, 
■ikif  is  tW  nae  vfll^a  vitk  the  pmoner,  aod  ta  thow 
id,  ■■aBgrt  then,  hKcm  Inodwr,  iepomeA  to  te 
brodKr  added,  Iwvrrer,  th«tke  ms  ia  the  Itabit 
***  *!*— »«^  Li— aff  «***»— .»ii»  joBT  or  fire  dsjt  wiUkmlI 
brokber  depoeed  to  hb  not  bciDg  aanc 
itatod  tiut.  oa  bong  fint  mdmitted  to  tV 
j4  tbe  pcnoMT  £d  »ot  appear  to  be  nne,  but  tku,  nfter 
■MM  tiBK,  be  became  iol  It  wu  shown  that,  pcetipm  to 
Bmmam§  Amak^  tba  piiwBer  bad  taken  off  his  opper  dotbiag 
■nI  pidcd  ap  bb  leio*,  as  tbott^  about  to  wrestle.  One  of 
the  vhacaMi  itf  oiril  that  be  tmrn  the  pmoner  cut  a  tree 
wttb  bis  need;  the  JodgNCODcnrred  in  beUerinic  that  the 
«as  periedlT  sane  at  the  tiaie  he  committed  the 
aad  seateoccd  him  to  impriHHUMnt  for  life  in  trao»- 
It  does  not  appear  to  hare  become  a  matter  of 
tnqatnr  wbellMr  this  maa  «ae  in  the  habit  of  smoking 
beaip,  or  vat  nnder  the  tnfinence  of  dnt^  when  this  out- 
bteak  occurred.* 

Hm  nMMt  sin^Imr  feature  ia  this  class  of  cases,  is  the  im- 
palse  vhacft,  almost  ioiariaU;,  m^ea  the  pcisooecs,  aAer  hav- 
i^  satiated  tbeir  Tengcanee,  to  cootioue  tbetr  bsroe  upon 
unoffending  peraoBS.  It  is  erident  that  do  peculiar  opiuiuns 
of  leli^o,  or  custom,  or  class  csn  prevail  in  these  cases ;  for 
VB  find  the  crime  perpetrated,  under  predsety  similar  ctreum- 
staBcaa,  by  the  Up.coiintrT  Rajpoot,  the  Bengalee,  and  tbo 
Malar  of  Singapore.  Ail  that  these  men  eaa  be  said  to  hare 
ia  common  is,  that  their  natures  are  revengeifal,  that  tbev  lire 
nnder  a  tropical  ran,  and  are  hnbituntcd  to  cxoesa  in  the  uae 
of  intoxicating  dmgs.  Carefullr  sifted,  it  it  probable  that 
the  genendit;  of  these  cases  would  be  found  to  be  depen- 
dant upon  the  last  mentioned  fact. 

■  KlMMM  Adawtet  Bcpnrt,  H.  W-  P^  l«l  Ka^  ISU,  |i.  IK 
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I  Rnd,  in  the  printed  Reports,  several  cases  of  trial  for 
Murder  both  iu  Beogul  and  Up.couiitnr,  coimuUted  by 
known  Gvi\jnA  Smokers.  In  1893,  a  Mussulmaun  was 
tried,  at  Backcrgunge,  for  murdering  Iiia  wife,  by  frequent 
blows  with  a  puW  anueJ  at  one  end  with  a  flut  piece  of  iron. 
Uis  mother  and  all  the  neighbours  saiil  that  the  prisoner  had 
not  been  iu  his  ri^ht  miud  for  8  or  10  Aayi  previous  to  the 
murder.  He  was,  however,  quite  capable  of  t^iviiig  bis  own 
defence,  and  was  sultitncutly  in  his  right  mind  to  plend 
Insanity,  and  to  assert  that  jealousy  had  nnsctlled  bis  miud. 
The  confessions,  before  t)ie  darognh  and  before  the  magistmto, 
were  so  ueartv'  simiUr  that  a  translation  of  either  of  them 
wonUl  suffice.*  This  man  remniried,  for  two  }'ears,  in.  the 
Dacca  Lunatie  Asylam.  Dr.  Green  stated  that,  upon  the  man's 
adaiisMon  there,  he  thought  bim  quite  insane,  lie  suffered 
fiom  Cholera  and  D^rscntery  about  8  months  suhsetiuent  to 
the  murder,  after  which  he  began  to  answer  wheu  addressed, 
{which  he  did  not  do  at  6rst,]  and  left  oft  his  previous  mad 
actions,  ani),  for  some  months  previous  to  his  discharge, 
behnrcd  himself  quietly  and  rationally.  Dr.  Green  therefore 
recommended  him  for  release.  Dr.  Oroeu  understood  that 
be  was  n  Gunjah  Smoker,  and  thought  it  probable  that  he 
was  subject  to  fits  of  madness  before  admission  into  the 
Insane  Hospital.     Tbo  prisoner  was  aequitted.f 

III  1852,  a  Natiro  policeman  was  tried  at  Moorshednbad, 
for  the  murder  of  another  bnrkundftus,  his  companion,  with 


*Shaketpe«r'i  t«(t  of  incmnit}-,  In^iud  upon  bjr  Sir  II.  UaUiiri— 

My  puUo  Bf  yoiir't  doifa  Mnper«t«ly  liMp  tioso, 
Anil  ninkvfl  as  hrolllifij  nuutic     ti  is  not  mulneiB 
TiMi  I  listr  iiUonxl :  bfing  no  lo  lh»  l^it. 
Awl  /  the  matter  vtff  rt-KQr4,  itAith  madtitu 
ITamU  famha/fum .'— Hsmbt,  A«t  liU,  &o«av  4. 
t  Niiuuul  Ailnw^lia  Kr|KirU.  voL  Ir.,  pu  9M. 
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whom  he  appears  to  have  had  no  previous  qaarrel.     A  maa 
who  was  in  hia  custody    stated  that  the  prisoner,   and 
deceased  were  sleeping  in  a  thannah,  when  the  prisoner 
suddenly  called  out  that  he  (prisoner)  had  been  bitten  by  a 
snake.    The  witness  saw  a  snake  pass  by  hia  bed  near  to  the 
charpaee  of  the  prisoner,  who  cat  it  into  pieces  with  a  sword ; 
after  which,  at  his  request,  the  witness  prepared  tobacco  for 
the  prisoner  to  smoke,  and  returned  to  bed.     Before  he  was 
asleep,  he  heard  deceased  give  an  alarm  that  he  was  mur- 
dered, and,   getting  up,  saw  the  prisoner  strike  deceased 
with  a  sword.     The  deceased  died  from  his  wounds  fifteen 
days  subsequently.     Dr.  Keane  examined  the  prisoner,  and 
reported  him  to  be  sane.     The  judges  decided  that  it  was  in 
evidence  that  the  prisoner  was  addicted  to  smoking  Gunjah, 
and   that,   shortly   before  the  murder  was   committed,   a 
chillum  of  tobacco  had  been  prepared  for  him.     Whether 
there  was  Gunjah  or  other  stupefying  drug  in  the  tobacco 
was  not  known,  but  that  he  was  probably  under  the  influence 
of  this  drug  at  the  time,  and  that  the  sight  and  effort  of 
killing  the  snake  may  have  added  to  his  excitement.     In  the 
absence  of  any   ascertainable   motive   for  the   act,    it    was 
regarded  as  committed  in  a  temporary  fit  of  insanity,  arising 
from    excessive  amoking   of  gunjah.      The    prisoner     was 
therefore  sentenced  to  be  impriaoned  in  transportation  for 
life* 

One  Baba  Ramdoss,  an  aged  byragee  of  Saugor,  without 
any  ascertainable  reason,  attacked  a  young  child,  which  was 
lying  sick,  with  a  knotted  stick  and  beat  it  to  death,  frac- 
turiog  its  skull.  It  appeared,  from  the  evidence  of  the 
Kotwar,  that  the  byragee  was  in  the  habit  of  using  intoxi- 
cating drugs,  and  it  was  stated  that,  when  the  stick  was 
taken  away  from  him,  he  appeared  to  be  infuriated.     The 


•  NizuDiut  Adttwlut  Kt^purtti,  vuL  ii.,  part  2,  |),  676. 
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prisoner  vrna  pliiced  under  the  observntiun  of  llie  Civil 
Surgeon,  who  deposed  thnt  the  mnn's  intellect  Iiad  become 
cotiHiderably  clouiled  hj  continued  iudulgeuco  in  iutoxi* 
cntiiig  drugs;  and  that,  indeed,  he  was  nlmost  an  imbecile. 
JJc  was  sciitcnccil  to  imprisonmcDt  for  life  in  irona.* 

Dra^i/tnif  mlh  DatQorah. — We  haira  seen  thnt,  apart  from 
the  Duracrons  cases  of  Thuggee  b;  Poison,  wliich  occur  in 
Iiidin,  \i  is  prohnblc  that  Diitourak  is  occasionally  employed 
hr  dcaigning  persons  hs  n  means  of  controlling  the  ftctions 
of  those  ngaiiiiit  %rhom  thoy  entcrtniu  nefnrious  dosigas.  It 
is  a  matter  of  common  report,  nithougk  I  hitvcuot  been  able 
to  oblitin  nny  perfectly  indisputable  eridcnce  of  the  existence 
of  such  a  custom,  that  slutr  poisoning  liv  Dntournh  is  praclised 
by  unprincipled  Natives  upon  aged  and  weak-minded  relatives 
Rud  others  whom,  ou  account  of  their  vrcallh  or  for  other  rea- 
sons, tbcT  are  anxious  to  reduce  to  a  state  of  utter  helpless- 
nesH  imd  imbecility.  Coses  of  this  description  would^  of 
CQurK:,  demand  the  physiciaa's  utmost  cauliou  and  acumen. 

The  following  remarkable  case  was  reported  in  1853,  by 
Baboo  BuddcnchuudcrCbowdree,  of  lloog  lily. — "Uhuttachar- 
jec,  a  student,  a  resident  of  Umbiks.  in  Ea^t  Burdwan,  passed 
his  early  dnvs  in  the  enjoyment  of  gay  and  pleasant  company, 
hia  chief  engagement  being  music,  singing,  &c.  He,  like 
bis  companions,  was  in  tlieliabit  of  smoking  hemp  in  repeated 
chillums  till  intoxication  tras  produccfl.  On  the  31st  of 
December  1848,  while  under  the  eGTcct  of  the  drug,  a  cousin 
of  his  took  advantage  of  his  atato,  and  administered  to  him 
some  Oatoorah  seeds,  to  deepen  and  prolong  the  inebriation, 
perhaps  to  serrc  some  evil  motire  arising  from  family  dis* 
putes  theu  existing  betveeu  them.  The  deed  being  imme< 
diiitely  brought  to  light,  he  waa  carried  out  of  the  inner 
apartments  in  a  senseless  state  and  treated  with  some  sootb- 


■  NiMinut  Aiiawlul  Ilvpurb,  If.  W.  P.,  FvWukrj  2ikI  l«fi4,  p.  «S. 


Vnm  tbat  cia^  be  pamti 
tboi^ti  rvriag, 
TW  iant  noak:  mJ 
■ee  Ukes   Uie  peatest    pli  muh, 
U  CDBdiDrt  hiB,be  aboved  imDt 
I  aft  oae  time  Bud  beeaaM  Ttoientl; 
fmimm  at  laaKks;  mm^*^  md  Utin*  tbc  p3Io«v  and  dotks^ 
iBd  fca^aeafly  ittMifted  te  isjiire  ut  penoo  who  Teatiuvd 
l»  g»  BBir  !■&     Be  wu  faroo^bt  hoc  ia  irons,  and  fbowed 
ciVT  wffcjM  a(  Tiatcace,  faBtii^  Uie  troa^  i^aUinc,  gnn. 
MBSfhaikia^  Iwaluig  aad  sknting.    Tbo  lacceas  which 
had  attcaded  the  Ueatanat  idopt«d  ia  lome  o^  my  fonaer 
«Me>  ladaeed  Me  to  trj  it  abo   in   the   pment  instaoM- 
I  mtmiimtfir  had  Ae  fatieaCs  head  >b>T««t  aad  direetod 
huB  la  be  pai   ta  a  jpaaifa   of  wann    water,  lad   aereral 
imbm  of  cold  water,  from  the  dnun  of  a  tenan;,  to  be  poarcd 
OTtr  bk  bead  twice  a  day,  aoraiag  and  ereaing  ;  two  drope 
ofciataa  aO,  *kh  a  little  aof  v,  to  be  iwaUowed  evtry  tBont* 
»g  iMtU  bt  cottld  b«  Cftal}-  preraikd  ii|mi  to  take  other 
■eJiiiati,  aad  a  gnia  of  iBor|dua  to   be   repeated   eTvTjr 
aifht  at  iatemU  of  two  boun,  nntil  be  should  &IJ  asleep. 
During  tbe  first  week,  the  state  of  the  patkat  «u  lUmost 
italinoirj  ;  bat,  at  the  end  of  that  tine,  then  were  evideo  t 
m»A»  of  improretaent,  his  miad  began  to  ngnn  ita  reaaon- 
iag  power,  and  he  commencvd  olccftoe  stMoe  nights  without 
the  opiate."* 

fmeMtifmiom  Seriate*  aUfge^  to  have  been  committed  u  the 
Hetirimm  rf Fewtr,  wider  the  trritation  of  Severe  Pain,  Afc.— 
Allusion  has  been  already  made,iu  tbeseoountof  Ur.  Willcie's 
esM^  p.  539  and  at  p.  SdO,  to  tustauces  in  vbieh  tii«  alleged 


*  S«r  ■  rrmirtiHr  ea»  in  wbkli  «  taan  uf  GofnaJipnr*  wh  rvo^irtad  of 
d*-WCt<<v  •  t>fc«>«  hBmh»M  villi  DUoocUi,  n>l«r  p«M«aM  Aft-iin^  * 
■wtthM  of  iba  bMiljr  who  wMt  Ibmm— Klnaut  Atkitlui  Uciwru,  2f .  W'.  P.. 
April  3tod  IU4.  p.  4tl. 
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fnotoflhe  crime  Wing  comniittetl  tinder  the  tleliriuin  of  fcTCr 
vrn»  pleaded  lu  niitigntion.     lu  1814,  r  man  kiilcd  his  wife,  nt 
Moratlabad,  by  strikiug  her  on  the  neck  with  ft  swonl,  nearly 
HCTcnu)c  her  bead  from  her  body.      He  soon  aflerwanls  made 
A  coTifuacd  and  incoherent  confession,  stating  thnt  he  had 
been  ill  with  fcrcr  for   10  dnys,  and  tliat  he  had  killed  his 
wife  because  she  had  refused  to  bring  him  some  water,    Be- 
fore the  magistrate,  his  confession  was  more  clear  and  cir- 
cumAtnntiftl.     Ui*  wife,  he  said,  had  several  times  absconded 
from  him,  and  was  ia  the  habit  of  sleeping  at  tlic  bonwfl  of 
other  people;  that  she  behaved  disobediently  to  him  on  all 
occasions,  but  especially  so  on  the  day  of  her  death,  when 
he  asked  her  to  do  something  aud  she  refused  ;   tliat,  being 
afllieted  at  the  timCj  with  a  ferer  and  ague,  wliicli  affected 
bis  sensea,  and  being   greatly  irritated   at  her  insulting  be- 
haviour,  he  sciied  a  sword,   and   struck  her  on   the  back  of 
the  neck      Tho  Judges,  being  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner 
was  under  the  influence  of  a   paroxysm  of  ferer  at  tho  time 
of  his  committing  the  homicide,  directed  that  he  should  be 
immediately  released.* 

In  \rarcb  1851,  a  man  was  sentenced  to6  months' imprison- 
ment for  baring  throvn  a  billet  of  Wght  wood  at  bis  wife 
(who  was  inatlcntire  to  his  request  to  light  a  lire  for  him) 
when  he  was  sulfcring  from  fever,  aud  ruptured  her  spleen, 
which  was  discascd.t 

One  Dataram  was  tried  at  Delhi  for  the  murder  of  his 
mother  and  cousin,  and  with  wounding  with  iuteut  to  murder 
his  two  brothera,  with  a  sword.  It  was  obscurely  shown, 
thnt  there  had  been  a  familyqiiarrcl  about  the  prisoner's  wife; 
with  whose  behaviour,  appareutly  in  connection  with  one  of 
his  brothers,  he  would  seem  to  hare  been  dissatisfied.  Amongst 
the  priacipal  witnesses  were  his  two  brothers,  the  man  w  Kom 
he  attempted  to  kill,  and  his  aunt,  the  mother  of  the  little 


*  MscnHghtcn.  roL  L  p..  901. 
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girl,  his  cousiu,  whom  he  murdered.     These,  on  the  otha 
handj  deposed  that  he  had  been  suETering  from  fever,  and 
that,  in  the  delirium  of  fever,  he  had  used  his  sword  againd 
the  members  of  his  own    family,  with    vboni   be  had  no 
quarrel  whatever.  The  witnesses  at  the  thannah  confession  of 
the  prisoner  declared  that  he    was  in  the  full  possession  of 
h\^  scases  at  the  time  he  appeared  before  them  ;  the  plea  of 
delirium  was  not  advanced  until  aftewards.  The  Civil  Sureeoa 
deposed  that  he  was  decidedly  of  souud  miad,  and   thit, 
Laving  had  him  under  his  observation  from   within  a  few 
days  after  the  perpetration  of  the  crime  up    to    the    time 
of  trial,  he  did  not  think  it  likely  that  he  had  been  deliriooa 
simply  from  fever,  and  had,  in  consequence,  been  impelled 
to  murder  his  mother  and  cousin.     He  did  not  think  it  pro- 
bable that  a  man  in  the  delirium  of  fever  would   commit  a 
murder  which  he  would  not  have  committed  if  he  had  been  in 
health ;  because  a  patient,  labouring  under  fever,  aad  delirioos 
at  the  same  time,  i^t  almost  always  so  debilitated  that  he  cannot 
get  up  or  walk  steadily  ;  and,  if  lie  had  the  desire  to  commit 
murder,  he  could  not  have  the  necessary  degree   of  physical 
strength  or  cunning  to  effect  it.  This  man  got  up  in  the  night, 
took  a  sword,  and  nearly  severed  from  her  body  the  head  of 
his  cousin,  a  little  girl  eight  or  nine  years  of  age,  and  inflicted 
one  other  wound  onher  person.  He  then  murdered  his  mother, 
wounding  her  in  six  places  with  the  same  sword;   and,  after 
rushing  from  the  house,  wounded  his  two  brothers,    and  was 
immediately  apprehended.     [It  must  be  noted  here,  however, 
that,  taking  into  account  the  various  acute  disorders  of  the 
brain,  which  might  be  characterised,  in  non-medical  evidence, 
as  "  Fever"  and  "  Delirium,"  it  would  not  be  safe  to  attempt 
to  establish  it  as  a  general  rule  that  persons  actually  so  aflFect- 
nl  could  ucither  will  nor  execute  deeds  of  frantic  violence.] 
Tlic  |pli'fl  of  Delirium  was  not  credited— Sentence — Death.*. 

•  M,. lit  A.liiwlui  U.-iKTis,  N.  W.  P.,  A«gu»i  IS 


The  practical  (itiestions  involved  ia  these  cases  nre — 1st. 
Whether  it  ia  to  be  considered  that  tlie  meutal  and  bodily 
distress,  attending  Mpon  Fever,  may  be  sdoh  as  to  justify  the 
commission  of  homicide  uyou  com^arulivL-ly  slight  ciiiiscs  of 
irritution  ? — 3d.  Whether  it  U  to  be  concluded  that  mur- 
der may  be  committed,  either  with  or  without  additional 
causes  of  csoitcmcnt,  in  the  delirium  atteudiag  the  Fere rs 
of  this  or  of  other  couutriea  ? — And  3.  AY  hctbcr  it  can  bo 
jiroTcd  that  the  iodiridaal  was  actually  labouring  under  the 
delirium  of  Fever  at  the  lime  when  he  inflicted  the  injury  ? 

(1.)  Every  one  who  ha«  suffered  from  tho  Fever  of  this 
country  must  retain  a  vivid  rccollecttoa  of  the  great  menbil 
diitrcfis  and  irritability  which  accompanied  the  attack ;  still 
it  would,  assuredly,  be  dangerous  to  establisb  the  precedeut 
that  murder, — inflicted  upon  slight  causes  of  irritation  by 
persons  suffering  from  Fever,  hut  who  arc  not  absolutely 
delirious, — is  excusable. 

(2.)  A  person  who  is  actually  delirious  in  Fever  caDOOt, 
of  course,  be  held  respoosible  for  his  actions.  It  is  not 
generally  considered  by  medical  men,  in  this  or  in  other 
countries,  that  persons  suffering  frou  Fe7er  are  dangerous  to 
others.  In  our  Jails  and  iu  the  Hospital  wards  at  home, 
such  patients  lie  beside  other  sick.;  and,  although  it  occa- 
aioiiatly  happens  that  a  fever  patient  rises  from  his  bed,  in 
the  height  of  delirium,  and  becomes  unruly,  even  this  is  not 
▼ery  frequent — and  instances  of  dangeroUH  violence  Ic  oihir$ 
are  extremely  rare.  The  violence  committed  Xty  dcliriuuii  per- 
SODS  probably  bears  with  it,  in  all  cases,  the  manifest  evi- 
dences of  ircationality  and  delusion ;  and  is  scarcely,  if 
at  all,  remembered  by  the  patieuta  when  the  attack  passes 
off.  The  plea  of  delirium,  as  an  excuse  for  undue  re- 
taliation upon  a  real  offence,  the  nature  of  which  the 
individual  clearly  recoUecta,  must,  therefore,  be  received 
with  great  caution  aud  suspicion.    There  are,  however,  an 
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mfortiiDftte  cUu  of  esses,  in  vbich  excess,  exposure,  nndae 
mental  cxcitemcttt,  kligfat  or  commcncitig  inSamtnation  of 
tbc  mrmbnnes  of  tbe  braia,  or  ordiuarr  Ferer,  nctinK  upoo 
a  CDDKtitution  m  «liich  Intanitj'  is  linking,  matr  lead  to 
&iglitful  Ttolence,  eren  vhile  the  eridences  of  l>odilT  and 
even  of  mental  disorder  are  Terr  far  indeed  short  of  thoK 
duplaj-ed  lA  orditiuy  febrile  dcliriom.  In  e  ciue  where 
then  VH  reason  to  belicro  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
above  causes  were  op«ratiTe,  my  patient  answered  question* 
correctly,  and  appeared  to  have  considerable  power  of  aelf- 
control,  bat  his  ideas  were  tmcalcnt,  and  he  so  frequently 
alladffd  to  speahng  and  subbing,  that  I  thonght  it  right  to 
place  all  weapons  out  of  his  way,  and  to  take  meaaaiva  for 
coercing  him,  if  necessary, — which,  howcrcr,  was  fortunately 
not  the  case. 

In  cases  of  this  kind,  however,  the  physical  canae  of 
mental  aberration  will  remain,  for  some  days  at  least,  after 
the  Tiolenrebas  been  comnnitted.  The  eridences  of  losaottr 
may  be  temporary  and  of  short  duration,  but  those  of 
arachnitis  or  bniin  fcrer  will  oaly  pau  off  under  treatment. 

(3.)  Should  it  happen  that  an  act  of  homicidal  violence 
bad  been  committed  in  the  dcliriom  of  Fctct,  it  will  ho 
oeceasary,  and  could  rarely  be  difficult  to  proTe,tbat  the  Fever 
had  coQtioued  subsequently  to  that  act,  and  the  chsractenslto 
features  of  the  disease  shonid  distinguish  it,  in  the  judgment 
of  any  medical  man,  ftvm  the  excitement  remaining  after 
intemperance  or  dragging,  and  from  that  agitation  which 
may  be  expected  to  exist,  for  a  short  lime,  in  a  weak,  timid, 
or  remorseful  culprit,  whose  passions  hare  lately  been  excited 
to  the  commission  of  a  great  outrage. 

There  are  one  or  two  remarkable  cases  in  tho  Itecords  ia ' 
wliicU  tht  eirctmutance  of  the  cceutvd  Mnff  in  great   Paiut 
at    or  ahottt    the    time   at  which    htt   commUied  the   violence 
hot  Aem  regarded  tu  miiigatory.     In  16212,  a  mnn,— who  had 
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been  long  suffering  under  tbe  tortures  of  rheumatinn,*  and 
was  uiinblc  to  mo«-e  about^  liaTing  asked  hi»  nifc  for  some 
wnter  to  diink,  nliicb  she  refused  to  give,  &t  the  miiik!  time 
raakiug  use  uf  vcrj  grout  aiid  improper  Iniiguagc  towarda 
him, — WHS  provoked  to  such  a  degree  thut  he  took  up  a 
pinrah,  (a  wooden  stool  on  which  the  lower  chiss  of  Natives 
sit,)  and  threw  it  »t  her  ;  it  struck  lict  on  tlic  hcnd  tuid  killed 
her.  They  njifieured  to  have  lived  htipiiHy  before  this  afTuir 
occurred.  It  was  decided  that  there  did  not  eeeoi  to  have 
been  au  inteotiou  to  kill.  The  prisoner  was  crippled  viilh 
rheumatism  at  the  time,  and  ■till  remnincd  in  a  siukly  statej 
the  act,  howcTcr,  was  rather  a  fla\age  one.  He  was  scoten- 
ced  to  five  years'  imprisonmcnt.t 

In  185l>  a  similar  case  occurred  at  Bajfihnbye,  in  which 
n  oinn  was  tried  for  killing  a  girl,  six  or  seven  years  old, 
who  had  teaxed  him,  by  fracturiug  her  skull  with  a  piece 
of  wood  or  board  used  aa  a  stool  forBitLiugon,  and  commoa- 
ly  called  a  "pinrah."  It  was  proved  that  the  prisoucr  bad,  for 
four  or  five  years  previously,  been  l»bounng  under  sererc 
gnawing  pains,  iu  the  interior  and  lower  pari  of  the  ahdumeu, 
(probably  the /wefjrAcoJ  so  well  described  by  Dr.  T.  W.  Wilson) 
which  Mr.  Bedford  the  Civil  Surgeon  was  satisfied  were  not 
feigned.  His  relations  all  deposed  tlint,  since  the  pruo  came 
on,  he  bad  done  no  boaineaa,  and  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
applying  or  pressing  the  pinrah  to  his  atomnch  when  the  pain 
was  excessive.  Mr.  Bedford  considered  Unit,  on  a  pcriodi* 
cnl  ciLiicerlMition  of  disease,  in  a  state  of  intense  irrita> 
bility,  tbe  prisoner  might  lose  his  self-command,  and  be 
guilty  of  nn  act  which,  at  another  time,  he  would  not 
have  committed.  He  was  sentenced  to  seven  years'  impH- 
soameiitt 

*  Tlwptin  ta  IhvrliroBiciluraBMItfmorUiUMSslry  iigvoorftll/MKrslgfe 
in  It*  rhanwur. 
t  ^iMciiKghMii,  ToL  ii,  p.  I9S.  \  N.  A.  Rvp^rlis  vvt  L  oT  I8»t,  p.  1 1M. 
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Tht  PUa  «/  IntoMKotUu. — In  eaies  of  bonucide  and  woaod- 
tit|;,  ft  plea  of  IntoxicatioD  U  not  ndmitted  br  the  Uabo* 
mcdan  Lav  to  bar  cxctDplaiy  pUDiskmciit ;  but,  nndn*  ip^ 
cikl  circiUDSUiioetj  it  ia  coiuidered  a  ground  of  laitigatiofi  by 
cb«  Nisamat* 

DnPtketmt9$  »«  the  Army. — Article  17  of  tbe  Articles  of 
Wot  of  tb«  £ut  India  Company  directs  that — 

"  Any  Officer  m\to  tlikll  be  toand  Dniolc  oa  Bujr  duty  mdn  uvu, 
JaAaimnictioatbcrcof  before  » General  C«un  UartuJ,  U  oMiwrcd." 

Tbe  Military  Law  makes  do  reoerTation  witfa  recanl  to 
tbe  catuc  of  tbe  Intoxication.  Captaiu  Simmotirt'  mt>, 
"  Ic  it  beld  that  the  offence  of  being  Dniuk  ou  Duty  it 
complete  when  an  Officer  or  Soldier  is  found  Drvnk,  wbetbtx 
tinder  the  influence  of  liquor,  opiDm^  or  other  intoucaUDg 
dmg  or  thing."  Major  Hough  adds,  that—"  It  matierv  not 
what  the  quantity  taken  may  \ic,  if  crcr  so  lutie,  and  the 
Soldier  be  druuk,  he  is  punishable.''^ 

It  is,  howerer,  doubtless,  open  to  the  jadgment  of  erery 
Court  to  receive  circnm stances  in  mitigatiouof  such  chargo^ 
as  grounds  for  recommend atiou  to  mercy. 

A  line  of  defence  not  nnfrcqiicntly  adhered  to  in  trioJa  for 
Dmnkcnncss,  especially  in  tropical  countries  is,  that  tbe  ac- 
cused haTe  previously  differed  from  injury  to  tbe  head,  or  from 
8UU  stroke  or  brain  ferer,  the  result  of  exposure  (o  the  inleiise 
heat  uf  ilie  climate ;  and  that,  consequently,  they  hhvo  become 
liable  to  lutoxicaliou  af^er  taking  exceedinf  1y  small  or  mo- 
derate quantities  of  iriuc  or  spirit.^     1  am  awnre  that  many 

•  Mu-ftmf;lilnt,  »riL  i,  \itAtx. 
t  F>g*  963  w  qtioiMl  hj  Ifauch,  p^  XM.  3  tM. 

I  Dr.  Taylor  My*  thnt,  "  In  lli(u«  c«m«  *kcrc  th  Iwad  ks«  remtrd  taj 
pkyural  jnjury,  n*  it  ufu-n  bippen«  wiUi  «fMbr*  and  mJIoti.  Dmnkrnapu. 
et^n  then  *xiBtii<g  IA  a  dighKxu-nt.  prodiiM*  •nEftctimM  ■  fit  of  Twnpor wy 
laanailjr,  loniinii  tbe  iubiI  clear  wImii  tlia  drunltrn  At  b  anr.  The  law 
imkat  IM  dlitinctjaa  faotwrn  ibU  >t3t»  aail  untinarjr  OrukwmiMBH*  althw^ 
jnriM  AMaalMulty  thow,  by  ihnir  *«r(UeU,  that  mm«  diffisvoM  oaght 
■ade."    (Sm  caMa  ia  Albon  «M.) 


I 
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■trict  officers  entirely  ignore  tlic  validity  oftliia  plen — main- 
taining that  men  tbua  circuiostnnced,  knowing  that  their 
own  clmractera  and  the  welfare  of  the  scrricc  arc  nt  stake, 
should  altogether  abstaiii.  On  the  other  hand,  facts  are, 
from  time  tu  time,  observed  which  render  it  qucstioti&ble 
irliether  certain  of  these  unfortunate  caaes  should  not,  on 
metiiciil  grounds,  meet  with  a  more  lenient  judgment :  thus^ 
It  nil!  be  geucrallj'  admitted  that  persons  who  have  suf> 
fered  from  severe  injuries  to  the  head,  coup  de  soteH,  or 
arfkchnitii),  are  frequently  left  extremely  sasceptible  1o  the 
operation  of  all  causes  of  ccrchr&l  excitement,  and  especially 
to  that  by  alcoholic  drinks.  To  this  principle  may,  undoubted* 
ly,  he  added  the  fact,  that  there  ia  a  set  of  cases  in  which  the 
patient  snITers  from  a  morbid  and  irresistible  propensity  for 
alcoholic  liquors.  1  have  nddoced  the  most  recent  observa- 
tioQs  upon  this  "  Oinomania,"  in  tbc  tubjoined  note  and  in 
the  Appcndii.*"  The  occurrence  of  this  abnormal  condition 
docs  not  appear  to  be  very  frequent.  Still  the  facta  adduced 
by  Dr.  Guialaiu  and  others  deserve  the  careful  attention  of 

*  "Druiikvnni'u."  >»}■>  ]>r.  (luiilain.  "  mny  praiont  iunlf  as&n  msptiIUI 
sflbciivD,  that  is,ll  maybe  klru«  morbid  Empulw,  uul  coDatilitle  •  mnnoinitriA, 
in  all  Ills  foK'e  of  iha  term.  ]  firal  mw  ilti*  affiiction  in  >  miulo-Dutter  wh<>, 
vnty  yeAT.  or  tuniL-Unm  itriiry  two  year*,  kbrupiljr  quitted  his  Btudi«ii  to 
nlMndon  kimxilf  to  uew«i(*  ilrinking.  llo  vaa,  at  thoM  tiin*».  In  a  «tat«  of 
CAiUiDual  drankaniMM,Ustinj!io3i]r4in(int)i»,nniil  itdbappxarrtl.  m  it  wi^r* 
•nddcniy.  Tli*n  (hi*  rnan  bucjim*  avarM  to  orary  «xmmi  drank  nothing  hut 
mt>r,  Mild  BvoidMl  wlib  extreme  care  evvryihlng  Ltial  mislil  caraprvnuM  hii 
haalth  or  hi*  di|^ily.  Ia«n«  t(  lbc>«  pcrlu<l>  uf  tumidity,  fvcting  Uio  apfirvadi 
nf  his  diiiruMv,  hv  ilotniyeil  bimaclf.  It  l«  ihvrcfoti;  iniportaal  to  disliiigrui*fa 
Mania  Hbrieaa  fr»in  iho  insniMml  nxallftlion  which  in  tli«  sequela  of  hsbKuftl 
dninktiuiMS.  It  ruiaul  lit^  coDfi>i»id«l  whb  ibc  lor*  of  drink,  wbich  1*  a  rlc* 
vTnulBn'ra,  It  diffrnt  entirely  friim  tb«M  coaditiaBB  i  for  *r)ial  charucteriMs 
this  BiFBctinn  it  a  mnrbici  inclinatiun,  iu  appearaiic«  und*r  ih«  fnnn  oTiuoikh 
mania,  and  iU  purit^-uI  atutcka,  lh«  fraqufllicy  of  thv  pult*.  and  thr  marlicd 
dnbilily  of  Ibn  inl«lligrtir4i  riiiriag  Ibi)  Mlint  pvriodi  of  ibe  diM«aiL— Dr. 
Ouitlain'a  wnck  on  loMnily.  Picbyccilogtc*!  Jwunal,  April  I8SI,  {l  869.— 
Bc<mI*o  Arrtyuix  N. 
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ererjr  nnral  and  military  sargeon.  Beyond  tliiSf  t1icr«  is.  I 
nm  confldent,  a  set  of  catca  in  which  a  morbid  appetite  Tor 
alcoholic  driuks  occurs  as  a  Kymptom  of  cerebrnl  di&order. 
J  hav«  had  under  my  ovu  treatment  two  cases  iu  wbich  ttiit 
was  distinctly  obaervcd.  Both  patients  were  men  between 
30  and  40  years  of  age,  one  a  military  oOiccr,  tlio  other  a 
citil  engineer;  one  had  resided  in  India  for  sevcnd  years, 
the  other  hut  for  a  short  time;  both,  and  I  was  particular  in 
ascertaiuiug  this  point,  wero  lishitunlly  moderate  in  their 
potations  ;  one  liad  suffered,  Homc  years  previously,  froin  an 
extensive  vound  upou  tlic  vertex,  the  other  from  cerebral 
BvmptomB  which  were  evidently  severe,  but  of  which  there 
was  no  record.  I  was  acquninted  with  both  ;• — in  their  usuul 
state,  they  were  qnict  and  apparently  little  excitable.  Both 
were  attacked,  in  conscqucucc  of  undue  eiposure  to  the  soti, 
during  the  hot  season,  with  symptoms  of  cerebral  excite- 
ment cloeely  bordering  upon  acute  mania;  and  in  both  also 
the  incessant  and  peremptory  desire  for  ticcr  was  the  must 
troublesome  symptom.  Both  patients  were  scat  to  Kn^land. 
One  of  them  has  returned  to  India,  apparently  in  good  bodily 
and  menlnJ  health.  I  am  not  nwnrcof  the  ultimate  issue  of  the 
other's  cjiso.  These  were  cwdcntly  marked,  thoupb  not  ex- 
treme, cases  of  Dipsomania — depcndcnl  upon  apkysicai  comm.      g 

These  cases  are  not  given  here  lu  precedents.     The  point^| 
requires  further   attention,  still  I  know  that  they  are  not^^ 
solitary  instnnces,    and   the    very    important    medico-legal 
question  which  they  involve  should  not  he  overlooked.  g 

It  citnnot,  (or  a  moment,  be  questioned  that  au  ofTicer,  wb^H 
is  liable  to  be  drunk  on  duty,  is  wholly  unlit  to  remain  in 
the  cfTcctivc  arm  of  the  service;  where,  however,  it  can  be 
made  apparent,  upon  clear  and  satisfactory  medicnl  evidence 
that  the  individual^  by  no  fault  or  culpability  of  liis  own,  has 
become  the  subject  of  a  diseased  cmviuR  for  alcoholic  s 
mulunts,  it  may  be  fairly  held  that  a  leuieut  &eutcucc,  u] 
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iug  bim  upou  Imlf-pav,  or  npon  tlie  non-effective  list,  will 
fully  meet  all  the  cxigeocies  of  the  case.* 

It  would  be  wrong  to  omit  here  a  caution  which  I  have 
oecasionallj  had  to  observe, — in  criminul  cases,  where  the 
Plea  of  Insanity  i»  Hkclj  to  be  made, — with  regard  to  the 
necessity  for  reserve  in  attemptirti/,  prevlotta  fo  Iriaf,  to  cure 
or  remove  the  cause  of  exciletnenl,  whether  it  be  the  result  of 
Drugffing,  Vercbral  Dinorder  evidently  dependent  upon  organic 
caitset,  or  Acute  Mania.     Upon  committing  an  act  of  frantic 
violence,  a  native  of  this  couutry,  liavisg  uodcrgoae  exatti- 
nation  nt  the  thftunah    and   nt  the  Magistrate's  court,  is 
generally  placed,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  the  jail  under  the 
obserratiou  of  the  Civil  Surgeon.     Here  it,  of  course,  be* 
comes  the  duty  of  the  latter  at  once  to  endearour  to  dttitin- 
guish  how  much  of  any  disorder  of  the  intellectual  faculties 
which  the  culprit  may  present  ia  dependent  upon  physical, 
and  how  much  upon  mental  causea.     He  has  cither  been 
brought  in,  very  shortly  after  the  deed  of  Tiolence,  heat* 
ed,  panting,  and  almost  wild  with  rage  or  terror ;  or  pale, 
tremulous,  prostrated  and  horror  stricken  ; — or,  where  the 
act  hna  been  done  at  a  distance,  he  bas  been  hurried  in  on 
fiMt,  from  thannah  to  thannsh,  pcrhapa  a  distance  of  from 
thirty  to  fifty  mileH,  exported  to  the  scorching  mid-day  sun, 
and  to  the  night  cold,  ronghly  treated,  and,  in  short,  the  inb- 
jeot  of  nearly  all  those  cauaes  which  would  meat  tend  to  no- 
settle,  for  a  time,  the  Hteadiest  intellect; — he,  in  fact,  appears 
before  the  Medical  Officer  more  like  a  wild  beast  just  drag- 
ged from  the  jungle,  than  the  quiet-mannered  common-place 
native  that  he  ordiuarily  is.     These  circumstances  being  care* 
fully  looked  to  and  discriminated,  the  Medical  officer  may, 
npon  obsenriug  that  his  eyes  are  inflamed,  his  head  hot,  his 
tongue  foul,  and  his  piilu  excited,  and,  tipon  learning  that 

*  Bj  G.  O,  of  tha  G.  OonL  ISili  Jane  iM6,  Offoan  Rpplj-ing  fur  tru»* 
fer  toUi*  Intatidt  hir«  to  prodixM)  Mtdtcal  aridMic?  ihutbetr  dinijiialifiM- 
tinn  "  hM  not  bwa  onuuioned  by  Int««p«r4nc«^  »r  uili«r  Irrvf  uliu-  Kftbiu." 
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he  ia  sleeplew  at  oigfat,  feel  disposed  to  exercise  tlie  remediitl 
portion  of  bis  art,  and  to  prescribe  purgatircs,  nimaeaiits, 
sedatircs,  low  diet  and  cold  affasion,  I  allude  especially  to 
titis  poiat,  OS  I  have  sccu  such  a  course  ioconatderatelj 
ndoptcd,  uadcr  such  circumatances,  by  men  of  experience 
and  judgmeot ;  and  hare  felt  myself  bouud  to  counsel 
agniuHt  it.  In  these  cases, — unless  the  physician  be  connn- 
ced,  either  that  treatment  is  neceiuary  to  save  the  iadivt- 
dual's  life  (which  vill  very  rarely  indeed  bappeo)  or  tbaC 
the  experiment  of  treatment  will  aid  him  ia  forming  or 
confirming  his  dingnosia  (a  dangerous  course  which  can  ouly 
be  undertukeu  by  those  who  possess  unusual  tact  in  the 
inrestigatioQ  of  such  cases), — it  is  always  safer  and  fairer 
towards  the  subject  of  our  scrutiny  to  leave  his  case  un- 
treated— nudcr  the  most  careful  watcliing.  In  fact,  with 
regard  to  fuodj  lodgiug,  dress,  opportunities  of  ablution,  &c., 
he  ahotdd  be  permitted  to  remain,  as  far  as  the  fact  of  his 
being  in  a  jail  will  admit  of,  as  nearly  as  possible  under 
the  circamstances  to  which  he  has  beenaccustomod.  Indeed, 
if  it  can  be  clearly  proved  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
drinking  spirits  or  of  usinf^  drugs,  these  should  be  allowed 
him,  in  moderate  ijuantitics, — with  very  cautious  obserratioo 
of  their  efTccta.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  may  fairly  be 
expected  that  the  effects  of  intoxicfttiou,  whether  by  iharab  or  ^, 
gunja,  will  gradually  pass  oiT,  and  that  all  unwonted  excite-  ^H 
meut,  the  result  of  terror  or  ill-ossgc,  will  be  calmed  down  ;  ^* 
but  cerebral  irritation,  depending  upon  actual  Tascular 
chauges,  will  not  be  removed;  fcrcr  will  run  its  course,  (and 
may  be  allowed  to  do  so  until  the  medical  mau  has  fully  re- 
cognised its  presence,  and  has  judged  whether  it  did  or  did  not 
probably  exist  previous  to  the  crime,)  and  true  mania  will 
probably  remain  unaffected,  except  in  character  and  degree. 
It  appears  to  be  generally  stated,  by  these  medical  men  who 
conduct  anjla  near  large  towns,  where  recent  cases  are 
brought  iu  at  once,  that  instaucea  of  acute  mania  are  rc- 
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marknlilj  common,  and  nre,  in  a  rer^r  Urge  proportion  of 
cases,  liighlv  remciliablc.  U  is  only  ajier  the  Triat  limb  the 
pliyiiiciHn  c:in  lio  justiiieil  iu  /rf«/t»^  tlic  crimiiinl  luuatic; 
it  cnii  neither  be  an  net  of  justice  nor  of  liumaiiity  io  place 
one  who  has  committed  n  mauineal  set  sane  before  a  jury 
who  arc  to  try  him  for  Murder.  I  confidently  believe  tliat 
there  are  some  vho  liiirc  been  baiigcd  iu  consequence  of 
this  nimiu  dU'tt/entia  meilicorum. 

There  is  no  country  in  which  the  line  between  OuCrageom 
Fanaticism  and  fieHgious  Monomania  is  so  indistinct  as  we 
find  it  to  be  in  India.  Whether  the  religious  impostor  to 
knaro  nr  mndmnn,  or  a  compound  of  both  ;  or  whether  su- 
perstitious cntliusiasm,  acting  upon  a  weak  mind  and  orien- 
tal irangination,  may  not  occasionaily  prompt  the  rarely  very 
scmpulous  Nntive  to  the  commission  of  wild  atrocities,  are 
questions  of  no  smnll  difTieulty,  which  can  only  be  decided 
by  weighing'  carefully  the  facts  of  cflch  case  as  it  occun. 
Scccntricitr,  cspccinlly  when  displayed  in  the  tfuasi  rcli^ous 
beggars  of  India,  will  nirely  be  viewed  an  Insanity  in  the 
prMiAt  day.  In  any  other  country  than  India,,  the  wretches 
called  Aghorpuntd  would  bo  regarded  and  treated  ns  dan< 
gerous  maniacs.  Here,  however,  all  such  persons  wonid  be 
held  responsible  for  their  crimes. 

A  modem  writer  thus  ticpivts  these  wretches  in  colours 
which  I  am  informed,  ou  other  and  good  authority,  arc  not 
nnduiy  heightened. — "  The  moat  loathsome  sight  nt  the  ghats 
arc  the  Aghorpnut  fukcpra  (,\nglice,  Ogres,)  practical  philo- 
sophers, who  affect  to  disbelieve  that  there  is  any  diScrcucc 
between  things,  and  who  avow  that  any  difTcrcuco  depends 
upon  tlic  imagination.  A  culT,  or  a  kick  is  as  immateriid 
to  them  as  a  blessing.  They  go  about  in  jmrit  naluralifms, 
villi  a  fresh  human  skull  in  their  hands,  (off  which  tltcy 
have  previously  oaten  the  putrid  flesh,  and  from  which  after- 
w.-trd3  they  liare,  with   their  fiugers,  scoopcil  out  the  brain 
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and  eye*,)  into  wlticK  i«  poured  whnUocmr  ia  given  tbcm  t« 
drink.  TliCT  pretend  to  be  lodilTcrciit  \iliethcr  il  be  ardmt 
■pirtt-s,  or  milk,  or  foul  wnlcr.  Tbeir  fuutl  ia  the  fintt  lliiog 
tlmt  offtrs,  wlictlicr  it  be  a  putrid  corpse,  cooked  food,  or 
ordnre.  \Vitb  mnttcd  linir,  blooil-rcd  eves,  nnd  bodv  eonr- 
e<l  Willi  filth  (tint  vcmiiii,  the  Aghorpunt  U  an  objecl  of 
%tTior  and  disguat  to  CTtry  bodr.  lie  looks  rather  a  wol^ 
ready  to  deutroy  aud  theo  derour  hi»  prcT,  than  a  humu 
being.  I  once  saw  a  wretch  of  this  rratcrnity,  eating  the 
hc:u]  of  a  putrid  corpse;  and,  ns  I  passed  by,  be  liovlcJ  aud 
pointed  to  me;  nnd  thcu  scooped  out  the  eyes  auil  ate  tbea 
before  me  I" 

Thcjic  wretches,  nlthongh  not  very  niimoroos,  arc  sprcnd 
over  the  whole  country.  Mr.  McCoah  mentions  that,  during 
Ilia  rcaideuce  at  Goalpam,  two  men  of  this  caate  were  caught 
g^inwing  tlie  flesh  from  a  human  bone,  and  were  taken  up 
by  the  pobce.  They  wore  sent  to  him  by  the  Magistrate 
for  hia  opinion  as  to  their  sanity.  Ouc  of  them  waa  not 
exactly  eompotmrntlt,  but  the  other  was  of  sound  mind,  nnd 
tuhl  Mr.  McCohU  that  be  had  been  in  the  bubit  of  eatiiig 
human  flcsli  for  mimy  ycHrs.  Tliis  author  Recounts  for  the 
abominahlo  pmcticcs  of  these  cannibals  in  a  very  clear  man- 
ner, — viz.  tlut  their  object,  in  walking  about  the  bnxara 
pickin-;  aputrid  thigh  bone,  isto  extort  money  from  the  i 
habitants,  i«ho  preferred  payiu*;  them  n  few  pice  to  get  rid 
the  nunnyauce,  and  it  was  formerly  even  considered  jnotifiabl* 
to  ahoot  them  like  wild  beasts  whenever  tbey  wore  found.* 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  wild  crimes  committed 
by  religious  tncndicnnts  and  impostors.f     To  these  may  be 

•  Topt>gt*lAy  of  Am«««,  pi.  8T. 
t  8m  eww  In  witiuli  b  Byrujin  kiUi-d  a  rliilit  lijr  Ntrikins   it  on    Uaa  \ttti, 
with  a  dIu)),  p.  Mdi  onuiuvbicb  a   fanatic  iwicv  mt  att  tbi>    right   Wnii 
oT  UDoffvixlioK  prriKits  P-  3^'  ■  >"■'  oik'Uxt  in  wliti-h  a  tirtiltiiiin  nlauglit^fMl 
Ilk  pngnuU  mritc  hi  btiiig  Imf  blvinl  u|fuii  uiw  <i]i»  had  oSbtntrd   bint, 
(Sole) 
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nddcd  nil  instance  in  viliicb  one  Ram  Siiigli)  a  devotee  Of  (lie 
bnilimaciiaree  class, suddenly  nislicd  upon  tin  uuoffeudiug  girl 
of  fuiirtccii,  thrust  lier  tutu  tlic  river,  an<l  flung  lumsclf  in 
upon  her.  Tbc  girl  wn*  drowned  and  tier  body  wa«  not  dis- 
covered. The  Medical  OiBcor,  having  had  the  murderer  for 
some  time  under  obaen-atiou,  atated  that,  in  bis  opinion,  the 
prisoner  wiis  xanc ;  tltnt  he  Imd  TCitiarked  uotbiag  during  tUo 
interval  wliicli  l«l  IlIiu  to  think  that  he  had  been  subject  to 
temporary  I  iisauity,  or  that  lie  had  been  in  the  habit  of  talci  iig 
iutoxicBtitig  drugH  in  large  quantities.  Tbe  priiioner  stated 
at  the  thnnnnb,  thilt  he  bad  tnlien  bhan^ ;  but,  on  trial,  Raid, 
in  n  wild  and  wandering  manner,  tliat  ho  never  took  bhang 
and  know  not  what  had  occurred,  Tbe  Seaaious  Judge  re* 
mnrkcd  that  mndncas  amongst /MJt^trjij  from  their  solitary  ha- 
bits, and  their  being  accustomed  to  take  intoxicating  daigs, 
and  perhaps  from  the  very  idiosyncrasy  which  led  to  their 
adopting  the  character,  is  very  common.  In  the  face,  how- 
ever, of  the  Medical  Officer's  evidence  he  was  eonatraiacd  to 
think  him  aaue.  He  wiui  sentenced  to  impriaoumcnt  for 
life* 

■This  was  probably  an  instance  of  murder  under  the  influ. 
ence  q{  iptnjah — We  have  abundant  evidence  of  the  fiict,  that 
btjrageet  nud/ukccrs  keep  theniselve*  almost  constantly  under 
the  inRucuce  of  Hemp,  the  excuse  of  the  former  being  that 
this  mode  of  intoiicntion  abatnicts  their  thoughts  from  the 
objects  uf  sense,  and  Bsslats  their  absorption  into  tbc  dcity.f 


*  NkMtrouL  AduvrlnC  tteporU,  K.  W.  P.,  SnpMuiber  lUlh  1851,  p.  3U, 
t  According  la  Waril,— "  A  grvul  numK-r  ur  lliu  JJiDilu  nodern  Sainu 
JinJnKaUtto  of  perpctuii'l  iiiloxicalioni  ukd  cnQ  Ihii  Mu|i«fiiclion,  «lik:b 
iu-i»m  Proin  imokini;  intuxipating  liL-riiK.  fiiunf!  ihu  miml  on  Uod."—"  }It>w 
»uil  Uicn  ft  {MOT  wreldi  b  «Mu,  italicd.  corrrrd  niUi  aklM«.an<]  liiH  kwr 
clotlod  miUt  iliH;  wboM  vnoaiil,  brulinb  lonkt  iiiilicat«  that  h«  U  a|>prA««li- 
tiiKkiiUloof  cuiupleU)  ftlHinKliuii,  Mill  thnl  hxinftjr  mmju  liugN:  lu  eiikr  liilo 
lliiB  p«riV><^tbUW,  ru. — ta  line  In  a  world  uf  miiKlvn,  without  a  siojtle  pauiou 
kfi  lo  be  ■llvOtl  bjr  Ut«OL    Y«t  9ini  U)u  ttb«irulion,  or  vonumpt  of  tbe 
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Tlicrc  18,  ccrtiuuly, — spnrt  from  tlieir  dress  and  otber  itili 
giircmcntd,  a  peculiar  gauiitness  of  person,  nnil  a  wild  rxpn^ 
Bioti  of  couiilcuaucc,  in  titc  gcncrnlit;  of  religious  mendicutf, 
wlitcb  mu-k  tbcm,  ia  common  witli  a  majority  of  the  Mhettf» 
McKiclieo,  and  Clmmar  cIusscb,  as  Uabituftl  cousumcn  of 
llcnip  and  other  iDtoxicatirigilm^  Tbe  face  of  an  habitsil 
ffunjah  amokcr  cilii  scarcely  bs  miatakeo.  The  cxpresnon 
of  tbc  couDtennnce  forcibly  carries  with  it  the  idea  tbic 
reason  has  been  partially  unseated. 

Id  September  lust,  one  Sreeuibas  was  tried,  at  Uaziree- 
baiigli,  fur  killing  an  uamnrricd  girl,  ten  years  old,  (towatdi 
wliom  ill-will  OD  Ills  part  was  ucitlicr  ascribed    uor  was 
probnblc,)  *itl»  a  tatijee  or  nsc.     The  girl's  father  depoied 
that  he  saw  his  daughter  pnrsucd  by  tlic  pritouer,  who   cut 
ber  dovn,  aud  she  died  oti  the  spot.     On   being   aciiccd,  the       ' 
prisoner  said,  "  Oh  ho  1  I  bare  killed  your  daughter  to-day,       I 
kill  yo«  me."     He  considered  the  prisoner  to  be  a   respwt- 
able  man,  bnving  no  ()unrrcl  with  himself.     The   prisonec^_ 
confessed  tluit,  having  eaten  and  drank,  be  vaa  sitting  ^^H 
the  house,  when  suddenly  a  voice  on  the  wind  said  to  bim, 
"  Your  uncles  bnvc  taken  your  sister  Aunic  to   bury    her  in 
tbe  forest,  go  you  tlierc,"  wherefore,  taking   tbc   axe   io  bis 
band,  be  went  to  tbe  forest  and,  after  a  little,  being  inspired, 
he  beard  a  spirit  voice  in  Uie  wind  say,  "  cut  oil  tbe  lie«da 
of  ruur  brethren,  or  else  take  oft  any  one's  head."    Tlven,  as 
be  went  hoiucwsrtls,  he  met  the  girl  coming  with  water  from 
tbe  pond  to  her  borne  ;  and,  being  possessed,  he,  wtth   that 
very  axe,  struck  her  two  or  three  blows.     She  fell  and  diod. 

workl.  If  li  can  dnorfa  Mjuh  n  immi',  ii  brongltt  on  by  ihuuitng  tbo  prfiMiif 
or  mun.  Mill  contiiiiully  Hmnkin;;  inoxk'utiiiK  kerbs."  Thf  Biun«  atithar 
daKriliM  '*•-'  '•-  -"■—•■—'—'--'—'—■-"•—■—  |— j...i....-~.«..|..),f  Rf  n^aliwii. 
ihc  J/aHH-OAm^M— KtlibtiB  la  reprewnud  u  asMHitits  iliv  form  of  «  nca> 
dicant  )'0;f««,  hih  b^\y  envcKid  witk  MhM,  sad  kls  ftjv*  inHnawd  will 
hitnxtnllag  ilnifTs.  Wo  ha*D  simuly  urn  IhU  ^ria  ia  ilL-»:rit>od  «»  \ 
wwitn«aly  uudi-r  ihi.  inHuxuf*  ,<t  |>|i«i.i,«n  ■nil  Gui'jnlk 
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Afier  a  little,  he  wu  scixcd  bv  his  own  futlicr  and  others, 
who  touk  away  his  nxe  nnd  hound  him.  l(e  ronfcsaed  to 
thum,  Aiitl  a-slicHI  them  to  siivc  hitii.  Now  also  be  was  miikiiig 
confcssiou  voluntarily.  The  prisoner's  fnthcr  dcpwied  thrvt 
prisoner  vns  oucc  out  of  hia  mind,  when  his  mother  died  ; 
since  then  he  had  been  sometimes  well  nnd  at  other  times  he 
WHS  idle.  Another  of  those  who  wincsscd  the  fata!  act  mid 
took  him  into  custody  dcpoaed  to  the  same  effect,  nnd  stated 
that  he  was  a  quiet  man.  Mrijor  Hnnnyngton,  who  tried 
the  case,  decided  that  the  prisoner  was  evidently  of  sonud 
mind,  not  only  when  under  trial,  but  at  the  time  of  the 
murder.  Hia  prior  iuaauity,  he  considered,  was  not  well 
made  out,  but  it  ^vc  a  colour  to  tlic  story  of  an  imagiiiriry 
domoiTioc  possession.  Tlic  belief  of  a  Hindu  respecting  such 
incursions  cannot  he  mensurcd  hy  our  own  belief  in  them, 
hut  he  was  not  disposed  to  view  such  cases  with  leniency. 
The  immolation  of  a  rictim  to  a  sanguinarr  demon  is,  he 
was  persuaded,  the  real  motive  in  many  such  iustnuces,  nnd 
the  supposed  merit  of  such  an  action  is  held  to  bo  che»ply 
purchased  hy  any  jmnislimcnt  incurred.  Tlic  rrimc  is,  how- 
evftT,  not  so  frcqncnt  as  to  require  its  repression  by  tiiking 
life  for  life  ;  but,  of  minor  puni«hrocuts,  the  highest  is  most 
applicable,  lie,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  priMiner 
should  be  sentenced  to  ho  transported  for  life  with  hard 
labour  iu  irons.     The  Sudder  concurred  in  this  verdict. 

AHnsion  hss  been  already  made,  at  page  244,  to  the  rather 
recent  CISC  of  a  Hindu  priest  who,  nccoiding  to  his  owu 
declaration,  cut  off  the  head  of  a  woman  in  obedience  to  the 
command  of  the  thalioor  (deity)  Snligram.  The  Medical 
Officer  testified  hia  belief  that  the  prisoner  was  not  in  his 
right  senses,  nnd  was  an  irresponsible  ngent,  nnd  added  that 
his  opinion  was  grounded  on  the  prisoner's  personal  appear- 
ance, nnd  tho  oircumstauco  of  bii  porbistiag  in  declaring 
that,  iu  taking  tho  woman 'a  life,  he  was  only  acting  iu  con. 
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fcirmity  wilb  tite  orders  of  the  tliakoor,  whom  he  was  bound 
tu  obej ;  inrllcnting  tbcrtiby,  tliut  be  was  laboiiriug  uadcr 
soniG  cxtraordUiAry  dcluMoii.  All  other  CTidcnce,  liowerer, 
vent  to  show  that  the  priKoncr  wfu  ia  iiis  right  Reuses.  Tb9<| 
pica  that  he  vaa  prompted  by  a  vision  of  the  Deity  wu 
urged  after  the  murder  hail  becu  commilted.  The  Sessions 
Judge,  therefore,  recommcuded  a  sentence  of  death.  The 
Judges  of  the  NiisaDiut  observed  thiit  tbu  Medical  Olficcr  had 
not  l)een  examined  by  the  Se'iaious  Jndge  with  suStcient 
care  and  particularity  in  this  case.  The  legal  test  of  InitAoi- 
ty  in  the  courts  of  this  country,  tbcy  remarked,  is  laid  dowa 
in  Section  I.  Act  IV.  of  1849.  No  person  can  be  acquitted 
for  unsoundness  of  mind,  unless  it  con  be  proved  that — "  By  ^H 
reason  of  unaounduess  of  mind,  not  wilfuUy  caused  by  him-  ^^ 
self,  be  was  uncoHsciow,  and  incapabk  qf  kiurwiag,  in  doing 
ike  act,  that  he  was  dointj  an  act  forbidden  by  the  taw  t^lhc 
land."  The  Aledical  OQlcer  should,  they  were  of  opinion, 
have  been  examined  as  to  wbctbcr,  and  on  what  precise 
grounds,  he  considered  tho  prisoner  to  have  been,  at  the  ^i 
time  when  he  took  the  life  of  tlie  woman,  within  the  detcrip-  ^| 
tioa  above  *ct  forth.  "  The  witnesses  to  the  prisoner's  ^^ 
habitunJ  state  of  mind  should  have  been  exaoiincd  iu  tho 
presence  of  the  Medical  OQiccr,  and  he  sliuutd  have  been 
invited  to  propose  any  questions  on  bis  own  part.  He  should 
then  have  been  carcrully  questioned  as  to  the  number  of 
times  he  had  himself  suun  the  prisoner,  the  nature  of  his 
conversations  with  him,  and  all  the  circumstnuccs  from 
which,  apart  from  the  prisoncr'a  real  or  professed  religious 
delusions,  he  was  led  to  rcgncd  him  as  of  unsound  miud. 
The  questions  should  have  been  expressed  so  as  to  elicit  an 
opinion  of  the  Mcdicid  Ofiicer,  after  his  having  had  the 
advantage  of  hearing  the  statements  of  the  members  of  the 
prisoner'a  fitmily,  his  neighbours,  and  other  pnrttca,  ;is  to 
the  stutL  of  the  prisoner's  miitd  both  pnvktMig  to,  nud  at 
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t^f  time  of  the  murder,  ami  BiiVscqiicntly  tip  /o  the  time  of  Ihe 
trial,  Tlic  Sessions  Judge  ought  not  to  hnvc  rcfurirccl,  as 
he  has  dune  in  liis  report,  to  tbe  M«<3tcM  OQicor  Imving 
only  visited  tlic  priaouer  twice,  luid  fur  sburt  iiitervuls, 
-without  directly  questioning  thnt  gcntlcmAn  apon  the  point." 
They,  therefore,  dirceted  that  the  trixl  must  be  re-opened, 
Iho  witiiC)t8C9  to  the  state  of  the  prisoner's  mind  being 
&f;ain  closely  rc-cxmniucd  in  the  presence  of  the  Medical 
Othccr,  together  with  that  officer  himiclf,  as  nboTc  cxplnioed, 
and  tho  Priaonrr  being  calkii  on  for  a  frcah  (li-funcc,  anil 
the  Ijhw  Officer  for  a  fresh  futwn.  Consequently,  the 
Sessions  Judge  reported  that,  in  compliance  with  tbe  above 
instructions,  the  wliole  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution, 
together  with  other  neighbours,  rchgious  followers  of  the 
prisoner,  who  lind  known  him  for  some  years  past,  had  been 
cxftniiiied  in  the  prcaence  of  tbe  Civil  Assistant  Surgeon, 
who  hail  himself  questioned  them.  That  olliccr  had  niso 
wulched  and  cxiunincd  the  prisoner  in  jail ;  every  oppor- 
tunity  hiid  been  nfTorded  him  to  Rrrivc  at  n  correct  judg- 
ment, and  the  result  was  his  conviction  that  tlic  prisoner  was 
not,  and  never  had  been,  of  uusouud  mind.  The  SessioDs 
Judge  fully  concurred  ia  the  Mcdicul  Ofliecr's  opinion.  The 
evidcucc  as  to  the  habits  and  manner  of  the  prisoner  for  the 
preceding  ten  years,  up  to  that  present  time,  was  clear, 
eoniiistent  and  corroborative  of  his  sanity;  and,  ns  the 
Medical  Officer  remarked,  the  only  possible  reason  for  9U8- 
pectiug  the  soundness  of  the  prisoner's  mind,  was  tlio  fact 
of  bis  committing  murder  without  good  Apparent  cause. 
Some  of  the  witnesses,  however,  stated  that  tlic  true  motive 
of  the  prisoner's  net  was  revenge,  excited  by  deceased's 
iutriguiug  eoodnct  irith  Ms  wife.  Both  courts  eoncurreil 
in  finding  the  prisoner  guilty  of  wilful  murder,  and  in  sen- 
tencing him  to  Death.* 

*  NioHuul  AfUwIut  Ropoorla,  t«L  ir.  of  I8it,  f.  t4. 
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Tho  ralaablo  tcadiiap;  of  ttie  nhovc  eaio  is  eclf-cridcot. 
DoubtlcM  <hc  minds  of  NatiTC*  nrc  ncvt  free  from  tcndene; 
to  Reltgiont)  Monomaiiui.  Inilccd,  constant  brocxlinfr  upon 
tbc  lava    and  fnblca    of  a  wild  and    bloody  MiperatitioD* 


*  Tbc  KrcUtiou  uf  e«m  sBpentiliaia  in  tku  oaaatry  an  often  so  rUin- 
lo«u  ml  lUUiAlanl   tlial,  «T*n  Uidm  tokraUj   unJ]   ■-■^ii'-nitil  mill  U« 
iiatite  Bodea  of  Uiau^ki   aai]  cxpfntion.  are  lUUc  u>  be  lUnM,  mttd  to 
■|oo>ti<>a  wlifilbnr  Uiam  nilJ  fuieiM  aK   not  tho  ratio]^  ut  MintoEBaBta.     U, 
lh«n(oK,  Dppean  to  W   rcry  dHirable  Lhai  jailirial  and   medical  ofiwi* 
alHmU  k*t*   1000    iuii^ht    into    ilia   opioioiu   of  Iba   iwtirB*   ngatdliv 
SoTMty.  lacwilBtioiia,  aiul   uilu-r  kuula   oT  JaJJko.    Sor  insunec,  it  m 
r«rlaiuly  not  liua»ity  wluL-h  ptumplcd  ci-rtain  of  tltv  good  fi>)k  of  Edinbnush 
to  iMlity,  in  KtO,  tfaat  thej  hbd  bi^uild  the  walking  itaff  uf  Uajfw  W«tr,  tftt 
Wlwrd,  toileniiiljr  paciiqi.  aD  aloiw,  ikma  the  Haw.   at   bi|[li    oooo.  0(100 
tt*  aiuUir'*  ertandi  i  (w  «bivb  \v<i  the  bmh  «f  BMton  U>  d«olarc,  at   abonl 
lb«   iaai«    tiioe,    that   a  wumaa    ton    tram  tiM    back   of    a    »p«etre  an 
inrUiblc   tlirvl,  nluchth^ninauMiUakly  Imouuc  vittblc  belbr*  b  room    fuUof  . 
ipectatonL— Nuilhi-r  U  tlie   Ikii^leo  to  ba  oo«uiitcM-d  uml  wtipn  Im>  ntotMts 
thai  bia  CBcinjr  iii*rn>il>l)r  drew  all  th«  Uoud  out  uf  Lis   budy    while  aeaiad 
bcaida  Mm,  or  oitharod  hia  nuDgu  trwa  bj  jdiootinK  ehnnoBd   airowii.  inlv 
lh«fB  i— or  tlM  lliudiulBBce   who  declares  ihu  he  haa  omcd  a  cock  which 
(-row»  in  lit*  bctlj',  that  a  Gtytid  witch  ha*   plftftd  ft  dciil  in  hiia,  which  ba* 
dt^Dured  lii>  liver  ;   or  that  iibe^haa  luritcd   the  jiiitv  of  kb  nigar  cnnr«  inia  , 
blunl  !  Miich  0Dri«ai  ond  iaalmctiTC  infonnalioii  (ipenlho  (abject  ot  Wituh* 
cntL  ill    India,    will    b«   fuumi   in    i)i4>   folloiring    Wofia.     /n      fTmfmt, 
Ward,  voL  L  Ed,   ff    18W   p.   310.    I'ulieo   Oeporia,   Lower    i?n»iBCM., 
1838.  Pl  14.    find  (m  1M3,  pL  19.   Hid  tar  1S44.  p.   9.    tUd  f«v   JM«,  ^' 
1*.    In   tbe  ywtti-Wfl   Proviactf-     &]c«iaati'a   Rninhle)    and    SecoQec- 
tlooa  of  an   Indian  USidnl  to!.   1.  [>.  £9.    Ntiatnttt  Adawlat   Kirporte,  H. 
W.F..  Jaauary   tSlh    I8S9,  p.  39.    Amone  the  fiAet^.  East  lulin  Amf 
Masuxinv,   Octubvr  IS.Vt,  p^  S3<X      Tito  JtTaJr*— LtMt.   Tivk^ll,  JuomaL  oC 
th«  Aalaile  SoclMjr.  *oL  ix.  p.  TUS.    Tbo  Dodot  and  DAjMtffi— Mr,  Uodgaon. 
Ihid,   vol   xviii.  p.  732.    Tlic  Ataimattt — lluC«i)b'»   Ti^pogrs{>b/  of  Assain, 
p.  13.     Ckola  ffagport,  KunutoM,  and  ajBMjr  tht  Gairtrvt,—B6^aforl,  |tai-K», 
3S«8   and  S933  i  Nmmut  Adawlul    Itc{>orta,   Kuu-inbvr  28th  IJUl.  p.   Chj.j 
Ou  Uie   Magic  jiru-tlicd  by   the  /'ana    IViulAa  i;r<iAjH>iNi,  nud  atill  iii  tu»\ 
amoug   tbr  Oiadiit,  Tko   Abbo  Didioi*.  chap,   xaxil.  p.  341.     In    GkzitwiI 
Ut.  Clbu-11.  Tram,  of  the  Mod.  And  I'lij-Mfiil  ScK-ict)-  of  Bombay,  vul.  i.  •,,  j> 
3iy  tlu'sriL-ii-ut  MnhonirJaa  Ijiw.  S<>n<crcr>. pmred  to  har«duiici  ai-riouo  iiyury] 
by  tli*fr  •oivei-y,  might  be  put  to  death  or  iiopruoncd,  acwtfJinR  to  the  cinMun- 
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mufit,  unquestionably,  aomolimes  unhinge  tlie  narrow  in- 
tellccta  of  these  wrctchctl  funntics.  Still,  where  the  crime 
imumca  Ihc  character  of  niiy  one  of  a  set  of  bnrharong 
|irnctices,  wliich  it  hss  long  been  the  steady  pur^)08e  o( 
oar  Uw>givers  to  extir|)atc  from  tho  land ;  aud  cspceiuUy 
uhore,  as  In  tlie  cniit!  uf  [[iiianii  Siu-rilice,  the  periictriilor 
cannot  dcuy  that,  even  upon  Lis  own  cxpluuntion  ofhia 
raotivea,  be  bna  coiiimittcil  the  net  nitb  a  direct  view  tu 
lii»  own  advantage,  (sec  page  'Z'iii),  it  is  evident  that  a  plua 
uf  Insanity  must  not  be  met  with  luiy  yiehliug  of  niispliLCcd 
compAsaion. 

Allusion  hu8  already  been  made  to  the  cmclty  with  which 
Insane  pcrsonB  arc  ufiunlly  treated  by  the  natives  of  this 
country,  with  an  idea  that  blows,  strijjcs,  sUrviition,  and 
bonds,  will  drive  the  evil  spirits  out  of  tbcie  possca&ion.  A 
caac  of  great  importance,  arising  out  of  this  practice,  was 
tried  a*.  Cawnpore  in  1853.  It  appeared  that  one  Girdharee 
had,  fur  soma  months,  been  placed  under  restniint  by  his 
fallier  and  other  near  relatives,  in  consequence  of  liis  extra- 
vngant  conduct,  caused,  as  they  considered,  by  disordered 

iinnco*  rif  the  cajc  Nuin#rt>u«  *f  ry  rirniarkiilflc  roiuciUviivt:*  will  bo  found 
bctwu'd  tlwt  tapt'THlitions  rvgnrdin^'  Wilrlict  ri>nnL-rty  raU'rUJiipd  in  Iho  north 
of  Burupc,  and  ii<>nr  prcrftU'dt  iu  Helical.  Fur  i'a;uuplc— iho  mcddlcrr  ta  tin- 
Art«  ur  Plijaic  nnil  Ali-h^mj*.  U  (rniurnllf  n-puud  lui  n  Wiiird  :  iIm'  UrilKa.!!! 
fur  Wicthcrafl  Iwvc  been  idcnlically  Uio  lamc  in  bwlh  quitrtcrs  of  llic  irorlj, 
ami  ru«ny  of  llio  miiiuter  dvUila  of  aupeMIition  bftie  singularly  e'jrri.-ipiinilnl. 
Tliiia  Wnnl  nifntions  tlint,  in  Itcnsnl,  a  pcrtoo  Boinetiino*  take*  >  buabo<>, 
uriitch  fans  bcpD  uml  tu  lii<e|i  iloirn  a  iU<iid  bmijr  dnriag  Ut  tncreinatioD,  Md, 
lualiinsa  bow  utdoTTow  nilb  it,  npcalaiactuiluioiUDTcr  14  lie  tfaca  taak«a 
Ati  Imago  of  bia  ont^tny  with  t-'lay,  and  ]i>ti  (ly  tbi>  arrc/t  into  tlili  image. 
Tlifl  pnraun  aluwc  hniigi-  is  lliii»  picrred  i*  aftid  U>  br  imtncrliBU^I)-  M-ixntwlib 
n  pitln  in  Iho  brMsl  fvol.  i.  |).  100,  Ed.  ot  1S39.] — So  ftbo,  in  Lodgn'a  llliu- 
tnuiuna  uf  Britiah  U'Mary,  ro).  ii.,  p.  MO.  w*  rcwl.  amoax  tlir  "  Kcosoa*  anil 
C^^vlur««  wbioli  <«ue«(l  uiuny  U>  itippiMe  tlmt  hi*  UoQour  [^ilie  £arl  of 
llwrbj-.iTliudiailuiiaut.J  wm  BuwitcluMl,"  irc  &uil  clut— "t'liun' «iufuunJ  iu 
mj  LvrJ'x'bitoilfvr,  by  ijnv  &lr.  HanHnll,  aii  Jniaji^  of  wax  «itl>  a  liulr  dnnit 
thDii-;!!  Ihi-  bollj  thnnnf,  m  Iw>  rvp»rtM  opoa  hi*  'HUb." 
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intellect.     It  ITU  also  shown  hj  the  rillageni  thnt  be  liad, 
for  a  short  time  heforc  the  murder,  faoen  rcgftrdcd  hv  tbcm 
09  subject  to  fits  of  derangement.    CootriTiiig  to  escape,  he 
roshcd  with  a  drawn  sword  iuto  n  slirinc  where  some  womea 
vere  making  tfacir  ofTeiings,  nnd  killed  one  of  the  fetnala 
by  seveml  wnunds,  any  one  of  which  would  linvo  caused 
(tenth.     He  then  laid  down  the  sword  nnd  went  to  his  own 
faoiue.    It  could  not  he  shown  thnt  he  hnd  any  cause  for      , 
malice  a^tost  tliia  woman ;  but  it  uppcnied,  from  hia  atatc- 
mcnt  made  on  the  day  on  which  the  act  wn»  dune,  thit,       i 
exngperatcd  at  Ihc  rcslraiut  to  which  he  had  1>L>eu  tubjccted|f^| 
and  enraged  at  the  taunts  which  had  been  out  upou  hiin^H 
he  had  resolved  to  commit  some  violcnco  which  might  briog 
his  rclntives  into  disgrace,  and   free   himself  from   ttii 
guardianship.    He  appears  then  to  have   denied   thnt 
mu  insane.    His  statement  made  in  the  fuujdaree,  four 
(lavs  afterwards,  showed  a  connected  recollection  of  all  that 
had  iwMcd  before,  nt,  and  aflcr  the  murder.     On   trial,  h^^ 
made  a  full  confession,  btit  pleaded  that  he  was  mad  at  tho^^ 
time  when  the  act  was  |>erpctrated  ;  that  he  had  been  con- 
fined and  loa/lcd  with  irons,  which  wna  hia  reason  for  com- 
mittiiig  the  murderous  assault.     The  jury,  giving  the   prii^H 
soucr  the  benefit  of  the  above  evidence,  retnrnod  n  spccia^^ 
Tcnlict  thnt  he  was  insnno  when  the  act  was  committed. 
The  Sessions  Judge  was  convinced  that  the  man  was  nolH^ 
mad  when  under  trial,  and   the  Magistrate  "  appeared  t^^ 
have  satisfied  himself  of  bis  sanity*  before  committing  lum." 
While  admitting  that  the  prisoner's  intellect  might  have  been 
disordered,  theJudge  did  not  arrive  ntlhc  conehisioD  thnt  ho 
was  suffcnng  under  sncb  unsoundness  of  mind  as  would 
render  litin  "  incapable  of  knowing  nt  the  time  of  doing  the     l 
act,  that  he  was  doing  an  act  forbidden  by  the  law-  of  tl^H 
laud;"  on  the  contrary,  be  was  iucliucd  to  believe,  fi-om  Ih^^ 
prisoner's  appcoraQce  and  mnuner,  that  there  was  more 
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euoning  tlinn  of  Insftoity  about  him.  lie  v&s,  iu  the 
Judf^'n  opiuion,  undoubtctlly,  not  u  subject  for  a  capitnt 
sentence ;  but  that  ofTiccr  rliil  not  think  tbnt  the  cvidciicu 
tihowGd  bim  to  have  been  the  subject  of  such  unsonndDcas 
uf  miud  M  to  make  him  irrespouttiblo  fur  such  au  act  as 
miinlcr.  Mc  therefore  recommeudRd  n  sentence  of  impri- 
Boninout  for  life.  The  Judge  of  the  Sapcrior  Coart  hold 
that,  wbatcTcr  may  bnvo  beca  the  prisoner's  mental  dclu- 
sioDSj  (on  which  point,  ho  rcmtirkcd,  the  iuforiuatioD  to  bo 
e\trnctcd  from  the  examination  nt  tlic  trial  wiia  very  dc> 
fcclive,)  there  could  be  no  doubt  thnt  he  bad  sufficient  rea- 
son, with  respect  to  the  fatal  act,  to  render  bim  a  rcsjiousi- 
ble  Rgont,  and  as  one  capable  of  distinguishing  right  from 
wrong.  IIo,  Hiert-forc,  convicted  the  priaouer ;  but,  io  com- 
pliance with  the  recomnioadation  of  the  Scs»ious  Judge, 
and  nith  reference  to  the  circumatauces  of  the  case,  xun* 
teitccd  bim  to  imprisoninent  for  life  with  hght  labour."*  It 
docs  not  appear,  iu  the  printed  report,  that  a  medical  opi- 
nion was  tiikcu  iu  this  case. 

The  above  facts  will  have  sufficieutly  shoiro  that,  in  the 
cxamiuatioD.  of  important  cases,  what  may  appear  to  the 
European  obacrrcr  ns  absolutely  irrational  Singularity  of  Con- 
duct ou  the  part  of  a  Native,  is  not  to  be  viewed  as  Insanity, 
except  upon  o  full  consideration  of  the  customs  and  modes 
of  thinking  of  the  Natives,  as  well  as  of  the  minute  de-t 
tails  of  the  particular  cases  under  scrutiny. 

One  of  the  most  important  Ucgulationa  on  this  subject  di- 
rects that,  "Ail  Insane  persons,  apprehended  by  the  Police,  ahuU 
be  tent  to  the  Division  llospilal  \pith  a  full  rejjorl  upon  their 
case$."-\  In  tho  absence  of  such  iuforciation,  the  Medical 
Officer's  mcflQg  of  forming  a  correct  opinion  arc  dangerously 
and  nDncccssarily  narrowed.     1  was^  on  ono  occasion,  rery 

*  Kiiamut  Adaitlut  Itrforl'i,  Vf.  W.  P.,  Julj-  SOU)  )6i3,  p-  $9«, 
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atrongty  coiiTincc<l  or  the  impoi-tancc  nf  this  rulo.  ITaniig 
Ihxh  merely  rcijueatcd  to  cxnmiuc  a  priaoncr,  and  to  report 
uj)OU  tlic  state  of  Lis  mind,  I  visited  nod  conversed  with  Uim 
more  tliau  oiiccj  aud  cuuld  discover  no  evidence  or  Insasitjf 
vhatcvcr,  except  thnt  ailvrdcd  by  the  circumstnnccs  of  Itis 
ohtue,  ns  known  by  commuu  rumour.  He  was  reported  to 
have  altciu[>tcd  an  iuipositiun,  by  forgery,  in  a  ntuouer,  to 
all  uppuitruncc,  so  unskilful  imd  purposeless,  that  1  cx>utd  uot 
l)nng  myself  to  beUcve  that  n  pornon  uf  his  edncation  and 
iiitL'lligcncc  would  hnvc  eo  ncted,  except  uuder  iin  liuanc 
dvlu6ion.  Ikfurc  reporting  to  this  elTect,  however,  I 
requested  permi&siou  to  examine  the  forged  documents,  and 
iiKjuired  fully  iutu  the  parlieulan  of  tlic  case.  I  then,  at 
once,  perceived  thnt  the  crime,  idthougli  cluuiMly  managed, 
burc  with  it  cvidcucea  of  dolibertitiou  nnd  reason  ;  und  that 
vruit  of  principlo  aud  raslincss  were  probubly  tUo  leading 
defects  of  the  prisouers  miud, 

AltUuiigh  all  huiuiui  desires  probably  tend  towards  nearly 
the  siimc  objects^  llic  purposes  uf  n  Native  nre  wont  tu  be 
elTccled  by  trains  oE  thought  and  nction,  so  utterly  disBimiiar 
to  lhu»ie  by  uLicb  our  own  are  wrought  out,  that  wc  tnnst 
not  idways  expect  to  be  Kblc  to  follow  hira  in  his  mental 
opcrntioiui,  or  allow  ouraches  to  chiu-ge  tiiui  with  Maduoss, 
when  hisuugidnrity  or  his  crafl  takes  his  conduct  somew but 
beyond  the  scrutiny  of  our  reason.  ^M 

As  the  cnusc  was,  1  believe,  long  since  decided,  and  a^B 
every  particuUir  of  the  trial  appeared  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  time,  1  feel  at  liboity  to  detail  the  followiug  illustnifl 
live  case.  A  Calcutta  lirahmln,  (wssestting  considerable 
pfoperty,  having  brought  his  health  inUi  a  desperate  con- 
dition by  spirit-drinking,  ddcrmined  to  leave  the  balk  frf 
his  property  to  n  friend,  to  the  cxeltisiun  of  the  mciubcn 
of  Uiiowu  family,  lit  appears  to  huve  been  Lcculy  nwure 
of  the  fuel,  that    au  act   of   Viix'ttvu  wu   the  i»«ct    uf   u. 
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goncniily  kuovra  to  bnvc  (Jcptroycd  Iiimsclf  by  intcmfcnince, 
iui{;bt  cattily  bo  intcrprctcc)  as  an  ctkIcdcc  of  liisiuiitr  or 
Tutnity ;   lie,  llicrcfore,  (for  it  ia   ncccsimry  to   »tiy  tliAt  lio 
appears  ucver  to  hare  acted  uudcr  coercion,)  touk  carcftil 
muatiurcs  for  carrying   out  liis  purpuiic.     lie  rctuovcd  lu  a 
boiwe  OD   the  other  side  of  tl»e  river,  where,  wiUiout  any 
itttcinpt  at  tccrcsy,  he  coiiUl  rcmnin  apart  from  his  owu  family 
— requested  that  1  would  uttcud  hiiUr  (although  evidently  by 
no  nicana  a  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  Knglish  medical  trcnt- 
uietit,)  and,  shortly  uflcrwArd^,  called  iu  two  or  tlircc  of  the 
most  ciuincDt  solicitors  in  Cntcuttn  to  make  his  niil.     This 
wiis  d<iiie,  after  my  wriltou  opinion  had  bccu  obtained  by  thoso 
gentlemen  to  the  effect  that,  aithou^h  T  couhl  not,  from  what 
1  had  accu  of  him,  uudcrtakc  to  declare  that  he  was  of  sane 
and  die^iusiug  mind,  1  Lad  seen  nothing  that  could  lead  iiicto 
thiuk  to  the  contrary.     He  died  in  about  n  month  after 
this ;  and,  upon  the  production  of  his  nill,  the  fact  that  he, — 
a  bigoted  and  by  no  means  uuusunlly  cnli|;htencd  Native, — 
had  deinsed  cousidcmhle  ^unis  to  onc  or  two  of  our  religious 
charities,  aoid  to  odd  of  his  legal  ndriscrs,  leaving  the  bulk 
uf  his  property  loa  coinpanitire  stranger,  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  near  rclatioiii,  must  have  appeared,  to  many  who  had 
nut  watched  Ids  proceedings,  to  be  the  act  of  one  who  vros 
cither  mad  or  besotted.     His  was,  iKiwcver,  tnerely  the  rea- 
sonable craft  of  a  Native, — winch  bad  been  practised  before 
under  like  circumstance*.     Knowing  that  his  relations  nould 
attempt  to  overthrow    the  will,  and    trusting  uo  one,  he, 
doubtless,  couaidrrcd  that  be  rendered  the  matter  secnre 
by  binding  up  certain  powerful  interests  with  that  of  tia 
principal  legatee.     Hence,  it  was  not  difficult  to  perceive 
the  rationality  «ith  «hich   a  Brahmin   left  his  money  to 
thoHv  Cliriatiiin  charities,  which  were,  in    nil    probability, 
ucxl  tu  hi:i  rtlatious,  the  especial  objects  of  his  aversion. 
'i'Uia  Very  iu4>urtuul  question  bus  probably  tievcr  been 
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more  «trDoglf  illaitnlcd  than  in  the  laug  agitjiej 
inUf  the  lUte  of  KitDd  of  Dree  Sombre.     Ta    the  en 
thii  iiiTciti*fttion  it  vu  tlaicd,  on  the  tmeluuid,  tft 
indiridiial  talteriy  acted  with  the  nuMt  outiagtwm  nsd 
itiK  indecency  ;  that,  among  other  instances  of  meh 
ho  would  receive  viiiton  and  others  in  V»  apartoieiit  is  a  aW» 
of  nndity,  or  hanoE  only  a  ohirt  oo,  and  wonU  cxlntt 
hlmaclf  ont  of  his  apartment  in  the   tunc  state,  Bdn^  a 
if  uiiconieiotiB  of  any  imprapricly.    That  he  labcmred  mder 
the  iiiwne  di>tD«iou  that  hix  wife  was  kabitnaJlr  iiiii  fciiH, 
unci  that  nho  wiu  frcqticntly  gailty  ofadaltcrj  with  dilTereBt 
pentonti.    That  ho  h^  threatened  to  cut  off  her  noae.     That 
hn  kc|tt  n  niibtrcsi   in  Iiidin,  ntid  oHcu  ailniittcd  Engliahmea 
iiiU)  her  npartmrnUvrliilc  Hhcwna  therein,  and  was  unTeileil;— 
lliiit  1>oin({  n  pmctico  wholly  itt  variance  Willi  the  habits  and 
fnolingti  of  oriental  countriei  with  respect  to  women.     That 
he  linti  fiiUfly  ulk-gcil  that  his  wife  had  been  iiDchasto  before 
1.1  WL-U  an  ftflcr  mnrriiiRe  ;  that  she  had  been  abctled  iu  her 
uiichanlity  by  licr  fnilicrand  mother;  that  she  bad  been 
nil  opera  dunccr,  and  timt  ithc  hud  concealed   the  Caet, 
Tlint  ho   would    not   ttuffcr  her   lu  be  out  of  his   kight  for 
a  moment, — fur  fciir,  as  lie   Baid,  lliat   she  shonld    commit 
some  act  of  udullery   in  Ms  abRcnce.    That,  at  other  limea, 
lie  beliavcd  with  the  greatest  nffcctioa  towards  her,   ami 
expressed  regret  for  his  mi&conduct.     That  he   talkal    of 
being  visited  by  two  spirit*,  one  of  a  benevolent  the  other  of 
a   malign  chiu-actcr;  one  desiring  him   to  murder  h'la  wtf<^ 
and  the  otlicr  forbidiling  it,  and  tcUiiighim  that  he  would  bo 
liAppy  with  her  at  lost.     That  he  declared  his  8iatcr>  the  Da- 
roncAB  Sularoli,  to  bo  illegitimate.     That  he  was  auspicious 
that  his  roo<l  had  been  poisoned. — On  the  other  part  it  wn 
responded  that    in  none  of  these  opinions  or  actious  was 
thorn  nuytliing  that  could  be  reg:Lrdcd  as  evidencing  Inttauity 
111  BU  iudividuai  born  and  educated  iu  India,     ll  wa&  eliown 
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that  Mr.  Sombre  resided  with  the  Bcpnm  Sumroo  from  enr- 
\y  cliildhuodf  nnd  Lived  vilh  her  down  to  the  period  of  Iter 
ilfiitli,  save  only  tluring  the  time  when,  as  a  boy,  lie  resided 
nitli  the  lluvd.  Mr.  Fiithcr,  to  whose  habits  and  manners  he 
then  temporarily  eoaforined;  that  such  resideuce  produccJ 
no  permtineat  chnugc  in  his  hiihits  and  fceliiif^ji,  which  vere 
eiMDiitinlly  tlioite  of  a.  native  of  India,  ia  the  couditioo  of 
life  to  wliich  he  belungoil;  that,  in  regard  to  hia  Iiiihits  niiil 
condact,  there  wns  no  change  at  any  time  prior  to  his  de- 
cease. That,  although  he  had  to  some  extent  act]uired  au 
English  educntton,  so  ns  to  be  in  a  mensure  acqmiiutcd  vith 
tbc  manners  nud  habits  of  Karopeans,  yet  he  wiu  strongly 
imbued  with  the  fcclin)^  pcculitu-  to  the  natives  of  oricDtal 
eouutrics  with  respect  to  the  treatment,  demeanour,  nnd 
conduct  of  womca  ;  and  rclniiicd  snch  feelings,  amounting 
occasionally  to  fits  of  imcoiitrollable  passion  and  jealousy,  to 
the  time  of  his  ticalh  ;  and  that  he  was  mituially  of  an  irri> 
tabic  and  auspicious  temperament.  That  the  iiideecncics 
wliich  had  been  eharged  agaiust  him,  as  proofs  of  Insanity, 
were  really  to  be  referred  to  hia  early  habits  and  his  Indian 
notion*  of  dress;  and  that,  occn^ionally,  vhile  resident  in 
the  Upper  Provinces,  ho  had  appeared  in  his  dwelling-house, 
and  in  pKiccs  of  pnblie  resort  in  a  state  of  nudity,  or  with- 
out any  article  of  clotliing  except  a  "  hngotft,*'  futeoed 
round  his  loins  nnd  hips.  That  he  was  always  of  a  jcaloua 
diitposition,  nnd  frcr[ueatly  coropUuucd  of  the  usages  of  Guk- 
lish  society,  [certainly  most  abhorrent  to  the  prejudices  of  a 
native  of  India,]  which  compelled  him  to  allow  bis  wife  to  go 
into  eom^winy  where  she  received  the  attentions  of  other 
men.  That  his  distrust  of  General  Vontum  arose  from  the 
General  having  expressed  himself  in  terms  of  strong  aduu< 
ration  of  Mrs.  Dycc  Sombre.*     A  reference  lo  p.  330  ot  acq. 

*  "  Oiw  »  neTcT  Kakeit  bow  kb  wifr  *w»-    Snub  •«  imiatry  wuaU  W  con- 
iii<ler(d  isijuMlinuBi,  uid  be  f«ll  bj  ibc  biuboiMl  h  on  inmU.    Ii  u  lUIl  morv 


■a 

tfe  OBCOM  ef  MKxied  Hia- 
eMim  ttaiw ;tfc^ 

fltf  tteitactert  MtaoM of  propriety; 
uf  tfeae  ilatc    p'f*  vcn    BSBallj 
:  of  tkar  siitrev,  ml  tlMA  tfc^  admow- 
TfeirtllM  dMCraction 
iMcbhrtte  antaRofbialueKdiWUwiihftiod, 


.  ffaj.  «4  MT  «^  ^  M«  «*«  >.failh>^  wi*. 

tkU  pCT>««*  «'  *k*i  **'^  *Uk  thr  m%^ 
\pA  mi  fflJMu.  «o«U  t*k>tiM  tbdrk*d»|a 
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was  a  common  occurrence  nmoiif;  tlic*  iintircs  of  India;  tlint 
tliQ  upper  classcii  were  linbituiiily  npjiri^heiisire  ufiiiicli  a 
tWiitli,  nrid,  in  cnHe  orreniponiry  iUiies*,  conimniily  nttrihtittMl 
it  to  poison  given  to  kill  or  injure  thoin  ;  tfiat  Mr.  Sonibro 
WR«,  ftt  an  curly  «ge,  leil  to  believe  tbrtt  hU  life  wfts  in  (\mx- 
gcr,  moro  espccidly  hj  the  Uugum,  who  rrc<)ncnlly  Tnmrd 
Kim  to  take  precautions  a^inst  (livers  iridiv)(Iu»b,n[i<l  iiclvi»v<1 
Liiii  not  to  e«t  iitiytliitig  that  miglit  be  givcu  bim  by  any 
person,  even  by  tbe  bnsbands  of  bis  sisters.* 

It  wfts  nllegcil  also  that,  np  to  the  year  18-13,  Mr.  Sombro 
bjul  never  exprcuscd  nny  rcxpcct  or  gmtittidc  to  llic  Knat 
India  Compniiy;  but  tlut,  on  tlic  contrary,  he  bad  often 
bitterly  coniplmncd  of  thnr  conduct  to  bim.  Tins  was  met 
by  tbc  HtJitrmcnt  that,  previous  loliislcnviiig  India,  in  ]K3K, 
be  bad  decliircd  that  it  was  liia  intviilioii,  in  aecord»iice  nitli 
wbnt  lie  knew  to  Imve  becu  tlic  dc«irc  of  the  Hegnin,  to  be- 
queath tlic  bulk  of  the  property  which  be  bad  ftcquircd  from 
bcr  to  the  Ea&t  India  Conipnuy.  fur  tlic  purpoai:  of  fDimdin;; 
a  College  for  the  upper  chisacs  uf  nntivrA,  The  not  dissi- 
mibir  act  of  tbc  Cnlcutta  Bnibinin,  wbusc  cusc  lias  been 
given  abuTC,  i)1ii»tratcs  tlie  fact  thiit  tbc  giving  orbcqncnth- 
ini;  of  property,  by  a  naliif-,  is  by  no  means  a  certain  cvi- 
dciicc  of  friendsbip  on  the  pnrt  of  the  donor  or  testator 
towards  tbc  recipient. 

Tbc  Iteporta  contivin  various  cases  whicli,  out  of  Iiidia, 
would  be  rcgardeil  ns  nndoubted  inslanees  of  llomir'tdal 
Monomania.  As,  for  instance,  that  of  a  truuian  of  Pnriieaj 
who  confessed  ibat,  her  Kistcr-in-law  having  cotne  to  her 
bouse  and  accused  ber  of  tbcll,  and  being  exceedingly  in- 
dignant, and  under  the  influence  of  an  cril  spirit,  bIic,  as 
soon  118   her  relative  U-ft  the  liousc,  cut  the  throat  of  ber 


•  "Tbetilil  n^Jnh,  Bikaniuject,  died  In  June  I9M;  nml.  tlxnigh  lili  ilcalfa 
hul  lircnftriiut  limo  t^pwKO,  !«•  ""  snaitbr  l>ivatlit-<l  Lio  Ia*I  IIoiii  <<liar];fi  „t 
IhtHincf.  »'•"•  i""»i>n.  WT"  K"'  "|» »»  ""wJ  •"  U"*  "eiujiii."— Slettiisn's  Kiun- 
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own  infant,  only  15  days  old,  from  ear  to  ear;  and  then, 
being  seited  with  remorse,  began  to  cry  loudly,  by  which 
means  the  act  which  she  had  committed  was  first  disco- 
vered.* Or  that  of  a  Hindu,  at  Allahabad,  vbo,  finding 
a  neighbour  cutting  grass  in  his  field,  and  inattentive  to 
remonstrance,  returned  home  in  anger,  and,  forming  an  in- 
tention to  murder  hia  own  child,  a  girl  of  two,  drove  the 
inmates  of  hia  house  out  of  doora,  shut  the  dooor,  and  cat 
off  his  daughter's  head  with  a  iooMori,  or  aze.t  In  neither 
of  tUeae  cases  waa  there  any  evidence  of  Insanity  about  the 
criminals,  whose  atrocity  was  precisely  that  already  describ- 
ed at  page  422  of  this  Manual. 

Insanity  is  not  unfrequetUly  Feigned  by  natives  of  this 
country.  Notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  tact,  powers 
of  imitation  and  simulation,  and  unwearied  patience  in 
carrying  out  nefarious  purposes  which  mark  the  native 
character,  there  can  rarely  occur  any  cases  in  this  country 
where  such  simulatiou  ought  to  baffle  the  scrutiny  of  a 
medical  man  accustomed  to  watch  the  Insane.  In  fact,  it 
appears  to  be  a  very  safe  general  rule  that  no  one  can  pass 
himself  off  oa  Insane  to  a  medical  man,  nho  obser^'cs  care- 
fully, unless  he  has  studied  the  subject  of  Insanity  more 
closely  than  the  physician  baa  done. — This  is  scarcely  likely 
to  hnppeti  in  India.  Cases  of  some  difficulty  do,  however, 
occur  here  from  time  to  time.  Dr.  Kenneth' Mnckinuon 
lias  favored  me  with  the  very  interesting  case  of  a  Riijah— 
the  lineal  descendant  of  Seetah,  the  celebrated  heroine  of 
the  Kamayauah, — who  feigned  Insanity.  Dr.  Mackinuon  was 
offered  large  bribes  in  this  case;  and,  as  he  steadily  pro- 
nounced the  Itiijah  to  be  an  impostor,  he  was  accused  by  the 
Rajah's  people  of  having  taken  them  from  the  opposite  party. 
Ilia  decision,  however,  proved  correct;  for  when  the  Rajah 
found  that  the  Courts  were  acting  upon  Dr.  Mackinuon's 
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opiniftii,  ho  threw  off  Uic  cloak  of  imposture,  "ml  resumed 
tlic  trniisnctiou  of  liis  own  nOiiira. 

Otic  Shcodutta  was  tried  at  Bfiuda  for  tlic  murder  of  R 
police  diilfadiir,  (who  had  tiikci)  liin)  into  custody,)  by 
Btriking  him  on  the  head  from  behind  witli  a  heavy  taiiee. 
Siibse()ueiillr  to  the  commitment  of  his  case  to  the  Sesuous, 
the  prisouer's  brother  represcuted  that  be  hnd,  for  some 
time  previously,  been  Iniftue,  and  had  committed  the  deed 
in  a  tit  of  mndiics!!.  Tbc  Juilge,  therefore,  directed  that  the 
[jrlsoner  ehonltl  be  examined  by  the  Civil  Surgeon,  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  his  mind.  Tliis  ofTicer  reported  that  the 
man  wiu  of  sound  miud,  nad  quite  ratiouul  iit  iill  he  did — 
thitt  he  hud  had  frequent  opportunities  of  cxfiminiog  Shco- 
dutta, and  of  putting  such  qucetioDB  to  bim  as  he  thought 
rcctuiaitc,  and  that  he  bad  noticed  no  Insanity;  that,  though 
his  demeanor  when  answering  qucstioHs  was  peculiar,  his 
actions  seemed  perfectly  rational,  and  he  believed  him  to 
be  quite  capable  of  judging  right  from  wrong.  While  the 
Judge  fras  rending  over  the  nbore  deposition  far  the  iufur- 
mation  of  the  jury  and  the  prisoner — ^tbe  latter  gradunlly 
appniacbed  a  thick  walkieg-stick  lying  oil  the  Judge's  tabic. 
Upon  the  medical  ofliccr  snatching  the  atick  nwar,  the 
prisoner  made  a  dash  for  his  own  formidable  tatfee,  which 
was  in  n  corner  of  the  room.  He  was  Rtopped  by  a  chupras- 
ace,  whom  he  struck  violently  before  he  could  be  secured. 
He  had  rcmaiued  perfectly  calm  until  the  Judge  bcgau 
rending  the  Surgeon's  deposition.  There  wa«  no  other  eri- 
dcuco  of  Insanity.    He  was  tcntcnccd  to  death.* 

Kenkaroo  Noshyn,  of  lUmgiKirc,  confcased,  npon  being  ap< 
prehcnded  on  suspicion  of  having  murdered  his  nife,  that, 
being  seized  when  working  in  the  fields  with  an  attack  of 
6alirA  roff,  {that  is,  literally,  flatulency,  censidered  iu  thia 
case  to  be  "a  kind  of  hypachondria")  to  which  he  had  been 
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liable  for  about  a  year,  and  wliich  he  implied  macle  him 
ignorant  of  what  he  did  when  under  its  inflaence,  he  went 
home  and  cut  his  wife's  throat.  The  prisoner's  mother 
attempted  to  make  out  that  he  used  to  have  attacks  of  this 
disease  occasionallr,  during  which  he  used  to  beat  her  and 
his  brother ;  and  when,  on  recoverr,  he  observed  their  snUi- 
ness  and  was  told  the  cause,  he  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
it.  None  of  the  other  witnesses  had  ever  seen  him  nnder 
the  influence  of  this  disease ;  they  were  oulr  told  hv  his  mo- 
ther tliat  prisoner  beat  her  when  he  had  the  disease.  They 
stated  that  he  was  exceedingly  passionate,  getting  into  a 
violent  rage  when  anything  annoyed  him ;  that  he  went 
about  alone,  did  not  hke  talking,  &c.,  they  called  him  a 
"pagul,"  or  half  a  "pagrU,"  or  boura.  "When  in  jail,  he  was 
seized,  or  pretended  to  be  seized,  with  an  attack  of  the 
diseaac,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  33 
days.  The  Civil  Surgeou  considered  the  prisouer'a  madness 
to  be  feigned.  He  was  violeut  at  first,  but,  upon  being  tied 
aud  kept  upon  low  diet,  and  threatened  with  punishment  if 
he  made  a  disturbance,  he  very  soon  became  quiet.  On  the 
first  day  of  trial,  whcu  required  to  plead,  he  did  so  at 
once.  On  the  second  day,  when  asked  what  he  had  to  say 
in  defence,  he  would  not  speak,  made  circles  in  the  air  with 
hia  hand  and  other  gesticulations,  stopping  suddenly  and 
becoming  quiet;  and,  after  each  stoppage,  castings  rapid 
glance  at  tlie  law  ofHcer  and  the  Judge,  which  said 
plainly, — "what  do  you  think  of  that;" — After  being  once 
or  twice  told  that  an  answer  was  required,  he  gave  it 
slowly  and  hesitatingly,  as  if  apparently  the  act  of  recol- 
lection required  an  effort.  Tlie  Judge  considered  tliat, 
as  stated  by  the  Civil  Surgeon,  he  was  certainly  a  man 
of  a  very  low  grade  of  intellect,  but  that  there  was  no  reason 
whatever  to  believe  that  he  then  was,  or  had  been,  at 
any  time,  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  iucapable  of  judging 
between  right  and  wrong.     This  authority  sentenced  hiu  to 
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imprisonment  for  life  with  lahonr  KnA  irons.  Tlic  Jmlpps  of 
tlie  iriglier  Court  held,  tliat  tlie  mctlicftl  eviilencc,  »nd  Ibe 
fncts  OE  reeorii,  left  no  iloubt  in  llicir  miiids  as  to  tlie  pi^rfcct 
sniiity  of  the  prisoner;  and  tlint  the  mere  efloct  of  bodily  dU- 
eaae,  in  irritnting  tiis  temper,  could  not  he  regarded  as  formioK 
niKj-  suflicicnt  ground  for  mitig'iitiou  of  pmiislimeut  in  a  crime 
of  that  nature  :  they,  thcrcforf,  sciitniccd  him  to  Death.* 

The  ahove  cases  are  cited,  not  on  account  of  any  very 
rcmnrkablo  features  of  Mcdico-Iicgal  interest  which  they 
present,  but  as  affording  a  fair  idea  of  the  kind  and  amount 
of  feigning  nUich  ia  tikcty  to  come  under  invcstigatiou  in 
the  crtminiil  courts  of  India. 

The  moat  (liQIcult  class  of  cases  met  ir'itli  in  this  conntry 
is  probably  that  in  which  individuals  of  decidedly  and  eon- 
spicuuusly  weak  intellect,  but  gifted  with  a  degree  of  cud- 
liiiig,  almust  couipcusatory  to  the  higher  fucultica  in  which 
they  arc  dciicicnt,  having  faeeti  made  tuoU  uf  by  dnngcrouti 
persous  in  elTecting  their  iicfarimn  designs,  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  authorities,  who  demand  reports  upon  the  Htate 
of  their  minds  as  Becountable  beings.  Here,  liowcvcr,  the 
contest  bctwecD  the  lutellcct  of  the  Surgeon,  and  that  of  the 
idiot  should,  of  course,  tcriuinate  in  favor  of  the  former — 
especially  as  these  impostors,  if  watched  sufEcicnlly  long, 
rarciv  fail  to  neglect  or  over-act  their  parts. 

The  chief  modes  of  judging  of  tlio  lotwoity  or  Sanity  of 
Natives  is,  by  observing  whether  thcr  adhere  to  their  rules 
of  cnstc,  or  the  customs  laid  down  io  their  religion  ;  by  haviug 
surveillance  maintained  upon  iheni  by  the  Native  doctors  and 
by  their  fellow  prisoners  (an  unsafe  practice)  ;  by  watching 
them  when  they  are  nneonseious  uf  observation  ;  by  noticing 
whether  they  arc  sleepless  at  night ;  nud  also  by  employ- 
ing most  of  the  other  pliuis  of  luveslig&tiou  which  vc  luivc 
recourse  to  in  England. 
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A  1.— Fogo  JO. 

In  tho  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Calcutta  Medical  and  Flijsical 
Society,  for  July  183S,  Dr.  Duncan  Stewart  published  some  observs' 
tions  showing  The  Injurious  efficis  of  Artenic  employed  in  the  Atanu- 
faclure  of  Shell  Lac.  Ue  sliawcd  that  the  employment  of  the  Yellow 
Sulphuret  of  Arsenic  in  the  manufacture  produced  upon  the  bodies  of 
the  work-people  an  eruption  of  a  miliary,  dry,  and  papular  character. 
\Eczenui  Arstmcale  ?] 

B.— Page  69. 

Th«  Detection  of  Acanitine 

Is  ft  matter  of  such  great  importance  to  the  Toxicologiat  in  this 
country,  that  I  have  thought  it  right  to  reprint  the  following  observa- 
tions upon  a  general  method  for  detecting  the  Organic  Alkaloids  in  cases 
of  PoiBOiiiug,  by  Professor  Stas,  of  Brussels,  from  the  American  Journal 
of  Medical  Sciences,  January  IBSi, 

'Whatever  certain  authors  may  have  said  on  the  subject,  it  is  possible 
to  discover  in  a  suspected  liquid  all  the  alkaloids,  in  whatever  slate  they 
may  be.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  every  chemist,  who  has  kept  up  his 
knowledge  OS  to  analysis,  will  not  only  succeed  in  detecting  their 
presence,  but  even  in  determining  the  nature  of  that  of  bmlies,  the 
properties  of  which  have  been  suitably  studied.  Thus  he  will  be  able 
to  discover  conia,  nicotine,  aniline,  picoline,  pctinino,  morphine,  codoine, 
narcotine,  strychnine,  brucine,  voratrinc,  colchicine,  delphine,  emetine, 
eolaninc,  aeonitine,  atropine,  and  hyoscyamine.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say  that  the  chemical  study  of  all  these  alkaloids  has  been  suffici- 
ently well  made  to  enable  the  experimenter  who  detects  one  of  tbcm 
to  know  it  immediately,  and  aOirui  that  it  is  such  an  alkaloid,  and  not 
such  another.  Keverlbcless,  in  those  even  which  he  cannot  positively 
determine  or  epecify,  he  may  be  able  to  say  that  it  belongs  to  such  a 
family  of  vegetables — the  Solanaccie,  for  example.  In  a  case  of  poison- 
ing by  such  agents,  even  this  will  be  of  much  importance.  The  method 
which  I  now  propose  for  detecting  the  alkaloids  in  suspected  nititters 
is  nearly  the  same  as  that  employed  for  extracting  those  bodies  from 
the  vegetables  which  contain  them.  The  only  diU'erencc  consists  in  the 
manner  of  setting  them  free,  and  of  presenting  them  to  the  action  of 
solvents.  We  know  that  the  alkaloids  form  acid  salts,  which  are  oiiuallT 
soluble  in  water  and  alcohol ;  we  know  also  that  a  solution  of  these  acid 
Bulls  can  he  decomposed,  ho  that  the  base  set  at  Uherly  rcmuiua    either 
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mommtonly  or  p«rnuuicntlT  in  tolutioa  ia  Ui«  liqaiJ.  /  Aapc  ohtervtd 
that  itU  tie  tolid  and  ^JteH  atkaioid*  abotf  fjivmerattd,  vhen  tnaijUaiiud 
in  a  free  ttatf  and  in  mlutioH  in  a  tijttid.  can  be  taktn  up  by  tUhrr  mhen 
thit  tolvtra  in  in  lafflcitiit  tpiaHlitf.  TliUB.  to  cxUftct  an  klkftloid  from  & 
soapoclod  lubataaov,  this  only  problem  to  riiMlT«  conatiU  in  Kportting, 
b;  tlw  •i<l  or  *iniptit  mfiUM,  the  foreign  nature,  &nd  th«n  to  find  k  buft 
whi>ch.  in  rendering  the  nikiluid  free,  rctAiiu  it  in  NlaiioQ^  in  order 
that  Uie  ether  may  extract  it  from  Ibo  li<iui<l.  Sucocmitq  treatuicatt 
hy  w»t«r  ftnd  alcohol  of  diSeronc  ilt^reea  of  conRvmtration,  mffices  for 
Mipnratlr^  tha  foniga  nsuMn,  and  obtaining  in  a  ■mall  bulk  a  salutian 
in  ith!ch  ihe  alkaloid  caa  be  found.  The  bicaihiiiuile:!  of  poluli  or 
soda,  or  th«ae  alkali«i  in  a  (■atulto  Mat«,  are  convenient  baaca  fur  *«tUng 
the  allcaloiils  atlitHiny,  nt  the  lame  time  keeping  them  wholly  in  eola- 
tion, capedallj  If  the  olkiklolds  hsTv  boeci  combined  with  an  excea*  of 
(nrtaric  orofoxulic  acid. 

To  sepnrnte  foreign  robstanoes,  cnimol  ar  otherwiut,  from  the  tnnpect' 
ed  m altera,  recourae  ta  commnnty  had  to  the  tribosic  iiccUitc  of  lead,  and 
precii^latang  the  lead  oAeriranle  by  a  current  of  eulphurclled  hydrogen. 
A*  I  hare  lerCTfil  timoc  witnowil,  thi<  proeiitdurc  boM  uiiiny  and  very 
serioaa  incoRTeoioncei.  In  ibc  lint  place,  the  trlbaiic  acKtale  of  lead, 
eren  when  used  in  large  ciccas,  oomes  far  ahort  of  precipitntio);  all  the 
foreign  nuttcn ;  tccondly,  the  nilpharett«d  hydrogen,  which  ta  uAcd 
to  precipitate  the  t«ad,  remains  in  combination  with  certain  orKafue 
natters  which  undergo  great  ohaofea  by  the  action  of  the  air  and  of 
Mren  a  moderate  heat  j  lo  that  atumnl  liquida  whiob  bare  been  prcci* 
piuted  bf  the  tribasic  aceute  of  lead,  and  from  which  the  lead  ha« 
twcB  tepantted  afl^rwardi  by  hydroiidphuric  acid,  coluur  rajudly  on 
exposure  to  the  air,  and  exhale  at  the  uune  time  a  putrid  odtiiir,  which 
kdheiei  finuly  to  tho  matten  which  we  extract  aflerworda  lirom  tk«ee 
liquid*.  Tha  vm  of  a  talt  of  lead  preatnta  nnother  fDconreiiienoe,  nt. 
the  introduction  of  foreign  Btetala  into  the  anaiMcted  mRllvra,  m  tliat 
that  portion  of  the  lutpceted  tnbttance  !•  rendered  unfit  for  telling  for 
mineral  aul^atancea.  The  aucceariTe  and  combinod  tue  of  water  aod 
alvobol  at  diOerent  lUlct  of  conoentniion,  permit*  ui  to  learch  for 
nineral  aabataaccs,  whatcnr  he  their  nature,  ao  that  in  ilii*  way 
uothiog  ia  eompromiteil,  which  ia  of  innvenae  arivanto^  when  H^ 
analynt  doca  not  know  what  jKilion  he  ia  to  look  for. 

It  h  hardly  ncccxnry  to  say  that,  in  mcdico-lcgal  T«aearches  for  the 
alkaloidt,  we  oujtht  never  to  use  animal  t^hanroal  for  dcc<i]ori2li^ 
iho  ll<)uida,  because  we  may  lose  all   the  alkaloid  in  the  rajpcclc*! 

4   B 
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mtttera.  It  is  ^oerally  known  thit  tnioial  charco*!  Kbrorbs  these  sab- 
sunc«a  at  the  same  time  that  it  fixes  the  colouring  and  odorifenmt 
matten* 

The  above  obBerrations  do  not  proceed  jrom  speculative  ideas  onlj, 
but  are  the  result  of  a  pretty  long  series  of  experiments  which  I  haTe 
several  times  employed  for  ditcoveriiig  these  organic  alkaloids.  To  pnt 
m  practice  the  principles  which  I  have  thus  explained,  the  following  ii 
the  method  in  which  I  propose  to  set  about  such  an  analysis  :  I  anppoae 
that  we  wish  to  look  for  an  alkoloid  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach  or 
intestines ;  we  commence  by  adding  to  these  matters  twice  their  waght 
of  pure  and  very  strong  alcohol  ;f  we  add  afterwards,  according  to  tiie 
quantity  and  nature  of  the  suspected  matter,  from  ten  to  tbirty  grain* 
of  tartaric  or  oxalic  acid — in  preference  tartaric;  we  introduce  the 
mixture  into  a  flask,  and  heat  it  to  160°  or  170"  Fahrenheit.  After  it 
has  completely  cooled  it  is  to  be  filtered,  the  insoluble  residue  wasbed 
with  strong  alcohol,  and  the  filtered  liquid  evaporated  in  vacuo.  If 
the  operator  has  not  an  air-pump,  ttie  liquid  is  to  be  exposed  to  a 
strong  current  of  air  at  a  temperature  of  not  more  than  90*  Paht«nhdt. 
If,  after  the  volatilization  of  the  alcohol,  the  residue  contains  tkttr  or 
other  insoluble  matters,  the  liquid  is  to  be  filtered  a  second  time,  aad 
then  the  filtrate  and  washings  of  the  filter  evaporated  in  the  ur-pump 
till  nearly  dry.  If  we  have  no  ur-pump,  it  is  to  be  placed  under  a 
bell-jar  over  a  vessel  containing  concentrated  sulphuric  acid.  We  ■» 
then  to  treat  the  residue  with  cold  anhydrous  alcohol,  taking  care  to 
exhaust  the  substance  thoroughly  ;  we  evaporate  the  alcohol  in  the 
open  air  at  the  ordinary  temperature,  or,  still  better,  in  vacuo  ;  we  now 
dissolve  the  acid  residue  in  the  smallest  possible  quantity  of  water  aad 
introduce  the  solution  into  a  small  test-tube,  and  add  liitle  by  little 
pure  powdered  bicarbonate  of  soda  or  potash,  till  a  fresh  quantitr 
produces  no  farther  effervescence  of  carbonic  acid.  We  then  agitate 
the  whole  with  four  or  five  times  its  bulk  of  pure  ether,  and  leave  itt* 


*  ^Tbli  Li  no  douM  (ru«;  ire  iiiu«t  not  uh  animal  chnrcnaL  to  decolorlte,  ami  then  loot 
tor  tbe  alkaloid  In  the  liqaid,  but  xe  maf  u<e  il,  al  Uiil  tn  the  em  of  itrjchnia  •nd  k 
orihe  non-ioUtile  atkalaida,  (o  •cpaiala  them,  and  then  ite  look  for  ttaem  jn  (A«  elianfi 
See  notice  of  Orahatn  and  Hofmann't  Procew  for  Delecting  airrchntne  Uonlhlu  JiiTait. 
Aaguit,  I8S!,  p.  110  ;  Pliarmaci'ilical  Journal.  toI.  li.  p.  OM,  Kay  IS52.] 

t  When  we  viih  lo  look  for  an  alkaloid  In  tlie  litBue  of  an  organ,  aa  the  liver  heut  o 
lungi,  we  rnaiit  first  divide  tbe  orRan  Inio  terj  imBll  tragments,  moitlea  the  tnaaa  with  pen 
MroDj  alcohol.  Hen  eipresi  itroni[ly,  and  bj  after  Iroalmcnl  with  alcohol  enhauat  the  Umh 
of  ererrlhing  Kluhle.  The  liquid  lo  obtained  it  lo  Ije  treated  In  Uie  lanie  way  u  a  niiilan 
of  auapecled  matter  and  alcohol. 
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Ktlle.  Wbcn  tlic  ciher  swirnmiDg  on  Ibe  tup  is  {lerfectly  el«itr,  then 
de4;anl  same  of  it  into  a  capsule,  aud  leave  it  iu  a  verjf  drg  plae$  to 
•pontancouR  aTaponiLiun. 

N«w  two  onicr*  ot'  tiling*  may  pwsont  tliomMlvM;  oith«r  lh«  ftllca- 
luiU  (!iinl:unisiJ  in  tlie  iua|iet.'lfiii  lumer  ia  liquid  and  volatile,  or  eoliil 
aud  fixed.     1  eholl  dow  ranaiiluj'  thene  twg  bjpollieM*. 

J^raminatinn  /or  a  Lifvid  and  VolatiU  Alkali. — Wc  auppose  Ihtrv 
vxijta  a  Ufiaiil  aud  *oliiti[u  alkiUuid.  In  sueli  a  «ai«,  by  iltoova|)an- 
tiou  of  tlic  cilicr,  tliero  reuuuna  ia  the  iiuiilc  of  iltu  cupnulc  ivmc  smaJl 
liquiil  (tiiffi  nliich  Tail  to  Hiti  liultum  of  tbe  vi-mcI.  Id  tbii  caac,  uoder 
thH  influeoce  of  tbe  beat  of  the  li&ud,  tlie  uontiMita  of  tLe  ca|>i>iili;  exhale 
na  odour,  more  ijt  lca»  iliaagniuablc,  wliiili  Imcomcs,  accor<liiig  to  the 
nature  of  ibn  alksloid,  more  OtIms  pungent,  ^uiTocfttiDg,  irritant;  it 
I>rei«iila,  In  ibort,  a  luoll  lik«  llia.t  of  a  volatile  alkali  maskod  bj  an 
miiinal  odour.  If  wc  discover  any  tracca  or  tLc  prcMDec  of  a  vulaiile 
alknloi'l,  iti>  iulil  iIiimi  to  ibo  cootonU  of  t^c  v«»4i>l,  from  vrbivb  wc  bsve 
(leaantcd  a  tmall  quantity  of  vthur,  onear  two  fluid  drachina  of  aatraa){ 
BolutiaiiMf  vauttic  |>oluli  ur  sola,  and  agitate  tbu  uiixturc.  After  » 
KuRicieDl  time,  wc  draw  olT  tb«  ctbcr  luto  a  (cst-tubci  wc  exbauat  tLs 
mixturo  hj  two  or  tbivo  trcattucnte  villi  clb«r,  and  uiiit«  all  tbc 
alborMl  lluiila.  Wc  ]>our  afliu-wonU  into  tliia  eltier,  boldiog  tbe  alka- 
loid In  aolution.  one  or  two  drnchoii  of  water,  acidulated  with  a  GlUi 
part  of  ita  wuixbl  of  puni  tuIpUurio  acid,  agitato  it  for  Muo  time,  leave 
it  to  tcttlc,  pnuT  off  tbo  ctlior  jwiuimiag  on  the  top,  and  waafa  tbe  acid 
liquid  at  the  buttom  wiib  a  new  ([uaiiiily  of  ether.  An  tho  nulphatM  of 
lainionia,  of  nicotine,  aniline,  (luinoloioc,  ptcolinc,  aud  |)«iiuiiic,  are 
Bittinlj  inaolulitv  in  i;tbcr,  ttie  wal«r  acidulated  with  tulitliuric  acid 
contains  tbc  alkwUiid  iaa  nnall  bulk,  and  In  the  slate  of  a  {luni  ntl> 
phat4! ;  Vut  af  the  nilpbato  of  cutila  ia  aolublc  in  ctbcr,  the  ether  majr 
cnnluni  a  uiiaU  quantity  of  thia  alkali,  hal  Uie  greater  pnrt  rcnuuni  in 
lh«  Acidulated  walurjr  tmlutiun.  Xlte  etbur,  on  tbu  other  lianil,  rclaiin 
ftl)  the  auiiual  aiaitcn  which  it  has  taken  fruui  the  alkaline  aolutioaa. 
If  it.  on  tpi/alao«vue  evii|>onitiDn,  leave*  ■  amall  ijuantity  «f  a  feebly 
coloured  ydlowinb  rctidne,  of  a  repulsive  animal  odour,  mixed  with  a 
uerUiDijuantityorfuliiluittt  ofounine,  thia  alkaloid  eaixtain  tbi<  tuspoot- 
•d  niattor  under  aanlytia.  To  extract  the  oUcalwd  from  tJio  jolutioa 
of  tlio  Mtd  aulphAtc,  wc  add  to  lh«  iatUu'  an  atjuooui  ai>d  coneoatrattd 
aolutiun  of  [Witdsh  or  cauaUc  loda,  and  agitate  aud  cxliau^i  ibe  luiclure 
with  pure  ether ;  the  clhcr  dbaotvca  amtnonia,  and  the  alkaloid  ii  now 
free.    Wcexpoae  Ihe  ethereal  mIhUob  9t  thekwcotpoaiible  tciufier* 


vithtktMher,  vUbtlht  ■ftkkUnBMM  u  mtdw.  To^KbmM 
tW  iMC  tnee*  irf  i^nik.  n  plieB  te  ■  few  amialM  tbc  tomI  cem- 
Uniqg  Ae  allaUd  to  «  tmob  onr  Klpbane  acid,  ami  oblaU  tbt 
■MgMife  dbleU  Minh  ^  cbankal  ud  phtM^  cfcanctan  wiiA 
bidoag  IS  it,  ud  «Ueft  il  k  aow  tW  thantt't  doty  lo  Hftffiw 

I  aniGMl. «■  dtt tal  dT  Hsrdi,  l»l,  dH  ptoeeH  aUoli  I  ten|aw. 
crifcwl,  totte  deMOim  oTaieMbe  in  lie  blood  ftm  i1m  h«Tt  t^ » 
da^  poiMBcd  bj  two  nbic  eeatimetrc*  [0.78  C-I- j  of  lUoMae  tntradiK- 
ad  bio  tfe  aOTidNgta,  tad  I  ««■  able  in  k  moct  pewiiTt  wurmfr  lo 
dcteTMM  Ibt  prcMMC  ofnicabae  in  tbe  blood.  I  wm  kUe  le  dtM^ 
■iM  in  phTneal  dMnctan ;  its  odour,  tMte.  nd  klkaihutr.  1  no. 
nwdtil  in  obtwii^  tke  ddon»>|ilsttBUe  of  tke  baw  pcrfectlj  rrjinffjiml 
U  qwadriUicnl  rimoboidal  prinai  of  i  nt&er  du^  jtUaw  coloar,  and 
to  ■wocrlMB  tkmr  iamAmbOitj  is  ■ImImI  asd  etber. 

t  teve  in^^  *'^  ***>"  prooBM  for  the  d»t«ctioB  af  eowi  in  ■  vnr 
oU  UnclaK  ot  hemlock,  which  nj  frtatd  ind  coUeagne  M.  da  SmfSimB 
WW  M  kind  M  ta  pat  kt  nj  disponl ;  >ad  I  wa«  eqaallj  ■iirniwfiil  ia 
extnctiRC  froa  tbe  Uqtud  colourkM  «omi,  pfwenlii^  all  tbe  pbyMcal 
and  ^T*^"-*!  prcfjniM  of  tbb  alk*U.  I  wu  bUo  4ble  to  prave  ibat 
tbc  etkcr  wludi  bolib  ronb  in  KJution,  canics  off  •  miabla  pottua  of 
tlu*  alkaloid  wieo  the  tolreat  u  axpoaed  lo  qxmtaaeoaa  evapondan. 

rrniwia<ri"iia/ir  m  S^tJamd  FixtH  A{k^oidj~-h*t  tu  bow  rappoK 

tbst  tba  alkali  ii  lalid  and  fixed  ;  in  that  raao.  atnording  Lo  ilu)  uaUm 

of  tbe  alkali,  it  taaj  happen  tkat  the  eTapontion  of  ibe  cthEr  ramltiag 

IhMB  tbe  treatawBt  of  the  acid  maltcr,  to  which  we  hare  add«d   bjcar- 

botiata of  loda,  awj  leaT«  oraot  a  reaidae^  eoniaLDing  in  alkaloid.    U 

it  docs,  we  add  a  solution  of  caustic  potaah  or  soda  to  tbe  Uc^tdd, 

and  agitato  it  bmUj  with  «tbcr.    Thia  dtawlrcs  the  vcgeublc  alltaloid, 

DOW  free,  tad  ttiaainw^g  ia  the  aolalioB  of  potuh  or  toda.    In  ciibcr 

rate^  rxbauit   the  matUr  with  rther.    Whatever  be  tb*  agent  wbhdi 

hai  set  the  alkaloid  frcr.   wbcther  it  be  tbe  hicarboiiata  of  «ada  or 

potub,  casHie  todi  or  pctuh,  it  tcataiu,  by  tbe  en^poratioo  of  IIm 

ttbcr,  oa  the  tfde  of  the  ca(wul«  m  a  ttXA  budj,   bat  mora  CfNuaealy 

•  ooUxniaM   uSXiy  liquid  holding  nUd  matur*  to  nupcnnoa.    TW 

odour  of  tbofubftaooe  ie  animal,  dingrieabl^  bat  not  pongcDl,     U 

tufoa  Uanaa  paper  penaaocntly  blue, 

Wben  we  ibn  diioortr  a  tolid  alkaloid,  the  fini  thing  to   do    it  ta 
iTj  aod  obtain  it  la  a  rr^stalEne  state  •»  u  lo  be  able  to  detcnniae  iia 
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foim.  Fut  some  drops  of  alcohol  in  tli«  capmlv  whicli  oontuns  ibe 
nlknloii),  snd  Iravc  tlm  nulutlon  to  apontancoua  erapor&tion.  It  u 
liDwcver,  VCT7  rare  ttiat  ttio  Blkaloid  obtwuiHl  hy  ihe  above  proceM  id 
pare  enough  to  crysUUize.  Almoal  Uway*  it  is  aoilcd  by  Toreiga 
inatton.  To  isolate  tbeM  •ubitancea,  lome  dropi  of  irat«T,  feebly 
acidulated  vitb  salphnric  acid,  arc  poured  into  the  capaule,  and  llien 
moved  QTcr  lU  aurfave,  to  aatu  brin^  it  in  contact  with  tbc  matter  la 
the  capanle.  Generally  we  obscrre  that  the  acid  nater  does  aotmoisten 
the  rideK  of  the  tcskI.  The  matter  which  ia  oonluncd  in  it  icparatei 
into  two  partai  one  fonaed  of  ttrcaay  matter,  irbicb  rcmaiiiE  adbcr«ol  to 
thesidea — the  other  aUcalioe,wliichdiBeolvc8  and  forBia  an  acid  iulpbale 
We  CBUiiously  decant  the  add  lii^uid,  wfaicb  ought  to  be  Uuipid  owl 
calourluae,  if  the  procesB  hsa  been  well  executed  i  the  capniile  in  well 
waflhcd  with  oonto  drop*  of  acidulated  water,  added  to  the  lir«t  liquid, 
and  tlie  whole  ii  craporaled  to  three- four  tint  in  racuo,  or  under  a  bell- 
jar  over  nulpliuric  utiil.  We  put  iulo  the  residue  a  verjr  coiu^rntrated 
aolution  of  pure  carbonate  of  potash,  and  treat  the  whole  liquid  with 
alMoIuto  alcohol.  This  dissolvM  the  atkaloid,  while  it  l^avoa  nnieuched 
the  culpliatc  of  potaab  and  exceja  of  carbonale  of  polaih.  The  era- 
poration  of  tJic  alco'bolic  lolution  girc  us  the  alkaloid  in  crygtals. 

It  ii  now  the  chcniiat's  businc«i  to  determine  ita  pn>pcrties,  to  be  aMc 
to  prove  il>  indiriduiliij-.  1  have  applied  the  principles  which  I  have 
ju»t  vxpaimded  to  tbe  detection  of  morphine,  iodine,  atrj'elinine,  brocine 
TeratriiK,  emetine,  colcbioine,  acoiiitiuf,  atropine,  hjoicjomine— aiul  T 
have  succoetlcd  in  inolating,  without  the  lca«t  dilScuily,  tht:»c  dilTcrcnb 
alkalies,  previouslj  mixed  with  foreign  matters. 

I  hare  thus  1>ccn  able  te  extract,  by  thia  procoM,  morphine  from, 
opium,  tlrycbninc  and  brucine  fron  uux  vomica,  rcratrinc  from  catracl 
of  Tcratram,  emetine  from  extract  of  ipecacuanha,  colclticino  from 
tincture  of  colcbicum,  aconitine  from  an  aqueoua  extract  of  aconite, 
hyoicjamine  from  a  rcrjr  old  extract  of  henbane,  and  atropine  from  an 
eijually  nid  tincture  of  belladonna.  Thiit  it  is  in  all  confidence  that  I 
Hnbmit  iliia  proceta  to  the  conaideration  of  eheminta  who  undertake 
medlco-lefal  researches. — AmeruMU  Journai  ttf  Pkarmm-ff,  Jannary 
1 853,  from  B^Utin  lit  tAcadtmU  Rv^U  de  iliAeeimf  de  Befyi^tit 
Tom.  vi.  No. 3;  Edinburgh  Monlhlg  JoKn^d  a/  Aftitkat  Scu»n,amt 
Pikarm.  Joam. 
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■]ieciini>n«  i]«vii  to  Uie  Society  in  FcbruBr;  18S7.    lie  Ktated  AaU  as 

fu  u  he  could  Icnra  fiwn  (be  natlvo  Kccoonta,  the  A^Mitn  pol^uit  ni- 
i<.iDb]e«  dowl]'  tlii^  Nipnl  plunt,  (AconiM).  He  1>cli<^ved  It  tn  be  n 
wry  [lutvcrritl  drag,  Uid  attributed  the  rUJun:  of  Uic  vxperiinenta  iiiw1« 
with  Dr.  Wallk'h**  vpcriinens,  (broufcht  down  ihe  prorioos  year)  to  the 
ajie  of  iho  roots,  wUich  tpociily  become  inert  by  kee^'njc.  lie  stAtwl 
Ibntthe  appornliiB  employe')  for  i1«<rtniying  iiniiniilii  wiih  tins  poittm 
conaiits  of  a  sltorl  arroif,  the  head  of  which  is  plcni.ifiilly  vniviired  with 
the  powdered  root  made  up  into  a  pMt«,  by  h<Jp  of  tb«  OUmKo  jui«6, 
■a  deMrihird  l>y  Dr.  VVallich.  Tlus  amvw  U  iaicrtod  into  tlw  barrel  of 
ft  niKikct.  the  head  projecting  ext(>mally.  and  tlia  gun  i>  diacliarged  tn 
the  nrdioary  way.  It  is  sajd  by  the  Uiahmeca  lliat  an  elephant,  woonil* 
•d  in  the  ffAoiifcfcr  hy  tiii*  cmpoisoQcd  weapon,  dica  in  a  few  minutea; 
but,  when  itruok  in  Ihr  hinder  pitrti  of  tlio  body,  he  lives  till  next  day. 
Tliii  is  CTiilcntly  the  poison  alluded  to  by  Dr.  McCmIi  in  hi*  Topo* 
p-apliy  of  Aaiatn — puMlaheJ  during  the  Munc  year.  He  deacrilimit 
as  beiitff  ffrown  only  by  the  Ahors,  a  inountaia  tr!b«  inhabiting  the 
banks  of  tha  Sampoo.  Its  cultivation  in  k^^l  a  great  (Kn?t,  nnt)  tbey 
carry  their  precaution  ao  fur  as  to  bnil  it  before  leaviug  tlieir  eouiitry 
*D  as  to  destroy  all  vegetation  [we  have  already  seen  that,  in  Bengal 
tho  nwc  of  the  Aeanihim  ftroT  i*  generally  made  to  undergo  some 
loaklng  or  torUiana  proce*«-]  It  ii  bron^t  into  Suddia  by  ilie  Abort, 
tied  up  in  little  bundles,  and  has  tlie  appcaranre  of  a  finall  liliroiu  root 
It  b  prepared  fur  ute  by  pounding  tlic  roota  to  powder,  ntd  nixinf  it 
intoapaate  with  the  jnioo  nT  a  tree  called  Olf/^Oy  so  u  to  give  it 
tenacity,  ami  make  it  adliere  to  the  arrow  bead.  S»  fnlal  arc  ita 
cfTeelA,  thitt  uvcn  a  acrali-h  from  an  arrow,  so  poiaaoetl,  ta  ri>llowe<l  by 
almAst  inatant  death.  This  is  tbe  poiaon  uted  by  all  Hgcr-lcillere  for 
poi toning  their  arrowa.* 

C.  1.— raj^  138. 

ON  THE  SnUPTOMS  OF  POISONING  BY  THE  INDIAJf  SPECtKS  OF 
DH.\TO0n.V-IIV   DR.  H.  GIIUL'D. 

From  the  Ist  January  1848  to  the  present  date  (SOih  January  1849.) 
fifty-on«  cades  ofpnioonini;  by  dbatoora  har«  hven  trcatttd  in  the  Jaaa- 
rdjae  Jovjcchlioy  lluipital;  the  f-eneial  eharaclcr  of  their  aymptoiBa 
have  L-lotwty  ntacmbleil  tliose  induced  by  Tintura  tintmumum,  m  several 
inttanoca  exliibitiug  the  three  lUaiiuct  itoj^cs,  Ut  of  piiuory  dcJuium : — 
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2nd  of  sopor  or  even  coroa — and  3rd  of  final  deliriam,  which  have  been 
observed  to  mark  the  action  of  henbane,  belladonna,  and  other  soUnace- 
ous  plants,  as  well  u  that  of  the  atramoninm.  It  is  seldom  however 
that  patients  are  brought  to  hospital  before  the  Snd  stage — (that  of 
sopor)  has  commenced,  and  very  frequently,  not  until  the  3rd  Bta^^e— 
that  of  secondary  delirium  has  supervened  ;  and,  in  the  great  majoritj 
of  cases,  either  from  the  smalt  quantity  of  the  poison,  from  the  large 
amount  of  food  ingested  with  it,  or  from  peculiarity  of  constitution,  one 
single  stage  of  delirium  is  alone  observed. 

The  following  is  the  general  course  of  those  cases  in  which  the  full 
effects  of  the  poison   are  manifested  : — The  patient,  in  the  primary 
stage  of  delirium,  is  found  in  a  state  of  extreme  restlessness,  usually 
attempting  to  wander  about  as  if  in  search  of  something,  but  frequently 
from  giddiness  and  extreme  muscular  weakness  he  is  unable  to  walk 
or  even  to  stand  i  he  either  vociferates  loudly  or  is  garrulous  and  talks 
incoherently ; — sometimes  he  is  mirthful  and  tangha  wildly,  or  is  sad 
and  moans  as  if  in  great  distress  ;  most  generally  he  is  observed  to  be 
very  timid,  and  when  most  troublesome  and  unruly,  can  always  be  cow- 
ed by  an  angry  word,  frequently  putting  up  his  bands  in  a  supplicating 
posture.    When  approached,  he  suddenly  shrinks  back,  as  if  appre- 
hensive of  being  struck,  and  frequently  he  moves  about,  as  if  to  avoid 
spectra.     But  the  mast  invariable  accouipaniment  of  this,  and  of  the 
final  stage  of  delirium  and  frequently  also  of  that  of  sopor,  is  the  inces- 
sant picking  at  real  and  imaginary  objects.     At  one  time  the  patient 
seizes  Iiold  of  parts  of  his  clothes  or  bedding,  pulls  at  his  fingers  and 
toes,  takes  up  dirt  and  stones  from  the  ground,  or  as  oflen  catches  at 
imaginary  objects  in  the  air,  on  his  body,  or  on  any  thing  near  him ; — 
very  frequently  he  appears  as  if  amusing  himaelfby  drawing  out  imaginary 
threads  from  the  ends  of  his  fingers ;  and  occasionally  his  antics  are  so 
varied  and  ridiculous,  that  I  have  seen  hia  near  relatives,  although 
apprehensive  of  danger,  unable  to  restrain  their  laughter.    Many  of 
these  singular  movements  appear  to  originate  in  a  curiously  impaired  or 
disordered  state  of  vision  in  which  distant  objects  seem  to  the  patient  as 
if  very  close  to  him,  and  those  that  are  near  as  if  highly  magnified ;  for, 
frequently,  after  gazing  for  some  time  at  a  distant  object,  he  will  att«mpt 
to  grasp  it  as  if  it  were  cloae  at  hand  {   and  he  starts  back,  when 
approached,  as  if  he  thought  the  person  approaching  would  the  next 
moment  touch  him.     This  state  of  vision  may,  in  part,  depend  upon  the 
widely  dilated  pupil,  which,  as  in  poisoning  by  other  solanaceous  plants, 
is  an  invariable  symptom  in  all  cases,  and  is  persistant  through   each 


!itag«,  ami  cTcn  eftntlmica  for  somo  tia*  «ftcr  «>>in|tIcto  recovery.  Willi 
tho  r(jrp<;ijin;r  fTtiiptonifi,  prcat  dlvemly  in  the  slate  of  the  circulutjoii  U 
met  wiili  in  timVreiit  imlivi'Iiiiils,  nml  fxxti  iii  iln"  wiiii*  iixiiv Mnal,  at 
different  p«iiods.  In  tbe  i^'CBter  uumber  oT  ctue^  tbe  Ictiiperature  of 
Ibe  Eurface  Htid  the  stnMiglh  of  tke  pulie  are  natuinl;— although  tlie 
rate  of  tbc  luttor  in  UBiiall;  aoniewbat  itccQieraU'd  (90  or  100).  In 
other iastanccJi  the  puheii  miirlLquu-kerlban  natural,  (112  or  120),  fbJI, 
finn,  or  even  sharp;— [lie  tcniiilcs  tlirob— the  respiration  is  hurried,  and 
thi!  surface  of  tho  body  ii  hot.  Whilst,  as  a  third  and  less  Trcqutnt 
enndirlnit,  Iho  pulse  is  quix^k,  siiinll,  and  feeble,  tlic  re«piialiuii  slow,  and 
t]ic  Kiirfncc  cnld. 

Tli«  ^d  stage  Il»t  ofRopor,  is  the  at«t«  in  wbicb  i  gmt  number 
nfciue*  nre  fintt  brought  under  notice.  Tboy  are  tlien  found  either 
in  a  stale  of  profound  tupor,  «r  in  one  of  excesiiivc  dnwninees,  from 
wliicb  they  may  be  partially  and  moBicnlarily  aroused  to  aauc  degree 
of  con»c!ousneM ;  thcro  is  low  multmn^  delirium,  tremor,  >ub»ilt«i* 
tondinum,  and  tuoit  Daually  the  chmacterigtic  caictiing  at  objircta,  al- 
iliongh  the  pnticnt's  eyea  may  be  closed  at  the  time.  lufourcawa 
only  have  I  uiet  with  deep  cooia,  ntler  inscuaibitity  and  stertorou* 
bteatliing,  and  in  two  of  these  tbere  was  a  riMnarkable  tympanitic  state 
i>r  t)i(t  abditmcn. 

'these  all  appeared  to  be  in  great  dan]:«T t  but  like  the  milder  cun, 
tilliiDAtely  recovered  af^cr  paf*iiig  through  the  final  stage  of  ddiriuin. 
Asgreat  adivL-mity  in  the  ttaifl  of  the  circulation  bas  been  ob* 
serred  in  ihii  2nd  aa  in  tbe  precedinft  Stage  of  the  opemtion  of  the 
]HiisoD— the  pulse  being  frequently  quick,  full,  awl  firm,  with  throb- 
bing teinpka,  and  h«at  of  surface;  whiltt,  iu  other  caKs,  a  oold 
damp  skin  bKM  accompanied  n  nnall  foeblo  pulse,  tearcely  pereepUble 
at  the  vrritt ;  aud  this  without  auy  currc* ponding  diScrcnco  Ju  the  ss* 
tunj  of  the  other  symptomn. 

The  3nl  sm^e  of  final  diilirium  has  not  been  obaerved  lo  differ,  in 
any  retpcct,  cither  In  rcgrnnl  to  the  nature  of  the  ilcliriuni  or  to  the 
conUitiuu  of  the  circulation,  from  the  primary  stage. 

Tho  most  numcroua  eaees  aro  thoM  in  which  neither  topor  DOr 
coini  is  observed,  but  oidy  the  ayniptoi&a  coinioon  lo  both  atagea  of 
delirium. 

Tho  foUovrIng  ia  a  statement  of  tbe  condilion  of  (he  patients  at  th« 
time  of  their  admUaion  into  tlw  Janaetjee  Ji-eJc«ldioy  Hospital : 

In  a  «tate  of  excitement — aftervarda  comatoffo i 

In  ncomaioK  sinic    ...-.;......... 'J 

4  <; 
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In  a  state  of  sopor • IS 

In  a  deiirious  state  vlthoat  sopor  or  coaut   .» 29 

Total 51 

The  patients,  on  recoTery,  unially  state  that  they  have  little  or  no 
recollection  of  any  thing  that  occurred  subsequent  to  their  Last  mealt 
which  may  be  supposed  to  have  contained  the  poison ;  so  quickly 
does  it  appear  to  take  effect.  In  one  instance,  however,  I  ascertain- 
ed that  a  coachman  drove  his  horses  very  steadily  two  bonrs  afier 
taking  a  meal  which  had  been  drugged ;  but,  at  the  expiration  of  the  third 
hour,  active  delirium  came  on,  and  continued  for  about  eight  hours. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  discover  the  general  duration  of  each  of  the ' 
stages  above  indicated  ;  but  this  is  rendered  extremely  difficult  from 
the  varied  periods  that  elapse  before  the  padents  come  under  treat- 
ment I  and  the  final  stage  of  delirium  is  that  only  in  which  I  have  been 
able  to  arrive  at  even  an  approximate  conclusion  on  this  point.  When 
the  patient  revives  fnim  the  state  of  sopor,  he  recovers  through  that  of 
final  delirium  usually  in  from  six  to  ten  hours ;  and  this  appears  to 
fae  the  general  duration  of  the  delirium  of  those  milder  cases  in  which 
neither  coma  nor  sopor  occur ;  doubtless,  the  action  of  the  poison  is 
prolonged  in  some  cases  by  the  quantity  of  food  ingested  with  it. 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  of  poisoning  by  Datura  must,  of  course, 
be  guided  both  by  the  nature  of  the  general  symptoms,  and  by  the  par- 
ticular state  of  circulation,  which,  as  before  mentioned,  may  be  very 
varied  under  the  same  train  of  general  symptoms.  If  the  patient  be 
seen  soon  after  the  poison  has  been  taken,  a  promptly  acting  emetic, 
as  sulphate  of  zinc,  may  be  administered;  and,  where  sopor  with  cold 
clammy  skin  and  feeble  pulse  has  supervened,  an  emetic  of  Ipeca- 
cuan  and  Sesqut carbonate  of  Ammonia  seldom  fails  thoroughly  to 
evacuate  the  stomach.  In  the  stage  of  coma  or  even  of  sopor  at- 
tended with  heat  of  skin,  throbbing  temples,  and  full  firm  pulse, 
emetics,  I  think,  should  not  be  employed;  both  because  their  operation 
might  favour  cerebral  congestion,  and  because,  when  the  case  has  ad- 
vanced to  this  stage,  the  poison  has  probably  left  the  stomach.  In  the 
stages  of  delirium  where  this  is  of  an  active  kind  and  attended  with 
much  excitement  of  the  circulation,  great  relief  is  usually  obtained  by 
the  application  of  a  few  leeches  (I  to  2  dozen)  to  the  temples ;  the 
exhibition  of  the  cold  allusion  once  or  twice,  and  the  use  of  small 
doses  of  tartar  emetic   and  opium.    This  combioation,  in  doses  of  from 
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hnir  a  grain  to  a  grain  ofUrUr  eroctio  vitb  30  or  30  aiinimiM  of  lauda- 
num, rrpCAlcd  every  2  or  3  boun,  Rcncmllf  prove*  a*  cdicaLioiu  u 
in  llie  analogous  staU  of  tsqitcnu-iit  ibnt  ofcura  in  <le1innin  lr«ni<^n». 
On  the  Olher  hiin*l,  when  either  tlio  ilcliriuni  or  llic  *apaT  is  accoin- 
paniud  liy  coliint'M  of  tite  surface  of  the  bodjr  and  >  fmall  feeble  palse. 
tJic  use  of  tlic  aliiiiulanlfl,  as  ammonia  unit  ether,  will  btf  iiiilicalvil 
At  it  probablf  occur*  in  many  <-nec9  llial  iho  fl<-t>on  of  tlic  {>niKon  u 
pFolfln^e'l  by  it<  bnitig  taken  vilb  Urge  quantiljea  of  food  and  thai 
being  only  Kiidiiatly  absorbed  in  it«  pa»nn;ie  tliroujjh  the  iiitvalined 
ovnl,  tliv  early  adininuttstiDn  of  an  Bgivricnt,  at  cutor  <»l,  ii  obvigua." 

E.— Pag*  143^ 

An  important  ««  of  PaiKoning  fty  (we^iw  ^raiia  of  Tinx  Vomxea  (l9>en 
by  ■  native — "  to  cure  an  ulrur  on  iho  bacW,")  r«!i'ov(*red  from,  will  be 
fband  in  the  TranKicliuna  of  tbo  Uombny  Medical  and  Pbyeical  Society, 
fur  I8S3-54,  p.32I, 

Mr.  A.  Gibson  mcniioTia  having  hranl  that  lomo  of  tbw  more 
debaucbed  among  the  Rojoola  of  the  Province  of  Gnicrat,  um  the 
/Vkc  ctfmica  aa  a  stimulus)  and  tbii  to  the  extent  of  two  irceds  daily — 
but  tbc  praotico  is  not  general.  Sktitii  of  Iht  Prorine*  of  Gattivt. 
Tntataciiont  of  Iht  Hfedwat  auii  Pftifsienl  Society  nf  Bombay,  No.  I, 
p.  as. 

ProfciMr  T.  W,  Wilson,  of  Calcatta,  kaa  mcnliontd  to  mo  ft  very  re- 
rnarkabte  and  imporlnni  cajiu  of  on«  of  hij  own  native  doefoni  wbo« 
being  a  great  xiflrrer  I'nm  rfaronic  rbviitniiiioni.  wu  in  the  habit  of 
grating  the  A'lu  I'umka  A'af  into  water  id  suflleient  quantity  to  produce 
rigidity  of  the  litKly.  H'livn  hii  body  becaniv  rigid,  be  remained  ijutto 
sontible,  and  lJt9  jiiuii  of  i)ie  Kbeumallm  ecaaod. — A  fact  widl  ditMerr- 
ing  of  atlenllfin,  u  nhnwing,  I  believe  for  the  flrU  time,  that  nearly 
the  full  action  of  the  drug  may  bo  produced  upon  the  nervous  (y«h;ai 
without  neei.>w>arily  cndangoring  life. 

l>r.  W.  H-  rindcll  ha«  rvcvntly  made  aoine  obit^rvatlona  wbieh 
'would  lend  to  ahuw  ll)at,in  dogi  at  \tiuA, /mtxI  anallowcd  in  lar^e 
(juantitic*  acts  u  AO  antidot«  to  Slryeiiua.  'Vhv  tubjcel,  bowevcTi 
a|)pean  to  eull  for  further  observation,  Amfrican  Jvitnuil  of  ftledieal 
Eicience*,  for  Ort«U.T  iSiS,  fK  541. 

V.—Vmge  163. 

A  eoK  in  uihiei  a  man  tnvUitKttt  a  eoiuiiterakSe  ^taktitg  of  Attlitle  nf 
OyyWiUd  anerwardt  about  htif  unimiKr  «f  HuetUiid  0*1  of  PeyprrmuU 
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is  recorded  bf  Ur.  Bftleigh.*  He  vas  admitted  into  the  General  Iloa- 
pital  in  u  perfectly  comatoae  state  ;  breathing  stertorous  ;  pupils  di- 
lated to  the  utmost  possible  extent;  pulse  slow,  hard,  labouring,  but 
not  full,  countenance  bloated  and  purple  ;  foam  issued  from  the  mouth. 
Skin  warm,  all  mental  and  voluntary  power  completely  suspended.  The 
case  was  at  first  believed  to  be  one  of  apoplexy,  and  was  treated  accor- 
dingly. On  the  following  day,  he  became  perfectly  sensible,  and  began 
to  suffer  from  marked  symptons  of  irritant  poisoning.  Under  treat- 
ment, the  irritable  state  of  the  stomach  abated  on  the  fifth  day,  and  con- 
siderable inflammation  of  the  fauces  and  lining  membrane  of  the  trachea 
supervened,  which  continued  to  trouble  him  more  or  less  for  about  a 
month.  The  earlier  symptous  in  this  case  appear  to  have  been  attribu- 
table to  Poisoning  with  the  Oil  of  Peppermint. 

Dr.  Schroder,  of  Gottingen,  having  undertaken  an  experimental 
investigation  into  the  subject  of  the  Action  of  Aniidatet  to  Poisoning 
by  Copper,  arrives  at  the  following  conclusions  : — 

Uydrated  Magnesia  is  juat  as  little  of  an  antidote  as  the  Alkaline 
Carbonates,  the  hydrated  oxide  of  copper  that  is  formed  being  gra- 
dually dissolved  by  the  stomachal  and  intestinal  acids.  Magnesia  may, 
however,  retard  the  effects  of  the  poison,  although  it  cannot  entirely 
counteract  them. 

The  Hydrated  Sulphuret  of  Iron  decomposes  the  salts  of  copper  im- 
mediately, and  the  sulphuret  of  copper  is  well  nigh  insoluble  in  the 
juices  of  the  alimentary  canal.  How  far  the  sulphuret  of  iron  may 
act  injuriously,  by  liberating  sulphuretted  hjrdrogen  gas,  further 
experience  is  required  to  show. 

The  reductive  power  of  Sugar  takes  place,  at  the  temperature  of  our 
bodies,  far  too  slowly  to  be  available  in  acute  copper  poisoninj;.  It  may 
be  useful  when  taken  abundantly  iu  water,  to  excite  or  favor  vomiting. 

Of  all  pharmaceutical  substances  Ferrocyanidc  of  Potass  is  the  best, 
large  quantities  may  be  taken  without  material  disadvantage  to  the 
economy  ;  the  Ferrocyanide  of  Copper,  which  is  immediately  produceil, 
being  very  insoluble  ;  milk  and  white  of  egg  neutralize  poisonous  sails 
of  copper,  and  have  the  advantage  of  being  easily  obtained,  care  shouM 
be  taken  to  evacuate,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  albuminates  and 
cascatea  of  copper  thus  produced — Bulmer  Repertorium,  1855,  Ko. 
2,  and  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  October  1855, 
p.  540. 

■  Tioniaelimu  ef  [lu!  Mealcal  and  PliTilcal  Soclrlj  o(  Cdcutta,  lol.  t.  p.  130, 
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G.— rifiv  iiu. 

Tail  Caui  af  Coliai  Piciimum  in  Nolin»  Iiivc  been  rqwrtnl  by  Dr.  W. 
8.  Cliaru-n.*  TW  pkticDU  were  Ino  Suwor*,  wW  liiwl  bcvo  wnicticoc 
pr«viuu«ly  nnder  Dr.  ChirterV  trcniment  lor  sjrpbtli*,  but  mho  had 
nKT^nttj-  (usrii)  tnkcn  tlirep  wliicv  povrtlvm,  one  on  tliri>G  »ucc«Kii««  dnjm, 
prescribed  for  tlicm  hj  a  Fukeer.  Tfcia  roan  made  no  lecrct  of  bis 
prescript iun,  and  anid  lli&t  be  bnd  been  coiutautl;  Intbcbabit  of  giTiag 
(ucli  mctliWno  with  tinjiiitiily,  prnnribinj*,  nt  ihp  iiitm«  lime,  corliun 
rule<i  and  rMtnctioni  rp^iLrdlng  diec,  wliicb,  lie  snid,  lliey  hnd  ii?(;Ii!<:ti!d 
to  follow,  Mitl  bail  suflL-rcd  in  conMtiuencu,  Hi*  ntcwipC  wu  an  fnllaws  : 

1  Tula  (.tboiit  3  tJrncfaini)  of  "  Ban*  Locbun"  "  Baiuboo  Eyc»,"  iinidl 
Dodulef  fiinnil  in  lli^pitb  of  unme  tjteciet  of  buiiboo. 

2  Tulasof  "  Moorda  Sune,"  (Lllbargc^  rubbed  up  together,  (indmai)6 
into  tbrce  powder*.  One  powder  gircn  duily,  in  a  portion  of  rice  und 
gho«,  for  threo  luocMnvc  day*.  Dr.  A.  Smith  hat  pubHuhed  an  ae- 
count  ot  An  Kfidifntic  of  Colic,  apparmtli/  catitfit  fiy  rtp  prf$t>ice  of  t-^ad 
I'n  the.  Sugiir  aiiH  ArracA  served  out  to  ihe  nca  of  U.  &I.  37th  R^- 
iiienl,  at  Newera-EUia,  Ceylon,  in  1853.  MontUi/  MeduxU  Jimrwit, 
Marcb  1S53,  p.  -iO!!. 


n.— Page  170. 

Cat*  of  Poitaaing  by  Gambag«. 
Mr.  A.  JamMtJM  bas  pubiiiiho'l  tin  caw  oradrlicaloPanei!  fotnalv, 
Bg«d  19,  vbotoolc  Blx)iit(Ar«</riirA]uof  PipeGambog«(Taliia  thrmpie) 
Ifar  lb«  pnrpoaeof  (elf-dratrnctibn.  Wbco,  tome  five  baunal^mrdi.Bba 
was  c«IUpi«d  from  the  violent  vomiting  and  purj;in|[  «hidt  commenced 
about  two  b«iir«  after  tnkiiiK  ihe  drug.  Tho  matiert  pasaenl  w«re  of  a 
d«ep  ynllaw  colour,  and  lliu  pain  and  sufivrinx  vrcrv  Tery  jcrcal  t  ti- 
mulanU  wete  siren,  and  friction)  emploj-cd,  and  the  cvllap*v  piu»cd 
off ;  but  tli«  evaeaatinna  eontinnt^d  fr^nvnt,  with  ittrnininir  and  Rriping, 
and  wtu-c  chtcfly  of  yellow  inucua  for  loutc  dayi  alter.  iHie  rvcovcred 
klowly. 

H.  I.— Paga  na 

A  CRK  in  wlticb  ■  nngular  vesicular  eroplion  «M  produced  bj  the 
external  application  of  ibo  juivc  of  Anaraniiiim  OritatuUt  or  UarAtHg 

•  TniuMiloiu  Ut^im  ta4  nv«cBl  Sotttir  or  B«wb«r.  tW-K  p.  Mi. 
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Ifvt  will  be  fonnd  recorded  b^  Mr.  A.  Gibion,  in  the  TransftcUons  of 
the  Medical  and  Fhysical  Societj  of  Bombay,  vol.  i.  p.  332. 

I.— Page  ISO. 

Dr.  U,  T^Uer  has  given  some  account*  of  a  Diitatt  named  Lfera,  which 
affeelt  Barley  during  iu  growth  in  the  Upper  Frovinces,  and  which  ia 
uid  to  destroy  an  immense  quantity  of  grain  annually.  The  vitiated 
■ubstance  is  supposed  to  be  an  organized  body,  which  malies  its  appear- 
ance in  the  earliest  stage  of  the  grain's  growth,  and  gradnally  increases 
until  the  ear  is  fully  formed,  and  filled  with  a  black  matter.  The 
diseaae  doea  not  resemble  that  called  the  "  black  rust"  ia  Scotland ;  but 
is  more  like  the  ergot  on  the  rye,  when  the  spur  ia  short  and  affects 
nearly  all  the  pickles  of  the  ear.  The  diseased  grain  is  represented  as 
being  extremely  poisonous.  Several  chickens  having  eaten  of  it,  all 
died  in  about  24  hours,  tt  does  not  appear  in  the  wheat  of  India,  but 
an  analogous  disease  is  observed  in  Oats,  and  occasionally  in  the  cones 
of  Bajrah  (fiofeuj  Spicatus)  in  which  latter  case  it  is  tuuoed  Kindi^ 

L  a — Page  313. 

Ward  thus  describes  the  Ordeal  by  Fire,  as  practised  by  the  Hindns. — 
"  The  accused  person  mokes  nine  square  marks  in  the  ground,  each 
sixteen  fingers  wide,  leaving  betwixt  each  square  an  empty  space, 
sixteen  fingers  wide  ;  he  then,  through  a  brahmin,  worships  a  certain 
god,  and  atlerwards  makes  an  iron  ball  red  hot,  and  worships  it ;  after 
the  bathing,  and  clothing  himself  in  new  apparel,  he  sits  with  his  face 
to  the  east,  near  the  brahmin  who  performs  the  ceremonies,  who  puis 
into  his  hands  some  ushwutthu  leaves,  barley  corns,  and  dooroa  grnss, 
and  then  the  red  hot  boll ;  taking  which,  in  his  open  hands,  he  walks 
tiirough  seven  of  the  nine  squares,  and  then,  putting  his  foot  in  the 
eighth  square,  he  lets  the  ball  fall  upon  some  kooshu  grass  in  the  ninth. 
After  this,  he  rubs  some  grains  of  rice  between  his  hands,  and,  if  the 
skin  break,  or  his  hands  appear  sore,  he  is  supposed  to  be  guilty;  if 
not,  he  is  declared  innocent.  In  the  latter  case  he  entertains  the 
brahmins." 

A  gentleman  of  this  author's  acquaintance,  in  the  year  1814,  saw,  at 
Sirdhana,  a  man  who  had  been  charged  with  embezzling  the  property 
of  the  Begum,  go  safely  thrmigh  the  trial  by  fire  ,■  but  this  man  did 
not  retain  the  ball  in   his   hand  a  second   of  time.     The   most  common 


■  CalcutlB  Umllcal  ud  Pbjdcfti  TrauucUttni,  rol.  r,  p,  Ml. 
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onlmd,  acronliajt  to  Ward,  u  llie  Tritd  ky  Hot  Clarified  Butttr,  (Ghee.) 
Ill  1607,  a  trial  b,v  Ibis  lafAt  of  urd«al  tovk  uUc«  At  *  village  bmt 
Kii<l(l«ft.  A  young  inArri«d  woman  wu  charged  with  a  criminal  En* 
triguv.  Id  the  Bbaeocc  or  her  huiliand,  but  ilunicd  the  rliivrge,  antt 
oRcrci)  to  undergo  lite  litpla-mtuhuka,  urdesi,  ibo  liusbtuil  ]>rc|iarc(J  tlie 
ruiiui<)t«  urticic*.  nnil  iuTit«4  the  bralimin*  ;  when,  in  ibc  prtwncc  of 
Hcvi<n  tlimjiiRnd  tpeciaton,  Bhe  underwent  the  ordcail,  by  putting  bvr 
lioni]  into  ilie  builiu^  Itbee,  wiihuut  r«e«iviiig;,  u  !■  laiJ,  tlie  teait  injurr. 
tbuugb  adrop  of  tbe  bot  liquid,  fnlltag  on  tlic  baud  vfR  brabniin  to 
nbam  hUo  wu  togiv«  tbcgoldoiibftll  wbich  Hbehad  rkiicd  fram  lb«  {lan, 
rau«d  n  bliiler  on  bis  band.  A  ei re n instance  of  ihc  same  nature  ia 
related  tn  ibe  39<!tb  i>«gc  of  ibt  1st  voluiao  of  ibe  Aiiatic  Itesearcliea. 

By  tlie  nindii  law.  if  a  Soodn  sat  upon  tbo  carpet  of  a  brabmin, 
Ibc  magiitimte,  bsviog  thmHa  nd  M  irvm  into  Ait  /undamtttl,  and 
Iraaiitd  bin),  was  to  banitb  him  th«  kingdom. 

J.— Pftg*  216. 

Sv*ptKxiiyn  by  the  Feet. — Th«  following  d«M<Tiption  of  tbe  torlum 
iiiflicK'd  u(>i>n  women  lunpected  of  witcbcrat)  among  tbe  Bliwl<  it  from 
an  article  publJahcil  ■»  tlie  East  ladia  Army  Magazine  for  October 
1U4.  *' Tbc  Mtttence  of  ibeBboopa  (witcb-findcr)  Ui'iag,  ^jM  forib, 
twenty  or  thirty  mvn,  tha  foromosl  i.vrrying  a  few  grains  of  ib«  sncrod 
'  oorud'  (n  smsU  grain  iHcd  in  divination  for  tbe  i1i>rovery  of  witebes) 
as  acbancQ  againilfurtber  evilt  appr«ad)  courteously  tbe  unfortunate 
woman's  dwelling.  Sbo  if  niiod,  if  pociible,  before  bcr  cursa  or  aril 
eye  can  fall  ou  any  oae  preseou  and  otcr  bcr  dim  eyes  'n  inttjotly 
bound  a  clulli,  contaiuiog  finely  pounded  chillies.  Ticil  hands  and  fcvt, 
sh«  ii  carried  away  to  a  noigbboariag  tree,  where  a  crowd  an  asson- 
blcd,  to  eat  and  drink  at  Ibe  sick  man'i  or  bis  relatives'  expense,  and 
witness  or  assist  in  tbe  disgosting  ceremony.  Two  strong  rojM%  is  or 
So  feet  l^ng,  ar«  tic)  to  tbe  wonan't  ankles,  and  two  otben  are  faitened 
round  hei  waist :  she  is  then  holstcd  up  to  a  branch  of  the  lre«,  and, 
amidiC  the  yells  of  the  aisenibly,  tbe  ordeal  commences.  From  early 
nnra  to  sanact,  her  head  lumging  dowawarUs,  she  is  awung  to  and  (ta 
with  {reAl  Tiulene«;  md,  aUould  tbe  iliat  day  not  confeai  to  baring 
bL>witehed  the  lick  mun.  the  same  btuial  wnrk  cimmences  next  moraing^ 
and  ia  continacd  for  ibroe,  four,  or  cren  fire  days.  Generally,  how- 
ever, long  before  (be  Gr»t  day  ha>  paMcd,  the  burning  of  tbe  eyea,  iba 
cutting  of  hor  feet,  or  the  agoniea  caused  frou  dctcroubalivn  of  blood 
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b>  the  heai),  forces  her  to  CDnTeu  that  she  has  coveted  a  piece  of  land 
belonging  to  the  paUent,  or  that  she  has  recdved  some  injury  or  insult 
Bt  his  hand ;  and  that,  to  procure  the  one  or  revenge  the  other,  she  is 
eating  away  his  heart.  She  must  then  request  that  a  particular  goat 
be  brought,  in  the  throat  of  which  a  vetii  is  opened,  and  frequently, 
when  atill  bandied  and  swinging,  she  drinks  every  drop  of  blood  which 
comes  from  the  struggling  animal.  This  ia  a  substitute  for  the  sick 
man's  life,  and  the  witch's  craving  for  blood  being  satisfied,  a  friend 
now  proceeds  to  ascertain  if  the  sick  man  be  better.  If  he  reports 
favorably,  the  woman  is  generally  released  from  ber  tortures,  and 
brought  into  the  patient's  room.  With  a  bunch  ofneem  leaves,  she 
continues  for  some  time  making  pass^  over  the  invalid,  particularly  his 
head ;  a  lock  of  hair  is  also  cut  from  the  crown  of  the  wiloh'a  head  and 
buried  in  the  ground,  that  the  last  link  between  her  and  her  former 
powers  may  be  broken.  Her  inflnence  is  also  destroyed  by  counter-charms 
of  the  fihoopa,  and  sixe  may  be  received  by  her  family :  but  more 
frequently  she  becomes  an  outcast,  and  dies  as  painful  a  death  as 
that  from  which  she  lias  just  escaped.  This  is  the  wildest  ordeal 
through  which  the  Bheel  witch  can  pass.  Should,  unfortunately,  her 
senses  forsake  her,  the  ravings  of  madneas  and  groanings  of  pain  are 
considered  true  evidences  of  her  guilt.  Her  inability  to  make  the 
usual  confessions  is  imputed  to  the  secret  influence  of  the  devil  or 
her  own  obstinacy ;  the  angry  and  intoxicated  crowd  become  greedy 
for  revenge,  and  the  senseless  body  is  soon  cut  to  pieces,  or  a  fire 
is  hastily  kindled  under  her  head,  and  the  innocent  woman  is  burnt 
alive." 

K— Page  319. 

In  addition  to  those  already  cited,  a  case  of  SponUmeauM  Pvplure  of  the 
Spleen  occurring  in  a  native,  tet.  28,  suffering  from  "  common  continued 
fever"  has  been  reported  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Browne,  of  Hydrabod,  in  the 
Transactions  of  Uic  Medical  and  Physical  Society  of  Bombay,  for 
1853-54,~p.  318. 

L.  1.— Page  336. 

Mutilalion. — According  to  the  Hindu  law,  if  a  person  of  Sudra 
cosle  plucked  a  brahmtn  by  the  hair,  or  by  the  beaid,  or  seized  him  by 

■  CklCDtM  Mcdlnl  and  Plirrinl  TrinMCllDnj  «o).  T,  p.  lU. 


tlM  neok,  ibe  magtstntc  vu  lo  cut  off  bot)t  Ai«  Band:  If  &  Sudn, 
lbro4i|;b  pri(l«,  gpat  upgu  a  bnhuia,  Itia  £if;>i  wrf  (9  ^  cW  off. — 
VitxA. 

It  hat  been  reci>ntl7  su.t«d  that  the  lata  Cootf  Riija  mt»  in  llie  li«bil 
of  keeping  thoK  in  hii  pmcac^  coiuUuU/  in  an  nttituik  «f  isppUcft* 
tion ;  and  that,  if  their  UaivIb  4lropp«il,  he  onlweil  lhM«  menber*  to  be 
■truck  off.  Ifanj  complaint  oraa  uttered,  the  odTending  Lipa  were  to  be 
cut  awa;. 

Or.  Gibton  mcniiont,  in  hit  aeeount  uf  the  FrovincA  of  Gutctat) 
publiihcKi  in  the  lit  Number  uf  th«  Tniii>B(^Liuui  of  the  Medical  Mid 
Fh^iica]  Socleljr  of  Bombajp.  thai,  amviig  tbc  Doonjas,  the  crime  of 
•orcerjr  ■»  T«y  cOMinon,  ami  that  fuxnj  women  may  l>c  wen  thn>uj;1iout 
tho  countrj  wlioae  Notes  Aom  bttn  cut  off,  at  ttiu  (iiiiiiahment  of  their 
witchcraft. 

I}r.  L'liuckcrbutty  IclU  me  thoti  iaai«  jcars  udcc,  b  per»OD  ofl^ppc- 
rah,  diacuvcring  tbnt  hia  brothor  waa  intriguiag  with  biit  wifc^  orumcu- 
kted  the  man,  and  cut  udTtbu  woman's  bneaita. 

A  gentloman,  who  lias  bven  long  resident  !n  Mipol,  informs  me  that 
Mutilatigti  waa,  a  few  jtATi  »!n«e,  one  of  the  Mmmoneit  judicial  pum»h> 
neats  in  Katmandu.  Ho  bas  fn!C|uentJj  known  tho  Nots  cut  off  An 
•duller^  aod  public  ihamc.  the  Ilanda  for  theft,  aod  the  Testtclea  for 
npe  awl  bestiality.  Under  tbc  prnvnt  more  inlJKhtviied  natirego- 
Tenimcnt,  Mut<Ulit>n  is  almtxt  wholly  pTohihit«>d  by  law.  A  caae,  how- 
ever, occurred  nothing  lineu,  in  which  a  woioaD, formerijr  of  goodcaate, 
h«¥iBg  T«ppatcdly  broken  the  caste  of  men  of  retpcclabtlity  hy  iatrigu- 
inji  with  ihem,  waa  at  length  seized,  deprired  of  the  end  of  h<r  no*** 
■nd  turned  out  of  the  eountrf . 

L.— Fsg*  too. 

ttetectiatt  0/  Blood-Staina  on  a  Kaf^e  eorttfii  icitk  ffaaf.— IL  Dao- 
bnwa  waa  Rqueatod  to  aacertalti  the  exiaienco  of  Blood-Staina  on  ft 
knife  which  waa  cuvpecUd  to  have  been  uaed  in  tlw  eomniadoa  of  e 
tBuMt^r.  nie  knife,  having  lain  a  long  time  in  a  damp  jrface,  waa 
ruMwl ;  but  certain  bright  nut  fh>e  apoU  coald  be  diaiinguiahcil  amhl 
lite  nut.  On  heating  tU  point  of  the  blade,  ihvae  »fc*»  acaled  ofi*. 
wbiJe  the  roit  remained  adhereol  j  on  the  other  hand,  on  immening 
th«  knife  in  dtluLe  hydrochloric  acid,  the  bright  apots  remained  uii* 
touched,  although  lIm  mat  waa  readily  diaaolrei,  It  waa  probahlB 
that  Utcae  bright  ipota  wtre  hlwU-ataiBs  t  bu^  ae  avoie  aon-iutrogcnoua 
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organic  acidi  will  produce  liiniltf  marki,  lome  of  the  deUched  tcslea 
were  heated  in  a  teat-tabe,  and,  bf  the  dlBengagement  of  Ammonia 
fyota  the  hanatine  of  the  blood,  caused  a  blue  colour  on  reddened 
litmoj  paper.  The  whole  blade  was  then  macerated  fen:  a  long  time  in 
diaUlled  water,  which  actjuired  a  reddish  discoloration  ;  and,  by  ihe 
■id  of  a  tens,  fibrin  could  be  seen  adhering  to  the  blade  in  the  ^toaUon 
of  the  bright  spots.  Ammonia,  added  to  the  solution,  caused  no  preci- 
pitate ;  nitric  acid  gave  a  white  precipitate  ;  it  became  turbid  by  heat ; 
solution  of  chlorine  at  first  produced  a  green  tint,  this  colour  then 
disappeared,  and  white  flocculi  were  deposited.  These  different  fluids 
baring  been  eraporated  to  dryneu  and  burnt,  and  the  residue  ^ssolved 
in  hydrochloric  acid,  demonstrated  the  presence  of  iron  by  its  appro- 
priate regents — JowiuU  de  Chemia  MidicaU,  and  Amtriaat  J<mrmU  of 
Medical  Scieiwey  October  1854,  p.  S7i. 

M.-PBge  373. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Society  of  Bombay,  in 
Korember  1&5S,  Mr.  Sylvester  pcunted  out  that  Barwtteu  could  reatUht 
bo  dUtingmtded  from  Vemmoiu  Snakei  by  an  examination  of  their 
teeth.  The  poisonons  kinds  are  deficient  in  an  outer  or  marginal  row 
of  teeth  in  the  upper  jaw,  which  are  present  in  the  harmless  varieties, 
and  are  fixed  to  the  maxillary  and  pre -mandibular  bones  ;  but, — their 
place  is  supplied  by  the  grooved  poison  fang.  Doth  varieties  have 
two  palatal  rows  of  teeth,  which  run  from  before  backwards,  a  little 
outside  the  median  line  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  and  are  embedded  in 
the  palatal  and  pterygoid  bones.  A  few  exceptions,  however,  occur,— 
as  in  the  genera  "  Dryophu,"  "  Dipnu,"  and  "  Bucephalut"  where  the 
marginal  teeth  increase  in  sine  backwards,  and  several  of  them  are 
traversed  by  a  groove  through  which  an  acrid  saliva  is  injected  ;  but 
no  true  poison  ghind  exists.  Mr.  Sylvester  remarked  that,  in  making 
an  examination  of  poisonous  snakes,  some  little  care  is  necessary,  as 
they  have  the  power  of  concealing  the  poison  fang  in  the  lax  gum,  by  a 
TotaUon  backwards  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone ;  and  thos  tber 
effect  a  change  in  the  direction  of  this  large  tooth,  which  would,  other- 
wise, impede  the  passage  of  the  food  through  the  mouth. 

N.— Pago  557. 

The  following  recent  observations  on  Oi»omunia  deserve  oarefnl  attentioB : 
Another  form  of  drunkenness  remains  to  be  described, — namelr,  tha 
paroxysmaL    This  is  tha  form  which  has  been  mentioned  by  writen 
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(6nthj  Uutdand,  wbo  termed  It  />i/mi>iwiiiw)  u  « Irac  muitii,  ind 
«hi«li  is  lAcognised  (■>  b«  tuch  bjr  dl  practically  scquunt^d  with  1a- 
uiiii,v.  Knlmann  tirst  obaurred  this  ofiecliou  ia  Itussis.  where  il  u 
lenueil  tapoi  (uuf-nidit,  drinking  dtfcoMi  or  maiiift).  Bnihl-Kronaer, 
£niiuaiiii,  Krii^di^icl),  llvak^,  Gu»latn,  Mitt  othcn,  hKM  alM>  trMted  oT 
it.  ItrouJ:iau  and  Kajer  adopted  th«  term  Oinomamia.  Hany  writvn 
bxTe,  bowwcr,  treated  i>f  thd  alTectuHi  ss  if  it  were  a  (una  of  deliriiui 
treniensi  lowhicb  it  iaundoubtt-dly  ({cncricallj  allied,  but  from  whiclii 
ncv«rtbel«u,  it  is  ^MKifically  diiiinct.  ForaMw  aflV-ctiid  witU  Ibe 
paroryimai  foru  are  fur  ibe  moat  pari  of  (» mpenw  or  even  abstinent 
liabiis.  and  arc  only  aiucked  M  intorrals  wiib  the  disorder,  which 
conaiita  in  tbe  gratification  of  an  irapak«  to  avallow  ^timulonU  in 
enorniQiiP  <}iiBCS  foraporiod  of  d«&uite  duraUun  :  wliiii  thu  paroxj'Km 
oeue*  and  the  isdindoal  reiuaics  bis  temperate  or  abttincint  inod« 
of  life.  Dr.  Uut«lii:9on,  of  tlie  tilatj^w  Luaatio  Asj'Ium  (Report 
ti>r  1042),  bns  giveu  ibe  be*t  detailed  afcount  of  the  dii«aat!  in  the 
English  laiigiiago.  liu  notes  thrtiu  tbrinn, — (be  acute,  tbu  penudic, 
and  the  «broiuc.  Tlio  acute  ie  the  rareat  of  the  three,  and  occura 
aasaettuel  uf  exhanBtiiiit  caums,  u  feven.  puerperal  or  iit«Tino  b»- 
morThage,  cxctiuiTtt  venereal  iadul^uoe,  be.,  or  ia  certain  fin-iui  of 
djrap^uD ;  !d  the  laiicr  Cix  il  is  rerj  apt  to  became  cbranic.  The 
penodic  furm  is  m-ut  witb  im  ptrivwi  u-Mv  Aatw  txpfriotctd  injwrg 
<ff  Ml  head,  or  nbo  hare  overtrorkcd  the  brain,  or  who  arc  tin 
oflapring,  directly  or  collal«r«IlT.  of  dmnkardior  lunatii^s.  Women 
arc  apt  to  beeouie  the  auhjecta  of  it  during  pircgnancy.  The  cJiroaic 
it  stnipljr  the  paroxytmal  form  vhaoged  into  coMtimioiia  drunk laiuess. 

When  A  person  is  ubuut  to  hare  a  paroxrun  of  Oinomama,  and  it  ia 
not  iuduciiil  by  aojr  nianifusl  cxcilaot,  u  alcnbd.  fatigue,  de.,  he 
feels  lifftleaa,  uiwaay,  resttcw,  and  dcpr«ti6d,  and  is  iucapable  of  tleadj 
application.  These  feclJU}^  are  arcompatiied  by  a  gradtully  iiicreating 
craviti);  for  •tlniulanla;  which  ac  laat  b  yielded  to.  The  individual,  per* 
hapa.  (ben  diaappean  from  his  liume  or  tiiubI  place  at  bu^ineto,  and  apenda 
Lia  day«  and  nightj  in  alternate  sleep  anil  latdxication,  hauntii^  ifce 
loweat  dnun-sbnpa,  and  associating  with  dv^rared  peraona.  Or  peibaps 
he  thills  htiniwilf  up  in  bii  rotuB,  never  leaving  it  lor  any  purpose,  oud 
rapidly  giilpi  down  glaaa  after  glaaa  of  liquor  be  hu  procured,  reck- 
less of  all  oonactiuencei  to  himwlf,  hia  family,  or  hia  affiiira.  Tho 
paroxysm  l>ning  rxbauited.  a  alage  of  apathy  and  deprm^i  aucceodi, 
in  -which  biltcr  rc)i|Eel«  for  bis  folly,  and  rcaDlutiooa  never  again  to 
yield  to  tomptalioo,  are  prominent,    lids  period  of  tcutperaiioe  nay 
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conUnufl  tor  lome  monthi,  when,  idet  an  apparenUj  trivial  circnm- 
BtBDce,  the  morbid  cerebral  coodition  which  constitates  the  pftroxysm 
it  igkia  developed. 

Friedreich  notes  five  BtBges  of  the  affection,  u  fidlowa: — I.  The 
prtnionUanf  stage.  After  a  period  of  apparent  health,  and  moderate 
nae  of  BtimolantB,  the  ejes  preaent  a  wild  expreuion,  there  ia  spaa- 
tnodio  action  of  the  mnBclea  of  the  oibit,  a  winking  of  theeyelida, 
photophobia,  flushing  of  the  face,  headache,  disturbed  sleep,  losa  of 
^ipetite,  indigestion,  fiatnlence,  anxietj,  and  diead.  This  atage  con- 
tinues for  from  a  few  hours  to  a  few  days.  2.  Hie  evmmeneemmU  of 
the  attack.  Increased  desire  for  spirituous  drinka,  which  relieve  the 
reatleasnesB  for  a  short  time,  and  to  this  end  the  patient  takea  them, 
bat  always  more  and  more  rapidly.  3.  Stage  of  develt^tmeni.  The 
deaire  for  spirits  ia  now  more  than  ever  urgent,  and  the  relief  given  by 
them  less  in  time  and  extent ;  if  the  attempts  to  take  them  be  forcibly 
resisted,  so  that,  if  the  supply  is  cut  off,  the  want  is  immediately  followed 
by  great  distreaa,  and  feelings  of  anguish,  fEunting,  and  suffocation ; 
indeed,  not  unfrequently,  persons  thus  deprived  of  the  desired  atiaui- 
lants  became  actually  insane  or  maniacal.  4.  7%«  eruit  occora 
in  3,  ft,  7,  9,  11,  13,  or  21  days.  It  ta  characterized  by  feelings  of  in- 
tense distress,  bo  that  the  patient  loudly  bewails  his  state,  or  groans 
deeply,  until  at  last  urgent  vomiting  supervenes,  when  either  "  cor- 
rupted" bile,  or  in  many  cases  a  watery  fluid,  is  thrown  up.  To  tbia 
succeeds  the  greatest  disgust  for  spirituous  drinks,  so  that  the  person 
who  but  a  short  time  before  urgently  demanded  brandy,  now  shudders 
at  the  bare  idea  of  it.  5.  The  stage  of  convaleicejice  is  marked  by  the 
ttqnela  of  the  affection,  amongst  which  an  excited  condition  of  the 
entire  system  is  the  principal.  There  are  also  b lee plessness,  frightful 
or  disagreeable  spectral  illusions,  and  depressing  and  distreastng  sensa- 
tions,— the  phenomena  more  or  less,  in  short,  of  delirium  trenun*. 

The  leading  symptoms,  in  the  typical  form  of  tbe  disease,  are  those 
which  show  themselves  in  the  thoracic  viscera  in  connexion  with 
the  appetilfi  for  stimulants, — namely,  the  feelings  of  anguish,  rest- 
lessness, and  impending  death  by  suffocation,  and  those  which  are  mor« 
purely  mental,  and  in  which  the  insatiable  appetite  is  the  most  promi- 
nent. To  these  may  be  added  the  direct  results  of  the  alccdiolic 
poisoning.  In  discussing  the  pathology  of  paroxysmal  drunkennesa,  it 
ia  necessary  to.determiue  carefully  the  order  of  causation.  Now,  it  ia 
undeniably  certain  that,  in  every  case,  whether  it  be  acute  or  periodic, 
there  is  a  special  condition  of   the  cerebrum  which  predisposes  the 
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inilividuol  to   the  paroxysm.    TUis  my  b«  Unn«il  lb«  predUpemg 

cause.     U'iitiout  tlui,   iIiimc  cirvuimlancej  upon    wbif^li    the  uuibreftk 

immediately  gupervi-nc».  or  in  otlirr  wiinln,  \hr.  ticilia^  (^auwx,  catild 

never  tdcc  eSevt.     The  prorima/*  caiue  is  that  condition  of  the  cen- 

bram  wbicb  i*  developed  by  iLe  exciting  cansei  in  %  penioD  duljr  pre- 

dwpOKil,  wliioh    conttitiun  is  oMoaMr;   to  the  uaaifeauiian  of  tfa« 

ptroxysm.    The  operation  of  tlkcac  causes  is  best  iUustrotcil  by  cmm. 

A  member  of  a  liberal  proCcssion  is  subject  to  paroxyswa  of  Oitmnutnia. 

He  i*  fully  kwnro  of  bi«  inBrmity,  iinil  i*  a  wBter-driuker  on  principle; 

fair,  *o  long  M  lie  Bbntains  from  alcoholic  slitnuli,  he   i(  s^c.    If,  hiitr* 

evur,  be  yielda  to  temptation  ever  j  a  little, — if  be   takes  bat  a  sinjle 

([laas  of  wine, — ho   ia  lost.     Tho  irrcsiittble   apjtetite  is   excited,  and 

all  the  misery  nnd  disgrace  of  a  paroxyani  of  drunkeD  oindneM  fulloirt. 

This  inilivtiluul  has  a  acar  blood -relative,  a  man  of  Bii|H;rior  talents, 

wbo  is  o(|iially  predispMed  to  Oinowntui,  and,  ytha,  when  att«ok*(l  by 

k  paroxysm,  disipjietirs  from  \\\»  funily  and  lioior,  anil  is  found  in  th« 

lowest  liauBl.i  uf  kiie  and  deprarliy,  drinking  with    ibe  iiioit  doprared. 

Both  Uiuite   Gxamplca  ara  tnenibcrB  uf  a  faiuily  in    which  Insanity  b 

hitrudilury.     In  another  limUu'  csmi  of  nn  imlividiial— a  member  of  an 

artistic  profewnon— th«rc  is  gmt  natural   taleni  and  aptilude  fur  boti- 

nesa,  so  that  he  gives  the  highest  ulisfartion  to  liis  i-mployers;  bat, 

at  varying  intervals  of  time — fVocn  a  few  weeks  to  several  mooths—tlic 

oinwnaniae  ia  aUniit  from  his  ndSo^   for  serernl  days  on  a    drunken 

"spttM."     When  hcrclurng,  ^Tcat  is  hi*  rcmomt,  hitter  fais  self-uon* 

d«naati«n,  luud  and  re»vlut(Uy  vxprvMcil  his  prontises  to  rcsiat  tcmpta* 

tion     For  a  while  nil  gi^ea  on  well ;  but,  pooner  M-  later,  the  tcmpt«- 

tiuu  comes,  the  alL-oholic  stimulant  is  presented,  in  irmastible,  and  ■ 

paroxyam  la  the  rceall,  to  end  as   before.     Xinr    iXm   brvlAer  of  this 

iBipiduveotnomaniac  it   the   virtim    of  continnoa*   dninkeimess ;  the 

/athrr  of  both  was  a  continuous  drunkard,  who  believed  himself  to  be  a 

tea*pob,  to  be  node  ofclaai,  Ju^,  aiul  who,  in  a  paroxysm  uf  inebriate 

fury,  burnt  a  eat  alive;    nnd  the  /(rundmothrr't  brother  was  also  an 

impulsive  and    linally  &  continuous  olnomaniaa!.     It  is  related  of  this 

grnnd*unde,  that  Iiis  (Hends  having  taken  away  his  clothes  on  n  Snnday 

«M>rDiDg,  hoping  to  confine  him  to  the  hoiiae  by  the  want  of  cloiluitg, 

lie  went  inio  his  warehouse,  and  donning  a  funvral-clonk,  nude  his  waj 

'  to  the  dram-shop !     Tbeae  cases  iUustrste  the  Aenditary  transaiiMon 

of  the  prrditpoiilioti  frani  generation  to  gencnulen. 

Uko  insanity,  epil«psr,  and  otbur  analogous  sSectiona  of  the  oer«- 
brum,  Oim&matua  may  be  ptriodie.    Hrtild-KrAmer  niciitiona  a  case  ia 
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which  the  -puoxjaa  occnrred  re^uUrlj  erer;  foar  weeks,  at  the  new 
Boon,  and  Moat  remarki  tii&t  be  thinks  he  hu  observed,  in  several 
fautances,  that  the  impulse  to  drink  was  the  inost  argent  sboat  the 
nme  time.    In  Henke's  "  Zeitschrift  ftir  Staatsanneikande"  (vol.  34), 
a  case  is  related  of  monthly  periodic  drunkenness  prdonged  for  seven 
years ;  each  attack  occupied  eight  days.    The  patient  was  a  mechanic  ,' 
orderly,  industrious,  and  moral,  until  he  was  thirty-four,  when  he  be- 
came subject  to  paroxysms  of  oinomania,  during  which  bis  whole  cha- 
racter underwent  a  change.    After  being  for  three  weeks  most  indus- 
trious and  steady,  he  would  return   home  of  an  evening  in  apparently 
his  usual  health,  but  on  gung  to  bed  he  could  not  sleep  on  account  of 
great  depression  and  a  peculiar  sensation  in  the  head.    Aboat  one 
o'clock  he  would  leap  out  of  bed,  run  about  the  house,  rush  into  the 
street,  in  nothing  more  than  his  shirt,  and  shout  and  rave  so  violently 
fbr  spirit  at  tlie  dram-shopB,  that  the  people  were  compelled  tn  supply 
htm ;  this  he  would  drink  greedily  and  in  large  quantiUes,  until  he 
lost  the  use  of  his  limbs.     Towards  morning,  he  would  be  taken  home 
unconscious,  where  he  would  be  confined  and  bound.    After  lying  iu 
that  state,  with  half-closed  eyes,  for  a  length  of  time,  he  wmild  raise 
himself  up,  look  round  wi^t  a  wild,  melancholy  look,  the  veins  of  the 
forehead  starting,  his  face  bathed  in  perspiration,    bis  palse   quick  and 
full,  his   hair  dishevclted,   bis  body    almost  naked :  he  would    first  be 
abusive,  tnist  about,  and   make   violent  efibrts  to   free   himself  from 
restraint,  and  then  would  pitcously  beg  and  implore  for  spirits,  his  voice 
gradually  becoming  weaker.  He  rejected  all  food  and  drink  except  coSee, 
demanding  brandy  only,  for  without  it  he  felt  he  must  perish.     He  was 
nsnally  given  to  drink,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  him,  brandy -and -water, 
in  the  proportion  of  one  of  brandy  to  three  of  water,  which   he  would 
drink  oS  with  the   utmost  eagerness,  and  immediately   ask  for   more. 
In  this  way  he  would  go  on  without  resting  or  sleeping  for  one  moment 
for  eight  days,  having  brandy- and -water  given  to  him  two   or  three 
times  a  day,  and  taking  hardly  anything  else.     During  this  time,  he 
became  gradnaliy  weaker,  and  his  voice  more  and  more  feeble,  and  at 
last  he  would  fall  asleep,  exhausted.  On  awaking,  he  had  no  recollection 
of  what  had   happened,  felt   weak,  and    trembled   a  good  deal.     The 
appetite  for  food  then  returned  ;  he  would  drink  water  only,  abhorred 
brandy,  went  back  to  his  employment,  and  was  an  industrious,  steady, 
temperate  man  until  the  next  paroxysm.    This  would  return  at  the 
regular  period,  whether  he  took  brandy  or  not,  and  continued  whether 
his  desire  for  brandy  was  gratiiied  or  not.    As  years  went  on,  the  dura- 
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lion  of  ilia  parox^rsms  becnme  gracluall;  sbortened  to  lix,  five,  sod  four 
day).  There  was  ut>  tut;  gtrikiii{[  dccuy  of  lh«  intclUut,  kltbough,  aC 
Uet,  Ulo  tcmiinutiuu  uf  the  CAf«  in  itnbe^ility  began  to  ttirraU^B-  H« 
rlied  tincspoutitdl;  during  a  paroxj^m  on  the  ihiTil  day,  appearing  m 
if  liiit  bud  rallen  ulccp.  During  tbi:  panixyaini  )iU  room  was  more  like 
tbnt  of  an  iasano  pureon  tttui  tff  a  ralbnul  being,  bod  a  r«r/  oStjnsiTQ 
»a<>II,  nril  vu  very  01tliy.  The  patient  himsolf,  atxt,  looked  liku  a 
maniac.  Tbo  fnlhttr  ufiliiaman  trii  ■  uuiiAruied  drunkard,  and  coni> 
initted  suicide  by  baa;^n?;  two  of  hi»  bivtbcra  wvr«  dnmkardi, — only 
A  lister  and  hiiateir of  the  family  remuincd  free  from  the  vtcf ;  and  ho 
iIiow«k1  no  nyiiiptuma  of  oinoiuauia  uniil  bu  was  thirty -four. 

Tbia  case  iUusvratas  the  dUeosB  in  tlio  ccuIq  form  ilctcribad  by 
Fri«dr«i*di,  and  is  upcciAlly  in(cru«ting,  ipiuuincli  u  by  tb«  cbaraot«r  of 
r^ular  pori  mil  city  whivli  it  pnjsuntcd,  it  briiign  Oinoauutia  liita  the 
general  category  of  cerebral  and  ccrebro-ipinal  affections,  lHc  im^oriiy 
ofniiichnre  tbus  pertudic.  It  will  occur  at  longer  intorrab,  boir- 
ercr,  than  the  montlt,  junt  as  tn&nia,  cpilepij,  Bomnambuliam,  tu^ 
will.  Cmm  ci>ntinuinj^  for  ono  wpek,  and  reriirring  nt  intervuls  of 
twelve  wcckf,  liavQ  been  obeervod.*  In  ibe  Ural  cue  wUicli  (iuiatain 
uw,  the  paroiytm  occntred  at  «till  longer  int«rvala;  it  waatbatoTa 
uiusic- master,  who  every  year,  or  every  tvo  yean,  luddenly  ceaawl 
(o  pmctirc  bl*  proCcMiiin,  and  for  about  thrcu  raonllis  would  be  oon- 
tiuuAlly  intoxicalcd.  The  paroxysm  would  then  suddenly  oe«ae,  and 
the  patient  bccoma  scrupulously  temperate,  drinking  notliing  bat 
wntL-r,  anil  avoiding  ail  chaDetiH  uf  tempittion.  Feeling  duiing  one  of 
tlicac  luci<l  iDtcrrals  tha  premonitory  ayinptoms  of  a  paroxyim,  he 
commilted  luicidc  lu  anotLer  case  (a  wounvi)  iiiciitioo^d  by  Ctuiabuu* 
tbu  paroxynu*  ciunc  on  after  luoid  interval*  of  fromtltrce  lofour  yeara. 

0.— Paga  i6\. 

LEGAL  DEFIXITIONS  OP  SOUNDNESS  AND  UNSOUNDNESS  OP 

MIND. 


"A  Sowjrf  .I/turf." — ^myj  Sbolfnril,  "ii  wholly  free  from  delmion" 
fall  jm/fji/ar  ilclusiontsf  course  beinj  excepleil]  "all  the  intellectual 
faculties  existing  in  a  certain  degrvo  of  vigonr  aud  Iiarmonyi  llic  pro* 
penaitiei,  tfleotions,  and  pawioos  beli^  under  the  inbordtoatlon  of  tb* 


*  Uot'a  '*Au*rulirlkhe£acjclopadied«f  gviunuKonSualAarinctkuade," 
toL  U.,  p.  9M. 


